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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta

by Marieke Salomon
staff writer

     Not many people know that the Garretson 
Marching Band is the most successful fall activity. 
Since the beginning of the school year the 
marching band has had some really great 
competitions and very strong finishes.
     They had competitions in Luverne on 
September 24 where they missed 1st place by 
one point and got 2nd. Further successes were 
achieved in Arlington on September 29 and 
Chester on October 7 where the band won first 
place both times.
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     “Mr. Sittig chose the theme ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean this year,” said Ashley Harris. “I really 
like it because everybody knows this song and it 
is pretty easy because we already played it.”
     The level of success the band is currently 
enjoying doesn't come from nowhere, it's 
hard-earned. Martin Welch said, “The key to this 
great success is to pay attention at all times and 
to not mess up.” This has came from many 
practices, many taking place during early 
mornings.
     Welch and Harris both describe a typical 
marching band competition as “A lot of standing 
and waiting.”

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

     “Most of the time you need to wait for other 
schools to go ahead of you and wait until it’s your 
turn,” Harris explained.
     “Winning” is what Martin Welch describes as 
the best part of being in the marching band.
     The Garretson Marching Band is an important 
part of Garretson High and Middle school and 
even though not everyone may know about them.
     Today the Marching band has their last 
competition of the season. They are performing in 
in Sioux Valley where they hopefully get another 
win.

Marching band 
places at or near 
the top in every 

competition this fall 
season: one 2nd 
place and two 1st 

place, with one 
competition 

currently in the 
works

Big thank you to 
Mrs. Granberg 
for creating the 
Blue Ink dragon

Garretson Marching Band 
holds strong all season

The Garretson Marching Band 
dazzled their hometown crowd 
during the Homecoming Parade a 
few weeks ago. Their performance 
of Pirates of the Caribbean 
showcases familiar music, 
entertaining flag work, and 
organized choreography by the band 
members while playing. The 
marching band performed in front of 
the nursing home and then again on 
Main Street.

Space missions make it 
back in the news

by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer

     The solemn white rock floats in our starry sky 
as we slumber, silently watching. Very few 
people have been to our moon. Apparently 
NASA thinks it’s time for there to be a few more. 
     In 2025 NASA is planning to send a crew 
containing the first person of color and the first 
woman to (hopefully) make it on to the moon. 
This mission is called Artemis. 
     Not only are we going to land more people 
but also hopefully build an actual moon base.

Kind of like the movie ‘The Martian’ except it’s on 
the moon. Details on how they will put a house on 
the giant cheese ball is kept secret unfortunately, 
but we can only wonder. 
     This mission is being done for several reasons, 
economic, research, and to “inspire newer 
generations“ apparently. The first Artemis launch 
has been delayed a few times due to weather 
issues. The newest launch date is set for 
November 14.
   Let’s see in three years if they actually complete 
this feat. It’s probably best to start buying real 
estate on the moon now before prices go up.

The Artemis patch was designed by the crew. This is a tradition for 
NASA missions, where the crews are able to design the patches 
that represent their specific mission.



1. Whoppers: “They’re like grandma 
candy”-Madison P
2. Twizzlers: “They’re hard to chew 
on”-Ben D
3. Candy Corn: “They’re gross”- Mr. Bohl 
4. Good & Plenty’s: “They’re gross, black 
licorice is disgusting”- Treyton C
5. Mallowcream Pumpkins: “Taste like 
candy corn, and that’s gross”
6. Sugar Babies: “They’re just peanuts”- 
Tyler E
7. Smarties: Those are for parades or 
Valentine’s Day, not Halloween..
8. Pretzels: “They’re plain” -Natalie K
9. Dots: “Only the green ones are 
good”-Carsten R
10. Heath Bar: “If I see them, they are 
going in the garbage”-Dylan J2 Blue Ink
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Caribou Coffee 
seasonal drinks: 
Are they worth it?

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

With the fall weather, comes fall drinks. Coee shops breakout 
some fan favorites and newcomers to the menu. After last 
week’s feature on Starbucks drinks, Caribous is up to the plate.

