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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta
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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

All-State and Honor Choirs perform 
last weekend, showcasing musical 

abilities from across the state

by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     All State Honor Choir is an event 
for students throughout the state of 
South Dakota to get the opportunity 
to sing in front of hundreds of people. 
This year, the All State Honor Choir 
was in Sioux Falls, South Dakota at 
the Denny Sanford Premier Center 
on Saturday, October 29. This year's 
choir director was Dr. Sarah J Catt. 
     Although Garretson only sent 
representatives for All-State choir, 
there is also an AllState Orchestra, 
this year’s orchestra was directed by 
Alexander Fokkens. The orchestra 
consisted of approximately 200 
students, while the choir consisted of 
approximately 1,000 students. 
     This year, the Garretson High 
School Choir was fortunate enough 
to send four students to this event: 
Calvin Larson, Jayden Davis, Gracie 
Fiegen, and Elizabeth Roth.
     The process of who gets to be 
involved in honor choir, is 
volunteering to tryout, and depending 
on how many students try out, they 
will take the best voices through an 
audition process. 
     “It was really fun, and we got to 
meet new people,” stated participant, 
Elizabeth Roth. 
     While Gracie Fiegen agreed, she 
added, “it was a lot of singing 
though.” The All State Honor Choir 
students practiced all day on Friday, 
October 28, and turned around on

Saturday, October 29 and performed 
later that night for their concert. 
     “It was pretty fun, and I would 
probably recommend this to students 
in future years,” stated Jayden Davis. 
Calvin Larson agreed fully to Davis’s 
response. 
     Garretson’s choir director Erika 
Brown continues to promote and 
recommend this event to her students, 
“Yes, I think it’s a great opportunity 
that South Dakota allows every school 
to bring one quartet, and I think it’s a 
great opportunity for students to work 
with a conductor that has experience 
beyond just the high school level.” 
    To follow up with the All-State 
Honor Choir, the Elementary students 
had their own honor choir, which 
consists of 4th-6th grade students. 
This year's elementary honor choir 
was located at the Convention Center 
in Sioux Falls, on Saturday, October 
29. 
     Garretson had one 4th grader, Leif 
Moritz, who participated. The 
Elementary Honor Choir has not taken 
place since 2019. This year the 
elementary honor choir was 
conducted by Sarah Papoulis. 
   The Garretson Elementary and High 
School are excited to see who may be 
taking this opportunity for next year. 

WORTH MENTIONING
- Last day for Semester 1 

Parent/Teacher Conferences is 
next Wednesday

- Book Fair is open after school
- Theme for Region Volleyball 

tonight is BLUE OUT
- No School tomorrow

Garretson 
students 
take an 
awesome 
opportunity

The Garretson Honor Choir students had a lot of fun, but agreed that there was a lot of singing. 
Honor choir members from left to right: Jayden Davis, Calvin Larson, Gracie Fiegen, choir director 
Erika Brown, and Elizabeth Roth. 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Erika Brown

Garretson fourth-grader, Leif Moritz is happy to be attending the Elementary Honor Choir event. 
The honor choir performed last Saturday at the Convention Center in Sioux Falls.

Photo taken and submitted by Carrie Moritz
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Garretson students share 
opinions on ballot measures

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Midterm election 
opens up opportunity 

for students to 
participate in their first 

oicial vote

that she had not done any particular 
research on the measures. Another 
senior, Dylan Jessen, who voted 
absentee in Minnesota’s election, 
said, “I didn’t do anything. I kind of 
knew who and what I was voting for 
before I got in there.”

Constitutional Amendment D
  Passing Amendment D would 
expand South Dakota’s Medicaid 
system. Medicaid is a public 
healthcare system used in the United 
States which pays for most of the 
medical expenses for low-income 
families and certain individuals. 
   Constitutional Amendment D would 
require the state of South Dakota to 
provide adults between 18 and 65 
that receive an income below 133% 
of the federal poverty level with 
Medicaid benefits. 

