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Mrs. Wilcox  
English III Blizzard Bag – DAY 3 
 
Students will complete the worksheets on commonly confused words, cause and effect, synonyms, 
adjective and pronouns, and will read a literary selection and answer questions. 
 
Standards:  
Ohio New Learning Standards  

ELA.Literature.11-12.3 – Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama. 

ELA.Literature.11-12.5 – Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 

text contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

ELA.SL.11-12.6 – Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate (See grades 11-12 Language Standards 1-3) 

 ELA.L.3.1f – Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

 ELA.L.4.1g – Correctly use frequently confused words 

 ELA.L.6.1d – Recognize and correct vague pronouns  
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NAME: _______________________________ 

Note: If you cannot print this assignment from home, you can copy your 

answers onto a sheet of notebook paper. Hard copies will also be available 

when you return to school.  
 

Choose a word from below to complete each sentence. 

there    wear    to    won 

their    where   two    one 

they're       too 

 

1. _______________ are you going? 

 

2. I'm going _______________ a Yankees game with my friend, Chris. 

 

3. Kyle will come to the game _______________. 

 

4. Don't forget to _______________ a jacket when you go. 

 

5. Here is some money so you can buy _______________ hot dogs. 

 

6. Don't worry, I'll only have _______________ hot dog. 

 

7. Our seats are over _______________. 

 

8. I am a Yankees fan and I think _______________ going to beat the Cubs. 

 

9. It's _______________ turn to bat next. 

 

10. The final score was 5 to 3 and the Yankees _______________ the game. 

 

Write the cause and effect for each sentence. 

 

1. Tim forgot his math book, so he was unable to complete his homework. 

 

Cause: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Effect: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Keegan was hungry because he skipped lunch. 

 

Cause: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Effect: _________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Erin's car had a flat tire, so she called a tow truck. 

 

Cause: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Effect: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Gina couldn't find the cookies because Papa hid them in the cupboard. 

 

Cause: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Effect: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Kelly studied her spelling words and she got an A on the test. 

 

Cause: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Effect: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Circle the 2 synonyms for each set of words. 

 

1. toasty  chilly   cool   comfortable 

 

2. walk  crawl   stroll   run 

 

3. argue  scare   confuse  frighten 

 

4. bravery  honesty  courage winner 

 

5. cook  drink   eat   munch 

 

6. record  paint   draw   sketch 

 

Write a synonym for each word. 

 

7. thin _____________________   8. tiny _____________________ 

 

9. store _____________________   10. fall _____________________ 
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To complete each sentence, add -er, -est, more or most to the adjective in parenthesis. 

 

Examples: Henry was taller than Francis. (tall) 

Today was more pleasant than yesterday. (pleasant) 

 

1. A steak knife is ______________________ than a butter knife. (sharp) 

 

2. David is the _______________________ player on the team. (fast) 

 

3. My drawing is _______________________ than yours. (colorful) 

 

4. The book we read is _____________________ than the one they read. (interesting) 

 

5. Katie's _____________________ brother colored on the walls. (young) 

 

6. This week's temperatures are _____________________ than last week's. (warm) 

 

7. That was the ______________________ test I've ever taken. (difficult) 

 

8. Isn't he the _____________________ little boy you've ever met? (nice) 

 

9. That was a much _________________________ homework assignment. (challenging) 

 

10. Do you think a snake is _____________________ than an owl? (slow) 

 

Write the words that each contraction stands for. 

 

1. don't ____________________   2. can't ___________________ 

 

3. won't ____________________   4. we'll ___________________ 

 

5. haven't ___________________   6. he's ____________________ 

 

7. isn't _____________________   8. she'll ___________________ 

 

9. I'm ______________________   10. you're ___________________ 
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Match the word or group of words on the left with the corresponding pronoun on the right. 

 

_____ 1. Pat and I     a. he 

 

_____ 2. Joseph     b. she 

 

_____ 3. Alyssa     c. we 

 

_____ 4. the big truck     d. they 

 

_____ 5. Kevin and Martin    e. it 

 

Write a pronoun that could replace the underlined word(s) is each sentence. 