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer - editorial

     For part two of my three part series of 
rating seasonal beverages from local 
coffee chains, I have chosen to try two 
drinks off of fall menu from Caribou 
Coffee. The location I ordered my drinks 
from was the shop inside of the Empire 
Mall off of Louise Avenue in Sioux Falls. 
The purpose was to see and put to the 
test what Caribou Coffee offered on their 
seasonal menu that was not the 
traditional Pumpkin Spice Latte.
     The two beverages in question were 
the Apple Blast and the Pumpkin Chai 
Tea Latte. While neither of these contain 
coffee, they were two of the most 
appealing and unique drinks featured on 
the menu. Both of the refreshments were 
ordered hot, as a small size, and were 
priced just over $5.00.

Apple Blast
     The Apple Blast is a beverage that 
has returned to the Caribou Coffee fall 
menu. Along with other non-coffee 
refreshers, this drink can be 
BOUsted—Caribou Coffee’s name for a 
drink with added caffeine sourced from 
coffee beans, only without the coffee 
flavor. Additionally to amending the drink 
to be BOUsted, the Apple Blast can be 
ordered hot, iced, blended, or iced.
     The Apple Blast was the perfect fall 
drink, especially for those that do not 
care for coffee! It was like a fancy apple 
cider. It contains hot apple cider and
caramel, and is topped with whipped 
cream and caramel drizzle.

Above: The Hot Apple Blast is one of many variations of Caribou Coffee’s Apple Blast 
refresher. It is a returning beverage on the Fall 2022 Menu
Below: A different version of the Chai Tea Latte, the Pumpkin Chai ties autumn flavors into 
the classic drink. This drink returned to the Fall Menu in 2022.

Photos by Rebekah Roth

     There’s nothing I would have done 
differently with this beverage. It’s fruity 
and rich, but also warm and comforting. 
Overall Rating: 10/10

Pumpkin Chai Tea Latte
     The Pumpkin Chai Tea Latte is a 
returning refabrication of the classic chai 
tea latte that you can purchase at just 
about any coffee shop. Again, this drink 
does not contain coffee. It can be ordered 
hot or iced.
     At first sip, this drink tasted like an 
ordinary chai latte. However, after a few 
tests, I could really sense the spice 
flavors from the pumpkin. The latte uses 
chai tea crafted with real pumpkin and 
steamed milk and topped with nutmeg.
     Chai lattes are not very bold when it 
comes to flavors, but they remain a 
favorite among many due to their foamy 
textures and sweet yet subtle taste. I 
think that the additional pumpkin element 
made it even better!
Overall Rating: 8/10

     Being only a regional chain, I did not 
expect Caribou Coffee to have many 
seasonal menu items. But, I was 
pleasantly surprised! There are several 
other beverages that I did not try, such as 
the Pumpkin White Mocha, the Pumpkin 
Crafted Press, and the Nitro Pumpkin 
Latte.
     Altogether, I rate Caribou Coffee as a 
9/10 for their seasonal drinks. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the variety they 
offered. I would definitely recommend 
stopping by one of their shops!

The 10 Best and 10 Worst candies during this spooky 
season

by Treyton Chester
staff writer - editorial

     With Halloween creeping up closer 
and closer, there are many treats waiting 
to be found. That could be running 
around town with your friends and family 
getting candy from house to house, or if 
you’re a jumpscare lover, you can go to 
a haunted house with a group of friends. 
     So with it being October we asked 
some students what the worst and best 
candy are, and I’m here to tell you the 
worst candy you can get when going 
trick or treating.

The 10 Best The 10 WorstHalloween  Candy
2. Snickers: just because and they don’t 
make you crabby anymore
3. Sour Patch Kids: they are soft and 
good, sour yet sweet
4. Twix: the wafer and caramel is a good 
mix
5. Milky Way: it is just a perfect combo
6. Skittles: the fruity flavor is just really 
good
7. M & M: they are plain, but a classic
8. Kit-Kat: the crunch is perfect, and you 
have to pull each of the layers off or you 
are crazy, not biting the bar
9. Gummy Krabby Patties: they are 
soft and squishy)
10. Dots: they are just good

by Tyler Erickson
staff writer - editorial

     With Halloween coming up, everyone 
has been debating on which candy is the 
best to get while trick or treating. 
Between chocolate candies and fruity 
candies everyone has their share of 
which candy is best. So we asked 
people what their favorite and least 
favorite candies are and the 10 best in 
Garretson are:

1. Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups: 
because they are good when cold and 
the peanut butter and chocolate mixture 
is delicious
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is a legitimate reason, I 
allow them to use it to 
complete the needed 
reason,” teacher Darcy 
McGee told the Blue Ink 
staff. “I actually think it is 
nice that cell phones aren’t 
allowed in class…I try to 
be a good role model. I put 
my phone in my drawer 
before school starts and I 
don't usually look at it until 
lunch unless there is a 
special circumstance.”
     Mr. McGregor shared a 
similar belief, stating, “The 
biggest benefit of not 
allowing cell phones in 
classrooms is that it 
reduces the distraction 
that those devices create. I 
think people are on their 
phones too much, and that 
includes me as well. 
Students should be 
focusing on classwork 
while in the classroom and 
cell phones take away 
from that.”
     Although I think there 
should be some 
exceptions clarified in the 
school’s policy, I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it. Other than for 
dual credit or other online 
courses, there’s no reason 
for students to be on their 
phones during class time 
unless a teacher 
announces otherwise. 

- Why is it called the World Series 
when the only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or Canada?
- Why are they called fireflies 
when they are actually beetles, 
not flies?
- Why are they called starfish and 
jellyfish when they aren’t actually 
fish? They are echinoderms and 
cnidarians, respectively.
- Why are they called velvet ants 
when they are actually wasps?
- Why are they called Panama 
hats when they originated in 
Ecuador?
- Hiing your funny bone isn’t 
actually funny. Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling is when 
you hit your ulnar nerve, not a 
bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 14
- Marching Band @ Sioux Valley (10:00)
- FFA Blood Drive (7:30-2:30)
- Football v. Centerville (7:00)
Monday, October 17
- State Journalism Convention @ SDSU (9:00)
- BEC Choral Festival @ Beresford (1:00/7:00)
Tuesday, October 18
- Volleyball @ West Central (4:30/5:30/7:00)
Wednesday, October 19
- Early Out (1:30)
- End of 1st Quarter
Friday, October 21
- JH Volleyball v. Colman-Egan (4:00/5:00)
- Volleyball v. Colman-Egan (5:00/6:00/7:00)
Saturday, October 22
- JV Volleyball @ Parker Tourney (8:00)
- State Cross Country Meet @ Huron (1:30)

Worth Mentioning

END OF THE 1ST QUARTER is Wednesday, 
October 19. Double check your grades and make 
sure you are in a good position for the grades you 
want.

ALL-STATE CHOIR is the last weekend of October 
with a performance in Sioux Falls. Garretson’s 
representatives are Gracie Fiegen, Elizabeth Roth, 
Jayden Davis, and Calvin Larson.

FFA travels to the National FFA Convention in a 
week and a half. The National Market Plan team of 
Drew Pederson, Hannah Frewaldt, and Autumn 
Gaspar will compete while they are out there.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

David has made himself at home in his short time at Garretson, quickly 
acclimating himself to a different school system and making many friends 

and positive interactions along the way.
Photos by Tyler Erickson

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

David strikes America
by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

     With Garretson having a couple foreign 
exchange students every year for the last few 
years, Blue Dragons have gotten used to 
spurts of different cultures joining the school. 
     This year David Santa Cruz was able to 
come to school here at Garretson High 
School. David came from Spain and when 
asked which country he liked the most 
between Spain and the U.S.A, he answered, 
“Poland.” 
     When it comes to school in Spain, they 
use a numerical system instead of our As and 
Bs. So if you get a 9 out of 10, you would get 
a 9 instead of an A. With college in Spain, 
there are a few differences. First of all, it is 
free but it is a lot harder to get in and you 
have a couple small tests, and then at the 
end there is a big test that is over the entire 

class.
     When it comes to David’s favorite things, 
his favorite American food is McDonald’s fries 
and Big Mac. His favorite Spanish food is 
croquetas which is ham and a bechamele 
sauce that is fried. His favorite candy is Sour 
Patch Kids or sour gummy worms. Lastly, 
over all when it comes to what countries food 
is better overall, he said Spain’s.
     David is enjoying his time in Garretson 
and looking forward to finding ways to 
continue to be involved as a Blue Dragon. In 
Spain he was a highly ranked fencer but gave 
up that sport a little before coming to 
America.He is considering going out for 
wrestling this winter.
     In his short time here, David has already 
had a positive impact on Garretson.



