
by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     November 12, 2022, was a great 
day for the Garretson sixth grade 
volleyball team. The ladies had to 
play two games in the tournament, 
before playing in the championship 
game. 
   They played their first game at 
8AM, and since there were only 8 
teams in the bracket, if they lost, they 
would have been done. The girls’ 

had a great run leading up to the end 
of the season tournament as they 
were undefeated during the regular 
season. 
    The sixth grade girls were coached 
by Jackie Rotert and Jill Stiefvater. 
While the girls ended up on top, it 
wasn’t necessarily an easy road. 
“Our first playoff game was at 8AM - 
early morning games are never our 
thing. We worked hard and improved 
throughout the day,” said Coach 
Rotert. 

     She further explained that they did 
do well with a lot of things throughout 
the day though, “These girls set up 
the ball more in the tournament than I 
had seen all year. Our passing, 
serving, talking, setting, and spiking 
all worked well for us.” 
     The girls were very happy to be 
the champions, and said that they all 
played very well, but Annalise Hoeck 
was one that stood out to them most, 
“Annalise was probably the MVP. 
She had a lot of spikes,” exclaimed 

Harper Andera. 
     The feeling of being champions 
was amazing to everyone, even the 
coaches, “It felt amazing and so 
worth all the time and effort. These 
girls are great kids. They play well 
together and are very coachable. So 
fun.” 
     The sixth grade girls believe they 
will have a solid team next year if the 
same girls continue to go out for the 
sport, and they are very excited to 
see what junior high volleyball will be 
like. 
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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta
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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- THANK YOU VETERANS!
- NHS is hosting a Food Drive 

next week.
- Wrestling starts Monday
- There are 8 school days 

(including today) until 
Thanksgiving Break starts

Sixth grade girls are the champions

Sixth grade continues to 
see athletic success, this 
time on the volleyball court. 

The girls finish out a perfect 
season with a championship 
in the Big Sioux Youth 
Volleyball League.

by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer

     Time is money, and money is time…so save 
some time this Black Friday where deals and 
trampling are a regular occurrence. 
     Black Friday is everyone's favorite non-holiday; 
there are deals on all sorts of things, clothes, 
electronics, furniture, and appliances. People all 
over are crazy for 30% off mayonnaise, so crazy in 
fact, that more than five people died last year 
(2021) during the cursed day. 
     Our acclaimed english teacher, Mrs. Buchholz, 
claimed, “I have seen people take items out of

other people's carts. But I have also seen 
someone dive into a pile to grab the item, but they 
actually dove over a child and knocked him over.”
     But she noticed that it isn’t always the crazy 
actions, people get so swept up in finding a 
bargain that they don’t really think things through. 
Buchholz stated, “I also enjoy looking at the price 
differences...one time the item that was ‘such a 
good deal’ was only marked down five cents.” It 
seems like some people need to chill. 
     But it’s not all bad, there are some sensible 
deals hidden between the crazy shoppers. Saving 
money is (almost) always a plus. The atmosphere 
is also certainly not something you’d experience

everyday, especially if you start your shopping 
early in the morning. Mrs. Buchholz, once again, 
states “I love the energy and of course finding 
great deals... And better yet, my husband loves to 
bargain shop as well. So, it is our time together, 
without our kids, where it can just be us, and the 
other crazies who go out early in the morning. 
Then knocking off most of my Christmas list while 
being thrifty is a definite plus.” Truly inspiring. 
There’s nothing quite like leaving the safety of your 
house to go outside in the cold and shop for some 
gifts. This time of the year is a special time, one of 
giving, friendship, and love.

Black Friday browsers become bananas for bargains

The sixth graders capped off a perfect regular 
season by winning the tournament championship 
as well. THe girls were coached by Jill Stiefvater 
and Jacki Rotert
Back Row: Coach Jill Stiefvater, Cecelia Fiegen, 
Brooklyn Schwebach, Ava Peters, Harper 
Hanisch, Harper Andera, Sahara Millwood, 
Annalise Hoeck, Coach Jacki Rotert
Front Row: Brynlee Stiefvater, Jordyn Graff, 
Haylee Rotert, Brenna Smith

Between Black Friday, Small Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday; American shoppers projected to spend billions
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Garretson wrestlers prepare 
for upcoming season

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Youth and energy come into the Blue 
Dragon wrestling program

newcomers to the team. We 
as coaches are excited about 
all these newcomers and to 
watch them progress 
throughout the season.”
    Girls wrestling in particular 
has grown in interest over the 
past couple of years. Autumn 
Gaspar, a senior who is new 
to wrestling this season, 
explained her recently 
discovered enthusiasm for 
the sport.
     “A lot of my friends are in 
wrestling, and I think it's cool 
to try new sports,” Gaspar 
stated. “I’m excited but a little 
nervous about wrestling in 
front of everyone!”
     Although, there are a few 
changes and difficulties that 
have arisen this season. 
Firstly, Garretson’s wrestling

