
Minutes of Meeting 

Abbeville County School District Board of Trustees 

February 4, 2014 (Rescheduled from 1-28-14) 

6:00 p.m. 

400 Greenville Street 

Abbeville, South Carolina 

 

 
In accordance with the Code of Laws 1976, Section 30-4-80 (d) as amended, The Press and Banner, The 

Index Journal, The Anderson Independent, and The Greenville News were notified of the time and place 

and were given an agenda of the meeting. 

 

Trustees Present:  Mr. David Brooks, Dr. Bill Crenshaw, Mr. Stacy Mitchell, Mr. Joseph Reynolds, Mr. 

Tim Rhodes, Mr. Buster Taylor and Mr. James B. Tisdale, Jr. 

 

Administrative Personnel Present: Dr. Sharon Wall, Ms. Julie Williams, Ms. Joyce Cunningham, Ms. Jean 

Smith, Ms. Betty Jo Hall, Mr. Sherwin Johnson, Ms. Roni Scott, Mr. Matt Kimsey, Mr. Sam Jones, Ms. 

Wanda Thomasson 

 

At 6:00 p.m. Mr. Rhodes started the budget workshop; Board members present were Mr. Buster Taylor, 

Mr. James Tisdale, Mr. Tim Rhodes, Mr. Joseph Reynolds, Mr. Stacy Mitchell, Mr. David Brooks.  Dr. 

Wall gave a budget presentation on the 2014-2015 Budget.  She listed many facts used in preparing the 

budget.  She also informed the Board on Title I, Title II, Title III, Title VI, IDEA 611 and 619, CATE, and 

Adult Education, all of which are Federal funds; giving the current allocation and how these monies are 

being dispersed.  Also Medicaid Reimbursement which is Federal and State funds, School Food Services 

– Federal and Local Funds, EIA – State Funds, Restricted State Funding – State Funding, Education 

Lottery Act Program – State Funds were discussed.  Act 388 and what the act did and did not do was 

shared with Board members.  Dr. Wall shared Governor Haley’s Budget proposal with the Board 

members.  At 6:50 the budget workshop came to an end. 

 

1. Call to Order  

Mr. Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Rhodes led the pledge of allegiance.    

 

3. Approve Agenda – Mr. Tim Rhodes 

Mr. Rhodes said the agenda had been sent out and needs to be approved.  Mr. Rhodes said he 

would like the agenda changed to remove the action for the Superintendent search. He said if there 

were no objections, the agenda would be accepted as approved.  

 

4. Sign Claims 

Claims were signed. 

 

5. Approve Minutes 

Mr. Rhodes informed the Board that Dr. Kolb had called and asked that the minutes of the 

November, 2013 meeting be amended to reflect that he (Dr. Kolb) stated at that meeting that he 

does not plan to seek re-election for his seat on the School Board in November 2014.   Mr. Rhodes 

asked if there was a motion to accept the minutes as amended from the November meeting.  Dr. 



Crenshaw made a motion to accept the minutes as written; this motion was properly seconded and 

carried unanimously. 

 

6. Gold Star Highlights 

Ms. Hall welcomed Erskine students who were attending the Board meeting. She recognized Ms. Gail 

Hawthorne, president of the Abbeville County Education Association, who thanked the Board members 

for what they do and asked them to please always remember that the students are the futures of this county 

and to take them to heart when making decisions concerning education. Ms. Hall also thanked the Board 

for their continued support with education in our county. A small token was given to each Board member. 

 

Ms. Hall asked for Dr. Wall and Mr. Rhodes to join her for recognition of a Board Member.  Mr. 

Reynolds was recognized for serving on the school board for 20 years. 

 

7. Public Input – There was no public input. 

 

8. Superintendent Search – Dr. Henry Hunt 

Dr. Hunt went through a review to the Board describing how the Superintendent search would be handled 

if the Board entered into a contract with the SCSBA. 

 

9. 2012-2013 Audit Presentation – Elliott Davis, LLC 

George Kennedy, CPA with Elliott Davis gave the audit presentation.  We received an unmodified or 

"clean" opinion on the audit. We increased fund balance by $1,887,184, largely due to an increase in 

property tax revenue. 

 

10. Administrative Section 

A. Maintenance/Construction Update – Mr. Sam Jones 

Mr. Jones said that his report had been sent to them in their packets; he briefly discussed the items 

on the report and asked if there were any questions. He informed the Board of a water damage 

situation at Wright Middle school due to weather related incidents.  He continued that hopefully the 

portables would be leaving the premises as soon as the ground dries out. 

 

Mr. Jones also gave the Board an Energy Consumption Report. 

  

B. Financial Update – Ms. Roni Scott 

Ms. Scott told the Board that they had received their financial report and asked if there were any 

questions.   

 

C. Ms. Betty Jo Hall 

Ms. Hall told the Board that we had a snow day on January 29 and that day will be made up on 

March 21
st
.  Ms. Hall gave the Board an Advanc-Ed update and told them she had talked with the 

lead evaluator and we would have a 5 member team coming to visit the district March 30 through 

April 2.  The evaluators are from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. They would 

like to interview each Board member; Ms. Hall sent around a sign-up sheet for the Board to pick a 

time to be interviewed by the team.  There will be a full Board meeting on Wednesday April 2
nd

 at 

12 noon to go over the findings of the team.    

 

Ms. Hall told Board members that we had first reading of Board Policy JLCD – Assisting Students 

with Medications.  Mr. Brooks made a motion to accept the administrations’ recommendation 

to approve first reading of this policy. This was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 



D. SCSBA Delegate Assembly Report – Mr. Tim Rhodes 

Mr. Rhodes gave a report on the delegate assembly that he had attended at Hilton Head in 

December. 

 

E. Dr. Sharon Wall 

Dr. Wall reminded the Board that the Statement of Economic Interest is due by March 30 and it is 

to be done electronically. 

 

11. Miscellaneous From the Board 

Mr. Brooks thanked Dr. Wall for keeping the Board updated during the winter weather. 

 

Mr. Mitchell thanked the maintenance guys for all their hard work. 

 

Mr. Rhodes congratulated Mr. Reynolds for serving on the Board for 20 years.  He asked the 

Board if they would like to have another budget workshop at 6:00 or have one during the regular 

Board Meeting. It was decided to hold a budget workshop again at 6:00 P.M. at the March Board 

meeting. 

 

12. Executive Session – Superintendent Search 

Mr. Rhodes said he needed a motion to go into executive session with Dr. Hunt and the Board only 

because there would be a name discussed. Mr. Mitchell made a motion to go into executive session 

to discuss the Superintendent Search.  This motion was properly seconded and carried 

unanimously. 

 

13. Return to Open Session 

At 8:25 p.m. the Board returned to open session. Mr. Brooks made a motion for the School Board to 

contract with South Carolina School Board Association to begin our Superintendent search. This 

motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

14.  Adjourn 

At 8:27 p.m. Dr. Crenshaw made a motion to adjourn the meeting, this was properly seconded and 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

 


