
Minutes of Meeting 

Abbeville County School District Board of Trustees 

March 30, 2015 

6:00 p.m Special Called Meeting 

400 Greenville Street 

Abbeville, South Carolina 

 

 
In accordance with the Code of Laws 1976, Section 30-4-80 (d) as amended, The Press and Banner, The 

Index Journal, The Anderson Independent, and The Greenville News were notified of the time and place 

and were given an agenda of the meeting. 

 

Trustees Present:  Mr. David Brooks, Mr. David Carter, Ms. Joyce Cunningham, Mr. Brad Evans, Mr. 

Stacy Mitchell, Mr. Joseph Reynolds and Mr. James B. Tisdale, Jr; Mr. Buster Taylor and Mr. Tim 

Rhodes were absent. 

 

Administrative Personnel Present: Dr. Jonathan Phipps, Ms. Julie Williams, Ms. Jean Smith, Ms. Betty Jo 

Hall, Ms. Roni Scott, Ms. Wanda Thomasson, Ms. Kathy Bernard, and Mr. Sherwin Johnson 

 

1. Call To Order 

Mr. Tisdale called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Tisdale led the pledge of allegiance.    

 

3. Approve Agenda – Mr. James Tisdale 

Mr. Evans made a motion to approve the agenda; this motion was properly seconded and carried 

unanimously. 

 

4. Personnel Matters 

Mr. Tisdale asked the Board if they had any questions or comments on the information that was sent 

to them; he also stated that this information could be discussed in open session. There was discussion 

on the subject of hiring a P.E. Teacher to fill an empty slot at Wright Middle School in related arts. 

Dr. Phipps answered questions from the Board.  There was discussion as to whether this position 

should be music or another related arts class rather than P.E. 

 

Mr. Tisdale asked if any Board member had any questions that would necessitate going into executive 

session. Mr. Mitchell said he wanted to know the difference in salary. Mr. Brooks made a motion to 

go into executive session to discuss the specific salary related to this position. Dr. Phipps said he 

was not sure he could answer this question. Mr. Tisdale stopped the discussion and said we do not 

have a second for the motion. This motion was properly seconded. Mr. Evans said he had a problem 

with going to executive session to discuss financial matters. After more discussion, a vote was taken 

and the motion failed with a vote of 6 to 1 (Mr. Brooks voted for going into executive session, he 

said since he proposed the motion).  

 

Mr. Tisdale told Board members that we needed to move on to the recommendation that the 

administration recommends; the approval of 1 induction contract and 1 continuing contract for 

the 2015-16 school year. (These two contracts were omitted from the spreadsheet of returning 



employees presented to the Board at the regular March meeting).  Mr. Carter made a motion to 

approve the recommendation and this motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Cunningham made a motion to accept the administrations’ recommendation and this was 

properly seconded; Mr. Tisdale asked if there was any further discussion on this matter. Mr. 

Evans stated that he wanted on the record that regardless of how the Board voted this position 

was going to be hired regardless if it is P.E or whatever. Dr. Phipps responded yes. Mr. Tisdale 

said that the motion was to approve the recommendation of the administration which was to 

hire the P.E. person and not the related arts position.  Mr. Brooks said that he wanted on record 

that he is voting in opposition of this motion because he would support the hiring of a music 

teacher because he support the arts in children of all ages and he has not been convinced of the 

necessity of a third P.E. teacher.  Mr. Mitchell said he wants that to be known from him as well.  

Mr. Tisdale called for the vote which passed with a vote of 5 to 2 with Mr. Brooks and Mr. 

Mitchell voting against the motion. (Mr. Evans said he was voting for the position.) 

 

5. Adjourn 

At 6:38, Mr. Tisdale asked if any Board member objected to adjourning the meeting, hearing no 

objections he said this meeting stands adjourned. 


