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COVID-19 HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS AT A GLANCE 
 
Face Coverings 

• Face coverings are optional for staff, students, and visitors.  
• Face coverings will be required for persons who have tested positive between days 6 

and 10 from the date of the positive test result. 
• Those knowingly exposed to a positive case are highly encouraged to wear a mask. 

Vaccinations 

• Vaccines are encouraged for students or staff.  
• Vaccination opportunities will be communicated as scheduled.  

Isolation 

• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 will be required to isolate beginning from the 
date of the positive test result. After day 5, individuals may return if they are fever free 
for 24 hours and wear a mask for days 6 through 10 from the date of the positive test 
result.  

Physical Distancing  

• Physical distancing should be considered to the maximum extent possible.  
• Sites should strive to allow for three feet of space between children and six feet 

between adults and others where possible.  

Reporting 

• Positive cases should be reported to each student or staff member’s school or 
department as soon as test results are known.  

• All positive cases will continue to be reported to the district as well as the Louisiana 
Department of Health. Schools should report each case using the link found here. 

Screening Testing 

• Screening testing will be available at all school sites as an option. The program is not 
administered or overseen by the district and instead is operated by the Louisiana 
Department of Health. 

• To learn more, https://ldh.la.gov/safer-smarter-schools.  

 

Visitors 
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• Visitors play a critical role in a thriving school community. Schools and district 

departments should consider ways to decrease the likelihood of exposure of students 
and staff as well as community members when planning programs and events.  

• Visitors should not be permitted on campus if they are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-
19.  

Athletics and Activities 

• Athletics and activities will follow guidelines as provided by the LHSAA and governing 
bodies. 

Mitigation Efforts 

• Caddo will continue to encourage good hand hygiene, such as reminding students to 
wash hands after using the restroom, before meals, etc., and provide access to hand 
sanitizer stations. 

• Individuals are encouraged to self-monitor for any signs of illness including fever, chills, 
cough, etc.  

• Any person with a fever of 100.4 or higher should not be on a Caddo Parish campus and 
should consult with their primary care physician.  

Disinfection 

• Touchpoints (i.e. doorknobs, light switches, etc.) will continue to be disinfected 
throughout all buildings on a daily basis. 

• School buses will continue to be disinfected twice daily. 
• Staff will continue to have access to disinfectant supplies, including disinfecting spray, to 

clean high-touch areas regularly if desired. 

Ventilation 
• The circulation of outdoor air within schools or district buildings, via mechanical 

systems, will be carried out to the maximum extent possible.   
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CLEANING, SANITIZING, AND DISINFECTING 
 

Caddo will provide enhanced daily cleaning of all facilities, with special attention to specific 
high-touch surfaces.  The district will continue to implement and refine operational practices 
aimed at preventing the spread of COVID-19, which includes applying disinfectants on a daily 
basis at each campus or building.  These products have proven to be effective against viruses 
and other pathogens in the environment.   Electrostatic sprayers will be utilized by staff at sites 
and on district buses as a measure to disinfect surfaces and minimize the transmission of 
germs. 

Custodial Staff will continue to receive ongoing guidance and support on the targeted cleaning 
of facilities.   In the event that a confirmed case of COVID-19 is traced to a specific location or if 
a specific site needs to be closed for a designated amount of time,  per recommendations by 
the CDC, the Custodial Staff will provide a thorough cleaning of that facility. 

The following areas will be disinfected with continued frequency:  

• High touch surfaces 
• Doorknobs 
• Elevator buttons  
• Countertops 
• Handrails  
• Light switches 
• Restroom fixtures 
• Desks  
• Keyboards and mouse 
• Phones  

Areas of enhanced focus: 

• Restrooms  
• Offices  
• Elevators  
• Kitchen and/or break areas  
• Vending machines  
• Copier/printers  
• Front desk and lobby areas  
• Equipment  

In addition, employees should follow the recommended or manufacturer’s guidance for 
cleaning the following in their personal areas:  
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• Desk  
• Computer and monitor  
• Keyboard and mouse  
• Phone  
• Chair arms  
• File cabinet drawer handles  
• Remote control  
• Personal microwaves, refrigerators, and small appliances including coffee machines 
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PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 
 

Caddo continues to monitor coronavirus trends in our community as well as throughout the 
region and the state. With more than 5,000 employees across the district, all staff members 
play an important role in minimizing the risk and impact to each other and our operations.  

