
by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     November 12, 2022, was a great 
day for the Garretson sixth grade 
volleyball team. The ladies had to 
play two games in the tournament, 
before playing in the championship 
game. 
   They played their first game at 
8AM, and since there were only 8 
teams in the bracket, if they lost, they 
would have been done. The girls’ 

had a great run leading up to the end 
of the season tournament as they 
were undefeated during the regular 
season. 
    The sixth grade girls were coached 
by Jackie Rotert and Jill Stiefvater. 
While the girls ended up on top, it 
wasn’t necessarily an easy road. 
“Our first playoff game was at 8AM - 
early morning games are never our 
thing. We worked hard and improved 
throughout the day,” said Coach 
Rotert. 

     She further explained that they did 
do well with a lot of things throughout 
the day though, “These girls set up 
the ball more in the tournament than I 
had seen all year. Our passing, 
serving, talking, setting, and spiking 
all worked well for us.” 
     The girls were very happy to be 
the champions, and said that they all 
played very well, but Annalise Hoeck 
was one that stood out to them most, 
“Annalise was probably the MVP. 
She had a lot of spikes,” exclaimed 

Harper Andera. 
     The feeling of being champions 
was amazing to everyone, even the 
coaches, “It felt amazing and so 
worth all the time and effort. These 
girls are great kids. They play well 
together and are very coachable. So 
fun.” 
     The sixth grade girls believe they 
will have a solid team next year if the 
same girls continue to go out for the 
sport, and they are very excited to 
see what junior high volleyball will be 
like. 
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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 
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McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta
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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- Today is the first event for 

winter sports, girls play 
basketball at Baltic

- Dress up for the game: 
BLUE OUT

- There are 14 school days 
(including today) until Winter 
Break starts

Garretson School District is embracing the holiday season. Fridays return as Festive Fridays students and sta are 
encouraged to wear their favorite Christmas aire, including those Ugly Sweaters.

by Treyton Chester
staff writer

     With the basketball season getting 
to a start with the Girls High School 
Basketball's first game today against 
Baltic, at Baltic, we should all go 
support them for their first game! But  
are they all ready for the season?
     The girls started practice the week 
of Thanksgiving while the boys were 
the week following.
     Both teams look very different from 
last year’s squads, but different isn’t 
always a bad thing.

Q: What is your prediction on 
performance?
 - Adi F: I think we will do very well 
this year.
 - Mr. Schrank: I think we will do fairly 
well and try to beat our record from 
last year.
 - Cole J: I think we should do pretty 
good.
 - Matthew G: We should be alright.

Q: How did your first practice go?
 - Adi F: It went good!
 - Mr. Schrank: I thought it went well.
 - Cole J: It went as a first practice 
should go.

 - Matthew: It was alright.

Q: Do you think your team will be 
ready for the first game?
 - Adi F: Yeah I think we will.
 - Mr.Schrank: Well I hope so.
 - Cole J: There’s only one way to 
find out.
 - Matthew G: Most likely.

Q: How are the underclassmen 
doing being new to high school 
ball?
 - Adi F: They're doing pretty well, 
but they’ll get used to it.
 - Mr.Schrank: They’re doing pretty 

Basketball gets ready to hit the hardwood

The sixth graders capped off a perfect regular 
season by winning the tournament championship 
as well. THe girls were coached by Jill Stiefvater 
and Jacki Rotert
Back Row: Coach Jill Stiefvater, Cecelia Fiegen, 
Brooklyn Schwebach, Ava Peters, Harper 
Hanisch, Harper Andera, Sahara Millwood, 
Annalise Hoeck, Coach Jacki Rotert
Front Row: Brynlee Stiefvater, Jordyn Graff, 
Haylee Rotert, Brenna Smith

Festive Fridays return to GSD

 darn good.
 - Cole J: We only had one 
freshman but he’s one of us, so he 
got with it quick.
 - Matthew G: I think he’s (Brecken) 
been doing good, but there’s always 
room for improvement.
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The top five best and worst 
gifts to give this season

