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Diggers Crown King Finster, Queen Sales
By Jarod Skvicalo

On the evening of Sept. 23, LDHS crowned a new homecoming king and 
queen. The evening began with the introduction of the senior’s parents, fol-
lowed by introduction of the royal court. Senior king candidates included 
Bridger Larsen, Jackson Percy, Nathan Finster, Zach Ulmer, and Aidan Lau-
renti. The candidates for homecoming queen included Ashley Sales, Stacey 
Anderson, Megan Erickson, Paige Barthel, and Aisha Baum. Following the in-
troduction of the senior candidates, the freshman candidates were introduced; 
Jachin Ruth, Jack Egemo, and Alex Ulmer were the candidates for freshman 
king. The candidates for freshman queen were Isabel Fredericksen, Carolyn 
Groeger, and Kelsey Stuen. Following these short introductions, Jachin and 
Isabel were crowned by junior class president Cameron Enright and junior 
class vice president Hanah Cerkoney. Following the crowning of the fresh-
man king and queen, a presentation providing accomplishments, activities, 
and future plans of the senior candidates began, and shortly after the senior 
king and queen were crowned. LDHS’ new homecoming queen, after a brief 
and suspenseful pause from Mrs. Mary Schumacher and Mr. Tony Biesiot, the 
masters of ceremony, was revealed to be Ashley Sales. Nathan Finster was 
then selected to be homecoming king. After the crowning of the new king and 
queen, again performed by junior class president Cameron Enright, Joel Fish 
and Cole Gackle presented a football to the newly crowned queen in the tra-
ditional blessing of the football. The evening concluded with the LDHS cheer-
leaders leading the audience in our school song and the recession of the new 
king and queen, accompanied by the LDHS pep band. 
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Is the truth worth dying for? From my cozy spot at a desk in a 
Midwestern high school, it is easy for me to hear this question and 
immediately declare the answer a profound no. However, sometimes 
steps must be taken back from one’s personal surroundings and sit-
uation in order to clearly and truthfully answer such a complicat-
ed and intense moral question. The constitution states that we, as 
American citizens, have the right to freedom of speech, and with it, 
an implied freedom of knowledge. But this right is not a freedom we 
can simply exercise when we choose and ignore when we want to 
shut out the relentless noise of the world. Especially in the world we 
live in today, with everyone and everything being continuously and 
seamlessly connected, it is almost impossible to ignore the news of 
the world. Sometimes, the news is cheerful and heartwarming, but 
all too often it is brutal, unforgiving, and cold. Nonetheless, this is 
news we as must know and recognize. In order for this to happen, 
there must be those willing and brave enough to bring us such news. 
Men like James Foley, who bravely risked capture and, eventually, 
his life, in his undying dedication to bring us such news. Foley suf-
fered torture and acts so unspeakable that most of us cannot begin 
to conceive them. Foley endured such acts at the hands of extremists 
like Libyan rebels and most recently, ISIS. Foley tirelessly delivered 
us the most current and accurate information regarding these unde-
niable threats to the freedoms and graces of The United States, even 
in the face of captivity and death. But sadly, Foley will most likely 
never get the glory and recognition that others who have died in the 
Middle East will. I say this, not because Foley was inferior in brav-
ery or courage, but because he endured these acts without a weapon 
or military training. Foley went into such extremely dangerous situ-
ations armed with only his mind and a camera. And so, I ask again, 
is reporting the truth worth dying for? Did James Foley, and others 
like him, do the right thing in risking their lives in pursuit of report-
ing the truth? My answer, though only from the mind of a lightly in-
formed teenager, is a sincere yes. Had Foley, and others like him, not 
tirelessly risked their lives day after day, we would be ignorant and 
misinformed in the face of the greatest threat to our national securi-
ty in recent history. 

 As for how the United States, and by extension, the world, 
should respond, I have little to offer. I lack both the resources and in-
telligence necessary to answer such a deeply complicated and trou-
bling question. I suppose that’s why we, as Americans, put our faith 
in the hands of our leaders. Were it up to each of us to decide how 
to respond, we, as a country, would fall into a state of divided cha-
os and anarchy in a matter of days. So now it is up to our leaders 
to respond to these threats. But there is no doubt, regardless of your 
personal views or beliefs, that justice must be swift and thorough. A 
message must be sent to these, and any other threats to the person-
al freedoms that American citizens enjoy, that we will not allow such 
travesties to be exacted on our citizens. Heroes like James Foley must 
not be forgotten, and their heroism must be recognized. They must 
serve as a symbol of the dedication to patriotism and freedom for all 
of America, and for all of the world. 

Is Reporting the Truth Worth Dying For? 
By Jarod Skvicalo

Nathan
Finster

Elizabeth 
Belmontes

Sept. Students of the Month
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This year, the 
Lead-Deadwood 
School District wel-
comed 17 new teach-
ers to the organiza-
tion, seven of whom 
joined LDHS. 

I was afforded 
the opportunity to 
meet our new staff 
members and gath-
er their comments 
and thoughts about 
the upcoming school 
year. 

Mr. Tom Ties-
zen, a Spearfish na-
tive and Black Hills 
State graduate, has 
chosen Lead-Dead-
wood for his first 
year as a teacher. He 
has replaced Mr. Kim 
Fundaun, who re-
tired last year after 
more than 30 years 
at LDHS. He chose 
Lead-Deadwood for 
the good teaching en-
vironment, and was 
even coached by our 
former high school 
principal Nick Got-
lob during his years 
in football at Spear-
fish high school. Mr. 
Tieszen will be teach-
ing biology, anatomy, 
general science, ge-
ology, and astrono-
my, and will also be 
coaching high school 
football and middle 

school wrestling. 
Taking Mr. Pro-

efrock’s place, Mr. 
Matt Campbell will 
be teaching United 
States and South Da-
kota history, as well as 
government and eco-
nomics. Mr. Campbell 
is a graduate of York 
College in Nebraska, 
and calls Hot Springs 
home. After teach-
ing in Red Cloud for 
4 years, he chose to 
join his fiancé, Ms. 
Fink, here at Lead-
Deadwood. He will 
be leading our knowl-
edge bowl team this 
year, as well as assist-
ing with the clock and 
scoreboard at various 
sporting events. As an 
avid supporter of ex-
tra-curricular activi-
ties, he enjoys attend-
ing sporting events, 
plays, and anything 
else going on here at 
LDHS.

 Right next door 
to Mr. Campbell, Mr. 
Jonathan Lane will 
be taking Mrs. Proe-
frock’s place, teach-
ing geography, world 
history, and psychol-
ogy. Mr. Lane made 
the arduous journey 
from El Paso, Texas, 
to Montana, where 
he completed college 

at Montana State Uni-
versity. He was drawn 
to Lead not only for 
the teaching opportu-
nity, but is also tak-
ing the position of 
head boys’ basket-
ball coach, held last 
year by Wade Gins-
bach. Mr. Lane also 
has a newborn son, 
Jamison Royce. 

Another new-
comer to LDHS, Mr. 
Jake Terry hails from 
Pipe Stone, Minne-
sota, and joins us in 
Lead by way of Ver-
million, South Dako-
ta. After completing 
his degree at South 
Dakota State Univer-
sity, Mr. Terry taught 
in New Prague, Min-
nesota, before mov-
ing to Vermillion. Af-
ter getting married in 
June and, being a de-
voted outdoorsman, 
he decided to move 
to the Black Hills to 
take advantage of all 
the outdoor activi-
ties offered, being an 
avid outdoorsman. 
Mr. Terry will also 
be coaching football, 
more specifically co-
ordinating the Dig-
gers’ defense.  

Across the hall 
from Mr. Terry, Mrs. 
Maura Gatch will be 

taking over cabin and 
online school super-
vision duties. A native 
of Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, she complet-
ed her college degree 
at Chadron State Col-
lege, graduating sum-
ma cum laude. She 
later went on to coach 
volleyball at Chadron 
State and in North 
Dakota, and has even 
played on the United 
States international 
volleyball team, rep-
resenting the United 
States during games in 
Scotland. After meet-
ing our head foot-
ball coach, Mr. Ryan 
Gatch, during her time 
in North Dakota, she 
decided to follow him 
here when he took a 
teaching position in 
the Lead-Deadwood 
School District. 

Another addition 
to our staff, Mr. Ja-
son Boeding, comes 
to us from Caputa, 
South Dakota. After 
completing his de-
gree at Black Hills 
State, he taught in-
dustrial technology in 
Eurika, South Dako-
ta. He decided to re-
join his family in the 
Black Hills area, and 
has taken Mr. Thay-
er’s position as the 

career prep, robotics, 
and welding teacher. 
In addition, he will 
be an assistant coach 
on both our foot-
ball and track teams. 
During his time away 
from school or sports 
teams, Mr. Boeding 
enjoys riding his mo-
torcycle through the 
hills, cabinetry, and 
drinking coffee. 

Finally, Mr. Tony 
Musilek will be tak-
ing Ms. Davis’ place 
next door to Mr. Bur-
goyne. Mr. Musilek 
will be teaching mid-
dle school computers 
in addition to person-
al finance. A Sturgis 
native, he attended 
Black Hills State Uni-
versity before teach-
ing at Sturgis for over 
13 years. After teach-
ing in Sturgis, he 
opened is own em-
broidery business be-
fore working for the 
Four Aces casino as 
a network adminis-
trator. Mr. Musilek 
joined the Lead-
Deadwood school 
district as a technolo-
gy integrationist after 
working for the Dead-
wood casinos and, 
eventually, joined the 
high school staff as a 
teacher.

Mr. Tom Tieszen Mr. Matt Campbell Mr. Jonathan Lane Mr. Jake Terry Mrs. Maura Gatch Mr. Jason Boeding Mr. Tony Musilek

Changes Occur In LDHS Line-up: Seven Join LDHS Staff
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A love of music 
leads students to au-
ditioning for All-State 
Chorus. Students au-
ditioned last spring 
for a coveted spot in 
the one of the quar-
tets. Members are 
busy preparing to join 
students from across 
South Dakota on Oct. 
31 through Nov. 1 at 
the Sioux Falls arena.

Those attending 
are Hannah Rogers, 
Elsie Miller, Mikay-
la St. Pierre, Reece 
Knabel, Griffen Mack-
ey, Jacob Eggers, Na-
than Finster, and Aid-
an Laurenti. 

The songs  that 
were selected for All-
State are Lord of the 
Small, The King Shall 
Rejoice, Di Profundis, 
Daa Naa Se, Beautiful 
City, and Nyon Nyon. 

Dr. Andre Thom-
as, from Florida State 
University - Talla-
hassee, FL will be the 
guest conductor.

Mr. Peterson said, 
“I always look forward 
to All-State because it 
is, without question, a 
highlight for vocal stu-
dents across the state.”

Tickets are avail-
able: http://www.sdh-
saa.com/Portals/0/
PDFs/FineArts/Mu-
sic/ChorusOrchestra/
TicketInformation.pdf 

All-State Chorus members Back L-R: Nathan Finster, Reece Knabel, Jacob Eggers, Aidan Lau-
renti, Mikayla St. Pierre, and Griffen Mackey. Front L-R: Hannah Rogers and Elsie Miller.

Press Release: 
Dean Peterson was hon-

ored on Aug. 1, 2014 at the 
South Dakota High School 
Honor Choir concert in Sioux 
Falls, SD with the SSD-AC-
DA Life Time Achievement 
Award.

 “Dean Peterson,  a South Dakota native, 
graduated from Astoria High School  in 1970 and 
then went on to receive his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Music Education from Northern State College 
in 1974, studying private voice and choral music 
with Dr. John Berggren.

Mr. Peterson taught Junior and Senior High 
Vocal Music in Winner, SD for two years before 
starting a 38-year career in the Lead-Deadwood 
School District, including a 10-year teaching as-
signment in elementary music K-5. Dean Pe-
terson, private voice instructor, adjudicator for 
Middle School and High School Contests and 

guest conductor for area Choral Festivals, is cur-
rently the Middle School and High School choral 
director in the communities of Lead and Dead-
wood. A frequent tenor soloist in the Black Hills 
region, Peterson is most noted for performing 
tenor solos in performances of Handel’s Messi-
ah with various university choirs.

An active member of the SD-ACDA orga-
nization, Peterson has served as the West Riv-
er Representative and the co-host of the 2013 
Mid-Winter Conference in Rapid City. He has 
successfully encouraged many young singers to 
participate in both the SD Junior and SD Senior 
Honor Choirs throughout his teaching career.

Peterson is a current member of the Black 
Hills State University Community Chorus and 
the Black Hills Singers. Peterson has been the 
musical director for ‘many, many’ musicals at 
LDHS, as well as at the Lead Historic Opera 
House.”Peterson joined a distinguished list of re-
cipients at this year’s induction.

Peterson Receives Life Time Achievement Award

Quartets 
Prepare For 
All-State
By Shanda Madsen
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Aside from the snow over the second week of September, the boy’s 
golf team has had a pretty successful season so far.  Their season is 
short, only lasting from the middle of August to the beginning of Oc-
tober.  There are four high school students on the team; Brett Mattson, 
Cameron Enright, Joey Fox, and Carston Mertens.  

The boys golf season started out with practice on Aug. 11.  Their first 
meet was only a week later at Boulder Canyon Country Club, hosted by 
Sturgis, where they played 18 holes.  Mattson placed 4th with a 78.  On 
Sep. 2, they had a triangular meet at Belle Fourche where they played 
nine holes against Belle Fourche and Spearfish.  The Golddiggers won 
the meet with a 183, followed by Spearfish with a 187, and Belle Fourche 
with a 208.  Brett Mattson was the medalist at this meet where he shot 
a 42. They then traveled to Hot Springs and Mattson shot an 80, Enright 
shot an 88, and Fox shot an 86.  On Aug. 28, they had the pre-confer-
ence meet at Hart Ranch.  Brett Mattson placed 5th with an 85.  Camer-
on Enright also shot an 85 and Joey Fox shot a 92.  

The boys are looking forward to the rest of the season.  The region 
golf tournament is hosted by Hot Springs on Sept. 29.  This tournament 
decides who gets to go to state this year.  They can either qualify indi-
vidually or qualify by being one of the top three teams with the lowest 
score.  The top four scores from the five varsity players are what counts 
towards the team score.  It is east river’s turn to host the state tourna-
ment for golf this year.  That meet will also be held at Hot Springs on 
Oct. 6 and Oct. 7. 

Boys’ Golf Starts Out Strong
By Courtney Gould

Brett Mattson (left) and Joey Fox (right) wait 
for their turns to hit.

Cameron Enright watches his drive down the 
fairway.

Brett Mattson chips onto the green at 
a meet at the Boulder Canyon Coun-
try Club hosted by Sturgis.

Cameron Enright takes a 
practice swing.

Joey Fox makes a putt for par.
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Homecoming 2014: Diggers Throwin’ It Back

2013
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Homecoming 2014: Diggers Throwin’ It Back
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Dance is beginning with a great start. Recently the dance team tied 
for 1st place with Sturgis at the Belle Fourche meet on Sept. 4. This 
year, the team was introduced to a new coach, Mrs. Stacey Ross. Most 
of them have had her in Middle School dance and are happy to have 
her again! Mrs. Ross said the team’s work is paying off with all the 
improvements they are making. At each practice, they start out with 
ten minutes of stretching, and for the rest of the time they are up on 
their feet. No complaining is ever heard when stepping into that gym 
for practice. They are all excited to progress into the season. Elizabeth 
Belmontes, dance manager, said, “Mrs. Stacey Ross is always positive 
and is thorough on teaching them what they need to accomplish and 
when they need to accomplish it. She is really nice and can relate to 
all of us well.” The dance team has really improved on their stunts, 
staying together with the beat, and hitting all the difficult moves each 
time. When asked what the team needs to improve on, Elizabeth stat-
ed, “The only thing we need to improve on is the spacing in between 
each other.” This year’s team includes seniors; Brooke Bialas and La-
vinia Sherman, and juniors; Jaedyn Mehlberg, Melinda Grass, Grace Ja-
cobs, and Cassidy Taborski. The dances they have completed are kick, 
pom, jazz, and hip hop. Kick and hip hop are Elizabeth’s favorite danc-
es because of the music and the moves that come with it. The team’s 
goals for this month are to try their best, keep improving, work hard, 
and have fun! Their next home meet is on Oct. 16 at 6:00. Come sup-
port the dance team with enthusiasm and Digger pride! 

Dancers Hip Hop Their Way to 1st Place
By Stacey Anderson

Coach Stacey Ross takes the helm.

Jaedyn Mehlberg, Brooke Bialas, Lavinia Sherman, Grace Jacobs, Cassidy Taborski, and Melinda Grass dance to “I Can 
Be Free”

The Dance Team dances into first place on 
Sept. 23.



Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014 Page 9NEWS

The boys and girls cross country team are off to a good start! 
Maddie Larsen, a junior, took home 13th place in the meets that she 
has run so far this year. The meets took place in Douglas and Spear-
fish. “My season has been going well so far! The team has put in a 
lot of hard work and effort this season. I’ve placed 13th at both of the 
meets. We’ve run at Douglas and Spearfish and they were both re-
ally windy, but the team pulled through and we managed to rack up 
some medals! I’m excited to run in Custer next week,” says Maddie. 
Nathan Finster, a senior, also said that the team was off to a good 
start. “We have had people medal in every meet that we have had 
so far this season, so that’s cool! We have a really small team this 
year, but it’s full of talented runners, and we compete very well at 
meets,” said Nathan. It sounds like it’s going to be a good season 
for the LDHS Cross Country team! LDHS’ most recent meet took 
place at Edgemont, and it was hosted by Hot Springs. It was the 
first time that anyone attending this meet had run this course. For 
the most part, everyone did really well. Nathan Finster placed and 
everyone else on the team had a great time. The first home meet 
is going to be taking place on Sept. 30 and everyone on the team 
is looking forward to competing. LDHS wishes the best of luck to 
the cross country team on the rest of their season! 

LDHS Cross Country Teams Going Strong
By Stephanie Stagner
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Diggers Off To Good Start 
By: Ashley Sandidge

The 2014 volleyball season is underway as the Lady Digger 
varsity team is now 3-3. The year started off with a tournament 
in Custer. The Diggers took on Red Cloud, Moorcroft, Custer, 
and Newell. They ended up going 2-2 in the tournament. Next, 
the lady Diggers took on Hot Springs on Sept. 2 for the first home 
game of the year. Superfans piled in as they watched the Dig-
gers take down the Bison 3 sets to none. New and first year head 
coach, Joe Williams, had a few thoughts about the game. “The 
team was feeling good and went on to play St. Thomas More two 
days later. The night began with the C team getting beat 3 sets 
to none, followed by the JV. It was varsity’s turn to step on the 
floor, but just couldn’t connect with the ball and ended up losing 
in three sets.” The Diggers have gone on to play both Hill City 
and Edgemont: winning both. Custer was a game that the team 
knew they had to prepare for. The game started at 5:00 with the 
Diggers losing the first match, but winning the second. The night 
ended up lasting five matches with the Lady Diggers winning 16-
14. The fans went crazy as the nail-biting game finally ended in 
the Diggers’ favor. The team’s next game will be a triangular in 
Newell against Hill City and Newell. 

Miranda Gallagher serves the ball. 

The team cheers as they score an ace. 

Megan Erickson, Sydnee Hamann, and Miranda 
Gallagher prepare to receive the ball. 

Jade Derby serves the ball.
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Pads clash, balls are thrown, players are giving it their all. The 
Lead-Deadwood football team is back and having a great start this 
year. After a close game with Little Wound (33-32), the Diggers 
are 2-0 to start the year! We asked the head coach, Ryan Gatch, 
how he thinks the Diggers are going to do this season. “We are ex-
pecting big things for the Golddigger football team. We are a pro-
gram that is based off of holding our student athletes accountable 
in athletics, academically, and socially.  Since last season we have 
had a number of athletes work on developing themselves into, not 
just good football players, but better people! We must be a team 
that will compete each and every week.”  There are also three 
new football coaches that have added a lot to the Lead-Deadwood 
Golddiggers winning potential. Coach Jake Terry, from Vermil-
ion High school, and coaches Tom Tieszen and Mark Jacobs, from 
Spearfish High school. Varsity quarterback Bailey Norton said “I 
am happy to be leading his team to victory, even though it is kind 
of nerve wracking.” He has had a great year so far and has made a 
lot of connections with Joel Fish, who thinks they are going to have 
a great season this year, as do the rest of the Golddiggers. Right 
now, the Diggers are second in the region, right behind Red Cloud. 
The next game is against our rival team, Saint Thomas More. Bai-
ley Norton said, “It is going to be tough, but if we play to the best 
of our ability I believe that we can win.” The Diggers had a rough 
season last year going 2-6, but it looks like there is a bright future 
for them. Coach Tieszen says that he thinks that the team has a lot 
of players with a great commitment to the team and who put their 
hearts out on the field every time they play. They are going to have 
a great season this year, so be sure to go down to Ferguson Field 
and support the Lead-Deadwood Gold Diggers! 

We All Dig
By Alex Cottrill
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Mr. Tony 
Biesiot is the 
new high 
school princi-
pal. Mr. Biesiot 
is from Dickin-
son, North Da-
kota and, by his 
own admission, 
has held many 
jobs in various 
cities and states, 
from North Da-
kota to Cali-
fornia. He has 

held multiple positions as a college physical ed-
ucation teacher and was the academic coordina-
tor in Dickinson before deciding to take the job 
as our technical adviser and football coach more 
than eight  years ago. According to him, the great 
community, great people, and great kids at Lead-
Deadwood High School are what cemented his 
decision to join the staff.

Mr. Joe Williams joins us from the elementary 
school to take the positions of assistant principal, 
activities director, and head volleyball coach, after 
being a fourth grade teacher for four years.  Mr. 
Williams at-
tended Evan-
gel University 
in Springfield, 
Missouri, and 
is a native 
of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. 
Yes, that is 
Lancaster, as 
in the small, 
soft caramels. 
During col-
lege, he met 
his wife and 
decided to 
move to the 
hills to be 
closer to her family. When he’s not working, Mr. 
Williams enjoys playing volleyball, and spend-
ing time with his one-year-old daughter named 
Eva.  Though he was an assistant coach in previ-
ous years, this is Mr. Williams’ first year as head 
coach and he is excited for what the future holds 
on the court. 

Biesiot, Williams Take The Helm
By Ashley Sandidge

With the old coach of Knowl-
edge Bowl, Ms. Emanuel, leaving 
last year, the team has had to start 
from scratch this year with Mr. 
Campbell as the new coach. Last 
year the team consisted of four se-
niors, so that left Mr. Campbell 
searching for a completely new 
Knowledge Bowl team. 

There were many meetings for 
people who might have been in-
terested in Knowledge Bowl. For 
the first meeting, no one showed 
up, so Mr. Campbell scheduled ad-
ditional meetings in an attempt to 

drum up more interest and gath-
er people for a team. Unfortunate-
ly, only one student showed up for 
the second meeting. 

When asked if there was go-
ing to be a Knowledge Bowl team 
this year, Mr. Campbell respond-
ed, “No one else was interested in 
Knowledge Bowl besides that one 
student, so there is not going to be 
a team this year.” The team need-
ed at least four contestants in order 
compete so the school will be left 
with no Knowledge Bowl team. 

Knowledge Bowl Is No More
By Amiracle Brungardt
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The LDHS Speech and Debate team has competed every weekend in 
October and acquired awards at every single meet. It can’t be denied that 
the speech and debate team has a lot of real talent. For the first time, there 
is a junior varsity reader’s theater. Ms. Shirlene Joseph said, “For a long 
time we have only had a varsity reader’s theater, but I’m excited to have 
one for the junior varsity team this year.” 

It’s no wonder that she is excited, seeing as both of the reader’s the-
aters have been placing in the top three at every meet. Joseph is clearly 
pleased with how the team has been doing, saying, “Our team has been 
doing phenomenal!” 

Senior Nathan Finster agrees. He said, “We are doing great so far! We 
have a lot of people getting first and placing in their events, which is awe-
some! And both of our reader’s theaters are doing very well also.” 

The individual events have also been successful. Both the varsity and 
junior varsity team have been receiving multiple medals at every meet so 
far. You can support the speech and debate team by going to see them 
perform at one of their meets. The next meet is on Nov. 1 at Stevens High 
School. All of the other meets are listed on the activities calendar on the 
school website.

Multiple Medals Won By Participants
By Shanda Madsen
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Chemical Weapons Found By United States Military In Iraq
By Jarod Skvicalo

Since 1980, the 
United States has 
been involved in 
some degree of con-
flict with 14 Middle 
Eastern countries, 
none more publi-
cized than the long 
running American 
military campaign 
in Iraq and Afghan-
istan. For over 10 
years, the conflict in 
the Middle East has 
been receiving al-
most constant me-
dia coverage from 
almost every major 
news network in the 
country. But has the 
media, or even the 
government, been 
completely truthful? 
According to multi-

ple soldiers and mil-
itary officers who 
have returned from 
overseas deploy-
ment, the answer is 
no. 

Over the course 
of the war, govern-
ment and military 
officials have denied 
making contact with 
chemical weapons of 
any sort, but newly 
surfaced information 
suggests that this 
claim is wildly un-
true. In fact, reports 
suggest that near-
ly 5,000 abandoned 
chemical weapons, 
leftover from Sad-
dam Hussein’s rule, 
have been encoun-
tered by American 

troops since 2003. 
Moreover, numer-
ous troops have re-
ported being injured 
by these chemical 
weapons, and have 
been denied both 
proper medical care 
and medals by the 
United States gov-
ernment. 

This problem, 
however, is a mul-
tidimensional one. 
Not only are these 
weapon stashes ex-
tremely disconcert-
ing to the soldiers 
that are tasked with 
unpleasant duty of 
finding and dispos-
ing of them, but they 
are also a valuable 
asset to one of the 

world’s newest and 
most deadly terrorist 
rings, ISIS. 

For those who 
don’t know, ISIS, or 
the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria, are 
a somewhat new-
ly formed band of 
terrorists and jihad-
ists whose sole pur-
pose is to take over 
and unite the Mid-
dle East under their 
rule. While they are 
currently contained 
in Kobani, a border 
town between Syr-
ia and Turkey, only 
time will tell where 
their power and in-
fluence will spread. 

If ISIS is able to 
reach the deposits of 

chemical weapons in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, 
there is no telling the 
kind of damage they 
could release on the 
neighboring towns 
and people. 

Now the ques-
tion surfaces; does 
the United States fo-
cus on the destruc-
tion of these weap-
ons and the care of 
the soldiers who 
were put in harm’s 
way while carry-
ing out this assign-
ment, or do they fo-
cus on halting ISIS’ 
advances in the Mid-
dle East? Only time 
will reveal the an-
swer to this pressing 
dilemma. 

October Kiwanis Students Of The Month

Rachel Eggers AJ Lawver
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Oscar Pistorius sentenced to 5 years for murder
By Jarod Skvicalo

 In society today, it is common for us to idolize those 
who reside in the spotlight. We think of athletes and rock 
stars as icons, people to model our lives after. We desire 
to have the same level of fame, the same level of glory, 
the same power. But the weight of fame is a heavy cross 
to bear, particularly when the eyes of an entire nation rest 
relentlessly upon you. Such attention makes it necessary, 
and simultaneously impossible, to be a perfect human be-
ing. While being at the peak of fame is glorious for those 
who feel it, the descent is often cold, brutal, and fast. In the 
wake of a murder trial, Paralympic star Oscar Pistorius is 
facing this descent. Known as the Blade Runner, Pistorius 
rose to fame after qualifying for several Olympic events us-
ing a pair of prosthetic legs, his legs having been amputated 
at the knee shortly after his birth. Pistorius began competing 
in Olympic and Paralympic events, both for amputee and 
able-bodied athletes, and quickly became a cultural icon 
for his native South Africa. That all changed on the night of 
Valentine’s Day, 2013, when Pistorius shot and killed his 
girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp. Sometime during that night, 
Pistorius awoke, retrieved one of the handguns he had in 
his home, and fired four shots through his bathroom door, 
killing Ms. Steenkamp instantly. Pistorius claims that an in-
truder had broken into his home and he fired through the 

locked door in self-defense. Others claim that the shots 
were the gruesome end to an argument that had lasted well 
into the night. 

Over a year later, in March, 2014, Pistorius went on 
trial for the murder of Steenkamp, a law school gradu-
ate and reality television star. Over the course of the trial, 
which lasted from Mar. until the beginning of Oct., Pistorius 
was acquitted of premeditated murder and various firearm 
charges, and was ultimately convicted of culpable homicide, 
the South African equivalent of involuntary manslaughter. 
Judge Thokozile Masipa acquitted Pistorius on the charge 
of murder claiming that Pistorius could not have objectively 
seen that killing someone was a prevalent possibility when 
he fired the weapon through the door. However, the con-
viction of culpable homicide was reached on the grounds 
that “any reasonable person would’ve foresaw that firing 
through the door could kill the person in the bathroom,” 
according to Judge Masipa. Despite the confusion and emo-
tion that has surrounded this trial from its inception, justice 
has finally been served to Pistorius. For the charges brought 
against him, Pistorius has been sentenced to 5 years in a 
South African prison. Did Pistorius get what he deserved? 
Well, that’s for each and every one of you reading this sto-
ry now to decide.  

Marilyn’s Back For More 
By Stacey Anderson 

Just like the fa-
mous Michael Jackson, 
Tupac Shakur, and El-
vis Presley holograms, 
will the court agree to 
a hologram of Marilyn 
Monroe? Virtual Mari-
lyn was brought up in 
2012 and is finally be-
ing discussed. A com-
pany in California is 
fighting to reanimate 
Marilyn Monroe into a 
hologram that will per-
form at concerts. 

The battle to name 
one’s company as the 
host of the holographic 
Marilyn Monroe is up 
for grabs. The ques-
tion that the court is 
trying to figure out is 
if the hologram is tak-
ing Marilyn Monroe’s 
rights away, even 
though she isn’t alive. 

Hologram USA, 

the company with-
in the court case, say 
they should have the 
right of an imper-
sonator to imperson-
ate Monroe virtually 
through the hologram. 
Because Monroe was 
such an idol, she had 
an income of around 
$30 million a year 
through her licensing 
fees.  Having had the 
third highest paid in-
come, behind Michael 
Jackson and Elvis Pre-
sley, Marilyn is be-
coming a high priori-
ty in the business field. 
With things like the 
hologram Tupac rap-
ping with Snoop Dogg 
, or Michael Jackson’s 
moonwalking abilities 
at the Billboard Mu-
sic Awards, Hologram 
USA is questioning 

why they should be 
rebutted with the Mar-
ilyn Monroe hologram 
and not with the oth-
er famous idols. It all 
comes back to Mon-
roe’s estate. Since her 
estate does not own 
her image in the ho-
logram, they wonder 
what Marilyn would 
have wanted. Mon-
roe’s quote, “I belong 
to the public, I belong 
to the world, I’m not 
interested in money, I 
just want to be won-
derful,” was used in 
the trial. 

Did she mean she 
wanted to keep the 
people happy, or to be 
remembered as one of 
the greats? All these 
questions remain up in 
the air for future court 
appearances. 
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A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol
A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol, the fall 

musical, is directed by Ms. Barb Fosheim, Mr. 
Dean Peterson, and Mr. Oliver Burgoyne. 
The musical gives the audience a look on 
how radio was done in the 1940s, when tele-
visions weren’t around. It was a chance to 
put an image into the radio listener’s mind, as 
well as give to news from around the globe. 

Play practice is after school every week-
day from 4:00-6:00 p.m., however practice 
does vary depending on what section is be-
ing worked. Danielle Brown, senior, states 
her favorite part of the play is how music is 
implemented and how the audience will view 
the play live as if in the moment of the 1940s. 

With the help of Burgoyne’s special ef-
fects, including sound effects, props, and 
backgrounds, the play is sure to have the an-

imated feeling of traveling back in time. At 
the moment, the play is progressing nicely. 
Brown explained how hard it is to get every-
one there every day because of each individ-
uals schedule conflicts. 

Acapella choir students join the cast of 
A 1940s Christmas Carol, ensuring that the 
play will be filled with many various musical 
selections. This guarantees the play will be 
filled with song and action, as well as com-
edy. 

Make sure to show up on Nov. 21 at 7:00 
p.m. or Nov. 22 at 2:00 p.m. to support the 
musical cast. There will be two more plays 
this year, so don’t be shy; audition! There 
are many roles up for grabs and many mem-
ories to make!

By Stacey Anderson

Fink To Advise National Honor Society, Encourages Participation
With Mrs. Rose Emanuel leaving at the end of the 

last school year, LDHS was in the market for a replace-
ment not only for a new teacher, but also for a new Na-
tional Honor Society advisor.  Thankfully, Ms. Betty Fink 
stepped up to take this position.  When asked about why 
she wanted this position, she said, “I was a member when 
I was in high school.  I also was an advisor for three years 
when I taught in Hayden, Colorado.  I think I can con-
tribute to this position and I have great ideas to improve 
the program.”  

In high school, Fink was inducted at the end of her 
sophomore year and was a part of NHS for both her ju-
nior and senior years.  She is looking forward to all of the 
projects NHS will do throughout the year.  She stated, “I 
am looking forward to making changes and adding more 
activities to the program.”  Fink mentioned that she was 
interested in getting the NHS students to participate in a 
ditch clean-up and/or a soup kitchen.  

Her first project is to host a bake sale during parent/ 
teacher conferences.  Hopefully, this will bring in some 
extra money for National Honor Society to use on oth-
er projects.  Some other changes Fink will be making in-
clude inducting members at the end of their sophomore 
year instead of the beginning of their junior year.  Fink 
also wants to change the induction process.  

NHS will continue with Santa’s Helper and Toys for 
Tots to give toys to the less fortunate children in the 
community.  

When asked about her overall outlook for the year, 
Fink stated, “I’m looking forward to this year because 
this is a great group of kids to work with.  The officers 
elected this year are a very promising group of students 
to work with.  I’m excited to see how this year turns out 
and I think we will make many improvements to the pro-
gram as a whole.”  The students in NHS are looking for-
ward to the coming year and the changes it will bring.

By Courtney Gould

Left: Rachel Eggers, Melinda 
Grass, and Kaeler Quenzer prac-
tice singing their parts in the 
play at their rehearsal. 
 
Right: Aidan Laurenti arrives at 
the auditorium for the rehearsal. 

Top Right: Clacy Percy practic-
es her scream of terror at the re-
hearsal.  
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Geo-Construct Builds 14’ x 28’ Cabin
By Alex Cottrill

The second year of the Geom-
etry and Construction Class is un-
derway with a much bigger and 
better project than before. 

The LDHS Geometry and 
Construction Class is not only get-
ting the math done in the class-
room, but also building a cabin for 
someone to live in. 

The class, which consists of 10 
kids, has to build a 14’ by 28’ foot 
cabin by the end of the year. It is 
a much larger project than what 
the first year students had to do. 

The cabin has to have plumb-
ing and electricity, and has to be 
safe because someone will be liv-
ing in it. 

The class is taught by Mr. 
James Studioso and Mr. Per-
ry Stulken. Studioso teaches the 
construction while Stulken teach-
es the geometry portion of the 
class. 

Safety precautions are taken 
seriously. Before a student can do 

parts of the build project they have 
to complete an activity on OSHA 
(Federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration) that corre-
sponds with it.   

Since the project is so large, it 
cannot be done in the woodshop. 
The class  is building at Moun-
tain Top in the parking lot because 
that is the only place that the cab-
in will be able to fit. Though they 
do have Studioso and Stulken 
(Stulken built his own house), 
they are making the kids take 
charge and letting them lead most 
of the project. 

Sophomore Hayden Hill said, 
“It has been difficult so far due to 
things breaking and people not al-
ways helping, but I think we can 
get it done.” 

The students are very excited 
to work on this project and get it 
done so they are able to view the  
finished product, but that is still a 
long way off. 
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The Cross Country team is coming to the end of their 
season, having competed in six meets, including Regions 
on Oct. 17 and State on Oct. 25. Members of the team in-
clude Nathan Finster, Courtney Gould, Maddie Larsen, 
and Mara Jacobs. 

They have practice every day, except for Sundays, 
on the Mickelson Trail and the track on Mountain Top. 
We got a chance to ask the team about the worst parts 
and Gould replied, “Being nervous before a meet defi-
nitely gets to me.” Finster said, “The track workouts.” “It 
is mentally tough, having to push yourself,” said Jacobs. 
Larsen replied, “During the race, when you are exhaust-
ed and you just want to get to the finish line and cross 
it.” We also asked the team what they thought were the 
best parts. Courtney and Nathan said, “The team is close, 
cheering for each other and having the day together as a 
team.”  Jacobs replied, “The best part about cross coun-
try is being active and having fun.” Larsen said “The best 
part is when you finish a race and you feel this burst of 
accomplishment.” The Cross Country team had a great 
season and are looking forward to next season. 

Runners Cross Finish Line
By Amiracle Brungardt

Diggers On The Rise
By Ashley Sandidge

The 2014 volleyball season is coming to an end, but 
the Diggers have a little more in mind. The team is cur-
rently 21-5 and has won 13 games in the month. Putting in 
a lot of hard work in the gym shows out on the court. Re-
cently, Jade Derby was KOTA Territory’s Athlete Of The 
Week. They hosted their home tournament on October 
4. Coming off a win in Belle Fourche, the girls’ first op-
ponent of the day was Gordon-Rushville, Nebraska. They 
ended up winning in 3 sets and played Bison, Newell, and 
Hot Springs. All of those games led up to the champion-
ship against Wall. The Diggers came out a little sluggish, 
and ended up losing the first set 14-25. Upping their in-
tensity the girls came back and won the next two sets, 
25-23 and 25-16, to win the tournament. Three days lat-
er Harding County rolled into town with an 18-3 record. 
The Diggers ended up winning the first two sets 25-23 and 
25-17. The Diggers got a little satisfied and let the third 
set slip away, losing 20-25. Ending the night, they came 
out strong in the fourth match and won 25-22. The team 
knew the next four games would be tough. They would be 
facing St. Thomas More, Red Cloud, Belle Fourche, and 
Douglas, all games they needed to win. The team came to 
play every game and ended up winning all four of them. 
The Diggers are the second seed in the region, losing to 
Spearfish in three sets on Monday, the 27. District finals 
will begin on Thursday, Nov. 6 at 6:00 p.m. 

Nathan Finster and Courtney Gould battle through the in-
tense run.

Hannah Rogers swiftly passes the ball over the net.

Grace Campbell setting up to serve.
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The boy’s golf team ends the year after the state meet held in Hot 
Springs.  Sept. 22, the team competed at the Black Hills Conference 
meet, held at Hart Ranch. On Sept. 29, the team traveled to Hot Springs 
to compete in the region tournament.  There the boys not only quali-
fied for state, but they were also the region champs.  They won the title 
with a 354, just barely beating Hot Springs’ score of 356.  All five boys 
on the Varsity team, Brett Mattson, Joey Fox, Cameron Enright, Kayden 
Varland, and Carston Mertens, qualified for state by being one of the top 
three teams at regions.  Brett Mattson was also the medalist of the region 
tournament by scoring an 81.  Before going to the state tournament, they 
played one last regular season tournament.  On Oct. 2, they had a dual 
against Belle Fourche at the Belle Fourche Country Club, where they 
only played nine holes.  The boy’s golf team then traveled, once again, 
to Hot Springs for the South Dakota State ‘A’ Golf Tournament.  State 
was held on Oct. 6-7.  On Monday, Oct. 6, Enright led the team with 82.  
Mattson contributed with 85 and Fox with 87.  Varland had the fourth 
player score of 112, giving the team a score of 366.  Mertens ended the 
day with 118.  On Tuesday, Oct. 7, Fox and Enright tied with 84.  Matt-
son shot 87, Varland had 111, and Mertens had 120.  The team shot 366 
both days.  They placed 12th as a team, while Enright medaled at 14th 
place individually.  The team will not be losing any seniors next year.  
The two oldest players, Fox and Enright, will be the returning seniors 
of the team.  The team will continue to improve during the offseason 
and hopefully bring home 1st place once again at next years’ state meet.

Boy’s Golf Ends Successful Season
By Courtney Gould

The Golddiggers made it to the playoffs! With a 
record of 3-5, they secured a spot and played Tuesday, 
Oct. 28 against Parkston. The Diggers won their last 
regular season game against St. Francis Indian School 
33-12. They then faced the number one team in the 
region: Parkston. “It will be a really tough game but 
that doesn’t mean that we won’t try our best to get the 
win,” said Wade Shoop. 

The Diggers have had their ups and downs this 
year, having gone from winning two games in a row 
to losing 5 in a row; but when it comes to crunch time, 
they know what to do. 

Ryan Hubbard, starting running back, ran 3 touch-
downs in the game vs St. Francis Indian School and 
had a great game. “I knew that we needed to win and 
I knew I could help the team get through to the play-
offs,” said Hubbard. It has been a while since the Dig-
gers have made it to the playoffs, and the boys were 
excited to play. Though the playoff game ended at 
halftime with a 0-56 score, the Diggers end the sea-
son with a better record than last year.

Coltan Radensleben said next year they hope, “To  
get an even better record.” 

Football Ends Regular Season With Positive Results
By Alex Cottrill

Joey Fox swings from the fairway and makes 
it to the green at the Hot Springs meet.

Joel Fish bursts off the line of scrimmage during the Oct. 17 
game versus Belle Fourche.
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The new 2014 horror movie, Annabelle, takes a hit in 
the box office, making only $37.2 million, which is noth-
ing compared to The Conjuring, which reached $86.8 mil-
lion. The movie revolves around a new mother, Mia Gor-
don, who receives a doll from her husband, John, that 
she had been trying to find. She puts the doll in her ba-
by’s room, and one night Mia hears a murder happening 
at their neighbor’s home. She calls the police and heads 
back inside, where she finds a man who begins attacking 
her. The killer left a bloody symbol on the wall. Soon af-
terwards, a news station reports that the assailants were 
Annabelle Higgins and her boyfriend. Mia soon finds that 
the doll is haunting her family and is attempting to steal 
the soul of her infant daughter. 

So, in comparison to The Conjuring, Anabelle wasn’t 
nearly as scary. The only thrilling tool used involves things 
popping out and the rumbling of the movie theatre sounds, 
which is no different than watching some scary pop-up 
videos on YouTube. The movie theatre makes the horror 
movie much scarier than it would have been otherwise. It 
really works up nerves, but when all said and done, so do 
certain videos on the internet. Although the acting in the 
movie was spot on, there were still some less than desir-
able intereactions between characters. The script doesn’t 
quite know what to do with most of them, and that makes 
their encounters awkward and hard to read. 

Annabelle is rated R for intense sequences of disturb-
ing violence and terror. It is now playing in theatres.

The Apple company is saying that this is the biggest iOS 
release ever. Naturally, there are good and bad things about 
the new iOS 8 update. You are able to quickly find and edit 
the photos you take, add your voice right into a message, 
and you now have the smartest keyboard system ever. iOS 
8 makes typing easier by suggesting contextually appropri-
ate words to complete your sentences. The new update has 
also made an entirely new way to see and use your health 
and fitness information. The new Health app gives you an 
easy-to-read dashboard of your health and fitness data. You 
can also connect with your other apple devices, such as iPad 
and mac, which means that you can now start an email on 
one device and seamlessly continue it on another. There are 
so many good things about the new update, but there are 
also things that could be done without. Apple mysterious-
ly removed its default Camera Roll album, which has caused 
a bit of panic. Because of this, many first assume that their 
photos have been deleted. Although it’s more difficult to lo-
cate and organize your iOS pictures, they should all be there. 
Also, when you delete photos on iOS 8, they’re not actually 
erased yet. The new Recently Deleted folder holds them for 
up to 30 days before trashing them for good. This could be 
a good thing for those who accidentally delete photos, but in 
most cases, it’s just an extra step to get a photo off of your 
phone. If you don’t have the newest version iPhone, or fairly 
new iPhone, your apps may glitch. Many people would rath-
er wait to get the new update until they get a newer phone, 
such as the iPhone 6, which will already have the iOS 8 up-
date. The iPhone 6 works best with the new iOS 8 update 
because it has the newest technology, which mean that it fits 
better with the update. 

When thinking of school lunch, one tends to think of 
delicious carbs and generous portions. Well not anymore! 
Thanks to Michelle Obama’s new health requirements for 
school, all school meals now require more fruits, vegeta-
bles, and whole grains. Many people are against this, in-
cluding the kids. The food association says it fully supports 
getting kids to eat healthier, but many districts are losing 
money because students aren’t buying the healthier lunch-
es.  Republicans argue that the new standards are too ex-
pensive and that kids are throwing away more food. The 
lunch rules go too far, and came too fast, for school dis-
tricts to handle, said Rep. Robert Aderholt of Alabama. Al-
though Obama is trying her best to stop obesity from hap-
pening, it’s not working very well. She strongly believes 
in the anti-obesity initiative. Obama says that 90 percent 
of schools are meeting the requirements. Although the as-
sociation says districts are unprepared to meet the new-
est standards, she said that she was going to fight until the 
bitter end to make sure that every kid in this country con-
tinues to have the best nutrition that they can have in the 
country’s schools. 

New Health Rules For School
By Stephanie Stagner

IOS 8 Update, Is It Really Great?
By Stephanie Stagner

Annabelle
By Ashley Sandidge
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Region Champs Place 6th at State
By Ashley Sandidge

As the 2014 volleyball season comes to an end, it is clear that the Diggers 
were successful. On Nov. 6, the team faced rival St. Thomas More to advance 
to the Region Championship game. The night resulted in a 3-1 Golddigger win. 
Being able to advance to the championship game was something the team had 
looked forward to all season. When the team took to the floor against Belle 
Fourche for the championship game, they lost the first set 25-21. The next set 
was just the opposite: 21-25 Diggers. The next set was a Belle Fourche victo-
ry. At this point the team knew they had to kick it in gear. The Golddiggers 
won the next two sets 25-23 and 15-11. This year was the first time since 1996 
that the volleyball team made it to state. The school held a pep assembly to 
send the team off on Nov. 18. The team took a charter bus down to Water-
town, where the 2014 State A Tournament was held. The team’s first game 
on was against Mt. Vernon Plankinton. They lost in three sets,which put them 
in the loser’s bracket. The next day they faced Pine Ridge and beat them in 
5 sets. For the consolation championship game the next day, the team played 
Redfield/Dolan. They ended up losing in three, but  they worked very hard 
to earn the 6th place finish at the tournament. The team is excited to return 
next year and would like to thank all the fans and community for all of their 
support throughout the year! 
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Anderson, Bender Collaborate to Advise Seniors
By Stacey Anderson

With winter approaching, it is 
time to be thinking of the future. By 
now, seniors should be applying to 
all of the colleges of their choice. 
Mrs. Bender suggests applying to at 
least three colleges if you are able 
to afford the application fees. This 
doesn’t mean you have to go to the 
first school that you are accepted to. 
Be sure to take the time to consid-
er every choice that is given. If you 
need a quick and easy way to com-
pare two or three schools, SDMy-
Life has a great side by side school 
comparison tool that shows every-
thing from the difference in cost 
to the difficulty of getting into the 
school.

Another big subject to make 
note of is scholarships. Scholarships 
are due at different times through-
out the year, but December marks 
an increase in due dates, so be sure 
to keep checking around. SDMy-
Life has a great scholarship search 

tool, which is located under the Fi-
nancial Aid Selector on the home 
bar. Scholarships can also be found 
anywhere from local organizations 
to colleges, and even websites on 
the internet. The bar code given can 
be scanned on smartphones, which 
will link students directly to Mrs. 
Bender’s scholarship page on her 
website. The app, QR Reader, is 
free and easy to download!

Every college bound senior 
should have taken their ACT by 
now, because most school’s appli-
cation deadlines occur in December. 
Juniors, however, should be think-
ing about the ACT. It is common for 
juniors to take the ACT in April, or 
even in February, to get the hang 
of taking the test. Mrs. Bender has 
study packets in her office for any-
one interested. SDMyLife also has 
method test prep on the left hand 
side, which scores on accuracy and 
also keeps track of how long it takes 

you to finish the test. Mrs. Bender 
will have ACT Test Prep available 
in March during SRB leading up to 
the April 14th test date.  Although se-
nior year can be stressful, keeping 
organized and on top of due dates 
definitely helps you have a great se-
nior experience!

Scan for more scholarship infor-
mation.

Lillie Niemeyer Brett Mattson

Kiwanis  November Students 
of  the Month
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Convicted murderer, Joran van der 
Sloot, was allegedly stabbed behind bars.  
Van der Sloot is currently in Peru serv-
ing time for the murder of Stephany Flores 
Ramirez, which occurred in 2010.  He is 
also the main suspect in the disappearance 
of Natalee Holloway, a teenager from Ala-
bama.  Van der Sloot pleaded guilty to the 
murder of Ramirez in 2012 and was sen-
tenced to 28 years.  Leidy Figueroa, van 
der Sloot’s wife, whom he recently married 
while in prison earlier this year, claimed that 

van der Sloot was ‘seriously injured’ after 
being stabbed twice; once in the waist and 
once in the shoulder.  She claimed that she 
smuggled his bloody polo shirt out of the fa-
cility to use as evidence and that the wounds 
were about 2 centimeters deep.  Figueroa 
later contradicted herself by telling MailOn-
line that van der Sloot was stabbed many 
times in the stomach.  She also said that she 
was “scared for his life” and that he “isn’t re-
ceiving any medical attention.”  Jose Perez 
Guadalupe, the director of Peru’s National 

Penitentiary Institute, where van der Sloot 
is currently serving time, told a television 
station that Figueroa’s claims were untrue.  
Guadalupe also regarded her as a “compul-
sive liar.”  Guadalupe went on to say, “In the 
first place, no girl in her right mind would go 
to a maximum security prison and marry its 
most notorious killer.”  Figueroa is purport-
edly still trying to get the guards to take van 
der Sloot to a hospital to get medical care.  
It is not yet known for sure whether or not 
van der Sloot was actually stabbed.  

Fellow Inmate Stabs Convicted Murderer, Van Der Sloot
By Courtney Gould

Crash Halts Current Dream of Commercial Space Travel
By Jarod Skvicalo

 Space has long 
been considered the “final 
frontier,” a realm meant 
only for the most high-
ly trained individuals who 
have dedicated years of 
their lives to the pursuit 
of the stars. Space was a 
destination for those with 
a thorough scientific curi-
osity and a desire to solve 
the secrets of our very 
existence. That’s how it 
was before Richard Bran-
son brought the surre-
al weightlessness and vast 
expanses of space to those 
willing to pay for it. An en-
trepreneur from the Unit-

ed Kingdom, Branson is 
best known for starting 
the Virgin group, a group 
of over 400 companies, 
including Virgin Mobile, 
Virgin Records, and Vir-
gin Airlines. The Virgin 
group has made Bran-
son a multi-billionaire, his 
net worth valued at over 
$4.9 billion, and his lat-
est business venture, Vir-
gin Galactic, promised to 
increase his vast wealth 
exponentially. A seat on 
the Virgin Galactic, which 
would fly guests into out-
er space for a short time, 
would cost $250,000 and 

notable celebrities such as 
Tom Hanks and Leonar-
do DiCaprio have already 
reserved seats on a Virgin 
Galactic voyage. Until Oct. 
31, test flights had been go-
ing according to schedule, 
and Branson had estimat-
ed that manned flights to 
space would be ascend-
ing by the fall. However, 
on Oct. 31, during a test 
flight of SpaceShip Two, 
the shuttle that would be 
taking tourists to space, di-
saster struck. At the top of 
the ship’s ascent, a prob-
lem occurred with the 
ship’s tail wings, causing 

the ship to fall out of the 
sky and explode upon hit-
ting the ground. One pilot, 
Peter Siebold, survived, 
though severely injured, 
after parachuting out of 
the falling craft. 

The co-pilot, Mi-
chael Alsbury, was not so 
lucky, and died on impact 
after being unable to exit 
the craft in time. The crash 
is now under full investi-
gation by federal author-
ities, and has effectively 
halted all progress on the 
Virgin Galactic project. In 
a statement released fol-
lowing the crash, Bran-

son said “We are deter-
mined to find out what 
went wrong.” 

Though the crash is 
a setback, Branson has 
made it clear he is deter-
mined to continue with 
his Virgin Galactic proj-
ect after discovering what 
went wrong. Howev-
er, this disaster invariably 
raises the question; should 
space flight be an amenity 
that can simply be bought 
and sold? Or should space 
remain an untouchable 
realm meant only for 
those willing to give any-
thing to touch the stars?     

Republicans Gain Control of the United States Senate
By Jarod Skvicalo

 Every two years, the end of October and beginning of No-
vember become an especially tense and controversial time amongst 
those enthralled with the intertwined maze of federal politics. It be-
comes a time for those who are divided to reach out and make an at-
tempt at the persuasion of others. But no matter your political views, 
election time is one that no one can miss, and one that has immedi-
ate ramifications for the entire political system. On Nov. 4, 34 states 
held elections for House and Senate positions, with the results skew-
ing drastically toward the right wing. Of the 34 states in total that 
held elections, 21 sent a Republican to represent them in our nation’s 
Senate. The results were much the same for the House of Repre-
sentatives election, again with a vast majority of states electing Re-
publicans to represent them in the House of Representatives. South 
Dakota was among the states to send a Republican to both the Sen-
ate and the House, sending Republican Mike Rounds to the Sen-

ate and 17 Republicans to the House of Representatives. The Sen-
ate election was of particular controversy in South Dakota, as Mike 
Rounds was elected to the Senate with 50.4% of votes, even af-
ter his involvement in the EB-5 scandal broke. For those who don’t 
know, EB-5 was a federal program that granted visas to immigrants 
in exchange for investments in American industries. Rounds de-
nied all knowledge and involvement in the scandal but, neverthe-
less, received some less than flattering attention from political me-
dia. However, voters found a way to move past Rounds’ supposed 
involvement in the EB-5 scandal, as he beat out his opponents Rick 
Weiland, Larry Pressler and Gordon Howie by a landslide, with his 
closest opponent, Weiland, receiving only 29.5% of the votes. Of 
course, every candidate promises to bring real change to Washing-
ton, but can Rounds really achieve true political triumph on behalf 
of South Dakota? Only time will tell. 
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A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol
By Stacey Anderson

On Nov. 23-24, the Lead-Deadwood High School Vocal and 
Drama Department hosted a 1940s Radio Christmas Carol. To bring 
us into the upcoming winter, the play warmed the ears of the au-
dience. 

The cast and the boutonnieres consisted of eleven members. 
There were many things that stood out, including the accents, fa-
cial expressions, and of course, the vocal cords. The play showed 
how a Christmas Carol would have been aired on the radio in the 
1940s, when there was no television sets.

The stage was set up perfectly, just as if we were watching a 
radio broadcasting. The props used during the play consisted of 
three boxes that lit up with phrases like “On Air”, “Laugh”, and 
“Applause.” A table in the middle of the stage held two cast mem-
bers, Danielle Brown and Kaeler Quenzer, who would bring the 
sound effects. 

Carsten Mertens, played the humbug grouch, Ebenezer Scrooge, 
very well. Nathan Finster, who played the narrator in the play, was 
able to give on-point facial expressions with every word that came 
out of his mouth! Clacy Percy and Kaylee McCullock each had their 
own solos, in which they were outstanding! 

The many songs performed included Silent Night, Deck the 
Halls, Joy to the World, and We Wish You a Merry Christmas. Be-
fore the end of the play, the choir group came on stage and also 
had a few songs to share. 

With the amount of people that participated in the play and 
all the hard work that was spent memorizing every line, it seemed 
as if it had a great turnout. Ms. Fosheim put her best foot forward 
when directing this play.  

Nathan Finster drinks “minty fresh coffee” while 
Rachel Eggers and Danielle Brown watch.

The cast members wave their last goodbye.

Mikayla St. Pierre, Kaylee McCullock, and Clacy 
Percy sing along with the cast members. 
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Keeley Wainman and Kaeler 
Quenzer talking briefly.

Carsten Mertens playing Eb-
enezer Scrooge. 

Kaylee McCullock singing 
her solo.

Clacy Percy sings one of 
her two solos. 

The Lead-Deadwood High School Vocal and Drama Department stand tall as the play comes to an end.
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REGION 8A CHAMPS

The 2014 regular vol-
leyball season has come to 
an end. With the team going 
21-6, they advanced to the 
state tournament. 

Some of the highlights 
this season were defeat-
ing St. Thomas More and 
Belle Fourche twice. The 
team hoped to carry over 
the intensity to the upcom-
ing games in districts. Four 
of the team’s six games that 
were lost were in tourna-
ment play. Losing to Red 
Cloud, Custer, St. Thom-

as More and Belle Fourche. 
Not in tournament play, they 
lost to St. Thomas More on 
Sept. 4 and a tough Spear-
fish team on Oct. 27. 

The team battled with 
Belle Fourche to be the top 
seed in the 8A region. Just 
.04 points away from top 
seed, the team was seeded 
second going into their play-
off game against school ri-
val, St. Thomas More. 

The team had a lot of 
confidence and they knew 
that when they played St. 

Thomas More it was going 
to be a good game. Since 
the Spearfish game, they had 
eight days to prepare for this 
big district game. They end-
ed up winning, so they went 
on to play Belle Fourche. 
Belle Fourche is another one 
of the team’s rivals, but with 
the Diggers’ drive to win, it 
resulted in a victory. 

The region 8A volley-
ball tournament took place 
in Watertown on Nov. 20-
22, where the team placed 
sixth.

RISE UP
By Ashley Sandidge
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Honor Those Who Carry the Red, White, and Blue into Battle
By Jarod Skvicalo

The Speech and Debate Team Takes Gold
By Amiracle Brungardt

 Throughout the his-
tory of this nation, count-
less men and women have 
sacrificed their blood, their 
sweat, and often their lives 
in defense of our freedoms. 
The unalienable and self-
evident truths that bind us 
as a nation have been up-
held throughout our histo-
ry by those brave enough 
to carry our flag into bat-
tle. When their sacrifice 
is called to our immedi-
ate attention, such as it is 
on Veteran’s Day, we feel 
eternally grateful to each 

and every man and woman 
who has carried arms for 
our country. 

However, is one day 
a year of our undivid-
ed attention and grati-
tude enough to truly honor 
these brave soldiers? Is one 
day a year enough to bring 
closure to the memory of 
all those who have fall-
en in defense of our great 
nation? Is one day a year 
enough to thank all those 
who have risked their lives 
ensuring ours can continue 
uninterrupted? Truthfully, 

no amount of recognition 
can truly appease the debt 
we owe to those who de-
fend our country. All those 
who have awaken every 
morning in a hostile land 
and fought to guarantee the 
continuation of our funda-
mental rights cannot be 
properly appreciated with 
a special day or medals 
pinned upon their chest. 
This is why it is so press-
ingly important to hon-
or those who have served 
on the one day that they 
do rightfully receive. Our 

veterans, from those who 
served on the frontlines to 
those in the reserves, de-
serve a nationwide thank 
you for the brave and hon-
est sacrifices that they have 
chosen to make. 

Though it is often dif-
ficult, we must remember 
to hold our veterans in our 
thoughts no matter where 
life happens to take us, for 
without each and every 
person who has fought and 
died for us, we would not 
be afforded the opportunity 
to call ourselves free. 

The speech and debate team are 
having a wonderfully successful sea-
son this year. The members of the 
team include Nathan Finster, Mara Ja-
cobs, Anny Wisdom, Katie Tieman, 
Taylor Staler, Courtney Sprague, Sele-
na Mascarenas, and Lauren Groeger.

At the Little Wound meet the team 
took first place for the team trophy, 
which is the third year in a row that 
they have gotten this award. The events 
include Reader’s Theatre, Storytelling, 
Duet, Poetry, Humor, Serious Read-
ing, Non-Original Oratory, and Dual 
Interp. At the Little Wound meet, the 
Reader’s Theatre piece Gone Missing 
placed second and Rapunzel uncut re-
ceived 3rd. In storytelling, Nathan got 
5th while Mara got 2nd. In the duet di-
vision, Anny and Katie got 4th place 
and Nathan and Taylor received 3rd.  
In poetry, Courtney placed 3rd, while 
Selena got 2nd. In the humor division 
Taylor got 4th place while Nathan got 
3rd, and Anny received 2nd. For seri-
ous reading, Selena got 2nd, and Lau-
ren placed 1st. In Non-Original Orato-
ry, Lauren placed 4th. At the Penguin 
Invite at Rapid City Stevens, Anny and 
Katie got 2nd place in Novice dual in-
terp. Selena got 2nd and Lauren got 3rd 

in varsity serious reading, Lillie Nie-
meyer got 2nd in Novice poetry. Sele-
na received 2nd, and Courtney got 3rd 
in varsity poetry. In Reader’s Theatre, 
both the novice and the varsity got 1st 
place. Lauren got 2nd place in varsity 
Non-Original Oratory and in the nov-
ice humor division, Jachin Ruth got 1st, 
Zoe Keehn got 2nd, and Kyra Mack got 
3rd. At the STM invite, Taylor got 3rd, 
Lauren got 2nd, and Selena got 1st in 
varsity serious reading. Addyson Kim-
ball got 3rd, and Mara got 2nd in Novice 
storytelling. Addyson Kimball placed 
1st in Novice poetry, while Courtney 
got 2nd and Selena got 1st in the varsity 
division. Zoe Keehn got 3rd, Anny got 
2nd in novice humor, while Nathan got 
2nd, and Taylor got 1st in varsity humor. 
Lauren Groeger placed 3rd  in Varsity 
Non-Original Oratory. Katie and Anny 
got 1st place in Novice Duet. For Read-
ers Theatre, Gone Missing got 1st while 
Rapunzel Uncut got 3rd. 

As the team keeps getting awards 
and pushing through the year, they 
work hard at practice to make sure 
they are the best that they can be. Ev-
eryone should try to make it out to 
support our amazing Speech and De-
bate team!

Lauren Groeger performs her piece.

Nathan Finster shows off his medal 
after a meet this month.
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Driving safely 
gets ten times harder 
in the winter. Since 
the cold weather is 
rolling in and win-
ter is about to start, 
safe driving is an im-
portant thing to talk 
about. 

With ice cover-
ing over the roads 
and freezing over 
our cars, it would be 
a smart idea to start 

your car for a little 
bit before you leave. 
Also when driving, 
if you think it’s icy, 
you should make 
sure your vehicle is 
in four wheel drive. 
This will prevent 
sliding on the roads 
and causing a dan-
gerous wreck. Some 
people may not have 
four wheel drive. If 
you are one of these 

people, you should 
invest into some 
studded winter tires 
to put onto your car. 
Both studded tires 
and four wheel drive 
are good things to 
have. While driving, 
have your eyes on 
the road at all times. 
You should do this in 
general, but it is very 
important to look for 
icy spots.  

Make sure you 
leave yourself more 
time to get to school 
if the weather isn’t 
the best. You don’t 
want to be speed-
ing or maybe even 
going the regular 
speed limit. During 
the winter, you may 
need to drive slower 
than the actual speed 
limit. If you aren’t 
comfortable driving 

then you shouldn’t 
continue doing so, 
and you should turn 
and go back if you 
feel like it is no lon-
ger safe. You can 
also ride with some-
one else who is more 
comfortable driving. 

Driving safely is 
very important and 
you should try your 
hardest to make sure 
you are doing so.

LDHS prepares kids for life changing mo-
ments. Laurie Rogers and Stephanie Gallagh-
er taught a class to all of the juniors over how 
to operate CPR/Heimlich Maneuver in case 
someone started choking. 

Laurie Rogers is the Lead-Deadwood 
Nurse and she has been certified to teach CPR 
classes for about 6 years. Stephanie Gallagh-
er is the athletic trainer. Both of these wom-
en are used to having to deal with injured 
students. 

CPR stands for Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation. It can save a life from things like 
choking, drowning, and heart problems.  

