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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta
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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

All-State and Honor Choirs perform 
last weekend, showcasing musical 

abilities from across the state

by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     In 1921, an American soldier 
was buried on a Virginia hillside 
overlooking the Potomac River 
and the city of Washington, D.C. 
In England and France, some of 
the same ceremonies occurred. 
These memorials took place on 
November 11. 
     The 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month, we give 
recognition to the soldiers who 
have fought and continue to 
fight for our country. 
   In 1926 on this date, it 
became known as “Armistice 
Day” and twelve years later, this 
day became a national holiday. 
If WWI was indeed “the War to 

end all wars” today would still be 
known as Armistice day,  but 
because WWII broke out, things 
changed. 
     In 1954, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed a bill 
proclaiming November 11, as 
Veterans Day. The Congress 
decided that Veterans Day would 
now be the 4th Monday of 
October, but because November 
11 was such a significant day for 
many people, congress formally 
returned Veterans Day to its 
original date in 1978. 
     As we know some of the 
history of Veterans Day, we want 
to give a huge thank you for all of 
the men and women who have 
served and continue to serve our 
country. God Bless.

WORTH MENTIONING
- THANK YOU VETERANS!
- NHS is hosting a Food Drive 

next week.
- Wrestling starts Monday
- There are 8 school days 

(including today) until 
Thanksgiving Break starts

We thank those 
who serve

Hats and hoods on the horizon?
by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

     Should students be able to wear 
hats or hoods? Many people want to 
be able to wear hats or hoods in 
school, but most schools, including 
Garretson, have made it a policy of 
students not being able to wear hats 
or have hoods up. But why is it in 
place and is there a chance to 
change it at all? 
     Probably note unfortunately. While 
not all schools have the policy, most 
do. An exception may be a bigger 
school like Harrisburg explained the 
principal, Mr. McGregor. “In 
Harrisburg, the 

teachers just stopped trying to tell 
kids to take their hat off or put their 
hoods down since they would have to 
tell so many kids even though they 
would end up putting them back on 
further down the hall.” 
     Teachers have said that the policy 
is put in place because of disrespect 
towards the teachers and hats and 
hoods can be distracting, but 
students think it is for another reason 
and that reason is that they are 
hiding something inside. 
     Students think there are many 
different reasons that their 
classmates should be able to wear 
hats and hoods. Some of those 
reasons are bad hair days; students 

may have woke up with their hair not 
looking the best and not be able to fix 
it. Wearing hats or hoods would 
cover up the dreaded do so they 
don’t have to deal with it throughout 
the day. 
     Another reason is for comfort, 
some kids feel more comfortable with 
their hair covered or they think that 
having one on is just more 
comfortable. 
     The last reason is just for style, 
some people wear hats outside of 
school just because they like to wear 
a hat and they would like to bring that 
into school and not have to take it off. 
     When the topic of dress up days

and why we can wear them on those 
special days and not on any other 
day, Mr. McGregor said, “It's just the 
policy, I would rather not even be 
able to wear them on dress up days, 
but I will live.” 
     Why can’t we wear them like one 
day a week? Mr.McGregor’s answer 
to that question was, “Some students 
will say, ‘Oh, I forgot to wear it 
yesterday so I’m wearing it today 
even though they wore it the day 
before.’”
     So while students would like to 
wear their hats and hoods during 
school, it probably will not happen. It 
is just one of those clothing styles 
that you save for non-school days.

…eat your favorite food every 
day for the rest of your life or 
never eat it again?

…get a paper cut every time 
you turn a page or bit your 
tongue every time you eat?

WOULD 
YOU 

RATHER…

…communicate only in emoji 
or never be able to text at all 
ever again?

…have the ability to see 10 
minutes into the future or 150 
years into the future?

…have telekinesis (move 
things with your mind) or 
telepathy (read minds)?

…win the lottery or live 
twice as long?

