
Minutes of Meeting 

Abbeville County School District Board of Trustees 

April 28, 2015 

6:00 p.m. Executive Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Session 

400 Greenville Street 

Abbeville, South Carolina 

 

 
In accordance with the Code of Laws 1976, Section 30-4-80 (d) as amended, The Press and Banner, The 

Index Journal, The Anderson Independent, and The Greenville News were notified of the time and place 

and were given an agenda of the meeting. 

 

Trustees Present:  Mr. David Brooks, Mr. David Carter, Ms. Joyce Cunningham, Mr. Brad Evans, Mr. 

Joseph Reynolds, Mr. Tim Rhodes, Mr. Buster Taylor and Mr. James B. Tisdale, Jr; Mr. Stacy Mitchell 

was absent. 

 

Administrative Personnel Present: Dr. Jonathan Phipps, Ms. Julie Williams, Ms. Jean Smith, Ms. Betty Jo 

Hall, Ms. Roni Scott, Mr. Sherwin Johnson, Ms. Wanda Thomasson, Ms. Kathy Bernard, Mr. Matt 

Kimsey, and Mr. Sam Jones 

 

Executive Session 

Mr. Buster Taylor made a motion to go into executive session. This was properly seconded and 

carried unanimously. 
 

At 7 p.m. the board came out of executive session. 

 

Regular Open Session 

 

1. Call To Order 

Mr. Tisdale called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Tisdale led the pledge of allegiance.    

 

3. Approve Agenda – Mr. James Tisdale 

Mr. Tisdale asked the Board if they had any corrections or additions to the agenda; Mr. Evans made a 

motion to approve the agenda as written; this was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

4. Sign Claims 

Claims were signed at this meeting. 

 

5. Approve Minutes 

Mr. Tisdale asked the Board if they had had an opportunity to review the minutes of the March 24, 

2015 regular meeting and the March 30, 2015 special called meeting and asked if there were any 

corrections. He said hearing none and if there were no objections the minutes would stand 

approved as presented. 

 



6. Gold Star Highlights 

Ms. Hall asked that Dr. Phipps and Mr. Tisdale join her; they recognized the following students: 

Wright Middle School – 2015 S.C. Dept. of National Resources Youth Bass Fishing Championship – 

Middle School Champions - Coaches: Trad Whaley and Wayne Botts; Team Members: Christian 

Crocker, Landon Smith, Nate Temple, Daelyn Whaley 

 

Dixie High School – 2015 S.C. Dept. of Natural Resources Youth Bass Fishing Championship – High 

School Champions – Coach: Eddie Stone; Team Members: Chris Bensel, Alex Branham, Alex 

Davenport, and Devin Sutton. 

 

Ms. Hall also informed the Board that ACSD will be observing Teacher/Employee/Bus Driver 

Appreciation during the week of April 4-8!  She asked all to please remember to thank all of our 

employees who work together for the success of all students and said thanks to our generous community 

members and businesses; we will have some special treats for this week of recognition! 

      

7. Comments from the Board Related to Gold Star Highlights 

The entire Board congratulated the students, and coaches for winning this championship. 

 

8. Public Input 

Mr. Robert London spoke to the Financial Report.  He brought to the Board’s attention that custodians 

had not had a raise in 7 years and asked that they remember this when making out the budget for the next 

year. 

 

9. Administrative Section 

A. Maintenance/Construction Update – Mr. Sam Jones 

Mr. Jones told the Board that they had received his maintenance update and asked if there were any 

questions. He informed the Board again that we are still waiting on the approval letter from 

Columbia so that we can get underway with the bidding process for the Culinary Arts program.  He 

also informed the Board about the retrofit with LED lighting for Cherokee Trail, Westwood and the 

Career Center and also the energy conservation loan and grants possibility. He told the Board that 

Abbeville High School will be painted this summer. 

  

B. Ms. Betty Jo Hall  

Ms. Hall said the administration recommends the ratification of 1 continuing contract for the 2015-

2016 school year.  Mr. Rhodes made a motion to accept the administrations’ recommendation 

for ratification of 1 continuing contract; this motion was properly seconded and carried 

unanimously.  She also said the second recommendation from the administration was the approval 

of 3 induction contracts, 1 annual contract and 1 continuing contract.  Mr. Evans made a motion 

to approve the administrations’ recommendation of 3 induction contracts, 1 annual contract 

and 1 continuing contract; this motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously.   The 

final recommendation is that the administration recommends the addition of 2 curriculum 

specialists and 2 classroom teachers.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the 

administration’s recommendation to add 2 curriculum specialists and 2 classroom teachers; 

this motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

C. Instructional update – Ms. Jean Smith 

Ms. Smith informed the Board that at their places were copies of the Report to the Community 

from each school and the District.  These reports will be sent out to parents by April 30 and the 

district will be put online.  The 5 Year Strategic plan was also placed at the Board members places. 

Ms. Smith also informed the Board of the adoption of the textbooks for the schools. 



 

D. Financial Update – Ms. Roni Scott 

Ms. Scott told the Board that they had received their financial report and budget report; she asked 

the Board if they had any questions.  There was some discussion. Ms. Scott then discussed the 

general fund budget update which she said was a work in progress this includes increase of 

$1.50/hr. for bus drivers, EFA base student cost revenue projections based on 40 less students, and 

increase bus monitors by 3.  There was some discussion concerning the public input subject. 

 

E. Technology Update – Mr. Kimsey 

Mr. Kimsey went over the technology update. There was some discussion.  

 

F. Dr. Phipps – Miscellaneous 

G. Dr. Phipps told the Board that he had received a request from the City of Abbeville Police 

Department, Officer Mike Reepe, for the district to furnish a bus and to pay for the fuel for this bus. 

The dates will be June 9, 10 and 11, 2014 for the annual youth camp sponsored by the Police 

Department. The administration recommends this request.  Mr. Evans made a motion to approve 

the administration’s recommendation which was properly seconded and carried 

unanimously.  

 

Dr. Phipps informed the Board the graduation dates for the two high schools and the career center 

and Adult Ed.  He also told the Board that the summer schedule will begin on June 8
th

. 

 

Dr. Phipps asked Ms. Thomasson to thank the Cherokee Trail staff for the meal that was prepared 

for this meeting.  

 

10. Adjourn 

At 8:12, Mr. Tisdale asked if any Board member objected to adjourning the meeting, hearing no 

objections he said this meeting stands adjourned. 