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

pretty general gift but nobody 
would pass it up, and it is 
something that people will 
get regular use out of!
#2: Bluetooth speakers 
     It can be said that almost 
everyone enjoys listening to 
music. Give the gift of a 
heightened musical 
experience! These will be 
perfect for parties, 
gatherings, and everyday 
use!
#3: Furniture and/or 
decorative pieces
      Most people will enjoy 
new furniture items, no 
matter how small! If you 
understand a person’s taste, 
it’s easy to find a beautiful 
accent for their home or 
office. This does not exclude 
children—in fact, many kids 
love their own furniture or 
decorative pieces. For 
instance, what child wouldn’t 
want bean bag chairs or a 
fun rug?
#4: Sentimental Objects
     The best way to get a gift 
someone will love is to pull 
on their heartstrings. 
Something sentimental could 
be anything from meaningful 
jewelry to a photo album with 
special moments inside. It’s 
important to consider what is 
significant to the present 
receiver and base your ideas 
off of that. 
#5: Experience
     Still don’t have any gift 
thoughts? Maybe you 
shouldn’t give anything at all! 
Many people will enjoy the 
gift of an experience just as 
much, if not more, than a 
physical gift. There’s dozens 
of options when it comes to 
giving an experience. For 
example, you could buy the 
gift recipient tickets to watch 
their favorite team play or to 
go to a concert.

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer

     The holiday season is 
finally here. For many, now is 
the time to start gift shopping 
for loved ones. 
     Amid the incessant 
Christmas advertisements 
and bustling shopping 
centers, it can be difficult for 
one to find the right gift for 
someone. So, I have made a 
specially fabricated gift list to 
aid in the seasonal stressors!
     It’s important to give 
useful, thoughtful, or 
meaningful gifts to the people 
you care for. With enough 
consideration given, that 
person could remember that 
present forever!
     Several students and staff 
at Garretson School listed a 
variety of different gifts they 
had fond memories of. 
Students like sophomores 
Collin Shellum and Jakob 
Gnadt remembered 
comfortable items like 
sweatshirts and socks, 
whereas sophomore Brock 
Bonte believed a trampoline 
to be his favorite gift. More 
specifically, middle school 
teacher Andrew TerWee 
mentioned that the best 
present he had ever received 
was an Atari video game 
system.
     Nonetheless, these 
suggestions may not fit every 
person, so it can still be 
troublesome finding the 
perfect gifts for someone. 
Hence why I have made a 
simple list of the top five best 
gifts for about anyone!

TOP FIVE
#1: Anything comfortable!
     This can include 
sweatshirts, socks, blankets, 
and so much more! It’s a 

Ultimate
Tic Tac Toe
Challenge

by Marieke Salomon
staff writer

     With the beginning of the 
Christmas season, 
everybody is thinking about 
what they should get their 
closest family and friends as 
a present.
     We are all excited for that 
one gift that we know we will 
get and then there are some 
other presents that you open 
and go like” oh thanks”.
     Over the years everybody 
has gotten at least one bad 
present that they didn’t like or 
had no use for.
     We all got at least once a 
bad present for someone too 
because we didn’t have 
enough time to buy a present 
or had no time to think about 
the right present for that 
special person.
     Regardless of why 
someone may be rushing to 
find a gift, there are some "go 
to" presents that many 
people think others would like 
but just make the impression 
of not really caring.
     As an example socks, 
candles, or picture frames 
are nothing that you would be 
too excited for.
Sure those all are great 
things but would you like to 
get a candle or a picture 
frame every year for 
christmas?
     Even people that know 
you very well don’t always 
take their time to think about 
the right present for you.
     “My grandma got me 
raisins even though I don't 
even like raisins,” stated 
Brock Bonte.
     This is a great example of 

a present they didn’t really 
think about or it was a last 
minute idea.
     Sure it is hard to pick the 
right present for the right 
person but you should 
always take more time to 
plan what to give a person 
that just gets them than 
giving them a useless 
present.

BOTTOM FIVE
These are the 5 worst gifts in 
my opinion:
#1: Picture Frames
     Because you can’t really 
do anything with it. Sure it is 
a great memory but after you 
get a picture frame from 
every friend you eventually 
run out of space and just 
start putting them in a jar.
#2: Socks
     In my opinion it is just 
something everybody is like 
“thanks” socks but you don’t 
really need or want them and 
that makes it my place at #2.
#3: Soap 
     Sure, useful - but then you 
need to ask yourself if you 
smell so bad that other 
people need to buy soap for 
you.
#4: Candles
     Awesome invention and it 
is great to have them but in 
my opinion giving candles to 
someone just makes the 
impression that you didn’t 
really think about it and just 
bought a candle to have 
something.
#5: Anything that is 
supposed to “help” you do 
your chores better 
     Just no! If you think 
someone should clean their 
house better just tell them 
and don’t hide it in a present.