…have a rewind button or 
pause button on your life?

…speak on everything that 
is on your mind or never 
speak again?
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Jingle Ball 2022 to be hosted 
this December

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Winter formal in 
the works

Costello informed.
     High school students in all 
grade levels are invited to 
attend. “There will be a 
Google form that will be 
created, and students can 
sign up that way,” said 
Costello. “If students have a 
date and they do not go here, 
they must sign them up.”
     Although there has not 
been much information 
released yet, many students 
who plan on attending have 
already begun preparing for 
the dance. Formal wear is 
being bought and friends are 
making dinner plans. 
Freshmen students who are 
attending a formal for the first 
time are particularly thrilled.
     “I’m excited to have fun 
with my friends and party 
hardy,” freshman Lucie 
Frewaldt mentioned.
     Another freshman, 
Brecken Weir, stated, “I just 
want to have a good time 
with my friends.”  

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer

     In less than a month, 
Garretson High School will 
be hosting a winter formal 
dance at the American 
Legion across from the 
school. The formal, titled as 
the Jingle Ball 2022, will be 
held on December 3 from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Student 
council representatives and 
Heidi Costello, the student 
council supervisor, are 
currently in the process of 
arranging the event.
   The formal will be 
Christmas themed and 
feature a dance. Costello 
also noted there would be 
snacks and beverages 
provided for the students. 
     Currently, the student 
council has not determined a 
source of music, whether it 
be by a DJ or an in-house 
playlist. “We’re taking a 
survey to see what students 
would prefer to have,” 

Tic Tac Toe Challenges
The Blue Ink 

challenges Multimedia 
to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Blue Ink’s  takes 

the win.

Check next week’s 
issue for a new 

challenge

Ultimate
Tic Tac Toe
Challenge

Play the mini 
games of Tic 

Tac Toe in 
order to 

determine 
the winner of 

the big 
game. 

Mini games 
can be 

played in any 
order and 
one mini 

game does 
NOT need to 

be done 
before 

starting 
another 

game.

     When asked if she was 
attending the Jingle Ball 
2022, freshman Alyssa Olson 
said, “Yes, because I bought 
a dress!”
     For most students at 
Garretson, formal dance 
wear is actually less formal 
than that of prom, and could 
be more comparable to that 
of a homecoming dance. 
Dates are welcomed, but not 
nearly as serious as they 
would be for a prom, so most 
people tend to go with a 
group of friends.
     However, the date of the 
event, Saturday, December 
3, lands on the same day as 
the Flandreau wrestling 
tournament. Last year’s 
winter formal also happened 
to be on the same Saturday 
that this tournament occured.
     “I will not be attending this 
year’s winter formal because 
of the wrestling tournament,” 
said junior Bryn Swatek. 
“Winter formal fell on the 
same day as formal last year 

as well, and I just felt really 
rushed while getting ready!”
     “I think a change they 
should think about is having it 
on a day where there are no 
sporting events.”
     With the winter formal just 

around the corner, it’s 
important for attendees to 
start thinking about their 
plans. Garretson High 
School’s student council will 
be releasing the sign-up form 
in the coming weeks.
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WOULD YOU RATHER…

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 28
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Saturday, October 29
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Monday, October 31
- Happy Halloween
Tuesday, November 1
- Region 3A Volleyball @ Dell Rapids (7:00)
Wednesday, November 2
- Early Out (1:30)
- Financial Aid Meeting (2:00)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:00-6:00)
- Book Fair
Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

ALL-STATE CHOIR rehearses today and performs 
tomorrow in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s choral 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA is currently at the National FFA Convention. 
The National Market Plan team of Drew Pederson, 
Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn Gaspar represent 
South Dakota in the national competition.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

Basement tales
by Treyton Chester
staff writer

     It is so easy to get into a routine 
during school, walking the same 
path, going to the same rooms, 
sitting at the same lunch table, even 
parking in the same spot. But what if 
Garretson added on to their school or 
a teacher moved rooms? How much 
would that change your routine? 
     Likewise, what if parts of the 
school were no longer used? What 
would happen to them? Would 
people even know they existed? Well 
the basement in Garretson schools is 
getting to be that way. We know we 
have a basement, but what was it 
like? What was down there? How is it 
being used now?
     With the Garretson school having 
a basement, you would think it’d be a 
normal basement right? Well… 
wrong, and I’m going to tell you about 
it from a little interview. And that 
would be the one and only, Mr. 
Steckler.