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer

     As November 8 draws near, more 
and more political advertisements are 
popping up in the media. In addition 
to candidates, South Dakota has two 
measures on the ballot which have 
caused controversy and debate 
among many of the state’s residents. 
Constitutional Amendment D, which 
aims to expand Medicaid, and 
Initiated Measure 27, which involves 
the legalization of recreational 
marijuana, are up for election this 
year.
     Since eligible seniors will have the 
opportunity to vote this Tuesday, 
first-time voters within the community 
will get to make a decision regarding 
these initiatives. 
     Senior Kayla Genzlinger shared

no licensed marijauna retailer in the 
given county or city.
  “I think that the legalization of 
marijauna will pass,” stated senior 
Marissa Smith. “I know that a lot of 
people want it to.” 
     “I hope recreational marijauna use 
is passed,” said Genzlinger, proving 
Smith’s belief.

 Both of these initiatives, 
Constitutional Amendment D and 
Initiated Measure 27, are on the ballot 
and will be up for election in South 
Dakota on November 8. 
      Below is the official sample ballot 
for Minnehaha County.
     Voters in Garretson can cast their 
ballots at the Henry G. Fix American 
Legion building along Main Street.

   Currently, Medicaid only covers 
low-income families with children, 
low-income pregnant women, 
individuals with disabilities, and 
individuals with difficult 
circumstances, such as breast 
cancer. If this amendment were to be 
added to South Dakota’s constitution, 
it would allow for low-income single 
adults or couples to be on this list.

Initiated Measure 27
     If Initiated Measure 27 passes, 
marijuana possession, use, and 
distribution would become legal for 
adults 21 and older. However, 
individuals may only possess one 
ounce or less, and could only 
distribute one ounce or less without 
payment. Also, marijauna plants 
could only be grown if allowed by 
county or city ordinances or if there is

Tic 
Tac 
Toe 
Challenge

The Blue Ink 
challenges 
Multimedia to a 
game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Blue Ink’s  
move next week.

Garretson FFA 
members are 
currently at the 
National 
Convention in 
Indianapolis. The 
Market Plan Team 
(Drew Pederson, 
Autumn Gaspar, 
Hannah Frewaldt) 
also are 
competing while 
there. Opening 
round of 
competition was 
yesterday

Photo by Ms. 
Alysha Kientopf
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 - Have non-clear water 
boles or drinks other than 
water?
 - Be allowed to wear shorts 
whenever or be allowed to 
wear hats in school?
 - Be able to wear slippers in 
school or wear heelies?

WOULD YOU RATHER…

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 28
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Saturday, October 29
- National FFA Convention
- All-State Choir
Monday, October 31
- Happy Halloween
Tuesday, November 1
- Region 3A Volleyball @ Dell Rapids (7:00)
Wednesday, November 2
- Early Out (1:30)
- Financial Aid Meeting (2:00)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:00-6:00)
- Book Fair
Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

ALL-STATE CHOIR rehearses today and performs 
tomorrow in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s choral 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA is currently at the National FFA Convention. 
The National Market Plan team of Drew Pederson, 
Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn Gaspar represent 
South Dakota in the national competition.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

New restaurants coming to you
by Treyton Chester
staff writer

     The continual population growth in 
Sioux Falls has brought many new 
restaurants to the metro area but 
there has also been a trickle down 
effect to the neighboring towns. So 
with the new Dairy Queen in 
Brandon, it will, for sure, be a 
hotspot. 
    But with that I asked some fellow 
students: Brock Bonte (BB), Carsten 
Rozeboom (CR), David Santa Cruz 
(DSC), Michael Olson (MO), and Ben 
DeLoera (BD) about the new Dairy 
Queen and how it was.

Q: Have you been to the new Dairy 
Queen in Brandon?
BB: Yes I have.
CR: Yeah.
MO: Yes.
David: Yes!
BD: I also have.

Q:  How was the service?
BB: It was good.
CR: It was not the best, it was really 
slow and there weren’t many people.
MO: It was slow and I only got a 
blizzard.
David: It was very good and fast.
BD: It was alright, but they took a 
while to get me my fries.