Christmas presents nobody really wantsFive fail-proof gift ideas

Finding that perfect gift can be very 
satisfying once it has been 
purchased but getting to that point 
may be stressful and could possibly 
cause you to make some poor 
decisions along the way.
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WOULD YOU RATHER…

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 28
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Saturday, October 29
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Monday, October 31
- Happy Halloween
Tuesday, November 1
- Region 3A Volleyball @ Dell Rapids (7:00)
Wednesday, November 2
- Early Out (1:30)
- Financial Aid Meeting (2:00)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:00-6:00)
- Book Fair
Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

ALL-STATE CHOIR rehearses today and performs 
tomorrow in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s choral 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA is currently at the National FFA Convention. 
The National Market Plan team of Drew Pederson, 
Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn Gaspar represent 
South Dakota in the national competition.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

“Essential” life skills

by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer

     There are just some things that everyone 
knows how to do (hopefully) such as breathing, 
eating, drinking, sleeping. These are the bare 
bones of living. 
     Some things that aren’t as necessary to know 
are how to do a push-up, how to dance, how to be 
tolerant to other people. These are all well and 
dandy but me and my fellow journalists have 
come up with a few things we think everyone 
should know how to do. If you don’t know one or 
more of these things then you better learn them, 
now!
       My first personal choice is knowing how to 
defend yourself. As any well versed street nomad 
would say “it be tough in the skreets.” 

     You don’t need to know how to do a jab right 
cross 540 kick followed by a one two combo and a 
rolling thunder kick to finish off your target. Even 
knowing how to use a taser or pepper spray is a 
really good idea if you like to walk outside without 
getting your wallet stolen. 
     You could go the martial art route if you’d like 
to earn some street honor though. 
     Another thing that would be not as helpful but 
still good to know is how to play chess. It’s as 
simple as learning what moves all the pieces do, 
that’s it. 
     You don’t need to know any complex chess 
moves like castling or en passant. Now you can 
play your grandfather in chess and get destroyed. 
Or you could head down to the park and beat 
other older folks. You’ll be a shining example for 
our younger generation to the older. 

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

There are some things people should just know how to do in order to get 
by, be safe, and socialize

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:
Football
Wrestling

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:
Football Games

FAVORITE SCHOOL LUNCH:
Crispitos

FAVORITE CLASS YOU’VE 
TAKEN:
Gym Class

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Undecided

Senior Spotlight Hunter 
Abraham

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, December 2
 - JH GBB @ Baltic (4:00)
 - GBB @ Baltic (6:15/7:15)
Saturday, December 3
 - Wrestling @ Flandreau (10:00)
 - Winter Formal @ American Legion (7:00-9:00)
Saturday, December 4
 - FFA @ State Leadership in Pierre
Monday, December 5
 - FFA @ State Leadership in Pierre
 - JH GBB @ West Central (4:00)
 - JH/JV Wrestling @ Flandreau (4:30)
 - PTO Movie Night @ Dell Rapids (6:30)
Tuesday, December 6
 - JH BBB v. Hills Beaver Creak (4:00/5:00)
 - GBB v. Tri-Valley (6:15/7:15)
Thursday, December 8
 - JH BBB v. Tri-Valley (4:00/5:00)
Saturday, December 10
 - JH BBB v. Chester (9:00/10:00
 - JH GBB v. Chester (9:00)
 - GBB v. Chester (11:15/1:45)
 - BBB v. Chester (12:30/3:00)

Worth Mentioning
CONGRATULATIONS to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders on a wonderful music program last night.

BAND AND CHOIR has their annual Music and Pie 
Concert on Monday, December 12.

1st SEMESTER ENDS on December 21. Semester 
Tests will be those last few days of school.

WINTER BREAK runs December 22-January 3.

     One final thing I think everyone should know 
how to do is swim. Apparently 17% of Americans 
can’t swim, that may seem odd to you, and it is. 
Knowing how to tread water should be a simple 
skill that children should learn by at least six. 
     Seventy-one percent of the earth is water so 
be careful out there non-swimmers. Taking 
swimming lessons as an adult may seem 
embarrassing but it’s better than drowning at 24 
years old. Or just have someone who can swim 
teach you. 
     There are some things that all people should 
know. If you don’t know any of these you get until 
February to complete them as I assume you will 
make it your New Year’s resolution.

Garretson hosts Hometown 
Christmas next weekend

     Garretson’s Hometown Christmas 
returns to Main Street on Saturday 
December 10. 
     Between a vendor fair, kids’ crafts, and 
local business specials, there is something 
to do for everyone at any time of the day. 
     The culmination of the celebration will be 
the parade of lights that starts at 6:30.

