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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta

by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     The Garretson soccer 
team played their final game 
of the season last Saturday, 
October 1st. Unfortunately 
the Blue Dragons 
experienced many defeats 
throughout the season, 
however; they were able to 
come back as a team and get 
wins over the Worthington 
Trojans, 8-0 and the Huron 
Tigers 4-0, for their two wins 
of the season. 
     The girls worked hard a 
lot of the time, but the final 
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scores just didn’t seem to fall 
in their direction. 
     “The highlight of the 
season was the back to back 
wins against Worthington and 
Huron,” stated senior Jenna 
VanHolland. 
     These two wins gave the 
girls a lot of momentum going 
forward, but not quite enough 
to give them another win for 
their record. Although the 
record may not show a lot of 
success for the soccer team, 
they had a lot of opportunities 
but couldn’t capitalize on all 
of them. Senior Morgan 
Damman agreed, “I think we 
created 

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

numerous more offensive 
opportunities than we have in 
the past this year. Most of our 
upperclassmen are offensive 
players, so we were able to 
have an older and more 
experienced group of girls 
working up top.” 
     The Garretson soccer 
team had three seniors this 
year: Raegen Altman, Morgan 
Damman, and Jenna 
VanHolland. 
     Even though the team is 
losing a few seniors, 
Garretson soccer is still 
conjoined with Dell Rapids, 
which hands the team two 
young girls Joely Sterud and 

Blue Dragons wrap up 2022 season, finish 
2-10 on the year

Big thank you to 
Mrs. Granberg 
for creating the 
Blue Ink dragon

Garretson soccer had some bright 
spots this season, playing 
competitively in every game. Despite 
having many close matches, the 
girls just couldn’t close out and went 
2-10 on the season. Garretson will 
graduate three seniors this year, 
leaving key spots open for 
underclassmen to step up next 
season.

Above: Kylie Christensen runs down 
the ball in the open field.

Photo by Coyer Buchholz
Left: Reagan Altman battles for the 
ball on a sideline pass.

Photo by Caylix Buchholz
Right: Brooklyn Trudeau interrupts 
the push by the West Central 
offense.

Photo by Maci Rotert & Nora Bonte

Garretson soccer 
wraps up season

Kirti Pickard. 
     The girls soccer team 
ended their season, 2-10. The 
Garretson soccer team has a 
lot of things in mind to help 
their team become 
successful, “We plan to hit the 
weight room hard this 
winter/spring as well as 
provide opportunities for open 
fields in the spring/summer. 
The more comfortable we can 
get with the ball at our feet, 
the better first touches we 
have, thequicker we can 
move the ball, keep 
possession, and control the 
game,” said Coach Amber 
Williamson.

     She continued, “Being a 
multi-sport athlete is also 
extremely important. Joining 
basketball or wrestling this 
winter as well as Track & Field 
in the spring will go a long 
way in how our season goes 
next year. We will definitely 
miss our senior leadership 
from this year and the five 
years of varsity experience 
they brought. We are looking 
forward to seeing how the 
current juniors and 
underclassmen step into 
some of those leadership 
roles,” explained Williamson.
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Starbucks 
seasonal drinks: 
Are they worth it?

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

With the fall weather, comes fall drinks. Coee shops breakout 
some fan favorites and newcomers to the menu

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer - editorial

     As autumn arrives, so do the 
long-awaited seasonal beverages sold 
by a multitude of coffee shops. Almost 
everyone is familiar with the popular 
Pumpkin Spice Latte, but I have 
decided to provide ratings on other 
seasonal drinks from different coffee 
chains to help expand other’s horizons 
in addition to my own. Each article in 
this series will include one coffee 
location and at least two drinks on their 
fall menu that are not the PSL.
     The first coffee company that I 
reviewed drinks from was Starbucks. 
Being the largest coffee chain in the 
world, it made sense to put Starbucks to 
the test first. I ordered my beverages at 
the Starbucks located in Target on 
South Highline Place in Sioux Falls.
     The two drinks on the fall menu that I 
tested were the new Apple Crisp Oat 
Milk Macchiato and the returning 
Pumpkin Cream Cold Brew. I ordered 
the macchiato iced and the cold brew is, 
as the name suggests, served cold. 
Both were a size Tall (small) and they 
were each priced just under $5.00.

