
by Marieke Salomon
staff writer - editorial

     At the beginning of the basketball 
season, Mr. Steckler once again 
reminded fans of all the rules which 
may look a little different that in the 
fall.
     Among these rules is that 
students are not allowed to bring 
anything like a bag into the game and 
that they are only allowed to bring 
what they wear in “normal everyday 
life”.
     As a result, some students have 

complained that they need to bring 
more things to basketball games than 
they carry to school. Students take 
house keys, car keys, and a wallet to 
pay for tickets to away games.
     Mr. Steckler pointed out that if 
students don’t want to hold those 
items, they all fit in pants and shirt 
pockets and do not need an extra 
bag.
     He is not wrong about that, but 
girls, in particular, often have their 
pockets sewn shut, making them 
unusable. Also if girls wear jeans 

with pockets they are often smaller 
and won’t fit the same amount of stuff 
in there that a boy could fit in theirs.
     If students can not fit the stuff that 
their pockets, where are they 
supposed to put it?
     What if the whistle or the chain is 
part of our dress up theme; should 
we just not dress up with accessories 
anymore or what should we do?
     There are many questions about 
what is allowed and what students 
can do for games now because at 
this point nobody is really sure what 

they are allowed to do and for what 
they may get sent home.
     Are we allowed to cheer loud at 
home games when the cheerleaders 
don’t start a cheer and are we 
allowed to start our own cheers at 
away games?
     Students are wondering if the 
rules only count for home games or 
also for away games, and if these 
rules also restrict the other schools' 
student section or only ours.
     At the moment many students are 
confused and are wondering what 
caused the stricter rules and hope for 
more clarification.
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School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta
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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- Garretson’s Hometown 

Christmas is tomorrow!
- Dress up for the tomorrow’s 

double header: BLUE OUT
- There are 9 school days 

(including today) until Winter 
Break starts

Holiday treats are some of the best reasons to 
celebrate this time of year. Which beloved treat 
best matches your personality?

1. How would you describe your fashion style?
A. Trendy and fashion-forward
B. Timeless and simple
C. Dressy and unique
D. Casual

2. What do you want to be when you grow up?
A. Influencer
B. Work in a bank 
C. Middle school teacher 
D. Working in retail / customer service 

3. What is your favorite school subject?
A. Science
B. Math 
C. English
D. Multimedia/journalism

4. What do you want to see in your stocking?
A. Socks
B. Puzzles
C. Coal
D. Sweet Treats

5. What’s your favorite car?
A. Mercedes AMG
B. Volkswagen Slug Bug
C. Kia Soul
D. Mini Cooper Mini

6. What is your favorite game?
A. Monopoly (longest game ever edition)
B. Candy land
C. Uno
D. Spoons

7. Which kitchen appliance do you most want to 
have?

A. Kitchen-Aid Stand Mixer
B. Coffee Maker
C. Ladles 
D. Air Fryer

Personality Quiz: What holiday treat are you?

The sixth graders capped off a perfect regular 
season by winning the tournament championship 
as well. THe girls were coached by Jill Stiefvater 
and Jacki Rotert
Back Row: Coach Jill Stiefvater, Cecelia Fiegen, 
Brooklyn Schwebach, Ava Peters, Harper 
Hanisch, Harper Andera, Sahara Millwood, 
Annalise Hoeck, Coach Jacki Rotert
Front Row: Brynlee Stiefvater, Jordyn Graff, 
Haylee Rotert, Brenna Smith

Fans are being restricted
Garretson students were 
told this week that their 
theme outfits, accessories, 
and personal items may not 
be permied into the 
building for events 
anymore, leaving many with 
questions of what is and 
isn’t allowed.

The Garretson student section showed up, dressed up, and cheered passionately at a volleyball game in Tri-Valley on August 23. Embracing the Hawaiian 
dress up, Josh Gilbert wore goggles around his neck, something that he obviously wouldn’t normally wear; he only wore them because of the dress up theme 
and nobody seemed to have a problem with that. Accessories like that are some of the items that are now in question as to whether they are allowed or not.

Photo by Nora Bonte
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Cheer is back but found in a 
different place

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

     At home games for both 
boys and girls basketball, the 
cheer squad will be 
supporting the Blue Dragons. 
The girls will be on the 
sidelines when the games 
are active, but will still 
engage the crowd during 
timeouts. 
     For me, basketball cheer 
is bound to be an exciting 
new sport! I have participated 
in football and wrestling 
cheer, and basketball cheer 
is like the perfect 
combination of both. The 
squad remains indoors where 
it is warm but has the chance 
to lead more complex cheers 
and even stunts.
     Wrestling cheer was a 
blast. However, sitting for 
long periods of time during 
meets or running around the 
gym for 10 hours during 
tournaments was not.
     During basketball games, 

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer - editorial

     Wrestling cheer has been 
a staple winter sport featured 
at Garretson High School for 
years. This year, however, 
winter cheer has undergone 
a complete remodel. 
Cheerleaders are rooting for 
the basketball teams rather 
than for wrestling.
     The switch happened last 
spring when cheer coach 
Elizabeth Etrheim sent out a 
survey to eighth grade 
through junior students 
concerning next year’s winter 
cheer season. The survey 
simply asked the students to 
mark if they would be 
interested in winter cheer and 
if they would prefer wrestling 
or basketball cheer. The 
survey results showed that 
more students wanted to 
participate in basketball 
cheer.