Michelle Pliska (MP): “I think it went very 
well, I’ve even heard the kids say that it was 
a 10/10” -MP

Would you do it again?
BD: “Probably not, but it's not something I 
regret doing”
MO: “No.”

Would you recommend it to other 
people?
BD: “If it's their first time, yes.”
MO: “Maybe.”
MP: “Yes!”

Do you think it should have been longer, 
a half a day, or shorter?
BD: “I think it was good how it was”
MO: “Longer”
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Volleyball varies in 
performance, goes 2-1 
this week

Above: Miss Williamson allows the seventh graders to get up close and friendly with their class pet, a gecko she 
adopted this summer.
Below: Mrs. Bly helps the sixth graders with verb conjugations and conjunctions during class.

Photos by Treyton Chester, Dmitriy Sysa, Tyler Erickson
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Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you a few extras are 
available for purchase. Yearbooks 
cost $30. Please see Mrs. B

Get ready because your 2022-2023 yearbooks can be reserved 
soon. Look in upcoming issues of the Blue Ink for ordering 
information so you can save this year’s memories.

Also - if you did not receive your yearbook from the 2019-2020 
school year, please come claim one. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 
John Garretson, if you were in middle or high school during that year, 
there is a yearbook waiting for you if you haven’t gotten it yet.

by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     The Garretson Volleyball team (14-7) has 
only a few more games to make a statement 
before entering postseason. The Blue 
Dragons have made improvements but still 
find themselves in the #5 seed in a stacked 
region. 
     The Lady Dragons have played three 
games this week: Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday. 
  On Monday, they faced the Orioles of 
Lennox, which was a 3-0 win in favor of 
Garretson; then they turned around the next 
day against the MCM Cougars. In a hard 
fought game, the girls’ were defeated 2-3. 
     Last night, the Blue Dragons played the 

Tea Area Titans and defeated them 3-0. 
     The Blue Dragons are looking to continue 
their season positively into the postseason. “I 
am confident in what our team can do. We 
have had some extremely close games with 
some of the best teams in the state but have 
struggled all season with finishing with the 
win. We have been working extremely hard 
in practice to prepare for what’s to come with 
regions,” said senior Anna Jones. 
     Junior Kaylin Koch agreed, “I have high 
hopes for us this postseason. I’m super 
excited to see our turnout. We proved that 
we could do it last year so we have to take 
that confidence and apply it this season. I 
believe we have a lot of potential as a team 
and there is still some work to do to get us 
prepared for regions.” 

Above: Anna Jones goes up for one of her 12 kills against Tea Area last 
night. Jones and the Blue Dragons were able to defeat the Titans in 

three straight sets.
Left: Sydney Olson sets up her teammates as Garretson once again 

goes on the attack. Olson had 7 assists, 5 digs, and 2 kills on the Blue 
Dragons win over Tea Area last night.

Below: Kaylin Koch places the ball right over the block. Koch ended the 
night with 10 kills for the Blue Dragons.

Photos by Jordan DeWitte and Lucie Frewaldt

     The Blue Dragons have had a pretty good student 
section this year which tends to keep their momentum 
going. “Be loud, stand, cheer, and show up to the 
games,” stated Tayler Benson. 
     The Garretson Dragons have four more regular 
season games left and then head into the first round of 
regions, patiently waiting to see who their opponent will 
be. 

by Treyton Chester
staff writer

     Challenge day is a great day if you have 
a lot of stress or stuff on your mind. It is also 
an opportunity to build empathy and 
understanding with others in the schools. 
This program was brought back to 
Garretson this year, happening Thursday, 
October 6. About one-third of Garretson 
High School participated in Challenge Day. 
Therefore, we thought it was a great idea to 
ask people, who participated and organized 
the event, how it went.

How do you think Challenge day went?
Michael Olson (MO): “It was magnificent.”
Ben DeLoera (BD): “At first i thought it was 
childish, but towards the end it wasn’t that 
bad.

Challenge Day returns 
to Garretson Schools

Running his 
way to state

Despite being out 
most of the 
season due to a 
plaguing foot 
injury, Preston 
Bohl was able to 
kick it into high 
gear when it was 
most needed. Bohl 
finished 3rd in the 
Big East 
Conference last 
week which was 
his first race of the 
season. He then 
turned around for 
an eighth place 
finish in regions 
yesterday, 
qualifying him for 
the state race next 
weekend in Huron.

Photo by Eliza 
Potter


