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School picture 
day was 
Tuesday. There 
will be a 
makeup day in 
October if you 
missed it.

After spending her last 10 years as a 1st grade teacher in Baltic, Katie 
Hoekman ventured into the land of administration and traded her blue 

and gold of Baltic to blue and white in Garretson.

UPCOMING ATHLETICS
- FB v. Hamlin (9/2)
- XC v. Jesse James Invite (9/6)
- Soccer v. West Central (9/6)
- VB v. Beresford & TBD in BEC 

Tourney in Garretson (9/8)

Elementary principal Katie 
Hoekman and Middle/High 

School principal Chris 
McGregor join the Garretson 

School District this year 

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta

by Rebekah Roth & Treyton Chester
staff writes

     The Garretson School District has been 
introduced to two new principals in both 
elementary school and the middle and high 
school this year. Katie Hoekman, the elementary 
school principal, and Chris McGregor, the 
middle and high school principal, are two of the 
new staff members to the district. Although 
these new faces are adjusting to being Blue 
Dragons in the school, they have a history with 
education. Hoekman and McGregor shared their 
experience at previous schools, as well as a few 
unique details about themselves.
     Hoekman discussed her background in an 
interview.

Q: When did you begin working at Garretson 
and why?
A: August 2 was my first official day here. An 
opportunity came up for an administrative 
position near where I live and it was a small 
school district, so it was a very good opportunity 
for me to grow professionally.

Q: Where did you work previously?
A: I was a first grade teacher in the Baltic School 
District for 10 years.

Q: Where did you attend school?
A: I have my undergraduate in early-childhood 
from South Dakota State University and did a 
cooperating program at Dakota State University 

for my elementary education. Then I have my 
master’s from the University of Sioux Falls.

Q: What made you decide to be a principal?
A: I knew I wanted to get my master’s at some 
point—I didn’t know that being a principal was 
what I was going to do, but those doors just 
started opening up. I’m excited to be doing it. I 
have enjoyed it so far.

Q: What has been your best experience at 
Garretson so far?
A: The kindness of people. When meeting with 
staff members, they just reiterate how much 
Garretson feels like a family and how they 
support one another. I really have seen that and 
have felt that myself already.

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: I like spending time with my family…I sew…I 
love to sing and I love to act.

Q:  Do you have any family members?
A: I have my husband and we have four kids. 
Anna is twelve, Peter is nine, Ester is six, and 
Elijah is four. They will continue to go to Baltic.

Q: What is the best book you have ever 
read?
A: Several different ones. Probably a lighter one 
that I’ve read recently was Go See the Principal 
by Gerry Brooks.

Q: What is your favorite weird food 
combination?
A: I’m not a weird food combination person. 
Peanut butter and honey—maybe some people 
think that’s weird? I’ve tried Nutella with 
strawberries and honey on toast this last year; 
that was really good. That’s probably the most 
adventurous I’ve ever gotten.

Q: Do you prefer cats or dogs?
A: Both, because now I have both. I have two 
cats and I have a dog. I just got a puppy this 
summer, so I like both.

     A former Highlander from Scotland, South 
Dakota, Chris McGregor, joins the Garretson, 
Blue Dragons for a new journey in his teaching 
career. 

Q: Was there something that made you 
interested in working at Garretson?
A: Yes the school is the size of the school that I 
went to and it is closer to my family than it was 
before.

Q: What made you want to go into teaching?
A: My mother was a teacher, my grandmother 
was a teacher and I had a lot of good teachers 
along the way and I wanted to do that for other 
people.

Q: Where did you go to High School?
A: McCook Central

Garretson school 
leadership 

welcomes new faces

Chris McGregor returns to a familiar area as he takes over as 
Garretson’s middle/high school principal. McGregor was 

originally from McCook Central.
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is a legitimate reason, I 
allow them to use it to 
complete the needed 
reason,” teacher Darcy 
McGee told the Blue Ink 
staff. “I actually think it is 
nice that cell phones aren’t 
allowed in class…I try to 
be a good role model. I put 
my phone in my drawer 
before school starts and I 
don't usually look at it until 
lunch unless there is a 
special circumstance.”
     Mr. McGregor shared a 
similar belief, stating, “The 
biggest benefit of not 
allowing cell phones in 
classrooms is that it 
reduces the distraction 
that those devices create. I 
think people are on their 
phones too much, and that 
includes me as well. 
Students should be 
focusing on classwork 
while in the classroom and 
cell phones take away 
from that.”
     Although I think there 
should be some 
exceptions clarified in the 
school’s policy, I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it. Other than for 
dual credit or other online 
courses, there’s no reason 
for students to be on their 
phones during class time 
unless a teacher 
announces otherwise. 

by Tyler Erickson
staff writer

     This Saturday, 
September 3 is National 
Cinema Day. Cinema Day 
is where over 3,000 
theatres in the U.S. will 
have $3 movie tickets all 
day on Saturday. 
     With ticket prices 
averaging more than $9, 
the discount is a welcome 
change. The concessions 
will also be on sale at 
theaters. 
     This is the first ever 
year that this is happening. 
The reason that they are 
doing this is because they 
are wanting to attract more 
patrons  

- Why is it called the World Series 
when the only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or Canada?
- Why are they called fireflies 
when they are actually beetles, 
not flies?
- Why are they called starfish and 
jellyfish when they aren’t actually 
fish? They are echinoderms and 
cnidarians, respectively.
- Why are they called velvet ants 
when they are actually wasps?
- Why are they called Panama 
hats when they originated in 
Ecuador?
- Hiing your funny bone isn’t 
actually funny. Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling is when 
you hit your ulnar nerve, not a 
bone.

