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Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta

by Raegen Altman
staff writer - editorial

     As we get a little further 
into the school year, the 
seniors have finally got their 
senior privs but may be 
confused as to why they are 
only going home for one 
period. 
     In previous years, every 
other senior group has been 
allowed to leave during their 
study hall, along with their 
online classes, however, this 
year senior privileges look a 
little bit different. 
     There has been a lot of 
conversation on how many 
periods we should be allowed 
to go home. “Absolutely. In 
the school handbook, it 
states senior privileges were 
put into place to help better 
prepare us students for the 
‘real world.’ How does 
leaving for 54 minutes 
prepare me for the 
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Privs are a 
welcome change 
to pace the day

“real world?” I have good 
grades, I keep up with my 
studies, and I typically have 
nothing to do during my 
online class. I think it’s a 
waste of my time to sit in 
class with nothing to do,” 
stated Jenna Van Holland. 
  Acknowledging Van 
Holland’s response, Rian 
Smidt agreed, “We should 
definitely be able to go home 
during both online and study 
hall. It just doesn’t make 
sense for us to sit in the 
classroom instead of going 
home and being productive. I 
don’t know about others but I 
focus more when I’m at 
home.” 
     Agreeing with VanHolland 
and Smidt, a third voice said, 
“I believe we should have 
both periods to leave, some 
people live farther away and 
it would be nice to have extra 
time off to eat and relax 
during the school day,” stated 

Martin Welch has been in the right place at the right time a few times in the 
recent weeks. Welch has been a key component in catching some of the bats 
in school including getting the first bat out of Mr. Bohl’s room and most 
recently saving the upstairs from one of these flying mammals this week.

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

Calamitous concessions
by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer - editorial

     The great Garretson is well known for its 
affordable and abundant concessions. We have 
the classic hotdog, cheap sausage with an 
artificial, factory produced bun. Slap some 
ketchup, mustard and relish on that bad boy and 
you got a sports concession delicacy. 
     Or maybe you’re feeling some super nachos, 
cholesterol galore! The all holy cinnamon pretzel 
is also a popular choice. All of these for such a 
low price? Amazing! But alas all that is good must

Changes in prices necessary but cause 
surprise for many Blue Dragon fans

Matthew Gilbert.
      Most kids think of senior
privs as getting to go home 
during lunch so you can eat at 
home, but some students do 
more than just that. “I let my 
dogs out, eat lunch, and then 
take a nap,” explained Sam 
Schleuter. 
     VanHolland and Smidt 
agree with Schleuter as they 
take naps as well. “I usually 
go work at Annie’s to help her 
during the busy lunch time,” 
said Peyton Abraham. 
     Matthew Gilbert says, “I 
stop at Rob for lunch and 
head out to work on the farm 
and do cowboy things all day.” 
     Many students work during 
their privs, Bryce Stoterau 
claimed he does the same. 
     As the seniors are very 
glad they have their 
privileges, especially before 
homecoming, they wish the 
option for being able to go

Thankful to have 
them, but not what 

they used to be

     Let us hope that a full on 
war does not break out in our 
school.

Big thank you to 
Mrs. Granberg 
for creating the 
Blue Ink dragon

 come to an end, the prices have gone up and 
cinnamon pretzels can’t be found within a one 
hundred mile radius of Garretson concessions. 
What happened, how did such an atrocity occur? 
     Well first of all the prices, concession manager 
Mrs. Costello stated, “The concession prices went 
up because my supplier increased prices 
originally. We needed to increase prices to make 
profit, we still break even on some products as 
well.” 
     There you have it, due to inflation the prices 
went on most items, a dollar or fifty cents more. 
The cinnamon pretzels seem to have ceased

production as well which is quite unfortunate. But 
perhaps we can get some new concessions 
added to the menu. Some students voiced their 
opinions, walking tacos was a popular choice to 
add. Pizza may also be good to add, who doesn’t 
like a slice of Americanized Italian food. Even 
chislic could be possible to add, students just 
need to keep asking and annoy Mrs. Costello until 
she adds it. I believe that the students should get 
better food at sports events and garretson should 
reclaim its legendary status of “school with best 
concessions.”

Hunter Abraham and Matthew Gilbert took advantage of their senior privileges 
by going all the way to the Minnehaha County Courthouse to get the title to their 
senior class vehicle. Due to them both being involved in activities after school, 
football, this was something they would not have been able to do if it weren’t for 
the senior privs that they have earned and kept so far this year.