CPR is something that everyone should 
have to learn because you never know when 
something is going to go wrong. There are 
many benefits to learning CPR. 

“Having CPR skills could make a person 
a lot more comfortable and helpful in a really 
tough life or death situation.  This CPR train-
ing can be a lifelong skill and will benefit the 
students well beyond their high school years,” 
says Laurie Rogers. You never know when 
you might need it, and there is no way of 
knowing when something is going to happen. 

I suggest you try to get in one of the CPR 
classes provided by Laurie and Stephanie. 
Who knows? You might end up saving a life 
one day. 

Grace Jacobs and Melinda Grass in the first day of the CPR class with 
their mannequin.

Tips on Safe Driving for a Uneventful Winter
By Stephanie Stagner

CPR Can Save A Life 
By Alex Cottrill
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The National Honor Society held a bake 
sale during parent teacher conferences on Nov. 
6. Donations were taken for bake sale items at 
the elementary, middle, and high school con-
ferences.

Junior and senior NHS members helped run  
the bake sale. All of the baked goods being sold 
were made by NHS members. The delicious 
items included cupcakes, cookies, and brown-
ies, among other things.

Ms. Betty Fink is the new adviser for NHS. 
She is making a big difference in how she is 
organizing NHS. Another activity involving 
the whole school. Was the Halloween cos-
tume contests where the people who entered 
got candy bars.

Joining NHS gives students the opportuni-
ty to give of themselves while helping others.

NHS Hosts Bake Sale
By Shanda Madsen

You think the teachers are bad? Well some students can 
be just as bad as, or even worse than, the teachers. Some re-
lationships between students and teachers are very good and 
they show respect to one another. Other relationships are 
not so good, and one of them ends up in trouble; usually the 
student. The Association of Teachers and Lectures conduct-
ed a survey to see how many teachers suffered from men-
tal health problems after dealing with bad relationships be-
tween them and their students. It turns out that a quarter of 
the teachers who took the survey do. This survey also shows 
that disruption and aggression in students are rising and it is 
becoming harder to teach them. In fact, about 55% of teach-
ers say that the students’ behavior has gotten worse over the 
past five years, and 76% say that the students are becoming 
more aggressive at an earlier age. As teachers, it is their job 
to teach the class with the confidence that they need in or-
der to be able to answer questions that the students might 
have. Yet 40% of teachers say that they are suffering a lack of 
confidence after dealing with certain students. What is really 
alarming is that the parents of these students are also getting 
more aggressive, and blaming the teacher. The teachers are 
saying that some parents will yell at staff in front of the chil-
dren! Now, around this small school it doesn’t really happen 
that much, but when it does it could possibly be hurting our 
teachers in the same way. So before you use the term “bad 
teacher,” think to yourself: “Am I a good student?”

Am I a Good Student?
By Amiracle Brungardt

Students Caleb Percy, Colt Bradley and Christian Casias 
demonstrate aggressive behavior getting out of control.

NHS members Courtney Gould, Stacey Anderson, Tommy Sperlin, 
Joey Fox and Wade Shoop during the bake sale.
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Halloween, a holiday consisting of goblins, ghosts, and 
ghouls, is a great way for kids to express themselves with 
different kinds of costumes. Some may be funny and some 
may be scary, but it’s guaranteed to get the heart bumpin’! 

National Honor’s Society had a great turnout for their 
costume contest. Each winner won fifteen dollars, so it was 
well worth the fun! Jarod Skvicalo and Grace Jacobs won 
the couples category as Jack Skellington and Sally off of The 
Nightmare before Christmas. Patrick Mahaffy won funniest 
costume dressed as Pacman. Jachin Ruth won scariest cos-
tume as a “monster within a suit.” Melinda Grass won best 
individual as a broken doll and lastly, Tommy Sperlin came 
in top with most original, dressed as “50 Shades of Gray,” 
for which he used fifty gray paint samples. 

Even though everyone did not win in the contest, ev-

eryone who participated was awarded a candy bar of their 
choice.

Along with the costume contest held by National Hon-
or’s Society, Student Council members also had their own 
contest, but with pumpkins. They had a contest to decide 
which painted pumpkin was the best. A minion from Despi-
cable Me, Mike Wazowski off of Monster’s Inc, a pumpkin 
based on El Dia de los Muertos, a pumpkin that read “Hap-
py Halloween,” the red and blue birds from Angry Birds, a 
green M&M, and Stitch off of the television series Lilo and 
Stitch made up the entries. All were great ideas that showed 
each individual’s creativity.

Altogether, the Lead-Deadwood High School had a suc-
cessful Halloween. Another one in the books for October 
2014. 

LDHS Halloween Wrap Up
By Stacey Anderson

Members of the Student Council show off their pumpkins.  From L-R: Taylor Beagle, 
Maddie Andersen, Megan Erickson, Stacey Anderson, Ashley Sales, Clacy Percy, and 
Tommy Sperlin.

Mrs. Kathy Eide, dressed 
as a Christmas tree car 
freshener, poses with Mrs. 
Susan Mollman.

The winners of the costume contest above from L-R: Melinda 
Grass, Patrick Mahaffy, Jared Skvicalo, Grace Jacobs, Tommy Sper-
lin, and Jachin Ruth.  Grass won best individual dressed as a broken 
doll, Mahaffey won funniest as PacMan, Skvicalo and Jacobs won 
the couples category as Jack Skellington and Sally, Tommy Sperlin 
won most original as 50 Shades of Gray, and Ruth won the scariest 
costume dressed as a scarecrow.  

Above left: Sydnee Hamann decided to dress as 
a cranky old lady not so patiently waiting for 
death.  Above right: Paige Barthel and Cara-
line LaForest who entered the couples catego-
ry party on in the lunch room as Wayne and 
Garth from the popular movie Wayne’s World.
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Wrestling is Back at the Mat
By Alex Cottrill

The second year of Lead-Deadwood wrestling is here and ready to take 
off, and this year they have a new coach; Coach Beau Voegeli. Wrestling 
has always been part of his life. He started to wrestle when he was 4 years 
old and, in high school he did Varsity for 6 years and was both a state run-
ner-up and a state Champion. He went to Northern State University, where 
he wrestled for 3 ½ years and, this past year, he was the team’s captain.  
 There are many kids participating in wrestling this year. One that has caught 
the coach’s eye by all his hard work and the way he pushes himself is Dillon 
Johnson. Dillon is a freshman this year and he is very happy with his team. 
“The team is looking great and I think we have a lot of potential and have a 
great chance to get a lot of kids to state this year,” says Dillon Johnson.  Ev-
eryone is happy with the growth of the team and it helps having someone that 
has done so well in wrestling to coach them. “We are growing so much every-
day and our skills are growing more and more everyday,” says Dillon John-
son. Their first wrestling tournament took place in Custer. Dillon Johnson was 
able to place first in the tournament after winning all of his matches! Bailey 
Norton, junior, was able to place 3rd. The Diggers have started off the season 
great, so go travel and watch a match to see them make their way to the top!

Christopher Thomas works 
to pin his opponent
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 As a society, when we hear the word segregation, our minds tend to flash back 
to grainy black and white photos of people marching through the streets, holding hands, 
and gathering to hear about one man’s dream that, one day, all people will be judged by 
the content of their character and not the color of their skin. However, segregation may 
be making a resurgence in an unexpected locale; the classroom. Now, this is not segre-
gation as we generally think of it. Rather, this is the segregation of the sexes, the separa-
tion of boys and girls in the classroom in an attempt to capitalize on the differences be-
tween how the two genders learn. This trend has been especially popular, and seemingly 
effective, among schools in Broward County, Florida. One school in particular, Charles 
Drew Elementary School, outside Ft. Lauderdale, has seen its state rating rise from a D to 
a C since introducing single sex classes. Schools in several other areas of the nation have 
seen similar results, and single sex classrooms have now spread nationwide into cities 
such as Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York. In fact, according to the Federal Educa-
tion Department, around 750 public schools offer same sex classes, and around 850 pub-
lic schools serve one sex exclusively. However, this may all be wishful thinking as there 
may be too little evidence of learning differences based on gender to support separating 
classes based on sex. In fact, according to Rebecca Bigler, a psychologist at the Univer-
sity of Texas, gender separation may even increase stereotype based prejudices. More-
over, the American Civil Liberties Union not only feels that gender separation has little 
effect on learning, but it also violates the civil rights of the children and subjects them to 
“overly broad stereotypes.” While there is undoubtedly room to experiment with vari-
ous aspects of the American classroom, is social segregation an area worth experiment-
ing in? Or will it simply do more harm than good? For Charles Drew Elementary School, 
separation of the sexes seems to be affording students the opportunity to learn in a new 
way, and seems to be yielding positive results. Time will tell if this holds true for the rest 
of the nation.  

Segregation; New Tool or Rediscovered Mistake? 
By Jarod Skvicalo

December Kiwana’s Students 
of the Month

Grace Campbell 

Brigham Williams 

Positive ID Made on 43 Missing Students
By Kristina Sneath

  On Sept. 26, tragedy struck in Mexico. It started as a harmless protest 
against a reform that would raise fees for Mexican students that led to confron-
tation with law enforcement. That evening, a bus of students was ambushed, 
leaving the numbers as 6 dead and 43 missing. Mass graves were found in re-
mote areas however, forensic science was able to prove that the bodies were 
not those of the missing students. Riots began to breakout as rumors circled that 
police were involved in the kidnapping. Months went by and there were still 
no answers. Then, on Nov. 11, three gang members came forth with a confes-
sion. They claimed police brought the students to them at a rubbish dump. Some 
were already asphyxiated and others were shot. They then burned the bodies 
in a fire that lasted a little over a day, put the remains in bags and threw them 
in the river. Parents of the students still believe their children may be out there 
alive and won’t rest until further research is done. However, bags near where 
the gang members had said they left them and positively ID Alexander Mora 
Venacio. The 19 year old student was the youngest of eight, and his family said 
he had a dream of becoming a physical education teacher; truly a wild, ambi-
tious goal for a kid from a tiny agricultural community. This positive identifica-
tion confirms the story that the gang members told authorities. Many Mexican 
citizens now question if they can truly trust those who swore to protect them. 
The president’s rating has dropped to an all-time low since his election in 2012. 
In response, he has submitted a package of reforms to Congress that include re-
placing all 1,800 municipal police forces with state-level units. Hopefully know-
ing the truth can bring peace to the friends, families, and communities forever 
scarred by this event. 
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Nov. 22 Tamir Rice a 12 year 
old boy, was shot in a park by a lo-
cal Cleveland police officer. Rice was 
carrying a toy airsoft gun with the or-
ange cap, to signal it was toy, miss-
ing.  Authorities received a 911 call, 
which said that a kid was pointing a 
gun at people in the park. Officer Tim-
othy Loehmann immediately respond-
ed to the scene. The officer reported-
ly thought that Tamir was much older 
than 12. He reported that the boy was 
in a group. Loehmann said that Rice 
had the gun tucked into his waistband 
and allegedly reached for it when he 
was told to put his hands up. Offi-
cer Loehmann responded by firing at 

Rice.  Footage of the event, howev-
er, shows Tamir Rice sitting by him-
self and Loehmann firing only seconds 
after the cruiser stopped. Tamir Rice 
was pronounced dead the next day. 
There are also reports claiming the of-
ficers tackled and arrested his 14 year 
old sister, and threatened to arrest his 
mother as well. However, police made 
no comment on this allegation. Tim-
othy Loehmann joined the force after 
he resigned from his prior job, when a 
report found him unfit for duty. Tim-
othy began his career with Cleveland 
PD. in March. He worked six months 
at a small suburban police department 
until he was forced to resign due to 

being found unfit for duty, partly be-
cause he was unable to properly han-
dle his firearm. This report was filed 
after he had an emotional breakdown 
during a training session at a fire range. 
He was described as “weepy and dis-
tracted” on an internal memo filed by 
deputy chief Jim Polak of the Indepen-
dence, Ohio police department. The 
report concluded with a recommenda-
tion that Loehmann be released from 
the Independence, Ohio police depart-
ment. Less than a week later on Dec. 
12, 2012 he resigned. The Cleveland 
police department has not made any 
comments or had any response to this 
series of unfortunate events. 

On the night of Dec. 8, the hall-
ways of the school were filled with the 
sounds of the band playing in the audi-
torium. Before the concert, Mr. Dragoo 
showed a video on how the brain re-
acts to playing and listening to music, 
which helped some people understand 
the “magic” of music. After the video, 
the concert began with the Mile High 
Jazz Band starting off the concert. They 
played Festive to open their part, then 
continued with Wayfaring Strang-
er, following short after was the song 
Rock the Halls, which is traditional for 

the Mile High Jazz to play.  Next to 
play was the 6th grade band, playing 
Thunder Rock, Creepy Crawlers, Re-
naissance Fair, and Christmas Melody, 
which was a mixture of Jingle Bells and 
Jolly Old St. Nick. Afterwards, the 7th 
and 8th grade band played. They be-
gan with Trestle of Terror, Haunted 
Clocks, Shadows Unleashed, Coven-
try Carol, and then they finished with 
their final song, Santa at the Sympho-
ny.  Finally, the LDHS Symphonic 
Band came up to the stage and intro-
duced themselves with the song Ram-

page, they then moved on to March of 
the Dwarves. Afterwards, they played 
The Nightmare before Christmas, 
which also had a middle school stu-
dent participating on the piano. Next, 
they played a song called Holiday 
Mash-Up, which was a mash up of fa-
vorite Christmas songs. They finished 
the concert with Reindeer Gallop. The 
concert was a success, and this year 
people left feeling a little more joyful. 
We can always count on the band to 
give us a little bit more cheer during 
the holiday season!

The hallways were once again 
filled with music from the auditorium, 
but this time, it was the choir’s turn 
to shine. Mr. Peterson was conducting 
and Ruth Groeneveld was on the piano, 
making the songs a little more cheerful. 
To kick things off, the LDMS and the 
LDHS Choir combined and sung There 
is Peace. Afterwards, the LDHS Choir 
left the stage and let the LDMS Choir 
do their portion of the concert, start-
ing with Ding Dong Merrily on High. 

Then they sung Follow, which was 
soon followed by Hine Ma Tov. After 
these songs the choir sung The Sound 
of Silence, and Finished their portion 
of the concert with An All-American 
Christmas. The Boutonnieres from The 
1940s’ Radio Show did a re-cap for the 
people that might not have been able 
to make it to the play. It was now time 
for the LDHS Choir to take a stand and 
they started with the song Dah Naa Se, 
and Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and 

Burnin’ was shortly after. They contin-
ued with Lord of the Small, Joy to the 
World, Sing We Know of Christmas, 
and finished the concert with Deck the 
Halls. Along with the band concert, 
the choir concert also left many peo-
ple feeling more in the holiday spirit. 
It just shows that being in the musical 
department can help people relax and 
remember that Christmas really is the 
most wonderful time of the year! 

By Amiracle Brungardt
Choir Presents: There is Peace During Winter Concert

Band Takes Concert from Frightful to Festive

Tamir Rice Loses Life Because of Overzealous Police Officer
By Kristina Sneath

By Amiracle Brungardt
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The girls’ basketball team traveled to 
Douglas on Dec. 12 to play the Patriots.  They 
played well and won 51-34. 

 The team then hosted a game at home on 
Dec. 13 against the Harding County Ranchers.  
Once again, they played incredibly and won 
49-21.  They only allowed Harding County 
12 points in the first half and 9 in the second.  

The team then played at home against 
Newell on Dec. 16., when they beat the Irri-
gators 46-26.

The girls got to the free throw line against 
Douglas 24 times and made 21 of those free 
throws.  They only beat Douglas by 17, which 
shows how important their free throws are to 
winning the games.   The free throw percent-
age has already improved immensely from 
previous years just in the past two games.  

Coach Wevik wants the girls to have a 
better defensive team than what it was last 
year, and the girls are already showing im-
provement in that area.  Wevik stated, “Their 
free throw stats and their defense are much 
better than before. The girls are already play-
ing more aggressively on both defense and of-
fense than what I’ve seen in the film from the 
previous years.  They’re also much better at 
taking their time to make their free throws, 
which win the game.”  

The high school is hosting another home 
game against Newell on Tuesday, Dec. 16.  
The team will then be competing in the State-
line Shootout Dec. 19-20.  They will be trav-
eling to Belle Fourche to play Sundance and 
Newcastle.  The girls hope to keep winning 
games as they get further into the season.  

Girls’ Basketball Kicks off Season with Three Wins
By Courtney Gould

Jade Derby brings the ball 
up the floor after Miranda 
Gallagher gets the tip.

Stacey Anderson looks to pass the ball 
early into the first quarter.

Hanah Cerkoney looks in to pass it to 
a post during a Digger possession.

Miranda Gallagher shoots a three as 
the shot clock winds down.

Left: Maddie Larsen 
gets a rebound and 
tries to put it back up 
to score.

Right: Hannah Rog-
ers catches a pass 
halfway in to the first 
quarter.
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Mr. Jonathan Lane is the new 
head basketball coach for the Gold-
diggers. The boys team has been 
busy learning a new coaching style 
and they are hopeful that their sea-
son will end well. 

Three of the seniors, Jett Rog-
ers, Aidan Laurenti, and Jackson 
Percy, all agreed that they were 
looking forward to playing their 
senior year with their new coach. 
When asked what expectations they 
had of the upcoming season, Rog-
ers said, “Our expectations for this 
season are to have a winning sea-
son and to make it to state, beating 
STM on the way there. We want to 
fulfill these expectations mainly be-
cause of how much work and time 
we’ve put in as a team, and indi-
vidually as well. We know the road 

to state won’t be an easy one, but 
in the end it will be worth all the 
hard work and dedication we have 
all put in.”

 The seniors said the new coach 
and his style were an adjustment for 
all of them. “We went from coach-
es that have been laid back and re-
laxed to a coach that pushes us to 
do our absolute best, both academ-
ically and athletically,” said Rogers.  

The season didn’t start as hoped. 
The Digger boys’ first game was Fri-
day, Dec. 12 against Douglas, where 
they lost 37-63. The second game 
Saturday, Dec. 13 wasn’t the kick 
start hoped for either with a score of 
40-55 against Harding County. The 
Diggers suited up at home Tuesday, 
Dec. 16 against Newell., winning 
their first game 64-42.

Diggers Rebound from Rough Start To a Win
By Stephanie Stagner

Mile High Madness Succeeds In Raising Money 
By Stephanie Stagner

 On Dec. 6, Mile High Mad-
ness occurred here in the Lead-
Deadwood High School. Mile High 
Madness is a scrimmage for the 
girls’ and boys’ basketball teams, 
where anyone is welcome to come 
and watch. It’s a preview of what 
the season may look like and it’s 
all for fun. Also, it’s a fund rais-
er for both of the basketball pro-
grams. 

The girls started the scrim-
mage at 6:00 PM and the boys fol-
lowed right after. There are about 
14 players going out for girls’ bas-
ketball and there are about 17 guys 
going out for their team. 

Saturday night at six, the girls 
kicked off the madness with three, 
eight minute quarters. Coach 
Wevik mixed up the teams every 
quarter. As soon as the girls were 
done playing, the boys’ basketball 
team took to the court. 

Max Percy was drawn to par-
ticipate in a shooting contest. 

He needed to make a block shot 
to move onto a free throw shot. 
Then, once he made that, he need-
ed to make a three point shot and 
finally, if he made that, he would 
have to try and make a half-court 
shot. Percy had to do this all in 
just 30 seconds. He ended up mak-
ing every shot! Even the half court 
one! When he made the shots he 
received a few prizes. The biggest 
prize of them all, though, was the 
hundred dollars he won for making 
the half-court shot. Everyone who 
saw it all agreed that it was a pret-
ty cool thing to see! 

Hopefully there will be anoth-
er Mile High Madness event for 
next year as well. It was a very 
fun experience for everyone who 
was there and participating in the 
event. 

Both teams are looking good 
and they both looked prepared for 
their first game, which was held at 
Douglas on Dec. 12. 

Jackson Percy dribbles the ball down the 
court.

Jett Rogers passes the ball.
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Lead -Deadwood Pr ies t  D ies  in  P lane  Crash
By Ashley Sandidge

Recently, there was a plane 
crash in the Black Hills that resulted 
in a death. Father Peter Kovarik, a 
50-year-old Catholic priest, and pi-
lot, died Friday doing what he loved. 

Kovarik’s plane took off short-
ly after 11 a.m. He departed from the 
Spearfish Airport for a normal flight 
around the hills, and that was the 
last anyone had seen him. His disap-
pearance was noticed on Saturday, 
when he didn’t show up for mass 
at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. He 
was reported missing at 4 p.m. 

The next day, his plane was dis-
covered by members of the Wyo-
ming Civil Air Patrol. He was the 

only occupant in the single-engine 
airplane that he owned himself. Due 
to bad weather conditions Saturday 
evening, members of the South Da-
kota Civil Air Patrol didn’t send and 
immediate search. 

A ground team deployed ear-
ly Sunday morning in the Colony, 
Wyoming areas, as a cell phone ping 
indicated that the plane was in that 
vicinity on Friday. At approximately 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, two Civil Air Pa-
trol planes from South Dakota, and 
another from Wyoming, launched 
and joined the ground search. 

The planes were equipped with 
sensors that were able to locate ra-

dio signals from emergency beacons 
in aircrafts. They finally located the 
crash site north of Alzada at 11 a.m. 
They found the plane in a very steep 
and rugged terrain about 30 miles 
from Alzada and  Peter Kovarik was 
found dead. 

Kovarik was an experienced pi-
lot who had been flying for quite a 
few years, and he has owned sev-
eral planes throughout his lifetime. 
People said that Father Pete had a 
passion for life, flying, and for the 
priesthood. Everything that he did 
came from a passionate heart. 

Eric Garner died on July 17, 
2014 in a neighborhood of Staten 
Island, New York. He died after a 
police officer put him in choke hold 
for about 10 seconds, even though 
the choke hold was banned by the 
New York Police Department. Eric 
Garner was known by the police 
for selling cigarettes on the streets. 
So, when the police saw him, they 
began asking him if he had any of 
them on him. A passerby took out 
their phone and began filming the 

altercation. In the video, Eric Gar-
ner can he heard saying, “Will you 
please just leave me alone. I don’t 
have anything on me! Please, just 
leave me in peace!”

An officer is seen jumping 
up and starting to choke Garner. 
While he was being choked, Gar-
ner kept saying that he couldn’t 
breathe, but the officer continued 
choking him. 

Eric Garner’s widow denies 
that race was not involved. She 

says that her husband was mur-
dered unjustly, however, the grand 
jury did not indict NYPD offi-
cer, Daniel Pantaleo. After news 
got out about the lack of an in-
dictment, protesters marched from 
Washington Square Park for a die-
in at Union Square.  

It is clear that people need to 
stop looking at the color of other’s 
skin and start looking at what it is 
that they are doing. 

New York Police Officer Not Indicted in Garner Murder
By Shanda Madsen

Modi Beats Ferguson Protesters in “Person of the Year” Reader’s Pole
By Courtney Gould 

Narendra Modi, India’s cur-
rent prime minister, recently won 
TIME Magazine’s reader’s poll for 
the “Person of the Year” award.  
Modi beat out the Ferguson protest-
ers who were leading the poll for 
a short period of time.  Of the al-
most 5 million votes that were cast, 
Modi received over 16%, while the  
Ferguson protesters had only 9% of 
the votes.  This has become con-
troversial because Modi is alleged-
ly responsible for committing mass 
murders of Muslims in India.  Previ-
ously, Modi served as the Chief Min-

ister of Gujarat state.  He was the 
Chief Minister during the 2002 Gu-
jarat riots.  At these riots, there were 
mass killings of the Muslim popula-
tion.  These riots went on for three 
months, and more than 10,000 
people were injured while 223 were 
reported missing.  790 Muslims and 
254 Hindus were killed.  Hundreds 
of thousands of women were raped.  
Modi is held ‘ultimately responsi-
ble’ for the Muslim massacres that 
occurred.  He has also been accused 
of poorly treating India’s Muslims 
and other minorities of the coun-

try.  Even with being on the list of 
the top 50 contenders and winning 
the reader’s poll, Modi did not make 
it to one of the eight top finalists 
for TIME Magazine’s person of the 
year.  The final choice of the person 
of the year is ultimately made by 
the editors.  The readers get a say 
in trying to sway the editors’ choic-
es in these polls, but they don’t get 
to pick.  There are no explanations 
given, or expected, about the ti-
tle choice or decisions from TIME 
Magazine or any of its editors.  
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 AT&T jumps into teens mobile conversations as an ef-
fort to stop texting while driving.  It’s a new campaign called “it 
can wait”. AT&T is asking drivers to join the 5 million partici-
pants who have already taken the pledge to stop texting while 
driving and now also text #X to pause a conversation before 
getting behind the wheel. With the help of celebrities such as 
Demi Lovato and Tim McGraw, the #X message is spreading 
quickly. The idea of the hashtag is that teens (or anyone for 
that matter) text or tweet a message ending with #X as an in-
dicator that they are now driving and not accepting texts. This 
helps them not get distracted by the ding of their phone, be-
cause hopefully the receiver that sees this doesn’t text back. 
There is other apps that you can download onto your phone 
also to help texting and driving. The #X is just a simpler way 
to prevent it from happening. With 100,000 texting related 
car accidents each year according to the National Safety Coun-
cil, I think any effort helps. Because if it prevents even one ac-
cident from happening–and that car is carrying someone you 
love in it–then that’s plenty.

AT&T Helps to Prevent Texting While Driving
By Stephanie Stagner

Is buying security for a computer really the safest thing 
to do? Not usually. One anonymous expert explains, “Think 
about it. A company wants to make money. Yes, they will se-
cure the computer for the time being, but what happens when 
it expires? They push in a virus they know that will get by 
the security and only that specific company can take it off if 
the customer buys another year’s worth.” One thing that most 
people do not know about is a program called Windows De-
fender. This program is available for free download and is 
produced by Microsoft. It can perform full, quick, and custom 
scans of the computer to check for breaches. It also has real-
time protection, which keeps the computer protected as the 
user searches the web and performs other tasks. Starting with 
Windows 8, this program is included in the Windows soft-
ware. Pre Windows 8 users can download this program for 
free from the official Microsoft website. The key to prevent-
ing a computer virus is largely the user’s responsibility. Know-
ing what a user should and should not click on and download 
is crucial. If a computer user is unsure of a download and if a 
website is reliable or not, ask a computer expert beforehand. 

Another way to be a responsible computer individual is 
by using strong and secure passwords. Passwords should not 
be used more than once for different websites and logins. It is 
smart to use more than just letters in a passwords. A combi-
nation of numbers, symbols, and capital letters are easy ways 
to change it up a bit. Computer security is a big issue through-
out the country. Whether it is a work computer, school com-
puter, or your own personal computer, security is essential to 
having a longer lasting, better performing computer. 

What to Watch for in Computer Security
By Stacey Anderson

 In our consumer driven society, the holidays are 
a particularly hectic time. Starting with Black Friday and 
ending on Christmas Eve for some, it feels like an almost 
constant onslaught of advertisements, sales, and rush-
ing to catch the next great deal. In all of our haste to en-
sure our loved ones find all they could’ve wished for un-
der the tree, what do we rely on the most? The answer, 
undoubtedly, is our credit cards. We rely on our cred-
it cards wholeheartedly to simplify the gift buying pro-
cess, as they eliminate the need to carry cash. In theory, 
not having to carry cash should also make the Christmas 
shopping process much more secure, right? As of late, 
this has proven to be false. In the time since the “holi-
day season” has started, two major retailers have fallen 
victim to major credit card theft. Target, a major nation-
wide retailer, had their credit card systems breached, re-
sulting in the loss of 40 million credit and debit cards. 
Similarly, Home Depot, another nationwide retailer, had 
a staggering 56 million credit and debit cards stolen from 
their systems. One question that may be proposed dur-
ing all of this is “who is stealing these cards?” According 
to various banks and security officials, the cards and in-
formation are most certainly not being stolen by teenag-
ers looking for a thrill. Rather, the card information is be-
ing stolen by highly organized criminal syndicates, mostly 
based out of Europe, who take the stolen cards and sell 
them on the black market. Using a website that operates 
similar to eBay or Amazon, the stolen card numbers are 
put up for auction or sale for anywhere from $18 to $35. 
This may not sound like much, but out of the 40 mil-
lion cards that were stolen, these crime syndicates man-
aged to sell only 1-3 million successfully. However, these 
thieves were still able to make a staggering $53.7 million 
in profit. The scariest part? There is nothing we, as the 
consumer, can do to prevent this from happening to us. 
Not only does the problem lie within the security sys-
tems of these stores, but it may also lie within the cred-
it cards themselves. So, it seems there is nothing for us 
to do but hope that retailers around the nation will take 
note of what happened to stores like Target and do ev-
erything in their power to make sure it doesn’t happen in 
the future. 

How Safe is Your Credit Card?
By Jarod Skvicalo

Ashley Sandidge showing distraction in her 
car.
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Did you know half of the human 
body’s weight is water? Hydration is 
one of many things that keeps us liv-
ing. Many people, however, do not 
get enough water every day. People 
should consume around six to eight 
cups of water each day. Many of us 
are lucky to drink two glasses of water. 

Dehydration can be a serious is-
sue. If severe dehydration hits, people 
can die. Many people can be dehydrat-
ed, but not develop any side effects. 
Some side effects of mild dehydration 
include a dry or sticky mouth, cool 
or dry skin, headaches, and muscle 
cramps. Severe dehydration can range 

from dizziness, light-headedness, rap-
id breathing, a rapid heartbeat, confu-
sion, and  in a worst case scenario, un-
consciousness. 

One helpful tip includes eating 
salty snacks with water. Healthy salty 
snacks include pretzels, pickles, un-
buttered popcorn, and peanuts. Anoth-
er good way to intake salt is during a 
dinner meal. Put extra salt on the food, 
and a side glass of water. 

Active people need to drink an ex-
tra cup of water for every pound of 
water weight they lose during exer-
cise. If a person were to exercise for 
more than one hour at one period of 

time, sports drinks such as Gatorade 
and Powerade are helpful to restore 
electrolytes in the body. These sports 
drinks decrease low blood sugar be-
cause of the carbohydrates contained 
in each serving. 

Feeling hungry may not mean the 
body needs food. Most of the time 
when we feel hungry, we are actual-
ly thirsty. Bringing a water bottle to 
school is a great way to keep hydrat-
ed. People do not realize how much 
water they drink during classes. Wa-
ter is a great way to stay healthy and 
hydrated!

Every year after Thanksgiving, most people’s thoughts 
turn to Christmas. Maybe even earlier! The meaning of 
Christmas is thought by most to be a wonderful time, fo-
cusing on giving, being with family, music, and decorations. 
Not to mention the amount of food and maybe even sing-
ing a few Christmas carols throughout the neighborhood. 
So why do people think that Christmas is wonderful? Some 
people almost never reflect on why they believe what they 
believe or what they do. Living in a world full of customs, 
but few ever seek to understand where they come from. We 
usually accept them without question. Most people follow-
ing what the other person does. Going on, Christmas is typi-
cally the largest economic stimulus for many nations around 
the world as sales increase drastically in almost all retail ar-

eas. The United States’ retail industry generated over three 
trillion U.S. dollars during the holidays in 2013. These holi-
days reflected about 19.2% of the retail industries total sales 
that year. Not to mention the amount of employees being 
hired to make all of this happen. With this being said, just 
over 768 thousand employees were hired throughout the 
United States to compensate for the holiday rush. The shop-
ping season can start as early as September and some people 
begin even earlier. The Christmas tree is considered to be 
the main symbol of Christmas. Most of us probably figured 
it was Santa Clause! About 33 million real Christmas trees 
were purchased in the United States and cost, on average 
about $33.50 in 2012. Christmas will continue to be a signif-
icant event and key sales period for retailers and businesses. 

Oct. 11, a 10-year-old 
boy faced adult homicide 
charges in Pennsylvania. 

After coming inside from 
hanging out with his friends, 
he asked his grandmoth-
er a question and she end-
ed up yelling at him. The 
kid got angry and stole his 
90-year-old grandmother’s 
cane, pinned her on the bed, 
and began choking her and 
punching her in throat and 

stomach. He is the young-
est person in Pennsylva-
nia to ever face homicide 
charges. The family was go-
ing to take the child out of 
the jail and have him go to 
the Juvenile Center, but then 
canceled the request due to 
the fact that they don’t trust 
him in their care and the 
closest Center is 80 miles 
away.  

Many people are against 

putting a kid in a place like 
prison. “He is separated from 
the adults, but it is a place 
not fit for children,” says 
Chief Counsel of Juvenile 
Center in Philadelphia Mar-
sha Levick. He is still receiv-
ing work from his school and 
has a teacher come in every-
day to make sure that he is 
still up to date academically. 
Dec. 9, 2014, he was able to 
start having physical contact 

with his family. He is also 
seeing a therapist to control 
his anger. His mother is tak-
ing it better than many oth-
ers probably would. “He is 
doing as well as expected for 
a 10-year boy. Having to be 
away from his family must 
be very hard for him.” Just 
remember that you are nev-
er too young to be put away 
for doing something horri-
ble. 

Christmas: Tis The Season For Over-Spending
By Ashley Sandidge

Replenish the Body; Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate
By Stacey Anderson 

P re -Teen F inds  H imse l f  in  Adu l t  P r i son
By Alex Cottrill
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Snowball is an exciting evening where friends and couples can get togeth-
er and have a fun time. The cost of the dance was 5 dollars and all proceeds 
went to Children’s Miracle Network. Stacey Ross took pictures of couples and 
friends from the beginning of the dance till 10, after the snowball princesses 
were announced. The dance started at 8:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 23, and the 
crowning of the princesses was held shortly after. The girls gathered around 
as Mr. Williams announced each of the grades princesses. Everyone was su-
per excited to see who had won and anxiously waited for the big announce-
ment. The first grade crowned was the freshman and the winner was Emily 
Fox. Next came the sophomores, and Ally Specht was voted in for her grade. 
Juniors were third to find out and the winner was Jaedyn Mehlberg. Last, but 
not least, Elizabeth Belmontes was crowned as the senior princess. The girls 
had high spirits and were happy for whoever won. The princesses received a 
crown and a rose, then went out to the lobby to get some pictures taken. The 
students continued their night by dancing away to the popping music. The DJ 
of the night was Lindsey Aberly who did a wonderful job. 

A huge thanks to Mr. Linn who did an awesome job putting up decora-
tions and student council for making this event happen! Overall, the night was 
a huge success and everyone had a fun time. We will now be looking for-
ward to prom and all the fun activities that the juniors have in store for us!

Snowball
By Ashley Sales
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LDHS Welcomes Suyi Shim
By Tierney Isaak

At the beginning of second se-
mester, we got to welcome in our 
first foreign exchange student of 
the year. This year, we are being 
visited by Suyi Shim all the way 
from South Korea. 

When asked what made her 
want to be in the foreign ex-
change program, Suyi answered, 
“I want to explore the Ameri-
can culture and improve on my 
American speaking ability, while 
also making new friends.” Suyi 
says that she started speaking 
English in middle school, but is 
still learning. She wishes to learn 
US History and to improve her 
English speaking ability while 
she is here. Suyi thinks that our 
school district is way different 

than hers in South Korea. At her 
old school, they had 50 minute 
class periods which started at 
8:00 and ended at 4:30. 

Suyi plans to stay in Lead-
Deadwood for a whole year be-
fore going back to South Ko-
rea. Suyi will be staying with the 
Reynolds family for the duration 
of her stay. 

It’s always fun to have for-
eign exchange students because 
while they are learning our cul-
ture we are also getting to learn 
a little bit about their culture. 
So, let’s make Suyi’s time here 
something she will remember 
forever and join me in welcom-
ing Suyi to the Lead-Deadwood 
area.

Anderson’s Advice: Thinking about the Future
By Stacey Anderson

The month of January is a busy 
time for the whole school. As the  
first semester ends, we all quick-
ly jump into the next semester. 
For seniors, senior pictures for the 
yearbook were due, the senior pa-
per was due, and deadlines for lo-
cal scholarships are quickly ap-
proaching. 

Seniors planning on attend-
ing college in the fall also need to 
be working with their parents to 
get the FAFSA completed. If you 
still have questions about com-
pleting the FAFSA, plan to attend 
Mrs. Bender’s FAFSA Info Night 
on February 18. Seniors should re-
member that most dorm housing 
contains a down payment.  Juniors 
should be thinking about taking the 
ACT.  Bender suggests again that 
juniors should think about taking 

the ACT during April. If you have 
any questions, or want to take test 
prep classes with Bender, they will 
happen during SRB at two o’clock 
Mar. 4, 10, 18, 20, and Apr. 1. 
Mrs. Bender suggests that students 
spend time on SDMyLife to put in 
their volunteer hours. To graduate, 
all hours have to be documented in 
SDMyLife. 

Juniors should really think 
about the Dual Credit program. It 
is an easy way to pay less for col-
lege credits and get a head start. If 
students are not planning on col-
lege, they should be thinking about 
internships and career prep to gain 
some real world job experiences. 

If college sports are crossing 
the mind, athletes need to be reg-
istered with the NCAA clearing 
house. 

January Kiwanis Students 
of the Month

Megan Erickson

Cobi Stokes
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Seniors Rush to Finish Research Papers in Time
By Caraline LaForest

As the first semester came to an 
end, the senior class had their plates 
full. The seniors were not only dealing 
with the stress of final exams, but were 
also applying the finishing touches to 
their senior research papers. One by 
one, each of the senior English classes 
handed their papers, sources, and no-
tecards. On one hand, handing in the 
lengthy paper was a huge relief off of 
many senior’s shoulders, but on the 
other hand, the anticipation of waiting 
to find out how well you’d done was 
extremely nerve wracking. 

The stress for many seniors is only 
beginning. The time-consuming paper 

was only a portion of the Senior Expe-
rience as a whole. Numerous seniors 
still have the task of completing their 
project, along with acquiring the re-
quired hours with their mentors. Se-
niors also have to prepare a presenta-
tion that they will then deliver to the 
panel of senior experience judges in 
April. 

When asked what amount of time 
that senior, Ashley Sales, had put into 
her senior research paper, she said 
“Counting the time I spent on note-
cards, I spent about 20 hours total.” 
Sales also said, “I am feeling really re-
lieved. I feel like the second part will 

fly by, now that my paper is finished, 
turned in and graded. It’s going to be 
fun to meet with my mentor and cre-
ate such an awesome product to pres-
ent to the judges in April.”

Though the senior experience may 
be slightly stressful and time consum-
ing, many seniors agree that they are 
learning a lot of things that they didn’t 
previously know. The skills that the 
seniors are obtaining through this jour-
ney will be useful in the future. That 
isn’t to say, however, that much of the 
senior class would agree that they are 
eager to finish the senior experience 
and finally graduate.

Trivia Crack Causes Addiction
By Ashley Sandidge

An app called Trivia Crack has recently become 
one of the top games on the iTunes app store, with 
millions of Americans addicted. The app has raced 
pass many hit apps such as Facebook Messenger, Can-
dy Crush Saga, and Instagram to claim the number 1 
spot for free apps in the U.S., and has held it for more 
than a month. User reviews suggest the app creates 
the kind of dependency its name implies. So you’re 
probably wondering where this app came from? Triv-
ia Crack was already the number 1 free app download 
in more than 20 countries before reaching the U.S. in 
December. Coming in at the fifth most played game in 
the world, according to the 29 year old creator, Maxi-
mo Cavazanni. In Latin America there is a line of mer-
chandise featuring the game’s colorful icons on every-
thing from kid’s sneakers to iPhone covers. 

Part of the reason why it is so popular is because 
it achieves the tricky balance between being com-
plex enough to be challenging and simple enough to 
not be frustrating.  Players spin a wheel and land 
on a category like art or entertainment and answer a 
question that relates to that category. Whoever an-
swers the most questions correctly across six catego-
ries first wins. 

A second release of the game is due out midyear, 
and it’s taking a page from a familiar social network. 
Users will soon be able to make their own categories 
or start mini games, which other players can follow. 
Time will tell if this new release will become as pop-
ular as the previous version. 

 In our society, it is impossible to deny the power that 
politicians have. These officials have been chosen by the people 
to lead, and with that comes an expectation that they will lead 
us rightly and justly to the full extent of their abilities. But that 
is not always the case. Politicians are human beings too, capable 
of using their power not for the benefit of the people they were 
chosen to lead, but for their own personal benefit. This was the 
case with now ex-Virginia governor Bob McDonnell. McDonnell 
was recently sentenced to 24 months in federal prison on charges 
of corruption while in office. McDonnell and his wife, Maureen, 
have been accused of trading favors in exchange for $177,000 in 
low interest loans, vacations, and gifts from Jonnie R. Williams 
Sr., owner of Star Scientific. Though 24 months in prison may 
seem like a harsh punishment, it is undoubtedly the best case 
scenario for Mr. McDonnell. Upon McDonnell’s indictment, the 
Federal Probation Office recommended a prison term of 10-12 
years, and the prosecutors of McDonnell’s case sought for at least 
six and a half years minimum. McDonnell’s “saving grace” as it 
were, were 11 witnesses and hundreds of letters written to Judge 
James R. Spencer detailing good deeds that had been done by the 
former governor while he occupied office, from helping the poor 
and feeding the hungry to his commitment to the Roman Cath-
olic Church and his family. Judge Spencer called these letters “a 
mitigating factor” in the case and, after sentencing, told reporters 
that McDonnell’s case demonstrated a need for judicial discre-
tion, calling it “tragic from beginning to end.” Despite the over-
whelming evidence of McDonnell’s apparent good deeds while 
governor, he still stands as a symbol of what can happen when 
politicians find themselves abusing the power given to them by 
the people.   

Abuse of Power Leads to Prison
By Jarod Skvicalo
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Boys Basketball Bounces into No. 2 in Their Region
By Kristian Hanna

The boys’ basketball team is now 7-4, with a record of 3-2 at home. 
The varsity is being led through their tough schedule by five starting se-
niors; Jett Rogers, Jackson Percy, Aidan Laurenti, Joel Fish, and Zach 
Ulmer. 

The first game after the long winter break was against the Sturgis 
Scoopers. The game did not go as the Diggers had planned and it ended 
with a score of 36-73. The Diggers bounced back to a three game win-
ning streak, beating the Belle Fourche Broncs 45-30, Custer Wildcats 
52-39, and Hill City Rangers 63-30. 

Despite a strong effort, the boys fell short to the St. Thomas More 
Cavaliers 33-54. “We knew from the start this would not be an easy 
game. We knew we would have to come out fighting. STM has players 
that can score so we knew we would have to play great defense,” said 
senior guard Zach Ulmer. The Diggers came out fighting and were only 
down by eight at the half. Unfortunately, the gap grew larger and end-
ed in a hard fought loss. 

The Diggers came back to beat the Hot Springs Bison 59-57 in a nail 
biting game and are currently ranked second in their region.

Come and support the Diggers at home on Feb. 3 against the Spear-
fish Spartans, and Feb. 10 against the Hot Springs Bison. 

Max Nelson comes down the court ready to 
pass to Zach Ulmer.

Joel Fish concentrates on making 
his free throws.

Jett Rogers focuses on his shot. Bridger Larson thinks about making a game-
changing move.
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The Lady Diggers are twelve 
games in to the season with only 
four losses on their 8-4 record.  

The varsity team had nine 
games scheduled for the month of 
January.  The game against Ben-
nett County, which was scheduled 
for Jan. 3, was cancelled due to 
weather.  That game has been re-
scheduled to Feb. 14.  

The team’s first game after 
Christmas break was against Stur-
gis on Jan. 6 at home, which they 
lost by 15 with a score of 38-53.  

The Lady Diggers then trav-
eled to Belle Fourche on Jan. 9 and 
played a good game, but ultimate-
ly lost by four with a score of 35-
39 in overtime.  

The team played another 
game against the Douglas Patriots 
on Jan. 13 and won 44-41.  They 
didn’t play as well as they did the 
first time they played the Patriots, 
but they still were able to win the 

game after trailing for most of the 
first half.  A 7-0 run in the first 
minute and a half helped the Lady 
Diggers catch up.  

The team then hosted another 
game at home against Hill City on 
Jan. 16 and won 47-41.  

The Lady Diggers then lost 
against St. Thomas More on Jan. 
20, and traveled to Hot Springs on 
Jan. 24, where the team won 50-
19.  

The team played Belle Fourche 
again on Jan. 28 and lost 40-44.  
They came back from being down 
13 points in the third quarter to 
within 3, but couldn’t pull it off in 
the last two minutes and lost by 
four.  

The girls’ basketball team is 
hopeful to keep up their winning 
record through the rest of the sea-
son with the hopes of playing in 
the region championship game at 
the end of the season.

Lady Diggers Dominate the Competition
By Courtney Gould

Jade Derby dribbles the ball down the court. Miranda Gallagher shoots a layup.

Stacey Anderson blocks the shooter.
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Boys’ Wrestling Fights to Take Down Their Competition
By Megan Erickson

It was nice to have wrestling back 
in our school last year, but this year 
the team would like to make a name 
for our wrestling program. The wres-
tling team has had quite a successful 
season so far. There have been many 
changes to the wrestling team, one of 
the most prominent changes being the 
new coach. Having a new coach can 
often be overwhelming, especially for 
those who wrestled last year. Howev-
er, the boys think that Mr. Voegeli has 
been a great influence on them and has 
pushed them just the right amount. He 
disciplines them when needed but also 
takes the time to wrestle with them 

in order to make them better. The 
first half of the season definitely went 
well for the Diggers. The boys hope 
to make some noise in our region and 
show people what our wrestling team 
is made of. Heading into the second 
half of the season, the Diggers are feel-
ing very optimistic and are looking to 
change the face of Lead-Deadwood 
wrestling. 

When asked what he thought 
about this season compared to last 
season, Bailey Norton responded with, 
“We have progressed a lot more since 
last season. We are wrestling smart-
er and have better technique!” The 

team is doing great overall. They have 
four more tournaments coming up, as 
well as their first home dual against 
STM, Sturgis, Spearfish, and Custer on 
Thursday, Jan. 22. The boys greatly 
appreciated the support that they re-
ceived from the student body as they 
competed for the gold. 

Bailey Norton and Dylin Johnson 
lead the team in takedowns, with a 
combined amount of forty-four take-
downs. Norton also leads the Diggers 
in wins, with a total of nineteen. We 
hope to see more wins from the wres-
tlers this season and we wish them the 
best of luck!

Deadwood-Lead 76’ers Swim Laps Around Competitors 
By Taylor Beagle

The Deadwood-Lead 76’ers are in 
the middle of the winter swim season 
that started in September and will con-
tinue until the last weekend in Febru-
ary. The team is made of about twen-
ty swimmers. Swimmers range in age 
from first grade to ninth and everyone 
in between.  

Head coach John Tridle and as-
sistant coach Mike Olsen help train 
the swimmers every night after school 
at the Deadwood Recreational Cen-
ter. They have competed in four swim 
meets so far this season in Spearfish, 
Rapid City, Gillette, and their annual 
home meet at the Deadwood Recre-
ational Center. The team is taking the 

majority of its swimmers to the Spear-
fish Invitational at the Donald E. Young 
Center on Jan. 24-25. Many teams 
from all over South Dakota are com-
peting alongside the 76’ers, including 
other local teams from Spearfish and 
Rapid City. The swimmers are hoping 
to attain South Dakota state qualifying 
times in order to go to the State Cham-
pionships in Pierre on Feb. 27 through 
Mar. 1. 

Coach Tridle has been coach-
ing the 76’ers for over 15 years.  He 
has coached swimmers at many state 
meets and has also participated on the 
South Dakota coaching staff that took 
swimmers to Central Zones meets in 

Grand Forks, North Dakota. He also 
coached his son Trevor Tridle, a Lead-
Deadwood High school graduate, for 
many years. 

Assistant coach Mike Olsen swam 
for the 76’rs in the 1970’s and brings a 
great deal of expertise in starts, strokes, 
and turns.  In their time as coaches of 
the 76’ers, their swimmers have com-
peted at Central Zones’ winter and 
summer meets all over the Midwest, 
All-Star meets in Kansas, and nation-
al meets all over the nation.  Several 
76’ers swimmers have finished in the 
top ten at state championship meets 
and have won several state champi-
onships. 

Physics Classes Create Roller Coasters for Learning
By Alex Cottrill

Now, who said you can’t have fun 
in physics? This year’s physics class 
is taught by Jake Terry, who decid-
ed to let the kids have some fun while 
learning something. 

Students had to get into groups to 
devise a plan and make a roller coast-
er with foam pipes, string, tape, and 
any other objects in Terry’s room. 
The cart was a little glass marble. The 
Roller coasters had many things that 
they had to follow, they had to have 

3 hills, a 270 degree turn, and had to 
have a loop. All of the classes would be 
building the roller coasters inside one 
room, so it would be a little crowd-
ed. The roller coaster could start from 
anywhere in the room; some people 
started on the flag pole, while some 
others started on the intercom. 

Many people had struggles making 
things, like the loops or the 270 degree 
turn, but most of them managed to get 
the task done. You didn’t only have to 

build a roller coaster, though. You also 
had to make an advertisement and cal-
culations of you hills and your loops.  
 A lot of students had a lot of 
fun making their Roller coasters, and 
they got to learn about how much 
gravity affects the little marble, and 
you also had to find the right angles 
to not have your marble fall off the 
track. Just because a class is in school 
does not mean that you can’t make it 
fun!
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Actions of Radical Islam Give Rise to “Je Suis Charlie”
By Jarod Skvicalo

In today’s society, you are certain 
to see one thing above all else when 
you open the newspaper or turn on the 
TV. What is this one continuous sub-
ject matter that is inescapable no mat-
ter where you turn? It is the terrify-
ing, horrific and often gruesome acts 
of radical terrorist groups like ISIS, Al- 
Queda, and Boko Haram. It seems that 
all too often these groups are on the 
front page, killing and manipulating in-
nocent members of our society simply 
for choosing to disagree with their be-
liefs. The latest in this string of attacks 
inspired by the ideals of radical Islamic 
beliefs is the attack on the French satir-
ical newspaper, Charlie Hebdo. Based 
in Paris, Charlie Hebdo is known for 
their dedication to the idea of free 
speech, especially when it comes to 
the topic of radical Muslims across 
the world, specifically groups like ISIS 

and Al-Queda. Several cartoons in the 
newspaper, including several covers of 
the publication, depicted various im-
ages of the Islamic god Muhammad 
featuring captions poking fun at var-
ious radical Islamic ideals. The attack 
was carried out by two brothers, Said 
and Cherif Kouachi, 34 and 32, with 
the assistance of 18 year old Hamyd 
Mourad. According to French news re-
ports, the brothers were both born in 
Paris, which raises concerns about the 
spread of radical Islamic ideas within 
Europe. On the morning of Jan. 7, the 
men forced their way into the office of 
Charlie Hebdo clad in black clothing 
and masks and brandishing AK-47 as-
sault rifles. The men killed 12 people in 
total during the attack, including Char-
lie Hebdo’s top editor, prominent car-
toonists, and police officers, with what 
was described as “military style preci-

sion.” The gunmen then fled outside, 
where, following multiple skirmishes 
with the police, they eventually fled in 
a black Citroen. Shortly after their es-
cape, they crashed their car into that 
of another motorist, injuring the driv-
er, before stealing another car to make 
their escape. After the attack, Hamyd 
Mourad turned himself into French au-
thorities and was taken into custody. 
After two days of one of the most mas-
sive manhunts in French history, po-
lice found and killed Said and Cherif 
Kouachi in the Hyper Cacher super-
market in Dammartin-en-Goele. All in 
all, 17 French citizens lost their lives in 
this tragic turn of events, including in-
nocent civilians and French police offi-
cers. With radical Islamic ideals seem-
ing to spread faster everyday, we must 
now ask; what’s next, not only for Par-
is, but for the world?

Leelah Alcorn’s Suicide Brings Light to the 
Transgender Community
By Courtney Gould

Leelah Alcorn was a 
transgender teen in Ohio who 
committed suicide on Dec. 27 
because she felt she wasn’t 
accepted by her own parents 
for choosing to be a girl.  Al-
corn’s birth name was Josh-
ua Ryan.  

In a suicide note posted 
on Tumblr, she stated, “The 
life I would’ve lived isn’t 
worth living.”  The note went 
on to talk about her difficul-
ties growing up as a transgen-
der individual.  

Alcorn had mentioned 
her parents would take her 
to Christian therapists who 
she described as “biased” and 
who “couldn’t cure her de-
pression.”  

After Alcorn was hit by a 
tractor trailer on an interstate 

near her house, her mother 
posted the following on Face-
book; “My sweet 16 year old 
son, Joshua Ryan Alcorn went 
home to heaven this morn-
ing.  He was out for an ear-
ly morning walk and was hit 
by a truck.  Thank you for the 
messages and kindness and 
concern you have sent our 
way.  Please continue to keep 
us in your prayers.”  

This post sparked con-
troversy because of Alcorn’s 
mother’s deliberate use of 
the wrong pronouns for her 
daughter.  It also led people 
to believe her mother refus-
es to believe it was a suicide.  

The transgender commu-
nity and their supporters be-
lieved her mother thought Al-
corn would grow out of the 

phase of wanting to be a girl 
and wouldn’t listen to Alcorn’s 
pleas for her own parents to 
accept her.  Her parents even 
refused to let Alcorn’s best 
friend, Abby Jones, into Al-
corn’s funeral.  Jones was one 
of the few people Alcorn ever 
let know about her struggle 
with her gender identity.  Al-
corn’s parents accused Jones 
of posting a picture online of 
Leelah wearing a dress.  

At the end of her suicide 
note, Alcorn said that she 
wanted her death “to mean 
something,” for “transgen-
der people to be treated like 
humans with basic human 
rights,” and for society to be 
fixed.  The problem is that so-
ciety still has a long way to go 
before that happens.

Don’t forget: 
Only 17 more 

days until 
Valentine’s 

Day!
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 Since the death of 
Treyvon Martin in 2012, it 
seems there has been al-
most non-stop tension be-
tween our nation’s police 
force and the very citizens 
they protect, more specif-
ically between the African 
American community and 
the police force. 

This tension has been 
greatly exacerbated by 
more recent events such 
as the murders of Tamir 
Rice, Michael Brown, Eric 
Garner, NYPD officers 
Rafael Ramos and Wen-
jian Liu, and the recent 
and continuing riots in 
Ferguson, Missouri. Un-
doubtedly, the families of 
Rice, Brown, and Garner 

have endured not only the 
struggle of losing a loved 
one, but also the impact 
that the subsequent riots 
have had on their griev-
ing process. But what has 
all this death and violence 
meant for police officers? 

Has it led to a growing 
fear for their safety while 
on duty, or simply an un-
willingness to make ar-
rests for fear of the ramifi-
cations it may have? 

It seems this may be 
the case in New York City, 
as arrest totals in the city 
are down by nearly half 
compared with totals from 
a year ago, and summons-
es are down almost 90% 
compared with last year. 

According to NYPD 
police Commissioner Wil-
liam J. Bratton, there may 
be a number of causes for 
the rapidly declining ar-
rest numbers, including 
the protests in Ferguson 
and Brooklyn last month, 
mourning for officers Ra-
mos and Liu, the holidays, 
and a decline in 911 calls. 
Though the drop in po-
lice statistics is common 
throughout every precinct 
in New York City, police 
union leaders still denied 
any kind of organized ef-
fort among NYPD officers. 

The solution may 
seem unclear at the pres-
ent time but Commission-
er Bratton seems to have 

no intentions on aban-
doning his police policies. 
Richard Aborn, leader of 
the Citizens Crime Com-
mission of New York City, 
offered his opinion on the 
matter, saying, “The only 
thing more critical to the 
cops right now than their 
outrage is their sense of 
duty, and they’re not go-
ing to abandon that for a 
long period.” 

Assuming Aborn is 
correct, it will only take 
time for the arrest statis-
tics to correct themselves, 
and with no reform to the 
police department or their 
policies in sight, it seems 
the only thing left to do is 
wait.              

Strained Relations Remain Between Law Enforcement and Citizens
By Jarod Skvicalo

 It is no secret that 
only the bravest men and 
women from our society as-
pire to be police officers.

These officers that put 
on a badge every morning 
accept a certain amount of 
inherent danger, yet still 
choose to protect their 
neighbors. As of late, how-
ever, it seems it is becoming 
increasingly dangerous to 
be a police officer, especial-
ly a member of the NYPD.

Following the brutal 
and calculated murders of 
Rafael Ramos and Wenji-
an Liu in their squad car in 
Brooklyn, two more officers 
have been shot and wound-
ed in the Bronx while in-
vestigating the robbery of a 
grocery store.  

Andrew Dossi and Aliro 

Pellerano are both mem-
bers of a plainclothes crime 
prevention team who were 
called to investigate a rob-
bery at a grocery store 
in the Bronx when a man 
emerged from a nearby res-
taurant and began opening 
fire with a revolver.  

Both officers returned 
fire at the suspect, but 
not before being critically 
wounded.  Dossi was struck 
in the lower back and arm, 
and was in critical but sta-
ble condition early Tuesday 
morning.  Pellerano was 
struck in the chest and arm, 
and is in stable condition.  

Following his assault 
on the officers, the sus-
pect stole a white Cama-
ro with two women inside 
and fled the scene. Police 

found the car crashed a few 
blocks away from where the 
shooting took place. 

 On the morning of 
Jan. 6, police indicted three 
men suspected of being in-
volved in the crime, includ-
ing the suspected gunman.  

The man, who remains 
unnamed by police, arrived 
at New York Presbyterian 
hospital early on the morn-
ing of Jan. 6 with a gunshot 
wound to his back, an inju-
ry he sustained after the po-
lice returned fire outside the 
grocery store.  

Though he claimed to 
have been a victim of a rob-
bery himself, the man has 
been taken into custody and 
will remain there while fur-
ther investigation into the 
shooting takes place. 

By Jarod Skvicalo 

Suspects Taken into Custody after Police Shooting

If you would like to 
donate a cake/dessert 
please contact Mr. 
Gary Linn. 717-3899

Student Council 
Dessert Extravaganza

At the Home Basketball Game 

Feb. 3
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The LDHS choir has been making noise this school year. Many peo-
ple auditioned for All-State Choir. However, only a select eight students 
were chosen to perform in this prestigious group. Mr. Dean Peterson is 
very proud of the students who have gotten involved and taken advan-
tage of this honor. As well as taking two quartets to All-State Choir, Pe-
terson is excited for his students’ participation in performing with For-
eigner on Mar. 18. 

The performance will be at the Deadwood Mountain Grand. For-
eigner will be raising money that will benefit the choir with a $500 grant. 
Foreigner tours throughout different communities in an effort to help 
keep music education alive in high schools all over the country. They 
have raised millions of dollars for schools around the country to stress 
the importance of music programs in school. Every stop they make, they 
pick a high school choir or community group to sing with them. Peter-
son can take up to 25 students, who will be picked based on their audi-
tion with him and a panel of judges. The choir will be featured singing 
with Foreigner for one song: I Want to Know What Love Is. Peterson is 
excited for this,“Cool opportunity” that the students have the honor to 
participate in.

Choir Participates in Foreigner Concert
By Megan Erickson
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More than 150 professional 
snowmobile racers competed in 
high-flying, high-speed snowmo-
bile races in the eight city AM-
SOIL Championship Snocross 
tour at the Days of ’76 Rodeo 
Grounds in Deadwood. The Sno-
cross tour brought in riders from 
all over the country, and even 
the world, including places such 
as Canada, Sweden, and Norway.

In its third year, the Dead-
wood Snocross Shootout has be-
come one of the most popular 
events in Deadwood. The Sno-
cross shootout was televised na-
tionally on CBS Sports network. 
This was nothing new to most of 
the riders because the week be-
fore, the Pro Open class riders 
competed on the world’s stage 
during the X Games. X Games 

riders include Tucker Hibbert, 
Ross Martin, Robbie Malinos-
ki, Jennifer Pare, and past points 
champ Tim Tremblay.

This year’s AMSOIL Cham-
pionship Snocross tour marked 
a milestone for one racer, who 
earned his 100th career win. 
Tucker Hibbert of Pelican Rap-
ids, Minnesota, recovered from 
nail biting loss to Kody Kamm on 
Friday to take first on Saturday in 
the Pro Open class. Hibbert start-
ed on a rocky start on Saturday. 
Hibbert crashed early in the 22 
lap race, but came back to pass 
Ross Martin on the final lap to 
clinch his 100th career win. 

All in all, the 3rd Annual Sno-
cross was a huge success and the 
community is looking forward to 
next year.

Snocross Races Take Place in Deadwood
By Kristian Hanna

On Tuesday, Feb. 3, the High School Student Council held their 
2nd annual Silent Cake Auction during the home basketball game 
against Spearfish. Everyone in the community pitched in to make 
this fundraiser a success. Student Council members, people in the 
community, and employees in the school district all contributed their 
own creations to be sold in the silent auction. After last year’s suc-
cess, Mr. Linn was very optimistic for the outcome and had predict-
ed this year to be even better. Many people in the community, and 
even people coming up to watch the game from Spearfish, bid on 
the baked goods. Young and old got involved in this project, which 
helped make this fun for the Student Council to put on. Everyone who 
baked goods definitely had a good time doing it and it was a fun way 
to get the community out to the games to support our Digger Bas-
ketball team. The winners of the cakes were announced during half 
time of the boys’ varsity game. People anxiously awaited as others 
claimed their cakes. By the end of the night, the grand total amount 
raised was 690 dollars. This money is to be used for the high school 
Student Council registration fees for the state convention at the end 
of March in Pierre. Approximately 15 people will attend the conven-
tion with the Student Council, so they could use as much support in 
fundraising as possible. This is a great experience for the students to 
get ideas to bring back to the school in order to make improvements. 
The Student Council is very thankful for everyone who was involved 
with either setting up or baking goods. Student Council loves the sup-
port throughout the community for helping them with whatever proj-
ect comes their way and encourages their family and friends to help 
out in any way possible. 

By Megan Erickson
Council Hosts 2nd Silent Auction

Students of the Month

Hanah Cerkoney

Reilly Andresen
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Wrestlers have been working hard 
for many months and it shows. Junior 
Bailey Norton said that the season for the 
LDHS is going fantastic and they have 
had a much better outcome than last 
year. They have had many new coach-
es over the past years but Beau Voegeli 
is the most recent.  There are 7 boys in 
wrestling this year, which is about aver-
age compared to every other year. The 
2015 region tournament happened on 
Feb. 21 and this decided whether they 
WENT to state or not. The region tour-
nament can be very nerve wracking and 

stressful to the wrestlers, as they have 
to maintain their weight and practice 
at their best. When asked how he feels 
about regions, Bailey Norton response 
was, “I feel like we will have more kids 
go to state this year compared to last 
year’s regions, where a total of six wres-
tlers attended the tournament and two 
were just one round short of making it 
to state. The rest were beat out in the 
first two rounds.” He was right with his 
prediction; Alex Kruske and Bailey Nor-
ton will be competing at state. He said 
he would really like to see more kids 

join the team next year. Next, Freshman 
Thad Kulp was interviewed and asked 
how his season was going. His response 
was, “I started off on a rocky road be-
cause I couldn’t wrestle for a few weeks, 
but besides that my first year is going 
pretty well. I win some and lose some, 
but I try harder each time.” Kulp was 
very excited when questioned about 
how he is feeling about regions. He said, 
“I can’t wait to wrestle against my op-
ponents and hopefully win the match-
es and make it to state, that is my ulti-
mate goal.”  