Apple Crisp Oat Milk Macchiato
     This coffee beverage intrigued me 
the most when I first viewed the autumn 
menu at Starbucks. As much as I love 
pumpkin flavored treats, it tends to get a 
little overdone during this season. I love 
that, as a society, we’re starting to give 
apple flavors a bit more recognition in 
fall!
     Originally, when I took my first sip, I 
thought that the drink was 
disappointing. The apple taste was dull, 
and it wasn’t sweet at all. However, I 
noticed that the syrups incorporated in 
the coffee—apple spice and brown 
sugar syrup—had settled to the bottom 
of the cup and simply needed stirring.
     The flavoring of the coffee was

Above: The iced Apple Crisp Oat Milk Macchiato is a new addition to Starbucks’ fall menu 
this year. The drink can also be ordered as a hot coffee.
Below: As a fan favorite, the Pumpkin Cream Cold Brew returns to the Starbucks seasonal 
drink list this year. In addition to the pumpkin cream cold foam on top, the cold brew 
contains vanilla syrup.

Photos by Rebekah Roth

sweet and comforting. It felt like going 
to your grandma’s house during fall and 
smelling fresh baked-goods as you 
walked inside. 
     The Apple Crisp Oat Milk Macchiato 
includes the previously mentioned 
syrups, cinnamon, and oat milk 
combined with blonde espresso. 
Personally, I think that using oat milk by 
default was a pleasant touch. It adds 
the “crisp” to the Apple Crisp taste.
Overall Rating: 9/10

Pumpkin Cream Cold Brew
     I have to say, as a big fan of 
pumpkin cold foam, I was thrilled for this 
drink! I love adding it to an iced chai tea 
latte when I want to get into the fall 
spirit. The Pumpkin Cream Cold Brew, 
though, was a bit underwhelming. 
     First, I got hit with the creamy, 
pumpkin spice flavors from the cold 
foam. But after that, all that remained 
was the taste of plain cold brew with a 
hint of pumpkin. The results could have 
been different if I had mixed in the cold 
foam, but in my opinion, that defeats the 
purpose of having the foam on top in 
the first place. It’s like the equivalent of 
stirring in your whipped cream on a 
Frappuccino.
     The beverage was still decent, it just 
wasn’t anything special. For those who 
prefer stronger coffee, it’s definitely a 
more subtle alternative to the Pumpkin 
Spice Latte. The drink consists of cold 
brew coffee with a bit of vanilla syrup 
and pumpkin cold foam to top it off.
Overall Rating: 6/10

     Starbucks’ fall menu this year is 
simple, but overall I enjoyed the 
variation of drinks they featured. I think 
they’ve got something for everyone, 
especially considering that these menu 
items can be tweaked to your liking. As 
an average of the two ratings, I give 
Starbucks a 7.5/10 for its fall seasonal 
drinks.

Student Opinion Poll
Students chimed in on their favorite and least favorite 

candies to get during Halloween. 
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups were the big winners for 

favorites while Bottle Caps and Candy Corn were voted 
the least exciting candy to get when trick-or-treating.
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is a legitimate reason, I 
allow them to use it to 
complete the needed 
reason,” teacher Darcy 
McGee told the Blue Ink 
staff. “I actually think it is 
nice that cell phones aren’t 
allowed in class…I try to 
be a good role model. I put 
my phone in my drawer 
before school starts and I 
don't usually look at it until 
lunch unless there is a 
special circumstance.”
     Mr. McGregor shared a 
similar belief, stating, “The 
biggest benefit of not 
allowing cell phones in 
classrooms is that it 
reduces the distraction 
that those devices create. I 
think people are on their 
phones too much, and that 
includes me as well. 
Students should be 
focusing on classwork 
while in the classroom and 
cell phones take away 
from that.”
     Although I think there 
should be some 
exceptions clarified in the 
school’s policy, I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it. Other than for 
dual credit or other online 
courses, there’s no reason 
for students to be on their 
phones during class time 
unless a teacher 
announces otherwise. 