Photo submitted by Matthew Gilbert

home during both online 
classes and study hall was 
available. 
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Oreo Analysis

2022 Garretson Homecoming 
Schedule of Events

 
 Monday, September 26

Dress Up:  “Class Color Day” (9 – Pink; 
10 – Green; 11 – Orange; 12 – Black)

Events:
       Coronation Practice – 8:30 am
       Ruff and Tuff Volleyball – 

2:15-3:20pm
       Coronation – 7:00 pm at Garretson 

Athletic Complex
       Powder Puff Football - 8:00 pm at 

Garretson Athletic Complex
          Seniors vs. Freshmen and Juniors 

vs. Sophomores
          *Winners/Losers Play following 

the first game.
            HOT DOG Feed – Sponsored by 

Garretson Food Center and Coca Cola
 
Tuesday, September 27

Dress Up:  “Tacky Tourist Day”
Events:
       Palisades Manor: 2:00-2:45pm 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders)
       Cross Country @ Sioux Valley 

Invitational – Volga – 4:00pm
       JV-V Volleyball vs. Alcester-Hudson - 

6:00pm
  
Wednesday, September 28

Dress Up:  “Denim Day”
 
Thursday September 29
            Dress Up:   “Twin Day”
              Events:

       Cross Country @ Lennox Invite - 
4:00pm

       JV-V VB @ Parker – 6:00pm
  
Friday September 30

Dress Up:  “Spirit Day”
Events: 
     Pep Rally for Elementary - 8:30am 

(Royalty, Senior Athletes, Cheerleaders, Band)
     Dragon Olympics - 9:15am
     GMS Kickball - 9:45am
     Float Building - 10:30-12:45
       Homecoming Parade - 1:30pm
       ALL COMMUNITY PEP RALLY in 

Main Gym – Immediately Following Parade
       Football vs Hanson @ Home – 

7:00pm

Which of the “classic” flavors of OREO is the 
most delicious? 

     The journalism class took on the difficult challenge of 
figuring out which classic Oreo cookie is the best.
     While all Oreos are definitely worth the calories, some have 
risen above the others with the different varieties that are 
available.
     Focusing just on the kinds that featured the classic 
chocolate cookie and cream filling, each cookie was taste 
tested and rated based on cookie to filling ratio as well as 
overall taste.
     The cookies that were tested were the original Oreo, Double 
Stuf, Mega Stuf, Mini, Thin, and Thin Extra Stuf.

#6: Oreo Mini
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 2.5/5
● Cookie Ranking: 2.75/5
● Overall Scoring: 4.75/10
● Comments: Nice bite size but still a little too much 

cookie like the original; tastes different than a regular 
size Oreo

#5: Mega Stuf Oreo
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 3/5
● Cookie Ranking: 2.5/5
● Overall Scoring: 5.38/10
● Comments: It would end up being too much after four; 

lots of cream, too much for some, just right for others

#4: Regular Oreo
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 2.63/5
● Cookie Ranking: 2.88/5
● Overall Scoring: 6/10
● Comments: The most ordinary, basic Oreo; a little 

heavy on the cookie but still not bad

#3: Oreo Thin
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 3.13/5
● Cookie Ranking: 3.5/5
● Overall Scoring: 6.25/10
● Comments: Good texture, the ratio of cookie to cream 

is almost perfect; almost like a chip.

#2: Oreo Thin Extra Stuf
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 4.13/5
● Cookie Ranking: 4.38/5
● Overall Scoring: 7.75/10
● Comments: Nice bite size but still a little too much 

cookie like the original; tastes different than a regular 
size Oreo

#1: Oreo Double Stuf
● Cookie to Filling Ratio: 3.88/5
● Cookie Ranking: 4.38/5
● Overall Scoring: 8.38/10
● Comments: Perfect balance; good ratio but I’m always 

down for extra filling

     While many of us knew that Double Stuf Oreos were a 
strong, solid choice but apparently they are the best choice. 
The pleasant surprise through this analysis were the Oreo 
Thins. Both the regular Thins and the Thins Extra Stuf were 
highly rated. And while it may seem contradictory to have Oreo 
Thin Extra Stuf the cookie to filling ratio was about perfect for 
everyone with a thin crisp cookie and a little substance to the 
filling. Watch in future issues for an evaluation of different Oreo 
varieties such as mint, lemon, peanut butter, and fudge dipped.
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Student review of school lunch Students good with some 
options, other changes 

suggested

Above: Miss Williamson allows the seventh graders to get up close and friendly with their class pet, a gecko she 
adopted this summer.
Below: Mrs. Bly helps the sixth graders with verb conjugations and conjunctions during class.