Q: What WAS the basement used 
for?
Mr. Steckler: Years ago the 
basement was actually an 
underground gymnasium, there were 
coaches rooms too.

Q: What IS the basement currently 
being used for?
Mr. Steckler: It’s being used for 
storage.

Q: How about the tunnels - where 
did they lead to? Why are they 
closed up?
Mr. Steckler: We are not sure where 
they lead to completely, we’ve never 
had someone go through them.

Q: How do you think playing in a 
gym down there would be?
Mr. Steckler: That would be like 

playing in a closet.

Q: What/who gets to go down 
there?
Mr. Steckler: The janitors and the 
excess prom stuff.

Q: Why were seniors taken down 
there?
Mr.Steckler: I took them down there 
to show them where the old 
gymnasium was, it's all filled in now.

     Well, maybe it isn’t completely 
filled in. And with that, we got a 
spooky story from Norinda Northrup, 
our school secretary, about 
Garretson’s School Basement Tunnel 
Dweller.

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

        This happened years ago, when 
the elementary principal and 
secretary were still in the elementary 
wing, not up in the main office.
   “There is a hatch in  Mrs. 
Lundberg’s office that goes to the 
basement tunnels but it's all filled in 
with straw. We would find straw on 
our desks, on our chairs and on the 
floors, and we were all confused,” 
explained Northrup.
      She noted that they would also 
find items to be in different places 
from where they left them or certain 
things missing from their desks and 
offices.
     “But one morning we walked into 
our room to find a man with straw all 
over himself, and he ran back in the

hatch. We got the resource officer to 
check it out but we couldn’t find him. 
So we put our chairs and desks over 
the hatch to make sure he wouldn’t 
come back here. The scariest part is, 
we NEVER found him,” said 
Northrup. 
     They all thought he got in the 
tunnel from the hatch under the 
stage, but one also needs to wonder 
how he got under the stage as well. 
And how did he know about the 
tunnels? And since they immediately 
blocked off the hatch access in Mrs. 
Lundberg’s office, did he even get 
out? Did he get barricaded in the 
tunnels? Did he find another way 
out? Or is he still there?

The Garretson School basement is currently just being used for storage. It is off limits to pretty much everyone. However, it is visited infrequently such 
as during prom season as many of the supplies and decorations are kept there. But with so many nooks and crannies and places closed off, no one is 

quite certain where everything leads and what all may be down there.
Photo by Treyton Chester

Seniors recently took a visit to the basement, finding 
where the old gymnasium was and seeing dierent 
tunnel access points, which sparked a conversation of 
what is really down there
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Above: Miss Williamson allows the seventh graders to get up close and friendly with their class pet, a gecko she 
adopted this summer.
Below: Mrs. Bly helps the sixth graders with verb conjugations and conjunctions during class.

Photos by Treyton Chester, Dmitriy Sysa, Tyler Erickson
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Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you a few extras are 
available for purchase. Yearbooks 
cost $30. Please see Mrs. B

Get ready because your 2022-2023 yearbooks can be reserved 
soon. Look in upcoming issues of the Blue Ink for ordering 
information so you can save this year’s memories.

Also - if you did not receive your yearbook from the 2019-2020 
school year, please come claim one. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 
John Garretson, if you were in middle or high school during that year, 
there is a yearbook waiting for you if you haven’t gotten it yet.