Ultimate
Tic Tac Toe
Challenge

 much faster as opposed to a 
wrestling meet.
     Another perk that sticks 
out to me is that the 
basketball games are much 
more fast-paced than a 
wrestling match. With 
basketball, there’s always 
action and movement 
happens so fast! Whereas in 
wrestling, it can take minutes 
for battling wrestlers to take 
one or the other down.
     Cheering is much more 
thrilling when there is 
liveliness to the game. At 
basketball games, the 
student section seems to be 
more excited. This makes it 
easier to promote school 
spirit for the cheerleaders 
and get involved with the 
crowd!
     “I enjoy basketball cheer 
because it is a great 
opportunity to spend time 
with others I never had the 
time to be with,” said 
basketball cheerleader Chloe 

Flahaven. “This year I 
appreciate the small group, 
so we can learn about each 
other.”
     “I chose Basketball cheer 
over other cheer as I know 
the sport. I used to be on a 
Basketball team so I can 
understand what is 
happening in the game 
compared to the other 
sports,” Flahaven stated.
     I think that basketball 
cheer will be a great addition 
to the winter sports we 
already feature here at 
Garretson High School. In 
the following years, I 
sincerely hope that a new 
wave of girls will decide to try 
something new and become 
a basketball cheerleader!
  The basketball cheerleaders 
will be present at the double 
header tomorrow and all of 
the home games to come. I 
can say on behalf of all of us 
that we are excited to see 
what this season has to offer!

Winter cheerleaders switch sports moving 
from wrestling to basketball

Marissa Smith, Elizabeth Roth, Rebekah Roth, and Chloe Flahaven watch the girls basketball game this past 
Tuesday, December 6 waiting for a prime moment to practice one of their new cheers. Garretson had basketball 
cheerleaders up until the 2016-2017 school year and switched to wrestling for winter cheer in the 2017-2018 season. 

Photo by Mrs. Angela Bly

we get to stand and move 
around. Cheerleaders also 
get to participate in the 
school song routine prior to 
the game, unlike in wrestling. 
The games also tend to run

The basketball cheerleaders lead the student section during a timeout in recent action in the Dragons Lair. Rebekah 
Roth (far left) is an experienced cheerleader for Garretson spending time on the football cheer squad as well as 
wrestling cheer in previous years. This is the first year for Chloe Flahaven, Elizabeth Roth, and Marissa Smith. 

Photo by Mrs. Angela Bly
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WOULD YOU RATHER…

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

3 Blue Ink

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 28
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Saturday, October 29
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Monday, October 31
- Happy Halloween
Tuesday, November 1
- Region 3A Volleyball @ Dell Rapids (7:00)
Wednesday, November 2
- Early Out (1:30)
- Financial Aid Meeting (2:00)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:00-6:00)
- Book Fair
Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

ALL-STATE CHOIR rehearses today and performs 
tomorrow in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s choral 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA is currently at the National FFA Convention. 
The National Market Plan team of Drew Pederson, 
Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn Gaspar represent 
South Dakota in the national competition.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

Guys and gals gaming at school
by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer

     Video games have grown since the seventies. 
We went from 8 bit to 1080p 120hz, 2D to virtual 
reality, having your friend come over to play to 
playing with people across the world over the 
internet. 
     Now finally we have media covering this new 
form of entertainment. Video game tournaments, 
reviews, speedruns, let’s plays, and competitions 
are all vessels of enjoyment people participate in, 
whether participating or creating them. People will 
watch skilled players participate in bracketed 
tournaments in games such as Smash Brothers, 
Call of Duty, and Rainbow Six Siege. These 
players have a very thorough understanding of the 
games they play, it’s quite admirable. 
     Watching reviews for games can help you 
understand what game you want to buy or figure 
out if it’s right for you or your children. There are 
even some comical reviews made on YouTube

channels such as Scott the Woz, and Angry Video 
Game Nerd. 
     Speedruns are where some of the most skilled 
gamers show their skills. The goal is simple: try to 
beat a hema as fast as you can. “Speedrunners,” 
as they’re called, spend years perfecting optimal 
routes to take, time saves, and game breaking 
glitches to perform. 
     Just recently the original Super Mario Brothers 
for the NES was beaten in under five minutes, this 
was huge for the community or speedrunning. 
     Speedrunners spend 3-4 hours a day, 5-6 days 
a week for months or even years to get a world 
record. Let’s plays come from YouTube, people 
with interesting and funny personalities play 
through video games. 
     Some people think it’s odd that people will 
watch other people play a game when you could 
just play it yourself, a counter argument for this 
could be perhaps the game is too expensive, you 
could see what the game is like to play, or the 
biggest reason is there are some very charismatic 