Wrestling Team Prepares for 2015 Region Tournament
By Ashley Sales

On Wednesday, Feb. 11, band and 
choir students attended the Region 8 
Solo and Ensemble Contest. The event 
occurred at the Rushmore Plaza Civ-
ic Center in Rapid City. Both choir 
and band had a large participation of 
students in the contest. Band students 
included Taylor Beagle, Cameron 
Enright, Elizabeth Belmontes, Aisha 
Baum, Rachel Eggers, Kayle Arsaga, 
Josh Lehman, Nik Scott, Jarod Skvi-
calo, Keeley Wainman, Blake Ingham, 
Garrett Kiefer, Shari Croft, Katie Tie-
man, A.J. Lawver, Angeliese Wisdom, 
and Brigham Williams. Choir partic-
ipants were Kat Webber, Amiracle 
Brungardt, Kanicee Gilmore-Bears, 
Kaeler Quenzer, Evelyn Groeger, 

Paige Wittmayer, Willow Hansen, 
Grace Campbell, Hailey Trewhel-
la, Ashlyn Hemmah, Brandy Morris, 
Rose Losey, Mikayla St. Pierre, Jax-
on Strickland, Griffen Mackey, Tyler 
Finster, Carston Mertens, and Sele-
na Mascarenas. Some students took 
part in both band and choir, includ-
ing Nathan Finster, Melinda Grass, 
Reece Knabel, Grace Jacobs, Gracie 
Kosters, Sydnee Hamann, Brooke Bi-
alas, Brenden Kearns, and Mara Ja-
cobs.

After weeks of preparations and 
practicing, the students were finally 
ready to perform. There was a total 
of 29 vocal solos, 12 band solos, and 
a few duets and ensembles, including 

a large percussion ensemble, a mixed 
vocal ensemble, and a brass ensem-
ble. It was a long day of warming up, 
playing, and watching peers perform, 
as some weren’t even scheduled to 
perform until the afternoon. Howev-
er, everyone was focused and punc-
tual to their scheduled times. 

Despite possible nerves and anxi-
ety, everyone performed their best in 
front of the judges. The students rep-
resented the music department and 
LDHS very well and were profes-
sional throughout the day. Congrats 
to all who performed at the contest for 
their hard work and dedication, and a 
special thanks to the outstanding Mr. 
Dragoo and Mr. Peterson.

Choir and Band Participate in Solo and Ensemble Contest
By Aisha Baum

American Sniper was one of the 
most talked about films when re-
leased on Jan. 16. It was nominated 
for 6 Oscars and 20 other awards: 
winning 9 of them. It is based on a 
true story about a Navy SEAL sniper, 
Chris Kyle, who was known as a leg-
end because of the lives he saved with 
the accuracy he had with a sniper. He 
went on four tours of duty, leaving 
his wife and kids back home. When 
he was in Iraq, a couple of his friends 

were killed  and there is a sniper that 
is trying to kill him they will receive 
a reward. This movie was consid-
ered to be one of the best movies to 
come out in 2015. It was a good visu-
al of what goes on down in Iraq and 
what the soldiers go through while in 
war. When they come back from the 
war any little noise can make them 
jump and look around like they just 
heard a gunshot. They can get some 
kind of disorder that they need to get 

help with dealing with the stress of 
after-war life. I thought this movie 
was really good and it made me think 
about what the soldiers go through 
while they are at war and how it af-
fects them still when they come back 
home. I would give this movie four 
and a half stars out of five. It was re-
ally good, but you have to be into 
action films to be able to enjoy this 
movie. Overall, I thought it was one 
of the best films to come out in 2015.

New Movie Hits Theatres: A Review of American Sniper
By Tierney Isaak
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Boys Basketball Rallys to a 11-8 Record

The boys’ basketball 
team is still on the hunt 
for the number 1 spot in 
Region 8. They are cur-
rently sitting in second 
place with 40.88 seed 
points,right behind St. 
Thomas More with 42.26 
seed points. 

The boys current-
ly have a record of 10-7 
with two games left 
against the Custer Wild-
cats and the Rapid City 
Christian Comets. The 
Diggers have won three 
of their last 7 games, 
beating Belle Fourche 
57-36,  Philip 52-50, 
and Hill City 47-35. The 
boys have also compet-
ed in four hard fought 
losses against Red Cloud 
44-72, Spearfish 36-

72, Hot Springs 58-62, 
and Douglas 40-53. The 
boys’ basketball team is 
making a huge impact on 
our younger upcoming 
basketball players, show-
ing them that no matter 
if they win or lose, they 
should always work hard 
and give 100% effort.

 With the season com-
ing to an end, the senior 
class is certainly making 
the most of their last year 
as a Golddigger. Senior 
Guard Jett Rogers signed 
to Dakota Wesleyan Uni-
versity to continue his 
basketball career as a Ti-
ger. The Lead-Deadwood 
area is more than proud 
of Jett and his hard work 
and wishes him the best 
of luck in the future.

By Kristian Hanna

Jett Rogers, signs with Dakota Wesleyan University to play basketball 
as mom, Suzanne and dad, Travis watch.

Zach Ulmer shoots for the three.

Jackson Percy plays a tough defense against Hot Springs.
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The Lady Diggers 
played their last seven reg-
ular season games dur-
ing the month of February.  
They now have a 13-6 re-
cord.  On Feb. 3, the Dig-
gers hosted a game against 
Spearfish where they lost 
by 12 points with a final 
score of 38-50.  The team 
then traveled to Philip on 
Feb. 5 where they won 47-
28. It was senior night for 
Stacey Anderson, Courtney 
Gould, and Aisha Baum on 
Feb. 10 against Hot Springs 
where the team got their 
tenth win of the season.  
On Feb. 13, the team trav-
eled to Hill City and won 
42-31.  The team then faced 
Bennett County in the game 

that was supposed to be 
held on Jan. 3 but was post-
poned to Feb. 14.  The Lady 
Diggers beat Bennett Coun-
ty 74-46.  

The last regular season 
game was on Feb. 20.  The 
team traveled to Custer and 
played the Lady Wildcats 
where they won 55-50.  
The Lady Diggers are now 
the number two seed in 
Class “A” Region 8.  They 
will play Belle Fourche, the 
number three seed in the 
region, on Thursday, Feb. 
26 at home.  If the team 
wins this game, they will 
play on Tuesday, Mar. 3 in 
Rapid City at the School of 
Mines in the Region Cham-
pionship game.

By Courtney Gould
Girls’ Basketball Draws to a Close

Miranda Gallagher going up for the lay-up.

Ashley Sandidge shoots the three point shot.

Jade Derby steals the ball from Bennett County player.Maddie Larsen goes for the block against Douglas.
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When most people 
hear the term “radical Is-
lam,” their minds tend to 
jump to groups like the Tal-
iban and Al-Queda. These 
groups held the Middle East 
in fear for decades and are 
part of the reason for Amer-
ican involvement in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. But now, 
the world is faced with a 
new threat, one more bru-
tal, gruesome, and public 
than any we have faced be-
fore. Though they’ve only 
existed a short time, they’ve 
managed to strike fear into 
the hearts of a nation while 
simultaneously spreading 
their agenda at a rate we’ve 
never seen before. 

The group I speak of is 
ISIS, or the Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria. Starting 
in November of 2012 with 
the publicized execution of 
James Foley, an American 
journalist from Rochester, 
New Hampshire, ISIS has 
held a permanent place in 
both the daily headlines and 
in the thoughts of millions 
of Americans. Their public 
style of execution and their 
ruthless and brutal swift-
ness in regard to the kidnap-
ping and execution of their 
hostages was unheard of to 
this point, and their evasion 
of American special forc-
es is unprecedented. In the 
past weeks, their violence 
and brutality has seemed 
to drastically increase, and 
their time between victims 
has been dropping at an 

alarming rate. 
On Jan. 24, ISIS claimed 

the life of Japanese phi-
lanthropist Haruna Yuka-
wa, who travelled to Syria 
in the hopes of starting his 
own private security com-
pany. After Yukawa’s cap-
ture, his friend Kenji Goto 
entered ISIS controlled-ter-
ritory in the hopes of saving 
his friend. A veteran jour-
nalist who was no stranger 
to reporting from war zones 
and hostile environments, 
Goto believed he would be 
safe in ISIS territory as he 
was not American or Brit-
ish. His safety was severely 
misjudged, however, and on 
Jan. 31, ISIS released a vid-
eo showing Goto’s behead-
ed body after no deal was 

reached with the Japanese 
government that would’ve 
traded Goto’s freedom for 
that of an Iraqi terrorist on 
death row in Jordan. 

In perhaps their most 
brutal display yet, ISIS re-
leased the horrifying vid-
eo of Royal Jordanian Air 
Force pilot Lt. Moath al-
Kasabeh being burned alive 
in a cage. With ISIS forc-
es spreading throughout the 
Middle East and with their 
seemingly unlimited access 
to high value victims, there 
is no telling who will stop 
ISIS or when. But regardless 
of who rises up to stop ISIS’ 
reign of terror, there is no 
doubt that it must be done 
with focused, concise, and 
unrelenting force. 

ISIS Continues Brutal Executions in the Middle East
By Jarod Skvicalo

Most are aware of the recent mea-
sles outbreak in the United States. Mea-
sles is a highly contagious disease with 
symptoms such as high fever, cough, a 
skin rash of large flat blotches, and, in 
severe cases, pneumonia and swelling 
of the brain, which can lead to perma-
nent brain damage and death. 

As of Jan. 30 of this year, the CDC 
reported 102 people from 14 states to 
be confirmed with measles. The 14 
states to have confirmed measles cas-
es are Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Illinois, Minnesota, Michigan, Nebras-
ka, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wash-
ington. 

This outbreak accounts for 92% 
of reported cases this year. Last year 
had the greatest number of cases since 
measles elimination was documented 
in the U.S. in 2000, with a terrify-
ing 644 cases reported to the CDC’s 
National Center for Immunization and 

Respiratory Disease. These rising num-
bers are linked to the declining number 
of people getting vaccinated for various 
reasons. In the United States, all 50 
states require certain vaccinations for 
children entering public schools. 

Depending on the state, children 
entering public schools must be vac-
cinated against at least some of these 
diseases: mumps, measles, rubella, 
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, and po-
lio, unless there is proof of religious 
exemption or an affliction that would 
cause the vaccine to become a threat 
to one’s health and well-being. 

In public schools, including Lead-
Deadwood, you must have had these 
vaccinations. The lack of vaccinated 
children in schools has caused parents 
of kids who cannot get the vaccine to 
take their children out of school. The 
more people who are vaccinated, the 
less the virus can spread, which is why 
it is crucial for people to get their vac-

cinations against deadly disease to not 
only protect themselves but also peo-
ple who are unable to receive the vac-
cination. 

The main reason people do not get 
vaccines is because of the side effects. 
According to the CDC, the most com-
mon side-effects of the measles vac-
cine are a mild fever (1 out of 6), a mild 
rash (1 out of 20), and slight swelling 
of the cheeks or neck that usually oc-
cur within 7-12 days after the second 
dose (1 out of 75). Severe and moderate 
side-effects include temporary pain or 
stiffness in the joints, occurring most-
ly in teenage and adult women (1 in 
4), serious allergic reactions (less than 
1 out of a million doses), and deafness, 
coma, and permanent brain damage in 
children. 

However, these are so rare that it 
is difficult to tell whether they are even 
caused by the vaccine. So, do the ben-
efits outweigh the risks?

Vaccinations: Do the Benefits Outweigh the Risks?
By Taylor Beagle 
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Anderson’s Advice for the Month of February
By Stacey Anderson

As February comes to an end, we 
are more than half way done with the 
2015 school year. Seniors should be 
thinking about scholarships, seeing 
as most of them are due in March. To 
graduate, students are  required to 
put in their volunteer service learn-
ing hours into SDMyLife. FAFSA 
should be completed by seniors and 
handed in soon. They should also 
be looking at applying for housing 
and meal plans to whichever school 

they are planning on attending. Stu-
dents who are going straight into the 
work force should be looking into 
jobs and full time work. Summer is 
just around the corner and compa-
nies will be looking for help in the 
near future. It is not too early for ju-
niors to start thinking about their fu-
ture plans and careers they want to 
be pursuing as well. Scrubs camp is 
held on Mar. 3 for the people who 
signed up early enough. This will 

give students an idea of some careers 
pertaining to the health field. Regis-
tration for freshman through juniors 
will be available to sign up for next 
year’s classes. ACT-prep will also be 
open to students who want to get an 
idea of what some of the questions 
will be like on the ACT. March is a 
busy year for the LDHS and will go 
by faster than we think. 

Changes in Classes to Come for the 2015-2016 School Year
By Kristina Sneath

 As we get closer to the end 
of year, many kids are thinking 
about what classes they may want 
to take in next year’s fall semes-
ter. Teachers are currently work-
ing on trying to make a few chang-
es to the classes available. 

Arguably the smallest change 
will be the way the math courses 
will be offered. Instead of the se-
quence being Algebra I, Algebra II 
and then Geometry the math in-
structors have decided it will go 
Algebra I, Geometry and the Al-
gebra II. Even though this change 

is not large it is an important one. 
Larger schools have the math 
classes in this order because there 
are simple things that you learn in 
Geometry that you will need for 
Algebra II. 

The next change maybe to the 
science courses line-up. Currently 
a Physical Science is required. A 
little bit of Chemistry and Physics 
is covered and then students have 
to take a chemistry or physics class 
as well. Going through things more 
than once can be not only frustrat-
ing but also boring and it’s hard to 

be focused. 
The science teacher have de-

cided to end the repetitive na-
ture of this and try to take Physi-
cal Science out of the curriculum 
all together. General science class-
es will be offered, however, for 
students who struggle with sci-
ence will still be offered a con-
ceptual physics class and possi-
bly a conceptual chemistry class. 
The science teachers still have to 
get these changes approved by the 
school board, hopes are high to 
make these changes.

SD Army National Guard’s 155th Scheduled to Deploy to Kuwait
By Ashley Sales

On Tuesday, Feb. 3, Rapid 
City received some news that left 
friends, families, and community 
members with the understanding 
that they will begin preparation in 
the loss their loved ones for a long 
period of time. The South Dakota 
Army National Guard’s 155th En-
gineer Company has received an 
alert order for deployment to Ku-
wait, Africa in support of Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom, New 
Dawn, and Noble Eagle. This will 
be the first time the South Da-

kota National Guard will be de-
ployed since the September 11 at-
tacks, ending a 12 year streak of 
no deployment. All 162 members 
were informed a few months ago. 
The 155th Engineer Company is 
leaving in August to train for sev-
eral weeks before they go over-
seas. The training will take place 
in Fort Bliss in Texas. During their 
deployment, they will be building 
base camps and facilities. They 
will also work on constructing, 
repairing, and maintaining other 

structures. Construction isn’t the 
only thing that they are trained to 
do. The 155th has a wide variety 
of occupational specialties includ-
ing carpentry, plumbing, and elec-
trical and masonry services. Lead 
Deadwood High School Alumnus, 
class of 2013, Ricky Schiradelly is 
unfortunately in this unit and will 
be leaving in August as well. Get-
ting deployed can physically and 
emotionally effect someone when 
they come back. A safe return for 
all is the desired outcome.
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For February’s Teachers as Advi-
sors, the seniors gathered in the re-
source center for an informative les-
son on budgeting finances. Heading the 
lesson was Mrs. Dusty Pinske. Pinske 
has been working in the banking indus-
try for eighteen years and has been the 
bank manager for First Interstate Bank 
for the past five years. 

Pinske informed the seniors that 
the number one mistake that most se-
niors make after high school is not bud-
geting their finances. Pinske walked 
the seniors through the steps that they 
could take in order to estimate an ac-

curate budget for several categories. 
These categories include housing ex-
penses, car expenses, debts, and oth-
er items. 

A problem that is getting progres-
sively worse each year is debt. In 2012, 
the average American had $7,000 dol-
lars in credit card debt. Today, the av-
erage American’s credit card debt is 
about $15,600. These numbers are 
good to keep in mind when thinking 
about applying for a credit card. 

A common question among many 
high school students is how to build 
credit. Mrs. Pinske spoke about a cou-

ple different options for graduating 
high school students, who are looking 
to build credit. The first option was to 
get a credit card, buy a few small tick-
et items, and make timely payments on 
these items. The second option is to 
make a cash secured loan. The cash 
secured loan is a good option because 
you are both building credit and sav-
ing money.

Mrs. Pinske’s workshop was very 
informative and helpful for many of the 
students in attendance. Hopefully this 
presentation will help these students be 
more fiscally responsible in the future. 

Financ ing  fo r  the  Future :  a  Lesson in  Bank ing
By Caraline LaForest

Cobi Stokes, Senior
Q. If there was a movie made 
about your life, who would you 
have play you and why?
a. Will Ferrell, because he’s my 
idol.
Q. How lucky of a person are 
you and why?
a. Very unlucky, because I never 
win when I buy lottery tickets.
Q. Since moving here, what is 
your favorite thing about LDHS?
a. My boys.
Q. Describe senioritis.
a. For me, it’s that I don’t want 
to wake up in the morning and 
I don’t care about anything in 
class.
Q. What are your plans after 
graduation?
a. To go to South Dakota State 
University for engineering.

JJ Voigt, Junior
Q. What is your biggest pet 
peeve?
a. I hate rhetorical questions.
Q. What is your favorite and 
least favorite song?
a. Favorite: Anything by Drake. 
Least: Cruise Remix Florida 
Georgia Line Remix Ft. Nelly
Q. Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
a. Well I want about four kids 
by then in big house in Califor-
nia. Tomorrow it’d probably be 
a different answer though.
Q. What was the strangest ad-
vice your parents ever gave you 
and that proved to be correct?
a. Don’t listen to your Grandma, 
because my grandma is a liar.
Q. What do you look forward 
most to everyday at LDHS?
a. The wonderful food.

Alexis Simpson, Sophomore 
Q. What do you do in your free 
time?
a. I hang out with friends, laugh 
a lot, and eat lots of food. 
Q. Pick two celebrities to be 
your parents.
a. Jennifer Aniston and Ansel El-
gort.
Q. What would you do with a 
million dollars?
a. I would buy a house in the 
country with lots of land and 
tons of dogs. Maybe a couple of 
cows too.
Q. Who is your favorite teach-
er at LDHS?
a. Ms. Loeffen.
Q. What is the hardest part 
about school?
a. Going to school for 7 hours, 
and then home to do homework. 

Wyatt Hess, Freshman 
Q. What’s the most dangerous 
thing you’ve ever done?
a. Riding down my development 
with no hands and getting a con-
cussion
Q. Do you have any collections? 
a. I like rocks. 
Q. If you could have any ani-
mal as a pet, what would it be 
and why?
a. A rhino, so I could ride it.
Q. What song best describes 
your work ethic?
a. “Shake That” by Eminem.
Q. How is it to be a freshman? Is 
LDHS much different than mid-
dle school?
a. It’s harder because there 
are more expectations in high 
school. 

By Aisha Baum

~If you are interested in being interviewed for next month’s paper, contact the Publications class!~

Baum’s Monthly Interviews: “Get to Know Your Classmates”
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Foreigner had a successful concert on Wednesday, Mar. 18. It was a 
nearly sold out venue and the reviews for it were through the roof. Along 
with the great performance by Foreigner, a select group of individuals from 
the Lead-Deadwood high school choir had the honor of performing the 
song I Want to Know What Love Is with the famous group. These students 
had a pretty vigorous process of auditioning to perform with Foreigner and 
it obviously paid off. It was definitely a thrill for all involved. They prac-
ticed for weeks on this one song and Mr. Peterson was very happy with 
the performance. When asked what he thought of the performance, all he 
could say was, “Incredible!” The kids had a fantastic time, without a doubt. 
However, they did not get to meet the band. Mr. Peterson also mentioned 
how cool it was that “this performance and opportunity was in our own 
town.” Quoted in the Rapid City Journal, Foreigner believes that this was 
such a great opportunity for the kids that were selected to sing with them 
on stage at the Deadwood Mountain Grand. The kids had such a great ex-
perience and had fun while doing it. Hannah Rogers and Nathan Finster 
were interviewed by KEVN the afternoon before the performance. They 
were asked what they thought about the opportunity of performing along-
side this legendary group. When asked if she was nervous to sing with For-
eigner, Brandy Morris replied, “No not at all.” After the performance, the 
choir got to sell Foreigner CDs with all the proceeds going to the Grammy 
Foundation’s Music in the Schools program. All in all, it was a great night 
for the Lead-Deadwood choir participants. Not only did they get an expe-
rience of a lifetime, but they also got to listen to a great concert!

By Megan Erickson

LDHS Choir Sings With  Foreigner
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Kiwanis Students of the Month

Miranda Luze

Caleb Percy

If you didn’t think we got 
enough snow this winter, well one 
Massachusetts man might have 
the solution for you! After Massa-
chusetts received over 100 inches 
of snow this winter, Kyle Waring 
founded the website Shipsnowyo.
com where you can order what 
Waring calls “historic snow”. 
Waring says the idea started as a 
joke while he and his wife were 
shoveling their driveway. The 
first order arrived six hours after 
the website launched and more 
than 200 orders have been placed 
through the site. At first Warring 
offered only a 16.9 ounce bottle 
of snow, shipped for $19.99, but 
they could not guarantee it would 
still be snow when the bottle ar-
rived. Waring now offers four siz-
es to pick from, three of which are 
guaranteed to still be frozen when 
they arrive. The new sizes come in 
an insulated styrofoam- packaged 
boxes with either 6 pounds for 

$89, 14 pounds of snow for $169, 
or 22 pounds of snow for $199. 
Waring will ship snow anywhere 
over the nation except to North-
east states. The website tells you 
all about the snow you are pur-
chasing and keeps track of how 
many acres of snow, and snow-
flakes have been shipped and how 
many snowflakes are in one bottle 
of snow! Waring’s site claims they 
will ship snow to friends, family 
and enemies all while revolution-
izing the snow shipping industry. 
Recently, the website has teamed 
with the Massachusetts Coalition 
for the Homeless to raise money for 
the homeless population in Boston 
affected by the snow. When the 
snow melts Waring says he will 
try to ship snow from ice rinks and 
possibly charge more. However in 
the fall when the leaves change, he 
plans to ship New England’s Foli-
age using the site he has already 
set up, ShipFoliage.com. 

Massachusetts Man Starts ShipSnowYo.com
By Taylor Beagle

Shock Waves Ring Through Wall Street
By Kristina Sneath

Due to shares in the United 
States taking a hard fall, a financial 
shock wave rang through Ameri-
ca on Tuesday, March 10. Investi-
gators feared that the Federal Re-
serve would have to raise interest 
rates earlier than expected. As 
the dollar rises 1.4%, some won-
der how it will affect the market 
and even foreign trade. Investiga-
tors have worried about the dollar 
strengthening in value because it 
could hurt the profits of American 
firms which do business abroad, 
as their overseas income becomes 
worthless. However, the world of 
stocks is always changing and the 
ever-changing dollar has a big ef-
fect on the stock market. A strong 
dollar also makes firms struggle to 
compete with rival firms in other 
countries, which may be able to 
sell products more cheaply. Mean-

while, the looming effect of an in-
terest rate rise by the Federal Re-
serve is bad news for firms, which 
have benefited from borrowing 
cheaply as a result of record-low 
rates. The dollar is flexing its mus-
cles and causing considerable anx-
iety among investors. The idea of 
the rate rising sooner rather than 
later in the world’s largest econo-
my is a big factor behind the cur-
rency’s new-found strength. For 
the past few years, money has 
been pouring outside of the Unit-
ed States and into riskier assets 
in search of higher profits. Now, 
all that cash is flowing back in to 
America as the economy contin-
ues to power ahead. But the pace 
of the dollar’s rise is making some 
on Wall Street nervous. Will the 
United States economy be able to 
cope? 
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Health Regulations Dictate School Lunches Across the Nation
By Caraline LaForest

A common mindset when it comes 
to most school lunches is that they are 
gross, but why? Why don’t schools 
serve take out and gourmet meals? 
These are common questions among 
students who eat school lunches and 
breakfasts. 

The truth is simple; schools have 
guidelines that they are required to fol-
low. These guidelines limit both what 
kinds of foods a school can serve to 
their students and how much food they 
can serve. These types of guidelines 
are enforced in order to help provide 
a healthy environment within schools. 

There are programs, such as the 
National School Lunch Program, that 
are federally assisted meal programs  
which operate in over 100,000 pub-

lic and non-profit private schools and 
residential child care institutions. This 
type of program provides nutritional-
ly balanced, low-cost, or free lunches 
to more than 31 million children every 
school day in 2012. 

The Food and Nutrition Service 
administers the program at the fed-
eral level. At the state level, the Na-
tional School Lunch Program is usu-
ally administered by state education 
agencies, which operate the program 
through agreements with school food 
authorities.

School lunches must meet meal 
pattern and nutrition standards based 
on the latest Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans. The current meal pattern 
increases the availability of fruits, veg-

etables, and whole grains in the school 
menu. 

The meal pattern’s dietary specifi-
cations set  calorie limits to ensure age-
appropriate meals for grades K-5, 6-8, 
and 9-12. Other meal enhancements 
include gradual reductions in the sodi-
um content of the meals. While school 
lunches must meet Federal meal re-
quirements, decisions about what spe-
cific foods to serve and how they are 
prepared are made by local school food 
authorities.

So, before students blame schools 
because they aren’t happy with their 
lunches, they should remember that 
sometimes the picture is much bigger 
than they had previously assumed.

New Gambling Bill Passes
By Tierney Isaak

During the 
month of November, 
a bill went through 
legislature that 
would allow three 
new gambling games 
to Deadwood. Keno, 
craps, and roulette 
will be new to Dead-
wood this year after 
the bill was passed 
by congress in Feb-
ruary with a 7-1 vote. 

Many people 
have their opinions 
on whether it should 
have been passed or 
not, but it should 
bring in more mon-
ey for Deadwood. 
The tourists will 
have a wide variety 
of choices instead 
of always playing 
the slot machines 
or poker. Also, the 

people of Deadwood 
and surrounding ar-
eas that haven’t tried 
these games will now 
have their chance to. 

With these new 
games, it will al-
low Deadwood to 
compete with oth-
er states that also 
have the games, and 
people that live here 
won’t have to travel 
far to be able to play 
them.  The games 
now coming to 
Deadwood will al-
low for the diversity 
of gaming in Dead-
wood. 

This opportuni-
ty will bring in more 
tourists and bring 
in more money for 
Deadwood’s casi-
nos.

The Green Fever is Back
By Kristian Hanna

St. Patrick’s Day festivi-
ties were held in Deadwood on 
March 13-14. Fun festivities such 
as leprechaun races and a parade 
brought many people to town to 
have fun and celebrate the Irish 
holiday. 

Many may not know the 
reason for the celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day. The first St. Pat-
rick’s Day was celebrated in 
America in 1737, organized by 
the Charitable Irish Society of 
Boston, and included a feast and 
religious service. 

This first celebration of the 
holiday in the colonies was 
largely to honor and celebrate 
the Irish culture that so many 
colonists had been separated 
from.

Early celebrations continued 
this tradition. In New York, the 
first celebration took place as a 

small gathering at the home of 
an Irish protestant. St. Patrick’s 
Day parades were started in New 
York in 1762 by a group of Irish 
soldiers in the British military, 
who marched down Broadway. 

This began the tradition of a 
military theme in the parade, as 
they often feature marching mil-
itary unites. The holiday even-
tually evolved from the religious 
dinner into the holiday we know 
today.
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Basketball is a sport known 
to be important in the month of 
March. As the season came to a 
wrap, the Lead-Deadwood High 
School boys’ basketball team was 
able to experience playing at the 
Civic Center in Rapid City. But 
before they got there, they played 
Hot Springs. As plumbing was an 
issue at the high school that day, 
the team played in Spearfish at 
Black Hills State University on 
March 6. Playing Hot Springs back 
in January, they were able to come 
out with a win by only two points. 
March 6 brought out the best of 
the team, as they won by double 
digits. This brought the team to 
high spirits going into the Tuesday 

game against Saint Thomas More. 
 As the game started at sev-

en thirty, they started off close. In 
the second quarter, the Diggers 
were within seven points of STM 
and headed into halftime close be-
hind them. As the game went on, 
everyone played their hardest, 
however, they couldn’t quite bring 
out the win. The team effort and 
heart was there, but there was not 
enough time on the clock to show. 
As the eight seniors played their 
last game together, it was hard for 
the fans to watch the last of the 
show. Great leaders will never be 
forgotten on a team that plays to-
gether like the family they will al-
ways be.

Boys ’  Baske tba l l  Ends  Season  on  a  H igh  No te
By Stacey Anderson

Bridger Larson looks for someone to pass to.

Jackson Percy attempts to get past a Hot Springs player on March 6.

Jett Rogers sprints toward the basket in a 
game against Hot Springs. 

Zach Ulmer gets ready to shoot a three.
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Vars i ty  Bea ts  Facu l ty  in  Over t ime Thr i l l e r
By Kristian Hanna

This year’s annual Varsity vs. 
Faculty game was on Tuesday, 
March 24. The game is played ev-
ery year at the end of the basket-
ball season and is a great way for 
the staff and the basketball mem-
bers to get together for a friendly 
way to settle the feud between stu-
dents and teachers.

This year’s faculty line-up in-
cluded Joe Williams, Zach Wevik, 
Jon Lane, Perry Stulken, Ryan 
Gatch, Jason Boeding, Josh Mo-
rovits, Matt Campbell, Tom Ties-
zen, and Beau Voegeli. The faculty 
team was coached by Will Malde.

The varsity line-up included 
Jackson Percy, Jett Rogers, Zach 

Ulmer, Bridger Larson, Aidan Lau-
renti, Joel Fish, Cole Gackle, Cobi 
Stokes, Brett Mattson, Max Nel-
son, Dillon Burns, and Jack Egemo. 
The varsity team was coached by 
Caleb Percy and assisted by Stac-
ey Anderson and Courtney Gould. 

The first half did not go as the 
varsity had planned. They were 
down 18 points at the end of the 
first half. However, the varsity 
came out hot the second half. They 
cut the lead and, with seconds re-
maining in the game, Jett Rogers 
hit a three to tie the game and send 
it into over-time. The varsity came 
out victorious 64-62 in a very fun 
and exciting game.

Bridger Larson blocks Mr. Tieszen from the 
basket.

Joel Fish tries to get away from Mr. Richards.

Jett Rogers runs past Mr Boeding.Mr. Lane takes a shot from the three-point line. 
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It’s about that time for some Digger 
Baseball! The Lead Deadwood High 
School baseball team has started their 
practice in the beginning of March to 
prepare for their first game on March 
31 in Sturgis. 

With about 20 kids joining the 
team, they have been practicing off 
season as well by lifting two times a 
week, and some players have been 
doing more by joining Coach Gatch’s 
commitment program. 

Bob Nelson, the LDHS baseball 
coach, opened up the Lead armory so 
that they could practice on their pitch-
ing, catching, hitting, and ground balls. 

Junior Colt Nelson, who has been 
playing High School baseball since 
he was in the 8th grade, stated that 
he would really like for the younger 
kids to look up to the upper classmen 
and learn from them so they can be 
the leaders of the team in the future. 
He hopes that the younger players will 
get out of their shyness and ask more 
questions so they can build as a team.

Nelson was asked what his goal for 
the season was, and his response was, 
“My ultimate goal, just like every year, 
is to make it to state and, if not state, 
definitely playoffs. All I want is for ev-
eryone on the team to have fun and 

make great memories. We just hope 
we have our fans to come and support 
us like we did last year.” 

Cole Kuchenbecker is the only se-
nior as of right now and he has played 
all four years of high school. When 
asked what will be the biggest chal-
lenge to face this season, Kuchenbeck-
er replied, “Our biggest challenge will 
be getting the ‘W’ over STM. As long 
as we keep a clear mind and play a fun-
damental baseball game, this shouldn’t 
be a problem. Having lots of support 
from our fans certainly help keep our 
heads up and hopes high.”  

This is the second year of having 
the robotics team and there is a new 
coach this year. 

Mr. Jason Boeding took over the 
Robotics team after Mr. John Thayer 
moved away. This year they have had 
a lot more competitions, and they also 
had one of the competitions at the high 
school. 

The Robotics team has left for the 
2015 FIRST Robotics Competition in 
Denver, where they will get to com-
pete with other school across the Unit-
ed States. 

This is the second time that our 
Robotics team has gone to the Denver 
competition. They left on Wednesday, 
March 26 and they will be staying for 

the rest of the week. 
The robot that they put together  

had to be able to throw and pick up a 
ball. The robotics team recieved sec-
ond place at the Regional Tournament 
in Denver. This means that they have 
qualified for Nationals in St. Louis on 
April 22-25. 

Lead-Deadwood Post 31 Baseball Season Begins March 31
By Ashley Sales

Robotics Team Competes at FIRST Regional Competition
By Tierney Isaak

Girls’ Golf Starts with an Upswing for a First Place Win
By Courtney Gould

Golf season for the girls started out 
with practice on March 9.  The girls 
didn’t get to the golf course so they 
started out their first week by walk-
ing, rather than being in gym three 
hitting whiffle balls.  This year, there 
are seven high school students on the 
team and one manager.  Ally Specht 
is the manager for the golf team this 
year.  Courtney Gould is the one se-
nior on the team, Suyi Shim is the only 
junior, Taylor Beagle and Sydney Auld 
are both sophomores, and Emily Fox, 
Hailey Trewella, and Gracie Kosters 

are the freshman.  The team is return-
ing with four of the five varsity team 
members from last year: Gould, Bea-
gle, Auld, and Fox.  Specht decided to 
manage rather than play, leaving the 
team looking for a fifth varsity mem-
ber.  The first meet of the year, and the 
only meet in March, was a home meet 
at Elkhorn.  

The meet on March 26 was a trian-
gular between the Diggers, the Spear-
fish Spartans, and the Sturgis Scoo-
pers.  At this meet, the girls took first 
place with a team score of 183 over the 

Spartan’s second place score of 198.  
The top four players who contribut-
ed to the team score came from Gould, 
43, Auld, 45, Beagle, 47, and Fox, 48.  
Kosters shot a 58 while Trewhella shot 
a 64.  The team’s goal for the year is 
to make it to state once again.  It’s the 
other side of the state’s turn to host 
and the South Dakota State Girls’ Golf 
‘A’ tournament will be held in Madi-
son this year.  The five players on the 
varsity team will be traveling to Rap-
id City to a meet hosted by St. Thom-
as More on April 2.



Monday, March 30, 2015 Page 7NEWS

ISIS- What is the Draw?
By Jarod Skvicalo

 The concept of hope is strange, yet somehow integral to all of 
us, not from an evolutionary standpoint, but rather from the standpoint 
of the human experience. Hope is the force that drives us in everything 
we do, and can give us the spark that is necessary to achieve all that 
we contemplate. Some find hope in art, some find hope in knowledge, 
and some find hope in charity. But what happens to those who do not 
find hope in any of the traditional ways? It seems recently that the well-
known terrorist organization ISIS has been seeking those who have yet 
to find hope in their life by offering them an opportunity at glory and 
fame fighting to advance the ISIS agenda. To most Americans, the idea 
of leaving our home country to fight for an organization that thrives on 
publicizing the most atrocious crimes against humanity is ridiculous. 
However, this idea seems to be spreading with increasing quickness and 
intensity. Most recently, it has spread to three men residing in Brook-
lyn, New York. Abdurasul Hasanovich, 24, and Akhror Saidakhmetov, 
19, were arrested on Feb. 25 on charges of plotting to travel to Syria to 
join the Islamic State. A third man, Abror Habibov, 30, was charged 
with organizing and funding their activities. From the perspective of a 
normal American, it seems ludicrous to leave our home country to fight 
for a terrorist organization on the other side of the globe. However, per-
haps it was not a matter of finding hope for these people. A majority of 
the people who intend to or have succeeded in leaving the nation to join 
ISIS have been of Muslim descent, and perhaps have done so in an at-
tempt to display or reinforce their radical Muslim beliefs. However, the 
motive behind such actions is, for all intents and purposes, meaningless. 
The fact of the matter is we can never win the fight against an organi-
zation such as ISIS if they have the power to reach out to our nation’s 
youth and persuade them to join their cause. Until we find a way to dis-
suade people from joining ISIS, we can never truly defeat the menace 
that has plagued Iraq and Syria for years. 

Three-Parent Babies Becomes a Possibility for 2016
By Courtney Gould

In the United Kingdom, it is esti-
mated that as many as 150 three-par-
ent babies could be born each year 
starting in 2016.  There are many eth-
ical concerns with babies having three 
genetic parents. However, this tech-
nique can stop genetic diseases from 
being passed from a mother to a child.  

The types of diseases prevented 
through this method are mitochondri-
al diseases.  The defective mitochon-
dria are only passed down to a child 
through the mother.  These diseases 
can lead to muscle wasting, brain dam-
age, blindness, and heart failure.  This 
genetic disease could prove to be fatal 
to a child, but this could be prevent-
ed through this creation of babies with 
three people. The method of creating 

babies through three parents is consid-
ered “life-saving” by many people.  

There are two methods, embryo 
repair and egg repair.  With embryo 
repair, an egg from the intended moth-
er and an egg from the donor are fer-
tilized from the intended father, which 
creates two different embryos.  The 
nuclei from each of the embryos are 
removed and the nucleus from the em-
bryo with the donor is destroyed.  The 
nucleus from the intended parents’ 
embryo is inserted to the donor em-
bryo.  The embryo from the donor and 
the intended father has healthy mito-
chondria so that the intended mothers’ 
DNA is passed to the child, but not the 
unhealthy mitochondria.  

With egg repair, the eggs from the 

intended mother with damaged mi-
tochondria and the donor with the 
healthy mitochondria are collected.  
The nucleus is removed from the eggs 
are removed and the nucleus from the 
donor is also destroyed.  The nucle-
us from the intended mother is insert-
ed into the egg of the donor with the 
healthy mitochondria and then fertil-
ized by the sperm.  

Through these methods, the baby 
is still receiving the intended mother’s 
DNA, but avoiding the mitochondria 
that could cause the baby to have a 
life-threatening disease.  Though there 
is much speculation about how ethi-
cal creating babies from three genet-
ic parents, this method is actually life-
saving. 
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Cryptogram
http://www.puzzlemesilly.com

more Cliches

Solutions

1. When at first you don’t succeed, try try again
2. When the going gets tough, the tough gets going
3. Rome was not built in one day
4. If at first you don’t succeed, destroy all evidence that suggests you tried
5. The road to success is always under construction
6. If all else fails, manipulate the data
7. If at first you don’t succeed, redefine success 
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Anderson’s Advice for the Month of March
By Stacy Anderson

March, the month that everything should be coming 
together for students. Anyone in the Senior Class feeling 
stressed? Feeling relieved? Feeling emotional? That’s what 
the month of March is all about. Senior papers are com-
pleted, scholarships are turned in, and schools or jobs are 
being picked out. Now what is left? Senior projects are be-
ing put together, mentor hours should be wrapping up, and 
the senior presentation needs to be progressing rapidly. Se-
niors should be signing up with Ms. Barbara Fosheim during 
her maroon one class period or SRB to practice presenting 
senior projects. Seniors, along with the rest of the school, 
should be working hard on getting their community service 
hours done. Remember, community service hours ARE RE-
QUIRED to graduate. 

Juniors have SRB time with Mrs. Amanda Bender for 
ACT prep classes. These are helpful for getting used to the 
time frame that you have to work with during the actu-
al test. 

As prom is coming up, here are some tips to remem-
ber. Make sure your prom group has planned when to get 
ready, when to eat, and when to take pictures. Grand March 
will begin at 5:00 p.m. on April 25 with the dance to fol-
low. Juniors have been working hard to put prom together. 
They have picked the Roundhouse for the dance and the 
High School for Grand March and Post Prom. The theme is 
Arabian Nights and everyone is expecting prom to be a fun 
time! With only a month left till Prom and Senior Projects, 
let the events partake!

Baum’s Monthly Interviews: “Get to Know Your Classmates”
By: Aisha Baum

Ally Engel (Freshman): 
What do you like most about 
being a freshman?
A. People are always so nice.
What’s your favorite class?
A. Lunch.
Do you believe in aliens?
A. Yes.
Who’s the most famous per-
son you have met or seen?
A. Luke Bryan.
What is your dream car?
A. 69 Chevy Camaro.

Ashley Sales (Senior):
Who’s your idol?
A. My grandma, because she is 
a nice lady and a loving person 
who makes good food. 
If you could be any animated 
character, who would it be?
A. Ariel, so that I could be a 
mermaid. 
What fashion trend do you 
wish would go away?
A. Choker necklaces.
What’s it like to be 18 and an 
adult?
A. I don’t feel any different ex-
cept that it means graduation is 
soon. 
What about prom are you 
looking forward to the most?
A. Post Prom.

Tommy Sperlin (Junior):
Have you ever had a near death 
experience?
A. Multiple times.
Do you believe in Big Foot?
A. I am big foot.
What’s your favorite activity to 
do in the Black Hills?
A. Snowboard.
How would your friends de-
scribe you?
A. Ask my friends.
Where would you go if you had 
a time machine?
A. Wood Stock.

Philip Madsen (Sophomore):
What’s your favorite NFL 
Team?
A. Seattle Seahawks.
If you could have any super-
power, what would it be?
A. Super-strength.
What do you want to do when 
you grow up?
A. I want to become a mechan-
ical engineer.
What’s your greatest strength 
and weakness?
A. My greatest strength is prob-
lem-solving and my greatest 
weakness is my lack of disci-
pline.
If you were having a dinner 
party and could invite any 
three people, who would it be?
A. Bill Gates, James D. Rocke-
feller, and Stan Lee.
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Robotics Club Participates in World Championships
By Tierney Isaak

Robotics club provides hands-on experience for club members. The mem-
bers use creativity and higher order thinking to solve problems with their de-
signs. Mr. Jason Boeding, course instructor led his students to state, regional, 
and world competitions. 

Students placed second at the state level in the VEX competition, second 
in the FRC (First Robotics Competition) in Denver, Colorado giving them the 
opportunity to compete in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology) world championships in St. Louis, Missouri April 22-25. 

This year was the first time that South Dakota schools were represented at 
the world championships. A team from Rapid City placed first in Denver and 
the two teams traveled together to the competition in St. Louis. The team had 
to raise $10,000 dollars to compete in St. Louis. Individuals and businesses 
donated to the cause helping get the team the money necessary to participate 
in this great opportunity.

Philip Madsen said, “It [the year] went a lot better than last year. This year 
it seemed like we did more designing and we practice more this year com-
pared to last.” He also mentioned that he had a blast with robotics this year.

Boeding, who has been with LDHS for one year, is leaving to accept a 
position with the Douglas school system so the Robotics class and club will 
need a new leader.
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Dirksen To Take Teaching Talents To Florida 
By Caraline LaForest

LDHS says farewell to long-time 
science teacher, Mrs. Robin Dirksen. 
Dirksen has been teaching for 21 years 
with 15 of those at LDHS. 

Throughout her career, Dirksen 
has taught courses such as Biology, 
Advanced Biology, Chemistry, Phys-
ical Science, Anatomy and Physiolo-
gy, Earth Science, College Biology, and 
Physical Education. 

 Dirksen is moving her teach-
ing talent to Florida. In Florida, she 
will be teaching at the Villages Charter 
High School- Advanced Academy; the 
Villages, Florida and Adjunct Faculty 
for Lake Sumter State College. Here, 
she will be teaching College Biology, 
Chemistry, and Honors Chemistry.

Dirksen was asked how she felt 
about leaving LDHS and starting a new 
chapter in her life, she said, “It was 
a difficult decision because I love my 
students and the curricula that I teach. 
I will miss the Englewood Springs Proj-
ect, and everyone here at the school.  I 
feel very blessed that over the last 15 

years I have had awesome kids, and I 
am so proud of them. 

One of the biggest factors in my 
decision to leave is the prospect of 
teaching many more students than I 
can here. It’s a bigger school that of-
fers 79 college credits that students can 
take to any Florida Credential institu-
tion. Last year the high school gradu-
ated their first class of students with 
Associates Degrees.  I hope all my stu-
dents will keep in touch and let me 
know what they’re up to.”

While at LDHS, Dirksen has 
pushed her students to succeed in and 
out of the classroom. She brings an el-
ement to teaching science that keeps 
students engaged. Dirksen is definitely 
a valued member of the LDHS teaching 
staff and she will be missed immense-
ly by her students and fellow faculty 
members.

Nathan Finster

Danielle Brown

2015 Students of the Year
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New Requirements for NHS Narrow Down Potential Members
By Aisha Baum

National Honor Society has made 
some positive new changes for enroll-
ing members. The organization’s new 
direction was initiated after Ms. Bet-
ty Fink filled Ms. Rose Emanuel’s po-
sition as advisor. Fink had previous 
experience as NHS advisor when she 
taught in Colorado. She used her ex-
perience and knowledge of the soci-
ety to beneficially influence the club 
at LDHS. 

To be a part of National Honor So-
ciety, students must now have a 3.5 
GPA. This changed from years past, 
where the requirement was a 3.5 GPA 
as a junior and a 3.25 GPA as a se-
nior. The raised standards for admit-

tance into the club will ensure that the 
members continually fulfill the schol-
arly principle of the organization. 

Another change impacted the 
course of initiation into the organiza-
tion. To become part of NHS, students 
must fill out an application, which in-
cludes an essay. This prepares students 
early on for any scholarship or col-
lege applications they may encounter 
during their senior year. The submit-
ted applications are then reviewed by 
a board of LDHS staff members, who 
decide who will be accepted into the 
organization. 

As well as a more difficult applica-
tion process, junior members are also 

initiated their sophomore year into 
NHS. A banquet is held every spring 
to recognize the members, and as of 
this year to officially initiate new soph-
omore members into the organization. 
In years past, there was no initiation 
ceremony, so Fink introduced this 
NHS tradition to the organization. 

Sophomores were initiated into 
NHS for their junior year. Every soph-
omore who applied this year was ac-
cepted, this includes Taylor Beagle, 
Brett Mattson, Alexis Simpson, Alli-
son Specht, Caleb Percy, Colt Bradley, 
Sydney Auld, Ashlyn Hemmah, Nat-
alie Pinske, Brianna Tish, and Ange-
liese Wisdom.

Spanish Students Prepare for Trip to Mexico this Month
By Taylor Beagle

For the first time since 2007, Span-
ish students are headed to Mexico this 
summer! Sydney Auld, Jarod Skvicalo, 
Jacob Alley, Thad Kulp, Paige Barth-
el, Nathan Finster, and Isabel Freder-
icksen decided to participate in the trip 
that Spanish teacher Mrs. Peggy More-
no organized. 

Also going on the trip as chaper-
ons are Jim and Terri Alley, Casey Fin-
ster, and Barney Gorin. The trip will 
be taking place May 28-June 7 in Mex-
ico City, Playa del Carmen, and Mer-
ida. The trip is going to be full of fun, 
interesting, and historical sites. In Mex-

ico City, the group will be visiting the 
Pyramids of Teotihuacan, the Basilica 
of Guadalupe, Chapultepec Park, Pala-
cio de Bellas Artes, and Xolchimilco, to 
name a few. In Merida, they will visit 
places such as the wildlife refuge of Ce-
lestun, and a walking excursion of the 
Centro Historico.

Moreno stated that her favorite 
part of the trip is getting the oppor-
tunity to expand her classroom so her 
students can experience what she loves 
and tells stories about in class firsthand. 
She said students will benefit from the 
trip, “Traveling allows students to see 

the world and experience new things 
that they would never get the chance to 
do here. They see the rest of the world 
doesn’t live like we do in Lead. They 
learn to appreciate what they have, as 
well as appreciate other cultures and 
ways of doing things.”  

Students tend to enjoy the ceno-
te, which is an underground well they 
get to swim in, and the beach is always 
a hit. They are always amazed at the 
size of Mexico City and how different-
ly people there live. Everything is so 
new to them that everything is enjoy-
able in some way. 

2015
NHS

Members
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Beginning with the 
shooting of Treyvan Martin 
in 2012 and continuing to-
day with the death of Walter 
Scott and others, the rapidly 
blurring line between police 
brutality and justified use of 
deadly force has been at the 
forefront of American news. 
In some cases, like the Mi-
chael Brown shooting in Fer-
guson, a case can be made 
for the justifiability of the po-
lice officer’s actions. In oth-
ers, like the Eric Garner case 
in New York, the use of dead-
ly force was blatantly unjus-
tifiable, and Eric Garner was 
certainly a case of police bru-
tality. With ever mounting 
tension surrounding the po-
lice force and their use of 
deadly action, particularly 
between the police and Afri-
can American communities, 
a small group of police offi-

cers have vocalized their con-
cern about the rules and jus-
tifiability concerning deadly 
force. In 1981, research was 
conducted by Dennis Tuel-
ler, a self-defense instructor 
teaching police how to de-
fend knife attacks, into the 
acceptable circumstances un-
der which police are justified 
in using deadly force. Name-
ly, Tueller investigated the 
distance a charging suspect 
must be away from an offi-
cer before they are justified in 
drawing and using their fire-
arm. Tueller found that in the 
average time it took a police 
officer to draw, aim, and fire 
his or her weapon, the sus-
pect could cover an average 
distance of about 21 feet. 

Published in SWAT mag-
azine the following year, what 
became known as the “21 foot 
rule” became the standard ac-

ceptable distance a suspect 
could be from an officer be-
fore the officer was justified 
in drawing his or her weapon. 
The 21-foot rule was taught in 
police academies around the 
country, and was the stan-
dard rule followed by po-
lice, even in recent shoot-
ings such as the Michael 
Brown incident in Ferguson. 
That is, it was the rule until 
Chuck Wexler, the executive 
director of the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum, called 
into question the credibility 
and usefulness of the 21-foot 
rule. At a recent conference 
in Washington, Wexler pro-
posed a new tactic for avoid-
ing situations that might re-
quire the use of deadly force 
called de-escalation. 

De-escalation propos-
es that officers simply take 
a step back from an attack-

ing suspect in order to buy 
themselves time to determine 
the necessary course of ac-
tion. However, will this new 
tactic of de-escalation truly 
prove to be effective? After 
an officer takes this proposed 
step away from the suspect, 
they are still faced with the 
decision as to whether or 
not deadly force is warrant-
ed. While de-escalation does 
call for preliminary surveying 
of the situation, it is difficult 
to tell solely based on premise 
as to whether or not de-esca-
lation will truly be effective. 
Though change is needed in 
the way that officers use and 
justify deadly force, only time 
can tell if de-escalation, once 
it is implemented, will truly 
be the solution to the growing 
tension between police and 
the citizens they are charged 
to protect. 

When we enter fast food restaurants, more often than not 
a teenager is the first to greet you. Other times, it is a middle 
aged adult working to make ends meet. 

As most of us work when we are not in school, we real-
ize the capability necessary to perform jobs such as this one, 
and agree that though they can be trying at times, they are not 
difficult as a whole. In fact, most people would likely agree 
that jobs such as this should not garner much more than min-
imum wage. 

However, recently, a trend has been sweeping fast food 
restaurants across the nation. Fast food employees have begun 
walking out of their places of employment and refusing to re-
turn until they’re making a cushy $15 per hour. They claim that 
this is justified on the grounds that they deserve to “live com-
fortably” and to an extent that is very true, all human beings 
deserve to live comfortably with all the necessities required to 
fulfill their needs. However, this recent strike begs the ques-
tion; do fast food workers really deserve $15 per hour? 

In order to answer this question, we first should examine 
some nationwide averages. First of all, $15 per hour, assuming 
a 40 hour work week and weekends off, is roughly $30,000 
per year. The average Emergency Medical Technician, or 
EMT, makes around $35,000 per year. The average first-year 
teacher in South Dakota makes around $32,000, and the av-

erage medical lab technician makes around $41,000. 
Now, compare the amount of skill and training that goes 

into jobs like teaching or being an EMT or lab tech, as well 
as the inherent worth of these jobs to society to the skills re-
quired to be a fast food employee and the inherent worth of 
such a position to society, and the answer becomes clear. Fast 
food employees do not deserve $15 per hour. Fast food posi-
tions are generally looked on as something that people do to 
fill time while they’re working other jobs or going to school, 
not as a career path, and should be paid as such. 

This is not to say that people who work at fast food po-
sitions are not worth anything to society, as every person has 
value to society. But the truth of the matter is that fast food 
employees, who need only to walk down the street and fill out 
an application, do not deserve to make the same as an Emer-
gency Medical Technician who went to school for years and 
save lives for a living. The two positions simply do not share 
the same value to society. 

Though all fast food employees indeed have the right to 
live comfortably, they also have the obligation to make a com-
fortable living for themselves the old fashioned way, through 
hard work, sacrifice, and perseverance, rather than storming 
out of their place of employment and refusing to work until 
they are handed what they want. 

By Jarod Skvicalo

By Jarod Skvicalo

Lines Blur Between Police Brutality and Justified Use of Deadly Force

Do fast food workers really deserve $15 per hour? 
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Diggers Girls’ Golf Team Obtains Region 4A Championship
By Taylor Beagle

Through cold weather and rainy 
conditions, the girls’ golf team brought 
home the Region 4A Championship 
on May 7 at the Rocky Knolls Golf 
Course in Custer. The young varsi-
ty team made of five golfers, Court-
ney Gould (senior), Taylor Beagle 
(sophomore), Sydney Auld (soph-
omore), Emily Fox (freshman), and 
Gracie Kosters (freshman), showed 
their ability to shoot well under pres-
sure. When the front nine was look-
ing grim, with the girls in third be-
hind Hot Springs shooting a 193, Belle 
Fourche shooting a 194, and Lead 

shooting a 195, the team felt more de-
termined than ever to make a come-
back. Four of the five players shot 
better on the back and surged forward 
to make a huge comeback.

Individually, Courtney Gould 
and Emily Fox led the team with 91s. 
Gould and Fox went 48 on the front 
but both came back with a 43 on 
the back. Beagle and Auld struggled 
throughout the day but were able to 
pull it together for respectable scores, 
Beagle going 47 on the front and 48 
on the back, and Auld going 53 on 
the front and 51 on the back. Kosters, 

a freshman and first year golfer, was 
nervous going into her first big meet 
but was able to shoot a respectable 
score and will be joining her team-
mates at State. Three of the golfers 
earned a place in the top 10, Gould 
6th, Fox 7th, and Beagle 9th. 

 The girls ended up beating 
Hot Springs by 4 strokes and Belle 
Fourche by 11. All three teams and all 
finishers in the top 19 qualified to go 
to the State Class A golf tournament 
that will take place May 18-19. Best of 
luck to the golf girls as they represent 
the Diggers in Madison!

Courtney Gould chips on to the number four green.
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Track
By Megan Erickson

Track season has taken off and with track 
comes lots of hours of practice and hard work 
for all the athletes involved. Practice started 
on March 16 and the athletes have been prac-
ticing hard everyday for the past several weeks 
showing the coaches much improvement. 

About forty athletes are out for track and 
are very excited for the season. The first track 
meet was in Douglas on March 28. This meet 
was very successful for many of the athletes. 
Jade Derby took first place in triple jump as 
well as qualified for state with her jump. The 
freshmen were represented by Carolyn Groeger 
who took first place in the 300 hurdles. Many 
other athletes did a great job at this meet and 
overall the first track meet was a success. 

Following the Douglas meet, the athletes 
went to Rapid City on April 2. This was a 
very big meet for being only the second meet 
of the track season. The Diggers did their best 
and many placed within the top eight in their 
events. This meet was definitely an exciting 
one for Jett Rogers who qualified for state in 
pole vault. 

The next track meet was in Douglas, where 
Aisha Baum placed fourth in discus as well as 
Zach Pearson placing first in shot put. The 
coaches are optimistic for how this year’s sea-
son will turn out and are looking forward to 
coaching this bunch of kids on their way to 
success.

Senior Nathan Finster

Freshman Saige Van TasselSenior Cobi Stokes
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Echo BauerPaige  BarthelStacey AndersonTaylor Andersen 

Danielle BrownBrooke BialasElizabeth BelmontesAisha Baum

Jacob EggersTrinity EckhartColton CudmoreTyler Chipman

Class of



Page 8 Friday, May 15, 2015NEWS

Joel FishNathan FinsterMark EverettMegan Erickson

Lauren GroegerCourtney GouldCole GackleKaitlin Fredericksen 

Cole KuchenbeckerTierney IsaakLayne HughesHailee Hertel

Caraline LaForest Bridger  Larson Aidan Laurenti Selena Mascarenas
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Jackson PercyClacy PercyJames PeggKaylee McCullock

Jett RogersAlyssa RobbinsSelena ReyesRylan  Rakow

Laura SartainAshley SalesColton Roszel Samantha Rogers

The Class of 2015’s 
graduation ceremony is be-
ing held in Gym 1 on Sun-
day, May 17 at 2:00 p.m. 

The speaker for grad-
uation is Ms. Robin Dirk-
sen, who was selected by 
the Class of 2015. Sine this 
is Dirksen’s last year at 
LDHS, the Class of 2015 

felt it was appropriate to 
appoint her as speaker. 
Mr. Kip Mau, school liai-
son officer, was also cho-
sen by the students as class 
presenter. This year’s class 
song is “Worth it” by Time-
flies, the class will walk out 
of the gym to the song after 
the ceremony. The Class of 

2015’s class colors are sil-
ver and black. Along with 
class song and class color, 
the class flower is the Lo-
tus and the class motto is 
“Where the present ends, 
the future begins.” 

The LDHS band will be 
playing before and after the 
ceremony. Class president 

and Student Body Presi-
dent, Clacy Percy, will be 
speaking on behalf of the 
Senior Class. For all the 
students who are gradu-
ating this year, graduation 
is a time of tradition and 
celebration, and everyone 
should be proud of what 
they have accomplished.

By Megan Erickson
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Zachary Ulmer

Zachary Sullivan 

Class of 2015
Class Motto:

”Where the present ends, the future begins.”
Class Song:

”Worth It”- Timeflies 
Class Flower:

Lotus
Class Color:

Black & Silver
Class Presenter:

Officer Kip Mau
Commencement Address: 

Ms. Robin Cochran Dirksen

Austin Scholl Lavinia  Sherman Cobi Stokes Joey Strutton

Keeley Wainman

Lei’ani Wieringa Marron Williams



Prom 2015 Roy-
al Court Back Row 
L-R: Jackson Per-
cy, Tommy Sperlin, 
Wade Shoop, Cam-
eron Enright, Bridg-
er Larson, and Jett 
Rogers. Middle Row: 
Clacy Percy, Eve-
lyn Groeger, Stacey 
Anderson, and Aisha 
Baum. Front Row: 
Hannah Rogers and 
Hanah Cerkoney.

Senior Prom King 
Bridger Larson and 
Queen Stacey Ander-
son.

Right: Junior Prince 
Cameron Enright 
and Princess Evelyn 
Groeger.

Prom 2015
“This Magic Moment”



The Junior Prom 
Committee made 
the magic happen. 
Back Row L-R: Reil-
ly Andresen, Miran-
da Gallagher, Jarod 
Skvicalo, Sydnee Ha-
mann, and Rachel 
Eggers. Middle Row 
L-R: Taylor Statler, 
Evelyn Groeger, Ha-
nah Cerkoney, Han-
nah Rogers, and Jade 
Derby. Front Row 
L-R: Shari Croft and 
Melinda Grass.

Brigham Williams 
and Shari Croft 
enjoy a moment 
in front of the el-
ephant during 
Grand March.

Prom is a topic that gets most everyone a little ex-
cited. For seniors, it’s a last chance to get dressed up and 
spend time with your friends. For juniors and other under-
classmen, it’s a time to spend with good friends and make 
memories. This year’s theme was “This Magic Moment,” 
and the dance was held at the Homestake Chophouse from 
8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Members participated in the Grand 
March at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium  as well 
as giving a thank you to the prom committee before crown-
ing the prom royalty. First, the junior prince and princess 
were announced as Cameron Enright and Evelyn Groeger. 
Then the Senior King and Queen, Bridger Larson and Sta-
cey Anderson, were crowned. 

A rose was given to the other ladies that were nomi-

nated but did not win. Afterward everyone loaded up and 
headed to the dance. Tickets were sold at $12.50 for one 
ticket or $25.00 for two. Students and their dates enjoyed 
dancing and singing to the music provided. After the dance, 
the prom goers headed back over to high school for the post 
prom activities which included a variety of games and auc-
tion items. For many students this is the best part of prom 
because you get to play games and have some fun with 
friends. 

If you have the opportunity to go to prom or post prom 
next year or if you’re still on the fence about attending, you 
should go. Prom is a chance to make memories and spend 
one last time with all your high school friends just having 
fun and looking great. 

The Magic Took Place in Three Locations
By Kristina Sneath
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LDHS Baseball Season Swings into Action
By Ashley Sales

The Varsity Golddigger baseball team is doing very well 
this season. Their first regular season game was at Sturgis 
on March 31, resulting in a defeat, 2-3. However, the JV 
team did very well with a victory against Sturgis by 13-3 
that same day. 

The JV team lost a second baseman and catcher, fresh-
man, Anthony Corkins, due to an arm injury that cost him 
this year’s high school baseball season, but there could be 
a chance that he could play summer baseball. The Diggers 
also had a scrimmage against Douglas on Friday, April 3 
at home. They won that game 9-4.  Varsity player Dillon 
Burns was asked in the beginning of the season his thoughts 
for this year and what he thinks they should improve on. He 

said, “I think this season will be a winning one for sure. We 
have a lot of kids out on the team with a lot of talent. We 
definitely need to work on our hitting, especially after the 
Sturgis game where we had only one hit the entire game, 
so that’s a big problem we have, but we have been work-
ing on that in practice so we can get better!” 

The team has shown improvement over the past month 
by winning many games. Saturday, April 25 the team played 
against Billings, Montana, which ended in a defeat of 3-8 at 
home. This was the day of prom, so not many of the play-
ers were able to play but the boys still tried their best just 
like any other game. Now onto the field to practice for the 
upcoming games and hopefully state!

Reilly Andresen lines one up the middle.
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Bridger Larson, senior 
If you were president, what’s the 
first thing you would do?

Have a war on poverty. 
If you were to write a book, what 
would it be about?

 How water changed my life.
Advice for juniors about being a se-
nior?

Get your stuff done, take a lot of 
art classes, and suck up to teach-
ers.

What are your plans for the sum-
mer?

Work, sleep, lake.
What is the best advice you were 
ever given?

See the light in people and act 
like that’s all you see.

Jaedyn Mehlberg, junior 
Favorite food?

Pizza.
What was the last lie you told?

I don’t know where the rest of 
the cookies went.

If you could spend the day with any 
celebrity, who would it be?

Evan Peters.
What are you most excited and wor-
ried about for being a senior next 
year?

I’m excited that it’s my senior 
year and having the excitement 
that comes with it and I’m wor-
ried about senior projects and 
getting it all done.

What is your favorite childhood 
memory?

Camping. 

Maddie Anderson, sophomore
What is your favorite holiday and 
why?

Christmas because family comes 
together and I get presents.

Worst injury you’ve ever had?
When I was a baby, I broke my 
arm.

What was your most embarrassing 
moment?

When I ripped my pants on the 
playground.

What was the first thought you had 
when you woke up this morning?

I don’t think in the morning.
If you could change your name, 
what would it be?

Alexis Simpson.

Alex Ulmer, freshman
Describe your perfect date.

Long walk on the beach.
What was the last picture you took 
with your phone?

Elk Antlers.
Dream vacation?
Climbing Mt. Everest.
What famous person do people tell 
you that you most resemble?

Lloyd from Dumb and Dumber.
What do you spend the most mon-
ey on?

Outdoor activities.

By Aisha Baum

Director Barbara Fosheim and her cast debuted their 
spring play, Oscar Wilde’s The Canterville Ghost.  The play 
begins with the Otis family moving into the Canterville Cas-
tle, which is haunted by the ghost of Sir Simon. Because of 
his past, cowardly Sir Simon is doomed to roam and haunt 
the halls of the castle unless a girl of pureness can set his spir-
it free. Ms. Fosheim and her cast’s take on the play made for 
an enjoyable performance that acquired a copious amount of 
laughter from the audience. 

