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Practical Activities to Help Your Child Succeed

Interviewing the author

Your child can thj i
think like a nonficti
; tion author whj i i i
comprehension skills to use with this activit Ve pantag s i

I i ’
ngredients: nonfiction book

Have your youngster read a book
OF an activity he enjoys after sch

about something he’s studying i
ool (the Civil War, baseball)).’mg 5 sl

Now pretend you’ io i i
p youre a radio interviewer and your youngster is the book author

you're interviewing! Ask ques-

%ions like “Why is this topic
Important to you?” or “What
kind of research did you do
to get all the facts?” As he
answers your questions, he’ll
think critically abou the
book and the authors pur-

pose for writing it.
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Squarurage your child to cyy several lar,
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Just hang your Recipes poster on
GEOMETRY the refrigerator and sneak in an

activity when you have a few
minutes. These fun activities will
help develop school success and
positive behavior. Check off each
box as you complete the “recipe.”

Ice cube crayons

These “crayon
combine to make new colors.

Ingredients:

Let your youngster
turn 4 sections red, 4 yellow, and 4 blue.

should put a coffee filter on each plat'e and
of ice cubes on each filter.

filter will turn?

yellow, blue) creates
could make purple

s” show your child that primary co

ice cube tray, water; food coloring,
fill an ice cube tray with
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lors (red, yellow, and blue) v
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4 plates, 4 white coffee filters )
water, then use food coloring to }

Freeze until solid. Then, your .Chlld
rub different color combinations o
Can she predict what color each »
v
r more primary colors (red, I

Answer: Mixing two 0

different colors. Your youngster

(red + blue), green (blue + yellow),

orange (yellow + red),
and brown (blue + red
+ yellow).
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WRITING

Super survey
How well does your child know
survey to find out!

Ingredients: paper; pencil
ke a list of questions. Exal

Together, ma '
[avgorite food?” “Which animal do you

L) ?1’
pet?” «Which season do you like best? .
. “ 1. C e
Help your youngster set up & survey booth” at the kit

isi ' wer
table. Each family member visits the booth alone to ans

i ses
the questions. Your youngster should write the respon

4 under each question and add her owrcll. zé[ter each p;;s;)l?elslsas
. Can everyo
d replied, let her read the answers alou WA
Idea: Suggest
that she graph
her survey
results.

her family? She can take a

mples: “What is your
think is the perfect
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Together, brainstorm a list of

community helpers (librarian, para-
medic, construction worker). Then
take turns secretly

choosing a helper and

that the helper uses
(book, bandage, screw-
driver). The other person
tries to name the helper.

LANGUAGE ARTS

How does @ different pomrt ogungster
view change 2 story? Y.ou yne oo
find out by reading OnN¢
Coﬁitteﬂ, then reading it again
21‘155'mg a different point
of view (for exam-

ple, changing “she”

3 . )
filling a bag with items o
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When you watch a TV show or movie, have
your youngster point out ways
characters show respect. (Exam- l‘ '

T ~
L %
ples: asking permission before \
borrowing something, giving up

a seat for an older person.) Then, see how
lp 2 \ | many of the ideas you can use this week.
)
[ EFFoORT
“ Suggest that your child write
Y

down one goal, perhaps learning the
7s multiplication facts. She can draw a star
beside her goal every time she puts effort
into reaching it (say, by reciting the facts
three times before dinner).

[ FAIRNESS
Ask your youngster to name a rule a dog
might think is unfair like “No playing outside
when it rains.” Invite him to come up with
ideas to make the rule fair for both the dog
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