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

Esports have burst onto the scene and continues to aract new viewers and increases popularity

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:
Band
TATU
Tutoring
Basketball Cheer

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:
My friends and our jokes

FAVORITE SCHOOL LUNCH:
My own lunch

FAVORITE CLASS YOU’VE 
TAKEN:
Band or Dual Credit

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Attend USD for Pre-Med and 
having my major as Biology or 
Health Services

Senior Spotlight Chloe 
Flahaven

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 10
 - JH BBB v. Chester (9:00/10:00
 - JH GBB v. Chester (9:00)
 - GBB v. Chester (11:15/1:45)
 - BBB v. Chester (12:30/3:00)
Monday, December 12
 - MS/HS Band and Choir Pie Social & Concert 
(Desserts @ 6:00/Concert @ 7:00)
Tuesday, December 13
 - JH GBB @ Canton (4:00)
 - GBB v. Tri-Valley (4:00/6:15)
 - BBB v. Tri-Valley (5:00/7:30)
Thursday, December 8
 - BBB v. Tri-Valley (6:15/7:30)
Friday, December 16
 - JH BBB @ Baltic (4:00)
Saturday, December 17
 - Wrestling @ MVPCS Tourney (9:30)
 - GBB @ Entringer in Colman v. Arlington (12:30)

Worth Mentioning
CONGRATULATIONS to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders on a wonderful music program last week.

BAND AND CHOIR has their annual Music and Pie 
Concert on Monday, December 12.

1st SEMESTER ENDS on December 21. Semester 
Tests will be those last few days of school.

WINTER BREAK runs December 22-January 3.

personalities and they are very entertaining to 
watch such as Pewdiepie, markiplier, and 
SuperMega. 
     Some could say why don’t you play football or 
basketball instead of watching it, the same rule 
applies. Seeing your favorite stud on the field 
catch a game winning touchdown is a pleasure in 
life many families and dads indulge in. 
     Finally competitions, they consist of two teams 
playing for glory, just like normal sports except 
less physically demanding. It takes big brain 
power. Some schools and colleges have added 
esports, as they’re called, to their roster of 
activities they 
offer. 
     Maybe our 
school will be 
blessed with this 
new sport/activity
that anyone can 
get into and enjoy.

Garretson hosts Hometown 
Christmas this weekend

     Garretson’s Hometown Christmas 
returns to Main Street on Saturday 
December 10. 
     Between a vendor fair, kids’ crafts, and 
local business specials, there is something 
to do for everyone at any time of the day. 
     The culmination of the celebration will be 
the parade of lights that starts at 6:30.

9:00-12:00 - Community Appreciation Meal 
@ Legion Dugout
9:00-3:00 - Museum open with free cider, 
popcorn, coffee, and treats
11:00-1:00 - Kids Crafts and Santa @ 
Legion Dugout
     For a complete list of events, please visit 
the Garretson website: 
https://visitgarretsonsd.com/hometown-christmas/
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2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Personality Quiz 
Results Which holiday treat are you?

If you got mostly A, you are a Candy Cane. 
You are fashionable and trendy. And while you 
have business to do (and you get things done), 
you also like to have a good time. Your 
versatile personality makes you the perfect 
person to have around in any situation.

If you got mostly B, you are Gingerbread. You 
are classic. Your old-timey style and sensitive 
nature is very refreshing and calming, 
especially during this hectic time of year. You 
may be more like your Grandma and Grandpa 
with your classic approach, but let’s be real, 
who doesn’t like going to their grandparents’ 
house anyway.

If you got mostly C, you are Fruitcake. You 
are definitely unique! Your eccentric personality 
and misunderstood qwirks are endearing. 
Without you, everyone would be the same. You 
definitely bring the spice to the party and while 
people may not always get what you do, they 
love that you embrace who you are.

If you got mostly D, you are Puppy Chow. 
Yes, you are a social butterfly and everyone’s 
favorite. You light up the room the moment you 
walk in. Furthermore you are reliable. People 
know what to expect  from you and you deliver 
every time. Thanks for your consistency and 
your energy! By the way - the journalism class 
agrees that Puppy Chow should be renamed to 
Snow Squares (even if it is just for the holiday 
season)! 4 Blue Ink

Flandreau Tournament
Saturday, December 3, 2022

Infographic created by Treyton Chester