 

6. Joseph loves to sing. ___________________ 

 

7. Jennifer and Carl enjoy listening to Joseph's singing. ___________________ 

 

8. Joseph will sing a duet with Olivia. ___________________ 

 

9. Olivia has a beautiful voice too. ___________________ 

 

10. The concert will be tomorrow evening. ___________________ 

 

Two Minutes 

By Mary Lynn Bushong 

 

1 Ryan slammed his food tray down on the table among all of the other students in the large 

cafeteria. "I just think it was dumb to have to pause for two minutes at eleven o'clock this 

morning. I mean, that was right during gym class. That is the best part of the whole day. Well, 

besides lunch, that is." 

 

2 Andrew sat down beside Ryan and said, "I don't think it's asking too much to pause for two 

minutes to remember to honor our veterans that have given so much for us." 

 

3 "Yes, but didn't we just do that back in May with Memorial Day?" Ryan asked. "Why do we 

have to do it again?" 

 

4 "Memorial Day is set aside to remember those who died in all of the wars, but Veterans Day 

is primarily to remember the living veterans," said Andrew as he took a bite of his sandwich. 

 

5 Ryan took a bite of his sandwich, too, and then said, "I just don't think we needed to waste 

two minutes on it." 

 

6 "I guess the two minutes were wasted on you," Andrew said, "but not for me. My grandfather 
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served in World War II, and my dad served in Vietnam, and now my brother is serving overseas. 

I don't think two minutes of my time is too much to ask when they have given so much. When 

men and women go off to serve our country, they give up almost everything, and some of them 

do give up everything by giving their lives. They are willing to go to many different places and 

work and sweat in all kinds of conditions because they believe in serving our country." 

 

7 "Hey, I didn't mean to put down what they are doing. I respect the people in the military, but 

I just hate losing time out of gym class." Ryan took a big gulp from his drink. 

 

8 Andrew finished his sandwich and then said, "I just think it is not asking too much to stop for 

two minutes to remember these people. It would be good if we would spend more of our time 

doing something for them." 

 

9 "Like what?" Ryan asked as he finished his lunch. 

 

10 "Well, I think any of the men and women who are still serving around the world would 

really appreciate a letter. Just a note telling them that you are proud of what they are doing and 

that you appreciate it." 

 

11 "Your brother is the only person I know who is in the military," said Ryan. 

 

12 "You can start with my brother if you want, but you can write to anyone. You don't have to 

know the person. I am sure a letter from you will be appreciated even though you are a dork." 

 

13 "I am not a dork," said Ryan. "I guess I could write a letter or two. Why don't you come 

over to my place after school, and we can write a couple together?" 

 

14 "I think that would be a great idea, but it might take a little longer than two minutes," 

Andrew said as he punched Ryan in the arm. 

 

15 Ryan smiled and said, "Yes, well, I have the time." 

 

 

“Two Minutes” Questions 

 

_____1. Why was Ryan upset when he came into the cafeteria? 

a. His girlfriend just broke up with him. 

b. He did not want to stop for two minutes in gym class to remember veterans. 

c. He had failed a test in math. 

d. Someone tried to beat him up. 

 

2. Ryan thought that, right after lunch time, _________________________ was the second best 

part of the day. 
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_____ 3. What time of day did they pause for two minutes? 

a. 11:00 A.M. 

b. 1:00 P.M. 

c. 2:30 P.M. 

d. 8:00 A.M. 

 

_____ 4. Andrew said Memorial Day was set aside to remember the living men and women 

serving in the military. 

a. False 

b. True 

 

_____ 5. Andrew said that his brother was serving where? 

a. Vietnam 

b. Overseas 

c. Iraq 

d. World War II 

 

_____ 6. Why are men and women in the military willing to go to different places, according to 

Andrew? 

a. They want to see the world. 

b. They believe in serving our country. 

c. They are gluttons for punishment. 

d. They have nothing else to do. 

 

_____7. What did Andrew suggest they do to show the soldiers that they appreciate them? 

a. Make cookies 

b. Send them comic books 

c. Write them letters 

d. Play a war-based video game in honor of them 

 

_____ 8. Ryan called himself a dork for not being willing to spare two minutes to remember the 

vets. 

a. False 

b. True 