Photos by Treyton Chester, Dmitriy Sysa, Tyler Erickson
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Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you a few extras are 
available for purchase. Yearbooks 
cost $30. Please see Mrs. B

Get ready because your 2022-2023 yearbooks can be reserved 
soon. Look in upcoming issues of the Blue Ink for ordering 
information so you can save this year’s memories.

Also - if you did not receive your yearbook from the 2019-2020 
school year, please come claim one. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 
John Garretson, if you were in middle or high school during that year, 
there is a yearbook waiting for you if you haven’t gotten it yet.

by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

     Two days ago, Wednesday, September 21  
there was a college fair at Augustana. All of the 
juniors were invited to attend plus a few 
sophomores and a couple freshmen went. 
     A lot of big schools were there including 
SDSU, Southeast Tech, Mitchell Tech, Lake Area 
Tech, and even a couple military branches like 
Air Force and Army.

 A lot of kids had a lot of positive reviews about it 
and they said that they now know which schools 
to look out for. A couple said that they wanted to 
go to a school, but the talked to them and 
realized that it isn’t what they wanted.

     But sometimes the students just 
have to eat what is on the menu 
and it isn’t always what they are 
craving.
     Christensen said, “You don’t 
have many options during the day 
and if there is something you don’t 
like you don’t have any other 
options available.“
     “It’s not the best,” and “I’m not 
the biggest fan of the chicken 
patties we have almost every other 
day,” junior Adisynn Fink said.
     In order to add a little more 
variety and fit the students’ 
preferences a bit more, 
Christensen  suggested that the 
students can have influence on the 
menu or make suggestions that 
would be voted on.
     Sometimes the cooks’ hands 
are tied as there are certain 
regulations they need to follow in 
order to meet the national 
guidelines for healthy school 
lunches. And while the nation has 

no problem mandating guidelines, 
the funding for it has been 
inconsistent. On top of that, school 
lunch isn’t free this year like it has 
been for the previous two.
     While there is no word of a 
changing school menu, the overall 
student opinion of the food is not   
as positive as it could be. The food 
selection of the school cafeteria is 
clearly unsatisfactory to the 
students themselves. This may call 
for a change of direction with the 
food provided since most teens 
think the cafeteria food is only 
average.
    

by Marieke Salomon
staff writer - editorial

     School cafeteria food has been 
a debate among students, parents 
and faculty alike for a long time. 
The overall sentiment of students 
toward cafeteria food tends to be 
slightly negative, and students are 
outspoken about their feelings on 
the matter. However there are 
bright spots and student favorites.
     For example, junior Adisynn 
Fink noted that she likes that we 
have so many different foods and 
that there is a different option every 
day.
     Kylie Christensen talked about 
how she is a big fan of the dinner 
rolls.
     The breads may be one of the 
best parts as Fink also expressed 
a desire to bring back the 
cinnamon buns. She also stated 
that she would like chicken alfredo 
added to the menu. 

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events
Friday, September 23
- JH Football @ Parkston (4:30)
- Football @ Parkston (7:00)
Saturday, September 24
- Marching Band @ Beresford (9:45)
- JH Football @ Parkston (4:30)
- Football @ Parkston (7:00)
Monday, September 26
- DRESS UP: Class Color Day
- Ruff ‘n’ Tuff (2:15)
- Coronation @ Athletic Complex (7:00)
- Powder Puff (8:00)
Tuesday, September 27
- DRESS UP: Tacky Tourist Day
- FFA @ Region Land Judging
- Cross Country @ Sioux Valley (4:00)
- JH Volleyball v. Alcester-Hudson 
(4:00/5:00)
- Volleyball v. Alcester-Hudson  
(5:00/6:15/7:00)
Wednesday, September 28
- DRESS UP: Denim Day
- Early Out (1:30)
Thursday, September 29
- DRESS UP: Twin Day
- Cross Country @ Lennox (4:00)
- JH Volleyball @ Parker (3:30/4:30)
- Volleyball @ Parker (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Friday, September 30
- DRESS UP: Spirit Day
- Elementary Pep Rally (8:30)
- Dragon Olympics (9:15)
- Parade (1:30)
- Pep Rally (Following Parade)
- Football v. Hanson (7:00)

Worth Mentioning

CHALLENGE DAY  is slated for 
Thursday, October 6. Check your email 
for more information.