The cast included the following: Nathan Finster as Sir 
Simon, Selena Mascarenas as Lady Canterville, Reilly An-
dresen as Hiram Otis, Kaeler Quenzer as Mrs. Otis, Danielle 
Brown as Virginia Otis, Laura Sartain as Miriam Otis, Keeley 
Wainman as Marilyn Otis, and Brianna Tish as Mrs. Umney. 
The tech crew included Mr. Burgoyne and Rose Losey.  

In an interview with senior Nathan Finster, he remarked 
“Everyone really put in the time and effort for this play, and 
that really reflected on our performances.” He then began 
speaking about what it felt like to be at the end of his high 
school career of performing: “This was definitely a bitter 
sweet moment because this was this last time that I’d be per-
forming with these people.” Finster went on to add, “But, I’m 
really excited to see what performing will be like in college.”

The cast and crew showcased two performances Friday, 
April 10 and Saturday, April 11.

Baum’s Monthly Interviews: “Get To Know Your Classmates”

Ghost Roams and Haunts Family
By Caraline LaForest

The Canterville Ghost, (Nate Finster) tries to scare 
Keeley Wainman, one of the Otis family twins.
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Many Gather for 75th Birthday Celebration
By McKayla Norton

Lead-Deadwood High School turned 75-years old with a reunion/birth-
day party celebrated by over 500 alumni, past and present staff members, 
and many current student attendees. The roots of LDHS are humble with 
the first school established in 1877 in a log house on North Bleeker St. Lat-
er, the first high school was built on Central Campus in 1895. The current 
high school, once known, as a “super school” was built at 320 South Main 
St. when slippage caused by underground mining appeared to undermine the 
solvency of Central Campus. 

Birthday celebrants gathered at the Historic Lead Opera House, Sept. 18 
to have something to eat, listen to music, and rekindle old friendships. On 
Sept. 19 many activities were planned: a reunion choir and band, tours of the 
building, historic photos in the library, a program in the auditorium and a 
luncheon held at the high school. Tables were set outside where many peo-
ple ate, as well as in the cafeteria. 

Later, that evening the Prospector Bowl followed where many support 
the Golddigger football team, like the good ole’ times. The Diggers played St. 
Thomas More with a loss of 0-51. Attending LDHS was and is a good expe-
rience. This is a place where many generations of students have come and 
grown as people and learned new things. It is not only a place to learn and 
become a better student, it is a place to make friends and find out who you 
are and who you may become. All that is left to say is, Happy 75th!
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Several New Staff Members Join LDHS

Ms. Jan Burshek Mr. Bryar DeSanti Mr. Will Malde

Ms. Jan Burshek 
has joined the Special 
Education Dept. This 
will be her first high 
school position. She 
previously taught at 
the elementary level, 
working in both St-
urgis and Rapid City 
at the Grandview and 
Robinsdale elementa-
ry schools.

She prefers be-
ing called Ms. B. be-
cause her name can 
be hard to pronounce. 
Her expectations are 
to value the thoughts 
and feelings of stu-
dents and staff. She 
expects students to 
give the same respect 
to teachers and class-
mates that they want 
for themselves. She 
enjoys watching stu-
dents make progress 
both academically 
and socially.

Burshek wants 
her classroom to be 
a calming place. She 
likes to play mu-
sic in the room. Bur-
shek prefers students 
to view their desks 
as their own piece of 

the world and to stay 
in their world until 
the last 10 minutes of 
class. Students should 
raise their hands, not 
try to speak across the 
classroom, and to use 
their inside voices. 
She has several items 
numbered in her room 
and invites comments 
about the items. Stu-
dents can write down 
comments and place 
them in a can. She is 
looking forward to a 
great year.

One of the new 
faces in the building 
is Mr. Bryar DeSanti, 
the new cabin super-
visor and one of the 
new football coaches. 
He grew up in Colo-
rado, where in high 
school he ran track 
and played football.  
He extended his ca-
reer in football at the 
collegiate level play-
ing at Black Hills State 
University. At BHSU 
he studied physi-
cal education. His fa-
vorite course he took 
was Sports Psychol-

ogy.  Right now he 
has a minor’s degree 
in physical education 
and has plans to ex-
tend that degree. His 
goal as an educator 
is to inspire and help 
others with their ed-
ucation and physical 
fitness. 

Last summer, Mr. 
DeSanti visited Gla-
cier National Park in 
Montana. He said that 
has been the cool-
est place he has ever 
traveled to.  DeSan-
ti, outside of his pas-
sion for the sports he 
has played, he loves 
to go hiking, hunting, 
fishing and other out-
door activities. “I’m 
an outdoor enthusi-
ast,” said DeSanti. 

His biggest role 
models are his par-
ents. He stated that 
they have done a lot 
with him and for him. 
“They have been my 
biggest supporters,” 
he stated. DeSan-
ti, like many people, 
is happy to be do-
ing anything outdoors 
or hanging out with 
friends. 

DeSanti is a per-
son who one would 

Bryar DeSanti

be able to look up 
to. With his pas-
sion for the outdoors, 
and his motivation to 
help people with their 
health, he seems like 
the type of person that 
one would want to go 
to for advice. Whether 
it’s how to fix a fish-
ing rod or wanting to 
get a better eating or 
workout plan, DeSan-
ti would be the person 

one could count on to 
point one in the right 
direction. 

The 2015-2016 
school year has 
brought many new 
changes to halls of 
LDHS. Teachers 
much like students, 
come and go. While 
goodbye has been said

Jan Burshek
By Beth Hoffman

By Allison Engel

Will Malde
By Kristina Sneath
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Several New Staff Members Join LDHS

Ms. Bree Oatman Ms. Amanda Towry

to many loved 
educators, the Lead- 
Deadwood staff has 
welcomed a few new 
members to their 
team. Among these 
familiar faces is Mr. 
Will Malde. Many 
students know him 
from coaching cross 
country, basketball 
and track, but now he 
will be teaching the 
physical education 
program and encour-
aging students to live 
heathier lives. 

Malde described 
himself as an energet-
ic, positive and out-
going individual. Stu-
dents and athletes 
alike have described 
him as a fun, positive 
person and a truly 
great supporter. Mal-
de always pushes his 
athletes to strive for 
nothing short of suc-
cess.  Athletes who 
have had the pleasure 
of knowing him said 
he always believes in 
them. People of every 
kind understand that 
it takes just one per-
son who believes in 
you to push you to-
wards victory. This 

dedicated coach and 
teacher pushes stu-
dents to try their best 
and never settle for 
less. Whether a stu-
dent’s best is needed 
in the classroom or in 
sports, his motivation 
pushes them to keep 
trying when they hit 
a barrier.  Although 
many people strive for 
first, not everyone can 
have it, but Malde still 
teaches his athletes to 
celebrate every small 
step along the way to 
success. 

No matter where 
his assistance is need-
ed, Malde is always 
available and willing 
to lend an encourag-
ing, uplifting, helpful 
hand. If you’ve con-
sidered joining track 
or cross country, go 
for it because no mat-
ter what, Coach Mal-
de will be there to 
support you. 

The first day jit-
ters one gets as a new 
student coming to a 
new school, new staff 
can experience jitters 

as well. As the doors 
are opened to many 
new students and re-
turning students, new 
teachers are also wel-
comed. Ms. Bree Oat-
man is among the few 
new staff members to 
join the science de-
partment. 

Those who have 
her classes know she 
is a fun, nice and 
caring individual. 
Though she has seen 
many beautiful plac-
es around the world 
and had experiences 
ranging from swim-
ming with dolphins 
to riding a camel she 
has picked this area in 
which to settle down. 

Oatman fell in 
love with LDHS last 
year when she men-
tored a student work-
ing on stem research. 
Right away she loved 
the drive the students 
here showed towards 
learning. Oatman  de-
scribed the benefits 
of a small town life-
style versus the amaz-
ing places she’s by 
saying, “It’s a really 
safe community with 
friendly people.” She 

also describes it as 
being a “simpler life-
style.” Her hands on, 
fun approach to learn-
ing keeps students ac-
tively involved in the 
learning process. As a 
fun flare to her class 
on the first day, she 
had each class spell 
out chemistry with 
their bodies. From fun 
experiments, to her 
willingness to lend a 
hand on anything, an-
swer any questions 
students have or try-
ing to get minds think-
ing she puts chemistry 
into everyday situa-
tions so the class has 
a better understand-
ing of why chemistry 
is needed in the real 
world. 

Whether it’s the 
passion for learning 
or the atmosphere of 
LDHS, Oatman said 
that teaching at the 
small school has been 
one of her favorite 
jobs. Whether you 
have a class with her, 
or not you should stop 
by room 204 and say 
hello to Bree Oatman.

LDHS has its fair 
share of interesting, 
funny, and spontane-
ous people. Among 
these people, you’ll 
find Ms. Amanda 
Towry. This passion-
ate and indescribable 
woman is the new 
physics teacher. Any-
one who’s set foot in 
her classroom knows 

this lovable teach-
er by her freedom of 
expression. Towry is 
not afraid to put her-
self out there. For ex-
ample, she has deco-
rated her class with 
fun, whimsical post-
ers. Towry mentioned 
that her spirt animal 
would Pinkie Pie, 
from My Little Pony, 
and a moose.  Towry 
took this job to help 
improve some per-
sonal situations. This 
well-kept school gave 
the impression of be-
ing like a college when 
Towry first walked in 
the doors. 

She found her 
passion for teach-
ing in her admiration 
for physics. When 
you love the thing 
you teach, you’re al-
ways learning new 
things and new ways 
to problem solve. 

Towry would like 
to possibly start a club 
dealing with either 
be Anime or STEM.   
Anyone interested in 
either type of club 
should  pop in or talk 
to her about it. 

Towry moved the 
area from San Anto-
nio, Texas. She has 
an unbelievable love 
for physics and shar-
ing that knowledge 
with her students. 
If one were intimi-
dated about an up-
coming physics class,  
don’t be because 
Towry will be there 
every step of the way.

Bree Oatman
By Kristina Sneath

Amanda Towry
By Kristina Sneath



Page 4 Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2015NEWS

As we all know, there are some new teachers this year bringing their own 
unique teaching styles to LDHS. One of these instructors is Ms. Bree Oatman, who 
will be teaching multiple science classes, such as stem research, chemistry, and 
college biology throughout the year. During the first period of each new class she 
planned a few get-to-know-you activities for herself and her students. 

One of he activities included drawing things describing your life, such as fami-
ly members, pets, sports, and various other hobbies. Once everyone was done, stu-
dents would switch their papers among themselves. Then, one by one, classmates 
would describe each other by depicting what the pictures on the paper meant. An-
other activity was to see how well you knew your classmates. Everyone had to find 
two truths and a lie about themselves to tell the class. Once everyone had their lie 
and truths figured out, they would say them out loud and then the other students 
would have to pick out the lie.

The activity that was the most challenging included spaghetti and mini marsh-
mallows. The goal was to build the tallest tower with your teammates in five min-
utes that would stand by itself once the time was called. The single rule to the ac-
tivity was that there would be no talking for the whole five minutes. The activity 
served a purpose other than building a tall tower, however, as it helped with qual-
ities that will be needed in Oatman’s science classes. The ability to communicate 
with your team in creative ways other than talking, problem solving, and how to 
be an asset to a functioning team were all things required to succeed in the chal-
lenge and they will all help in  science, or any class.

Activity Promotes Team Building Skills
By Grace Jacobs

What is Key Club? Key Club is 
a world-wide organization. It is a 
part of 36 different countries. Teen-
agers all over the world do service 
projects to help their school, com-
munity, and other countries! The 
club in Lead-Deadwood is consid-
ered to be a small Key Club, but it 
doesn’t have to be like that! 

Key Club is an organization 
unlike National Honors Society 
or Knowledge Bowl or any type 
of sports. You don’t have to have 
any requirements such as being the 
smartest in your class or having the 
highest GPA or having an athletic 
ability. All you need is a passion for 
helping people and a willingness to 
help with whatever you can! 

The club loves new members 
and one can always join. What 
does one have to do to join? Just 
talk to one of the Key Clubbers and 
ask when the next meeting is and 
they will point in the right direc-
tion! 

A few fun events planned for 
Key Club are Fall Rally, DCON, 
and ICON! Fall Rally is an event 
that is held in Minnesota and this 
year it is Oct. 23-26. Fall Rally is 
a chance to meet people from this 
district of Key Club (Minnesota-
Dakotas District) and just have fun 
with bonfires, outdoor movie, fun 
activities and just hanging out! 

DCON, or in other words Dis-
trict Convention is held at a different 
place each year, but this upcoming 
DCON will be held in Minnesota 
also. This too is a chance to meet 
new people, discuss service proj-
ects, and just have fun! But it won’t  
stop there! International Conven-
tion (ICON) is where one gets 
to meet people from all over the 
world. Each year it is held some-
where new and this year it’s going 
to be held in Atlanta, Georgia! It is 
a once and a lifetime experience. 
So don’t be shy and come and join 
Key Club!

What is Key Club?
By Allison Engel
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Speech and debate is an extracurricular ac-
tivity with few people,  but those few make a 
big scene—literately. That’s what they’re sup-
posed to do, and they do a great job! They start 
in early October and start practicing almost im-
mediately. They do pieces ranging from serious 
prose, humor, dramatic, duet, public forum de-
bate, Lincoln-Douglas debate and much more. 
The kids in this group are exceptionally talent-
ed and compete in large meets all over South 
Dakota and some in Wyoming. You can gain a 
lot from being in Speech and debate, like pub-
lic speaking skills, acting advantages, and even 
scholarships! Colleges are always at larger meet 
and looking to scout students. The Speech and 
Debate teams’ first official meet is Oct. 10th in 
Belle Fourche. The students on our team have 
put in so much time and effort into their piec-
es and it really pays off in the end. The mem-
bers the team include Taylor Statler, Ember 
Adkins, Zoe Keehn, Jachin Ruth, Zoe Frauen, 
Blake Ingham and Katie Tieman. A few words 
from Shirlene Joseph, the coach, about the up-
coming season. “I think that we have pretty 
active season in fact more active than most. 
We travel quite a bit. But when I first started 
coaching this again, we hardly had ten meets 
a year, and now we have up to 18 meets this 
year. “The first half of the season is SDSP with 
manuscripts for these events, and there isn’t 
any debate. When we start with NFL, we take 
away books and everything but poetry must be 
memorized.” There’s lot going on this season 
and the students involved are working hard to 
make it to state year again! 

This year is full of 
new students from the 
new freshman and to 
the new seniors, there 
are plenty of new fac-
es to become familiar 
with. 
One of the new stu-
dents, Christian Bur-
meister, agreed to an-
swer some questions 
for this article.
Q: What grade are 
you in?
A: I’m a junior this 
year, so I’ll graduate 
in 2017.
Q: What moved you 
to South Dakota?
A: Job opportunities 
for my family.
Q: What’s your favor-
ite pastime?
A: Probably hanging 
out with my friends 
and doing a bunch of 
random stuff.

Q: What’s your fa-
vorite type of mu-
sic and why? 
A: Well I like both rap 
and EDM. Why do I 
like it? I’d have to say 
because of the beat, 
it’s good music be-
cause it puts me in a 
better mood.
Q: What would you 
say is your best sub-
ject in school?
A: I don’t really know 
what my favorite class 
would be or my favor-
ite subject. But if I had 
to choose, it’d be his-
tory. I’m pretty good 
with history.
Q: What is your least 
favorite subject and 
why?
A: Least favorite? 
English. I guess I’d 
say I understand all 
my other courses a lit-

tle more than this one, 
but there’s no way I 
won’t pass.
Q: What’s your most 
embarrassing thing 
that has happened to 
you at school?
A: Last year, I got de-
pantsed and no one 
saw it except the 
kid that did it and a 
teacher. That kid got 
into so much trouble. 
The guy was a good 
friend, so I wasn’t up-
set. I was just thankful 
no one too important 
saw it happen!

Burmeister is warm-
ing up to a new school 
pretty well. This 
school is much small-
er than his previous 
one, but that doesn’t  
mean it is any less 
friendly.

By Courtney Sprague Get to Know 
Christian 
Burmeister
By Courtney Sprague

Speech and Debate Start Practice 

Digital Scrapbooking/Multimedia was 
my favorite class I have ever taken. The 
reason it was my favorite class was be-
cause Ms. Loeffen had made up some re-
ally fun and exciting assignments to do 
during class. One assignment was to trav-
el around the world. To do this, we used 
a green screen and picked places around 
the world we would like to visit. We then 
would get pictures of those places and save 
them to Google Drive, and then use the 
green screen to add ourselves to that place.  
My partners and I had a lot of fun doing 

this because we could just have fun with 
it. We took some crazy pictures of our-
selves and would pretty much laugh all 
class. Even when we were done with the 
assignment, we would come during SRB to 
play around with the green screen. Anoth-
er fun assignment was movie trailers. What 
we did for that was video ourselves and 
make up some sort of a movie trailer. The 
movie trailer we did was a scary movie 
based off of Saw. It turned out pretty cool 
and it was just fun being able to get out of 
class for a project. One of my favorite as-

signments was a cooking show. We had to 
think of some sort of food we wanted to 
make and then video ourselves making that 
food item. You had to make it like an actual 
cooking show.  What we made was puppy 
chow. The reason this was my favorite was 
because we kept messing up and laughed 
and had fun all period. Also, whenever we 
had mess ups we added them to the end 
of the video as bloopers and that made the 
videos interesting. So if you ever need to 
fill up your schedule with a fun class, you 
should certainly pick digital scrapbooking. 

Fun times in Loeffen’s Digital Scrapbooking/Multimedia Class
By Madison Andersen
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With the beginning of a new school year comes the be-
ginning of multiple sports seasons as 
well as new coaches for the sports. 
Wendy Rogers is the new cheer 
coach this year and is constantly im-
proving the team. She had coached 
for three years for the Williston Ju-
nior High School in North Dakota, 
and another three for the Williston 
High School Hockey team, as well 
as co-coaching for both football and 
basketball. Coach Rogers decided 
to become the new cheer coach at 
Lead-Deadwood because she be-
lieved the program could be made 
better and she felt like she was the 
person for the job. She felt that the 
program had spirit, but it just need-
ed to be brought out.

Her Inspiration for cheering 
are her two daughters, who both 
cheered throughout high school. Samantha Rogers is even 
helping her mother coach the team this year. Coach Rog-
ers’ plans for the seasons are to bring power, organization, 

spirit, and new fun things to the program. She plans on be-
ginning stunting towards the end of 
the football season and for the bas-
ketball season. She is excited to be-
gin stunting because she wants to 
bring something new and fun for 
both the girls on the team as well 
as the crowd. 

Coach Rogers is very protective 
and proud of her team, giving con-
structive criticism as well as boost-
ing confidence. For the first game of 
the season she came with corsages 
made up of a maroon carnation tied 
with gold ribbon. 

The team consists of Shari 
Croft, Ashtynn Gibson, Melinda 
Grass, Grace Jacobs, Isabella Jones, 
Alexis Kohler, McLayne Kyte, Kai-
tlyn Meade, Leeara Porter, Brianna 
Tish, and Kaitlynn Zellers. Coach 

Rogers, her daughter Samantha, and the team are all ex-
cited to showcase what they have accomplished so far and 
what will be to come!

By Grace Jacobs

Rogers Brings Spirit, Power, Organization to Cheer Program

The Art Club will be painting a mural outside 
on the wall behind the high school. The mural, de-
signed by the Art Club should be done sometime in 
the fall of 2015 but could be pushed back to spring 
due to the weather. 

The mural will be made as a sign of pride in the 
school. In the mural, each item represents the dif-
ferent facets of school life. The football represents 
physical education, the globe represents social stud-
ies, the music notes represent choir and band, the 
books represent English, the telescope represents 
science, the saw and hammer represent the wood 
shop. These are the plans right now, more might 
be added to the mural as it’s being made. Those 
who help with the mural will get community ser-
vice hours for helping. 

The art club will also be painting faces at the 
homecoming football game like they did last year.

Art Club is advised by Mr. Oliver Burgoyne. 
Club officers are Co-Presidents Lillie Niemeyer and 
Paige Wittmayer; Co-vice presidents Rose Losey 
and Maddie Morrison; treasures are Brianna Sneesby 
and Lily Keehn. Currently there are ten club members.

By Beth Hoffman

Art Club Paint Mural, Adding Colorful  Scene To Back Wall

Design planned for Art Club Mural behind high school.
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Since late July, Rowan County 
Clerk Kim Davis has been refusing to 
issue same-sex couples their marriage 
license. 

On Thursday September 3rd , Kim 
Davis was jailed after refusing to give 
same-sex couples a marriage license 
after the Supreme Court allowed the 
licenses to be issued. In spite of this, 
Kim Davis said through her lawyers 
that she would not give any of her em-
ployees the authorization to issue li-
censes in her absence. After this the 
District Court Judge, David Bunning, 
placed her in the custody of U.S. mar-
shals and took her to Carter County 

jail. Kim Davis had earlier said to Bun-
ning, “My conscience will not allow it. 
God’s moral law convicts me and con-
flicts with my duties.” Two couples of 
the same-sex planned to get their mar-
riage licenses that Friday at the Row-
an County Clerk’s Office. In the most 
recent statement from Kim Davis, and 
her team of attorneys, her office will 
continue to issue same-sex marriage li-
censes but due to her religious beliefs 
she will not personally issue same-sex 
marriage licenses. Allowing Kim Da-
vis, an Apostolic Christian, to refuse 
a court order could create a ripple ef-
fect among the other county clerks, 

Bunning said. Casey Davis and Kay 
Schwartz, both county clerks, have 
also stopped issuing marriage licenses 
but no lawsuits have been filed against 
them yet. In a statement from Bunning, 
he says “Her good-faith belief is sim-
ply not a viable defense. Oaths mean 
things.” Mary Catherine Theis, Bun-
ning’s mother, said that her son, who 
was raised as a Roman Catholic, does 
not agree with the idea of same-sex 
marriage but he does believe in up-
holding the law. Kim Davis testified 
that she would not uphold Bunning’s 
order because God’s law trumps the 
court. 

When Religious Conviction and Federal Law Collide: 
County Clerk Kim Davis Stands Firm In Her Beliefs
By Gracie Kosters

Same old school lunches? BORING! This year our school gave 
us the privilege of lunch options. That’s not it either, as they created 
newer and healthier lunches too! Greek chicken salad? I’m not going 
to lie it was pretty good. 

Now, everyone dreads eating a school lunch but I think we went a 
couple steps up! Although I’ve had many bad experiences with school 
lunches myself, I’ve had some really good experiences also! My per-
sonal favorite is the chicken fajitas but I understand that that’s not 
everyone’s favorite. I think as the student body, we should be giv-
ing feedback to our lunchroom because no one should have to go 
through the whole day worrying if that food is going to come back for 
revenge or not even eating at all because the food ended up not be-
ing as good as it looked. Sometimes you get salad and the lettuce isn’t 
very good. I know that happens to me all the time and I know I can’t 
be the only one.  

We as students have the right to have a good lunch for more pur-
poses than just because we love food. Our food gives us energy to get 
through the rest of the day. It gives us energy for sports after school, 
and food is the fuel for our brain! If you’re hungry because you didn’t 
get enough food at lunch, then that’s all you are going to be thinking 
about for the rest of the day. We as students need to be able to focus 
on what’s being taught to us during our class and that all starts with 
a good lunch. My suggestion is if something is not cooked all the way 
or is too cooked, we should speak up and let them know so they can 
fix the problem at hand. In all, I believe we are on the right track to 
making the rumor of bad lunches go away!

By Allison Engel

Students Have the Right to a Good, 
Fulfilling Lunch New classes make you a new person. Some 

classes come very hard for some and some class-
es come very easy for others. Most of the time 
you have a choice in what classes you take but 
sometimes you don’t. But you can find a way to 
pass them no matter what. If you have to take 
the class you might as well pass it. 

The higher grade you have in the class the 
higher your GPA will be. When your GPA is 
high, you can get more scholarships for college. 
If you get more scholarships, then your college 
education will be cheaper or you may not have 
to pay at all. When you go out of your comfort 
zone and do classes you may not want to, it may 
be a good thing. You may take a class you think 
you may not like but you end up liking it. 

Some kids really struggle when finding out 
what they want to do when they graduate and 
different classes help them figure it out. If you try 
different classes, you could meet new and differ-
ent people! You have to work together on proj-
ects in classes sometimes, so it teaches how you 
can work with different people. Working with 
different people brings different ideas. 

The more teachers and kids you get to know 
the more knowledge you can get. You see how 
they work and think so it widens your thinking 
on everything. Try new classes and learn more!

Take A Chance On A Class
By Jaci Petsch
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The Touch of Gold Dance Team is coached by Mrs. Stacey Ross. She has 
been coaching the middle school Splash of Gold Dance Team for ten to eleven 
years and this will be her second year with the high school team. 

Kaeler Quenzer will be the manager after spraining her ankle which will 
prevent her from dancing for the rest of the season. The other team members 
include Melinda Grass, Grace Jacobs, Angelica Jones, Isabella Jones, Rose Los-
ey, Jaedyn Mehlberg, and Cassidy Taborski.

The team will be competing in Pom, Kick, Hip Hop, and Jazz this season. 
Pom is a routine that is more cheer-like, with sharp movements, jumps, and 
turns as well as the use of pom-poms. Kick is a dance that is made up of most-
ly kicks, such as flick-kicks, fan kicks, and multiple kick combinations. Hip 
Hop is where different teams show off difficulty with tricks such as kips, head 
spins, handstands, headsprings, stalls, as well as foot work and isolation. Jazz 
often shows difficulty in leaps and turns. 

The Touch of Gold Dance Team has gone to three competitions so far, as 
well as performing during the half time at the Prospector Bowl. The first com-
petition was at the Belle Fourche High School. The team took only Pom, but 
did not place. At the second competition, located at the Rapid City Stevens 
High School, the team took Pom and Jazz and placed third in Jazz. The team 
looks forward to the competitions to come as well as the state competition 
which will be held from Oct. 23- 24 in Brandon Valley.

Dance Prepares for Competition
By Grace Jacobs

There are more than double the students out 
for cross country this year than last year. With 
several good competitors, (Trinity Brady, Nathan 
Chipman, Chris Engel, Jaxon Larson, Sydney Auld, 
Mara Jacobs, Maddisen Larson, Madeline Rogers, 
and Delaney Voigt) the season has been off to a 
good start. 

Coach Will Malde stated, “I love coaching 
cross country. All the runners are a lot of fun. Great 
kids. I look forward to it every day and I am not 
even lying.” 

There are a lot of younger runners this year, 
giving the team an exciting future. With the team 
being at different running levels, it becomes diffi-
cult for Malde to find time to prepare in more indi-
vidual workouts. All the runners are different with 
different levels of skill and you don’t want to leave 
people behind, but you also want to continue to 
challenge them. With having more kids going out, 
it gives a greater opportunity for more runners to 
go to state this season. 

Delaney Voigt, a junior, said that overall they 
have been doing pretty good, everyone has im-
proved a ton just since the beginning of the season. 
They have had a total of four meets so far all end-
ing with good results for the entire team. 

The athletes will continue to grow and get bet-
ter throughout the season and hopefully, great re-
sults, will take them all the way to state.

Cross Country Starts
Season out Strong

By Kelsey Stuen
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The Digger golf team is going strong with three invite wins. These 
invites included Douglas, Hot Springs, and the pre- regional at Belle 
Fourche. The team has also placed second at the Spearfish invite with 
a score of 340. 

Brett Mattson won medalist at the Douglas invite with a score of 
71,he  also won the Spearfish invite medalist with a score of 76. Matt-
son feels that he is having an up and down season but is finally getting 
it together and feeling more confident with his game, Mattson said, “I’m 
flowing with confidence within myself.” When asked about the team’s 
future he responded, “I believe we can compete with the best teams in 
the state. We haven’t shown our true potential yet but eventually it will 
show.”

 Cameron Enright was the medalist at the pre-region meet at Belle 
Fourche. He also achieved multiple 2nd Place finishes at other meets. 
Enright feels that, “The season is going well. As a team we could have 
always played better. The problem is trying to get everyone to play well 
at the same time. Being consistent as a team is what we’re striving for. 
Overall it been a good season.” When asked how far he felt the team 
will get this year he responded with “As a team I know we are capable 
of great things and I’m hoping that we bring home conference or region 
or both. I know we have the talent to do it. We just all need to play well 
at the same time.” When addressing the challenges he and the team are 
facing he explained, “The biggest challenge I’ve personally faced is stay-
ing consistent. The more consistent I am, as well as the team, the better 
we will end up.” The boy’s golf team will continue on the road to state 
hopefully finishing in the top three at regions in Belle Fourche on Oct. 
5 and arrive in Milbank as a team.

By Madison Andersen 
Golf Team Strives For Consistency

Joseph Fox calmly keeps his eye on the ball.

Brett Mattson scopes out the best shot.Cameron Enright sinks a put. 
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Preparation, performance, and pre-
vailing is the varsity football team’s new 
motto. They have started their 2015 sea-
son with a new head coach, Mr. Tom 
Tieszen. 

At the time this article was written 
they had a varsity roster that includes ten 
seniors, ten juniors, six sophomores, and 
five freshmen. 

Tieszen said that senior quarterback 
Bailey Norton, senior offensive lineman 
Wade Shoop and sophomore running 
back Jack Egemo are three of the team’s 
key players. 

The other senior players on the team 
are Reilly Andresen (tight end, lineback-
er), Alex Cottrill (wide receiver, defensive 
back), Colton Hanson (offensive lineman, 
defensive lineman), AJ Lawver (offensive 
lineman, defensive lineman), Colt Nelson 
(running back, linebacker), Zach Pearson 
(offensive lineman, defensive lineman), 

Tommy Sperlin (offensive lineman, de-
fensive lineman), and Jordan Wetz (run-
ning back, linebacker). 

The team lost three Golddigger play-
ers from last year’s team: Joel Fish, Cole 
Gackle, and Riley Roberts. They have had 
a rocky first couple of games, but they are 
now starting to pull together as a team. 
Their record is currently 1-3. For their 
first game on Aug. 28, they traveled to 
Red Cloud but lost with a score of 6-19. 
Their second game was at home against 
Newcastle on Sept. 4, but was sadly lost. 
The score ended up being 12-50. The next 
week, on Sept. 11, the Diggers traveled 
to Bennett County while the JV and 9th 
Grade went to Douglas. The varsity won 
against Bennett County with the score 22-
18, earning them their first season win. 

The Diggers played in the Prospector 
Bowl on Sept. 19 against St. Thomas More 
with an unfortunate 0-51 loss. 

By Grace Campbell

Diggers Prepare, Perform, and Prevail During Season’s Start

Quarterback Bailey Norton 
loads up for the pass, mean-
while Wade Shoop blocks for 
his quarterback.

The Digger boys huddle for the 
game plan from Coach Tieszen.
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“I Believe” that the 2015 varsity volleyball team is on the road to a 
great season. With the help of coaches Joe Williams, Ashley Schreurs, 
and Sam Grant, the Golddiggers have the potential to do great things. 
Last year, the varsity team went to the State Tournament and the team 
only lost three players from last year, so the team is very comfortable 
playing together. 

The varsity lineup this year consists of seven seniors, two juniors, 
and one sophomore. The captains of the team are seniors Miranda Gal-
lagher (middle) and Hanah Cerkoney (setter). The rest of the team’s 
seniors are Jade Derby (outside), Ashley Sandidge (right side), Sydnee 
Hamann (middle blocker), Evelyn Groeger (libero), and Hannah Rog-
ers (outside hitter). 

The varsity volleyball girls are starting their 2015 season strong. So 
far their record is 16-2. They started out the season playing at the Custer 
Tournament. They played six games against Hill City, New Underwood, 
Red Cloud, Newell, Pine Ridge, and Custer. They won the tournament, 
defeating five of the teams in two sets and the sixth team in three sets. 
That next Tuesday, the Golddiggers went to Hot Springs and all three 
teams, C-team, JV, and Varsity, won their games. Later that week, the 
Diggers beat St. Thomas More at home in four sets, earning them their 
first conference game win. One week later, the Diggers went to Hill City 
and again all three teams won their games, but they were close and ex-
citing. The following week, the Diggers played two games against Edge-
mont and Custer both at home. They played Edgemont on Tuesday and 
played very well. They won their game in three sets, earning them their 
tenth win this season. Then Thursday, they played Custer at home. Both 
teams played well and the game went to five sets, but in the end, Custer 
won. The girls have played great so far this season and we are excited 
to see what they do the rest of the year. 

Golddiggers Start the Season Strong
By Grace Campbell

Sydnee Hamann (left) and Carolyn Groeger (right) go up 
for a block.

The Golddiggers go in to the huddle after a volley.

Miranda Gallagher gets her 1000th career 
kill.
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The first year of high school can be difficult, especially if 
you don’t know what to expect. Block scheduling, semester 
tests, and the amount of homework given can all be a shock. 
Here are the top ten things that, in my experience, have made 
things a little easier. 

Number 10, get plenty of sleep. This is a big part of school 
because when you don’t get enough sleep the night before it’s 
really hard to stay awake during class. 

Number 9, eat right. It is EXTREMELY hard to concen-
trate in class if all you can think about is how hungry you 
are, so try and eat a good breakfast every day. 

Number 8, don’t wait until the last minute. I know that it 
can be tempting to put off the homework that you get since 
you don’t have to have it done until two days later but you 
will have more time and not be rushing yourself if you get it 
done when it is assigned. 

Number 7, prepare. If you know that you have a test 
coming up then start studying. Don’t put it off until the last 
minute (in relation with number 8). 

Number 6, SEMESTER TEST. This one was really hard 
the first semester of my freshman year because I didn’t know 
how to start studying for them and because I just wasn’t sure 
what to expect. It makes studying a lot easier in my opin-
ion if you work on one subject at a time and not all at once. 

Number 5, keep a planner. It makes it easier to keep 
track of the assignments that you have to do so that they are 
not late.

 Number 4, questions. If you have questions on an as-
signment, go in early in the morning and get help on it if that 
is okay with the teacher.

Number 3, homework. Have a place to do your home-
work that doesn’t have distractions to keep you from doing 
your homework. 

Number 2, work hard. Work hard at everything that you 
do even if you think it doesn’t matter because it does. 

Number 1, have at least one class that you want to for 
fun. This is what I think helps people through high school, 
in my opinion. 

Guide Provides Freshman Tools for the High School Life 
By Gracie Kosters 

If you think about it, in bullying isn’t as bad in our 
school because we are a smaller school district. I know 
some of you might beg to differ, but if you really think about 
it, are there many of you that are bullied on a day to day ba-
sis? Bullying is a serious issue and I think our school should 
maybe do more things to start preventing it. 

People need to realize that though you aren’t the one 
being bullied, others are. If you see someone being bullied 
in person or online, do something to stop it, because if you 
are a bystander you are at just as much fault as the person 
doing the bullying. Also, if you are being bullied, talk to 
someone. Talk to a friend, a teacher, or a coach. 

It is not good to keep your feelings built up inside be-
cause that leads to an even worse issue; suicide. I feel the 
Lead-Deadwood School District has done some good things 

to prevent bullying but there is always more that can be 
done. I have asked a couple different people what they 
thought about bullying in the School District and here is 
what they said.  

Jaci Petsch said “there is bullying everywhere but I 
don’t think it is a huge issue here.” When asked if she has 
ever had bad experiences of bullying and she said “I have 
had people call me names before but nothing very serious.” 
Grace Campbell was asked if she thinks bullying is bad here, 
she said “for some people it could be but for most students 
in our school the problem is not major.” She also stated 
that personally she hasn’t experience bullying since mid-
dle school, so far my high school experience has been bully 
free.” So just because bullying isn’t a big issue in this dis-
trict does not mean we can’t stop it from happening at all!

Bullying Prohibited for the School of the Diggers 
By McKayla Norton 

 It all started with the argument about whose condi-
tioning and practice is harder between volleyball and foot-
ball. Well how do you know which is harder? You test 
them. So we went to our regular practices for an hour. 
For volleyball it was the weight room for an hour. We do 
weight room once a week every week. After weight lifting, 
we went up to Mountain Top to see how the guys do things. 
The guys showed us what to do and we did it. We ran a 
few laps around the field and it had to be under sixty sec-
onds. After that, we did some other football drills with the 
guys. It wasn’t actually too bad. After we got done with the 
guys practice, we went back into the gym. We showed the 
guys how to do things and they would do it after us. First 

we started out with coach on one. Coach on one is a drill 
for passing. The coach is hitting and tipping the ball at dif-
ferent places on the court and you have to touch ten balls 
before you are done. They don’t make it easy for you. Af-
ter that drill we did cross country. Cross country is when 
you have to dig, a hit then the coach sets it for you to hit it. 
After you hit the ball you have to block on the net on both 
sides, dive, get up, back pedal, then sprint all the way back 
to where you started. You have to do this three times un-
der two minutes and fifteen seconds. We all did some dif-
ferent volleyball drills. Overall we decided it’s pretty fair 
between volleyball and football. We both work hard and 
achieve goals as a team!

Football and Volleyball Practice Together  
By Jaci Petsch
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On Monday Oct. 12 the community joined together in the LDHS au-
ditorium to celebrate the beginning of Homecoming by crowning the 2015 
Homecoming Royalty. Coronation started with the introductions of parents 
of the Royal Court, then with the announcement of the Senior Class Royal 
Court: Hanah Cerkoney escorted by Cameron Enright, Jade Derby escort-
ed by Sebastian Staeckeler, Jaedyn Mehlberg escorted by Colton Hanson, 
Hannah Rogers escorted by Tommy Sperlin, and Ashley Sandidge escort-
ed by Wade Shoop. Then the Freshmen Royal Court was announced: Kaa-
lieda Allmendinger, Dylan Arehart, Jasmine Lary, Chayton Bower, Olivia 
Rogers, and Carter Nelson. 

On The night of coronation, everyone was anxiously waiting for the 
results of the winners of the 2015 freshmen and senior kings and queens. 
Junior Class President Taylor Beagle and Junior Class Vice President Mi-
randa Luze crowned the Freshmen King and Queen, Carter Nelson and Ol-
ivia Rogers. A slide show was then played of each senior candidate show-
ing pictures of them, giving us a glimpse of their lives as children. After 
the slide show was over, Principal Tony Biesiot announced the 2015 se-
nior class queen Hannah Rogers, and then senior class king Wade Shoop.

After the royalty was crowned, the three varsity football captains; AJ 
Lawver, Wade Shoop, and Bailey Norton, gave the game ball to the queen 
for the traditional blessing of the football, and then followed with a crowd 
pleasing speech by AJ Lawver, he wished the varsity luck on their game 
Friday against Upton-Sundance and invited all to support the Diggers.

Shoop, Rogers Reign During Homecoming Week
By Kristian Hanna
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and to help out the 
many women that have suffered from this, every year the girl’s volley-
ball team all goes around to a company in the community to ask for a 
donation of some type. After this is done, there is a raffle and the winners 
can pick from any of those donations. Also, trainer Stephanie Gallagher 
sold leis this year to help spread awareness to those in the community. 
Also, T-shirts that say “Dig Pink” on them were sold at the volleyball 
game. When the whole night is over they count up all the money and 
donate all of it to the research and treatment of breast cancer. 

Now volleyball isn’t the only sports team in the district to have a 
game in honor of breast cancer awareness. The football team also has 
one game where they give out pink footballs and one can buy pink pom 
poms as well. Also, when it was not mentioned earlier the varsity vol-
leyball team gets the chance to wear pink jerseys to spread even more 
awareness. The students take pride in helping others in need, whether 
its spreading awareness about cancer or having a blood drive to give to 
those in need. If one doesn’t know much about breast cancer and how 
one can help spread awareness, there are books one can read and one 
could also go online to different websites to learn more about the sub-
ject. The district is doing their part, now do yours! 

Diggers Dig Pink to Find a Cure

Jade Derby goes up at the net to assist the ball 
over.

Breast cancer is the second most common kind of cancer found in 
women. About 1 in every 8 women born today in the United States will 
get breast cancer at some point in their lives. Breast cancer is actually 
easily treatable if found and treated early before it gets worse. A mam-
mogram, a screening test used to find breast cancer, can help find the 
cancer early when its easier to treat.

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month was founded in 1985 by 
the American Cancer Society and the pharmaceutical division of Impe-
rial Chemical Industries to promote mammography as a reminder for 
women to be breast cancer aware for early detection.

The traditional pink ribbon for breast cancer awareness month start-
ed in the fall of 1991 by The Susan G. Komen Foundation that hand-
ed out pink ribbons to participants in its New York City race for breast 
cancer survivors. The ribbon was thought of from the red ribbon for 
AIDS awareness.

Professional, collegiate, and high school athletic teams that compete 
in the month of October generally wear pink athletic tape, wristbands, 
or jerseys that month as a support for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
The LDHS volleyball team has a traditional pink night for breast can-
cer awareness. The girls wear pink jerseys, pink socks, and pink athlet-
ic tape to show support for Breast Cancer Awareness. The LDHS foot-
ball team also has a traditional Pink Night as well. The boys will wear 
pink wrist bands, socks, and get their ankles taped in pink athletic tape 
to show support for Breast Cancer Awareness. Some buildings and land-
marks across the world broadcast a pink light at night to show sup-
port for Breast Cancer Awareness. Past pink landmarks include the Eif-
el Tower, Empire State Building, Niagara Falls, downtown Atlanta, and 
the White House.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
By Kristian Hanna

By Mckayla Norton
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The volleyball team has been being killing it out on the court re-

cently and senior Hanah Cerkoney is a key player to their success. Ha-
nah has been assisting her entire high school volleyball career and she 
topped the hill of one thousand assists recently. The success of the vol-
leyball team is a normal for Cerkoney and her teammates. She has been 
participating in the volleyball program for her entire high school career 
and continues to do so to end her last season. 

Cerkoney has been dishing out assists like it’s her profession and 
she continues to do with ease. The volleyball team has been progress-
ing throughout their season with a winning record and the seniors of 
the team have been a huge part of that. Cerkoney is one of the girls who 
make a huge impact on the team because of her consistency and love 
for the game. As the season is coming up to a close, Cerkoney and her 
teammates are striving to keep winning and keep stacking onto their re-
cord. Cerkoney was rewarded with a golden volleyball just as Miranda 
Gallagher and Jade Derby were for their personal successes. Her gold-
en ball sits next to the two other shining records of Derby and Gallagh-
er in trophy case on first floor.

Recently in our volleyball athletics, Jade 
Derby achieved the milestone of 1000 digs. 
This is an accomplishment for LDHS and most 
importantly, herself. She was awarded with a 
golden volleyball for her accomplishment. 

Derby has been contributing to LDHS suc-
cess story for volleyball throughout her four 
years of dedication and hard work. Through-
out the volleyball season, Derby has been hard 
hitting, unselfish, and most importantly a role 
player and a star on the team. 

The LDHS Golddigger volleyball team’s re-
cord is currently sitting at a pretty 25-5.  Her 
accomplishment came with her perseverance 
and above all her attitude towards the game of 
volleyball. 

Derby is continually stepping up her game 
every practice and game she plays and further-
ing all of her current milestones and records.  
Her golden volleyball will be recognized by 
generations that come into the High school by 
being displayed in a trophy case on the first 
floor of the building. 

After accomplishing her feat of 1000 digs, 
Derby is still being a star player and a role 
model for her team while winning for her team.

 Last month senior volleyball player Miranda Gallagher reached an 
amazing milestone that has never been reached before in Lead-Dead-
wood Digger history during the Sept. 24 Hill City Volleyball Triangular.

Miranda a 6-foot-1 senior middle hitter, recorded her 1,000th kill 
of her varsity career as the Lady Diggers beat Hill City 25-9, 25-19, 25-
20. She and the Diggers have won 25 of their 30 matches this season. 

The milestone was exciting to Gallagher because she said it is some-
thing that does not happen very often. She chooses to look at the larg-
er picture, “It shows that me and my teammates are a very good team,” 
she said. “I’m not the only one who hits the ball.” 

Gallagher also has the chance of reaching 1,000 career digs. Gal-
lagher is one of the best athletes I have ever watched in sports. Being a 
great athlete isn’t just being good at the sport, but it’s also about being 
a great leader and being able to be a person that others can look up to. 
Miranda is a leader in practice, games, and outside of the sport. She as-
sists her younger teammates with technique, learning plays, and how to 
be a better athlete. 

Gallagher is someone who many young athletes follow and look 
up to because of her ability to pick herself up when she makes a mis-
take, pick her teammates up when they make a mistake, and her being 
an example of someone who is extremely coachable. Gallagher has been 
a varsity athlete for both basketball and volleyball since her 8th grade 
year and has progressed amazingly. She is a tall, quick, and strong ath-
lete and will go far.

Derby Reaches 1,000 Digs

Cerkoney
Grasps
Milestone 

Gallagher Kills 
It 1,000 Times

By Neil Mattson

By Neil Mattson

By Allison Engel
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The cross country team includes Trinity 
Brady, Nathan Chipman, Chris Engel, Jaxon Lars-
en, Sydney Auld, Mara Jacobs, Maddisen Larson, 
Madeline Rogers, and Delaney Voigt. The region 
meet of 2015 took place in Custer, South Dako-
ta. Maddisen Larson took 8th in the region meet 
getting her a spot into the state meet. Madeline 
Rogers also qualified 6th in the region, also get-
ting her spot in the state meet. 

The state meet took place in Sioux Falls 
where Larsen placed 23 and Rogers placed 67.

Coach Malde was asked how he felt his ath-
letes have done this season and he stated, “Ev-
eryone has done very well and I am very pleased. 
They have worked really hard. And as for the 
people that qualified for state, they worked very 
hard to get there and I am proud.” He was also 
asked what some of the challenges were, that the 
team faced this season. He stated, “We had to 
deal with quite a few of injuries which can take 
a toll on the athletes. We have a couple people 
new to the sport so it was hard for them to get 
used to the sport, like the running and the inten-
sity. We also had to deal with some people get-
ting sick as well.” Trinity Brady was six plac-
es away from qualifying for state. Malde said he 
could have definitely made it but due to him hav-
ing the flu, that took a toll on him and his run-
ning.”

By McKayla Norton

Team Pleases Malde in First Year as Head Coach

The 2015 Boys Varsity Golf team ended their season on a positive note. 
The varsity team took first place out of nine teams in the Region 4 champi-
onship meet in Belle Fourche. The road to state was definitely not an easy 
one, with 11 regular season meets and then conference and regions before the 
state meet. Senior Cameron Enright ended his high school career on a very 
positive note. Enright placed 2nd at both the Spearfish invite and the pre-re-
gional meet. Prior to the state tournament, Enright won the regional meet at 
Belle Fourche. Enright tied for 26th in the State Tournament shooting a 174 (87 
first round, 87 second round). Junior Brett Mattson had a successful season as 
well. Mattson won the Spearfish Invitational, the Douglas Invitational, placed 
2nd at the Black Hills invitational meet along with placing 1st in the conference 
meet in Sturgis. Mattson tied for 9th place at the state tournament in Milbank, 
shooting a 165 for the two days (83 first round, 85 second round). As a team, 
the Golddiggers took 7th at the State Tournament in Milbank. “It was a pro-
ductive season this year, we had a lot of top five finishes, but if I had to say, 
our best finish was winning the region meet,” stated Mattson.

Golf Season Ends on  a Positive Note
By Kristian Hanna

Maddie Larsen races 
to the finish.
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The speech and debate team has started 
off a good year. The team consists of Taylor 
Statler, Ember Adkins, Zoe Keehn, Jachin Ruth, 
Zoe Frauen, Blake Ingham and Katy Tiemen, 
they are coached by Ms. Shirlene Joseph. 

The team dedicates a lot of their time to 
prepare for each meet and they always try their 
hardest to do their best at each meet. Joseph 
likes to have genuinely a good amount of prac-
tice time so the team is well prepared and so 
they know they are going to do a good job at 
the meet. 

When the speech and debate team has a 
good year they get to travel  large distances to 
compete in different towns around South Da-
kota and learn new things that could possibly 
make them better. The team has been having 
a great season so far. If you have any ques-
tions or are interested in becoming a part of 
the Speech and Debate team, contact Joseph 
for any information you need. 

Speech Team Begins Season
By Leeara Porter

Jachin Ruth performs his humorous selection.

Taylor Statler and Zoe Keehn perform their duet at the Digger Oral Interpretation invitational, Oct. 3.
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Diggers Parade 2015
By Madison Andersen

The annual Digger Day pa-
rade traveled through both Lead 
and Deadwood on Friday, Oct. 
16. 

Students and staff gathered 
in the lower Deadwood city 
parking lot to line up vehicles 
and marchers for the parade. 

The very first in line was the 
DARE police car with Superin-
tendent Dr. Dan Leikvold and 
SRO Kip Mau. Following was a 
car with Lead Mayor Jerry Apa 
and Deadwood Mayor Chuck 
Turbiville.  The high school and 
middle school marching bands 
and Flag teams provided music.

 After the band was retired 
elementary teacher Mrs. Shelia 
Kinghorn, served as the parade 
marshal. 

The Homecoming Royalty 
was next with each couple in an 
individual jeep. Behind the roy-
alty was each grades float. The 
seniors decided not to make a 
float so they were in the back 
of a black truck with bags full of 

water balloons. 
The juniors tried to make a 

good float but didn’t work out 
so well, but they were trying to 
create a red carpet. The soph-
omores had an amazing float 
“tourist in Hollywood.” They 
all dressed up as tourists and 
had a big Hollywood sign be-
hind them. 

Then the freshmen who put 
a great deal of work on their 
float followed. The float had a 
big film canister winning them 
“best class float.” After the class 
floats there was a few more 
floats consisting of H&R, and the 
Boys and Girls club. After all the 
floats there was a fire truck. 

After the Deadwood portion 
of the parade all the parade par-
ticipates headed to Lead. They 
lined up behind the High school 
and took a break until start time. 
Once it was time to start every-
one jumped into their cars and 
onto their floats and marched 
through Lead ending at the park.

Cheerleaders line up for the parade.

The sophomore float with Mckayla Norton, Allison 
Engel, Isabel Fredericksen, and Kelsey Stuen riding 
through Deadwood.

The football team piled in the back of a truck to be part of the parade.Dance team performs for the Pep Rally.
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 Homecoming week is a very exciting week at Lead-Deadwood 
High School. It is a week for school spirit and of course to dress up. On 
Wednesday, students from every grade dressed up wearing the colors of 
their graduating class for Class Color Wednesday. Seniors wore black, 
Juniors wore blue, Sophomores wore red, and Freshmen wore green. 

 The Seniors, graduating Class of 2016, dressed in black this year. 
Most of the seniors wore their black t-shirts that are signed by the entire 
class of 2016 and display their senior status. They also decorated their 
hallway black, going for a spooky Halloween theme. This year was the 
seniors last chance to have some Homecoming fun before they gradu-
ate, so this year is extra special for them. 

 The Juniors, graduating Class of 2017, dressed in blue this year. 
They wore homemade tie-dyed t-shirts and bandanas to show some 
school spirit. They also decorated their hallway in blue, using balloons, 
paint, posters, and streamers to brighten the place up. 

 The Sophomores, graduating Class of 2018, dressed in red. They 
also wore tie-dyed t-shirts and bandanas and even a few bright red wigs. 
They decorated their hallway in red as well, going for a Hollywood, red 
carpet theme.

 The Freshmen, graduating Class of 2019, dressed in green. They 
wore their own tie-dyed shirts and were the brightest kids on campus. 
They decorated their hallway in green streamers, balloons, and ban-
ners. The Incredible Hulk even made an appearance in their hallway. 
The freshmen worked very hard on their hallway and it paid off, be-
cause the freshmen took home the first place prize for the hallway dec-
orating contest. 

 School spirit is something you should represent every day, but 
Homecoming week is an extra special time for students to show school 
spirit in a whole different way.

By Grace Campbell

Freshman Zoe Keehn is in freshman green

Standing out in red are sophomores Jaci 
Petsch, Isabel Fredricksen, Gracie Kosters, 
and McKayla Norton.

Juniors Alexis Simpson and Madison Anders-
en wearing the junior blue.Gearing up for an expierment are seniors Sydnee Haman and Suyi Shin.
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The senior girl’s royal court L-R: Jaedyn Mehlberg, Hanah 
Cerkoney, Jade Derby, Ashley Sandidge, and 2015 Homecom-
ing Queen Hannah Rogers. 

The senior boy’s royal court strike a pose, from L-R: Tommy 
Sperlin, 2015 Homecoming King Wade Shoop, Colton Hanson, 
Sebastian Staeckeler, and Cameron Enright. 

Digger senior royal court takes to the red carpet and smile for paparazzi. Looking rather dashing from left to right Jade 
Derby, Sebastian Staeckeler, Ashley Sandidge, Wade Shoop, Colton Hanson, Jaedyn Mehlberg, the concierge Bryar DeSanti, 
Tommy Sperlin, Hannah Rogers, Hanah Cerkoney, and last but not least Cameron Enright. 

Freshman King and Queen, Carter Nelson and Olivia Rog-
ers.



Friday, Oct. 30, 2015 Page 9NEWS

Tacky Tourist day was a day people would dress up and 
“take a tour” of the school. Some people dressed up with their 
cameras and binoculars. They also wore Hawaiian shirts and 
khaki shorts or pants. Others wore hats, life savers, and carried 
maps. Everyone was having fun and making it look like they were 
touring the school. People enjoyed this because they could dress 
up and take pictures of their friends and teachers. Most people 
liked it because they could wear hats and sunscreen in the school 
building. Some were just showing their school spirit.  

Tacky Tourist’s Tour Building
By Paige Price

Several students portraying favorite Disney characters 
roamed the hallways on Disney Day with the exception of 
seniors who wore togas instead making up characters. 

Not only the students dressed up, but several teachers 
did too.  Some of the characters were Alice and the Red 
Queen from the movie Alice in Wonder land. There were 
several princesses: Cinderella, Belle, Pocahontas, Princess 
Jasmine, and the Enchanted Princess. Every princess should 
have a prince but only Prince Charming was there to match 
Cinderella. 

With every fairy tale there is always a villain or two 
who wants their happy ending too.   There were two vil-
lains roaming the halls. Ursula from the Little Mermaid and 
the Evil Queen from Snow White.  

Those weren’t the only characters portrayed.  Liking 
the cold is necessary for these next characters because they 
can’t live in a warm area. These characters were Olaf from 
Frozen. Also, there were two people dressed like Darla from 
Finding Nemo, several Minnie Mouse, a Mickey Mouse, one 
Little Red Riding Hood, and one Pinkie Pie who may not 
be Disney but was fun just the same.

Students Bring Favorite Characters to 
Life on Disney Day
By Beth Hoffman 
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On Oct. 16 our the football team played Upton/Sundance, a team 
known as the Patriots from Wyoming. 

LDHS played a good game, trying their hardest to push through for a 
the Patriots for a touchdown. The first quarter was tough for both teams. 
Multiple times each team gained the ball while close to the scoring line, 
but neither scored in the first quarter. 

After the first quarter Upton/Sundance came out strong and scored 
six times and gained extra points. The fans were pumped, giving the 
Diggers plenty of energy and support by showing off their Digger pride. 

“They played hard and didn’t give up. They made our communi-
ty and the student body proud,” said Kristian Hanna. The Digger fans 
also joined the Digger cheerleaders for a huge Digger train to cheer on 
the team. The score at the end of the night was 39-0 Upton/Sundance 
taking the win. 

Gavin Haefs, a football player, has said “In my opinion our defense 
played better than any other game this year, and our offense really tried 
their best.” 

The Diggers ended their regular season Thursday, Oct. 22 with a loss 
to Custer and the season in the first playoff game with a loss to Bennett 
County Tuesday, Oct. 27.

Diggers Fight Hard and Don’t Give Up
By Leeara Porter
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Class Builds Second Cabin
By Courtney Sprague

The Geometry in Construction Class is 
building a cabin alongside doing a whole credit 
worth of geometry. The class is basically start-
ing from scratch with a design from Mr. James 
Studioso. 

Right now they are building the frame 
which will later progress into a fully-built cab-
in. By building this cabin from scratch the 
teachers hope that students will learn math 
concepts while doing, rather than just from 
their textbook.

Students can learn hands-on and see what 
they’re building right in front of them. They’re 
building these cabins for the Pioneer Church 
camp. Last year’s Geometry in Construction 
class built a cabin for the church camp as well. 
The church camp pays for all of the equipment 
and materials the students use to build the cab-
ins and then the cabin is theirs when the stu-
dents are done.  

The class is working on their teamwork 
skills by doing different exercises and activi-
ties. They’re doing this so that when they start 
on the harder parts of building the cabin they 
can understand and communicate better with 
one another. 

Mr. Perry Stulken teaches most of the ge-
ometry part of this class and it gets the students 
thinking and understanding about how to ap-
ply these formulas to their building techniques 
and to understand geometry better. 

The team, is working very hard to get go-
ing on building this cabin.

School Store Inventory Expands
By Leeara Porter

After a few weeks of com-
plaints about the downgraded 
school store, the store has fi-
nally switched up some of the 
store offerings. There used to 
be no baked goods and not 
very many options for food 
items. But recently, they have 
added four different kinds of 
cookies. 

The cookies have become 
a big hit for the school store, 
rapidly becoming popular, and 
you can purchase the cookies 
for seventy-five cents. Com-
ments circulating now are bet-
ter since the school store has 

upgraded the snacks. 
“I’m glad they have some-

thing with sugar in it, and I’m 
also glad that we have more 
options now,” said Courtney 
Sprague. So far, only cookies 
have been added to the store. 
Maybe in the future they will 
add more items as the year 
continues. 

Many students agree that 
the store’s improvement were 
good because now there is 
more business.  Hopefully they 
continue to upgrade the store 
and make changes so there is 
more of a variety of. 

Key Club Members Stay Busy
By Allison Engel

For the month of October 
the LDHS Key Club has been 
busy with various projects. They 
cleaned up the highway out by 
Cheyenne Crossing, cleaned 
off the plaque behind the High 
School, they have a couple  of 
members attending the Fall Rally, 
and they have the Harvest Party 
coming up on Halloween! 

The Fall Rally is an event 
held by the district board for the 
entire Minnesota-Dakotas Dis-
trict of Key Club. It is held in Lo-
retto, MN at a lake where every-
one stays in cabins with people 
from different regions of the dis-
trict. Fall Rally teaches individu-
als how to collaborate with oth-
ers, trust people, get over mental 
fears, and train people in leader-
ship skills that everyone can use 
in everyday life. 

One of the major activities 
that students participate in for 
trusting skills is the High Ropes 
Course, where everyone is har-
nessed in and held up by a rope. 
At the other end of the rope is the 
rest of the team supporting the 

one in the harness. Participants 
are up to 35 feet in the air and 
complete an obstacle course. The 
Fall Rally is an amazing, once in 
a lifetime experience for students 
to participate in and one can only 
attend this great event by joining 
Key Club!

On another note, there is the 
Harvest Party. The Harvest Par-
ty that the Lead-Deadwood Key 
Club holds annually around Hal-
loween for kids. At the Harvest 
Party a haunted house will be set 
up along with a whole bunch of 
mini-games and loads of food! 
The Harvest Party is one of the 
biggest events that the Key Club 
holds and it’s so much fun for the 
kids, but also it is a blast for the 
Key Club members.

Key Club brings many oppor-
tunities for students all over the 
world and one shouldn’t pass up 
this amazing organization. Don’t 
know when the meetings are? 
Find a Key Club member during 
lunch or before or after school 
and just ask! It’s never too late 
to join!
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Danny Battochio also known as “Batman” the goalie for 
the Rush Hockey Team has attended a few of the LDHS 
volleyball matches lately shared some information with the 
publication’s staff. 
Q: When did you start playing hockey?
A: “I started playing hockey when I was around seven to 
eight years old. It started with lots of street hockey but I 
didn’t start organized ice hockey until 10.”
Q: What is your favorite thing about hockey?
A: “I enjoy playing the game and being a competitor. I en-
joy the challenges that the game brings mentally and phys-
ically, the lifestyle is rewarding.”
Q: What are some accomplishments you have achieved in 
your career?
A: “I’ve achieved many different on ice and off ice accom-
plishments throughout my career. Hockey has given me the 
opportunity to receive two degrees in college and universi-
ty. On the ice I would have to say winning a championship 
in Rapid City in 2010 would be at the top of the list.” The 
most rewarding event in his life with his wife Jami and his 
step son Aaron will be the birth of a baby boy in Decem-
ber 2015!
Q: What is your motivation to keep going when you get 
knocked down?
A: “My motivation when things get tough is the feeling of 
successfully overcoming. Nothing is ever forever in sport, 
it’s easy to play or do something when everything is go-
ing the right way. This is not usually the case when things 
get go wrong. It’s a challenge like no other, physically and 
mentally, you can choose to give up and live in that mo-
ment or you can choose to turn things around and try your 
best to make the best out of difficult times. Hockey and 
sports can teach us how to cope with situations that can be 
applied as life skill.”
Q: Have you played goalie your whole life?
A: “When I started playing hockey I was a player for the 
first three years. Then the next year no goalies showed up 
at team tryouts, so I gave it a shot, I enjoyed it and stuck 
with it.” 
Q: Who has impacted your hockey life the most?
A: “I’ve had so many influences in my life and career with 
hockey. I am so blessed to have had my mom and dad give 
me the opportunity to play the sport as I grew up. One of 
the biggest influences I’ve had and who has taught me the 
most in goal tending would be coach back home in Can-
ada, Bruce Mcdougall. He has taught me all of the funda-
mentals of goal tending and the little tricks. He knew how 
to get me working my hardest every time I trained. He has 
been instrumental to me as a coach and also a great friend 
in my life.”
Danny is a great guy on and off the ice. He is one of the 
role models I look up to. When he falls down, he always 
gets up and does better

NHS Members Strive for Excellence
By Kristina Sneath

National Honor Society is a nation-wide academic 
honors program. In order to be in National Honor Soci-
ety, you must maintain a grade point average of 3.5 or 
above to receive an invitation into the program. After 
you receive an invitation and fill out the information, it 
is sent in to a teacher advisory group to decide wheth-
er or not you will be accepted in. One can apply to be 
in National Honor Society after the first semester of the 
sophomore year or first semester of the junior year.  In 
order to stay in National Honor Society members must; 
complete 20 extra hours of community service, contrib-
ute in group community projects, for example Christmas 
shopping for homeless. They must also come to meet-
ings and participate in fund raisers. Other activities NHS 
participates in are; Halloween costume contest, Christ-
mas ugly sweater contest, Christmas shop for the less 
fortunate.

Mrs. Betty Campbell, head of National Honor So-
ciety spoke on the importance of NHS; “Members of 
National Honor Society must demonstrate four things; 
Leadership, Service in community, academic excellence, 
and positive characteristics.”

What it is? NHS stands for National Honor Society, 
an academic honors program nation wide. 

How one can get in it? A GPA of 3.5 or above to 
get an invitation but applicants have to be accepted by 
a teacher advisory group. 

The new officers are Hannah Rogers- president, 
Cameron Enright- vice president, Tommy Sperlin- trea-
surer, Jade Derby- secretary, Wade Shoop- parliamen-
tarian, and Brett Mattson- historian.

When asked what it like to be vice president Enright 
said, “It’s a Lot of work. I try to keep a good and posi-
tive image of myself, my  peers, and I keep a good atti-
tude and public image. I have to be really organized and 
be responsible, and take initiative.”

Petch Interviews Battochio
By Jaci Petsch

Ashlyn Hemmah and Mrs. Betty Campbell work con-
cessions to raise money for NHS projects.
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All State Choir will be held in Rap-
id City Oct. 30-31. This organized way 
for great, committed singers to sing, 
is made possible by SDHSAA (South 
Dakota High School Activities Associ-
ation). Tickets to watch the All-State 
Chorus preform are available for Oc-
tober 31, 2015. The upper levels of the 
balcony have been designated for gen-
eral admission and ticket prices are as 
follows: Reserved-$15, Adult Gen-
eral- $11, Students General- $6. The 
Grand Concert is at 7:00 p.m. Satur-
day 31, 2015 at the Rapid City Rush-
more Plaza Civic Center. 

