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If you still want a 
yearbook from last 
year, there are a few 
left. Cost is $30. Please 
see Mrs. Buchholz if 
interested.

Senior Morgan Damman signs into her dual credit account using an application on her phone, Duo Mobile. Duo Mobile is a 
security app that is required for dual credit students to verify that nobody else signs into their university account.
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UPCOMING ATHLETICS
- XC @ Beresford (8/26)
- FB @ Viborg-Hurley (8/26)
- VB @ Canton Tourney (8/27)
- Soccer @ Worthington (8/27)
-

Cell phone 
policy stirs 

controversy 
among 

students 
and staff

What are you most excited 
about for this school year?

What was the best part of 
summer and why?

”Just being back.Just 
being back with kids 
and seeing them 
continue to grow. 
Every time you get a 
new year you get a 
fresh start; it’s good 
to be back.”

- Mr. Hughes, 
Sta

“So many things. I 
can’t choose just 
one.”

- Maverick H., 
Senior

“I think seeing my 
friends that I didn’t 
see over the summer 
so we can catch up.”

- Marissa S., 
Senior

“Basketball season.”
- Blaine T., 

Junior

“The energy of the 
school. The day goes 
by very fast.”

- Mr. T. 
Johnson, 
Sta

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer - editorial

     While Garretson Middle and High 
School have had rules on cell phone 
usage in class for years, many students, 
myself included, have noticed that the 
staff have become more strict on these 
rules and have inflicted harsher 
punishments this year. The policy states 
that students’ phones are prohibited in 
the classroom during school hours and 
must remain in their lockers.
     Even though it’s only the beginning of 
the year, I have witnessed several 
students being penalized for having their 
phones out during class, despite such 
usage being for school purposes. In 
many of these circumstances, the 
students have had their phones 
confiscated and were not allowed to 
receive them until after school.
     I think that it is necessary to have 
limitations for students’ mobile devices. 
There’s no reason for a student to have 
their phone out while a teacher is 
speaking or leading a class activity. Yet, I 
do not see the issue with students having 
their phones present with them in class, 
or using them for educational objectives. 
    “I totally agree with the policy for 
sophomores and freshmen, because 
they are still getting accustomed to high 
school and managing their assignments. 
But, juniors and seniors should be 

expected to be able to have their phone on 
them and only use it when it’s needed or when 
they have time,” stated senior Morgan 
Damman.
     “Starting junior year we can take dual 
credits, which literally require your phones to 
log on and they help for online classes having 
multiple devices to do research and write 
essays on…If you are in a dual credit, to log on 
a notification gets sent to your phone for a 
security check; the website needs to do to 
make sure it’s you.”
   Damman is a student who has been 
personally affected by the school’s policy. “I got 
my phone taken when I was working on my 
dual credit, but I was in a separate classroom. I 
don’t know if the teacher was aware we need 
them for dual credit so I won’t throw shade 
towards them…I didn’t realize we couldn’t have 
them out during our online period…”
     She also told of another student negatively 
impacted by the cell phone policy. “My dear 
friend Matthew also got [his phone] taken, and 
he looked depressed the rest of the day.”
   Senior class president Matthew Gilbert, 
shared his story. “I lost my phone on the fourth 
day of school for the first time in my high 
school career,’ he noted. “The rule is much 
more strict. I believe it is because of ‘devious 
licks.’”
     ‘Devious licks,’ also known as diabolical 
licks or nefarious licks, was a viral TikTok 
challenge that became popular during the fall 
of 2021. High school and middle school 
students 

partaking in this trend recorded and 
posted TikTok videos of themselves 
stealing miscellaneous school property to 
show off to viewers. These acts of 
stealing became known as licks.
     ‘Devious licks,’ also known as 
diabolical licks or nefarious licks, was a 
viral TikTok challenge that became 
popular during the fall of 2021. High 
school and middle school students 
partaking in this trend recorded and 
posted TikTok videos of themselves 
stealing miscellaneous school property to 
show off to viewers. These acts of 
stealing became known as licks.
     However, the policy has not changed 
since the popularization of the TikTok 
challenge, and staff confirmed that they 
have not become more strict.
     “The cell phone policy is part of the 
student handbook and was approved by 
the school board. This being my first 
year, I don’t know who exactly came up 
with the policy as it is written, but the 
school board approves all policies,” said 
principal Chris McGregor.
     “I think there can be certain times 
when cell phones can be used for 
classwork if the teacher feels it is 
necessary. However, the iPads that all 
students have should be able to do 
everything a phone can do so use of cell 
phones should be extremely rare.”
     “If a student asks [to use their phone] 
and it 

is a legitimate reason, I allow 
them to use it to complete the 
needed reason,” teacher Darcy 
McGee told the Blue Ink staff. 
“I actually think it is nice that 
cell phones aren’t allowed in 
class…I try to be a good role 
model. I put my phone in my 
drawer before school starts 
and I don't usually look at it 
until lunch unless there is a 
special circumstance.”
     Mr. McGregor shared a 
similar belief, stating, “The 
biggest benefit of not allowing 
cell phones in classrooms is 
that it reduces the distraction 
that those devices create. I 
think people are on their 
phones too much, and that 
includes me as well. Students 
should be focusing on 
classwork while in the 
classroom and cell phones 
take away from that.”
     Although I think there 
should be some exceptions 
clarified in the school’s policy, I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it. Other than for dual 
credit or other online courses, 
there’s no reason for students 
to be on their phones during 
class time unless a teacher 
announces otherwise. 
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- Have a broken arm or a broken 
leg?
- Lose an arm or lose a leg?
- Have the temperature be 80 F 
forever or 20 F forever?
- Be a famous person who is 
boring or a regular person who is 
hilarious?
- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t know?
- Never be able to use your phone 
or never be able to drive?
- Be able to fly or be invisible?
- Rather go to the future or go 
back in time?
- Know the date of your death or 
the cause of your death?
- Lose your sense of taste or your 
sense of touch?