Juniors attend planning day

Cross Country

Homecoming Royalty

Homecoming Court 2022
King Candidates: Carson Clark, Matthew Gilbert, Hunter Abraham, 

Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter
Queen Candidates: Anna Jones, Logan Bly, Reagan Altman, Grace 

Hove, Rebekah Roth

Volleyball
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is a legitimate reason, I 
allow them to use it to 
complete the needed 
reason,” teacher Darcy 
McGee told the Blue Ink 
staff. “I actually think it is 
nice that cell phones aren’t 
allowed in class…I try to 
be a good role model. I put 
my phone in my drawer 
before school starts and I 
don't usually look at it until 
lunch unless there is a 
special circumstance.”
     Mr. McGregor shared a 
similar belief, stating, “The 
biggest benefit of not 
allowing cell phones in 
classrooms is that it 
reduces the distraction 
that those devices create. I 
think people are on their 
phones too much, and that 
includes me as well. 
Students should be 
focusing on classwork 
while in the classroom and 
cell phones take away 
from that.”
     Although I think there 
should be some 
exceptions clarified in the 
school’s policy, I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it. Other than for 
dual credit or other online 
courses, there’s no reason 
for students to be on their 
phones during class time 
unless a teacher 
announces otherwise. 

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer

This last weekend 
South Dakota witnessed 
several victories in college 
athletics. South Dakota 
State University, University 
of South Dakota, Northern 
State University, and 
Augustana University all 
had teams that competed in 
games in both South 
Dakota and Minnesota. 
Football and soccer were 
two of the sports that had 

South Dakota 
college sports 

prosper over 
the weekend

Local success brings 
excitement to fans, SD 
communities

Jackrabbits took control of 
the field and made two 
goals, resulting in their 
victory. “I think it’s the most 
complete 90 minutes we’ve 
played up until this point of 
the season,” noted SDSU 
head soccer coach Brock 
Thompson.

USD
During USD’s home 

opener for football inside of 
the DakotaDome in 
Vermillion on September 17, 
the Coyotes conquered 
California Polytechnic State 
University 38-21.
Both teams only scored 
during the first and fourth 
quarters.

“It’s been a difficult 
couple of weeks going on 
the road and playing two 
outstanding teams,” said 
USD head football coach 
Bob Nielson. “We were a 
little bit beat up coming into 
the week…we made some 
big plays—something we’d 
been struggling with…that’s 
a great game.”

California-Davis the week 
prior. Five of the offensive 
plays during the game went 
at least 20 yards against the 
Bulldogs.

In addition to 
football, SDSU had a 
triumphant outcome in 
soccer. At the Fishback 
Soccer Park in Brookings 
on September 18, the local 
soccer team achieved a 2-0 
score over Kansas State 
University. By the second 
half of the match, the 

success. 

SDSU
On Saturday, 

September 17, the 
Jackrabbits won 45-17 in a 
non-conference football 
game against the Butler 
Bulldogs at the Dana J. 
Dykhouse stadium in 
Brookings. Improving on 
their offensive tactics, the 
Jacks gained 463 total 
yards of offense—almost 
double compared to their 
victory against University of 

The Wolves put up a fight against the Mavericks on Saturday, September 17, resulting in a stunning 23-22 ending score, 
upsetting Mankato. Northern State is up against their nearby rival—Augustana—tomorrow.

Photo taken from Northern State University Athletics

After two tough losses, the USD Coyotes celebrate their first successful game of the season. By using better offensive 
strategies, the team managed to conquer Cal-Poly 38-21.

Photo taken from University of South Dakota Athletics

NSU
The Wolves 

accomplished an impressive 
victory against the 
Minnesota State University - 
Mankato Mavericks this last 
weekend. On Saturday, 
September 17, Northern 
State Football beat their 
opponents with a score of 
23-22 at the Dakotah Bank 
Stadium in Aberdeen. 
Tomorrow, the Wolves will 
compete with the in-state 
team of
Augustana at 1:00pm.

AU
The Augustana Vikings 
played their most  recent 
football game away on 
Scheels Field in Moorhead, 
Minnesota. Playing against 
the Minnesota State 
University - Moorhead 
Dragons, the Vikings scored 
31-7 and racked up 465 
yards of offense. The team 
returns tomorrow to their 
home stadium to host 
Northern State University in 
the Hall of Fame Game.

Soccer v. SFC

Soccer v. DV