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

Dark drinks 
during dull 
studies

by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer - editorial

     Flavored drinks have 
been around since obesity. 
There’s almost no one who 
has not consumed a sugary, 
headache inducing broth 
such as soda, sweet tea, 
vitamin water, etc. These 
drinks have made their way 
into our school, naturally. But 
oddly, us students are not 
allowed to drink these in 
class even though they are 
sold within the lunchroom 
concession, why is that? 
     Perhaps the spills cause 
stains to the carpet? Then I 
suppose only high school 
students are coordinated to 
keep their drink upright. 
 Perhaps the school officials 
are worried that students will 
consume too many calories if 
they drink sugary drinks 
during class, or they might 
drink energy drinks during 
class to keep them awake 
because they were gaming 
until 2:00 in the morning on a 
Wednesday. 
     Students already drink 
energy drinks, it’s just before 
school starts, in the morning. 
Same thing with pops and 
such; students do it outside 

of school. So why not keep 
the students just a little 
happier and let them drink a 
nice refreshing Dr. Thunder, 
or even a pleasant green tea 
once in a while. 
 But there’s another issue, 
non-clear water bottles. Once 
again some reasons that 
officials may not let students 
bring non-clear water bottles 
is maybe because they don’t 
trust students to not bring 
“naughty drinks” or, once 
again, drinks other than 
water. 
  I believe that another 
reason students can’t have 
drinks other than water is 
because, let’s be honest, 
most students probably won’t 
be choosing to drink green 
tea throughout the day. They 
will choose a four hundred 
calorie drink with a mug of 
sugar, two cups of caffeine, 
and maybe a sprinkle of 
radioactive material. 
   Simply choosing healthy 
drinks isn’t what most people 
do, not just sleepy high 
school students, but still 
especially us students, 
because we’re a little dense 
at times. That’s why teachers 
are allowed to drink 
non-water drinks.

Q: Would you recommend it to 
others?
BB: Yes I would!
CR: Maybe.
MO: If they like ice cream.
David: Yes I would.
BD: Yes.

Q: And would you go to the 
Chipotle after it opens?
BB: Yeah, I'd try it.
CR. I might.
MO: Yes, It’s good.
David: I don’t know what that is.
BD: Maybe, I don’t know.

   We have wanted a new restaurant 
for so long, but now I'd like to see a 
Taco Bell so I’m not wasting my gas 
to go all the way to Sioux Falls. But 
Sioux Falls is getting more 
restaurants as well. Chipotle is 
opening on the East Side sometime 
this year yet. There is also a new 
Freddy’s location popping up by the 
mall.

Infographic created by Colton Buchholz

 - Have iPads or have 
Chromebooks to use in class?
 - Be in school in person or go 
completely online again?
 - Bring backpacks to class or 
be able to have cell phones in 
class?

 - Have the classroom too 
warm or too cold?
 - Have to wear your hoodie all 
the time or not wear a 
sweatshirt at all?
 - Have school start earlier 
and get out earlier or start 
later and get out later?
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Above: Miss Williamson allows the seventh graders to get up close and friendly with their class pet, a gecko she 
adopted this summer.
Below: Mrs. Bly helps the sixth graders with verb conjugations and conjunctions during class.

Photos by Treyton Chester, Dmitriy Sysa, Tyler Erickson
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Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you a few extras are 
available for purchase. Yearbooks 
cost $30. Please see Mrs. B

Get ready because your 2022-2023 yearbooks can be reserved 
soon. Look in upcoming issues of the Blue Ink for ordering 
information so you can save this year’s memories.

Also - if you did not receive your yearbook from the 2019-2020 
school year, please come claim one. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 
John Garretson, if you were in middle or high school during that year, 
there is a yearbook waiting for you if you haven’t gotten it yet.