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer

     In just a couple short 
weeks, Garretson’s wrestling 
team will be in full swing with 
tournaments and meets. 
There are 20 members on 
the team—two more than last 
year—and several new 
faces. 
     “We have quite a few new 
members to the team,” said 
head wrestling coach Brady 
Schleuter. “We have three 
7th graders: Talon Miller, Max 
Dickey, and Gavin 
Denherder. Three new girls 
have joined: Autumn Gaspar, 
Danika Juul, and Adair 
Hanisch.”
     “Jayden Davis and David 
Santa Cruz are also

Oral Interp rounds out their season

Ultimate
Tic Tac Toe
Challenge

program no longer has 
sideline cheerleaders to 
increase the determination of 
the wrestlers and engage the 
crowd in support. Last spring, 
it was decided by the head 
cheer coach Elizabeth 
Etrheim that basketball cheer 
would be offered instead, 
since there was a higher 
interest among Garretson 
students by means of a 
survey.
     Additionally, there are 
currently some weight 
classes that are not filled. 
“We will have to do some 
maneuvering this year trying 
to fill all the weight classes. 
Right now, I believe we will 
have about 3 or 4 weight 
classes open—most of them 
being lighter weights,”

Schleuter said.
Another 

inconvenience for the 
wrestling team is that the 
school’s winter formal, the 
Jingle Ball 2022, will be held 
on the same day as the 
team’s first tournament. The 
same situation happened last 
year, and those affiliated with 
wrestling expressed stress in 
attending both functions, 
since tournaments tend to 
last for most of a day.

Gaspar also 
mentioned, “If I stay in my 
weight class I’ll have to 
wrestle Hanna Horvath, so 
that will be interesting.”  
     Horvath, a Hungarian 
foreign exchange student 
who was a part of 
Garretson’s wrestling team 

last year, displayed rising 
skills throughout the season 
and even made it to the state 
tournament.

Still, the Blue 
Dragons are ready to get the 
season rolling. Coach 
Schleuter is especially eager 
to see what the team has to 
offer.

“I am excited about 
the group of boys and girls 
we have this year coming off 
a good season last year. I 
feel like these boys and girls 
are hungry to compete and 
progress this year. From 
what I've seen through the 
first few practices I think our 
team will be able to go out 
and compete with other 
teams and hopefully make 
some noise later in the year!”

Garretson wrestlers pose for a photo during one of their afternoon practices. Practices started on November 14 for the Blue Dragons. Back Row: Caleb Westerbur, Jaden Richter, Wyatt Fry, 
Martin Welch, Preston Bohl, Cole Schleuter, David Santa Cruz, Hunter Abraham, Drew Pederson; Front Row: Jayden Davis, Ty VanHolland, Brock Bonte, Gavin DenHerder, Talon Miller, Max 

Dickey, Autumn Gaspar, Hannah Frewaldt, Adair Hanisch, Danika Juhl
Photo by Marieke Salomon

     The Oral Interp season officially came 
to a close after Monday’s region meet at 
SDSU. And while no one from Garretson 
qualified for state, the young talent that 
participated this year shows promise for 
the future.
     Garretson had two students participate 
at the region competition at SDSU: 
Gracie Fiegen (humorous) and Elizabeth 
Roth (poetry). 
     “The both competed well. While they 
will not advance to the state competition, 
they represented Garretson with poise 
and came away learning a lot from the 
experience,” stated Oral Interp coach 
Erika Brown. 

     This year was a learning experience 
for Garretson interpers just because of 
the inexperience. Practice is one thing but 
to see it all come together during a 
competition adds another level. 
     “Battling nerves was probably the 
biggest challenge this year--especially at 
the region level of competition. 
Performing as an individual provides a lot 
of control, but also a lot of pressure to 
compete with excellence at every 
performance. I'm proud of their work this 
season and of the team as well!”While new to the program, the oral interpretation participants did see successes, 

including last week, November 7 at Dell Rapids. Abigail Fetter (far left) for 
storytelling  and Jayden Davis (far right) for humorous each earned excellents. 
Gracie Fiegen (middle left) in humorous and Elizabeth Roth (middle right) in Poetry 
came away with superior rankings.