- Why is it called the World Series 
when the only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or Canada?
- Why are they called fireflies 
when they are actually beetles, 
not flies?
- Why are they called starfish and 
jellyfish when they aren’t actually 
fish? They are echinoderms and 
cnidarians, respectively.
- Why are they called velvet ants 
when they are actually wasps?
- Why are they called Panama 
hats when they originated in 
Ecuador?
- Hiing your funny bone isn’t 
actually funny. Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling is when 
you hit your ulnar nerve, not a 
bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Thursday, October 6
- Challenge Day
- JH Volleyball @ Canton (4:00)
- Volleyball @ Canton (5:00/6:00/7:00)
Friday, October 7
- No School - Staff In-Service
- Marching Band @ Chester (10:00)
- JH Football @ Irene-Wakonda (5:00)
- Football @ Irene-Wakonda (7:00)
Monday, October 10
- No School - Native American Day
- Oral Interp @ BEC in Garretson (10:00)
- JH Football v. Centerville (3:00)
- JV Football @ Parkston (4:00)
- JH Volleyball v. Lennox (4:00)
- Volleyball v. Lennox (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Tuesday, October 11
- JH Volleyball @ MCM (4:00/5:00)
- Volleyball @ MCM (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Wednesday, October 12
- Early Out (1:30)
Thursday, October 13
- Cross Country @ Region in MCM (3:00)
- JH Volleyball v. Tea (4:00/5:00)
- Volleyball v. Tea (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Friday, October 14
- FFA Blood Drive (7:30-2:30)
- Marching Band @ Sioux Valley (10:00)
- Football v. Centerville (7:00)

Worth Mentioning

END OF THE 1ST QUARTER is Wednesday, 
October 19. Double check your grades and make 
sure you are in a good position for the grades 
you want.

WINTER FORMAL is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3. Start planning now.

Cross Country

Ian leaves Florida in 
debris

by Marieke Salomon
staff writer

     It's a terrible toll, yet again. 
Over 100 people died in Florida 
alone as a result of Hurricane Ian, 
which left a swath of devastation in 
its wake last Thursday, causing 
storm surges and heavy rain.
     Most of the victims apparently 
drowned. At least 750,000 homes 
in the U.S. were or are still without 
power. In Cuba, whose western tip 
was hit by the storm Wednesday, 
power temporarily went out to all 
11.3 million residents.
     In Florida, streets were under 
water in many places, houses were 
as if shaved away, bridges 
destroyed or boats washed ashore 
as in Fort Myers.
     Helicopter images showed 
burning houses between flooded 
streets or properties from which the 
buildings were completely washed 
away.
     Ian was one of the strongest

Devastation hit Florida as Hurricane Ian ravaged the entire state. While 
some cities were hit harder than others, it is clear that it will take months, 

maybe years, to recover from this storm. Houses were overtaken with water, 
roofs were ripped off, boats were blown ashore, and trees and powerlines 

were downed all over the state.

hurricanes in a long time and the damage it left behind 
will take months or years to rebuild and cost billions.
     The rescue work is in full swing, as many people are 
still in distress and on their own. Many neighborhoods 
are also inaccessible for the helpers because the 
devastation is too strong.
     Many people from all over volunteer to help and try to 
distribute food and basic products to all the people who 
need it.
     Donations are also collected to support the search 
and reconstruction.

Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Blue Ink’s move next week.


