
Minutes of Meeting 

Abbeville County School District Board of Trustees 

March 24, 2015 

6:00 p.m. Executive Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Session 

400 Greenville Street 

Abbeville, South Carolina 

 

 
In accordance with the Code of Laws 1976, Section 30-4-80 (d) as amended, The Press and Banner, The 

Index Journal, The Anderson Independent, and The Greenville News were notified of the time and place 

and were given an agenda of the meeting. 

 

Trustees Present:  Mr. David Brooks, Mr. David Carter, Ms. Joyce Cunningham, Mr. Brad Evans, Mr. 

Stacy Mitchell, and Mr. James B. Tisdale, Jr; Mr. Buster Taylor arrived at 6:45; Mr. Joseph Reynolds and 

Mr. Tim Rhodes were absent. 

 

Administrative Personnel Present: Dr. Jonathan Phipps, Ms. Julie Williams, Ms. Jean Smith, Ms. Betty Jo 

Hall, Ms. Roni Scott, Ms. Wanda Thomasson, Ms. Kathy Bernard, Mr. Matt Kimsey, and Mr. Sam Jones 

 

Executive Session 

Mr. Brad Evans made a motion to go into executive session. This was properly seconded and 

carried unanimously. 
 

At 7 p.m. the board came out of executive session. 

 

Regular Open Session 

 

1. Call To Order 

Mr. Tisdale called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Tisdale led the pledge of allegiance.    

 

3. Approve Agenda – Mr. James Tisdale 

Mr. Tisdale asked the Board if they had any corrections or additions to the agenda; Mr. Evans made a 

motion to approve the agenda as stated; this was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

4. Sign Claims 

Claims were signed at this meeting. 

 

5. Approve Minutes 

Mr. Tisdale asked the Board if they had had an opportunity to review the minutes of the February 

24 meeting and asked if there were any corrections. He said hearing none and if there were no 

objections the minutes would stand approved as presented. 

 

6. Gold Star Highlights 

Ms. Hall asked that Dr. Phipps and Mr. Tisdale join her; they recognized the following students: 



Levanah Reil – Cherokee Trail and Emalee Mann – Diamond Hill who were young ladies who competed 

in the Regional Spelling Bee at Anderson University on March 7. 

 

This year’s South Carolina Junior Scholars from Wright Middle School: 

William Smith, Miranda Scott, Caitlyn Wright, Emily Mitchum, Mary Price and Logan Phillips. 

      

7. Comments from the Board Related to Gold Star Highlights 

The entire Board congratulated the students on a job well done and commended them for their hard work 

that will pay off later. Also commended the parents, teachers and administration and said the Board 

appreciates all of their work. 

 

8. Abbeville Fire Department Presentation – Chief Neal Dickenson and Mr. Ben Laughner 

Mr. Laughner informed the Board that there is a CATE Firefighting program that will be offered at the 

Career Center where students will receive job ready certifications, IFSAC accreditation and college 

credits, leadership experience, background in a teamwork essential environment, sense of pride and 

accomplishments, acceptance into an organization rich in tradition.  Requirements for the program: 

Member of the Abbeville County Public Safety Explorer post, students must pay $100 per semester, 

successfully pass a school athletic physical and meet all career center criteria. 

 

9. Public Input 

There was no public input this month. 

 

10. Administrative Section 

A. Maintenance/Construction Update – Mr. Sam Jones 

Mr. Jones told the Board that they had received his maintenance update and asked if there were any 

questions. He informed the Board that we are still waiting on the approval letter from Columbia so 

that we can get underway with the bidding process for the Culinary Arts program. 

 

Mr. Evans asked about the upkeep of the grounds at the schools.  Mr. Jones said that his people cut 

the “undeveloped fields” at the schools but not the grass immediately surrounding the schools.  The 

schools are responsible for the landscaping at each school. Mr. Evans said “that from a community 

standpoint our schools need some help, from the exterior of the grounds of the schools look 

horrible and if I were a new business coming in to this town, I wouldn’t even bother stopping, at 

the way they look at this point. I don’t know who needs to be instructed to get the grass cut but 

personally I would like to see that done in the near future.” Mr. Brooks asked if each school had 

money in their budget for this purpose. Dr. Phipps answered that each school does have stipends to 

take care of this.  Mr. Tisdale said we were just getting started and we would look at this about 

mid-April and see where we are. 

  

B. Ms. Betty Jo Hall  

2015 – 2016 Calendar – Final Reading 

Ms. Hall asked if there were any questions. Mr. Mitchell asked about the snow make-up day in 

June and if this could be moved back in the calendar. He continued that by that time of the school 

year if you make those kids go to school what’s going to be accomplished. Nobody will show up 

that day, usually after the testing in May there’s not much that goes on anyway, from my 

experience with my kids, a lot of “sneak a snack” and movie watching days, but if you add a day at 

the end of the school year on Friday those kids are  not going to come to school. I just wonder if we 

can move it back.  Mr. Tisdale asked if there was anywhere on the calendar where we could make 

this adjustment.  Ms. Hall said that no matter where we put this day it will still bump the last day to 

that Friday. There were two days already built into the calendar for snow days and hopefully we 



will not need this third day. It is required by law that we have three days showing on the calendar. 

This calendar was the recommendation from all the schools. After more discussion Mr. Brooks 

made a motion to accept the administration’s recommendation for approval of the calendar; 

this motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Hall said the next item is the recommendation by administration for approval of the following 

for the 2015-2016 school year: 5 induction contracts, 7 annual contracts and 225 continuing 

contracts. Mr. Evans made a motion to approve these items; this motion was properly 

seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Hall said the final item is the administration recommends giving the authority to the 

Superintendent to offer up to two contracts during the hiring season.  The Board agrees to 

ratify contracts offered by the Superintendent at the next regular scheduled Board meeting. 

Mr. Mitchell made a motion to accept the recommendation of the administration for two 

contracts and this was properly second3ed and carried unanimously. 
 

C. Financial Update – Ms. Roni Scott 

Ms. Scott told the Board that they had received their financial report and budget report through 

February 15; she asked the Board if they had any questions.  There was some discussion. Ms. Scott 

then discussed the general fund budget update which included base student cost - $2,220; projected 

revenue and expenditures - $22,710,575, which includes step increase for eligible certified 

employees, 3 mill increase, salary negotiations for retirees, increase in state-mandated employee 

benefits, increase in utilities based on current year’s expenditures, addition of .4 guidance 

counselor, increase of $1.50/hr. on the bus drivers’ wages schedule, added 3 positions originally 

funded by lottery, to the general fund. 

 

D. Technology Update – Mr. Kimsey 

Mr. Kimsey went over the technology update handout that was placed at each Board members seat. 

There was some discussion. Mr. Evans asked that to see a report for each school and have a 

technology update at every Board meeting. 

 

E. Dr. Phipps – Miscellaneous 

Dr. Phipps asked Ms. Thomasson to thank the Long Cane Primary staff for the meal that was 

prepared for this meeting. He also reported to the board that we have so many of our people who 

are overlapping in their jobs and he applauded the teachers, principals and district staff for this. 

 

11. Adjourn 

At 8:08, Mr. Tisdale asked if any Board member objected to adjourning the meeting, hearing no 

objections he said this meeting stands adjourned. 