The guest conductor is Peter Eck-
land. He is from the University of Ne-

braska, Lincoln. The rehearsal site 
is at the Rapid City Rushmore Pla-
za Civic Center. The All-State mu-
sic selections this year are “Gloria” 
from Mass in D by Antonin Dvor-
ak, “I Will Lift Mine Eyes” by Jake 
Runestad, “Baba Yetu” by Christo-
pher Tin, “Come Mighty Father” by 
Handel, Arr. By Robert Hines, “Dance 
on My Heart” by Allen Koepke, “Wa-
ter Is Wide” Mathew and Shelly Arm-
strong, and “He’ll Make a Way” by 
Byron Smith. 

To prepare for All-State, all that 
were able to attend went to a region-
al practice at BHSU on Monday 12, 
2015. They went from 8:00 in the 

morning to 8:00 in the evening mak-
ing it a total of 12 hours of singing for 
the entire day. Grace Campbell, one 
of the members of choir to make it 
into All-State, how well prepared that 
she believes they are and her response 
was that she thinks that they have all 
practiced really hard and that they are 
definitely going to be ready when the 
concert comes.  

The students from our school that 
are to All-State Choir is (Sopranos) 
Brandy Morris, Hannah Rogers, (Al-
tos) Grace Campbell and Reece Kna-
bel, (Tenors) Griffen Mackey, Tyler 
Finster, and (Basses) Dylan Arehart, 
and Jaxon Strickland.

All State Chorus To Perform in Rapid City
By Gracie Kosters

Attending All State Chorus Back Row L-R are Dylan Arehart, Tyler Finster, Griffen Mackey, and Jaxon Strickland. 
Front Row L-R: Brandy Morris, Reece Knabel, Hannah Rogers and Grace Campbell.
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 This Homecoming, the theme was 
“Diggers go Hollywood” and the students and 
staff showed AMAZING school spirt. But did 
you know that Lotus Up was also showing their 
love for our school? All week during the week 
of homecoming, Lotus Up was giving discounts 
if you came in dressed up for the dress up day! 
This is not the only school spirit that Lotus Up 
has ever shown because at the beginning of the 
school year they had a coffee named after us 
called the Gold Digger! 

 Also, as you may already know, Lo-
tus Up has decided to move properties to a 
new location that is in the process. It is being 
built next to Subway. Destiny Derby, one of the 
employees  was asked some questions about 
why they have decided to move locations and 
why they gave discounts for people with school 
spirit. Her response to the first question was 
that they wanted their own property and they 
were offered a very nice deal on the property 
that they are building on now. And then for the 
second question, her response was that they 
gave the discount because they appreciate the 
high school and middle school students com-
ing in, so they just wanted to show their grati-
tude by joining in the Homecoming festivities. 

We had our first TAA last month. TAA is where we meet 
as a group that we are assigned and with our advisor. We 
talk about different things every time we meet. Since some 
teachers left last year we got assigned a new one. This last 
time we met we made an island for our TAA group. We are 
making our own kind of world which is cool. We are includ-
ing everyone’s interests and ideas into one big project. All of 
us introduced ourselves to get to know each other better. A 
lot of people haven’t had this teacher or haven’t been around 
these kids a lot. When we talk about ourselves we can get 
to know each other better and learn more about them. Each 
TAA meeting we talk about something different and do some-
thing different. Doing different things with different people 
teaches how to work with different people and opens our 
thoughts up to different things we wouldn’t have thought of 
before. TAA helps us figure out what we would like to do 
in the future. We start to look at careers, colleges, and dif-
ferent associations we would like to attend and be a part of. 
Our TAA teacher checks on our grades and how we are do-
ing in school academically. She always makes sure we are 
doing all right outside of school also which is neat. Our TAA 
teacher really cares about us and our future. Sometimes we 
don’t know what to do but she is there for us to go to and 
ask questions. TAA is a great way to figure out what we are 
doing in the future. 

Lotus Up shows Spirit 
By Jaci Petch 

TAA Comes Back To LDHS
By Gracie Kosters

Jamie Gilcrease is the business owner of Lotus Up Espresso and Deli. Jamie is using her coffee shop and her life sto-
ry to help raise money for the Boys and Girls Club. It started off when Jamie heard of Alayna’s Challenge. The challenge 
consists of matching Alayna’s donation of twenty-five dollars and thirty-five cents, which was every cent she had in her 
piggybank, to the Boys and Girls Club. Jamie knew that she could indeed match the challenge, but wanted to go farther 
than that. Jamie was scheduled to cater the event of the All School Reunion at the Lead-Deadwood High School. An es-
timate of 550 people were signed up to attend the reunion, and Jamie knew with her small staff there would be no way 
to do it. It dawned on Jamie that she could ask the Boys and Girls Club to help her cater and in return she could give a 
check for one-thousand dollars.

Along with the check, Jamie used her life story to help raise money. She has a pretty big and emotional past and knew 
she could use it for a good cause. Jamie came from a broken home that left her with both mental and physical abuse. She 
had four siblings, but sadly one did not make it out. Jamie was eventually adopted, but only after a report was made that 
she would never amount to much or be able to function well in society. Jamie’s inspiration for helping the Boys and Girls 
Club comes from the fact that she never had a safe and encouraging place to go when she was a kid. It means a lot to her 
to give kids opportunities in life that they might not otherwise receive. The Boys and Girls Club teaches the children that 
there is nothing outside their reach, and Jamie feels that is exactly what the future generation needs to feel. Besides Alay-
na’s Challenge and Jamie’s story, she has recently added hot and cold mugs to her shop. Each selling for twenty-five dol-
lars, with ten dollars going directly to the Boys and Girls Club. Inside the cup is a free drink card along with the promise 
of twenty-five cents off any drink every time the cup is used. So far Jamie has raised over seven-thousand, one-hundred 
and seventy dollars for the Boys and Girls Club and doesn’t plan to stop any time soon!

Gilcrease / Lotus Up Raises Money for the Boys, Girls Club
By Grace Jacobs
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Recently NASA has discovered traces of liquid water 
on Mars. This discovery raises questions about whether or 
not life could exist on the red planet. NASA has known for 
years that water once flowed on Mars long ago, but now 
observations suggest that this water appears seasonally on 
Mars. However, scientists have yet to discover where the 
water came from or if it’s enough to sustain life.  

The water forms dark lines as it rolls down the Martian 
slopes, which solves the mystery of the dark streaks that 
have been observed since 2010. Lujendra Ojha was the first 
to discover them. He was studying images brought to Earth 
by the HiRISE camera, which is part of NASA’s Mars Re-
connaissance Orbiter. At the time, he said he had no idea 
how important his observations would be. Half a decade 
later, his observations have proven very valuable. 

Since 2010, scientists have repeatedly pointed HiRISE 
at Martian slopes and craters. They observed that the streaks 
lengthened and then vanished during warmer seasons. They 

noticed that the streaks appeared in the same areas every 
time, near the planet’s equator, and that they oozed from 
steep slopes and crater walls. Those features could be ex-
plained if the water was seeping down slopes and darken-
ing their surface, but the problem was that they could not 
detect any sources of water. Now, the team has associated 
the streaks with hydrated salts in four different areas where 
the streaks appear. The salts have water molecules trapped 
in their crystal structures. The flow of these salts means that 
the streaks are forming due to contemporary water.

Only one big question remains; Where is it coming 
from? Scientists have many theories as to how it appeared, 
such as from an aquifer or melting subsurface ice. Wher-
ever it’s coming from, it’s no surprise that there is water 
on Mars due to the fact that entire Martian landscapes have 
been sculpted by it. But until now, evidence has been scarce 
for flowing water on the surface today. This means that the 
search for life beyond Earth is still a mystery.

Halloween is coming up and the Lead-Deadwood area 
is sure getting frightful. Not for the first, but the third time, 
paranormal investigators will be coming to the Black Hills in 
search of discovery of the supernatural. The Adams House 
will be open to the public for the investigators to see if any-
thing further can be discovered throughout the suspected 
haunted house. The Historic Adams House was built in 1892 
by Harris and Anna Franklin. Since then, the old Victori-
an has been preserved and kept by the Deadwood Historic 
Preservation Commission and the Adams-Mastrovich Fam-

ily Foundation. Original furniture and belongings still fur-
nish the historic home. The investigators themselves have 
been to the house multiple times and never proved nor dis-
proved any activity throughout the house. Considering this 
isn’t the paranormal investigators first time inspecting the 
house, they will have more of a general idea and experience 
to test the house for ghosts and ghouls. The house opens 
up on Oct. 23-24 for paranormal investigations. People are 
strongly encouraged to visit the historic landmark to expe-
rience the “supernatural.” 

PETA, or People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, is 
a group that advocates for animal rights. Most would agree 
that animal rights are a perfectly respectable, noble thing to 
fight for. However, PETA is famous for suing individuals 
and organizations that they believe to be detrimental to their 
cause and harmful to furthering the rights of animals. How-
ever, their latest lawsuit has taken things just a bit too far. 

PETA’s latest publicity stunt involves a British nature 
photographer named David Slater. Slater was on the Indo-
nesian island of Sulawesi photographing Macaque monkeys 
in their natural habitat. Slater later discovered that during 
his excursion, a six-year-old Macaque named Naruto bor-
rowed one of Slater’s cameras and took what we call a self-
ie. The photo was used by Slater in his self published book 
“Wildlife Personalities,” as well as by various other outlets.

According to most of the outlets that used the now 
famed “monkey selfie,” there is no copyright pertaining to 
the photo because it was taken by a monkey. According to 

PETA however, Naruto, the Macaque that took the pho-
to, owns the copyrights to the picture as he is the one who 
took it. Now, the United States Copyright Office says copy-
rights will not be given to anything other than human be-
ings. However, PETA refuses to give up, arguing that the 
United States Copyright Office is somehow incorrect in its 
own rules regarding copyrights. According to Jeffrey Kerr, 
PETA’s lawyer, the copyright policy is “only an opinion,” 
stating that Naruto owns the copyright because he took the 
photograph. 

This is far from what PETA originally set out to do. 
Yes, they intend on using any funds won from the case to 
improve Macaque habitats in the Indonesian islands, but 
should they really be doing it at the expense of an inno-
cent nature photographer who identifies himself as an ani-
mal rights advocate? When an organization feels the need to 
sue private citizens who are clearly innocent of any wrong-
doing to raise funds, something significant needs to change.   

NASA Discovers Water on Mars

Paranormal Investigators in Lead and Deadwood

PETA Fights for Copyright Privileges for Monkeys

By Grace Campbell

By Neil Mattson

By Jared Skvicalo
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What is Cardiopulmonary resuscitation or (CPR)? Well, Cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) is a procedure to support and maintain breathing 
and circulation for an infant, child, adolescent, or adult who has stopped 
breathing (respiratory arrest) and/or whose heart has stopped (cardiac ar-
rest). It is important to know CPR because it could save a life. During the 
month of November, all juniors at LDHS had to learn about CPR and how 
to do it properly.  Students have a chance to get their CPR certification as 
well. While only a few wanted their license, others jumped on the oppor-
tunity to get them. The reason being to save a life when needed 

 Some juniors saw the class as a waste of their time, considering 
that most of them had homework to complete and this class was during 
SRB. Most would’ve rather had the class be optional and that it should be 
scheduled better in the future. Others thought of it as useful. A few hope 
to enter the medical field after graduation and saw this as a opportunity 
to learn. They thought it was a good use of time, especially the ones who 
gave five dollars to become CPR certified. The bad thing is that the license 
are only good for two years and then the students would need to attend 
CPR training again to renew their certification. 

Juniors Train to be CPR Ready 
By Paige Price 
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The views in the LDHS Nugget are not the views 
of the Publications Staff. They merely represent an 
individual’s opinion. The Nugget will accept only 
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an editor or advisor before publication will approve 
all photographs and artwork. In no way will a story, 
photo, or caption in the paper be used to intentionally 
humiliate or publicly demoralize a person or groups of 
people, or any activity and/or club that the person is 
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Teachers have decided who the students of the month 
are. For the month of November Carolyn Groeger and Wy-
att Hess have been chosen. Each month students are picked 
from a different grade. Students of the month have to meet 
some requirements set by the administration. 

Carolyn Groeger participates in volleyball and track. 
Carolyn also is a member of the FCA, which stands for Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes. Carolyn also likes to hike, 
snowboard, and ride horses when she is outside of school. 
The other student of the month 

Wyatt Hess is involved in some different activities. Wy-
att participates in wrestling, football, and track. Wyatt also 
is a member in the LDHS band. Outside of school he likes 
to hike, fix things, and work with his hands. Both student 
of the months are active kids in and out of school.

The students of the month for September were Maddie 
Larsen and Joey Fox. Both Maddie and Joey are seniors this 
year. Maddie participates in cross country, basketball, and 
track. She just qualified to go to state in cross country. Joey 
Fox participates in golf, robotics, and NHS. 

Taylor Beagle
The students of the month for October were Taylor 

Beagle and Colt Bradley. Both Taylor and Colt are both ju-
niors this year. Taylor is involved in Volleyball, swim team, 
student council, key club, and golf. Colt is involved with 
football, baseball, and is in NHS. 

Student of the Month is based on a few different things. 
Students must have a minimum of 3.00 GPA to be eli-
gible for the student of the month. Students will be se-
lected based on three criteria. The person has to partici-
pate in athletics and fine art activities. They have to be in 
a school related activities. Participating in school activities 
shows your school spirit and says you are proud to be go-
ing to school at Lead-Deadwood. Character is a big thing 
in Lead-Deadwood High School. The student of the month 
has to have a positive impact on the school climate. They 
have to have exhibits traits of a model citizen and student. 
Students are eligible each school year, but may be award-
ed only once. Student of the month is one male and one fe-
male each month and only one class. The classes are on a 
rotating schedule. After all the students are met by the cri-
teria the teachers are the ones who choose the kids to be 
student of the month. Being student of the month is a great 
accomplishment and shows a lot about who they are. 

By Jaci Petsch
Kiwanis Chooses Students of the Month Sept. Oct. Nov.

Maddie Larsen Joey Fox Carolyn Groeger Wyatt Hess

Colt Bradley 
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The first volleyball play-off game was on 
Tuesday, November 3 as the Digger Volley-
ball team faced the St. Thomas Moore Cava-
liers. The Digger volleyball team won in four 
sets to qualify to the next round of playoffs. 
The ladies had a few days to practice then 
they drove to Belle Fourche to face the Lady 
Broncs. The Lady Broncs were seated first in 
the region, so they would be a tough team 
to beat. After five incredibly intense sets, the 
Lady Diggers pulled it off with a win. After 
Belle Fourche, the members went home and 
practiced for a week. On Tuesday November 
tenth the Lady Diggers went over to Spear-
fish to play the Lady Spartans. The Lady Dig-
gers lost to the Lady Spartans in four sets. The 
Lady Diggers had an incredible season with a 
record of 27-6. A few of the Lady Digger vol-
leyball team have achieved some goals that 
have never been achieved before in the his-
tory of Lead-Deadwood High School. As of 
now, the Lady Diggers have one girl going to 
go play college volleyball at Dakota Wesley-
an University. The Lady Diggers hope to keep 
the bar held high for the younger girls. 

The Day of the Dead is a Mexican holiday that is ac-
knowledged in many different cultures. The days of the dead 
are truly a celebration of life.  When children dance with 
caricatures of death, eat skull sugar molds and learn to re-
spect that life is brief, they learn there is a circle to life and 
to not fear death and then are free to enjoy and appreciate 
every moment. Some people have had beliefs that this cel-
ebration should be celebrated like Christmas. 

During the days of the dead, the family often takes the 
opportunity to visit the gravesite and pull weeds, clean any 

debris and decorate the graves of loved ones.  Often candles, 
flowers and the favorite foods of the deceased are placed 
on the grave and the family visits, eats, sings and tells fa-
vorite stories about those who have passed. Recently our 
Spanish class has done fun activities to celebrate the Day of 
the Dead. Because just like the other cultures, the Day of 
the Dead means something special to Americans. The ritu-
als used to celebrate the day are varied and colorful.  Yet, 
all carry the same message, celebrating the day of the dead 
is a true celebration of life.

By Leeara Porter

Spanish Classes Celebrate the Day of the Dead

By Jaci Petsch
Lady Diggers Fall Short

The Spanish III class IV celebrates the Day of the Dead. 

Jade Derby and Miranda Gallagher jump high to block the ball.
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 Boy Basketball is determined to have a good season 
this year. Coach Jonathan Lane was asked what are some 
things the team has been doing to prepare for the season 
and he said, “The boys have been coming to open gyms 
in the morning, working out, and going to camps.” Coach 
Lane also said, “I am very excited for the season because 
the team is made up of younger athletes and the team has 
a lot of potential. The boys are hungry to learn.” For this 
upcoming season, they have a new JV coach named Dillon 
Loper to help out. The team has also done different skill 
developments to make themselves better. Chris Lipp said, 
“Personally we have been working hard and we have been 

working on our defense. Chris also said, “I have improved 
on my defense and I am looking forward to being back on 
the court and playing.” 

The boys’ basketball season kicks off with their first 
practice on Nov. 30. The team’s first will take place on Dec. 
19 at HOME against Douglas High School. Coach Lane has 
also got a few managers that will be helping the team out a 
lot through the season. Coach Lane’s managers as of right 
now are Gracie Kosters and McKayla Norton. During prac-
tices, Coach Lane will be having the managers take film, 
stats and many other things. The whole team is excited to 
see what this season has in store for them. 

Basketball Boys are Eager to Begin the New Season
By McKayla Norton

 The fall sports season is coming to an end and the 
winter season is just beginning. With all the snow and 
Christmas carols comes the 2015-2016 girls’ basketball sea-
son. Just a short two weeks after the end of volleyball sea-
son, the girls suit up again, but this time to play some bas-
ketball. On Nov. 23 the girls start their two-a-day practices 
with head coach Zach Wevik and assistant coach Lindsey 
Fearing.

 The team has seven returning seniors to help lead 
the team this year, including Miranda Gallagher, Jade Der-
by, Hanah Cerkoney, Hannah Rogers, Sydnee Hamann, 
Maddie Larsen, and Ashley Sandidge. “We mostly have 
the same team as last year so they are very experienced 
and pretty comfortable playing with each other. I am real-
ly looking forward to this season and I expect to see a lot 
of growth.” answered Wevik during an interview. 

 This season, the team will have one less coach. “I 

think this definitely changes things. Mrs. Campbell was a 
big part of the team last year and she will be missed, but we 
will make it work.” said Wevik. “I expect STM, Spearfish, 
and Belle Fourche to be our biggest competition this year 
but I am confident we have the potential to compete with 
these teams.”

 This year, the Lady Golddiggers have set some new 
goals. “I think we definitely want to improve on our re-
cord from last year, but our main goal is to reach the region 
championship game to give ourselves a chance to go to the 
state tournament in Watertown.” said Wevik. “This season 
I plan to change up a few things. I plan to add a few things 
to the offense and the defense that will hopefully help us 
out for the better.”

 This year will definitely be different for the Lady 
Golddiggers, but the girls and coaches are prepared and ex-
cited to begin the new season. 

Lead-Deadwood Girls Prepare for Basketball Season
By Grace Campbell

With the 2015-16 wrestling season starting, the team is 
really excited and looking forward to a great and success-
ful season. “My goal is to work harder than ever before and 
give it my all to my fullest capabilities,” said Dylin John-
son, a sophomore wrestler. The team has 32 kids going out 
for the season, 15 of which are high school students with 
the remaining 17 being middle school students. Some mem-
bers of the team believe that the season will overall go re-
ally well with great opportunities to succeed not only on 
the matt but off as well. The team has some new wrestlers 
going out this year who are really excited. Wyatt Hess stat-
ed, “I’m excited for the opportunity. It’s not something I 

am used to but I like it so far. I hope to get as much out of 
it as I can being a first year wrestler. I’m really excited and 
happy to be a part of the team with great teammates and a 
very good coach.” 

After interviewing Bailey Norton, he gave some advice 
to the new wrestlers: “Step up. Put in a lot of work and 
come in with a good mind-set. It will be difficult at first but 
it will get easier, just give it your all.” With a great coach-
ing staff, the wrestlers plan on winning as many duels as 
possible with hopefully a few of them getting the opportu-
nity to go to state. 

Wrestlers Look Forward to Having a Successful Season
By Kelsey Stuen
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The Chamber of Poets
Make me your home

Fill in all my spaces with pieces of you 
Hang your pictures in my lungs and make 

memories in my heart 
Put your traveling shoes in my toes 

Fill my brain with your laughter, and my eyes 
with your smiles 

Let my arms be your shelter 
When you hear my name, I hope it sounds like 

home 

Home
By Delaney Voigt

Rain falls like a small symphony 
Puddles pool in patterns of infinity

Until they are washed away into gutters of 
despair

Until summoned to plummet from air 
Like rain we fall down to slide, puddle, and 

drown 
Fly free and swim until put under the ground 

Beautiful in small arrangements 
But each with the capabilities for catastrophe 

Inspires sadness or a masterpiece 
The idol of desire 

A model to perspire
All forms of falling 

For mouths that come calling 
Like rain we fall down to slide, puddle, and 

drown
Fly free and swim 

Until put underground 
Curse it when it comes 
Curse it when it goes 

The solution to problem 
Or cause of all our woes 

Every role is partaken 
Whether praised or forsaken

Raindrops
By Michael Crawford

Be pure 
Stay humble 

The way of the world 
is harsh my friend 
Let the light shine 

through the clouds 
Let it touch your heart 
in ways that nothing 

else can 
Do not fall into the 

depths of hatred and 
scrutiny 

Stay as clear as the 
waters washing onto 

the beaches of the 
Caribbean

Maintain an image 
that can be trusted by 

others
Be pure

Purity
By Ally Specht

Maroon or gold? 
Just do what you’re told 
Can we listen to music?

Can we not do this? 
Can we use a calculator? 
What will we use this for? 

I’m tired 
I’m hungry 

I want my mummy 
Time to go home and nap

And dream about that midterm report card 
Hope everything goes smoothly 

Wow that wasn’t too hard

School
 By Kanicee Bears 

 Sports keeps my 
healthy and happy 

I do this so I don’t get 
flabby 

Sports connect you 
and I 

I will do this till I die 
There are a lot of 

sports you can do 
The choice is up to 

you 
In order to be the 

best you have to work 
without rest 

Sports
By Maxx Percy

The lonely dog sitting 
around

 Back and forth from 
room to room, 

Laying one place and 
then another

Checking out the 
window, 

Waiting for his family 
to come home

He takes a nap in the 
sun,

Barks at the mailman 
when he delivers the 

mail
He hears the door 

open 
He greets his owners 
with a wagging tail 

The 
Lonely 

Dog
By Alexis Simpson

A field of white lies 
gently on the firm 

ground 
With top layers 

awaiting to be blown 
away by a soft wind 
Children gather in 
search of friends 

Making plans to frolic 
and laugh 

Knowing that the 
winter sky shall perish 

Everyone joins by a 
fire to breathe the last 
breathe of the winter 

air

Winter
By Nik Scott
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“Every time a bell rings, an 
angel gets his wings.” The quote 
that starts the story is one that is 
known in the story “It’s a Won-
derful Life.” The LDHS Drama De-
partment produced the show Nov. 
13-14 in the high school auditori-
um. They put an interesting twist 
or the original, the “setting” for the 
play was a radio show production 
of It’s a Wonderful Life, a drama-
tization by Joe Landry. 

The cast for the radio show it’s 
a wonderful life was Jaxon Strick-
land playing Jake Laurents in the 
radio show portion and as George 
Bailey in the production, Camer-
on Enright playing Harry “Jazz-
bo” Heywood in the radio show 
portion and multiple characters 
throughout the production but 
one major one as Clarence, Kael-
er Quenzer playing Sally Apple-
white in the radio show portion 
and Mary in the production, Wil-
liam Pearson played Freddie Film-
ore in the radio show portion and 
playing multiple roles for the pro-
duction but his major one was 
Mr. Potter, Baylie Trevino playing 
Lana Sherwood in the radio show 

portion and had multiple roles in 
the production but mostly play-
ing Violet, Brianna Pfeiffer Mu-
noz playing Lois Sherwood in the 
radio show portion had multiple 
roles throughout the production, 
Sydnee Hamann playing the stage 
manager named Phillis Steinway  
for the radio show and having no 
role in the production. Rose Los-
ey played Blanche Bernstein in the 
radio show portion but was unable 
to perform due to illness and I am 
unaware of her role in the produc-
tion due to her being sick, and Me-
gan Snow played Estelle Goldberg 
in the radio show portion and pro-
vided sound effects. 

The setting for this show was 
the stage and auditorium of Stage 
A at WBFR in Manhattan, New 
York, 1946. Act one began on a 
Friday night at 7:30 p.m. in 1946, 
followed by a small intermissions 
and then act two immediately fol-
lowed. 

The production staff for the 
play was Ms. Barbara Fosheim, di-
rector; Mr. Oliver Burgoyne, tech-
nical director; Mr. Dean Peterson 
provided the music. 

It’s A Wonderful Life
By: Gracie Kosters 

Kaeler Quenzer at the end of the play with 
snow falling down.

Brianna Pfeiffer and Baylie Trevino listening 
intently to the speakers.

Megan Snow and Kaeler Quenzer doing a 
commercial for the play.

The cast waving goodbye as the play ends with falling snow.
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Sydnee Hamann eating a sandwich during the play. Megan Snow making the noises for the play.

Jaxon Strickland saying his lines. Sydnee Hamann and Megan Snow sharing a moment.

Cameron Enright waiting to say his lines. Kaeler Quenzer setting up before the play begins.
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The harsh, bru-
tal South Dakota winter 
that we all love so much 
is soon approaching. Even 
with the 3 foot blizzards 
and the freezing tempera-
tures, we still have to con-
tinue our daily lives and 
transportation is necessary. 
Driving in severe winter 
weather can be a stressful 
experience, requiring a lot 
of concentration and com-
posure.  However, it’s just 
as tough on cars because 
too few drivers take the 
time to completely win-
terize their cars. Here’s a 
list of winter car tips you 
should be doing to make 
sure you’re ready for South 
Dakota winter:

1. Flush the cooling 
system and replace the 
coolant  
The ideal mixture of anti-
freeze (coolant) and water 
inside your vehicle’s radia-
tor is 50/50. If the mixture 
deviates from this norm, 

then hot, and cold, weath-
er performance can suffer.

2. Check your wind-
shield wiper blades  
Make sure that your wind-
shield wiper blades are not 
torn or ripped. The last 
thing you would want is to 
be stuck driving in a bliz-
zard without your wipers 
working properly.

3. Check your battery  
Very cold temperatures 
can reduce a vehicle’s bat-
tery power by up to 50 
percent. Have your battery 
serviced and load-tested 
to check its ability to hold 
a charge. If the battery is 
more than four and-a-half 
years old, it may be a good 
idea to replace it.

4. Check tire pressure  
As the temperature drops 
your tires will likely lose 
pressure. While you’re at 
it, make sure there is air 
in the spare tire and that 
all the proper tire-chang-
ing equipment is in the ve-

hicle.
5. Make sure your tires 

have plenty of tread  
Worn tires on a slick road 
are extremely dangerous. 
If you are not sure about 
the condition of your tires, 
consult your mechanic.

6. Keep the gas tank as 
full as possible  
Running out of gas in 
freezing conditions would 
not be good. So, having a 
full tank of gas not only 
helps in the case of bad 
weather, but it also helps 
prevent moisture from 
freezing in the gas lines.

7. Check your defroster 
and heater units.

Making sure you de-
froster works proper-
ly is very important be-
cause when moisture from 
inside the car condenses 
on the windshield, it can 
make it very hard to see. 
Also it is very important to 
stay warm and comfortable 
when driving.

8. Get a tune up  
Make sure to get a check-
up with your local me-
chanic to make sure every-
thing is working properly, 
especially your four-wheel 
drive.

9. Pack a safety kit An 
emergency situation on the 
road can arise at any time, 
so it helps to be prepared. 
Here are some suggest-
ed items to carry in your 
trunk:

A flashlight, flares and 
a first-aid kit.

Jumper cables, a tool 
kit and tire chains.

A blanket, warm 
clothes, hat and gloves.

Paper towels.
A bag of salt or kit-

ty litter for added traction 
when a tire is stuck.

A snow brush, ice 
scraper and snow shovel.

Extra windshield wash-
er fluid.

Extra food and bottled 
water.

Hanna Demonstrates How to Winterize Your Vehicle 
By Kristian Hanna
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John A. Bigney of the City of Deadwood passed away 
Oct. 26. After having a surgery on his hip, he started ex-
periencing body problems. Being so tall, Bigney has always 
experienced growth problems, but that didn’t hold him 
back from being a great part of the community. He was a 
volunteer firefighter and was the recipient of the Commu-
nity Recognition Award. 

John was someone who was kind to everyone, wheth-
er it was a tourist or a fellow member of the community. 
Keeping up and helping around the City of Deadwood was 

something Bigney was always up to do. Catching eyes from 
all over the town when he would walk Main Street often 
got him in pictures with many people. 

Bigney was kind hearted and there was not a single 
mean bone in his body. John A. Bigney was 52 years of age 
when he passed away in the Rapid City Regional Hospi-
tal. Memorial Services were held at 10 a.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 4, 2015, at the Lead-Deadwood Memorial Chapel 
in Lead. Inurement followed the ceremony at Holy Cross 
Cemetery near Lead.

On Wednesday, Nov. 11, the 
school held two assemblies for 
Veteran’s Day. 

The first assembly was to hon-
or and appreciate the veterans who 
have fought and continue to fight 
for our country and our lives. 

The second assembly was to fo-
cus on the choices teenagers make 
and how it’ll affect their futures. 
The assembly was held by Todd 
Becker Foundation. The presen-
tation covered the tragic and life-

changing choices that ultimately 
led to the death of Todd Becker. 
Seen by over 40,000 high school 
students in the Midwest, the sto-
ry is told largely by Todd’s older 
brother, Keith Becker. It goes into 
detail about how drugs and alcohol 
are not the narrow path to take for 
students who just started their life. 

Keith Becker went through the 
situation and portrayed an image of 
his younger brother as hard-work-
ing and determined. Todd Becker 

was a senior in high school and 
just about to start his life, when an 
unfortunate decision stopped him 
from even starting. 

Keith went into detail about 
the tragic ending and how students 
can prevent themselves from mak-
ing such decisions. 

All in all, the assembly showed 
the students that they should ap-
preciate the ones who fight for us 
and to always make smart deci-
sions.

Students Honor Veterans During Assembly
By Courtney Sprague

By Courtney Sprague

Deadwood Fireman, Gone but Never Forgotten
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The Northern Hills Honor Band 
was held on Nov. 24 at the Spearfish 
High School as well as the Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish. Band 
members from both middle schools 
and high schools came from all over 
the Northern Hills to practice and play 
at the concert later that night. There 
are two bands that perform at the con-
cert. 

A middle school band plays as well 
as a high school band. To get in to the 
Northern Hills Honor Band one must 
inform their director that they want to 
go, what their instrument is, and if they 
have attended any honor bands before 
or if they have participated in solo and 
ensemble contest. The band director 

takes this information and submits it 
to the committee who runs the North-
ern Hills Honor Band where they will 
decide who gets in by how much stu-
dent has participated in band. To bal-
ance out the sound of the honor band 
the committee needs to know what in-
strument the student plays. 

The LDHS band, directed by Mick 
Dragoo, sent nine high school and 
eleven middle school students to the 
2015 Northern Hills Honor Band. The 
high school members were: Melinda 
Grass on the clarinet, Willow Hansen 
on the trombone, Blake Ingham on the 
tenor sax, Grace Jacobs on the flute, 
Brendan Kearns on the baritone, Gar-
rett Kiefer on the alto sax, Josh Lehm-

an on percussion, Mikayla St. Pierre on 
the flute, and Brigham Williams play-
ing the tuba. The group arrived at the 
Spearfish High School to practice sev-
eral hours before being released for a 
lunch break. 

Once the break was over, the 
high school honor band rehearsed at 
the college until they were released 
for supper. The concert, which start-
ed at 6:30, was held in the auditori-
um at the Spearfish High School. The 
middle school honor band opened the 
concert with several songs, proud-
ly showing off what they had accom-
plished that day. To bring the concert 
to a close, the high school honor band 
played their pieces. 

Spearfish High School Hosts Northern Hills Honor Band
By Grace Jacobs

The 58th annual Augustana Band Festival was held over 
Nov. 13 and Nov. 14, 2015 at the Augustana University and 
the Washington Pavilion in Sioux Falls. Band members from 
several states attend the festival, and there were over two-
hundred members at the festival this time. Because there are 
so many students, everyone is categorized into three differ-
ent bands. The Honor Band is the smallest and is the hard-
est to get in to. The standards to get in are that the student’s 
director must write how valued the student is and what they 
contribute, as well as who their private tutor is and how 
many years they have been to All-State Honor Band. The 
next band is the Gold Band where members are usually se-
lected by their rank given by their director. The Blue Band 
is the final band where members are selected by rank as 
well. Not everyone that signs up to go will get in, howev-
er, as Augustana chooses all the members by rank and what 
instruments they need to balance out the bands. The Blue 
Band members included Melinda Grass on the clarinet, Wil-

low Hansen on the trombone, Brendan Kearns on the bari-
tone, Mikayla St. Pierre on the flute, and Brigham Williams 
playing the tuba. The Gold Band members included Grace 
Jacobs on the flute, and Josh Lehman playing percussion. 

Over the course of the first day the bands practiced for a 
total six and a half hours. The second day consisted of two 
hours of practice in the morning, then a concert hour where 
Augustana University band students were able to play be-
fore the bands were released for lunch. The bands rehearsed 
once more for a dress rehearsal in the Washington Pavil-
ion before the concert later that night. The concert started 
around seven and ended at nine. The Augustana University 
concert band opened the concert with a song containing sev-
eral movements. The Honor Band then followed with three 
different songs, containing multiple solos. The Blue Band 
performed five musical pieces, also with solos throughout. 
The Gold Band played five more songs which brought the 
concert, and the 58th Augustana Band Festival, to a close. 

Band Students Attend 58th Annual Augustana Band Festival
By Grace Jacobs

Art Club is always hard at work, trying many different 
things to bring joy to the holidays and athletic events. The 
club consists of Paige Wittmayer, Lillie Niemeyer, Maddie 
Morrison, Lily Keehn and Brianna Sneesby.  Oliver Bur-
goyne has stated that the club has made an improvement 
on raising money. They have raised more money than they 
did last year. The Art Club has plans to do festive creations 
for the school, such as Valentine’s Day boxes with choco-
lates inside. They are also trying to plan and think of idea 
for Easter and St. Patrick’s Day. The club is planning on 

taking a field trip to learn more about glass blowing. The 
Art Club participates in charity events, such as the charity 
event called Empty Bowls. 

They also participate in the photography contest at the 
Black Hills State. “I try giving students opportunities to earn 
service hours so they can graduate”, Burgoyne has said. The 
Art Club is open to any artist that wants to engage in fun 
activities and has a passion for art. But it’s also not just for 
art students, if someone enjoys helping the community then 
the Art Club can be for anyone!

By Leeara Porter
Art Club Brings Joy To Athletic And Holiday Events
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National Honor Society has been working hard. Mrs. Betty Campbell 
explained some of things the things NHS is doing this month. She said, 
“The group made baked goods for Parent-Teacher Conferences held 
Nov. 12. NHS is also putting together a dodgeball tournament which will 
take place Monday, Nov. 23, and it will cost three dollars per teammate 
or a canned good from each teammate.” She was asked if the NHS mem-
bers work hard. She said, “They work really hard. They are the ones 
that come up with the ideas. The dodgeball tournament was their idea 
and all the earnings of the tournament will be going to charity.” Camp-
bell is mostly looking forward to other projects that are planned. She 
said, “I am excited for our community service projects. We go shopping 
for Christmas for families or children in need. We are wanting to start 
a recycling program in the school. We are also are going to try and do 
a Father-Daughter bonding night at the elementary school.” In order to 
be in NHS you have to meet the requirements. Those requirements: you 
have to be a junior or senior and have at least 3.5 GPA. In NHS, you 
have to do 20 extra community service learning hours. 

NHS Starts Community Projects
By McKayla Norton

Did you know that November is Kiwanis Family Month? During Ki-
wanis Family month Key Club International picks a week call Key Club 
Week! Key Club Week gives one the opportunity to show one’s com-
munity what Key Club is truly about: service. Each day places an em-
phasis on service, to promote Key Club within one’s home, school and 
community and to make Key Club a known name all over the world! 
Key Club week is November 2nd-6th this year and Key Club mem-
bers all over the world are doing their part in celebrating the organiza-
tion with service! Key Club Week is also a time for recruiting members, 
teaming up with the rest of the Kiwanis Family on a service project, and 
coming up with great service ideas. It is a great chance to collaborate 
with different Kiwanis Family members about what projects they are 
doing and taking these projects and applying them more in one’s com-
munity. Anybody can join Key Club! If one is interested in joining Key 
Club find a member today! Don’t be shy; if one loves service and loves 
helping others then Key Club is the thing for you! 

By Allison Engel
Key Club Helps Local FamiliesInterp Team Goes to BHSU

Zoe Fraun, Jachin Ruth, and Katie Tieman at-
tend the BHSU speech and debate competi-
tion

Taylor Statler, Ember Adkins, and Mara Ja-
cobs at the speech and debate meet at BHSU
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Suicide has always been an invisible force 
that has taken many good people for as long as 
people can remember. But in recent years, sui-
cide rates have steadily started to increase, es-
pecially in small towns. According to recent 
research, rural adolescents tend to commit sui-
cide at roughly twice the rate of urban adoles-
cents. 

 Suicide is not just a threat to the young. 
In fact, rates over all age groups have risen by 
seven percent in metropolitan counties from 
2004 to 2013. In rural counties, however, the 
increase was twenty percent. According to the 
C.D.C, the Center for Disease Control, Wyo-
ming had the highest suicide rate in the nation 
last year, with almost 30 deaths per 100,000 
people in 2012. These numbers soar above the 
national average of 12.6 deaths per 100,000 
people. 

 It is believed that rural community 
suicides are more predominant because of the 
combination of lower incomes, greater isola-
tion, family issues, and health problems. In ru-
ral communities, people have limited access to 
psychologists that can help with these medical 
problems. Therefore, people see regular doc-
tors complaining of headaches or trouble sleep-
ing when the real problem can lead to much 
worse. These doctors can’t tell that anything is 
wrong with them physically so patients don’t 
get the help they need. This is believed to be a 
major reason for suicide in rural communities. 

 Suicide is a very serious matter all over 
the world, but people should never have to feel 
like they have no reason to go on. They should 
always be able to get help from people that 
understand what they are going through and 
know how to help. Life is precious and every-
one is special in some way. Some people just 
need a little help to realize that.

By Grace Campbell

Cyber safety is extremely important because you never know who 
could be on the other end of the phone receiving your information if 
you have never met them in person before.  That’s the reason why you 
should never give out information about yourself on social media for 
people that you have never met.  Anyone who wanted to would be able 
to get a hold of you.  It is always better to be safe than sorry when it 
comes to putting your information on the internet. 

The internet is everywhere with you, especially since most teens 
from ages 12-17 have some sort of social media.   No matter how many 
security measures are increased, there are still fake people on the inter-
net.  Someone that says they are 15-years old online may be 50-years 
old in reality, and they could be lying about their age for inappropriate 
reasons.  For that reason, agreeing to meet someone online is extreme-
ly dangerous, and it could result in something terrible.  Some ways to 
stay safe on the internet are to avoid giving your personal information 
away to others, never meet with someone from the internet in person 
and make sure to never (even if it is an accident) give your password 
out to anyone.  For internet privacy, keep your social media settings on 
private so that only people you allow are able to see what you post and 
say.  For example, go to Google, then look up your name.  Everything 
that comes up is what anyone who wants to can see about you.  One 
way to stay safe with your e-mail account is to avoid opening links from 
people you do not know.  Chat rooms are one of the most dangerous 
places to be.  The reason for this is because adult predators will enter a 
teen chat room and pose as a teenager in order to get your information 
or to convince you to meet them in person. 

Staying Safe on the Internet
By Gracie Kosters

Keep your pets indoors! Lately, there have been multiple sight-
ings of mountain lions in town. One sighting was on Nemo Road, the 
mountain lion was caught on camera while walking through some 
trees with a medium sized dog locked in its jaws. There have been 
a few more sightings of mountain lions lying on porches, attacking 
deer in driveways, and loitering in yards. Keep watch of pets while 
they are outside. If a screaming noise is heard, that could mean that 
there is a mountain lion nearby. If so, make sure the pets are inside 
and safe as well as yourself. To take extra precaution for pet’s safe-
ty take a look outside before you let them out and keep a flashlight 
nearby if it is dark outside.

  Mountain lions are self-contained animals. They are very 
territorial and normally try to avoid other cats. These lions are ac-
tive hunters and travel long distances for food. This may be the rea-
son for the lions to move into town for hunting. They are strong and 
powerful animals and could possibly be a threat to house pets. Moun-
tain lions typically won’t attack a humans but it could possibly hap-
pen. Stay safe and keep watch on your pets. 

Mountain Lions in the Hills
By Maddie Anderson

Above: Isabella Jones hopefully practicing her 
cyber safety

Working to Prevent Suicide
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‘Tis the season for Christmas concerts, and this year the Lead-Dead-
wood High school and Middle school Band and Choir performed some of 
the best Christmas music for the holiday season. The high school and mid-
dle school choirs prepared to blow the crowds away with a White Christ-
mas. To start off the concert, Rachel Eggers and Dylan Arehart preformed 
Through the Eyes of a Child. They will be followed by the LDMS Choir 
singing their five pieces, Welcome the Holidays, A Winter Wish, Who Is 
This Tiny Babe?, Starry Night of Winter, and Sky Songs. 1. Rain 11. Stars. 
Their guest director was Mr. Jesse Dunaway, accompanied on the piano 
by Mr. Dean Peterson. Then finishing up the concert, the LDHS Choir per-
formed On This Day Join the Singing, A Festive Fa La La, “Gloria” form 
Mass in D, Carols Around, Infant Holy, God Rest You Merry Gentlemen, 
A Field of White, and Winter’s Song. They were directed by Mr. Dean Pe-
terson and accompanied on the piano by Ruth Groeneveld. The concert 
was held Dec. 14 in the high school auditorium. 

The high school and middle school bands, under the direction of Mr. 
Mick Dragoo, prepared for their concert, which was held on Dec. 17. The 
first part of the concert featured the Minor Riffs performing Go Tell it on 
the Mountain, Christmas Tree Ride, and Big Noise from the North Pole.  
Following the Minor Riffs is the LDMS sixth grade band. They played 
Dominance, Meet and Greet MacDonald’s Band, Sleigh Ride, and Rock 
This Band! The next part of the concert featured the LDMS seventh and 
eighth grade band performing The Invincible Warrior, The Great River, 
Canon for Christmas, Secret Agent Sugar Plum, and Jolly Rockin’ Nicholas.  
To finish out the concert, the LDHS Symphonic band performed six spec-
tacular pieces, including Chant Rituals, Hungarian Dance No. 5, the Stars 
Wars Medley for all of the Star Wars Fans out there, Christmas Eve/Sara-
jevo 12/24, It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year, and Latin Bell Carol.

By Grace Campbell
‘Tis the Season for Christmas Music
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This holiday season, everyone is feeling the joy. Chemistry teacher, Ms. Bree 
Oatman, has designed a fun midterm project for her students in celebration of the 
holidays. Oatman’s classes will be etching copper bracelets which will demon-
strate oxidization reduction. The festive part of this assignment is to construct a 
card demonstrating the process of oxidization in nerdy yet festive way. The con-
struction of the bracelet consisted of smoothing the edges of a small copper strip, 
followed by grinding notches into the sides for the string. Students used a sharp-
ie to write or draw on the copper strip because the elements found in sharpies 
would not react with the solution, as well as leaving a raised imprint on the brace-
let. The copper had to sit overnight in the solution. When the strip was removed, 
it was pretty rough looking. Students had to use steel wool to remove a brown-
ish rust that caked the strips. Once removed the strip was as shiny as a new pen-
ny. Students then worked on finishing the bracelets with beads and string. Some 
chemistry students couldn’t really make a bracelet and resorted to things like key 
chains and bookmarks.  

The fun, inventive project was one students enjoyed. 

Mr. Matt and Mrs. Betty Campbell are 
starting a new night class. This class is for 
whoever wants, or needs help on their ACT 
and testing skills. Students will be practic-
ing test taking skills, how to take tests, and 
how to prepare themselves for the ACT. It 
will start around 6:00 p.m. and it will take 
place after the semester tests. They will 
go over any material needed to study for 
the test. This would be a great opportunity 
for anyone who wants or needs help. Mrs. 
Campbell wants anyone who thinks they 
need help to come. It’s not just for specif-
ic people. There is a fee! The fee shouldn’t 
be higher than $20. It isn’t set exactly how 
much it will cost. For more information see 
Mr. or Mrs. Campbell. 

By Kristina Sneath
Festive Project Demonstrates Oxidization

By Paige Price

Campbell’s Start ACT 
Preparation Course

It is no secret that our society is far from utopian. Criminals walk the streets day in 
and day out, innocent people are proven guilty by a jury of their peers, new and foreign 
threats are posing an increasing risk to our national security, Donald Trump is not only 
running for president but receiving nationwide Republican support, the media cannot go a 
day without espousing some nonexistent form of fundamental difference between genera-
tions and people, and all we seem to care about is the color of a Starbucks cup. Howev-
er, it seems that one of the biggest issues plaguing our society is the idea of police brutal-
ity. Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland, New York, they’ve all become synonymous with rage 
and contempt toward the American justice system, particularly the American police force. 
However, no place in the nation has become more of a rallying point against prejudice and 
police brutality than Ferguson, Missouri. 

For those who are not aware, Ferguson became an area of nation interest after Mi-
chael Brown, a teenager living in Ferguson, was shot and killed by a local police officer. 
The killing and subsequent acquittal of the officer responsible sparked riots across the na-
tion and a fierce debate over the justification and circumstances under which police may 
use deadly force. These feelings of rage and contempt were spurred on by later police kill-
ings, such as the murder of Eric Garner in New York and Freddie Gray in Baltimore. Across 
the nation, citizens are beginning to feel that police officers are using more deadly force 
in increasingly questionable situations, especially in situations involving African American 
perpetrators. This is often compounded by feelings that the rest of the nation isn’t listen-
ing and the anger against the current policing process is falling on deaf ears. Recently, the 
United States Justice Department, in a landmark deal, has made great strides to show that 
these feelings are not being ignored. 

Working in cooperation with Ferguson Mayor James Knowles III and various differ-
ent factions within Ferguson’s local government, the Justice Department has struck a deal 
with the Ferguson police department that would drastically change the way police offi-
cers are trained and monitored. This deal, tentatively agreed to by both sides depending on 
prospective tax increases for the citizens of Ferguson, is the result of months of negotiation 
between the Justice Department and the city of Ferguson. The negotiations started as a re-
sult of a harsh Justice Department review, addressing lawsuits levied against the Ferguson 
police department by civil rights unions over what they called “years of unconstitutional 
policing.” The new deal, which would require approval from a federal court, requires up-
dated training for new officers, improved record-keeping, and federal monitoring of all po-
lice actions within the city. The new training would put increased emphasis on the funda-
mentals of policing, especially the idea of probable cause. This would seek to put an end to 
what Ferguson police officers call “ped-checks,” a process in which pedestrians are stopped 
without probable cause and made to show identification. The deal would also make sig-
nificant, though unclear, changes to the municipal court system, a branch of the Ferguson 
police department, rather than a branch of the government. 

According to both the Justice Department and Ferguson Mayor James Knowles III, the 
deal is all but finalized except for one major issue; money. Since the riots began over the 
death of Michael Brown, Ferguson found itself in a $2.5 million deficit. This is mostly due 
to the fact that Ferguson’s biggest source of income, traffic fines, has dropped by over $1 
million in the past year. Should Ferguson’s citizens agree, this deal will mark the beginning 
in a nationwide reform of one of the biggest civil necessities in the nation. 

By Jarod Skvicalo

Case Spurs Reform of Police Department
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During the NHS dodgeball tournament that was held on Nov. 23 
four boxes of canned goods and forty dollars was collected to be donat-
ed to the Lord’s Cupboard. NHS is thinking about having another tour-
nament this spring 

NHS has two projects planned this Christmas season. The first proj-
ect is the Santa shopping. On Wednesday, Dec. 16 NHS members kicked 
off their shopping day with breakfast at Perkins. Then they went to 
Walmart to buy Christmas presents for students in the community.

The second project the National Honor Society will be doing will be 
bags for the Annual Community Christmas dinner. They will be mak-
ing goody bags for the kids who go see Santa at the dinner. The Annu-
al Christmas dinner will be Dec. 24. 

Struggling to find the perfect Christmas gift 
this year? If so, this list of gifts will help! One 
of the biggest things being sold this year is the 
season is the new Hoverboard, which due to 
battery complications, i.e. fire and explosions 
you might not be able to purchase this item. 
This item sells at $389.00. 

The game system Play Station 4 is also 
a big seller this Christmas season. The PS4 
costs around $299.99 this season. Many teen-
age boys would enjoy to get this for Christmas. 

This one isn’t a big shocker either, anoth-
er big seller is Adele’s new album 25 on Vinyl 
which is only $25.98. 

This also isn’t a shocker but a big thing this 
year, since the new Star Wars movie is com-
ing out on Dec. 17, people have been wanting 
to get the Star Wars: Battlefront game which 
costs $59.99. 

Another popular video game would be 
Fallout 4 which costs from $39.99 to $44.99. 
One last video game would be Call of Duty: 
Black Ops 3 which costs $59.99. 

The new iPhone 6S is a big seller in phone 
stores this Holiday season. This phone costs 
from $199 to $399. Technology is always a big 
thing that is popular during the holiday season 
and the GoPro HERO4 is part of it. This item 
comes in at a price of $499.99. 

The Notebook: MacBook Pro is a huge 
seller as well. The MacBook is on sale at 
$1,299.99. If you’re more into fitness things, 
you can buy a Fitbit for only $140. 

Buying Christmas Gifts
By Mckayla Norton

On Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 28 and 29, there was a thief 
that some have been calling the “Grinch of Waterbury, Connecti-
cut.” The reason that he has been nicknamed the Grinch is because 
of what he was stealing. He hundreds of dollars in trees that were 
intended for the Saints Peter and Paul School fundraiser. The fun-
draiser consisted of volunteers who would gather at the school on 
a daily basis to sell wreaths, kissing balls, grave arrangements, and 
Christmas trees. 

The fundraiser’s purpose was to help keep the tuition price 
down. Bart Cammarasana (the co-president of the Catholic School’s 
Home and School Association) had received a call from a parent, 
who happens to live very close to the school, around 4 a.m. on Sat-
urday morning. That parent who had called Cammarasana saw an 
SUV pull out of the Catholic School’s parking lot with a Christmas 
tree, which had been hanging out in the back of the vehicle. Imme-
diately after getting this phone call, Cammarasana said that he went 
straight to the school parking lot to find that the SUV had not only 
stolen eight of the largest trees they possessed, but also that the thief 
had ran over a chain link fence in the process of stealing the trees. 
After that Cammarasana filed a police report that morning.  

Cammarasana also said that another neighbor of the school 
called him around 12:30 a.m. on Monday to tell him that the SUV 
was back and that three more of their trees had gone missing. The 
school still had plenty of trees for sale and the school is planning on 
buying replacement trees for the stolen ones. This ended up cost-
ing the school several hundred dollars. The tree fundraiser has been 
going on for three years, and this has only happened one other time 
where one tree was stolen. The volunteers plan on continuing to sell 
the trees for Saints Peter and Paul School. 

Grinch Steals Christmas
By Gracie Kosters

National Honor Society Purchases 
Presents for Community Students
By Beth Hoffman



Page 4 Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015NEWS
The Amazing Experience of a Senior
By Grace Jacobs

The Senior Ex-
perience is some-
thing most everyone 
knows about in this 
school district. 

Some may know 
more about it than 
others, but most 
only know that it 
is something all se-
niors must do to 
graduate. 

They also know 
that it involves pre-
senting their proj-
ect before a panel 
of judges and having 
a mentor to guide 
them through the 
project. 

At the start of the 
school year, many 
seniors found out 
more about what 
The Senior Experi-
ence involves and 

that it started the 
very first month of 
school. Along with 
the new informa-
tion and knowledge 
came stress from 
some members of 
the senior class. 

For future se-
niors, or even for 
a few seniors this 
year, here are a few 
ways to keep the 
stress levels down 
when working on 
The Senior Experi-
ence. 

Get a head start. 
It is not a bad idea to 
look at possibilities 
for what one could 
do for their Senior 
Experience the year 
before. There are 
different parts to 
the experience, but 

thinking about what 
one could do for the 
physical product of 
their experience is 
the easiest to get 
ahead of. 

This will cause 
less stress when the 
decision has to be 
made and the letters 
of intent due dates 
are coming around 
next school year. 
The letter of intent 
is something that a 
senior writes to the 
Senior Experience 
Committee, who 
will decide whether 
to approve a project 
or say it needs to be 
revised, saying what 
the senior would 
like to do as a re-
search topic to write 
about, their physical 

product, and possi-
ble mentors. 

Don’t procras-
tinate. Procrastina-
tion is not a very 
good habit and can 
cause unnecessary 
stress when it comes 
to school work or 
senior experiences. 

There are certain 
due dates for things 
like signatures, let-
ters of intent, re-
search papers, and 
monthly journals. It 
is better to get these 
things done ahead 
of a few short days, 
or even hours, be-
fore they are due. 
Not procrastinating 
will prevent getting 
things done in the 
last second as well 
as preventing stress 

that could be avoid-
ed.  

Stay organized. 
Have a separate 
folder or notebook 
where anything to 
do with the senior 
experience can be 
kept. It will put the 
fear of losing impor-
tant things to rest. 

Mentor logs, 
product logs, signa-
tures, journals, and 
other important pa-
pers will also be eas-
ier to access when 
the time comes to 
make a portfolio out 
of them. 

Getting a head 
start, not procras-
tinating, and being 
organized can alle-
viate stress before it 
is even a problem.

The Miracle of Cancer Treatment For Babies
By Grace Jacobs

Everyday things 
are advancing in 
the world, includ-
ing technology, sci-
ence, and new med-
ical procedures 
or cures. When a 
breakthrough oc-
curs, it is something 
to marvel at and be 
thankful for when it 
comes to medicine 
and saving lives. 

Recently, one of 
those breakthroughs 
happened with a 
toddler who was 
dying from a form 
of aggressive leuke-
mia. Layla Richards 

was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblas-
tic leukemia when 
she was only three 
months of age. This 
form of leukemia is 
an aggressive grow-
ing cancer of white 
blood cells called 
lymphocytes. 

It pushes or 
crowds the bone 
marrow, which pre-
vents it from mak-
ing normal and 
healthy red blood 
cells, white blood 
cells, and platelets. 
Layla Richards had 
went through both 

chemotherapy and 
bone-marrow trans-
plants, but nothing 
worked. 

Her parents were 
told that Layla only 
had a few months to 
live, but they want-
ed to keep trying. 
They were even 
willing to try some-
thing that hadn’t 
been attempted be-
fore. 

This led the fam-
ily to London’s Great 
Ormond Street Hos-
pital. A team there 
was going to try an 
experimental proce-

dure to attempt to 
save Layla’s life. 

The procedure 
is known as gene 
editing. Gene edit-
ing is a process in 
which DNA is put 
in, replaced, or tak-
en out of a genome 
using artificially en-
gineered nuclei. 

For Layla, the 
genes were engi-
neered to attack leu-
kemia cells and they 
were injected into 
her immune system 
cells from a healthy 
donor. 

The doctors 

used enzymes to act 
as “molecular scis-
sors” to make the 
genes resistant to 
leukemia drugs and 
to keep them from 
attacking healthy 
cells. 

This combina-
tion let Layla be-
come cancer free af-
ter several months. 

It is too soon to 
say whether she is 
completely cured 
yet, but using gene 
editing as a cancer 
treatment could be 
a great breakthrough 
in the medical field. 
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Suyi Shin is headed back to South Korea on 
Monday, December 12 to have Christmas with 
her family. After Christmas she will finish the 
school year in Kansas. Suyi has made a big im-
pact on LDHS in the short period of time she 
has been with us.  She is going to miss every-
one at LDHS. “I will miss all the people and I 
will miss Mr. Biesiot and Bree. Biesiot always 
lost at Rock Paper Scissors, and Bree was my 
host mom.” Suyi is most excited to go back 
to Korea. She said, “I’m excited to see all my 
family and friends. I am also excited to see my 
freaking cute puppy Puddle and hit her butt. 
I’m not going to eat hamburger or pizza be-
cause I ate that a lot in America.” When asked 
what she was going to miss most about LDHS 
and she replied, “I will miss watching volley-
ball and cheering for the team and Syd. Syd is 
a part of my family. When asked about her fu-
ture plans and her planned to return to Ameri-
ca, she said, “I may come back for college, and 
my plans are to get my diploma in Kansas.” 
The first thing she plans on eating when she 
gets back is her mother’s food “I miss eating 
my mom’s homemade meals, she said.” Suyi is 
excited to go back home but is also very sad. 
Goodbye Suyi, everyone in LDHS school dis-
trict will miss her fun personality and loving 
heart. The Publication’s Class wishes her safe 
travels and a Merry Christmas. 

School Hat Policy

Operation Christmas Child is an organization under Samaritan’s 
Purse International Relief in which people who wish to participate fill 
shoeboxes with gifts including toys, school supplies, personal hygiene 
items, clothes, and crafts. You fill your box for a designated age group 
and a specific gender. Some people also leave notes in the shoeboxes 
for the children to read. The shoeboxes aren’t only filled with presents 
but with love. After receiving shoebox gifts, boys and girls are invited 
to join in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program. They 
learn from trained, local volunteers what it means to faithfully follow 
Christ and how to share their faith with others. The boxes give the chil-
dren the opportunity to become familiar with who God is.

The boxes are sent to countries in need and given to children. There 
are kids all around the world in very unfortunate living conditions, many 
of whom haven’t even been given a present before until they receive a 
shoebox from Operation Christmas Child. This organization has been a 
tradition since 1993 and since then, 124 billion boxes have been sent out. 
You can go to a local church and get your own shoebox to fill up and 
send out. You can also track your box to see which country it is sent to.

The hat policy has been a dilemma this school 
year. Many students have been complaining to fac-
ulty that there not allowed to wear hats inside the 
school. In the school handbook there is a rule about 
not wearing hats/bandannas inside the building. 
Many times a day, faculty is forced to tell lots of stu-
dents to take their hats off. Faculty also either takes 
their hats away or write the students up. Some stu-
dents have made a petition where students were to 
sign it. Then this petition was supposed to be taken 
to the school board where they would make a deci-
sion from there. What are your thoughts on wearing 
hats in schools? Do you think it is appropriate attire 
for the school dress code? Many students have been 
waiting for the final decision of this dilemma but if 
the policy were to be changed it would most likely 
not be changed until next year. Students also know 
that the rule is not to wear hats during school, but 
many of them still decide to wear them. I have heard 
many students say, “We just want to be able to wear 
things that we want to wear. It shows who we are.” 

Suyi Says Goodbye

By Mckayla Norton

By Maddie Anderson

Operation Christmas Child
By Kelsey Stuen

Suyi says annyeonghi kaseyo (goodbye) to Lead Deadwood.
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Chamber of Poets 
Family, friends, and holiday cheer,

Finally it’s that time of year, 
Christmas carols and Santa Claus

Everything slows and school is on pause,
Ugly sweaters and Christmas cards, 

Snowball fights in the backyard. 
Christmas day is lots of fun,

to see what Santa left them, children run, 
Christmas time is fun and cool, 

but now we have to go back to school. 

Christmas 
By Taylor Beagle

I feel like my words aren’t pretty 
anymore. 

They do not paint oil pastels of frilly flowery jasmine trees
or put the taste of ocean salt water in the air when you breathe.

I do not slave or placing the words just so they dance into the ear, 
a honey smooth waltz to please the mind’s eye. 

Now I write harsh choppy realities 
that have been bouncing around the metal walls above my neck. 

but I am where I am 
and right now I think of broken glass and write about the color 

grey. 
I’ll think and I’ll write and I’ll get lost and remember you and all 

of the colors have seen. 
it’s a familiar story, 

but familiar words that aren’t pretty 
anymore. 

Pretty Anymore
By Courtney Sprague 

Life is full, Life is free 
Life has storms, life has grief. 

life shows you sun, life gives you greed. 
life makes you poor, life makes you hum-

ble. 
life hands you roses, life hands you 

thorns. 
the life you live is the one you see. 

the roses, and thorns 
the full or free 

Life
By Sydney Auld

Sometimes in life little one,
there is no light to see, not for miles.

The closer you get, the further the light shines.
So why try, why push forward, it all seems so useless.

You might feel as if no one understands, no one even tries.
The world is against you, it has some unjust grudge.

So my advice to you little one is, 
Ignore the world, ignore the people that don’t understand,
And don’t even try, there is someone out there that will.

And when you have no light, make your own,
You little one have the power inside of you to do anything you 

could ever imagine

Little one
By Kaeler Quenzer

Dylin Johnson prepares to wrestle the compe-
tition.

On The Mat 

Coltan Radensleben stands victorious. 

Wyatt Hess 
looks for a way to 
bring down the com-
petition. 
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After a long few weeks of tough practice 
the Lady Diggers are ready to start off the sea-
son. On Friday Dec. 11 the Lady Digger bas-
ketball team had their first game against the 
Douglas Patriots. The Lady Digger’s Junior var-
sity team had a very intense game. After a long 
intense battle against the Patriots the ladies 
pulled off the win by one point in overtime. 
The varsity was up nine at half time but in the 
second half they pulled away and got the big-
gest lead of the game. The Lady Digger varsi-
ty team won against the Lady Patriots with a 
score of 61-44. Both games were a pretty good 
match up. The Lady Diggers strive to have a 
great season. 

The Lady Digger Varsity team consists of 
the following girls: Jade Derby, Miranda Galla-
gher, Hanah Cerkoney, Hannah Rogers, Ashley 
Sandidge, Sydnee Hamann, Evelyn Groeger, 
Ally Engel, Maddisen Larsen, and Jaci Petsch. 
Eight seniors and two sophomores complete 
the Lady Digger Varsity Basketball team.

The Lady Digger junior varsity basketball 
team consists of the following girls: Jaci Petsch, 
Ally Engel, Carly Melberg, Olivia Rogers, Abi-
ah Morrison, Alexis Morrison,  and Kaali All-
mendinger. Two sophomores and five fresh-
men to complete the junior varsity team. Both 
teams hope to achieve success throughout the 
season.

Lady Diggers Slam 
Dunk the First Game 
with a Victory!
By Jaci Petsch

Diggers Host Mile High Madness to Raise Money for Cystic Fibrosis
By Allison Engel

Saturday, Dec. 5 was the second 
annual Mile High Madness. This event 
is for the girls and boys basketball 
teams to get the school, community, 
and also the teams pumped for the up-
coming season. 