TikTok’s time in 
school may 
need to run out
The app may be popular but it may 
cause too many distractions when 
used and referenced in school

Would You 
Rather?

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events
Friday, August 26
- XC @ Beresford (10:00)
- Football @ Viborg-Hurley (7:00)
Saturday, August 27
- VB @ Canton Tourney (9:00)
- Soccer @ Worthington (2:00)
Monday, August 29
- JH FB @ Viborg-Hurley (4:00)
- JV FB @ Viborg-Hurley (5:00)
Tuesday, August 30
- School Picture Day
- XC @ MCM in Salem (4:00)
Wednesday, August 31
- Early Out (1:30)
Thursday, September 1
- JH VB @ Baltic (3:45)
- C/JV VB @ Baltic (5:00/6:00)
- VB @ Baltic (7:15)
- Soccer v. Huron (4:00)
Friday, September 2
- FB v. Hamlin (7:00)

Worth Mentioning

THANK YOU Blue Dragons for 
making this a great start to the 
school year!

Forgot to order your 
yearbook?

Lucky for you 
a few extras 
are available 
for purchase. 
Yearbooks 
cost $30. 
Please see 
Mrs. B

Fall sports officially in full 
swing
by Raegen Altman
staff writer

     As the school year gets off to a 
nice start, so do our fall sports. 
     The Garretson soccer team 
(0-4) opened at the beginning of 
August with a tough start to the 
season. 
     “Teamwork is the biggest thing 
that needs to be worked on, once 
we figure out how to play as a team 
and work hard the whole 80 
minutes we will be able to hopefully 
pull off a win,” stated senior Jenna 
VanHolland. 
     The Blue Dragon soccer team 
took a tough loss last night against 
the Sioux Falls Christian Chargers 
(4-1) but have a chance to redeem 
themselves as they play tomorrow 
against the Worthington Trojans. 
     On the other side of the field is 
the football team. The Blue 
Dragons opened their season last 
Friday against the Chester Flyers. 
The football team had a tough 
game to start their season, but with 

a brand new line up and even some 
new coaching staff, the team is 
coming together more and more 
everyday. 
     A new play caller is on the field 
this year as junior Blaine Trower is 
taking the snaps at quarterback. 
Trower stated, “It is difficult for me 
because I feel a lot of pressure.” 
     Along with a new player at 
quarterback, we have the youngest 
starter on the field, sophomore Ian 
Buettner, as a wide receiver. With 
several completed receptions last 
week, Buettner’s confidence grew 
from the start of the game to the 
end. “It was scary, but also fun and 
it’s a nice challenge,” said Buettner. 
     The Blue Dragons now have an 
assistant coach in the building, who 
is also an old face to the program. 
Assistant coach Tim Hughes is 
back in the game. Coach Hughes 
explained, “It feels good [to be back 
coaching again], it’s kind of like 
riding a bike, it feels natural and I 
enjoy it.” 
     The Blue Dragons (0-1) will 

- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

Blue Dragons’ Soccer, Football, Volleyball, and Cross Country all in action 
in the first full week of school

travel to Viborg tonight to hopefully 
defeat the Viborg-Hurley Cougars 
(1-0). 
     To follow up with the fall sports, 
the Blue Dragon volleyball team 
had a great beginning to their 
season with a 2-0 start, earning 
wins over Tri-Valley and Beresford. 
Senior Grace Hove is very happy 
with the start of their season and 
said, “We need to continue with the 
hard work, communication, and 
positivity, to keep achieving our 
goals.” 
     The Lady Dragons defeated the 
Beresford Watchdogs last night and 
will play in the Canton tournament 
tomorrow starting at 9:00 AM. 
     Lastly, our cross country team 
takes action today in Beresford for 
their first meet of the season. 

Senior Carson Clark works to get a few more 
yards after being wrapped up by the Chester 
Flyers defense.

by Dmitriy Sysa
staff writer - editorial

     With the popular app 
“TikTok” launching in 2016 
many students have 
gained a crippling 
addiction to the Chinese 
app. The app features 
mostly dancing along with 
comedy content. The 
users will typically dance 
along to popular songs 
trending at the time. This 
fad has taken over the 
world. The app, as of now, 
has over one billion 
downloads; one seventh 

how many people use this 
app everyday it might as 
well be a death sentence 
to some people. Or as 
Taylor Benson and Ava 
Nordstrom stated, “I would 
not be happy.” 
     Whether or not this app 
is an actual threat to our 
school is not fully known 
but I’m sure most of us 
could say that we’d rather 
not have to see you do the 
griddy in the school gym 
for the third time this week.

school. These disruptions 
could potentially be 
dangerous, and really 
annoying to everyone 
around you. Some 
students don’t want to 
have their face in the 
background of your fifth 
dancing video of the day. 
Nobody wants to cringe as 
they watch you try to do 
some dance you saw 
online. 
 Teachers have considered 
banning the app and or 
banning making these 
videos. For

of the world’s population 
has the app downloaded. 
Why is it so popular? 
Perhaps it’s the ease of 
use. Or maybe it’s the 
quick snippets of content 
that when consumed is 
forgotten minutes later. 
     Making videos is also 
very popular with the 
young generation as well. 
Perhaps do a funny dance 
so all your friends can see 
or share an “epic fail” 
video of your friends 
hurting themselves. Some 
students have even 
recorded videos during 