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:
Soccer
Football
National Honor Society

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:
Soccer

FAVORITE SCHOOL LUNCH:
Mac & Cheese

FAVORITE CLASS YOU’VE 
TAKEN:
Anatomy

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Attend SDSU for Biology or 
Animal Science

Senior Spotlight Jenna 
Van Holland

Is there a place for backpacks in 
class?
by Marieke Salomon
staff writer - editorial

     Lately, at Garretson High School, 
the discussion has arisen whether 
students should bring their 
backpacks into the classroom or it 
should remain off limits.
Many people believe that it would be 
beneficial to allow students to bring 
their backpacks to class.
     On the other hand, there are 
many who say that it is unnecessary 
and superfluous to have a backpack 
in the classroom.
   One, and also the most important 
reason, is the safety issue that the 
backpacks in class would bring with 
them. “People would use the 
opportunity to bring not school 
appropriate things into the 
classroom,'' stated high school math 
teacher, Mr. Bohl.
     Another reason why they should 
not allow students to bring their 
backpacks to class is that the 
teachers and other students would 
constantly trip over them when they 
would lay next to your desk.
     Another reason is that if, for 
example, a fire alarm goes off, you 
can't leave the room as quickly as 
you normally would, because you 
would have to climb over the 
backpacks lying on the floor.

Students and sta weigh in on the pros and cons of carrying around backpacks all day

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Thursday, November 3
- Book Fair
- Region 3A Volleyball (TBD)
Friday, November 4
- No School
Tuesday, November 8
- SoDak 16 Volleyball (TBD)
Wednesday, November 9
- Early Out (1:30)
- Parent/Teacher Conferences (4:00-6:00)
- Financial Aid Meeting (6:00) 
Friday, November 11
- VETERANS’ DAY
 - Veterans’ Day Program (2:15)

     While it might be nice to have all 
your books, notebooks and your iPad 
with you, that is a lot to carry around 
for 7 ½  hours every day. 
   A side effect of carrying your 
backpack with you everywhere is that 
it gets heavy after a certain amount 
of time and it affects our back and 
spine that is already damaged from 
sitting in chairs all day and would 
make the poor posture that most of 
the students have even worse.
  If some people still insist on carrying 
around some kind of backpack, there 
is always the option of carrying 
around a briefcase, which is basically 
the same as a backpack.
    “Even though we would be allowed 
to carry our backpacks to class we 
still would need our lockers to put our 
coats or some personal stuff in it,” 
explained Mrs.Costello, the study hall 
supervisor.
     In some cases it would be easier 
to have your backpack with you, it is 
not necessary because we have the 
lockers and have enough time to get 
from one room to the next, stopping 
briefly at the locker in between to 
pick up the book needed for the next 
lesson.

by Tyler Erickson
staff writer - editorial

     When it comes to backpacks, it 
seems that a lot of students would 
like the option of being able to bring 
their supplies in their backpacks to 
class. 
     Even a couple of teachers like Mr. 
Hughes and Mrs. Costello said that 
they wouldn't care if they were to 
bring their backpacks, and Mrs. 
Costello even said that they are 
necessary, since students could carry 
all of their stuff and save time. 
     A few students, high school and 
middle school, were asked about the 
backpacks and just about all of them 
said the same thing. They all said 
that they would be able to save more 
time by not having to go to your 
locker and get anything else needed 
for the next class. 
    They also said that they could 
keep extra supplies and that for 
people that are injured, it makes it 
much easier. “I would finally have 
time to be able to go to the 
bathroom,” said Cody Facile. With 
backpacks, students would be able to 
go to the bathroom, and if your next 
class is across the school, how are 
you supposed to get there in time 
plus having to go to the bathroom?

Senior Dmitriy Sysa has found a way around 
the no backpack rule and decided for himself 
that when if he is not allowed to bring his 
backpack to class he is going to carry around 
the briefcase that functions the same way as a 
backpack.

Photo by Marieke Salomon

Students were asked to weigh in on their 
thoughts of taking their backpacks with them 

or not. While the majority said yes, the wanted 
it. The vote was split on whether they thought 

it was truly necessary or not.

Worth Mentioning

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are split 
over two days this year: Wednesday, November 2 
and Wednesday, November 9.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.