During the event there was a raf-
fle which raised $200 for the M&M 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. There was 
also a hot-shot contest where a few 
students attempted to win $100. The 
hot-shot consists of making a lay-up, 
free throw, 3-pointer and a half-court 

shot all within 30 seconds. Although 
no one succeeded with the contest 
they didn’t go home empty handed, 
they went home with free coffee drinks 
from Lotus Up and Subway cards that 
allowed them to get a free meal. Last 
year, Maxx Percy won the contest

This event is a great way to show 
off the two teams to the community 
and the LDHS teams are so lucky to 
have the support of the community 
with prizes for the raffle and hot-shot 
contest. It is a fun way for the basket-

ball teams to compete with each oth-
er and against each other as there were 
a couple scrimmage games and differ-
ent small games including a three-
point contest between boys and girls 
and a different kind of shooting contest 
where a girl basketball player and a 
boys basketball player were paired up 
with each other and competed against 
another pair. 

Needless to say, the 2015 Mile 
High Madness was a success and this 
event shall continue in the future.

Sydnee Hamman and Miranda Gallagher go in for a block against Doulgas.
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Movies are a big 
part of entertainment 
today. During the 
month of December, 
several new mov-
ies are being released 
all over the country. 
Some of these mov-
ies are “Krampus”, 
“Christmas Eve”, and 
“Joy”. 

“Krampus” is a 
Christmas story about 
a boy named Max 
(Emjay Anthony) 
whose dysfunction-
al family gets togeth-
er over the holidays. 
He turns his back on 
Christmas, but little 
does he know that his 
lack of festive spir-
it has unleashed the 
wrath of Krampus, a 
demonic force of an-
cient evil, intent on 
punishing non-be-
lievers. Things get 
crazy when Krampus 
comes to lay siege to 
the fractured family’s 
home, forcing them to 
fight for each other in 
order to survive. This 
movie is rated PG-
13 and is released on 
Dec. 4.

The next mov-
ie, “Christmas Eve”, 
is a movie about ro-
mance, laughter, and 
some holiday magic. 
When a power out-
age traps six different 
groups of New York-

ers inside elevators 
on Christmas Eve, 
their lives change in 
unexpected ways. 
They are forced to re-
consider the way they 
think about others 
in this comedy that 
proves that in a city 
of eight million, you 
never know who you 
might get stuck with. 
This movie is rated 
PG and is released on 
Dec. 4.

The last movie, 
“Joy”, is a wild story 
about a family across 
four generations cen-
tered on the girl who 
becomes the woman 
who founds a busi-
ness dynasty. Betray-
al, treachery, the loss 
of innocence, and the 
scars of love, pave 
the road in this in-
tense comedy. Allies 
become adversaries 
and adversaries be-
come allies, both in-
side and outside the 
family. Joy’s fierce 
imagination carries 
her through the storm 
she faces. This movie 
is rated PG-13 and is 
released on Dec. 25.

The holiday spirit 
is in the air and what 
better way is there to 
spend the Christmas 
season then at the 
movie theater!

New Movie Releases
By Grace Campbell

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” Christmas is just around 
the corner and who doesn’t love hot chocolate, ugly sweaters, lights, 
and of course, Christmas movies! There are so many things that Christ-
mas movies bring to one’s home. They bring families together to enjoy 
each other’s presence and have a great time spreading Christmas spir-
it. If one is looking for a great Christmas movie, some of the top favor-
ites of all time include; The Santa Claus, Gremlins, National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation, Christmas Carol, Die Hard, Miracle On 34th Street, 
White Christmas, The Nightmare Before Christmas, Trading Places, 
Home Alone, Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer, The Year Without San-
ta Claus, Bad Santa, Love Actually, How The Grinch Stole Christmas, 
Elf, A Charlie Brown Christmas, A Christmas Story, It’s A Wonderful 
Life, and Little Drummer Boy. There is also a countdown called “The 
25 days of Christmas” on the ABC channel where one can experience 
the great spirit of Christmas. 

Best Movies of Christmas Time
By Allison Engel

Christmas songs make for a happy holiday! A lot of people just 
wait to hear their favorite Christmas songs come on the radio. Christ-
mas songs help some people prepare to have a wonderful and delightful 
Christmas. As the years go by there are still the classic favorites. Some 
of the classic favorite Christmas songs are It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas, Here Comes Santa Claus, Christmas Time is Here, and 
many more. People like to sing Christmas carols to others to brighten 
people’s day! Singing is good to let out emotions and meanings. Lots of 
Christmas songs express the Christmas spirit. Some of the popular mod-
ern day songs would include songs such as Winter Wonderland, All I 
Want for Christmas is You, the Twelve Days of Christmas, Jingle Bells, 
and many more great Christmas songs. Some songs are a mix of both 
classic and modern styles. Christmas songs tell about the past and what 
happened on or near Christmas time. Songs can talk about history of an 
important event or person. Different people have different beliefs about 
what happen on Christmas, but people can still celebrate in the differ-
ent kinds of music. Christmas songs hopefully will help everyone have 
a delightful Christmas!

Popular Christmas Songs
By Jaci Petsch
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As the Diggers meet the halfway mark of the high school  wrestling sea-
son, Head Wrestling Coach Beau Voegeli describes the success that the pro-
gram has come to find on the mat.

“Our season is progressing at a realistic pace. We are a young team who 
has made upsets and ‘knocked off’ opponents week after week,” Voege-
li said.

That said, the Lead-Deadwood wrestling team has been moving along, 
placing wrestlers at almost every tournament. The Diggers started off their 
wrestling season on Dec. 5 at the Custer Tournament, where two wrestlers 
placed: senior Bailey Norton took first place at 132 and sophomore Dylin 
Johnson placed fourth at 120. 

“It was nice to know that all of my hard work was paying off,” Norton 
said. “I feel like all of the off-season work is coming into play.”

The Diggers next attended the Rapid City Central Tournament on Dec. 
10 and 11, where they had no placers...

By Hanah Cerkoney

Digger Wrestling Meets the Half-
way Mark of the Season

Continued -See Wrestling Pg. 6

Wyatt Hess and Nick Scott practice moves that coach Beau Voegeli dem-
onstrated in practice. PC: Hanah Cerkoney
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The Art Club has been working hard, trying to plan fun activities for 
2016. Mr. Oliver Burgoyne, advisor of the club, has been brain-
storming with the members on how to bring fun and holiday spirit 

to the school. They have upcoming events, such as chocolate boxes for 
Valentine’s Day. They also still have their field trip to the glass blowing 
studio. They will take this trip sometime between the end of January to 
February. Soon, the club will also create historical and science themed 
art for the Sanford Visitor Center. 

Art club members Paige Wittmayer, Lillie Niemeyer, Maddie Morri-
son, Lily Keehn, Brianna Sneesby and Andrea Westlocky try their best 
to think of new and fun activities to share with Lead-Deadwood High 
School and the Lead-Deadwood community. The club always welcomes 
new members with open hands. You do not have to be talented  at art 
to join; this club can be for anyone! 

Art Club Continues to Plan Fun Activities for Members
By Leeara Porter

Kiwanis Students of the Month 
December and January

Baylie Trevino and Will Pearson, December 

Ashley Sandidge and Wade Shoop, January
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What is Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day? To some kids, it 
is just a day off of 

school, but it means so much 
more than that to many peo-
ple. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day is a federal holiday held 
on the third Monday of Janu-
ary. It is a day to celebrate the 
life and achievements of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., who 
was an influential American 
civil rights leader. He is most 
well-known for his campaigns 
to end racial segregation on 
public transports and for racial 
equality in the United States.

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is 
a day to promote equal rights for all 
Americans, regardless of their back-

grounds. Some schools celebrate this 
day by teaching their students about 

the work of Martin Luther King and 
the struggle against racial segregation 
and racism. Recently, federal legisla-
tion has encouraged Americans to give 

some of their time on this day as vol-
unteers in citizen action groups. This 

day is also known as Martin 
Luther King’s birthday. In oth-
er states, like Arizona and New 
Hampshire, it is known as Civ-
il Rights Day and in Idaho it is 
known as Human Rights Day.

 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day is a day of hope that all 
Americans can be considered 
equal. It is a day for every-
one to feel accepted and free, 
knowing that years ago a man 
named Martin Luther King Jr. 
fought for our equality. We live 

the lives we do today because of peo-
ple like Martin Luther King Jr., who 
never gave up hope that one day, all 
people will be considered equal.

Celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day
By Grace Campbell

ACL tears have become one 
of the biggest injuries of athletes 
today. An ACL tear is an ante-
rior cruciate ligament tear. An 
ACL tear is a very painful ex-
perience. Unfortunately, far too 
many athletes have to deal with 
the aftermath of ACL tears every 
year. There are approximately 
100,000 to 200,000 ACL in-
juries a year in the United States. 

Some causes of an ACL tear 
can be changing direction rap-
idly, stopping suddenly, slow-
ing down while running, landing 
from a jump incorrectly, or direct 
contact or collision. Symptoms 
of an ACL tear can be pain with 
swelling, loss of full range of mo-
tion, tenderness along the joint 
line, and discomfort while walk-
ing. People who tear their ACL 
will have to see an orthopedic 
doctor. The treatment for a torn 
ACL will have to be surgery be-

cause an ACL will not heal on its 
own. It is important to strength-
en one’s leg before surgery for 
about a month. Rehabilitation 
consists of progressive therapy.

Grace Campbell, an athlete 
at LDHS, answered the follow-
ing questions: “How did it feel 
to tear your ACL?”, “What were 
you doing when it happened?”, 
and “How long did it take to re-
cover?” She answered, “It was 
the kind of pain that you look 
back on and cringe. It was like 
nothing I had ever felt before. I 
was playing volleyball when it 
happened. I went up for a hit and 
came down on it wrong. My or-
thopedic doctor said that it takes 
an estimated six to fourteen 
months to heal after surgery. I 
am currently on month six and 
still have a way to go until I will 
be fully recovered.”

By Jaci Petsch and Grace Campbell

The Dangers of ACL Tears and the Struggle to Recover

Scars left behind from ACL reconstruction 
surgery



Page 4 Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016NEWS

On Thurs., Jan. 7, 
the Lady Digger Bas-
ketball team took on 
their rivals, the Belle 
Fourche Broncs. The 
Lady Diggers came 
out with a 38-47 loss 
against the Broncs 
but are hopeful to get 
the next game against 

them. The varsity 
girls have a senior-
heavy team com-
pared to most oth-
er teams who have 1 
to 3 seniors. The Dig-
gers and Broncs will 
battle again Jan. 26 
at the home of the 
Broncs. As for the 

rest of the season, the 
Lady Diggers have 
a bright outlook, as 
they bring intensity 
and effort throughout 
their games and prac-
tice. They have big 
games ahead of them 
and have a good shot 
at going far, as long 

as they keep up the 
hard work and ded-
ication. Basketball 
isn’t just about hav-
ing fun; it’s also about 
young leadership and 
responsibility, and all 
of the seniors on the 
varsity team set and 
display a great exam-

ple to the underclass-
men on the team. 
The older girls on 
the team bring a  lot  
to the program and 
they are helping build 
up the younger girls. 
The Lady Diggers are 
in full speed with the 
2015-2016  season.

As most may 
know, Don-
ald Trump is 
a Republi-

can candidate for the 
presidential election 
of 2016. Trump, if 
elected, is planning to 
ban all Muslims from 
entering the country 

and other countries 
are not happy about 
it. ISIS has made vid-
eos of one of Trump’s 
speeches into a re-
cruitment video for 
the growth of the 
malicious group in 
hopes to “take over 
the world.”  Egypt 

stated Trump’s state-
ment is “hate rheto-
ric” and “Such hos-
tile attitudes towards 
Islam and Muslims 
will increase tensions 
within the Ameri-
can society of which 
Muslims represent 8 
million peaceful and 

loyal American citi-
zens.” Also, a prom-
inent human-rights 
activist from Pakistan 
called his statements 
“absurd.” 

Now Trump may 
not be very popular 
in some countries, but 
some are very excit-

ed to see him elected. 
Geert Wilders, head 
of the Dutch Freedom 
Party stated, “I hope 
Donald Trump will 
be the next US Presi-
dent. Good for Amer-
ica, good for Europe. 
We need brave lead-
ers.”

Lady Diggers Challenge Their Arch Rivals: The Broncs
By Alli Engel

Donald Trump Used as A Recruitment Method for  ISIS
By Alli Engel

The Lady Diggers gear up on defense against the Belle Fourche Broncs
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The 2015-2016 boys basketball season is underway. The boys are 
currently holding a record of 1-5 and are ranked sixth in the Region 8 
Division. The 2016 Varsity team is a very young squad, with zero se-
niors, five juniors, five sophomores, and one freshman. The starters 
consist of Max Nelson, Brett Mattson, Gavin Haefs, Chris Lipp, and 
Caleb Percy. Their season opener against Douglas ended in a tough 
loss of 30-58, but there is no doubt that the boys gave it their all and 
fought hard. The boys gained their first victory in the Stateline Shoot-
out against Sundance, WY, 54-43 with Junior Dillon Burns scoring 
24 points.  The Diggers recently played the Belle Fourche Broncs at 
home. “We’re a young team. For more than half of our varsity, and for 
two of our starters, this is their first year playing on the varsity lev-
el and the jump from junior varsity to varsity is big. As a young team 
we have young, inexperienced mistakes. Turnovers play a big role in 
wins and loses and if we can keep the turnovers down, we should start 
turning this around and winning more games,” says Junior Brett Matt-
son. The Diggers looked good in the first half, only trailing the Broncs 
by 12, but lost control in the second half, ending the game with a los-
ing score of 31-53. 

Terry Peak is a local ski mountain lo-
cated on the outskirts of Lead, South 
Dakota in the Black Hills area, and is 

named after Alfred Howe Terry, who ex-
plored the area. 

Terry Peak is one of the two ski resorts 
in all of western South Dakota and a favor-
ite for locals around the area. 

Terry Peak first opened their doors in 
1936 and was used by the Bald Mountain 
Ski Club. Before 1952 they used a towrope 
instead of a chair lift. The first chair lift was 
installed in 1952 but did not begin operat-
ing until 1954. 

Since then, they have installed and up-
graded trails and chair lifts. Terry Peak cur-
rently has five chairlifts: Kussy, Gold Corp 
Express, Blue, Yellow, and Green, along 
with a sno-carpet for beginning skiers and 
snowboarders. 

If you are interested in spending a fun 
filled day at Terry Peak, here is some use-
ful information:

-Full day lift tickets (9am – 4pm) are  
$53 for adults and $39 for kids. 

-Half day lift tickets (12:30-4pm) are 
$40 for adults and $30 for kids.

Ski, Ride Terry Peak
Max Nelson dribbles down court.

Christian Casias performs a melon grab at Terry Peak.

By Kristian Hanna

By Kristian Hanna
Golddigger Basketball Under Way
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Wrestling Continued from Page 1

...Voegeli said that meet was not one of the best for the 
team thus far. “The tournament was really tough and the 
team just wasn’t at their best that day,” he added.Converse-
ly, on Dec. 17 and 18, the wrestling team had three placers 
at the Hot Springs tournament: again senior Bailey Norton 
at 132, sophomore Dylin Johnson at 120, and also Trinity 
Brady at 126. The Diggers’ most recent tournament was in 
Lyman, SD on Jan. 8 and 9, where Norton placed fourth  at 
132 and Johnson placed third at 120. Voegeli said this tour-
nament was “The toughest Class B tournament that the Dig-
gers attend all year.”

A key to the success the Diggers have been finding 
has much to do with the middle school class that has been 
brought up to the high school level.

“Our middle schoolers are all contributing to our team,” 
Voegeli said. “Even though some of their roles are different, 
they are all important to our program. No matter what role 
our nine middle schoolers have, they are all helping build a 
competitive nature in our room.” 

A few of the middle schoolers that have been taking 
part in the varsity tournaments are Max Johnson at 106-

113, Tyler Rhone at 195, Pratt Williams at 132-138 and Rob-
bie Lester at 170. 

Voegeli says he expects these wrestlers to help score 
team points, which has been achieved already. 

Max Johnson has won four varsity matches and Robbie 
Lester has also had some success on the mat, achieving two 
pins in a row. Voegeli said his goal for the middle school-
ers is “to understand how tough the competition is and take 
that with them in the future.”

Voegeli said Norton has been a great leader for the 
wrestling program and helping out with the younger boys. 

“Bailey makes my job easier. He is a great example of 
leadership and he is also great for giving me driving direc-
tions.”

Norton is 10-2 and is ranked in the top four in the state. 
He is expected to make an appearance at the State B Wres-
tling Tournament which takes place on Feb. 26 and 27 in 
Rapid City.

The Lead-Deadwood Wrestling program has much of 
their season to continue, including one more appearance on 
their home mat taking place Jan. 21. 

By Hanah Cerkoney

Coltan Radensleben takes his opponent’s measure before he makes his move.
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Now that the 
winter con-
certs for both 

band and choir have 
passed, it is time for 
some musicians to be-
gin practicing for the 
solo and ensemble 
contest. Solo and en-
semble contest is held 
at the Rapid City Civ-
ic Center. 

High school musi-
cians who participate 
can take either solos, 
duets, trios, or ensem-
bles to the contest. 
The student(s) will 
perform their piece 
before a judge who 
will then write com-
ments and give scores 
based on different fac-
tors about the perfor-
mance. The highest 
score possible is a 1+, 
while the lowest is a 

5. In order to receive a 
good score, however, 
one first must prac-
tice.

Mr. Dragoo and 
Mr. Peterson are the 
ones to pick out the 
music that the student 
will be performing, al-
though sometimes so-
loists have some say 
in the piece they are 
given. Mr. Peterson 
has about 25 different 
soloists and two en-
sembles that should 
be attending contest 
this year. 

Mr. Dragoo will 
have around 13 so-
loists, 7 duets, 4 en-
sembles, and the jazz 
band that will be go-
ing. The numbers can 
change from now un-
til the contest, based 
on a number of fac-

tors. Mr. Peterson re-
quires the individual 
soloists to come work 
on their piece about 
once a day. If he feels 
that the soloist is not 
prepared, then they 
will not be perform-
ing their piece at con-
test. Mr. Dragoo has a 
chart set up for each 
solo, duet, and en-
semble. The chart is 
based on how many 
times the musician(s) 
come in to work on 
their contest piece. If 
they do not make it to 
the end of the chart, 
then they do not make 
it to contest. It is up 
to the students to put 
in the time and effort 
that will help them do 
well and have fun at 
the solo and ensemble 
contest. 

David Robert Jones, better 
known as David Bowie, 
passed away on Sun, Jan 

10, 2016. He died at the age of 
69 after battling cancer for a long 
18 months. He was known as a 
singer, songwriter, record pro-
ducer, painter, and actor. He ap-
peared in movies such as Lab-
yrinth, The Man Who Fell to 
Earth, The Prestige, The Hunger, 
and many more. He was in the 
music industry for 49 years with 
his first album, David Bowie, re-
leased June 1, 1967 and his last 
album, Blackstar, released Janu-
ary 8, 2016. 

David Bowie is not the only 
recent death, however, as Alan 
Rickman died Thurs, Jan 14, 
2016. Rickman had been di-
agnosed with cancer and died 
at the age of 69. He was best 
known for his roles as Severus 
Snape in the Harry Potter films 
and as the villainous Hans Gru-
ber in the film Die Hard, as well 
as many others. 

It is a depressing beginning 
to the new year for the families 
of both David Bowie and of Alan 
Rickman. The family of David 
Bowie has asked for privacy and 
time for them to grieve their loss. 

By Grace Jacob

By Grace Jacobs

Music Departments Prepare for Solo/Ensemble Contest

Mr. Dean Peterson accompanies Rachel Egg-
ers’ solo on the piano.

World Mourns Death of Icons 

 Get ready movie fans, there are plenty 
of movies coming in 2016. On Dec. 16, 2016,   A 
Star Wars Story comes to theaters. Rogue One 
takes place before the events of Star Wars.

The next movie coming out Dec. 21 is  As-
sassins Creed. Through a revolutionary tech-
nology that unlocks his genetic memories, Cal-
lum Lynch experiences the adventures of his 
ancestor, Aguilar, from 15th century Spain.

 Next, The Divergent comes out March 18. 
After the Earth-shattering revelations of Insur-
gent, Tris must escape with four beyond the 
wall that encircled Chicago.

Those are just some of the movies for 2016. 
There are many more movies coming out, like 
Finding Dory, Dirty Grampa, The Legend  of 
Tarzan, The Jungle Book, Dead Pool, and plen-
ty more.

Enjoy the Movies
By Paige Marie Price
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It’s stressful, isn’t it! 
When Valentine’s 
Day is right around 

the corner and you still 
have no idea what to get 
your significant other. If 
you need help to figure 
out what to get them, 
here are some ideas for 
both a male and female 

gift!
The most popular 

gifts for a female accord-
ing to askmen.com are 
Urban Ears Washable 
Headphones so that she 
can listen to music any-
where without worrying 
about them getting dirty. 
Bracelets and necklaces, 

shoes, a flawless sweat-
shirt, and the traditional 
card, flowers, and candy. 
Another thing is a 5 foot 
teddy bear.

The most popular 
gifts for a male accord-
ing to realsimple.com are 
Mad Libs, custom des-
serts, a nice book, a good 

key ring, and socks. 
Some of the Valen-

tines’ Day traditions are 
to spend time with your 
significant other, send 
flowers, give them choc-
olate, and send them a 
card saying how much 
that you appreciate them 
in your life!

Valentines Day Gift Ideas For Your Significant Other
By Gracie Kosters 

LDHS Student Council Travels to Sioux Falls 
By Gracie Kosters 

State Student Council 
has been held in Pierre, 
South Dakota for as 

long as I have been a part 
of student council. But now, 
the overwhelming about of 
kids in student council make 
it almost impossible to stay 
in a place that no longer 
holds all of the members of 
student council. 

So, the state student 
council board has decided 
that the state student council 
will be held in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota this year. 
From Lead-Deadwood High 
School and Middle School 

combined, there will be 28 
students going.

Normally we would 
take a school bus to state 
student council but because 
it is farther away than nor-
mal, we will be taking a 
charter bus. In order for us 
to take a charter bus, we will 
be doing some fund raising. 
Some of the fund raising 
that will happen is on Jan. 
30. We will have a “Lead 
the Way to Leadership” din-
ner. The student council will 
be selling tickets to come to 
the dinner. The tickets will 
be $12 a piece, and with the 

ticket, you will receive ei-
ther a bacon wrapped fi-
let mignon, a chicken breast 
(your choice) and sides 
to go along with the meal. 
There is a limited amount 
of tickets, so get them fast! 
Another fund raiser that we 
will be doing is on Feb. 12. 
We will have a silent des-
sert auction at the basketball 
game against Hill City. 

Some of the things that 
we do at state student coun-
cil are blanket projects, and 
motivational and leadership 
speakers come in. We ex-
change ideas with other stu-

dent councils around the 
state for fund raiser ideas 
and ideas that would be fun 
to do.  

One of the major things 
that happens at State Stu-
dent Council is we elect the 
State Student Council board 
members for the next year 
and we also elect the region 
board officers for the next 
year. The region board offi-
cers help to plan the region 
workshops that happen in 
Sturgis. The workshops are 
just for a day and they allow 
everyone to get together and 
share ideas. 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital originally opened 
on Feb. 4, 1962. It is located in Memphis, Tennes-
see. Danny Thomas is the founder of the hospital and 

got his idea from the patron saint of hopeless causes, St. 
Jude Thaddeus.

 St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital doesn’t bill 
the parents of the patients for anything; treatment, travel, 
housing, or food. This is because Thomas believed that all 
they should be focusing on is helping and loving their kids. 
The hospital has many generous donors that help them to 
pay for all the necessities that are needed for the children. 
They see around 7,800 patients each year and they follow 
every patient for at least ten years after their active treat-
ment ends. They follow a philosophy that they have a re-

sponsibility to ensure that they will be able to treat and 
care for each child as long as they need it. 

Through the Make a Wish foundation, kids with life-
threatening illnesses receive the opportunity to make their 
wishes come true. A wish is granted every 37 minutes. 
Children tell them their biggest wish and with the help of 
staff, volunteers, donors, and people in the near commu-
nity, the child’s wish is made true. Kids often wish for a 
trip to Hawaii or Disney World, a big tree house in their 
backyard, to meet their idols, and sometimes even play a 
sport with their favorite professional athlete.

Anybody is able to donate to either of these two foun-
dations, so go and make a difference today!

St. Jude Children’s Hospital Constant Help to Families
By Kelsey Stuen
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Every year, the 
LDHS drama depart-
ment competes in the 
State A Region One- 
Acts. The drama de-
partment, headed by 
Ms. Fosheim, takes 
a one-act play ev-
ery year to compete. 
Every other year the 
department switch-
es between comedy 
and drama. Fosheim 
usually picks the one 
-act before Christmas 
break and holds audi-
tions around the same 
time. The cast then 

practices for around 
three weeks, or a to-
tal of fifteen to twen-
ty practices, to get 
the one act competi-
tion ready. The cast 
has a time limit of for-
ty-five minutes to set 
the stage, perform, and 
then strike the stage. 
The cast this year 
consisted of Camer-
on Enright and Kaeler 
Quenzer, who played a 
married couple named 
David and Sari Childs. 
Jaxon Strickland was 
playing the role of 

Vincent Deem, father 
and gardener, while 
Dr. Stockhausen was 
portrayed by Reil-
ly Andresen. Brianna 
Pfeiffer-Munoz played 
the parts of both the 
android Frieda and a 
woman. Mr. Oliver 
Burgoyne was work-
ing lights and sound 
with the help of Will 
Pearson working the 
spotlight. The one act 
was titled “A Stranger 
with Roses” and was 
set in the year 2097. 
(Continued on Pg. 5)

One-Act Play Set in 2097
By Grace Jacobs 
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On Wed Feb. 10 
choir and band mem-
bers alike went to 
the solo and ensem-
ble contest to show-
case talents ranging 
from vocal to instru-
mental in the form of 
solos and ensembles. 
The contest was held 
at the Rapid City Civic 
Center. Solo/Ensem-
ble contest is a contest 
that allows students 
to express themselves 
in a way that they 
would not normally 
do. Twenty-four solos 
were performed for 
choir, and 19 entries 
were entered for band 

(including solos, du-
ets, and ensembles). 

Band director Mr. 
Mick Dragoo sent 10 
soloists, 6 duets, and 4 
ensembles to contest. 
In order to get con-
test ready, each solo-
ist had to have come 
in and worked with  
Dragoo several times 
before practicing with 
piano accompani-
ment. The duets and 
ensembles were more 
of a struggle to get ev-
ery member there to 
practice. On Tuesday, 
Feb. 9 Dragoo held a 
recital at the Home-
stake Adams Re-

search and Cultural 
Center so that all the 
band members going 
to contest would have 
one last run through 
in front of an audi-
ence and so that par-
ents would not have 
to travel to rapid to 
see their child’s piece. 
The 19 the people in 
band that played were 
AJ Lawver, Blake In-
gham, Brendan Ke-
arns, Brianna Pfei-
ffer, Brianna Sneesby, 
Brigham Williams, CJ. 
Murray, Dylan Are-
hart, Garrett Kiefer, 
Grace Jacobs, Gracie 
Kosters, Jarod Skvi-

Choir Members Participate In The Solo and Ensemble Contest
Gracie Kosters and Grace Jacobs

Students of the Month for February

Madison Anderson JW. Singer

calo, Josh Lehman, Katie Tieman, Lily Keehn, 
Mara Jacobs, Melinda Grass, Mikayla St. Pierre, 
Nik Scott, Rachel Eggers, Sari Croft, Taylor 
Beagle, Wyatt Hess, and Zoe Frauen.

 Mr. Dean Peterson sent 23 soloists. Each 
soloist had to come in many times to work with 
Peterson so that each solo would become the 
best it could. Peterson had every choir mem-
ber that was taking a solo to contest sing it in 
front of the class at least one time, if not more. 
Some soloists came and performed for the 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade choirs. The 24 solos that 
were performed were performed by Philip Mad-
sen, Brendan Kearns, Dylan Arehart, Griffen 
Mackey, Jaxon Strickland, Grace Jacobs, Kait-
lin Wilks, Kaeler Quenzer, Amiracle Brungardt, 
Kat Weber, Sydnee Hamann, Rose Losey, Eve-
lyn Groeger, Mikayla St. Pierre, Melinda Grass, 
Kanicee Bears, Willow Hansen, Gracie Kosters, 
Brianna Pfeiffer, Mara Jacobs, Grace Campbell, 
Hailey Trewhella, and Rachel Eggers. While 
singing a solo one is judged on many things 
such as tone and quality of the pitch, and how 
well the song’s story is portrayed by the soloist. 
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Key Club Hosts Little Caesar’s Pizza Fundraiser
By Grace Campbell

Guess what! Pizza is the number four favorite food in 
America? Ninety-four percent of Americans eat pizza regu-
larly and about 3 billion pizzas are sold annually in the Unit-
ed States. Americans eat approximately 100 acres of pizza 
every day or 350 slices per second. That is a lot of pizza! 

Who would have guessed that the American population 
consumes so much pizza every minute of every day? Piz-
za has a special place in the hearts of all Americans. Espe-
cially Little Caesar’s! That is why the Lead-Deadwood High 
School Key Club had a fundraiser to sell pizza! 

Every year the Lead-Deadwood Key Club has numer-
ous fundraisers and events for various associations and pro-
grams. For the past two years, the Key Club has worked to-
gether with Little Caesar’s Pizza to raise money for Little 
Caesar’s and for Key club members who will be participat-
ing in the 2016 District Conference in Willmar, MN. This 

event will take place on April 8-10 and is a great experi-
ence for Key Club members in the Dakotas and Minnesota. 

The fundraiser lasted from the beginning of February to 
Feb. 19. People could buy various pizza kits in all sorts of 
flavors and crust options, including pretzel crust, thin crust, 
stuffed crust, or regular crust. 

The kits consist of 3 large Little Caesar’s pizzas. There 
were a few special kits too, including mini pizza kits and a 
family kit. 

There was breadsticks or crazy bread along with birth-
day cake, double chocolate brownie, or chocolate chunk 
cookie dough to purchase. Pizza is a delicious meal that ev-
eryone enjoys. It is fast and easy to make and almost ev-
erywhere there is a pizza place. Little Caesar’s Pizza and 
the Lead-Deadwood Key Club thanks all of those who pur-
chased pizza this year.

Roses are red, violets are blue, Valentine’s Day is a special day for you! Every year 
on February 14th many people celebrate the Valentine’s Day holiday. It is a day for cou-
ples to exchange cards, candy, gifts, and flowers. On this day people are able to show 
their love and appreciation to their loved ones. 

Valentine’s Day was first associated with romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey 
Chaucer in the High Middle Ages. In 18th-century England, it evolved into an occasion 
in which lovers expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers and sending 
greeting cards. In Europe, Saint Valentine’s Keys are given to lovers as a romantic sym-
bol and an invitation to unlock the giver’s heart. The most popular theory about Val-
entine’s Day origin is that Emperor Claudius II didn’t want Roman men to marry dur-
ing wartime. Bishop Valentine went against his wishes and performed secret weddings. 
For this, Valentine was jailed and executed. While in jail he wrote a note to the jailor’s 
daughter signing it “from your Valentine”.

Valentine’s Day is not a public holiday. Government offices, stores, schools and oth-
er organizations are open as usual. However, restaurants are normally busier than usu-
al because many people go out for an evening with their spouse or partner. Valentine’s 
Day is also a very popular date for weddings.

The most common Valentine’s Day symbols are the heart, mainly in shades of red 
and pink, and pictures or models of Cupid. Cupid is usually portrayed as a small winged 
figure with a bow and arrow. In mythology, he uses his arrow to strike the hearts of peo-
ple. People who have fallen in love are sometimes said to be “struck by Cupid’s arrow”. 

Did you know that based on retail statistics, about 3% of pet owners will give Val-
entine’s Day gifts to their pets? Or that about 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are ex-
changed each year? This makes it the second largest seasonal card sending time of the 
year. However, if you’re single don’t despair. You can celebrate Singles Awareness Day 
(SAD) instead.

Valentine’s Day is a special day to show love to those special people in life. Howev-
er, let them know how much they are appreciated every day of the year!

The ACT is one of the 
most important tests of high 
school. It can help get schol-
arships, and can determine 
what collage people go to. 
It can basically decide what 
someone would do for the rest 
of their life, and what job they 
would get. It is a very good 
idea to be prepared for this 
test, as it can a very big im-
pact on a person’s life. Luckily 
there are people here to help. 
Betty Campbell and Mr. Matt 
Campbell have ACT prep tests 
to help people prepare for this 
important event, which can 
determine the rest of their life. 
It is a great public service, and 
is great for this community.

Get in the Valentine’s Day Spirit and Fun
By Grace Campbell

   ACT Prep
By Ian Srstka
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The Lead-Deadwood School District has many projects throughout the 
year, whether it be robotics, extracurricular activities, or the cabin that 
Geometry in Construction is building. Whatever the case may be, a 
coach, teacher, or advisor can always be questioned.
Questioning Mr. Studioso (Wood shop teacher):
Q- How long has Geometry in Construction been a class at Lead High 
School?
The Geometry in Construction class has been a part of the curriculum 
here at Lead High School for three years.
Q- How many people are in the Geometry in Construction class?
As of right now there are 22 currently in the class.
Q- How many square feet is the cabin that Geometry in Construction 
is building?
392 square feet
Q- What is the most challenging part of building in Geometry in Con-
struction?
Siding.
Q- How many tests do the students have in Geometry in Construction?
They had to take number on, the Construction side for OSHA.
Q- How many work grades do you personally give out?
Every 5 work days or 2 weeks.
Q- What is the hardest assignment that is given out to the students?
The 30 second commercial
Q- How many months have the students and yourself been working on 
the cabin?
We started in October, so we are in our 5th month.
Q- What have the students learned through the sequencing of build-
ing a house?
Some said that the ordering supplies and installing them was the most 
learned.

Geometry and Construction cabin 
almost finished 
Gavin Haefs

Hye Yeon Hong is a foreign exchange stu-
dent here for the semester from South Korea. 
She is currently living with Bree Oatman and 
likes her host family but says that Helena is al-
ways teasing her. She also says that she likes 
the school system here and that she enjoys 
the fact that she can pick some of her class-
es, which she was not allowed to do in Korea. 

Her favorite subjects here include algebra, 
choir, and she greatly enjoys SRB. Mr. Peter-
son is her favorite teacher. When asked what is 
most different here compared to when she was 
in Korea she replied that it is weird that our 
school has freedom because schools in Korea 
do not. She believes that the lunch is not only 
better here but is also cheaper. 

She has been accepted into our school and 
has made many new friends with whom she 
likes to do fun activities. One of these activ-
ities include watching the basketball games 
here, which intrigue her as they do not have the 
sport in Korea. She also said that her favorite 
pass times include skiing at Terry Peak, playing 
the piano, and she is quite good at sketching. 

LDHS Welcomes Hye Yeon
Grace Jacobs

Foreign exchange student Hye Yeon Hong 
joins LDHS

Cabin being built by Geometry and Construction
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Snoball took place on Jan. 22, 2016. A semi-
formal dance was held in Gym 3. Many people 
showed up to the event. The dance went from 
8:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Students were also able 
to get their Snoball pictures taken at the en-
trance by Gym 1. 

“It was fun, more people could have prob-
ably danced at some point, but it was still fun,” 
stated Sebastian Staeckeler. 

Along with the dance, the Snoball princess-
es were also announced. Each grade was called 
one by one up to the front of the gym and 
the princesses were crowned. Congratulations 
to the following Snoball princesses: freshmen 
princess was Megan Snow, sophomore prin-
cess was Mckayla Norton, junior princess was 
Maddie Anderson, and the senior princess was 
JJ Voigt. 

Princesses Receive a 
Silver Crown
By Leeara Porter

The one-act started out with a stranger, who gave his name as Vin-
cent Deem, arriving at the home David and Sari Childs hoping to rent 
a room. Sari found him peculiar but both her and David dismissed the 
feeling as symptoms of a mental illness, at which she was victim.

The symptoms worsened as an android named Frieda came and told 
Sari the story of how Vincent had very old cash and had asked what 
year it was. After some digging around, Sari found a hand gun and some 
roses in Mr. Deem’s suitcase which was alarming as handguns became 
illegal after a war in 2080, the war also killed the flowers. 

It was then revealed that Mr. Deem came from the year 2079 where 
the warp phase effecter, a type of time machine, was invented. He had 
come from the past to the future in hopes of finding a cure for Parkin-
son’s disease, that infected his daughter. The gun was to get past the 
guards to get to the warp phase effecter and the roses were the last thing 
his daughter, Francesca, who was fourteen at the time gave him. Dr. 
Stockhausen, the inventor of the warp phase effecter, came to deliver 
Vincent back into the past. 

After Dr. Stockhausen and Mr. Deem left, David and Sari looked 
up Francesca and made contact with her, proving that she had received 
the cure and everything had turned out all right. The show ended with 
David and Sari giving Francesca back the roses she had once given to 
her father. 

One-Acts Continued from Page 1
By Grace Jacobs

Snoball Princesses Megan Snow, Mckayla Norton, Maddie Anderson 
and JJ Voigt.

Reilly Andresen and Jaxon Strickland perform 
during the one-act play.
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How far is too far? Where does the border between 
national security and personal liberty lie? Does the gov-
ernment hold the right to access personal data or devices 
in the name of national security, or do the citizens of the 
United States have the right to refuse such advances? It is 
only fair that the answer to this question, the foundation 
of which is rooted deeply in personal morals and a belief 
in a larger governing presence, is left for each citizen of the 
United States to find for themselves. In recent weeks, Ap-
ple, the technology giant that is likely responsible for the 
creation of the phone in the pocket of the reader of this ar-
ticle, has made its stance on this issue very clear. 

Following Sept. 11, 2001 and even more recent terror-
ist acts such as the massacre in Paris or the shooting in 
San Bernardino, governments around the world have es-
calated their efforts to deter terrorism and keep their citi-
zens safe. However, with increased concerns for national 
security comes an increased need to also protect the priva-
cy of innocent civilians. Apple in particular has increased 
the security capabilities of their products, particularly since 
2014. On Feb. 17, a California magistrate judge issued an 
order to Apple to create “master key” software that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation could use to unlock the 
iPhone that used to belong to Syed Rizwan Farook, one of 
the shooters responsible for the death of 14 people in San 
Bernardino, California. Tim Cook, Apple’s chief executive, 
said that his company will deny any such orders to create 
the software necessary to unlock Farook’s phone. In a let-
ter to Apple customers, Cook said “The government is ask-
ing Apple to hack our own users and undermine decades of 
security advancements that protect our customers — in-
cluding tens of millions of American citizens — from so-
phisticated hackers and cyber criminals.” 

Apple has been on the leading edge of consumer pro-
tection, setting a trend that has been present in the tech-
nology community since Edward Snowden, a former high 
ranking security official working for the federal govern-
ment, released the details of the NSA metadata program, a 
surveillance program protected under the Patriot Act that 
allows the government to collect millions of pieces of raw 
data including cell phone records, internet data, credit card 
data, and even location data on millions of American cit-
izens and foreign targets. Snowden is currently living in 
Russia under threat of being prosecuted for treason if he 
returns to the United States, and the NSA’s metadata pro-
gram was recently renewed by a primarily Republican con-
gress. A recent statement released by Congress address-
ing the NSA’s programs claimed that the NSA’s policies do 
not collect as much raw data as previously thought. How-
ever, in a report riddled with conflicting explanations and 
redacted statements, the truth is difficult to definitively lo-
cate. 

In a recent attempt to bridge the divide that current-

ly exists between Apple and the FBI, the Obama admin-
istration has issued a report saying that they would allow 
Apple to keep the rights to the software necessary to un-
lock the phone, to destroy the software after it is used for 
its expressed purpose, and to notify the rest of the world, 
including China, who would likely make a request similar 
to that of the FBI should Apple create the software, that 
the software was created to serve one purpose and that it 
would not distribute the software to anyone else for any 
other purpose. On the outside, this would seem to solve all 
of the problems currently plaguing the FBI’s request. Apple 
would be allowed to create the software, unlock this one 
iPhone, and destroy the software with the implicit knowl-
edge that the software would not be used again. This would 
seem to assuage all of Apple’s doubts concerning the inten-
tions of the FBI as well, except for one small detail. In ad-
dition to Farook’s phone, the Justice Department has also 
asked Apple to unlock 9 more iPhones around the na-
tion, confirming Apple’s principle concern about the FBI 
and the federal government’s intentions of using the mas-
ter key for the sole purpose of unlocking Farook’s phone 
and nothing else. 

The addition to the Justice Department’s request, 
which seems an outlandish contradiction to their earli-
er statements, has also solidified Apple’s opposition to the 
federal government’s demands. According to a statement 
released by Marc J. Zwillinger, a lawyer for Apple, they 
have refused to perform any of the services requested by 
the Justice Department. In the coming weeks, Magistrate 
Judge James Orenstein will issue a ruling as to whether or 
not Apple will be forced to comply with the Justice Depart-
ment. Though Judge Orenstein’s decision will not be legal-
ly binding in California, it could potentially damage Apple’s 
legal defense in the state. 

In the end, the case between Apple and the FBI, in real-
ity, will likely have a relatively small precedent in the case 
of Syed Rizwan Farook. Farook was killed by police short-
ly after committing the massacre of 14 people in San Ber-
nardino. No one can deny that unlocking Farook’s phone 
could potentially reveal more information about Farook’s 
plans, but to what avail? Farook is dead, and terror cells 
around the world are constantly plotting without regard 
for legality. However, the case between Apple and the FBI 
could potentially have drastic, lasting, and life changing ef-
fects on the liberty of innocent citizens throughout the na-
tion. Should Tim Cook fail to lead Apple to a legal victory, 
the Justice Department would have the means to unlock 
any phone, at any time and for any thinly veiled reason. 
Whether truth and reason lie in the hands of Tim Cook and 
his team at Apple or whether they lie in the hands of The 
FBI and the Federal Justice Department it does not matter. 
The only question that should remain in the mind of ev-
ery citizen of the United States is this; how far is too far? 

FBI Continues Quest to Force Apple to Hack iPhone
By Jarod Skvicalo
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On Feb. 5, the 
LDHS robotics team, 
consisting of Coach 
Duane Cunning-
ham and members AJ 
Lawver, Colton Han-
son, Joey Fox, and 
Griffen Mackey went 
to Mitchell for the 
Pre-State vex robot-
ics competition. They 
took third place over 
all with their vex robot 
Codsworth, named af-
ter the robot on Fall-
out 4. The function of 
Codsworth is to shoot 
balls into a basket. At 
this competition there 
were two baskets at 
two different levels. 
The top basket was 
worth five points and 
the bottom basket was 
worth one point, and 
they had twenty shots. 
Codsworth made sev-
enty five points out of 
the possible one-hun-

dred. When Griffen 
Mackey was asked 
how the robotics team 
was doing this year he 
replied, “Good.” So 
far the robotics team 
has gone to three 
competitions. The first 
was at University of 
South Dakota (USD) 
in Vermillion. It was a 
programing competi-
tion. They had to pro-
gram a robot to ma-
neuver a maze. Griffen 
Mackey took first 
place there. Next they 
had a competition in 
Rapid City for Vex 
Robotics which they 
also received a third 
place finish. Then 
on Feb. 27 they re-
turn to Mitchell with 
Codsworth. For the 
state competition they 
hope to beat Vermil-
lion at state so they 
can advance to Na-

tionals in Louisville, 
Kentucky on April 22. 
They are also going to 
Denver Colorado on 
March 22 to compete 
with their FRC ro-
bot. They also hope 
to make it to nation-
als. Nationals for FRC 
is also in Louisville 
Kentucky on April 27. 
“The LDHS robot-
ics is a great program, 
and is a great oppor-
tunity for many kids 
to learn new things. 
It is also a great way 
for kids to experience 
different things, trav-
el, and meet new peo-
ple. It is also a good 
way to get job oppor-
tunities and scholar-
ships. This program 
is a great addition to 
this school, and will 
always need help and 
support,” said Tommy 
Sperlin.

LDHS Robotics Team Competes
By Ian Srstka

The wrestling team has put in hard work 
and effort in their wrestling season. The team 
consists of Senior Bailey Norton, Junior Coltan 
Radensleben, Sophomore Dylin Johnson, Soph-
omore Wyatt Hess, Sophomore Brigham Wil-
liams, Sophomore Trinity Brady, Freshmen 
Carson Pinske and Junior Nik Scott. 

The last wrestling tournament was on Feb. 
6. Norton placed 2, Johnson 2nd, Pinske placed 
6, Radensleben placed 7th, Hess placed 6th, 
Williams placed 8, and Brady placed 5. 

“We are all wrestling really good, Norton 
and Johnson are dominating the season. And 
the others are filling in doing the best that they 
can,” stated Coltan Radensleben, a member of 
the team. On Feb. 11, there was a wrestling tri-
angular with STM and Hill City at 5:00. The 
team has been trying their best to put in a good 
season and for the most part the season is pay-
ing off for many of them. Keeping up with the 
wrestling events is easy. Just by checking the 
Activities schedule on the school website, you 
can get all the information. And if there are any 
questions or if anyone is interested in joining 
just contact Coach Beau Voegeli.  

Above robotics member Joey Fox works on a 
project during class

Wrestlers Finishing Up 
By Leeara Porter

Carson Pinske wrestles a Stevens Raider in meet.
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Miranda Gallagher Commits to Sheridan College 

The end of the school 
year is right around the cor-
ner and it is about time for 
seniors to make their final 
decisions about what they 
are going to do once their 
high school career is over. 

One individual recently 

made the decision to commit 
to Sheridan College in Wy-
oming to continue her edu-
cation and volleyball career. 
This individual is Miranda 
Gallagher. On Feb. 17 she 
signed to play college vol-
leyball for Sheridan. It was a 

great day and all of her fam-
ily was there to support her 
along with some of Miran-
da’s previous coaches, Joe 
Williams and Sam Grant.

Every student worries 
about what they are going to 
do after high school. After a 

lot of deliberation, Miranda 
made the right decision for 
herself and her future. Sher-
idan will be gaining a great 
volleyball player, student, 
and individual next year.

Congratulations Miran-
da! 

Senior, Bailey Norton, 
recently signed with Dako-
ta Wesleyan University to 
continue his wrestling ca-
reer.

Bailey is the most re-
cent of a Lead-Deadwood 
wrestler to sign to wrestle 
at the collegiate level. The 
most recent signee was Jus-

tin Harty in 1992.
“The DWU wrestling 

program is an up and com-
ing program. They reached 
out to me and Coach Nick 
Hutchinson offered to me 
exactly what I was looking 
for. It’s close to home and 
I am thrilled to get to con-
tinue doing what I enjoy,” 

Norton says.
Head wrestling coach 

for the golddiggers, Beau 
Voegeli, said that it warmed 
his heart when Bailey chose 
to continue his wrestling ca-
reer.

“I am pleased that he 
will be at a South Dako-
ta school. South Dakota is 

a great place to be a wres-
tler. DWU is getting an ath-
lete who will be committed 
to bettering himself and his 
teammates,” Voegeli says.

Norton will be expect-
ed to make an appearance 
at the 2016 Class ‘B’ State 
Wrestling Tournament tak-
ing place in Rapid City.

By Grace Campbell

By Hanah Cerkoney

Bailey Norton Signs to Wrestle for Dakota Wesleyan

Miranda Gallagher signs to play volleyball for Sheridan 
College in Wyoming

Bailey Norton signs to wrestle for Dakota Wesleyan Uni-
versity with parents and head coach
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On Feb. 2 the lady 
Diggers traveled to 
spearfish to face the 
Spartans. The lady 
Spartans are ranked 
number three in our 
region. This is the 
first year the Spartans 
have been in the class 
A region.

 Throughout the 
whole game the score 
was close. But at the 
end the lady Dig-
gers won the game 
with a score of 43-37. 
Feb. 4 the lady Dig-
gers played the Phil-
ip Scotties. The lady 
Scotties have a record 
of 10-6. At the time 

the lady Diggers had 
a record of 11-4. Phil-
ip put up a good fight 
but the Lady Diggers 
pulled off the win 
with a score of 49-
46. The lady Diggers 
traveled to Newell to 
play the lady irriga-
tors. The girls start-
ed off strong to get a 
good lead. The final 
score was 43-13. For 
the third game in Feb-
ruary the lady Diggers 
were going to face the 
Hot Springs Lady Bi-
son for the second 
time this year. The 
game was played on 
Feb. 9. The lady bi-

son have a record of 
1-16. The lady Diggers 
worked hard and got 
the win of a score of 
45-17. The Diggers are 
on a great start for the 
month of February. 
Feb. 12 the lady Dig-
gers played Hill city 
and won of a score of 
52-38. On Feb. 16 the 
lady Diggers went to 
Rapid City Christian 
and won 39-20. Feb. 
19 Custer came to lead 
and the ladies took 
the win of a score of 
57-49. February was 
a good month for the 
Lady Golddiggers. 

Looking for some 
success through the 
month of February. 
Their first game was 
on February 2 against 
the spearfish Spar-
tans. The Spartans 
had a record of 10-3 
when they played the 
Diggers. The Diggers 
had a record of 1-13. 
The Diggers tried 
their hardest but fell 
short to the Spartans 
of a score of 79-38. 
On Feb. 4 the Diggers 
battled with the Phil-
ip Scotties. The Dig-

gers came up a lit-
tle short of a score 
of 61-46. Feb. 6 was 
the game between 
the Newell Irrigators 
and the Lead Dead-
wood Gold-Diggers.  
The game was very 
intense and close but 
Newell got the win 
by four points with 
the final score being 
51-47. Hot springs Bi-
son traveled to lead 
to face the Diggers on 
Feb. 9. The game was 
also pretty close till 
the end and the bison 

took the win with a 
score of 58-39. Feb. 12 
was the game against 
Hill City. We lost to 
the rangers’ 68-37. 
Playing Douglas for 
the second time this 
season the boys lost 
to the patriots 65-31. 
Custer came up to 
lead to face the gold-
Diggers and they went 
home with a win of a 
score of 51-30. The 
Diggers played hard 
through the month of 
February.

By Jaci Petsch

By Jaci petsch

Lady Digger Basketball Team 

Boys Digger Basketball teamCaleb Percy ball fakes and looks for a way to 
score as the time counts down. 

Sydnee Hamman goes up for the shot hoping 
to score for the Lady Digger basketball team.

(Right) Brett Matt-
son dribbles the ball 
down the court. 
(Left) Max Nelson 
looks down the court 
for the best pass. 
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Lead-Deadwood Athlete Returns to Sport after Concussion

By Hanah Cerkoney

Three months af-
ter taking a serious 
blow to the head dur-
ing a September foot-
ball game and suf-
fering a concussion, 
Lead-Deadwood 
sophomore Jack Ege-
mo has bounced back. 
This time, on the bas-
ketball court. 

On September 4th, 
the Diggers were play-
ing Newcastle when 
Jack got blindsided 
and went down.

“The concussion 
completely changed 
my life for those three 
months. I was a com-
pletely different per-
son; I didn’t talk to 
anyone, I was very 
mean to people and 
I didn’t feel the want 
to do anything at all,” 
Egemo explained. 
Head football coach at 
Lead-Deadwood, Tom 
Tieszen, said, “Af-
ter seeing the hit on 
Jack I expected him to 

have some symptoms 
and was hoping they 
weren’t going to be 
serious because he is 
such a valuable asset to 
any sports team. I was 
hoping he wouldn’t be 
out long.”According 
to doctors at the Mayo 
Clinic, a concussion is 
a traumatic brain in-
jury that alters the 
way your brain func-
tions. Concussions are 
caused (usually) by a 
blow to the head and 
also when the head 
and upper body are vi-
olently shaken.

Symptoms of a 
concussion are head-
aches, loss of con-
sciousness, confu-
sion, delayed response 
to questions, amnesia 
and many more. De-
layed and more seri-
ous symptoms include 
concentration com-
plaints, irritability or 
personality changes, 
sensitivity to noise, 

and psychological and 
depression problems.

Ramifications of 
having a concussion 
at an early age can 
vary from dementia 
to brain damage that 
damages the same part 
of the brain that is af-
fected in Alzheimer’s 
disease. Chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy 
(CTE) is very com-
mon in football play-
ers who receive mul-
tiple blows to the head 
during their football 
careers.

A recent release 
of the movie “Con-
cussion”, starring Will 
Smith, talks about a 
doctor who digs up re-
search on CTE and the 
long-term effects it has 
on football players re-
ceiving concussions 
during their careers. 
Most people are un-
aware of the life-long 
change it has on ath-
letes.

After attending 
a basketball camp in 
Casper, WY, Jack re-
alized he was not 
100% healthy; feeling 
ready to pass out and 
unaware of what was 
going on, he was then 
told he should go and 
see a specialist by an 
athletic trainer. About 
a month and half after 
Jack received his con-
cussion, his mother, 
Terri Egemo, decid-
ed to take him to the 
doctor hoping to fix 
the problem. 

“Not right away, 
but after a little while 
Jack’s mood started to 
change. His personali-
ty was completely dif-
ferent,” said Terri.

After many visits 
to the physical thera-
pist and even an MRI, 
Jack and his family fi-
nally started to notice 
improvement in his 
injury. It wasn’t until 
January that Jack saw 
himself back to the 
person he was before 
he got his concussion.

“It was really frus-
trating but I knew I 
needed to stay patient 
and trust the process 
of physical therapy. 
The brain runs the en-
tire body and my brain 
was highly damaged,” 
explained Jack.

Now that Jack is 
meeting a full recov-
ery from his concus-
sion, he can step back 
on the basketball court 
and play the sport he 
loves with his team-
mates again.

“Jack’s concussion 
was a very unfortu-

nate thing. He wanted 
to experience playing 
football and see if he 
enjoyed it, but when 
he received his con-
cussion nobody knew 
how serious it was” 
head basketball coach 
Jon Lane said.

Jack has found 
much success on the 
basketball court since 
being back. He went 
from starting on the 
JV team to earning 
himself a starting spot 
on the varsity team. 
His communication 
skills and positivity 
has helped the team a 
great deal.

Coach Lane adds 
that Jack has helped 
the team so much with 
his leadership and pas-
sion and it is starting 
to pour into some of 
the guys on the team.

Jack is fully 
cleared from attending 
physical therapy and 
no longer is diagnosed 
with a concussion but 
here and there re-
ceives a headache at 
random. Jack says that 
if he were to receive 
another concussion he 
would not play sports 
anymore.

Receiving a con-
cussion has made Jack 
much more apprecia-
tive of being at full 
health more than he 
used to because he is 
aware of the differ-
ence is.

“Though those 
three months weren’t 
very bright, in the end 
I believe it changed 
me in a good way”, 
Jack says.

Jack Egemo shoots a free throw during 
a game this season against Hot Springs
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Mrs. Betty Campbell surprised by Superintendent, Dr. Dan Leikvold 
with the honor of being named Teacher of The Year.

Teacher of The Year
A good teacher 

can inspire hope, ig-
nite the imagination, 
and instill a love of 
learning. This was 
said by Brad Hen-
ry and he just so 
happens to be talk-
ing about one of the 
teachers who is part 
of the on staff here at 
LDHS.  

On March 8, 2016 
Mrs. Betty Camp-
bell was congratulat-
ed upon being select-
ed as teacher of the 
year. She is a math 
teacher  and has been 
teaching here for five 

years and counting. 
Her classes include: 
Algebra I, Algebra 
II, Pre-algebra, and 
Math analysis. 

She is a great 
teacher, and is hoping 
to be here for many 
years to come. Camp-
bell is a teacher who 
is always willing to 
help students and her 
door is always open 
for people to come 
and ask her questions 
or just talk to her. 

Sebastian Staeck-
eler who has taken 
Pre-algebra from her, 
said “She is very nice, 

and always respect-
ful towards you if 
you are towards her. 
She helps students no 
matter what, and she 
teaches very clearly 
which makes it easier 
for people who have 
more trouble with 
math to understand.” 

Neil Mattson who 
has had her every 
year said, “I learned a 
lot in her classes and 
appreciate all that she 
has done for me as a 
student.” Campbell is 
a great teacher who 
inspires students to 
do great things. 

By Ian Srstka
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It’s time to put away the winter coats, 
gloves, scarfs, and snow boots to get ready for 
spring.

Some ways one can dress up for girls is 
wear a skirt and a nice t- shirt or pretty tank 
top, flats, sandals or a nice pair of heels. One 
can also wear a dress and still stay comfort-
able. With the dress one can wear a pair of 
boots to match the dress, flats, heels, sandals 
or flip flops.  Another way is to wear a nice  T-
shirt or tank top with some capris and sneak-
ers, flats, sandals, ankle boots or flip flops. To 
tie any outfit together, add a hat or some ac-
cessories like a purse.

Tips for guys to dress up for spring is to 
wear a T-shirt and a nice pair of jeans sneak-
ers, dress shoes, or sandals.

Another way is you can wear a nice dress 
shirt and pants, along with nice shoes, sneak-
ers, or sandals, and get out of wearing a suit.  
Also one can wear a nice T-shirt and shorts, 
sneakers or sandals. One can also add a tie , hat 
and sunglasses.  There’s a few ways to dress up 
and stay comfortable during spring.

Choose Spring Outfit with Care
By Beth Hoffman

The 2016 Prom Committee, which is headed by Mr. Gary Linn, has 
been discussing prom for quite some time now deciding how to make 
prom an enjoyable experience for all those who attend. Both the Grand 
March and the dance itself will be held at the Historic Homestake Op-
era House on April 23, 2016 and the theme will be the Great Gatsby. 
Claussen Photography will be at the Opera House from 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m. to take photos at the price of $15 per picture. 

The pictures will be received electronically and then can be print-
ed elsewhere. The money raised through Claussen will come back to 
the school, or more specifically, the students. It will be called “Dig-
gers Helping Diggers.” The organization will consist of a board of fac-
ulty members who will take the money raised from prom pictures and 
give it back to students in need at Lead-Deadwood. Grand March will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. and the dance will follow after. The music will be 
by Colt 45 and there will be refreshments at the dance. The dance will  
end around 11:00 p.m. 

Post prom will follow sometime after the dance and will be located 
at the high school. Tickets for prom will be sold in the lunchroom the 
Monday through Wednesday or Thursday the week of prom for $25 per 
couple, or $12.50 per person. The committee has been raising money 
through different types of fundraising activities. One of these fundrais-
ers was the Daddy-Daughter Princess Ball, which was open to girls in 
the grades K-5 and to anyone special to them. It was $20 per ticket and 
included a photo booth, food, and the dance itself. A second fundraiser 
was the Winterfest Ball, which was sort of like an adult prom. Conces-
sions have helped the committee and the money from Prom ticket sales 
will help go towards the cost as well. Linn invites everyone to come and 
enjoy prom and reminds everyone to be safe afterwords!

Claussen’s Donates Proceeds To Diggers
By Grace Jacobs

March Students of the Month

Jared Aman Mara Jacobs
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Should Presidential Candidates Be Psychoanalyzed
By Grace Campbell

The presidential primary elections are at large and ev-
eryone is getting worked up about this year’s candidates. 
On occasion, psychiatrists are asked for an opinion about 
an individual who is currently in public attention or who 
has disclosed information about themselves through public 
media. In this situation, a psychiatrist may tell the media his 
or her expertise about psychiatric issues in general. How-
ever, it is unethical for a psychiatrist to offer a professional 
opinion unless he or she has conducted an examination and 
has been granted authorization to make such a statement.

To diagnose someone with some sort of psychiatric 
condition before meeting them is considered rude and hate-
ful, even if those people are in the race to become Ameri-

ca’s next president. Some people “judge a book by its cov-
er” and make incorrect assumptions about people who they 
have never met personally. Of course there have been many 
nasty rumors about all of these presidential candidates, but 
it is not polite to voice these rumors unless they have been 
proven true. 

Everyone has made mistakes and it’s not right to judge 
people because of them. Please be sure to only make as-
sumptions based on fact, not fiction. Everyone has the right 
to their opinion and to be heard, but make sure to hear more 
than one point-of-view before coming to any conclusions. 
After all, one of these people will indeed become the next 
President of the United States.

The Miner Riffs Attend the 2016 Sundance Jazz Festival
By Grace Jacobs

The Miner Riffs, or the Lead-Deadwood High School 
Jazz Band, attended the Sundance Jazz Festival, which was 
on March 21, 2016. The Miner Riffs was actually the name 
of the LDHS Jazz Band a few decades ago and they decid-
ed to use it again this year as a sort of homage to the bands 
of previous years. The Jazz Band has been practicing on 
Wednesday mornings for most of the school year. Melin-
da Grass, Garrett Kiefer, Mikayla St. Pierre, and Blake In-
gham are in the woodwind section of the band while the 
brass section includes Cameron Enright, Carston Mertens, 
Pratt Williams, and Brendan Kearns. Brianna Pfeiffer-Mu-
noz, Josh Lehman, Delaney Johnston, and Jarod Skvicalo 
make up the rhythm section. 

The festival, which was in Sundance, Wyoming, was 
an event that took most of the day and had both jazz bands 
and combos as well as choirs that attended. Both the Sun-
dance High School Jazz and Combo Bands, the Spearfish 

Middle School Jazz Band, the Sage Valley High School Jazz 
Band, the Sheridan High School Jazz Band, and the Lead-
Deadwood Miner Riffs all attended the festival. The bands 
played a few songs in front of a judge who then rated the 
bands and any soloists involved. The scores were not run 
up against the other schools but were more of an assess-
ment of each band individually. 

The Miner Riffs attended the contest not only for the 
rating but also to find other venues for the band to play at 
in the future. The band’s next performance will be April 1, 
2016 at the Historic Homestake Opera House. 

The band will be working with the University of Ne-
braska/Omaha jazz combo in a workshop in the afternoon 
with the university’s jazz faculty and in the evening they 
will perform in a concert. The Miner Riff’s official concert 
date has not been set yet but is hoped to be sometime in 
May.

The LDHS Art Club recently took 
several field trips to the Mind Blown Stu-
dio, which is located at the Pump House 
in Deadwood. Members each received a 
lesson, which lasted about a half an hour 
per person, from Toni Gerlach. Ger-
lach, who runs the studio, showed them 
how glass art is manipulated and made. 
Each member then got to make glass 
art of some form for themselves. Ger-
lach gave the club members a discount-
ed price on the lessons and they paid for 
the rest with the money they had raised 
by painting faces at the football games, 

such as Homecoming. The club went on 
three different days during SRB and took 
three members each day. On the first day, 
Feb. 26, 2016, Baylie Trevino, Brianna 
Pfeiffer-Munoz, and Hailey Trewhella all 
received lessons. Brianna Sneesby, Lily 
Keehn, and Rose Losey went on March 
1 and on the final day, March 3, Madi-
son Morrison, Mr. Oliver Burgoyne, and 
his student teacher, Brandi Roetzel head-
ed out for their glass blowing adventure. 
Burgoyne hopes to make the Mind Blown 
Studio field trips an annual experience for 
Art Club members.

Glass Blowing with the LDHS Art Club
By Grace Jacobs

Hailey Trewhella is glass blowing 
at the Pump House in Deadwood.
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By Grace Jacobs & Isabella Jones
There it has waited for sixty years

Hidden in the land of adventure fearing 
Enter the nine who join in fellowship

Longing for peace, they trek on,
Over water and land their journey takes it

Ridding themselves of the evil it carries they
Deter it from the path of foes

Only the strong minded will not
Falter under its power as

Temptation takes hold of all
Holding the mind of the bearer captive, but here

Enters the faithful companion, and
Remembering all who had suffered it was destroyed

Into the inferno it plummeted
Never to be brought forth again

Gone forever
Sent back into the fires from which it came

By Lillie Niemeyer
I am a peaceful place of pleasures

My serenity is suitable for you
Delightful and daring I sometimes am
Walk into the warmth of welcome

Private and perfect just for you
You’re not hallucinating when you feel the humble happi-

ness brought by me
I guarantee your safety along with scenic satisfaction 

I may be basic or beautiful or bankrupt
You will be comfortable when you know you can control 

me
Come in relax, relieve yourself and refresh

Familiar fresh fabric is something you will find
I am never narcissistic and always nonviolent

Mountains of memories make magnificent
You often take my gifts for granted

I am a place to find your family
And I am your calm place to call campBy Hanah Cerkoney & Miranda Gallagher

A symbol of elegance
I live all of my life in a tube

The enemy of your teeth
Paint of a strong warrior 

Whatever shade your heart desires
Colorful, bold or dull; your choice

A product of Paris parents
Rich or Poor,

Beautiful or ugly,
You can use me 

Around for centuries,
And probably more
Sips spawn stains

An item for fashion
An item for life

By Zach Pearson
Once flying high soaring on the border of the sun

Drew by a scribe a parchment to end
To Travel to the king that fought

Acquired by a harbinger to bring the news
To the king that fought this bloody war

The Parchment to end the war
Fought with sword and teeth between the two

Of the onslaught of the ordained outfit fit for battle
Marched mad and wild ran the horses and men

Over the hillside arrived the hawk that bore the message
To advance to the field meant for blood Converging to-

gether to fight the final battle
The two forces ready for battle
Sent there two and the scribe

Scribe with his quill and paper and the swords of the army
To end this nonsensible war.