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:
National Honor Society
FFA
Wrestling
Cheer
Golf

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:
See Mrs. G and talking with her

FAVORITE SCHOOL LUNCH:
Chicken Ranch Pasta

FAVORITE CLASS YOU’VE 
TAKEN:
Pottery

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Attend an undecided college for 
business and get my real estate 
license.

Senior Spotlight Autumn 
Gaspar

Want a Sprite Cranberry?
by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer

     As November rolls around, so 
does the Christmas season. Nothing 
mourns the essence of Christmas 
more than the familiar senses you 
experience. The red, green, and 
white colors are prominent 
everywhere where business is done 
as well as houses across the globe. 
Colorful lights dance upon Christmas 
trees with wrapped boxes equally 
colorful hiding under. Holding trinkets 
bought with love and given with it. 
The smell of peppermint and 
evergreen fill stores and perhaps 
your home as well. The sound of 
Mariah Carey’s voice echoes 
everywhere you go like a band of 
demons tormenting you with the 
same melody played over and over

The holiday drink has 
found its way back on to 
the shelves and into the 
hearts of consumers

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, November 11
- VETERANS’ DAY
 - Veterans’ Day Program (2:15)
Monday, November 14
- Oral Interp @ Region Competition at SDSU
- First Day of Wrestling Practice
- School Board Meeting (5:45)
- PTO Meeting in Commons (5:45)
Tuesday, November 15
- MS/HS Band and Choir Concert (6:30)
Wednesday, November 16
- Early Out (1:30)

and over. The biting cold lurks 
outside while the warm pleasant air 
resides inside.
     But no other sense is as familiar 
as taste. Hot chocolate coats your 
tongue like a smooth elixir, releasing 
a dopamine rush that calms the 
senses. Peppermint, sweet with a 
cool lingering taste. And of course, a 
recent holiday activity for some 
people is partaking in the 
consumption of Sprite Cranberry. 
    The taste is similar enough for you 
to tell that it’s still Sprite, sweet with 
small hints of lemon. But something 
else is hiding within this broth, a 
cranberry and a very slight aromatic 
nutty flavor.
    Maverick Houg describes this drink 
as “the best drink in the world and 
you can’t tell me otherwise.” Truly a 
loyal supporter. He bought

Worth Mentioning

NHS FOOD DRIVE is happening next week. 
Collections will be going to the local Garretson 
Food Pantry. Drop off locations are in the Main 
Office as well as Mrs. Howe’s room. The drive runs 
November 14-18.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Lebron James’ animated caricature brought to life in his infamous sprite cranberry commercial where 
he sings about none other that sprite cranberry of course.

 eight liters last year and will most 
likely yield more in 2022. With the 
drink’s inaugural release in 2013, 
near the holiday season of course, it 
puzzled the public. Humans all over 
the world were wondering why sprite 
would choose such a niche flavor 
such as cranberry. Why not mint, 
vanilla, hazelnut, cinnamon or even 
eggnog? But as soon as the skeptics 
tried just a sip they knew that sprite 
wasn’t just goofing around. Subtle 
flavors and nostalgic taste demanded 
the attention of their taste buds, 
begging for more. The rest is history, 
sprite continued producing this flavor 
every holiday season, in fact it’s out 
right now, go try some! 
     To go with this release in 2017 an 

animated depiction of Lebron James 
cheering up a families’ Christmas by 
bringing, of course, sprite cranberry. 
Unfortunately the contract with lebron 
expired last year, (2021) meaning the 
commercial is no longer airing on 
public television. Hopefully it will be 
renewed for this holiday season so 
we may view this commercial in all its 
glory. Be sure to try some this holiday 
season to hopefully convince sprite 
to get lebron back and continue to 
release this drink for generations to 
come. So go ahead and drive down 
to your local grocery store while 
being careful not to lose traction on 
icy roads and pick up a can or two of 
this delicious holiday broth and enjoy 
the season.