Photo by Mrs. Erika Brown, OI coach 
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WOULD YOU RATHER…

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 28
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Saturday, October 29
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Monday, October 31
- Happy Halloween
Tuesday, November 1
- Region 3A Volleyball @ Dell Rapids (7:00)
Wednesday, November 2
- Early Out (1:30)
- Financial Aid Meeting (2:00)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:00-6:00)
- Book Fair
Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

ALL-STATE CHOIR rehearses today and performs 
tomorrow in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s choral 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA is currently at the National FFA Convention. 
The National Market Plan team of Drew Pederson, 
Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn Gaspar represent 
South Dakota in the national competition.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

Blue Dragon Academy expands

by Marieke Salomon
staff writer

     For a couple of months the Blue 
Dragon Academy, located in 
Garretson, has been adding on to 
their already existing building.
     “The new addition is going to be a 
gym where the kids can play and 
have a place to power out during cold 
winter days,” stated Heidi Fink the 
head of the Blue Dragon Academy.
     “The new addition also includes 
an expansion of the kitchen and the 
multi purpose room,” explained Fink. 
     “We are hoping that the new gym 
is going to be done by the end of 
February. A thing that will change 
though is that we will separate the 1 
and 2 year old room so they have 
their own rooms,” stated Fink.

    The addition costs about $750,000 
and will give the kids a great new 
opportunity to burn energy.
     “We decided to add on because of 
the current need for childcare in our 
community and because of our 
growing wait list.
     If we can get staff hired we hope 
to be able to increase enrollment. We 
will also offer summer time only spots 
for our school age program,” stated 
Heidi Fink.
     The long planned project now 
becomes reality and will give a lot of 
kids a great place to play and have 
fun.

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

The Blue Dragon Academy has been under construction for the past few months. From the outside, it looks like the academy will almost double in 
size. This shows the big new gym which hopefully will be done soon.

Photo by Marieke Salomon

The local child care center 
expands to help address 
the increasing need for 
more space and more 

daycare opportunities.

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:
Soccer
Cheer
National Honor Society

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:
Being able to walk to school 
from home

FAVORITE SCHOOL LUNCH:
Mac ‘N’ Cheese

FAVORITE CLASS YOU’VE 
TAKEN:
Steck’s Government

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Study Political Science at USD

Senior Spotlight Morgan 
Damman This Week’s 

Need to Know
Upcoming Events

Monday, November 21
- First Day of Girls Basketball Practice
- FFA LDE @ Menno
Tuesday, November 22
- FFA District Leadership Development @ Hartford
Wednesday, November 23
- No School - Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 24
- THANKSGIVING DAY
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break
Friday, November 25
- No School - Thanksgiving Break
Monday, November 28
 - First Day of Boys Basketball PracticeWorth Mentioning

CONCERTS are abundant come December. Look 
for Elementary, Middle School, and High School 
performances throughout the month.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

1st SEMESTER ENDS on December 21.

     Leading up to the 
Thanksgiving break, 
Garretson’s National 
Honor Society, led by 
Mrs. Bev Howe, took a 
moment to give thanks 
for what they have 
and found a way to 
give back to the 
community by 
organizing a food 
drive. 
     Throughout the 
week, students and 
staff were encouraged 
to bring in items to 
donate to the 
Garretson Food 
Pantry., just in time for 
the holiday season.

Photo by Marissa 
Smith
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by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

    Since a few movies have come out 
in the past month that are actually 
catching people’s attention, some are 
wanting to know the reviews on those 
movies to figure out if it is worth 
shelling out the money to go see them 
in theaters. 
     The recent movie releases consist 
of Black Adam, Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever, Enola Holmes 2, 
Barbarian, Smile, Terrifier 2, and 
Ticket to Paradise. 
     Everybody that we asked about 
where they went, they all said that 
they went to Dawley Farms movie 
theater, which is one of the closest 
theaters to  Garretson, located on the 
east side of Sioux Falls. 
     Riley Laferty-Maack, Cole Jessen, 
Carsten Rozeboom, and Cody

Some movies have caught the aention of 
critics and fans alike, finally giving people a 

reason to go to the theaters

Erickson were all asked about the 
movies and how they liked them. 
     When it comes to Black Adam, 
both Rozeboom and Lafferty-Maack 
went and saw it, they both said they 
liked it. 
     *Spoiler Alert: the gentleman really 
enjoyed the Black Adam movie and 
were quick to share their favorite 
parts. Rozeboom said, “When the guy 
gets ripped in half.” 
     Lafferty-Maack said, “When Dr. 
Fate hates everyone.” 
     When it comes to Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever, Riley, Carsten, and 
Cody all went to see it. 
      In traditional Marvel movie style, it 
has tons of action and builds well off 
of previous movies.
     This movie was particularly tricky 
with the death of the original Black 
Panther, Chadwick Boseman, during 
filming but homage was appropriately 
given during the movie.

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Movie reviews

Veterans Day honors all who 
have and continue to serve

Garretson Schools hosted the 
annual Veterans Day program 
during the school day on Friday, 
November 11. The event was 
organized by Mr. Bob Bennett and 
Mrs. Liz Bennett. The local Legion 
Color Guard from Henry G. Fix 
Post #23 provided the colors while 
students contributed to different 
components of the program. 