By Evelyn Groeger & Rachel Eggers
We’re forged in the fire of man.

Our home holds none other than us.
No guests are welcome but come anyway uninvited.
We make a pivot when returning to our native land.
Our corporal comes in complexions of many kinds.

Our contour is both jagged and smooth.
The shape of our bow can be round, oblong, square, or trian-

gular.
Our stature can be short or soaring.

Each of us is different, but we have the same purpose.
Often outside our humble home, we long to get back to our 

lands.
We’ve been across the seas, above the earth, in the sky, and in 

the ground.
As time goes on we age and become brittle.

The foundation of our name can be concrete or abstract, but 
we are concrete.

We will continue to exist as time goes on.
We are the protectors of people’s property.

The Ring

Lipstick
Home

Keys

The pen is mightier 

than the sword

Senior English Riddles Stump Readers
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The LDHS Robotics team has had a great year so far, placing 3rd in 
the VEX competition in Mitchell, SD. The robot that the team has cre-
ated must complete an obstacle course and the robot can go over just 
about any normal day object such as sidewalks, rocks, etc. The robot 
can go up to a speed of 6 MPH and must complete the obstacle course 
before it comes into scoring position. The robot can pick up and shoot 
balls to score. 

The team traveled to Denver, CO Mar. 23 -Mar. 26 for the Region-
al First Robotics Competition.  With some weather complications they 
made it to the competition with a day to spare. If the team were to have 
placed in the top 2, the team will have had the opportunity to travel to 
St. Louis, MO for the Worlds Competition Apr. 27th- Apr. 30th to com-
pete against the rest of the world. 

The robotics team is creating presentations to show the elementary 
school kids to inspire and excite them to join the team when they start 
attending high school. The robotics club is fairly small and would love 
to recruit new members for the 2016-2017 school year. One can always 
changes one’s schedule to add robotics to one’s class schedule and help 
the team create, build, and compete with a new robot and hope to suc-
ceed to the top level of robotics, which happens to be the Worlds Com-
petition. 

The robotics team has been working extremely hard this season and 
has a great outlook for the rest of the season and competitions.

Robotics Club Advances to Denver, 
for Regional Competition
By Allison Engel

Robotics members Tommy Sperlin and AJ Lawver work on robots for competition in Denver.

Riley Lundquist works on robot for competi-
tion.
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It’s that time of the year again, time for countless basketball games 
and endless hours of enjoyment. Take out your brackets and start mak-
ing predictions because March Madness is back and ready to break 
hearts, cause upsets and for a team to be holding a trophy after the 
championship. 

For the sixth year in a row, CBS Sports and Turner Sports will be 
televising all 67 games of the 2016 NCAA division I Men’s Basketball 
Championship and the games will also be streamed on NCAA March 
Madness. 

TBS will be broadcasting the National Championship on April 4th, 
which will be the first time in 78 years that it is being televised on ca-
ble. TBS will also televise the NCAA Final Four National Semifinals two 
days before the championship. More team-specific games will be tele-
vised by Turner and CBS Sports during March Madness. 

All of these unique telecasts will include separate announcers and 
multiple camera views highlighting each one of the Colleges. There’s is 
a group of contenders that have been ranked near the top five for a ma-
jority of the season and are considered the fan favorites. These teams 
being, Kansas, Oklahoma, Villa nova, North Carolina and others will 
remain top teams for a title proving their worth throughout the year. 
But keep in mind, this season and seasons in the past and most likely 
in the future will and have had crazy upsets, that will definitely contin-
ue in March Madness.

By Neil Mattson

Madness  Marches Through 2016

Volleyball off season is more important 
than regular season. In the off season girls prac-
tice even harder to develop skills. Being able 
to practice in the off season makes it easier to 
work on different plays and other skills. In the 
off season girls can go to different individual 
skill camps to make themselves better. But also 
the team goes to team camps to get better as a 
team. Improving both as a team and individual-
ly is very important. When people practice sep-
arately then come together as a team it makes 
it a lot easier. Throughout the summer the vol-
leyball coaches hold open gyms. Normally open 
gyms are two times a week. Open gym is for 
girls to come in and get better at their skills also. 

By Jaci Petch
The End has Come

By Jaci Petch
Volleyball Off-Season Work 

Above- Miranda Gallagher going for a lay-up against Custer.

Basketball season has come and gone and 
the Lady Diggers played exceptionally well this 
year. In their district game, the Lady Diggers 
played the Hill City Rangers on their home 
court. It was an extremely exciting game that 
kept the crowd on their feet. The score bounced 
back and forth between the two teams. At the 
end of the fourth quarter, the Rangers lead by 
six points and Digger fans thought that all hope 
was lost. But with just over a minute to go, Jade 
Derby was fouled on a three-point shot and 
made all three of her free-throws. With under 
a minute left in the game, the Diggers forced a 
turnover and Miranda Gallagher made a three-
point shot to tie the game. The game went into 
overtime where the Diggers won by nine points 
with the final score being 61-52.

 The first region game was held in Belle 
Fourche where the Lady Diggers played the 
Broncs. The Lady Broncs maintained the lead 
for the first three quarters. At the end of the 
fourth quarter, the Lady Diggers made some 
good plays and put the game within one point. 
The Broncs got a steal and scored a layup put-
ting the score at 38-41. With only a few seconds 
left, the Diggers in bounded the ball and Jade 
Derby was fouled on a deep three-point shot 
with only half a second left of the game. She 
made all three free-throws and the game went 
into overtime. The Diggers lost by two points 
in overtime, ending their season.

 The Lady Diggers had a very successful 
season. The eight seniors will be greatly missed 
next year. Good luck in the future, Lady Dig-
gers.
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It never fails to 
snow on the first day 
of track season and 
that is when everyone 
knows track season is 
here.  Track is a sport 
for different individu-
als. Many people like 
different events. Dif-
ferent athletes are 
built for and skilled at 
different track events. 
As in life everyone 
has their strengths and 
weaknesses. In track 
there are running, 
jumping, and throw-
ing events. 

For people who 
like jumping there are 
events such as long 
and triple jump. Also 
there is pole vault and 
high jump for peo-
ple who like doing 

that kind of events 
in track. For the fast 
people there are races 
called sprints. Sprints 
are the 100, 200, 
400, and 800 me-
ter dashes. Events for 
people who can pace 
themselves very well 
are distance runs such 
as the mile, and the 
two mile. 

Mr. Will Malde is 
the head track coach, 
this is his second 
year in the lead. He 
is bringing different 
workouts and ideas to 
track this year. Once 
a week the athletes go 
to the local rec cen-
ter and they swim for 
a workout. Twice a 
week the track ath-
letes are working out 

in the weight room. 
Then the rest of the 
week they are do-
ing different workouts 
on their events. Track 
season is a mixture 
of different kinds of 
weather. The weath-
er changes quit of-
ten during track sea-
son. The effect of the 
weather changing of-
ten makes practice 
vary quite a bit. Track 
is a sport to help ath-
letes stay in shape for 
other sports. People 
do track to help them 
get better at different 
sports. Track helps 
with most aspects 
in different kinds of 
sports. Track is a 
sport for many differ-
ent people. 

Track and Field Starts Up Again 
By Jaci Petsch

Mr. Will Malde
Q- What is your 

history with track?
“I started run-

ning track in 7th grade 
in Hot Springs, and 
ran track through my 
freshman year at Da-
kota Wesleyan Uni-
versity.”

Q- How many 
years have you been 
a head track coach?

“This is year 
number 2, I am kind 
of a rookie, a sopho-
more.”

Q- What group of 
events do you coach?

“I coach the dis-
tance runners, and for 
this year I am teach-
ing the high jumpers, 
so hah.”

Q-How many 
new coaches has 
track enlisted the help 
of this year?

“We have two 
new full time assis-
tants and two new 
part-time assistants.”

Q- How many 
kids does the track 
team have going out?

“A little over 30 
students actively par-

ticipating in the in-
credible sports of 
Track and Field.”
Mrs. Lenessa Keehn

Q- What is your 
history with track?

“I started running 
track in junior high, 
6th grade, I was a par-
ticipant 6-12. I also 
grew up in a house of 
2 track coaches.”

Q- How many 
years have you been 
a track coach?

“I have been 
coaching track since 
2003, taking one year 
off because of my ba-
bies, the first year was 
with Spearfish Mid-
dle School. The next 
10 years were with 
the Lead-Deadwood 
Middle School. The 2 
most recent have been 
with the Lead-Dead-
wood High School.”

Q- What group of 
events do you coach?

“I typically teach 
the long and triple 
jumpers, as well as 
the hurdlers. My fa-
vorite probably being 
the hurdles. I quite 
like those.”

Track Coaches Talk
By Gavin Haefs

As winter fades once more into spring, the Girl’s Golf season starts 
again. With practice already underway the girls are getting more and 
more excited for their season. They have roughly six middle school team-
mates as well as Sydney Auld, Taylor Beagle, Emily Fox, Zoe Keehn, 
Gracie Kosters, and Hailey Trewhella as the high school athletes signed 
up for the 2016 Girl’s Golf season. 

The team had a change of control as they gained Mr. Tanner McGin-
nis as the new coach.  McGinnis, 28, is originally from Belle Fourche and 
previously coached fifth and sixth grade football here in the Black Hills. 
This will be his first time coaching golf. The Girls Golf Teams first prac-
tice March 28th and their first meet will be held on April 7th and will 
be here at the Elk horn Golf Course. The girls will commute to Spear-
fish every day for practice.

Girls Golf Prepares To Swing
By Sebastian Staeckeler

Taylor Beagle teeing off at Custer Country 
Club. (File photo)

Gavin Haefs competing in the 300 hurdles at a home meet.
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Winter is over and spring is here! It’s time 
to put away the skis, snowboards and sleds be-
cause it’s time for green grass and going to the 
lake. The Black Hills has a lot to offer when it 
comes to doing recreational activities, so when 
someone goes out for a hike or go bike rid-
ing, the options for choosing a trail are end-
less. Here are the chosen top five Hiking trails 
in the Black Hills:

Roughlock Falls is located in Spearfish Can-
yon and starts by the Spearfish Canyon lodge. 
It is a trail that runs up to about one mile and 
at the end there is a beautiful waterfall that is 
complemented with a wonderful scenery. 

11th hour is located in Spearfish canyon and 
is a short and simple hike. There is one obsta-
cle where one would need to climb a small lad-
der and plenty of large rocks. When at the end 
of the trail there is a beautiful view of the creek 
and the trees surrounding the area.

Mato Paha or “Bear Mountain” is the La-
kota name given to Bear Butte State Park. This 
geological formation is one of several intru-
sions of igneous rock in the Black Hills that 
formed millions of years ago. From the 4,426 
foot summit there are four surrounding states 
that can be viewed. It is a great place to go hike 
and explore for the day.

Crow Peak is supposedly one of the best 
hikes in the Black Hills. It runs about three and 
a half miles and has an amazing view of the sur-
rounding Black Hills. The trail starts out about 
seven miles from Spearfish and is a moderately 
easy hike. There is another trail that branches 
of called the Beaver Ridge Spur Trail that runs 
half a mile long and goes to the western part of 
the Black Hills.

This trail system is not the average day 
hike. It can reach up to fifty miles going into 
Wyoming. This hike is something someone 
could walk for a weekend or week with their 
family, friends, boyfriend or girlfriend. Along 
the way you would walk through the Black 
Hills and Plains of Wyoming.

Hiking is a great way to get exercise and 
explore the land around us. The Geography has 
a lot to offer whether it means going swimming, 
kayaking, hiking, biking, climbing and camp-
ing. If you take the right trails or visit some 
state parks you can find some of the most beau-
tiful and magnificent places to pitch up a tent 
and roast marshmallows till the break of dawn.

During the summer most of 
the time it is the perfect whether 
for camping, and it just so happens 
to be that there are a lot of great 
places to camp at right around this 
area that we live it! 

The first spot is Roubaix Na-
tional Park, this is a smaller camp-
ground and there is no electricity 
hook ups, but, I believe that this is 
a good place to camp because of 
the lake that is located next to the 
campground offers a place for kay-

aking, swimming, and fishing. An-
other place that is good for camp-
ing is the Bear Butte Campground, 
which you have heard is a good 
place to go hiking while you are 
staying there, but there is also a 
lake there that is good for a lot of 
activities. Pactola is another good 
camping place for camping be-
cause there is another lake there. 

During summer one of the best 
activities to do is go camping and 
hiking in one place!

The students of Lead-Deadwood have been busy these last 
couple of months. Trying to put in for a fun senior day, the ju-
niors had sold their raffle tickets that were provided for them. 
Also, Prom is right around the corner, coming up on April 23rd. 
This means that the students of Lead-Deadwood have been try-
ing their best to raise money for making post prom an enjoyable 
and fun time. 

Lead-Deadwood hosted car services at the Dakotamart 
gas station. Doing this, they did the duties for you. They filled 
your tank and cleaned your cars windows. For each person that 
stopped by the gas station to fuel up, money was donated to the 
high school for post prom. Female students worked half of the 
event. And the male students worked the other half of the time. 

Many students showed up to help support the school and to 
help other students raise money for the upcoming event. The stu-
dents are hoping to have earned enough to create a pretty awe-
some post prom, so everyone enjoys themselves. Seeing the ef-
fort the students put in to this, shows how dedicated and excited 
they are to have an amazing post prom.

Students Fund-
raise for Post Prom

Enjoy Local Camping Sites
By Gracie Kosters

By Leeara Porter

Scenic Trails to Hike
By Sebastian Staeckeler
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The Robotics team consisted of AJ. Lawver, Joey Fox, Riley Lundquist, 
Griffen Mackey, Phillip Madsen, Hayden Hill, and Tommy Sperlin. As they 
drove to Denver Colorado for the regional competition they went through 
some bad weather such as a snow storm. On the way the guys said that there 
were tons of cars in the ditches and driving all over the road. 

AJ Lawver said, the road conditions were bad on the way to the region-
al competition. Once they got to their hotel Mr. Cunningham, the robotics 
coach got their car stuck in the middle of the parking lot at their hotel. A 
guy from Wisconsin helped them get unstuck so they could go to the con-
vention center.  When they got to the competition center, they had to un-
load everything there and set it up at their station. The robotics’ team built 
their robot before they went to Denver so it would be easier for them when 
they got there. 

It takes lots of time to build the robots that they had to build so there-
fore making it before the competition is necessary. But when they got to the 
competition the robotics’ team found out that their robot was built wrong. 
Since their robot was built wrong they had to take time to fix things. The 
wiring broke because it was made wrong so that took some time to fix. Af-
ter fixing their robot they had the judges come and see how it was. The trip 
to Denver was a learning experience for everyone. 

Robotics Team Competes in Denver
Tommy Sperlin, Joey Fox, Reilly Lundquist and Colton Hanson compete in Denver.

By Jaci Petsch
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Geometry in Construction is the 
class that teaches students hands-on 
skills about construction and ties it into 
geometry at the same time. This makes 
it a great opportunity for kids thinking 
about going into the construction busi-
ness to see what it’s like, and at the 
same time take a required math class. 

Sebastian Staeckeler, a student in 
the Geometry and Construction class, 
explained how the class is and how the 
year has been.

How would you describe your 
year in the class?

“The year was a blast! I’ve learned 
so much from Mr. Jim Studioso and 
Mr. Perry Stulken. At the beginning of 
it all this whole class seemed like it 
was going to be a little slow paced and 
filled with non-stop math, however, I 
was proved wrong. The building expe-
rience is amazing and is good for any 
student who is willing to learn about 
this field.”

What have you learned through-
out the school year?

“Well, I have been taking wood 
working classes since I was in the 
eighth grade, but this class is a whole 
different animal. We all learned how 
to read blue prints for houses, cab-
ins and other buildings, how to design 
structures, how to use different power 
tools, and my least favorite thing- ge-
ometry.”

The cabin the class is building is 
going to the Pioneer Church Camp for 
the Presbyterian Church in Lead. It is 
14’x 28’ and it is 392 square feet. It also 
has kitchen and ½ bathroom, and ev-
erything even the kitchen cabinets are 
built from scratch.

Geometry in Construction is a 
great opportunity to learn real life skills 
for the field of construction, architec-
ture, cabinetry, etc. It also looks great 
on collage applications. It is just great 
class all around,” said Staeckeler. 

By Ian Srstka
Geometry in Construction Students Build Life Skills and Cabin

Sebastian Staeckeler helps install the 
tongue and groove ceiling in the cabin.
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The 2016 Key Club year is coming to an end. The 
Key club members have accomplished a lot and have 
done many projects to help the school and community. 

Recently, five members of the Lead-Deadwood Key 
Club; Sydnee Hamann, Allison Engel, Mara Jacobs, Hai-
ley Trewhella, and Grace Campbell; and Advisor Ms. 
Wendy Schamber went to Willmar, MN to attend the 
2016 Key Club District Convention. They left on the 
April 8 and returned on April 10. Over the course of the 
weekend, they participated in leadership activities and 

Key Club seminars, along with games and other fun ac-
tivities. 

Allison Engel ran for District 4 Lieutenant Governor 
and was re-elected. This will be her second year serving 
as Lieutenant Governor on the District Board.  

The Lead-Deadwood Key Club officers for this up-
coming year have been elected and the 2016-2017 pres-
ident will be Taylor Beagle. The vice president will be 
Kanicee Gilmore-Bears. The secretary will be Grace 
Campbell and the treasurer will be Mara Jacobs.

Key Club Wraps Year: Attends Convention, Elects Officers
By Grace Campbell

In Ms. Kim Loeffen’s English II speech class students have been pre-
senting speeches demonstrating different skills they have learned. Some 
kids demonstrated how to play sports and some showed how to make 
their favorite baked goods. One man, Brigham Williams, demonstrated 
different ways to tie a tie.

When Gavin Haefs was asked what he thought of doing the speech-
es he replied, “Personally I thought the demonstrative speeches where 
much easier to come up with than other speeches, yet still very hard 
to explain. I feel that demonstrative speeches are a much better way of 
showing our peers how to do something.”

Gracie Kosters was asked what she does to prepare for these speech-
es, she said, “You have to find something that is easy to teach step-by-
step and present in front of a classroom. I don’t really get hyped for a 
speech. I just go up and do my thing, its easier to think of it as just talk-
ing to somebody, like a friend or family. The imagining people in their 
underwear thing doesn’t really work, at least for me ha-ha.”

Demonstrative speeches are a good way to build communication 
skills and be prepared for future presentations. It’s also a fun time! Do-
ing these speeches are a good time because you get to present to people 
something that you like to do, rather you fascinate them or just inform 
them about something, it’s almost like doing a fun service!

Students Enjoy Presenting Demonstrative Speeches
By Ian Srstka

Stewart Job cracks an 
egg as he demonstrates 
making scrumptious 
chocolate chip cookies.

Brianna Sneesby 
prepares the choc-
olate for her Oreo 
truffles.

Maddie Mor-
rison demon-
strates the fine 
art of effects 
make-up on 
Saige Van Tas-
sel’s arm.

Brigham Wil-
liams ex-
plains how to 
properly tie 
a tie.
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An academic letter is received by 
students who have a GPA of 3.66 or 
higher for three quarters of the school 
year. The first time a student letters in 
academics they receive a letter, ev-
ery year after they receive a pin of the 
lamp of knowledge to put on the orig-
inal letter. Angelica Jones, Zoe Keehn, 
Brianna Pfeiffer, Garrett Kiefer, Miran-
da Luze, Sydnee Hamann, Reece Kna-
bel, Bailey Norton, and Mikayla St. 
Pierre all received their letters for the 
first time. Two year academic award 
winners consisted of Grace Campbell, 
Isabel Fredericksen, Carolyn Groeger, 
Wyatt Hess, Mara Jacobs, Dylin John-
son, Gracie Kosters, Katie Tieman, 
Brigham Williams, Delaney Voigt, Mi-
randa Gallagher, Melinda Grass, and 
Ashley Sandidge. The students who let-
tered for their third year were Sydney 
Auld, Taylor Beagle, Colt Bradley, Brett 

Mattson, Caleb Percy, Alexis Simpson, 
and Allison Specht. Four year academ-
ic awards went out to Jade Derby, Ra-
chel Eggers, Cameron Enright, Evelyn 
Groeger, Grace Jacobs, Maddisen Lars-
en, Andrew Lawver, Hannah Rogers, 
Wade Shoop, and Jarod Skvicalo.

The ceremony started with the 
LDHS principal, Mr. Tony Biesiot, wel-
coming the students, parents, and fel-
low people on stage with him. These 
people included Mr. John Keene, who 
helped present the Kiwanis “Stu-
dents of the Month” awards, Mrs. Tera 
Mau, a member of the Lead-Dead-
wood Board of Education, Ms. Wendy 
Schamber, Key Club advisor, and Dr. 
Heather Wilson, from the Rapid City 
School of Mines was the speaker. Once 
Dr. Wilson was done with her speech, 
the Kiwanis “Students of the Month” 
and “Students of the Year” awards 

were given out. Joey Fox and Maddis-
en Larsen were awarded for the month 
of September, Colt Bradley and Tay-
lor Beagle for October, Wyatt Hess and 
Carolyn Groeger for November, Wade 
Shoop and Ashley Sandidge for Janu-
ary, JW Singer and Madison Anderson 
for February, Jared Aman and Mara Ja-
cobs for March, and Maxx Percy and 
Angelica Jones for the month of April. 
The Students of the Year awards were 
given to both Wade Shoop and Mad-
disen Larsen. 

Once the Kiwanis awards were 
handed out, the academic awards were 
read off and given out as well. Ms. 
Schamber then recognized members of 
the LDHS Key Club and talked about 
how their year had gone. The ceremo-
ny concluded with Biesiot thanking ev-
eryone for coming and congratulating 
all the students once more.

Students Earn Recognition and Academic Awards
By Grace Jacobs

Every year in the spring the National Honor Society recruits new members 
(into its clutches). Members must have a GPA of at least 3.5, complete 20 service 
learning hours, and show qualities of scholarship, service, leadership, and char-
acter. Potential new members have to fill out an application as well as write an 
essay. Their applications are then reviewed by Mrs. Betty Campbell and a pan-
el of school board members. Once approved, the NHS applicants are inducted.

The National Honor Society Induction Ceremony took place April 25, 2016. 
The ceremony is where Mrs. Campbell and already existing members wel-
comed Grace Campbell, Isabel Fredericksen, Carolyn Groeger, Mara Jacobs, 
Dylin Johnson, Lily Keehn, Gracie Kosters, McKayla Norton, Katie Tieman, 
Brigham Williams as National Honor Society inductees. Along with celebrat-
ing the new members, the senior members were also recognized. Cameron En-
right recognized all the seniors by saying some of their favorite and least favor-
ite things, what their futures entailed, and what their favorite memory of LDHS 
was. Jade Derby, Rachel Eggers, Cameron Enright, Joey Fox, Melinda Grass, Ev-
elyn Groeger, Grace Jacobs, Maddisen Larsen, Jaedyn Mehlberg, Hannah Rog-
ers, Wade Shoop, Jarod Skvicalo, and Thomas Sperlin were the NHS seniors. 
While not recognized at the ceremony, the junior members consist of Sydney 
Auld, Colt Bradley, Allison Specht, Ashlyn Hemmah, Brett Mattson, Caleb Per-
cy, Natalie Pinske, Alexis Simpson, and Brianna Tish. 

Another part of the ceremony involved the announcement of the new NHS 
council members. Hannah Rogers, who was the president, gave her position over 
to Taylor Beagle. Cameron Enright, vice president, handed over his role to Alli-
son Specht. Ashlyn Hemmah took over Thomas Sperlin’s duty as treasurer while 
Carolyn Groeger stepped up into Jade Derby’s role as secretary. Brett Mattson 
then turned over his job as historian to Gracie Kosters. 

By Grace Jacobs
NHS Holds Induction Ceremony

A man of lies, yet he can make you smile,

With dark features, and such artistic style

A therapist so manipulative 

Hunting is a hobby, so creative

Bears of black, white, brown; 

any he can seize

Furs, claws, and heads of one type of species

Stare from the wall in his office of work

Zander Zeno’s patients all go berserk 

Corrupted brains they all sadly possess 

An appointment with Zander, what a mess

He fills their brains with talk of the unknown

A universe beyond the earth is home

Zander Zeno depraves all his patients

To believe in these, said to be ancient

Zander Zeno can convince anyone

And to not, is easier said than done

Breaking people inside and out, for good

With a unique degree like his, he should

Put a good effect on those who need it

Rather than break them, 

he can’t and won’t quit.

By Hanah Cerkoney
Zander Zeno- Therapist
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The senior experience is something 
that every senior here at LDHS must 
do in order to graduate high school. 
It is a project that helps student pre-
pare for the long road ahead of them, 
whether a student is going to college 
or right into the work force, this proj-
ect gives us seniors a mere glimpse into 
our futures. However, the seniors here 
in Lead-Deadwood are split between 
those who think that the senior proj-
ect is good for the students, or that is 
a bad thing.  

I interviewed some seniors and 
asked each of them, “What did you 
think of the senior experience?”

Rachel Eggers: “I think that it was 
a great learning experience and it has 
a large learning curve that all stu-
dents will be able to use in their future 
whether it be in collage, the workforce, 
or the armed forces. The senior experi-
ence taught me many things that I will 
be using in my future and has shown 
me that I am heading in the right direc-
tion for my future career.” 

Neil Mattson: “Hated it, I feel as 
if students are obligated to do much 
more than they are actually able to. 
It just makes their senior year much 
more stressful. I would say that it is 
good for about 20% of the kids that ac-
tually need it and not good for the oth-
er 80%.”

Jared Skvicalo: “It was a lot differ-
ent than I thought it would be. It was 
not as stressful as I necessarily thought 
it would be, but there were things that 
we constantly had to do. So overall it 
wasn’t terrible, there were parts that I 
thought were less enjoyable than oth-
ers but it was nothing I couldn’t deal 
with. Overall, it was tedious but not 
overwhelmed. ” 

Colton Hanson: “I feel like it’s more 
work than it should have been and it 
was very rigorous.  But when I finished 
it was like the world was lifted off of 
my shoulders. Overall, I’m over it.”

Andrew Lawver: “I didn’t really 
enjoy it. It could have been a lot hard-
er than it was and overall I think that it 

should be more challenging.”
Isabella Jones: “I actually learned a 

lot about my topic! It was definitely in-
teresting and it made me realize foren-
sics is something I could get into. Over-
all, super peppy!”

So as you can see we are most defi-
nitely split between opinions on the se-
nior experience. The fact is that the se-
nior experience does help the students 
with their futures. 

However, if I had to add my own 
opinion; I would say that the senior 
experience is something that helps the 
students discover themselves and what 
they want to do in the near future. 
Whether it would be something a per-
son did to find out if they would like 
to pursue a career in their topic, of if 
an individual did something to discover 
a new hobby, the projects allows that 
student to decide on what they want to 
do after graduation. 

So overall, the senior experience 
was a wake-up call to me and other 
students graduating from LDHS.

Seniors Express Positive and Negative View Points 
By Sebastian Staeckeler

Evelyn Groeger explains her book, “Don’t Change Me.” Alex Cottrill discusses his senior experience.

AJ Lawver shows his product to the judges.
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The LDHS band and choir attended large 
group contest, which was at Rapid City Central 
High School. The busses left at 9:30 am on April 
28, 2016 for the choir to warm up in time for their 
performance at 11 am. The choir performed two 
songs and got superior ratings on both. “Dreams 
of Thee” was composed by Eric Barnum while 
“Come in the Speaking Silence of a Dream” was 
composed by Greg Gilpen and both songs fit per-
fectly into Mr. Peterson’s vision of the vocal beau-
ty of the choir. Peterson selected these pieces with 
the intention to create an atmosphere of beau-
ty, more specifically the beauty of sound. He also 
used the pieces as tools for teaching the choir how 
to elongate vowels, to phrase properly, and to un-
derstand the importance of having the correct air 
support. Peterson said he had never felt so calm 
before a contest and was very pleased with the 
ratings and overall experience of contest. 

Mr. Dragoo directed three songs for the band, 
which received a superior rating and two excellent 
ratings. “Excelsior,” which was composed by Karl 
L. King and arranged by Gene Milford, was the 
faster paced song performed. “Air for Band” was 
composed Frank Erickson and allowed the band 
to show tone quality and blend. The last song per-
formed was “Intrepid Journey,” which was com-
posed Robert Sheldon, showed the band’s ability 
to handle different tempos, rhythms, and styles of 
music. Dragoo said that everyone did awesome at 
contest. He also mentioned that this year’s band 
has been one of the better bands since he has 
been back. 

Choir and Band Excel with Superior and Excellent Ratings
By Grace Jacobs
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Hanah CerkoneyAmiracle BrungardtKayle ArsagaReilly Andresen

Katelynn CovellAlexander Cottrill Skye CollinsXarijana Clark

Rachel EggersGabriel Dryden Jade DerbyShari Croft
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Melinda GrassMiranda GallagherJoseph FoxCameron Enright

Colton HansonWillow Hansen Sydnee HamannEvelyn Groeger

Isabella JonesGrace JacobsRyan HubbardKatharine Hoyt

Reece  Knabel Alexis Kohler Connor  Kuhl Eric Kukuk
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Willie Marquez Jr. Killian LuzeAndrew LawverMaddisen Larsen

Lillie NiemeyerColt  NelsonJaedyn MehlbergNeil Mattson

Ashley SandidgeHannah  RogersZacharia PearsonBailey Norton

Linsey Sandidge Wade Shoop Jarod Skvicalo Kristina Sneath
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Mikayla St. PierreThomas Sperlin

Class of 2016
Class Motto:

“As long as your reasons for doing
what you do never change, you’ll never

have to explain yourself to anyone”

Class Song:
“Good Riddance”
by Green Day

Class Presenter:
Mrs. Laurie Rogers

Commencement Address: 
Mr. Gary Linn

Sebastian Staeckeler Taylor Statler Jaxon Strickland

Cassidy Taborski Kassandra Tarango

Justine Voigt Jordan Wetz



Royal Court 
Back Row: Miranda Gallagher and Joey Fox
Fourth Row: Jade Derby and Colton Hanson
Third Row: Queen Maddisen Larsen and King Sebastian Staeckeler
Second Row: JJ Voigt and Jarod Skvicalo
Front Row: Ashley Sandidge and Thomas Sperlin



Maddisen Larsen and 
Sebastian Staeckeler 
were crowned queen 
and king after Grand 
March at the Home-
stake Opera House 
April 23.

JJ Voigt and Allison 
Specht struggle to 
put a Prom King sash 
on Sebastian Staeck-
eler but the sash 
proved too difficult.



Prom advisor Mr. Gary Linn thanks the junior Prom Committee members for their hard work. From L-R: 
Mr. Linn, Dillon Burns, Max Nelson, Christian Casias, Brett Mattson, Kanicee Gilmore-Bears, Madison An-
dersen, Miranda Luze, Delaney Voigt, Sydney Auld, Allison Specht, and Caleb Percy.

Oh what a time to dance the night away! Many can 
conclude that prom is one of the biggest and most excit-
ing events of the year. For the ladies, prom takes more 
preparation than a dinner for an army! But for the guys 
their prep doesn’t include most of the things that the 
ladies have to do. 

The prom theme was “The Great Gatsby” and if 
one didn’t already know, it is more of a 1920’s theme. 
“Everyone looked great at the event especially King 
Sebastian Staeckeler and Queen Maddie Larsen!” said 
Leeara Porter, who attended prom. What’s great about 
prom is, for the people who don’t like to ‘bust a move,’ 
there is food and drinks for everyone to just hang out 
and appreciate how great everyone looks!

Following prom was post prom. Post prom consist-
ed of Black Jack, giant inflatables, giant tricycles, baggo, 
wiffle ball shooting, food, and some really great priz-
es such as; TVs, gift cards, fridges, and much more! Fi-
nally after post prom had come to an end everyone fin-
ished off the night eating breakfast at the CMC and then 
headed home to get some rest.

Great Time at the “Great Gatsby”
By Allison Engel
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Baseball, Golf, and Track Wind up Seasons

Calm, cool and collected 
Colt Bradley is ready for 
the ball.

Gracie 
Kosters keeps 
her eye on 
the ball.

Bailey Nor-
ton clears the 
pole.
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The Buffalo Chip in Sturgis helped Ryan Jones rebuild a mo-
torcycle. First, the Buffalo Chip got two motorcycles for Jones to 
use. Jones used two kinds of bikes; an Indian Chief Classic and 
a Victory Cross country. The first step was to tear them apart to 
frame, wheels and handle bars. Jones and the two guys from the 
Buffalo Chip installed two cams on the Indian motorcycle. Af-
ter that the guys and Jones tore both bikes completely apart and 
got brand new pieces for the bikes. The bikes got new materials 
such as fenders, gas tank cover, and they tore down the seat. To 
fix the seat they cut it up and reupholstered the seat. All the parts 

they used came from Shop from Dirty Bird Concept. After that 
they made a mold of the bags to fit the back of the bikes and then 
they sanded and prepped all their parts. After sanding and prep-
ping all the parts the guys and Jones sent them off to get painted 
at a paint shop. While the parts were getting painted Jones and 
the guys worked on the electrical on the bike such as headlights, 
blinkers, audio, and sound system. Once the guys and Jones got 
all the parts back and got the electrical done they finally put the 
bike back together. Jones and the Buffalo Chip guys made two 
rebuilt bikes for this project and they were successful.

By Jaci Petsch
Buffalo Chip Employees Help Ryan Jones Remake Bike

 June 7, 1958, the day an icon was born. In Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
a man who would come to revolutionize the music industry and the persona 
of a rock star was born. He would go on to become known as Prince, and his 
extravagant brand of funky rock and roll coupled with his indelible work eth-
ic would go on to transform the music industry and make him one of the best 
selling artists of all time. 

 At the tender age of 18, Prince Rogers Nelson struck his first record 
deal with Warner Bros. Records. In 1978, his debut album For You was re-
leased, beginning his legacy of masterful blending of pop, funk, R&B, and rock 
and roll. His second album, Prince, went platinum and his success was contin-
ued with his next three albums. In 1984, he formed his band The Revolution 
and released perhaps the most well known album of his career, Purple Rain. 
The album went on to serve as the soundtrack to a film of the same name, for 
which Prince won an Academy Award. Following the disbanding of The Rev-
olution in 1986, Prince released four albums as a solo artist, playing all instru-
ments and taking on production responsibilities as well.

 In 1993, following a legal battle with Warner Bros. Records, Prince 
abandoned his stage name of Prince and began releasing albums under a sym-
bol known as the “Love Symbol.” Between 1994 and 1996, Prince released 
five albums under his new persona. In 1998, Prince signed with Arista Records 
and began releasing albums under the name Prince once again. From 2000 to 
2015, Prince released 16 albums, including one album with his newest band, 
3rdeyegirl, a trio comprised of three of the best young female musicians in the 
music industry. 

 Tragically, on April 21, 2016, Prince died at his Paisley Park record-
ing complex in Chanhassen, Minnesota. Following a brief stint in the hospital 
for dehydration as a result of influenza just days before his death, Prince re-
turned to his home at Paisley Park and was reported attending several events 
around the Minneapolis area, including a dance party at his studio. However, 
on the morning of April 21, Prince was found in an elevator at his recording 
complex, unresponsive and unconscious. After 19 minutes of CPR, emergency 
responders pronounced Prince dead at age 57. 

 The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines the word icon as a person 
who is very successful and admired. No better word could be used to describe 
the impact, life, and legacy of Prince Rogers Nelson. Not only did his unique 
style of funky rock and roll come to define the sound of an era, but Prince also 
came to redefine the meaning of the term rock star. A notoriously hard work-
er, a man who by all accounts was never involved with drugs or other ste-
reotypical vices, who donated thousands to education and the creation of op-
portunity, Prince was undoubtedly an icon, one who was taken far too soon. 
In the days following his death, Minneapolis bathed all of its most important 
structures and monuments in the vibrant purple color that became synonymous 
with Prince in mourning for its native son. Indeed, the world will mourn the 
death of Prince, the supreme talent and exemplary human being, for years to 
come. 

By Jarod Skvicalo
No More Purple Rain -An Icon Dies

Dr. Timothy Woods of NSU invites Griffen 
Mackey to join the NSU Chamber Choir for 
the Honor Choir version of the “Crucifixion,” 
by Adolphus Hailstork.

Alumnus Eli Corbett returns to LDHS while 
on tour with the Northern State University 
Chamber Singers.
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Homecoming 2016

Queen Alexis Simpson & King Kristian Hanna
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The views in the LDHS Nugget are not 
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Since the beginning of organized education, one of the principle goals of academia has been to challenge a student’s 
preconceived notions of the world and to present new, and perhaps even shocking, points of view that may differ from 
those of the student. However, in recent years there has been an overwhelming push among college students to reject 
these ideas. This push has led to the creation of so-called “safe spaces” on college campuses nationwide. For those who 
are not aware, safe spaces are areas of the campus in which all ideas or discussions that may be considered offensive or 
somehow disagreeable are banned. This would necessarily include discussions concerning race, politics, religion, or any 
other highly debatable topics. This push has also led to many colleges and universities making “trigger warnings” manda-
tory, essentially forcing professors to warn students when they are about to experience any material that may be disturb-
ing, controversial, offensive or in any way less than ideal. Some will argue that the creation of these safe spaces and the 
use of trigger warnings has created a safer, more learning conducive environment. Others will argue that safe spaces and 
trigger warnings only serve to limit the intellectual capacity of colleges and universities and create adults who are unable to 
effectively deal with challenging concepts or foreign ideas. The University of Chicago would seem to agree with the latter. 

 In a letter sent to all incoming students, University Dean of Students John Ellison states that the university “Does 
not support so-called ‘trigger warnings,’ and does not condone the creation of intellectual ‘safe spaces’ where individ-
uals can retreat from ideas and perspectives at odds with their own.” This letter, to no one’s surprise, was greeted with 
mixed emotion. Some, like Washington Post writer Valerie Strauss, argue that safe spaces are necessary due to the in-
creasing diversity seen on modern college campuses, exposing students to “voices that none of us got to hear.” However, 
Ms. Strauss’ argument is basically flawed. Diversity has long been celebrated for presenting new ideas, perspectives and 
world views which create a greater appreciation for the world and the foreign ideas and cultures that lie within. This is 
especially true within the context of education, particularly college education. Diversity is a key factor to any successful 
college, as the collision of world views and cultures can teach things no textbook can. However, what is the point of di-
versity if the new ideas being offered by it are being ignored and nullified by safe spaces? What is the point of advocat-
ing for the meeting of all different cultures if students insist on rejecting foreign ideas by way of safe spaces? Indeed, safe 
spaces are damaging to the intellectual atmosphere of college campuses nationwide, but they are even more dangerous 
than that. Students who not only advocate but demand safe spaces are not only hindering their own intellectual capaci-

The University of Chicago Says “No” to Safe Spaces
By Jarod Skvicalo, guest writer

ty, they are damaging the very ideas that drive the world forward. The 
people who demand safe spaces be established on college campuses are 
the same people who will forage into the world as businessmen, doc-
tors, and scientists with a crippling fear of new, challenging and foreign 
ideas. Therefore, it is the responsibility of every student to view chal-
lenging ideas, foreign perspectives, and debatable rhetoric as not only an 
opportunity to change the way society views itself, but as fuel to create 
new ideas, to challenge the status quo, and to drive the world forward. 

September Students of the Month
Right: Senior Mad-
die Andersen. Mad-
die plans to attend 
college for nurs-
ing or something 
else that has to deal 
with medicine. Far 
Right: Senior Colt 
Bradley. Bradley 
is planning on at-
tending BHSU for 
two years and then 
SDSU for two years 
to achieve a natural 
resource law en-
forcement degree.
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Art Club is a club where students can ex-
press their love for art. Students can make their 
own drawings, paintings, sketches, and pottery. 
Any student can join art club. In previous years, 
art club has done many different projects. One 
of the projects the art club has done is paint-
ed the new mural in the back of the school. 
The Art Club is also usually in charge of do-
ing the art work in all the plays throughout the 
year performed by the drama club. When asked 
about up upcoming projects Mr. Burgoyne said, 
“The art club wants to paint some murals in the 
art room, in a few weeks we will be doing the 
annual face painting for homecoming, and we 
have also started to glaze and paint bowls for 
the charity event at the Deadwood Social club 
for people or families in need. The Art club is 
going to try and attend the art competition held 
at the Civic Center, it is basically an art gal-
lery that is shown off while the state basketball 
tournament is going on.” 

Another question asked was, why do you 
enjoy art club so much? His response was, “I 
am able to the spread the awareness of arts that 
is outside of the classroom. This is a chance to 
do things with art for the community.” The art 
club has many things planned for the school 
year to come. 

By McKayla Norton

By Allison Engel

Art Club Plans Activities

Key Club Support Various Projects

Drama Club To Perform Everybody Loves Opal
By Olivia Rogers

Kaeler Quenzer and Bailey Trevino during 
play practice for “Everybody Loves Opal.”

“Everybody Loves Opal,” a comedy about a woman, Opal Kronkie, 
who is a middle-aged recluse who lives in a dump by John Patrick, will 
be performed by the drama club on November 10 and 11. Opal always 
responds to situations in the kindest of manner and is very optimistic. 
The story circles around what happens when two con artists running 
from the law hide out in the dump. If one would like to know the rest 
of the story, go to the play! 

The auditions were held Sept. 28 & 29 by director Barb Fosheim. 
Making it through the auditions and finding a place on the cast are  Kael-
er Quenzer as Opal Kronkie, Baylie Trevino as Gloria Gulock, Phillip 
Madsen as Bradford Winter, Will Pearson as Solomon Bozo, Brianna 
Pheiffer Munoz as the Doctor, and one character, Officer Jankie, is to 
be assumed. 

Fosheim discussed the upcoming play, she said, “I think it will be 
lots of fun, the kids thought it was pretty funny while trying to read from 
the script during practice. I think the play sends out a good message as 
well, wouldn’t it be nice if everyone was like Opal?” She continued say-
ing “I mean she isn’t always treated very nice and always manages to 
only see the good in people.”

Oliver Burgoyne, assistant director, will be helping with the play 
by designing the set. Burgoyne and his tech crew, consisting of Megan 
Snow and Rose Losey, will work on the set and props.

Fosheim says she is looking forward to the play and they are hop-
ing for a good crowd.

The LDHS Key Club is back at it! The Key Club works hard ev-
ery year to raise money for different causes around the community, and 
around the world! Key Club president, Taylor Beagle, will be leading 
the Key Clubbers in the right direction for success on new and annual 
projects, with the help of Vice President Kanicee Gilmore-Bears, Sec-
retary Grace Campbell, and Treasurer Mara Jacobs.

Every year in the Key Club, there is an international major empha-
sis project. The 2016-2017 Major Emphasis project is the “Thirst Proj-
ect.” The Thirst Project originated through a company started by a group 
of seven 19 year-olds who just wanted to make a difference. This proj-
ect raises money to insert wells throughout the nation of Swaziland. 
The goal of the project is to have wells inserted throughout the nation 
of Swaziland by the year 2022. Thirst is the number one global killer 
of children.

If one is interested in giving a helping hand to the Key Club, con-
tact any Key Club member and get pointed in the right direction to get 
started up.

Kaeler Quenzer and 
Bailey Trevino go 
over their lines for 
their scene.
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There have been a few new additions to the 
teaching staff at the Lead-Deadwood High School. 
Seeing as these educators want to influence stu-
dent’s lives as positively as they can and they want 
the best for them, it would be a good idea to get to 
know the people who are helping shape the futures 
of students and see if they have any advice to give. 

Mrs. Ellen Voegeli and Mr. Tim Hansen were 
asked where they have taught before. Voegeli said, 
“I taught for a year and a half at the Sturgis Wil-
liams Middle School in the 8th grade.” Hansen said, 
“I have taught in quite a few school districts! Includ-
ing McLaughlin, Hill City, Sisseton, Tea Area, and 
Harrisburg. The new teachers have several hobbies. 
Hansen said, “I enjoy reading, playing golf, being 
outdoors, hiking, or walking on the Mickelson Trail. 
I am looking forward to skiing with my wife and 
our two children. Voegeli said, “My hobbies include 
hiking, snowboarding, reading, traveling, and spend-
ing time with my family and my cats!” Voegeli and 
Hansen were asked where they grew up. Voege-
li said “I grew up in Bowdle, South Dakota.” Han-
sen said, “I was born in Hartley, Iowa, but have 
lived most of my life in Southeastern South Dakota. 
I graduated from Bon Homme High School (Tyn-
dall, Tabor, and Spring-Field SD) What is a favor-
ite thing about being a teacher and what they think 

is the most rewarding thing about being a teacher? 
Voegeli said, “My favorite thing about being a teach-
er is getting to interact with so many young adults. 
They’re so clever and hilarious! It’s rewarding to 
see the growth that students make throughout the 
school year. It’s also fun to see students excel in ex-
tra-curricular activities and the enjoyment they get 
out of them.” Hansen said, “My favorite thing about 
being a teacher is having a career that doesn’t feel 
like a j-o-b. I love being able to work with young 
people in the classroom and on the Fields of com-
petition. I believe that a teacher can have a tremen-
dous positive impact in helping students grow as in-
dividuals. The most rewarding thing about being a 
teacher is when you see students find ways to over-
come pre-conceived barriers and limitations. When 
you hear students who too often say ‘I can’t” start 
to say ‘I can’ is about as good as it gets!”

The final question Hansen and Voegeli were 
asked was how long they’ve been teaching. Voege-
li said, “I have been teaching for about a year and a 
half. I started right out of college in December 2014.” 
Hansen said, “I have been involved in teaching and 
education for 22 years.”

 Voegeli and Hansen show that they have a 
strong passion for teaching and helping their stu-
dents. 

Voegeli and Hansen Join the LDHS Teaching Staff
By Shelbee Hopkins

Surely one has seen 
at least one of the many 
posters all over the school 
that read, “Got Grit?” But 
has one really stopped to 
think about it? It’s hard to 
if one doesn’t know what 
it means. Grit, means: 
strength of character and 
ability to resolve and over-
come issues, these posters 
are hung up on almost ev-
ery open wall one sees. 
So why is this? Principal 
Tony Biesiot, the one be-
hind it all, was questioned 
about what it all stands for. 

In response to “What 
does it mean to you?” 

His answer was, “Grit is 
to overcome hard times, 
knuckling down and not 
giving up when things get 
hard.” 

Biesiot was asked why 
he thought it was some-
thing that the students 
should be asking them-
selves. “Students will be 
faced with hard situations 
now and when we leave 
this building, it important 
to know how to face ad-
versity and persevere in 
life after high school”, he 
stated. 

He was also asked 
how students can apply 

it to their daily lives to 
help achieve their goals 
and become better peo-
ple academically and off 
school grounds.  He said, 
“The best way is to prac-
tice it, practice having grit. 
Whether that be in home-
work, or a breakup, facing 
something tough and still 
showing up ready to work 
and be a great student.”

He was questioned 
about how he applies it 
to his life, he said, it’s an 
everyday thing for him. 
“When I wake up, or 
when I have a challenging 
day ahead, when I’m tired 

and trying to balance home 
and work. I use grit.” 

After speaking with 
Biesiot, it was noted that it 
is important to know your 
limits and not to stress 
oneself out, but sometimes 
its okay to push ones lim-
its a little bit and challenge 
oneself, and push through 
the tough times. 

High school should be 
a fun learning experience, 
and its’ hard if one doesn’t 
ever step outside of one’s 
comfort zone a little bit! 
Allow Biesiot’s words to 
open up the mind, and ask 
oneself: Got Grit?”

Biesiot Reveals the meaning behind the Got Grit Posters
By Olivia Rogers

Mr. Tim Hansen joins 
the high school staff.

Mrs. Ellen Voegeli 
likes working at LDHS.
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New Improved iPhone Released

New technology 
is here! Many are so 
excited about the new 
Apple phone that was 
released. The iPhone 
7 is the newest iPhone 
on the market with 
many features that 
people love. Some fea-
tures that are includ-
ed with the iPhone 7 
are the screen display 
1334-by-750- pixel 
resolution at 326 ppi 
1400:1 contrast ratio. 
The iPhone 7 plus has 
a display of 1920-by- 
1080-pixel resolu-
tion at 401 ppi 1300:1 
contrast ratio (typi-
cal). Both the plus and 
regular have a multi-
touch display with 
IPS technology with 
a LED backlit wide-

screen. Both models 
have a P3 wide col-
or display, 625 cd/m2 
max brightness, du-
al-domain pixels for 
wide viewing angles, 
fingerprint-resistant 
olephobic coating, 
support for display 
of multiple languag-
es and characters si-
multaneously, display 
zoom, and reachabil-
ity. Also one of the 
best. Features that 
this iPhone has is that 
it is water  and dust 
resistant. The camera 
on the new iPhone is 
one of the best. The 
camera has a six-el-
ement lens, live pho-
tos with simulation, 
photo geotagging, and 
many great features. 

The new iPhone pay 
allows one to pay for 
things using Touch 
ID in stores, with-
in apps, and on the 
web. Having this fea-
ture makes it easier 
and more accessible 
to pay for things. The 
iPhone 7 has a better 
speaker system which 
projects more music 
than ever before. This 
new phone has a bet-
ter battery that lasts 
at least 2 hour longer 
than any other iPhone 
before. The ear buds 
for this phone are ear 
pods with lightning 
connectors. Everyone 
should checkout the 
newest iPhone 7.

By Jaci Petsch

Juniors Discuss Post Prom

On Sept. 8 the 
LDHS Junior Class 
had a meeting about 
post prom. Mrs. Mi-
chelle Williams talk-
ed to the juniors about 
how much money 
needs to be raised for 
post prom. The ju-
niors need to raise 

$6,000 to $10,000. 
The Junior Class will 
be washing cars and 
pumping gas to raise 
money. 

Some of the mon-
ey will be for senior 
day that will be tak-
ing place in May of 
2018.  

 Trending Hair Colors
There are so 

many different new 
hair color trends 
these days. Here are 
some that one can 
use to look fresh this 
fall. The founder and 
CEO of Color Proof 
Evolved Color Care, 
says that anyone can 
start a new hair trend. 
Whether it’s a celeb-
rity or a model on the 
runway or a normal 
everyday person on 
the street.

The color “Com-
ing Up Roses” has a 
variation of different 
tones that will defi-
nitely carry over into 
the new year. Ian Mi-
chael Black, Aveda 
global artistic direc-
tor of hair color said 
“This is a good way of 
giving a new spin on 
blond hair. While not 
taking it too dark this 
is the perfect way to 
give it more interest-
ing tones.” The col-
or “Silver Lining” is 
a new metallic phe-
nomenon. Now it has 
been blended with 
cool tones and warm 
finishes and pastel in-
fluences. Robb Dubre, 

Kenra professional se-
nior artistic director 
says, that with the sil-
ver tone changing over 
the years it’s not like 
the traditional ‘gran-
ny hair’.Then theirs 
“Purple State” pas-
tel continues to grow 
within hair color, 
from all-over applica-
tions to metallic fin-
ishes. This works on 
hair with multitude of 
tones.  Robb Du-
bre says that candy-
colored hair doesn’t 
have to look over the 
top. The bigger dif-
ference between your 
hair color and skin 
tone, the more dra-
matic one’s look will 
appear. Last but not 
least there is the col-
or “Blue Lagoon” a 
way to find the most 
complementary shade 
for one’s skin tone is 
to search for images 
of hair color. Anoth-
er way is to schedule 
a consultation with 
your colorist. Profes-
sional opinions can be 
an eye-opening expe-
rience. Story infor-
mation is from “The 
Fashion Spot”.

By Zach Murray

By Shanda Madsen

The Samsung Galaxy S7 edge is an extraordinary phone! Some fea-
tures are; it is waterproof, has a SD card so you don’t have to delete 
photos if you don’t want to. It also it has a wireless phone charger. It 
goes from 0-100% in no time. The Galaxy S7 and S7 edge are pow-
ered by the latest android Marshmallow OS. That means that the bat-
tery doesn’t drain from the apps you don’t use. You can also use your 
phone for Samsung Pay, which was the first mobile pay and you can use 
it anywhere you go. 

The Galaxy S7 Edge has a gorgeous larger curved screen and larger 
battery, otherwise it’s identical to the standard S7. The extra navigation 
tools can be useful when used judiciously.

 The Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge is the phone you should buy right 
now: This one. What catapults the Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge to such 
heights? Is it the excellent camera, the beast of a battery, the expand-
able storage or the seductive design that’s worth more than the sum of its 
parts? Yes, and more. This phone kicks the already-fantastic (just slight-
ly smaller) Galaxy S7 up a notch with a bigger battery and that wrap-
around design on both sides that never fails to draws customers deeper 
into whatever they’re viewing or doing. 

Samsung has put a lot of effort into making the secondary menu bar 
more useful: icons get bigger and there are more types of information you 
can show there, like a shortcut to your favorite apps and tasks. There’s 
a speed dial to your favorite contacts, an optional pane for sports scores 
and news headlines, even a tool to pull up the flashlight and ruler.

The Galaxy S7 & S7 Edge Are Samsung’s Best 
By Jared Aman
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The cheer squad is having a great 
year. The team is a little bit smaller com-
pared to last year but they still have a 
great team! 

The girls cheer for the boys every step 
of the way. Every cheerleader is confi-
dent that the team will have lots of fun 
traveling with the football team and add-
ing more cheers and stunts. The coach-
es have great confidence in the team they 
both know that the team will do great. 
This year will have some challenges but 
they look forward to the season. 

Go Diggers Go
By Amaya Aldrich

Cheerleaders cheer loud during homecoming.

Dance Competes 
By Shanda Madsen

“This dance season has been pretty 
good. We have four dances we compete 
with, hip-hop, jazz, kick, and pom. Our 
biggest accomplishment so far this year 
is really just our overall improvement,” 
said Katerina Marlow. 

Kaitlyn Meade, Kaitlynn Zellers, 
Ashtynn Gibson, Kiyah Austin, Mack-
enzie Wetz, Reagan Flores, Kateri-
na Marlow, and Josie DeLange are all 
team members. Flores and DeLange are 
both in home school and part of an elite 
dance studio in Rapid City.  The team 
has competed in Belle Fourche, Spear-
fish, Custer, Douglas, Lead-Deadwood, 
and Sturgis. In the Sturgis competition 
they got third, falling half a point be-
hind STM, who got second, and Spear-
fish took first. 

They left for the State Dance Com-
petition in Aberdeen on Thursday, Oct. 
20. At State they performed kick, pom, 
and Jazz. The Touch of Gold Dance 
Team were in 7th place overall. 

Marlow said that they have all been 
pushing themselves really hard to be the 
best they can be. When asked about the 
dance team Marlow continued saying 
that this is pretty much a fresh start for 
the dance team because they have a new 
coach this year, and every girl on the 
team is also new, it was pretty much a 
test year. They are pretty proud of how 
well it has gone so far.Lead Deadwood dance team dancing at competition.
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Hanna, Simpson Reign 
During Homecoming
By Allison Engel

Back Row L-R; Dillon Burns, Christian Casias, Colt Bradley, and Max 
Nelson. Middle Row L-R: Sydney Auld, Leeara Porter, Allison Specht, 
and Madison Andersen. Front Row L-R: Charlie Hess, Queen Alexis 
Simpson, King Kristian Hanna, and Weston Dahlstrom.

Back Row L-R: 
Joseph Ingham, 
Alana Young, 
Max Johnson, 
and Kiyah Aus-
tin. Front L-R: 
Freshman Queen 
Hannah Camp-
bell and Fresh-
man King Jordy 
Stulken.

L-R: Freshman Queen Hannah Campbell, Homecoming Queen Alexis 
Simpson, Homecoming King Kristian Hanna, and Freshman King Jordy 
Stulken.

During the annual Homecoming Corona-
tion ceremonies held Oct. 3 Kristian Hanna and 
Alexis Simpson were crowned 2016 Home-
coming King and Queen by Junior Class Pres-
ident Gracie Kosters and Vice President McK-
ayla Norton.

The senior candidates on the Royal Court 
were Madison Andersen, Sydney Auld, Lee-
ara Porter, Alexis Simpson, Allison Specht, Colt 
Bradley, Dillon Burns, Christian Casias, Kristian 
Hanna, and Max Nelson. The Royal Pages at-
tending the court were Charlie Hess and Weston 
Dahlstrom.

Principal Tony Biesiot and Mrs. Mary 
Schumacher were the emcees. They announced 
the senior parents and introduced the royal 
court.

Jordy Stulken and Hannah Campbell were 
crowned Freshman King and Queen. The Fresh-
man Royal Court included candidates: Kiyah 
Austin, Hannah Campbell, Alana Young, Joseph 
Ingham, Max Johnson, and Jordy Stulken. 

Colt Bradley, captain of the football team 
encouraged the crowd to come out and support 
the Homecoming Game, he also presented the 
football to Queen Alexis Simpson for her bless-
ing. The football cheerleaders led the audience 
in the in a cheer of the Loyalty Song before the 
Royal recessional. Refreshments were served in 
the lunch room to celebrate the evenings events.
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The theme of Homecoming of 2016-2017 was “Diggers 
Go Downtown.” Each day of the week had a designated 
dress-up day as well. 

On Monday the theme was Biker Day where, many stu-
dents dressed up as bikers and there was a good amount 
of participation. Students wore anything from black boots, 
leather jackets, bandanas, and even fake beards Many of 
the girls put on some dramatic makeup. On Tuesday, it was 
Deadweird Day where there were so many different cos-
tumes it was hard to keep track. Some students dressed as 
characters from the Adams Family, some dressed as fruit, 
and some dressed as ketchup and mustard. Wednesday was 
Class Color Day. Freshmen wore green, sophomores wore 

red, juniors wore blue, and seniors wore black. Thurs-
day was Cool Deadwood Nights day, the freshmen’s de-
cade was the 70’s. Many students wore different hippy at-
tire. The sophomore’s decade was the 50’s. Many students 
wore poodle skirts and rolled up jeans. The junior’s decade 
was the twenties. The girls dressed in flapper dresses and 
the boys dressed in suits. The seniors didn’t have a decade, 
however many of them dressed in togas because that is tra-
dition. The final dress up day for Homecoming was Spir-
it Day. This is almost everyone’s favorite dress up day be-
cause everyone gets to show their school spirit and wear 
the school colors. Students wore football jerseys, face paint, 
bandanas, and even tie dye shirts. 

Bikers, Lilo, Stitch and others appear during Homecoming Dress Up Days
By McKayla Norton

LDHS cheerleaders getting ready for the Homecoming Game. From 
back left: Kyra Mack, Alana Young, Ashtynn Gibson, Anni Pearson, 
Kiyah Austin. Front Left: Mackenzi Wetz, Kaitlynn Zellers, and Taja-
rah Jackson.

Warming up after some Ironman volleyball 
are Kristian Hanna, Leeara Porter and Caleb 
Percy.

Dr. Bree Oatman and the STEM students go-
ing all out on biker day. Kaylyn Taborski, 
Zoe Frauen, Oatman, and Zoe Keehn.

Juniors from left: Dylan Johnson, McKayla Norton, and Isabel Freder-
icksen supporting their class in their class color.
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Blake Mehlberg and Rebecca Groeger sport a biker look.

Dr. Bree Oatman dresses as a miner on Deadweird Day. Kaitlyn Meade and Kaitlynn Zellers.

Jonathan Ingham participates in Decade’s Day.

Mrs. Ellen Voegeli dressed up for Decade’s Day.
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Ever wonder what 
a Homecoming Parade 
would be like? The 
week of Homecoming 
is a week of fun and 
memories. For the pa-
rade each class has a 
float that they get to 
decorate themselves. 

Usually the 
floats are decorat-
ed the theme of each 
class each year. Stu-
dents use their cre-
ative minds to come 
up with ideas of how 
they could make their 
float the best. People 

vote on who has the 
best float and gets-
mentioned. Competi-
tion is strong during 
Homecoming for the 
kids to dress the best, 
have the best hall-
way, have the best 
float, and having the 
best time. Each class 
has a theme and color 
in the week of home-
coming that they use 
as a base to spark 
their creativity. The 
theme of Homecom-
ing  2016 was “Dig-
gers go downtown.” 

The senior’s rode in 
a little school bus 
through the parade. 
The seniors waved 
and laughed showing 
the fun time they were 
having as it’s their last 
homecoming. The ju-
niors used a trailer 
and had a theme of a 
“50’s Diner.” Juniors 
had a jukebox, junior 
sign, tables with fake 
milkshakes represent-
ing going to a diner in 
the 50’s era. Sopho-
mores had sort of the 
same theme as the ju-

niors. They decorat-
ed their trailer with 
a diner style as well. 
The Freshman theme 
was green, the same 
as their class color. 
The football and vol-
leyball players each 
had a float repre-
senting their athlet-
ics teams. All of the 
Homecoming Royalty 
were riding in jeeps in 
the parade. Both mid-
dle and high school 
bands were marching 
and playing through-
out the parade. Lit-

tle children in differ-
ent activities each had 
a float in the parade 
showing their school 
pride. Homecom-
ing is a week to cele-
brate school pride and 
to have fun. There are 
many events that oc-
cur during this week 
which gets everyone 
involved with each 
other. Many memo-
ries are made during 
this week. The pa-
rade is a lot of fun for 
everyone to be in or 
watch. 

Diggers Wave During The 2016 Homecoming Parade 
By Jaci Petsch

The parade marshals were Yat Long Arthur NG and Bea-
triz Campos Devesa.

Kristian Hanna and Alexis Simpson the Homecoming 
king and queen wave at their loyal subjects.

Kanicee Bears and Miranda Luze 
perform with the flag team.

The LDHS volleyball team float en-
joys riding in the parade.

Freshman King Jordy Stulken  and 
Queen Hannah Campbell.
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Shortly after the homecoming game, students flocked to the Lead 
Deadwood High School to end the night with a dance, many people 
brought that special someone, while others just went with friends to 
have a good time. The dance was held in gym 2 and most people were 
busy not only having fun at the dance, but also warming up after being 
out in the cold all afternoon watching the game. 

The dance was complete with flashing lights, music, and friends 
having a blast dancing and not worrying about anything but dancing and 
talking. Students were watched by a few teachers but there was nothing 
bad to report from the dance, all students had a great time listening to 
the music, warming up on the gym dance floor, and just having a good 
time being teenagers. 

Whether students spent their time sitting on the bleachers or danc-
ing to the music on the floor, students had a great time catching up with 
friends. Many talked about the homecoming game, the parade, and who 
they thought would win the float and hallway contest. Seniors talk-
ed about senior projects and laughed about graduating, but some were 
also sad because it finally hit several of them that this is their last high 
school homecoming game and dance for the rest of their lives. They 
talked about what their plans were for the upcoming three-day week-
end and students made plans to see each other and have a good time.