Getting 
back in 
theatres
The first ever 
national cinema day 
premieres tomorrow

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you a few extras are 
available for purchase. Yearbooks 
cost $30. Please see Mrs. B

New principals 
continued
Q: Where did you go to college?
A: USD

Q: Where did you work 
previously?
A: Scotland, South Dakota

Q: What do you do in your free 
time, some of your favorite 
things?
A: I love to play golf, hunting, 
fishing, camping, watching 
baseball, traveling to go to baseball 
games. The Braves are my favorite 
team.

Q: What’s your favorite movie, 
and why?
A: Ohhh that’s a tough one… My 
favorite movie is about a 
submarine. It’s called Crimson Tide. 
It’s just cool, I like the story. It’s just 
a good movie about a nuclear 
submarine.

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

Katie Hoekman and Chris 
McGregorchange up the 

faces of school 
administration in Garretson

Q: What has been your best 
experience at Garretson so far?
A: The best is how 
welcoming it has been. The 
students singing “Happy Birthday” 
to me was pretty cool.

Q: Do you have any pets?
A: I have no pets. I used to have 
piranhas though.

     While Hoekman and McGregor 
are adjusting to their new 
surroundings, they have already 
made their presence felt, being in 
attendance at multiple sporting 
events, walking the hallways, 
talking with students, and visiting 
classrooms.

Get ready because your 2022-2023 yearbooks can be reserved 
soon. Look in upcoming issues of the Blue Ink for ordering 
information so you can save this year’s memories.

Also - if you did not receive your yearbook from the 2019-2020 
school year, please come claim one. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 
John Garretson, if you were in middle or high school during that year, 
there is a yearbook waiting for you if you haven’t gotten it yet.

and encourage them to 
explore movies that they 
may not have seen. Also it 
is an incentive to get 
people back in theaters 
since after the COVID 
pandemic, many movies 
have been made available 
through personal 
streaming services. 
     At the movie theatre in 
Dells Rapids, they will be 
playing Top Gun: Maverick 
throughout the whole day. 
At Dawley Farms (East 
side of Sioux Falls), they 
will be showing movies like 
Spider-man No Way 
Home, Top Gun: Maverick, 
The Invitation, Bullet Train, 
Minions: Rise of Gru, and 
Beast.

Movie Times for 
Saturday

Dells Theater

Top Gun: Maverick
1:00, 4:00, 7:00

Dawley Farms

Spiderman: No Way Home
11:35, 3:10, 6:45, 10:20

Minions: Rise of Gru
12:15, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30, 9:55

Top Gun: Maverick
12:10, 3:20, 6:35, 9:50

The Invitation
12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:45

Bullet Train
12:40, 3:50, 6:55, 10:00
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country team had another 
meet, this time in Salem. 
Sebastian Deyoung placed 
13th, followed by Noah 
Schotzko in 14th during 
the boys JV meet. There 
was less than one second 
between them. 
     Other boys running for 
the Blue Dragons over the 
last two meets were Talon 
Miller and Nathanial 
Roberts.
     In the JV girls race 
Emma Hanson occupied 
the 13th place while Eliza 
Potter finished 27th.
     Cross Country is back 
in action on Tuesday, 
September 6 for their 
home invitational.
   The Blue Dragon 
Volleyball Team (5-2) went  

3-1 on August 27 at the 
Canton Tourney taking 
down West Sioux (IA), 
Lennox, and Vermillion. 
Their only loss was to 
Canton in the 
championship match.
     Leading the way for the 
Blue Dragons was Grace 
Hove with 79 assists and 7 
aces. Sydney Olson also 
had 7 aces and tacked on 
19 digs for the tourney. 
Kaylin Koch had 6 aces 
and 22 kills while Logan 
Bly and Aleah Wagner put 
on strong performances 
both offensively and 
defensively. Bly had 24 
kills and 33 digs. Wagner 
had 26 kills and 24 digs. 
    Yesterday the volleyball 
team had a match in 

Baltic, and with it always 
being a close match 
between the Dragons rival, 
the volleyball team took a 
tough loss 0-3. 
     The volleyball team will 
play next Thursday and 
Saturday in the Big East 
Conference. Garretson 
earned the #1 seed and 
will play #8 Beresford to 
start the conference 
tourney.
     Football was looking to 
rebound after an season 
opening loss to Chester. 
However Viborg-Hurley 
stopped the Blue Dragons 
going on to win 52-0.
     Garretson hosts the 
Hamlin Chargers tonight at 
7pm and hopefully come 
off with a win.
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This Week’s Need to 
Know

Upcoming Events
Friday, September 2
- Football v. Hamlin (7:00)
 - Booster Club Tailgate Supper
Monday, September 5
- No School - Labor Day
Tuesday, September 6
- XC @ Jesse James Invite (4:00)
- Soccer v. West Central (5:00)
Wednesday, September 7
- Early Out (1:30)
Thursday, September 8
- VB v. Beresford (BEC in Garretson) (6:00)
- VB v. TBD (BEC in Garretson) (7:30)
Friday, September 9
- FB @ Alcester-Hudson (7:00)
Saturday, September 10
- VB @ TBD (BEC in Chester) (TBD)

Worth Mentioning
THANK YOU Blue Dragons for making this a great 
start to the school year!