9:00-12:00 - Community Appreciation Meal 
@ Legion Dugout
9:00-3:00 - Museum open with free cider, 
popcorn, coffee, and treats
11:00-1:00 - Kids Crafts and Santa @ 
Legion Dugout
     For a complete list of events, please visit 
the Garretson website: 
https://visitgarretsonsd.com/hometown-christmas/



December 2, 2022 | ISSUE NUMBER 10-0016

by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     “Tomorrow is Friday, make sure to 
bring 50 cents if you want a malt,” 
exclaimed all the teachers. The kids 
were so excited and were always 
wondering if it was a vanilla or 
chocolate malt every Friday. 
     In elementary school, the malts 
were the most exciting thing that 
children looked forward to on Fridays. 
Some students wonder why that was 
ever taken away from the lunchroom. 
     There has been talk that maybe it 
had broken, but according to a 
reliable source the ice cream machine 
did not meet the nutrition 
requirements, therefore it was taken 
away. 
     In today's lunchroom, middle 
school and high school students get 

The new Ninja Creami may be the trick to having fresh 
ice cream but still meeting nutritional guidelines

the choice to choose from multiple 
kinds of ice cream each day, but 
apparently the old malt machine didn’t 
meet nutritional standards? If that’s 
the case, has anyone heard of the 
Ninja Creami? 
     The Ninja Creami is a machine, 
where you freeze anything you would 
like into a solid, and when you put it 
into the machine, it will turn into 
anything from ice cream, sorbet, or a 
milkshake. On Amazon, it only costs 
$189 for a nice Ninja Creami. 
     If the school would charge 50 
cents for the Ninja Creami, you could 
have the Ninja Creami paid for in just 
a few weeks. Plus to increase the 
nutritional value, the delicious treats 
could be made from any fruits like 
strawberries or bananas
     So, who thinks that the Ninja 
Creami should be a replacement?

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

A possible malt 
machine replacement

by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

     With the World Cup having its 
13th day today, France, Brazil, 
Portugal, Netherlands, Senegal, 
United States, England, Australia, 
Argentina, Poland, Morocco, and 
Croatia are all of the teams that are 
still in. 
     Qatar, Canada, Ecuador, Iran, 
Wales, Denmark, Tunisia, Mexico, 
and Saudi Arabia have all been 
eliminated from the World Cup. 
     The World Cup has been going 
on since 1930 and happens every 
four years; this year it is located in 
Qatar. So the athletes are not only 
dealing with tough competition but 
sweltering heat as well. 
     The country that is most likely to 
win is Brazil, since they have won 
the most World Cups: 5 total 
happening in 1958, 1962, 1970, 
1994 and 2002. 

Global soccer event in Qatar has made headlines 
multiple times, for multiple reasons

disappointments with some 
countries winning and some losing.   
Saudi Aabia took down a 
powerhouse  in Argentina, Japan 
beat Germany and Spain, Iran 
defeated Wales, the USA beating 
Iran. 
     Some disagreements were going 
on between Iran and the US, and 
Iran's state media has called for the 
US to be kicked out of the 2022 
World Cup after the United States 
Soccer Federation changed Iran's 
flag on its social media platforms to 
show support for protesters in Iran. 
     The US soccer team takes on 
the Netherlands tomorrow in the 
round of 16

World Cup 2022

Personality Quiz 
Results Which holiday treat are you?

If you got mostly A, you are a Candy Cane. 
You are fashionable and trendy. And while you 
have business to do (and you get things done), 
you also like to have a good time. Your 
versatile personality makes you the perfect 
person to have around in any situation.

If you got mostly B, you are Gingerbread. You 
are classic. Your old-timey style and sensitive 
nature is very refreshing and calming, 
especially during this hectic time of year. You 
may be more like your Grandma and Grandpa 
with your classic approach, but let’s be real, 
who doesn’t like going to their grandparents’ 
house anyway.

If you got mostly C, you are Fruitcake. You 
are definitely unique! Your eccentric personality 
and misunderstood qwirks are endearing. 
Without you, everyone would be the same. You 
definitely bring the spice to the party and while 
people may not always get what you do, they 
love that you embrace who you are.

If you got mostly D, you are Puppy Chow. 
Yes, you are a social butterfly and everyone’s 
favorite. You light up the room the moment you 
walk in. Furthermore you are reliable. People 
know what to expect  from you and you deliver 
every time. Thanks for your consistency and 
your energy! By the way - the journalism class 
agrees that Puppy Chow should be renamed to 
Snow Squares (even if it is just for the holiday 
season)! 4 Blue Ink