 

Vaccination  

Vaccines are among the greatest mitigation strategies for combatting COVID-19. While the 
district will not require students or staff to be vaccinated, district staff encourages individuals to 
consult their primary care physician for more details on whether the vaccine is right for them.  

The vaccination status of other people or whether they are at increased risk for severe COVID-
19 is likely unknown. Therefore, fully vaccinated people should continue to follow the safety 
protocols and preventative measures of the district. 

 

Self-Screening  

Students, employees, and visitors should self-screen before going to a district site by checking 
their temperature and determining if they have any of the following new or worsening signs or 
symptoms of possible COVID-19:  

• Cough 
• Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing  
• Chills/repeated shaking with chills  
• Muscle or body aches  
• Headache  
• Sore throat  
• Congestion or runny nose  
• Loss of taste or smell  
• Nausea or vomiting  
• Diarrhea  
• Fatigue  
• Fever ≥ 100.4 or feeling feverish  
• Known close contact with a person who has COVID-19  

Individuals running a fever of 100.4°F or higher, or feeling ill, should stay at home and will not 
be permitted to report to work. Parents or guardians should contact their child’s school to log 
the absence. For employees, make sure to contact your health provider, if needed, and notify 
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your supervisor regarding your absence. Visitors with COVID-19 symptoms will be asked to 
immediately leave district sites and seek medical attention.  

 

Physical Distancing 

Physical distancing should be considered to the maximum extent possible. Sites should strive to 
allow for six feet of space between children and six feet between adults and others where 
possible. Schools and sites have the discretion to display markers and signage as a means of 
encouraging social distancing.  

 

Handwashing and Hand Sanitizers  

To prevent the spread of viruses, including COVID-19, the CDC recommends washing hands 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds whenever possible to reduce the amount of many 
types of germs and chemicals on hands. If soap and water are not readily available, using a 
hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol can help you avoid getting sick and spreading 
germs to others. Properly apply alcohol-based sanitizer by rubbing the gel over all surfaces of 
your hands and fingers until your hands are dry.  

 

Face Coverings 

Face coverings are encouraged, but not required for all students, staff, and visitors when inside 
any district facility. Face coverings will be required for individuals identified as close contacts of 
a positive COVID case and those who have tested positive and are within days 6 through 10 
from the date of the positive test. 

Any face masks worn should be non-offensive and not considered derogatory or otherwise 
disrespectful to others. Logos, graphics, and designs must be appropriate as outlined in the 
district’s dress code policy. This includes, but is not limited to, vulgar slogans/designs/graphics, 
profanity, etc.  
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COVID-19 RESPONSE GUIDANCE 
 
How to Calculate Isolation 

Day 0 is your first day of symptoms or a positive viral test. Day 1 is the first full day after your 
symptoms developed or your test specimen was collected. If you have COVID-19 or have 
symptoms, isolate for at least 5 days. 
 

IF YOU 
Tested positive for 
COVID-19 or have 
symptoms, 
regardless of 
vaccination status 
 

Stay home for at 
least 5 days 
Stay home for 5 days 
and isolate from 
others in your home. 

Do not travel. 
 

 

Ending isolation if 
you had symptoms 
End isolation after 5 
full days if you are 
fever-free for 24 
hours (without the 
use of fever-reducing 
medication) and your 
symptoms are 
improving. 

Ending isolation if 
you did NOT have 
symptoms 
End isolation after at 
least 5 full days after 
your positive test. 

If you got very sick 
from COVID-19 or 
have a weakened 
immune system 
You should isolate for 
at least 10 days. 
Consult your doctor 
before ending 
isolation. 
 

Take precautions 
until day 10 

Wear a well-fitting 
mask  
Wear a well-fitting 
mask for 10 full days 
any time you are 
around others inside 
your home or in 
public. Do not go to 
places where you are 
unable to wear a 
mask. 

Do not travel 
Do not travel until a 
full 10 days after 
your symptoms 
started or the date 
your positive test 
was taken if you had 
no symptoms. 

Avoid being around 
people who 
are more likely to 
get very sick from 
COVID-19. 
 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Quarantine and Isolation Guidance 
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INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCING A FEVER 
 

• If a student or employee is exhibiting a fever while at a district school or site, the 
individual should be sent home. 

• The individual will be encouraged to make an appointment with their primary care 
physician to determine a diagnosis for the fever and other symptoms that may be 
present.  

• The individual’s doctor will make the determination on protocols for diagnosis including 
whether a COVID test is appropriate.  

• Students or staff must be fever-free for 24 hours without the use of medications before 
returning to a district site.  
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