Soccer gets second win, other teams 
struggle
by Raegen Altman & 
Marieke Salomon
staff writers

    Two full weeks into 
school and the fall sports 
are in the middle of all 
their season. All teams 
have stayed busy with 
multiple contests over the 
past week
    The Garretson Soccer 
Team earned their first win 
in Worthington, MN on 
August 27 with 8-0 victory. 
They backed up that win 
with another yesterday as 
they took down the Huron 
Tigers, 4-0.
     Garretson soccer 
returns to action on 
Tuesday, September 6 as 
they host perennial 
powerhouse, West 
Central. Game starts at 
5:00 at the Garretson 
Athletic Complex.
     The Blue Dragons have 
a few new faces including 
new assistant coach Jill 
Whalen, and some 
younger faces on the 
team. For the past few 
years, the Garretson 
Varsity soccer team has 
consisted of 7th -12th 

graders, allowing the 
opportunity for valuable 
experience on the field.
     Emma Hanson has 
managed to play varsity 
soccer but also run cross 
country. “I just go to 
practice and try my best,” 
explained Hanson. 
Hanson is the youngest 
player on the team, as she 
is only in 7th grade.
    The competitiveness on 
the soccer team may be 
harder to keep up with at a 
varsity level when you’re 
such a young athlete, but 
when asking Hanson how 
difficult it is she stated, 
“Sometimes it is hard, but I 
try my best and try and 
keep up as good as I can.” 
Hanson has been holding 
her own on the soccer field 
and during the cross 
country meets.
     On Friday, August 26, 
the cross country team 
started their season and 
Hanson along with Talon 
Miller, both seventh 
graders, got their first meet 
under their feet.
  Improvement was 
already seen on Tuesday, 
August 30 as the cross 

Recent action shows lots of room for improvement in all fall sports but strong potential

Above: Logan Bly goes up for one of her 10 kills on the night against conference rival, Baltic, last night. Despite some 
moments of strength, the Blue Dragons made too many errors and feel to the Bulldogs in three straight sets.
Below: The Blue Dragons wrap up the Cougar offense but not before another first down as Viborg-Hurley set the pace 
of the game from the start, winning 52-0.

Photos by Nora Bonte and Bryn Swatek
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by Dimitry Sysa
staff writer - editorial

     Almost everyone has 
seen a movie, and there’s 
a good chance you’ve 
seen one when you were 
young. Us normal people 
would call these 
“childhood movies.” 
   Sometimes these 
movies will emit nostalgia 
for certain people who 
have watched them at a 
young age. When you see 
certain scenes it can 
remind you of your 
younger self. Back when 
you didn’t have homework, 
didn’t have to work, or 
worry about studying to 
get into a good college or 
else you’ll end up eating 
out of dumpsters 

Student Opinion Poll

Movies that need to 
be rewatched

Childhood favorite movies are more than just 
good memories, they may be worth the time to 

watch again, even now
and living under bridges. 
Always moving and never 
happy…
     But anyway many of us 
who have grown up during 
the same times have the 
same nostalgia for certain 
movies. For example 
senior Maverick Houg said 
that Cars is his favorite 
childhood movie, he’s 
owned merchandise from 
this series because he 
enjoyed it so much. 
     I’m sure many of you, 
yes, you reading this have 
seen this movie and have 
some sort of memory 
attached to it. 
     These movies don’t 
have to be experienced by 
yourself, some families 
have “movie traditions” 
where maybe the parents

watched a certain movie 
when they were young and 
now watch it every year 
with their family. Or holiday 
themed movies can be 
considered nostalgic. 
   I’m sure almost 
everyone has a few 
movies they watch during 
Christmas or Halloween. 
Maybe watching Home 
Alone reminds you of the 
time when your dad spilled 
hot cooking oil from the 
turkey all over your arm 
and gave you second 
degree burns, who knows. 
     But whatever the movie 
or memory may be we can 
all look back and imagine 
how young we were. How 
much of a better time it 
was. A time where gas 
was cheaper.

Everyone has different favorites from their childhood but there are always a few 
that rise to the top including movies like Cars or Shrek. In this week’s student 

opinion poll, The Bee Movie was a favorite from those earlier years.

Tic 
Tac 
Toe 
Challenge

The Blue Ink 
challenges 
Multimedia 
to a game of 
Tic Tac Toe. 
Your move.