When the dance was over students drove or walked home, having 
had a great night at the dance. Friends gave rides to friends and others 
walked home alone or with friends, and overall the dance was a good 
way for students to party safely after homecoming without parents be-
ing worried about their children.

Diggers Dance the Night Away
By Natalie Pinske

Top Right: Homecoming king and Queen 
Simpson and Hanna make an appearance at 
half-time
Bottom Right: Prospector Pete at the big game
Top: Players kneel for an injured opponent
Bottom: Team members anxiously wait to be 
put into play. 
Photos By Natalie Pinske

Photos by Shanda Madsen and Natalie Pinske
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Over the past 
few years, the larg-
est species of apes in 
the world has experi-
enced a sharp decline 
in population. With 
only about 4,000 
more of these apes in 
the wild, Grauer’s go-
rillas are now on the 
brink of extinction. 
The Wildlife Con-
servation Society and 
Fauna and Flora In-
ternational has said 
that the population 
of these eastern low-
land gorillas has de-
clined by 77% since 

the 1990s.  Civil un-
rest throughout the 
past two decades in 
the Democratic Re-
public of Congo com-
bined with poaching 
have put the gorillas 
in a dangerous situ-
ation.

Grauer’s goril-
las reside in lowland 
tropical rainforests in 
the eastern part of the 
Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo. In 1995, 
there were about 
17,000 of these apes 
alive. Now, there are 
only about 3,800 left 

present day. The diet 
of these gorillas main-
ly consists of fruit and 
other plants. They can 
grow to weigh more 
than 440 pounds and 
5 and a half feet tall. 
Grauer’s gorillas can 
be differentiated from 
other gorillas by their 
large hands, short 
muzzle, and stocky 
body.

Just recently, the 
International Union 
for Conservation of 
Nature has announced 
that they’re official-
ly raising the status 

of threat of Grauer’s 
gorillas from ‘endan-
gered’ to ‘critically 
endangered’. ‘Criti-
cally endangered’ is 
the highest level of 
endangerment be-
fore extinction. This 
was announced at 
the organization’s 
World Conservation 
Congress in Hawaii. 
Much of the reason 
for their population 
decline can be cred-
ited to poaching by 
people in villages and 
mining camps that 
have been established 

around the area. Of-
ficials from the In-
ternational Union for 
Conservation of Na-
ture hope that this 
will bring attention 
to Grauer’s gorillas 
and bring awareness 
to their plight. The 
Wildlife Conservation 
Society is working to 
improve the conser-
vation status of Grau-
er’s gorillas and tak-
ing larger measures to 
try and establish a fu-
ture where this spe-
cies of gorilla is not 
extinct.

Worlds Largest Gorilla at Risk for Extinction
By Shelbee Hopkins

On Tuesday  
Sept. 6, over 240 
dogs decided to take 
a swim in the Spear-
fish pool for a fund-
raiser. 

All of the mon-
ey earned from the 
event goes towards 
the Western Hills 
Humane Society lo-
cated in Spearfish 
over by Wal-Mart. 

The dogs came 
from all over and the 
owners were not re-
quired to pay but do-
nations were made 
and the humane so-
ciety raised about 
2,016 dollars. 

Many dog own-
ers in the area come 
back every year to let 

their dogs swim in the 
pools and to let them 
experience socializ-
ing with, in this case, 
hundreds of other 
dogs and people. The 
dogs get along great 
and always have a 
fun time!

The event last-
ed for two hours in 
total, and was defi-
nitely a success. This 
event is considered 
by many pet owners 
and animal lovers as 
one of the most im-
portant events of the 
year. Many people 
anticipate this fun-
draiser because not 
only does this charity 
event donate money 
to the spearfish hu-

mane society, but it 
also gives local dogs 
and owners a chance 
to get outside for the 
remainder of summer 
and have a fun pool 
day. 

Overall, this, in 
many people’s opin-
ions, is the biggest 
event for dog lovers 
of the year. All dogs 
are welcome. 

Dogs of any 
breed, dogs of any 
color or size, all are 
welcome to partic-
ipate in the fun of 
summer and all are 
welcome to join the 
Spearfish recreation 
center in supporting 
local pets and shel-
ters.

Annual Animal Shelter Fundraiser 
Raises $2,016 Dollars
By Natalie Pinske

By Natalie Pinske
The LDHS National Honor Society has in-

troduced several new members, led by Mrs. 
Campbell. National Honor Society plays a huge 
part in the community. Each NHS member has 
to obtain a GPA of 3.5 or higher, and each must 
complete and turn in 20 community service 
hours in addition to the hours they need to turn 
in to the school. All new members are juniors 
and had to go through orientation at the end of 
the previous school year.

These students earn their community ser-
vice hours by volunteering at the animal shel-
ter, doing plays at the Opera House, volunteer-
ing for nonprofit organizations, and many other 
ways. These students also have the chance to 
earn volunteer hours by participating in the 
NHS bake sales, concession stands, and other 
means of volunteering for the National Hon-
or Society. 

Another benefit to this organization is that 
the students in NHS have more chances of get-
ting certain scholarships. The main one is the 
National Honor Society scholarship, which has 
granted over 13 million dollars in scholarships 
since 1946 and continues to give scholarships 
to deserving NHS members. Overall, the Lead-
Deadwood National Honor Society is looking 
forward to a bright year!

NHS Starts New Year
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The volleyball team is now entering the post season and Carolyn 
Groeger, the varsity captain, was recently interviewed. She was asked 
about the season and how it was going. “So far the season has been 
rough but the team has improved a lot from the beginning of the season 
and that we are all learning how to play better together.” Groeger re-
plied. Groeger also said that they needed to work on their communica-
tion. She then went on talking about the team’s best game. She said that 
their first home game against Hot Springs was so far the best game they 
have played. “The team played really well and we had good defense, ev-
erybody was talking and it was a fun game to play and watch” Groeger 
stated. Some of the teams goals this season is to get everyone to com-
municate all the time, knowing where to go on defense, and execution. 
Groeger herself wants to become a better defender, be better at pass-
ing and be more accurate with different shots for hitting. Afterwards she 
talked about how the game went against the undefeated Custer Wild-
cats. Groeger said “The first part of the game was rough. The first two 
sets we lost by quite a bit, the team wasn’t communicating well and our 
passing was really bad. The third set we started talking and our passes 
were good so our sets were good which led to us winning the third set. 
The last set was really good but they got us at the end.”  The girls are 
looking to finish strong in the post season.

Lady Digger’s Volleyball Season
By Zach Murray

Miranda Luze and Gracie Kosters go up for the block.

Introducing the starting line up for the Lady 
Diggers.

Nat Janssen is ready to serve the volleyball

Olivia Rogers sets the ball for one of her team 
mates.
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It’s that time of year again! Another year for the Lead-
Deadwood cross country team to compete. Many athletes are 
participating such as Mara Jacobs, Sydney Auld, Madeline 
Rogers, Trinity Brady, Pratt Williams, and Jaxon Larson. All 
of these individuals are in grades 9th-12th grade. 

Head coach Malde’s goals for this year are to see improve-
ment from each athlete individually and see growth from last 
year with the athletes who participated last year. Malde would 
also like to take three or more athletes to the state meet in Hu-
ron this year. 

So far this year the Lead Deadwood Cross Country team 
has competed in Newcastle, Sioux Falls, and Belle Fourche. 
They have had every athlete set a new personal record already 
which is a great start to the season. Malde would like them to 
keep reaching their personal goals and getting better. 

The middle school athletes who are participating in cross 
country this year are Rachel Janssen, Landon Williams, David 
Morris, Kayden Austin, James Pierce, Cameran Stoflet, Clarissa 
Heisnger, Tilli Katon, and Taylor Fierbach. The middle school 
athletes come with the high school athletes to the meets but 
participate in a different category. 

At the Newcastle meet, Rogers finished 1st and Jacobs fin-
ished 4th in the JV division for girls. In the boys’ varsity Brady 
placed 14th. For the boy’s JV division Pratt Williams placed 7th. 
The Sioux Falls meet the team went to Rogers finished 20th and 
Jacobs finished 46th in the girls’ junior varsity division. Brady 
placed 14th, Pratt Williams finished 119th, and Larson finished 
217th in the boys’ junior varsity division. The Belle Fourche 
meet Rogers finished 14th and Jacobs placed 33rd in the girls’ 
varsity division. In the boys’ varsity division Brady placed 38th 
and Pratt Williams finished 46th in the junior varsity division. 

At the state cross country meet Rogers placed 33rd in the 
girls division. Brady placed 93rd in the boys division. The Dig-
ger cross country team strives to keep meeting their goals and 
becoming better. 

Cross Country
By Jaci Petsch

Mara Jacobs runs to the finish line. Pratt Williams works hard and gives it his all.

Trinity Brady competes to win the gold.
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Boys Golf season of 2016-2017 was successful. The team partici-
pated in many golf meets and did very well. Senior Brett Mattson was 
asked what was it like to have a small team, he said, “I enjoyed hav-
ing a small team. I really felt a connection through my teammates. They 
made my senior year one to remember.” Mattson was also asked what 
tournaments he felt he did really well at, he said, “I played very well 
at the Black Hills Invite, Wind Invite, Spearfish Invite, Region Cham-
pionship, and the State Tournament.” Mattson also answered questions 
about preparing for state, “I treated the state meet like any other one. I 
told myself “Do what I do” and just play golf.” Mattson ended up plac-
ing 3rd at the state tournament. 

Kayden Varland was also asked a few questions about how the sea-
son went. He was asked how he prepared for the state golf meet, he stat-
ed “I prepared just by focusing on what I was trying to do. I set a goal 
for myself, and I just tried to pursue my goal.” Varland was also asked 
which tournaments he excelled at, his response was, “I excelled at both 
of our home tournaments and at state. I didn’t really play that well at 
any of the other tournaments.” Varland also liked the small team, he 
said, “I personally think it is always more fun to have a smaller team 
because you always have a better personal relationship with each per-
son and it just makes it more fun.” Varland ended up placing 13th at the 
state tournament. 

There were many highlights from the 2016-2017 season. In their 
opening tournament, the Sturgis invite, the team overall placed 7th. At 
the next meet, the Hot Springs Invitational, the team placed 3rd over-
all. The students representing the team are Payton Grodzin and Kayden 
Varland, freshmen; Maxx Percy, sophomore and Brett Mattson, senior. 
The head coach is Mr. Tim Hansen. Mattson and Varland were the only 
Diggers who made it to the state tournament.

By McKayla Norton

Boys Swing Through Season

Brett Mattson glances 
at the course to line 
up his putt.

Payton Grodzin se-
lects the best club to 
complete the shot.

Maxx Percy swings at the ball.

Kayden Varland sends the ball flying.

Brett Mattson gently putts the ball.
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Oct. 1, game day in Lead-Deadwood, and the LDHS Diggers match up 
against the Pine Ridge Thorpe’s for the Prospector Bowl. The Prospector 
Bowl takes place in Deadwood every year and it has been awhile since 
the Diggers have won it. The team decided things were going to change. 

The game started at 6:00 with Pine Ridge handing it to the Diggers. 
The Diggers would start the drive on their own thirty-yard line. It took 
the Diggers 17 plays to end their drive resulting in a thirty-yard touch-
down (TD) pass with a connection between quarterback (QB), Zach Mur-
ray, and wide receiver, John Jones. Pine Ridge was then looking to an-
swer with their own TD but came up short and turned the ball over to the 
Diggers. The Diggers ended up scoring twice more in the first half mak-
ing it a 20-0 ball game. 

The Thorps started with the ball and were looking to put numbers up 
on the board. They had turned over the ball and LDHS capitalized with 
another TD pass from Murray to Chris Lipp. On their next drive, Pine 
Ridge was able to finally score making in a 28-6, Lead-Deadwood. The 
Diggers ended up scoring again and causing a 32-6 game. The Thorps 
turned over the ball again and the Diggers were looking strong but ended 
up throwing a pick six and the Pine Ridge Thorps made the score 32-12. 
Lead-Deadwood was able to hang onto the ball for the rest of the game 
and run out the clock. Lead-Deadwood played well and it showed on the 
scoreboard. They played hard and were able to come out on top winning 
their first Prospector Bowl in several years. The Diggers were looking to 
end the year strong and host a playoff game at home.

Diggers Win Prospector Bowl
By Zach Murray

Zach Murray has a positive attitude during the 
Prospector Bowl.

Christian Casias kicks the ball for a field goal.

One of the most fun times of the school year for a student, is Homecom-
ing. Homecoming Day took place on Sept. 7. The previous days had con-
sisted of spirit filled dress up days. The game commenced at 6 p.m. It was a 
chilly night; the weather was about 40 degrees. The Diggers played the Red 
Cloud Crusaders. The first few minutes of game started off in favor of the 
Diggers. There were many Digger-fans in the crowd cheering on our team, 
as well as our cheerleaders, getting the crowd excited. At halftime the score 
stood at 18-12, Diggers winning. 

There was a halftime show performed by the marching band and flag 
team. They performed a medley of songs, and a flag routine, along with the 
traditional Brass Suicide routine, following that the Homecoming King, Kris-
tian Hanna and Queen, Alexis Simpson, rode through the field. 

Halftime ended and the game proceeded. The temperature dropped but 
the spirit was kept alive. The 4th Quarter ended with a score of 18-18 and the 
game was put into 2 minutes overtime. The crowd cheered for the Diggers 
as the score rose as did the energy in the stands. The final score ended at 
24-26, with a win for the Crusaders. Both teams played very well and it was 
an exciting game for everyone to watch. Zach Murray, the Quarter back for 
the Diggers said that it was a well fought game, “We had quite a few turn-
overs, and didn’t cause enough on the opposing side, and we didn’t run the 
clock in the 4th quarter like we should have. Therefore, it gave the Crusaders 
an opportunity to score again, but overall the team played really well. Just a 
few things to fix.” Murray said he is already excited to see how next year’s 
season will turn out.

Diggers Work Hard on Homecoming
By Olivia Rogers

The team huddles together to decide a play.

Diggers line up in their offense.
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On Friday Nov. 11, the student body had an assembly to honor veter-
ans. During the assembly the student body was able to FaceTime with a 
couple of Air Force members. It was an amazing experience to be able to 
see someone who went through basic training and specialized schooling 
talk about what they do. Augustine Ward (former LDHS student) and 
Maelene Beam FaceTime with students. It was amazing to be able to ask 
them questions about what they do and what they love to do in the Air 
Force. They talked about why they wanted to be a part of the military.

The reason Ward wanted to be in the military is because of her 
family. She said that her dad was in the military and her brother was in 
the military and that since she had that kind of influence in her life she 
wanted to do her part. Her senior year in high school she started talk-
ing to recruiters. After high school she went into basic training after ba-
sic training she went to California to learn the language of Farsi-Persian 
that she would use later in the service. 

The other military member who spoke to the school was Beam. She 
said that the reason she wanted to go into the military was for her fam-
ily. She’s the oldest child in her family and she wanted to be an inspi-
ration to her younger siblings.

During the assembly each SRB developed 4-5 questions to ask the 
service members. Some of the questions asked why they wanted to be in 
the military. How hard it was to be in the military and to learn the lan-
guage and how hard training was. After the program the veterans who 
were in attendance were overheard saying that it was cool that the dis-
trict had a program to honor the veterans.

By Shanda Madsen

Air Force Members Share Experience

Skills USA is a student organization that any student can join to as-
sist them with their CTE classes that they take during their high school 
years. This organization is known as a CTSO or Career and Technical 
Student Organization. Various schools around the country have CTSO 
programs such as, Future Farmers of America, Future Business Leaders 
of America, and many others.  Skills USA already has over 300,000 
students and advisor memberships annually. The LDHS School Dis-
trict wanted to have a program that allows students to show their abil-
ity and technical skills and knowledge that they may already know or 
have learned through their CTE courses they have already, or are taking. 

Each student has a fee to join but there had been a grant donated 
where there is no membership fee this year for the LDHS students wish-
ing to join. The meetings are completely ran by students with the guid-
ance of their advisors who happen to be Mrs. Lenessa Keehn, Mr. Jim 
Studioso, and Mr. Duane Cunningham. The meetings follow a parlia-
mentary procedure which gives students another skill learned through-
out the program. The students compete with other schools and have an 
opportunity to compete at state, and possibly qualify for nationals. 

Skills USA gives students the opportunity to travel and collaborate 
with new people. Students can also run for state and national offices. 
There are currently 11 students that participate in Skills USA from the 
LDHS School District. If one is interested on how to join go to skillusa.
org or talk to one of the advisors for more information!

By Allison Engel
Skills USA Provides Opportunities

Air Force members Augustine Ward and Mae-
lene Beam used FaceTime to discuss their lin-
guistic duties during an assembly held to hon-
or veterans.
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Now that football is over the move is moving toward 
basketball and other winter sports. The LDHS Boys Bas-
ketball team wants to start their season off by having a 
great year. The team has been working on new plays and 
techniques for playing on offense and defense. Practice 
started on Nov. 27 and the season lasts through February 
depending on if they make it to the playoffs. One of the 
players and they said it doesn’t matter what the record is, 
it matters how hard they play through the season. Zach 
Murray said that they are putting up more shots than they 
were last year, and the players have been making most 
of their shots. The first game is Dec. 9 against Oelrichs 
where they hope to get their first win. The team members 
are seniors: Brett Mattson, Max Nelson, Caleb Percy; ju-
niors: Zach Murray, Chris Lipp, Gavin Haefs, Jacob Alley; 
sophomores: Carter Nelson, Luke Fish, Wyatt Vande Vel-
de, Yat Long Arthur NG; freshmen: Jordy Stulken, Payton 
Grodzin and Kayden Varland. 

By Jared Aman

By Natalie Pinske

By Jaci Petsch
New Coach new season girls basketball prepares for 

season.  After losing seven seniors last year the Lady Dig-
gers are having to start over with a new lineup and a new 
coach coming in. Lady diggers will be led by Coach Timo-
thy Hansen coming into the 2016-2017 season coach Han-
sen is looking to build a new culture with a competitive 
attitude and team based on individual skills and team uni-
ty. Hansen said “Coming in as a new coach I would like to 
build a new culture, build competitiveness, start with fun-
damentals and basic skills”. He targets working with the 
youth and building the younger kids up. As building a new 
line up for this season Hansen is looking for good attitude, 
desire, competitiveness, skill or talent, and team a concept. 
Hansen has been coaching for 21 years, he has been a head 
coach for 12 years. As Hansen has been involved with bas-
ketball for so long he has learned to be humble, there will 
be good and bad times, the game has taught him to be grate-
ful, and the game is bigger than yourself. 

Hansen says the game has devastating losses that you 
learn from and still move forward. As in life you can’t dwell 
on the past, just like the game, you can’t dwell on the mis-
takes or losses. Hansen said, “I am very fortunate to work 
with young people in the basketball scene”. The game of 
basketball has taught him to do things with team unity and 
be successful which is similar to life. Basketball relates to 
most every aspect in life so it has taught him a little bit of 
everything throughout his life. 

Hansen encourages everyone to come support and 
watch the Lady Diggers as it is going to be a fun year. Start-
ing new will be good for the Lady Diggers and he is excited 
to start a new culture and team with the ladies.

The wrestling team is composed of freshmen Robbie 
Lester, Max Johnson, Ethan Foerster, Joey Ingham, and 
Pratt Williams. Sophomores include Carson Pinske and CJ 
Murray. Junior wrestlers are Wyatt Hess, Brigham Wil-
liams, and Dylin Johnson, and last but not least, the lone 
senior wrestler is Coltan Radensleben. 

The wrestling team will be coached by Mr. Beau 
Voegeli, who started coaching wrestling here in 2014. In 
his career he wrestled in college for Northern State Uni-
versity and Oaks High School in Oaks, North Dakota, be-
ing awarded six athletic letters and qualified for state wres-
tling six times, placing first, second, third, and seventh. Not 
only did he wrestle but played football as well and was 
very successful in his football career as well as his wres-
tling career.

The team members express a lot of enthusiasm for 
this year’s season, many getting to the school early to lift 
weights with Voegeli. Sometimes these wrestlers go in as 
early as 6:00 in the morning. Voegeli opens the doors for 
any wrestler willing to come in that early to get a head 
start to their day and the season, showing how dedicated 
the wrestlers, as well as their coach, are. Carson Pinske 
tells the paper, “I feel pretty confident going into this sea-
son and getting some team wins.”

The first tournament for the wrestling team will be 
Dec. 3 at Custer. It will take place on a Saturday, meaning 
that the athletes will not miss any school, but will spend 
the first day of their weekend competing at the sport they 
love.

New Coach Works Toward New Culture
Wrestlers Express Enthusiasm For Season

Diggers Return To The Hoops

d d Winter d d 
SPORTS 

d d Begin d d
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Mrs. Kim Hansen is the new cabin supervi-
sor and head volleyball coach. Hansen moved 
here with her husband Mr. Tim Hansen who is 
also a new teacher here at LDHS, and her two 
children. 

Looking back at the season, Hansen said, 
“Overall I thought the season was successful. 
We ended the year 11-18, but we knew some of 
those losses could have been wins if we would 
have played consistently. We had amazing 
team chemistry and that is hard to find.” She 
also stated, “This year we were able to take a 
few sets from teams and next year we want to 
take the match. I think we have a good chance 
to step into the Sweet 16 next year, so I hope 
that will be one goal the team strives for next 
season.”

Hansen has a couple ideas for the off-sea-
son. She stated, “I’m really excited for the off-
season with this crew. We learned so much in 
the three months of the season and this team 
is one to push each other and get better during 
the off-season and summer. We will hold open 
gyms, host an elementary camp for the youth 
development, and attend team camps this sum-
mer.”

She is new to the cabin and has a few words 
to say on how she is liking it so far. She said 
“Being the cabin supervisor is a quite different 
experience for me. I have been a P.E teacher for 
the past twelve years. Sitting all day in a qui-
et classroom has been the biggest adjustment. I 
stay busy with my online class that I am taking 
through USD. I’m currently getting my masters 
in Kinesiology and Sports Management.”

Hansen also talked about the difference be-
tween previous teaching careers. She stated “I 
love building relationships with students, so 
there is a bit of a disconnect between the stu-
dents in the cabin and I as we are all working 
on our online classes. It’s not something I see 
myself doing for a long time as I would like to 
get back into the classroom.”

By McKayla Norton

As the volleyball season came to a close, the team ended with a 
record of 11-18. The Diggers traveled to Red Cloud on Oct. 11 to play 
the Crusaders. Where they took the win, winning the game in 3 sets.  

One of the bigger games of the season took place on Sept. 17 against 
the Belle Fourche Broncs. The first set was won by the Diggers, 25-19. 
The second set was taken by Belle Fourche, 25-12. The third set was 
also taken by Belle Fourche, 25-14. The Diggers took the fourth set, 26-
24. The final set was taken by Belle Fourche, 15-4. On Oct. 13 the Dig-
gers took a hard loss to the Douglas Patriots, losing the game in 3 sets. 

The final regular season game took place at home against the Spear-
fish Spartans. The game against the Spartans would determine who the 
Diggers would play against in the first post season game. The first set 
was won by the Spartans, 25-16. The Diggers took the second set win-
ning 25-16. The score of the of the third set was 25-23, the Diggers won 
that set as well. The Spartans came back to win the fourth set, 25-20. 
The fifth set was then won by the Spartans 15-9. This then determined 
that the Diggers would play the Belle Fourche Broncs in the first round 
of post season. The Diggers went on losing this game in three sets to 
end their 2016-2017 volleyball season.  

Alexis Simpson had a few words to say about how the season went. 
She said, “We accomplished a lot this season, things we didn’t even 
think we would come close to accomplishing. Overall the season went 
well, even though things didn’t always go the way we wanted them to. 
It was a very fun season getting to know Coach Kim Hansen and grow 
closer to all of our teammates!” Carolyn Groeger also stated, “I think 
we improved a lot during the season and overall we had a good sea-
son. I think that we overcame a lot of obstacles and proved that we do 
have a good team with talented athletes.”

By McKayla Norton

Hansen Joins LDHS Staff

Madison Andersen digs up the ball while Carolyn Groeger and Alexis 
Simpson prepare to assist.

Volleyball Season Closes With 
11-18 Record
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On Nov. 10 and 11, The LDHS Drama club put on a 
play, Everybody Loves Opal, the play consisted of Kaeler 
Quenzer as the main character, Opal Kronkie, Baylie Trev-
ino, as Gloria Gulock, Phillip Madsen as Bradford Winter, 
Will Pearson as Solomon, Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz as the 
Doctor, and Officer Jankie.  The story surrounds a wom-
an, Opal, who lives in a dump and is always thinking high-
ly of everyone. 

When three criminals come across her home, she in-
vites them to stay with her, they continuously try to find 
ways to kill Opal in order to inherit her money. Throughout 
the story, the criminals attempt to get away with opals mur-
der, but she always seems to live through it, and through 
all of the ‘accidents’ occurring, it never occurs to opal until 
the end that the criminals could be responsible. Though in 
the end she discovers the true intentions of the criminals, 
she still chooses to only see the good in the three criminals, 
and forgives them. Kaeler Quenzer, the main character of 
the story was asked what some of the things she did to pre-

pare for the play were, “To prepare for the part of Opal, I 
watched Beverley Hills Hillbillies, it’s an old show, but the 
grandma was similar to Opal in many ways. “I think the 
moral of the story is that kindness and friendship is more 
important than wealth. I think it’s a good moral to have, but 
maybe not to the extent opal took it, so just be kind to peo-
ple, you never know what they’ve been through.”  Quenzer 
stated after being asked what she can say about the moral 
of the story and how one can apply some of the qualities 
Opal Kronkie, portrays in the story? When she was asked 
what she thought of the end result in the play, she said “The 
end result of the play was different than I expected to say 
the least! Who could’ve known that Opal had the money 
all along and was willing to give it up to people that tried 
to murder her multiple times.” 

The play had a very good turnout and they are hoping 
for the same at the next play in March. The tryouts are in 
December if one is looking for a way to express oneself in 
a creative and fun way with the Drama Club.

By Olivia Rogers

LDHS Drama Students Present “Everybody Loves Opal”
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Several LDHS choir 
students attended All State 
choir- Rose Losey, Phil-
ip Madsen, Dylan Arehart, 
Kanicee Gilmore-Bears, 
Grace Campbell, Brianna 
Munoz-Pfeiffer, Eric Schum-
acher, and Griffen Mack-
ey were the choir members 
who went to Sioux Falls 
with Mr. Dean Peterson, 

where they sang with some 
of the best choir members in 
the state of South Dakota. 

All State choir is the 
collection of some of the 
best singers in the state. It 
was held in Sioux Falls from 
Oct. 28-29. The guest con-
ductor for the 2016 All State 
choir was Jerry Blackstone, 
who is the choir director at 

the University of Michigan. 
It was a huge honor to have 
him this year as he has also 
won a Grammy for his con-
ducting skills. 

The students arrived 
in Sioux Falls at the Den-
ny Sanford Premier Cen-
ter where practices and the 
concert were held. The of-
ficial concert was held at 

7:00 p.m. a short time af-
ter their last practice. Over 
1,000 students from across 
the state participated in this 
major event, and LDHS 
was proudly represented by 
the All State members who 
joined in this special occa-
sion. It is a huge honor for 
schools to participate in All 
State.

All State Choir members back row L-R: Griffen Mackey, Dylan Arehart, Eric Schumacher and Philip Madsen. Front 
row L-R: Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz, Rose Losey, Kanicee Gilmore-Bears and Grace Campbell.

Eight Participate During All State Chorus In Sioux Falls
By Natalie Pinske
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During the month of November, the Junior 
Class underwent a CPR training where they 
learned different techniques on how to poten-
tially save a life. The class was taught and dem-
onstrated by Mrs. Laurie Rogers, school nurse, 
and Mrs. Steph Gallagher, the school trainer. 

The American Heart Association provided 
the demonstrative video, where it taught the 
juniors many different things including the pace 
you should giving CPR, how far to push the 
chest down, how to use and AED (automated 
external defibrillator) on both adults and chil-
dren, and how to give proper breathing tech-
niques.

 The course took three SRBs in total per 
group of juniors, to be fully card certified. The 
certification lasts two years and if one wishes 
to go into a health occupation, it gets one out 
of the full year long college class. Many stu-
dents have benefitted throughout the years by 
being becoming certified. There were about 20 
juniors who were certified this year through 
the class. 

Junior Class Learns CPR Techniques During November
By Allison Engel

Dylin Johnson and Ja-
cob Alley pay close at-
tention to proper CPR 
technique.

Exposure to real 
life application of 
learned skills within 
one’s degree is as valu-
able to a college stu-
dent as learning ma-
terial in a classroom 
environment. Junior 
experience gives stu-
dents a chance to ap-
ply what they have 
learned in the class-
room in real life. Mrs. 

Jennifer Loftin is do-
ing just that by spend-
ing time with Mr. 
Dean Peterson in his 
choir classroom this 
semester. Mrs. Loft-
in was interviewed to 
gain some insight on 
what it’s like to be a 
college student.

Mrs. Loftin was 
asked where she was 
attending college and 

what her degree fo-
cus is/what she wants 
to do with her degree. 
Mrs. Loftin said, “I’m 
going to Black Hills 
State University and 
my degree focus is vo-
cal music education.” 
She chose Black Hills 
State University rath-
er than any other uni-
versity. She said, “It’s 
close to home and 
close to my family- I 
grew up in Sturgis. It’s 
convenient.”

Mrs. Loftin was 
asked what she likes 
to do for fun when 
she has free time. She 
said, “I like to read 
historical fiction and 

I like to spend time 
with my family. I also 
really like to play 
games with my family 
and friends.”

Mrs. Loftin was 
asked if she found the 
transition from high 
school to college to 
be easy or difficult. 
She said “I didn’t find 
it to be very difficult; 
I had eight years be-
tween college and 
high school so I had a 
lot of time to grow up 
before I went to col-
lege. It’s actually a lot 
more fun than I ex-
pected it to be.”

Mrs. Loftin has a 
few pointers for high 

school students as 
they prepare for the 
transition from high 
school to college. She 
said “You should re-
member to keep an 
open mind and don’t 
have too many expec-
tations for what you 
think and hope for it 
to be like. The best 
part about college 
is the friends I have 
made and the rela-
tionships I’ve formed 
with people in my 
field of study. I also 
enjoy learning new 
things. I think it’s fun. 
I’m absolutely happy 
with my decision to 
go to college.”

Loftin Experiences Teaching In Pe-
terson’s Choir Room
By Shelbee Hopkins
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Ever wondered 
what multimedia 
class is all about? Has 
one ever wondered 
what it would be like 
to ride a whale in the 
ocean or to fly in the 
sky with the birds? 

Multimedia is the 
class for you. It’s full 
of fun and learning. 
The multimedia class 
uses many different 
programs on the com-
puter and the iPad. In 

previous years stu-
dents played with the 
green screen mak-
ing different presen-
tations and videos for 
fun. 

Students learned 
about the website 
Canva and made post-
ers for student coun-
cil, infographic for 
the nugget, and cards 
which is fun because 
we used them for dif-
ferent things around 

the school.  
The multime-

dia class used the 
green screen to make 
a presentation about 
traveling to differ-
ent countries and 
landmarks around 
the world. Using the 
green screen, it was 
possible to place ones 
in a picture like rid-
ing whales, with us-
ing creativity.

 Also, with the 

green screen we 
broadcasted a fairy-
tale in a news setting. 
Another fun thing we 
did was creating our 
own cooking show 
and making a food 
item. In multimedia 
class students have 
fun and learn new 
things that you can do 
with technology.  

When multime-
dia starts second se-
mester, seniors class 

Alexis Simpson and 
Madisen Anders-
en will assist Ms. 
Kim Loeffen with the 
class. Simpson and 
Anderson are going 
to teach the students 
more about the green 
screen and many dif-
ferent projects that 
they enjoyed in pre-
vious classes .  Come 
be a part of a fun cre-
ative time!  

By Jaci Petsch
Ride A Whale, Fly Through The Sky, Climb The Eiffel Tower

Mr. Dean Peterson has been teaching here at Lead-Deadwood for 
40 years. He is the choir teacher at the high school and has recently re-
ceived an award for his many years of dedication to the school district 
and the students. The award is called the Meritorious Award for Forty 
Years. The award was presented to Mr. Peterson while he was attend-
ing the All state choir concert with his group on October 28 and 29. In 
total, five teachers received this award or a similar one while at the All 
state concert in Sioux Falls.

Peterson first began working at LDHS in 1976 and has been here 
since. Except for a one-year hiatus, he has been fully dedicated to the 
school district and to the students he teaches.

Peterson expressed how he felt about the award, stating “It’s truly 
an honor to be given this award. It doesn’t feel like it’s been forty years 
already!” There’s no question that Peterson deserves this award. With 
so many years of dedication and hard work, this award is well deserved.

He also said, “It’s great to be able to be in a school system for forty 
years!” He has never received an award like this one before, this is the 
first award of its kind that he was honored to receive, although he has 
won other awards for his teaching abilities and achievements.

By Natalie Pinske

Peterson Receives 40-Year Award

The Student Council has contributed to 
many of the schools’ events to help put them 
on. One of the things Student Council is known 
for, is helping the school, and not much goes 
back to the club; However, the State Student 
Council Convention occurs annually in April.  
At this three day event, students obtain valu-
able life skills and listen to different speak-
ers about different things. At past events there 
have been magicians and hypnotists speak-
ing at the event. The convention is held in 
Sioux falls or Rapid City, each year it chang-
es. “There are around 20 students who end up 
going from our school district each year. It’s 
a good way to meet new people from other 
schools,” said Mckayla Norton who has been 
a member of the student council since fresh-
man year. 

So far this year the student council has 
done many things to support the school dis-
trict, and has also raised money going toward 
the trip. Some of the events include: Trunker 
Treat, money is sent to a pen pal in the Phil-
ippines, students helped promote the blood 
drive, Turkey Bowling was held to provide 
turkeys to those in need, and the students at-
tended a region meeting in Sturgis.

When asked what the students do to pre-
pare for the convention, Mckayla Norton 
said, “Throughout the year, leading up to this 
event, the student council, raises money to go 
toward the trip. The trip is really fun and a 
good way to learn valuable lessons and have 
a good time!” 

Student Council Stays Busy
By Olivia Rogers
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October Kiwanis Students of the Month are Juniors Jacob Alley and Katie Tieman. The November Kiwanis Students 
of the Month are Sophomores Dylan Arehart and Hye Yeon Hong. The December Kiwanis Students of the Month are 
Jordy Stulken and Emma Hess.

Students  of  the Months for  Oct . ,  Nov . ,  and Dec .

 Ever think how one can develop more young leaders?  Develop-
ing leaders can be difficult but with the help of the HOBY program de-
veloping young leaders is a little easier. HOBY is a leadership program 
named after Hugh O’Brian, motion and television star. This program was 
made to develop leaders or upcoming and outstanding actors. HOBY is a 
mission to inspire and develop our global communities. Teaching dedi-
cation, leadership, service-learning, motivation, team building, and a lot 
of different life necessities. Nearly 10,000 students participate in HOBY 
programs annually. Schools all over South Dakota select two kids from 
the sophomore year to participate in the HOBY organization. Each year 
the HOBY program builds and grows. The students who choose to go and 
participate in the HOBY program get sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
the area. The random students had to fill out a paper about their strengths, 
ideas, what the student participates in outside and inside of school, etc. 
Last year sophomore Grace Campbell was selected to go and participate 
at the HOBY program. Campbell said “I liked the community service proj-
ects we did and I learned a lot about leadership.” While there she said 
there were a lot of leadership classes and speakers and they played a lot 
of games. Campbell said the students also participated in a poverty sim-
ulator that showed them what it’s like to live in poverty and what stu-
dents can do to help. HOBY is leadership program designed to build up 
the youth and encourage them to be leaders.  

HOBY Develops Young Leaders
By Jaci Petsch

Jacob Alley

By Jared Aman

Katie Tieman Dylan Arehart

Hye Yeon Hong Jordy Stulken Emma Hess
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The Hallmark Channel is used to being 
known for its family-friendly films. It is also 
widely known for its 25 days to Christmas mov-
ie countdown. During this year, starting in Oc-
tober, the Hallmark Channel has been display-
ing new Christmas movies. Starting on Oct. 29, 
A Wish for Christmas, was the first new Christ-
mas movie that made its debut, as well as on 
Nov. 5, The Mistletoe Promise, Nov. 6, A Per-
fect Christmas, Nov. 12, Every Christmas Has 
a Story, Nov. 19, My Christmas Dream, Nov. 
20, A December Bride, Nov. 23, Broadcast-
ing Christmas, Nov. 24, Christmas Homestead, 
Nov. 25, Christmas List, Nov. 26, A Heavenly 
Christmas, Nov. 27, Journey Back to Christmas, 
Dec. 3, A Dream of Christmas, Dec. 4, Looks 
Like Christmas, Dec. 10, A Nutcracker Christ-
mas, Dec. 11, Love You Like Christmas, Dec. 17, 
My Christmas Love, Dec. 18, Sleigh Bells Ring, 
Dec. 25, When Calls the Heart Christmas. The 
Hallmark Channel always has movies that can 
get one in the holiday spirit, or just to sit down 
with the light of the Christmas tree, drink a cup 
of hot chocolate, and watch a movie with the 
whole family. . . .Continued on Page 3

Christmas is composed of different traditions, religious, and cultural 
ways of celebrating the birth of Jesus. For some, Christmas means a day 
to reunite with relatives and friends to go caroling on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day; others celebrate Christmas for weeks. Different coun-
tries around the world follow different traditions that coincide with the 
holiday, such as Advent, which is the celebration of arrival of Christ in 
the four preceding Sundays before Christmas day on Dec. 25. Argenti-
na, Denmark, and Croatia are some of the many countries that celebrate 
Advent as well as anyone participating in the Christian religion.

Some countries celebrate Christmas on different days entirely, some 
have different names for the holiday. In Belgium, Christmas day is cel-
ebrated as Saint Nicholas Day on Dec. 6. In Colombia, the celebration 
starts on Dec. 7 which is the known as ‘Dia de Las velitas,” or “Day of 
the little Candles.” It is the start of the preparation for Christmas. During 
this time, houses are decorated with lights, there are firework displays, 
and festivals and food. Canada celebrates Christmas in many different 
ways due to its culturally diverse population such as, their use of tradi-
tional wreaths with candles in them, participate in the feast of Epipha-
ny, and also setting up Christmas trees and lights. 

. The United Kingdom and United States celebrate Christmas very 
similarly. In many places you will find brightly lit houses and Christ-
mas trees. In Greece the children carry small models of boats decorat-
ed with nuts painted gold. It is normal to see boys caroling on Christ-
mas Eve in Greece as well. 

Although many countries celebrate it differently, it is centered 
around the same idea and it is a time of joy and happiness for all who 
celebrate it. 

25 Days of Christmas 
Movies Countdown
By Allison Engel

Ch r i s tmas  T rad i t i ons  P re -
f o rmed  Around  The  Wor ld
By Olivia Rogers

National Honor Society is an organization of students with a GPA 
of 3.5 or higher. These students are normally considered the leaders of 
the school, the role models. They are expected to be the best students 
in the school that make good decisions.

On Dec. 14, National Honor Society took a morning during school 
where they went Christmas shopping for a boy in the elementary who 
wasn’t going to receive many presents this Christmas. NHS also shopped 
for the mom of the boy and got her a few gifts as well. 

Before shopping the students went to breakfast at Perkins. All the 
students ordered some food and socialized before they went on to their 
busy morning of shopping. 

The students bought many things for the boy and his mom. They 
bought things from toy trucks to clothes. Isabel Fredericksen said “It felt 
good to help a family out in need. It was nice coming together as a team 
and working together to help out someone in our community.” Grace 
Campbell said “It made me feel happy knowing that a kid is going to go 
home for Christmas and be able to open presents that he wouldn’t have 
been able to have except through the help of NHS.”

NHS Goes Christmas Shopping
By McKayla Norton . . . Speech Con’t from Pg 5

They went to Harrisburg for state 
Dec. 1-4 and earned superiors in Read-
ers Theatre, Story Telling and Drama. On 
Dec. 9-10, 2017 at the Black Hills Sting 
the team received first in sweepstakes for 
best school. 

Ms. Shirlene Joseph is the head coach, 
Dr. Bree Oatman is the assistant coach. 
Ember Adkins and Katie Tieman are the 
copresident. Jachin Ruth, Zoe Keehn, Zoe 
Frauen and Mara Jacobs are the varsi-
ty members. Nicole Losey, Emma Hess, 
Dominic Williams, Zoe Bourgo, Maya 
Bourgo, Maya Kennedy Hyman, Garrett 
Kiefer, Megan Whiner, and Daniel Egemo 
are the novice members.
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On Monday, Dec. 12, several seniors participated in the city of Deadwood’s government day. The city of Deadwood 
each year sets aside one day for students to participate and learn about the city government and how it works. The stu-
dents are divided into groups depending on their interests and spend the first half of their day with a city official, and was 
seen over by the LDHS government teacher, Mr. Matt Campbell.

On government day, 26 students participated in the events. Several groups were divided, anywhere from one to three 
students was in each group. Some students learned about city maintenance, city planning, city finances, city archives, and 
even other aspects such as the city property and future plans for the city.

The students left the school at 8:00 a.m. and were away from the school half of the day. Some stayed at the city 
building, while others were taken and shown just what the city actually does, such as looking at houses being restored or 
helping clean the streets and sidewalks. Thirteen students were in groups with their officials, while the other half, most-
ly students who were not actively in the government class, took a jail tour and got to see the inside of the jail and some 
of the regular routines that go on in the jail.

After students finished learning with their groups, the city held a huge luncheon for the students and adults. It was 
held at the fire hall and each student who attended government day was given free lunch which included their choice 
of a hot dog, chili dog, or nachos, and were given several other choices to go along with their meal. Beverages included 
pink lemonade and water. 

The mayor of deadwood, Charles Turbiville, attended the feed allowing the students to realize that there are many 
forms and layers of government. Although some people may be considered higher up in the government, it is very clear 
that no one person is more important than the other as each city official has his or her special job that contributes to the 
city, whether it be planning, maintenance, history, law, or any other place in the government. 

Students Attend Government Day In Deadwood
By Natalie Pinske

On Dec. 7 the seniors attended Junior Achievement (JA). JA is non-
profit youth organization founded in 1919, to help prepare young people 
for the future. It teaches students about finances, goals for their future, 
and many other valuable things one goes through throughout life. This 
program offers financial literacy and career readiness to prepare young 
students for their future. 

They teach them how to make connections with what they learn 
in school and applying it to real life situations, to utilize all of their re-
sources and help them understand the importance of school. 

JA pairs leaders from around the community with the school in that 
same community so that the students learning have a better chance at 
connecting with the JA teacher because they live in the same commu-
nity. JA is one of the most valuable programs that can prepares students 
for the future ahead of them. 

Students Learn Junior Achievement
By Allison Engel

Sydney Auld, Mrs. Peggy Moreno, Christian 
Casias, and Colt Bradley listen carefully to the 
speaker Orson Ward.

Devon Schumacher, Kaeler Quenzer, and JW Singer learn more about 
Junior Achievement.

Shanda Madsen, Beth Hoffman and Rose 
Losey listen intently to their speaker
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Developing a 
healthy exercise rou-
tine plays an important 
role in maintaining your 
health. It’s important to 
develop healthy exercise 
habits at a young age. 
The sooner you incorpo-
rate physical fitness into 
your daily life, the better 
off your overall health 
will be.  Along with the 
many cardio respirato-
ry benefits your body 
receives from physical 
activity, you also gain 
countless mental ben-
efits that you may not 
know of.

When you exercise 

you increase the flow 
of oxygenated blood 
throughout your body. 
The more oxygenat-
ed blood you have cir-
culating throughout 
your system the better 
your overall body sys-
tems perform. At a cel-
lular level the more oxy-
gen delivered blood you 
have nourishing your 
cells the less likely those 
cells will turn to disease. 
Regular exercising can 
help prevent or manage 
several health problems 
including stroke, Type 
2 diabetes, many types 
of cancer, arthritis, and 

many more. Now let’s 
discuss some direct ben-
efits your body receives 
from incorporating phys-
ical activity in one’s day. 

When you exercise, 
your brain is able to re-
set and recharge as the 
physical activity helps 
release feel good hor-
mones like dopamine 
into your blood stream 
which in turn improves 
your mood and clears 
your mind. Anytime 
you can improve your 
mood you also boost 
your self- confidence 
and self -esteem. For 
individuals who suffer 

from increased anxiety 
the release of dopamine 
and endorphins into the 
bloodstream by physi-
cal activity will force the 
body to calm, in turn re-
ducing anxiety levels. 
Exercise also helps de-
velop healthy social hab-
its. It gives you a chance 
to unwind and engage in 
activities that make you 
happy all the while con-
necting with friends in a 
fun social setting.

Struggling with dis-
traction and the ability to 
focus? Increased blood 
flow through exercise 
also increases mental 

alertness and concentra-
tion. Increased circula-
tion helps you utilize the 
very best your brain has 
to offer.

The benefits that 
exercise has to offer are 
hard to ignore. Exer-
cise and physical activi-
ty are a great way to feel 
better, feel happier, re-
duce stress and anxiety 
levels, fend off diseas-
es, and lead a more bal-
anced life. If you aim to 
include exercise on a 
day to day basis, you 
can look forward to an 
increased lifespan and 
a better quality of life.

Learning about the Benefits of Exercise

This election was stressful for many people, including the candidates 
themselves. In fact, Jill Stein, the Green Party candidate in the 2016 election, 
is now calling for a recount in three states; Wisconsin, Michigan, and Pennsyl-
vania. Another candidate, independent candidate Roque De La Fuente, called 
for a partial recount in Nevada. 

Stein has stated that these recounts are not to change the outcome of the 
election but to verify the result. As one can imagine, this has sparked extreme 
controversy within the nation. Between the riots and protests outside of Trump 
Tower, Trump supporters are outraged at the recount. Many people are argu-
ing that the results should be accepted by the public and that Trump won fair-
ly, yet some people are claiming that hackers may have tapped into the voting 
system and altered the votes. This claim has not been proved but the recount 
pleases many and outrages others.

Even government officials are allegedly getting involved in the anti-Trump 
campaign. It has been reported that Duncan Lloyd, a city official in the Phil-
adelphia Law Department, was caught on surveillance cameras spray-paint-
ing graffiti on the side of a grocery store, the graffiti saying profanities towards 
Trump and cost between 3,000-10,000 dollars in damage. Lloyd faces being 
fired for his inappropriate actions.

Jill Stein is not only paying for the recounts with millions of dollars in do-
nations, but is also gaining a little more credibility. There are 53 counties cur-
rently recounting votes and Stein has gained 27 votes. If the goal was in fact to 
change the results of the election, however, they are not succeeding. In most 
counties, both Trump and Hillary are keeping their distance between each oth-
er with little to no change, but counting each vote in every county, Trump is 
actually gaining votes, a total of 40. 

This recount is the first in 16 years and is a fairly unusual occurrence. 
But, it is understandable looking back at all of the controversy this elec-
tion has stirred up. There is little question between most officials if the 
recount will in fact change the results, but the possibility is still there. 

By Shelbee Hopkins

Vote Recount Called in Three States
By Natalie Pinske

 Speech and Debate season lasts from 
September all the way through the end of Feb-
ruary with competition nearly every weekend. 
With such a long season speech and debate 
have plenty of time to work on their pieces and 
improve their performance skills. With winter 
break coming up they will have a little time 
off from performing. Their main focus is to fix 
their old pieces, finding new ones or complete-
ly writing their own speeches. The debaters are 
also preparing for the topic they will be debat-
ing for the month of January.

Ember Adkins said the meet she is most 
looking forward to is the National Qualifiers 
meet at the end of February in Cheyenne, WY. 
The meet is three days of intense competition 
with some of the best performers from the sur-
rounding areas of South Dakota, Wyoming and 
Colorado. It gives the speech and debate team 
the opportunity to meet new people, watch ex-
tremely talented performers and possibly qual-
ify to compete at the national level next sum-
mer.

The team has placed first, second, or third 
in multiple events at every meet this year, both 
novice and varsity. 

Speech And Debate Place in 
Top Three Multiple Times
By Shanda Madsen
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The middle and high school choirs presented a Christmas concert entitled, “Holiday Season in 
Song.” The choir class has been working hard all year to make the concert very enjoyable. Some 
members have gone to All-state and they all have been practicing to perform for the community.

The students did a total of nine songs: “Deck The Hall, Hine Ma Tov (Israeli Folk Song), I 
Sing Of A Maiden, Set Me As A Seal, Things That Never Die, What Child Is This?” The song 
“Wexford Carol” was a solo sung by tenor, Griffen Mackey.

Also, during the concert Zoe Keehn presented a special musical presentation for the foreign 
exchange student Hye Yeon Hong, who left Thursday, Dec. 15, just a few days after the concert. 
After Zoe sang her song everyone had a hard time singing again as they were choked up. Direc-
tor Dean Peterson had to wait a little bit for the choir to get composed and be able to start sing-
ing again. While waiting Peterson told some jokes. Peterson’s Junior field experience teacher, 
Jennifer Loftin from BHSU, accompanied the choir.

By Shanda Madsen

LDHS Choir Gets in the Christmas Spirit

Top: Mr. Peterson directs the LDHS choir
Middle Left: Griffen Mackey sings his solo
Middle Right: BHSU Junior field experience 
teacher Jennifer Loftin aids the choir with pi-
ano and voice
Bottom: Mr. Peterson gives it up for the choir
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The band recently 
went to Augustana Band 
Festival in Sioux Falls on 
Nov. 11-12, and North-
ern Hills Honor Band in 
Spearfish on Nov. 22.

For the Augustana 
festival it consists of two 
larger bands of about 
100 students each. There 
is also a select group of 
about 60 students who 
all perform at the end 
of the festival. First, the 
band directors nominate 
students for the festival, 
then they are selected 
by Augustana. The stu-
dents who were selected 
are Lily Keehn-clarinet, 
Garrett Kiefer-alto sax, 

Blake Ingham-tenor sax, 
Brendan Kearns-bari-
tone, Brigham Williams-
tuba and Josh Lehman-
percussion. The bands 
rehearse for two days 
then they perform a con-
cert at the Washington 
Pavilion.

They also attended 
the Northern Hills Hon-
or Band. This event is 
like the Augustana fes-
tival just with more lo-
cal students. For this 
event there are only two 
bands. There is one of 
high school students and 
one of middle school stu-
dents. Again the students 
were selected through 

the band directors. This 
time they only get the 
day to practice and they 
perform their concert 
that same evening. The 
students who went were 
Brianna Pfeiffer-clarinet, 
Garrett Kiefer-alto sax, 
Blake Ingham-tenor sax, 
Taylor Beagle-trumpet, 
Wyatt Hess-trumpet, 
Kenzi Wetz-trombone, 
Brendan Kearns-bari-
tone, Brigham Williams-
tuba and Josh Lehman-
percussion.

Director Mick Dra-
goo said, “The students 
really enjoy these band 
festivals because it gives 
them a chance to play in 

a much larger band that 
is well balanced (the 
right number of all of the 
different instruments).  It 
also gives them the addi-
tional challenge of play-
ing more music which is 
sometimes more chal-
lenging.”

Dragoo also got an 
award called The South 
Dakota Music Educators 
Association 2016 Meri-
torious Service Award. 
He started teaching in 
1991 and taught at the 
middle school in Dead-
wood for ten years and 
then all the bands for one 
year. He then spent six 
years away from teach-

ing. He came back in 
2008 and has been here 
ever since. Dragoo also 
said “It was nice to be 
recognized. It’s not easy 
to stay in instrumen-
tal education for this 
long. The average teach-
ing career for a band di-
rector across the coun-
try is about five years. 
It’s not an easy job, but 
it is rewarding.” Some 
of the qualifications for 
the award is basical-
ly to have been teach-
ing for at least 25 years. 
He was given the award 
during All-State Chorus 
and Orchestra concert in 
Sioux Falls on Oct. 29.

The band concert was Mon-
day, Dec. 5. It was the Christ-
mas band concert, they played 
a selection of Christmas music, 
one selections of the Christmas 
concert were the Charlie Brown 
Christmas, it was well played 
and was one of the audience’s fa-
vorite pieces of the night. It was 
grades 6-8 and the high school. 
Brianna Sneesby said, “We did a 
very good job, but we had a few 
things we could have worked 
on.” Monday night was the first 
concert the band this year. The 
concert was a wonderland ex-
perience, and the music played 
was very jolly and put the au-
dience into the Christmas spir-
it with the amazing Christmas 
music that they have played. If 
you didn’t have time or didn’t 
make it to the band concert, 
you missed out on some amaz-
ing music!

Dragoo Takes Students to Augustana Band Festival

By Amaya Aldrich

Band Concert

By Shanda Madsen

Garrett Kiefer performs his solo.
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 Health Occupations class is 
a new course which offers students 
who are interested in pursuing a ca-
reer in healthcare a chance to orient 
themselves to the healthcare scene. 
In this class, students are able to gain 
both classroom knowledge and partici-
pate in valuable onsite experiences that 
give students a chance to apply what 
they have learned in the classroom to 
real life situations. Dr. Bree Oatman in-
structs the class.

Oatman was asked what the ben-
efits of Health Occupations class is to 
students taking the course. She said, 
“The class is beneficial for a variety of 
reasons. Students who are just starting 
out high school, might take the class 
and realize they really want to work 
in medicine. With this knowledge, 
they can plan their high school cours-
es better, taking as many science class-
es as possible. Or they may discover 
they do not want to work in the health 
field and that is equally valuable. Stu-
dents might also become aware of oth-

er types of careers that are related to 
health care but aren’t necessarily on 
the front lines, like administrative type 
jobs or research.” 

Oatman also said, “The course of-
fers real world experience. The stu-
dents get to job shadow in a variety of 
health careers and spend several hours 
at the hospital doing rotations. In ad-
dition, they are learning about health 
issues and scenarios where they prac-
tice different skills like inserting an IV 
or tracking infections. The students are 
also part of a national health occupa-
tions club and get to participate in re-
gional and national competitions and 
conferences.”

Oatman was asked how long she 
plans on teaching the Health Occupa-
tions course and if she enjoys teach-
ing it. She said, “Yes I do enjoy teach-
ing the course. Besides teaching, public 
health has always been a passion of 
mine. I worked in that field right after 
graduating from college and I complet-
ed several internships in public health 

prior to graduating (lobbying for pub-
lic health policy in Washington DC and 
working with an infection control prac-
titioner and a pathologist in a hospital). 
I also taught at a medical school prior 
to moving to South Dakota. So, I’ve al-
ways had an interest in health scienc-
es. It is an interesting class because you 
apply biology, chemistry, physics and 
math to solve problems or help people 
be healthy. I plan on teaching it as long 
as the school district lets me.”

Oatman also added information on 
why the class was offered, “There is 
a high demand for health careers and 
that demand will be increasing as peo-
ple retire. The health field is one of 
the largest employers in our region. 
So the class is valuable in helping stu-
dents explore possible vocational op-
tions for their future. In addition, at the 
end of the course, hopefully students 
have a better understanding of health 
and wellness too, which would bene-
fit their own lives and the lives of their 
families.”

By Shelbee Hopkins

Learning About Health Occupations In School

Kyra Mack and Kaitlynn Zellers learn about CPR in Health Occupations.
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By Zach Murray

Dylin Johnson works to take down his opponent

Carson Pinske wrestles his opponent to the ground.

LDHS Wrestling captain, Dylin Johnson was re-
cently interview and was ask question about the 
wrestling season.

 When asked “As an individual what are some of 
your goals?” He responded with “I want to qualify 
and place at state, I would also like to get 100 career 
wins and I at 94 so I think I will be able to get that, 
and I would also like to finish the season with 150+ 
takedowns.” He was then asked about some of the 
team goals. “As a team we need to get as much as we 
can out of practice, and no matter how tough prac-
tice is put a smile on your face and get through it. We 
also want to be top 5 in our region.” The LDHS wres-
tling team so far has had 1 quad and 1 triangular. Dylin 
talked about how they went. “I think we did what we 
had to do but there is room for improvement and the 
little things is what got us. Robbie Lester had stepped 
up for the team along with many other younger wres-
tlers.” Dylin then was questioned with “What do you 
think you need to improve on and what does the team 
need to improve on?” Dylin answered with “I need to 
work on the small things such as setting the pace for 
the match and no being on my heels and just the tiny 
things within a match. The team needs to improve on 
the bottom position and we need to work on how to 
get out of bottom position.” The wrestling team as a 
whole is doing good, competing at every tournament. Wyatt Hess makes an attempt to win the match.

Johnson Discusses Wrestling
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Pass to Hannah Campbell inside to shoot the jumper to 
start off the game between the Lady Diggers and the Lady 
Patriots. The first quarter was short but intense having the 
score going both ways. Second quarter was even more in-
tense with both teams. The Lady patriots and the Lady Dig-
gers were battling hard to get more points on the board. Free 
throws were so important in this first half. 

Free throws impact the game a lot and comes crucial to 
the end of the game. At the end of the second quarter and 
the first half the Lady Diggers were down twelve points. 
The talk during half time with coach made the Lady Dig-
gers motivated and ready to go.  Ending the third quarter the 

Lady Diggers were only down eight points fighting to make 
a comeback. The Lady Diggers fought all game against the 
Lady patriots making for an intense and fun game. Ending 
the game, the Lady patriots won over the Lady Diggers by 
fourteen points. 

The Lady Diggers look to have a rebuilding winning 
season this year. Harding county was the next game for the 
Lady Diggers which was a physical intense game as well. 
The Lady ranchers won against the Lady Diggers by only 
eight points. The Lady Diggers go to Newell to face the Lady 
irrigators and taking the five win. This year the Lady Dig-
gers are looking to get better and grow as a team. 

Lady Golddiggers Adjust to New Coach, New Strategies
By Jaci Petsch

Grace Campbell driving to the hole to try to score a point.

Anna Campbell playing defense.

Hannah Campbell gets ready to put up a jumper.
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LDHS Boys Basketball team has started off strong, start-
ing the season with 2 wins. The team so far has played Ol-
erichs and Harding County. Both of these games were a bat-
tle to the end. LDHS was able to overpower Olerichs with 
a 64-56 win. The first quarter ended with the Diggers led 
14 to Zach Murray led the team with 16 points, 12 rebounds 
and 4 assist. The team then took on the Harding County 
Ranchers who had beat the Diggers last year 67-22. The 
Diggers came out slow and were not able to knock down 
shot right away, but it was their defense that kept them in 
the game, all game. Starting the second half the Diggers de-
fense stepped up again and they were able to knock more 
shots down which led to a 37-32 win for the Diggers. The 
Diggers were led by Max Nelson who had 8 points, 7 re-
bounds, and 1 assist. 

The Diggers then moved on to Newell really wanting a 
win. Once again in the first half the Diggers defense helped 

them stay in the game as the offense was having a hard 
time making their shots. They were able to start the sec-
ond half making their shots and they kept up with Newell. 
At the end of the fourth quarter the score was tied which 
meant that the game was going into overtime. Max Nelson 
was able to hit two big free throws towards the end of over-
time. The Diggers came out on top 60-56. They were led 
once again by Max Nelson who had 15 points, 3 rebounds, 
3 steals, and 5 assist. 

The Diggers are looking strong and they don’t show any 
sign of slowing down. Their motto this year is Get Better, 
Win or GBW. Coach Lanes word on GBW is “It’s about im-
proving on the things that didn’t work, striving to improve 
our weaknesses but it’s a shift in our mindsets, a shift in 
our culture, its creating a transformation. GBW is stepping 
into the unknown and have faith that you will be ok, and 
you will be better.”

Boys Basketball Team Starts Season Off Strong
By Zach Murray

Max Nelson puts up a three-pointer.

Wyatt Vande Velde shoots free throws. Jordy Stulken powers through defense.

Brett Mattson goes in for a power layup.
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Andersen, Luze Compete In Big Idea Competition
By Mckayla Norton

Robotics Team Applies To NASA For A Travel Grant
By Olivia Rogers

 LDHS Robotics team applied for a NASA Grant in hope 
of receiving money that will go toward the Denver Regional 
Contest where around 90 teams attend to present their ro-
bots and functions in hopes of making it to the World Con-
test. Mr.  Duane Cunningham, Robotics instructor said,” 
It’s a grant we applied for to receive money to compete for 
the regional contest held in Denver. It’s a $5,000 grant 
and it covers everything but our travel expenses and stu-
dent meals.” Cunningham also explained the steps he took 
to fulfill the application process, “It actually took a real-
ly long time for me to fill out the application,” he said “It 
was 22 essay questions and it was 27 pages long. It took me 
about two weeks to complete.” 

If the Robotics class goes to regionals and wins, they 
will advance to the World Contest in St. Louis where they 

competed two years ago, with students all around the world 
and beat Shanghai, China. To attend the World Contest, the 
team would need approximately $10,000. 

“January 7 is when we take all the students to the kick-
off that takes place in Denver. It is when the teams go find 
out what functions the robot has to do at the competition 
and when they receive their parts to build the robot. Af-
ter getting all of the parts, we bring it back here, where we 
have 42 days to build the robot. After building it we pack 
it up and we aren’t allowed to open it until contest at re-
gionals.” Cunningham stated when discussing the compe-
tition process. 

The Robotics Class is looking to return to the World 
Contest this year and compete with other schools around 
the globe. 

Miranda Luze and Madison Andersen went to Aber-
deen, SD, Dec. 7-8 to compete in a Big Idea competition. 
A couple weeks before they made a presentation in their 
Personal Finance class where they had to make a business 
that they thought would make a difference in a communi-
ty. The whole class had to enter the competition and Luze 
and Andersen were asked to participate. Mr. Matt Campbell 
teaches the class and was the one who took the two girls 
to Aberdeen accompanied by Mrs. Betty Campbell. Ander-
sen said, “Our idea was a pet store where the animals are 
not in cages, they are in separate rooms and anyone who 

comes in is allowed inside those rooms to interact with the 
animals. This will help the people decided if they want to 
adopt or not.”  Some may wonder what the Big Idea com-
petition is. Andersen stated, “It is a contest where big ideas 
of businesses are presented to judges and they pick the best 
business idea.” Eight different groups were asked to come 
to this competition and Andersen had a few words to say 
about it. She said, “We had lots of fun and learned a lot 
more about owning your own business. We did well pre-
senting our business, though we did have fun however, we 
did not place.” 
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By Gracie Kosters

Williams Crowns Sno-Princesses
Sno-Princesses, Senior Rose Losey, Junior Saige VanTassel, Sophomore Olivia Rogers, and Freshman Rebecca Groeger

Everybody has his or her own scene. Artists are most comfortable 
in the art room, singers are most comfortable in the choir room, mu-
sicians are most comfortable when they are in their own element and 
playing their music, athletes are most comfortable on the court or field, 
and speech and debate members are most comfortable when delivering 
their pieces of work. 

On Jan. 20 it did not matter where you were most comfortable, it 
mattered that you were having fun at the 2017 Snoball Dance.  The eve-
ning started at 8:00 p.m. in gym three where people started to gather to 
have a fun time with all of their friends. 

As the night went on the Snoball princesses were announced by 
Principal Biesiot and crowned by Assistant Principal Williams. From 
the Freshman Class the princess was Rebecca Groeger, the Sophomore 
Class princess was Olivia Rogers, the Junior Class princess was Saige 
VanTassel, and the last princess from the Class of 2017 was Rose Losey. 

Then the night continued on. This night will hold many different 
memories for many different people depending on who you ask. The 
point of Snoball is to make memories with friends that one will have 
forever. 

The dance ended at 11:00 p.m. and that is when everyone went their 
separate ways after making all the memories that they could.
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With wrestling season coming to an end, it has been filled with hard 
work and determination. With a bigger group than there normally is on 
the wrestling team, they have 14 this year. Dylin Johnson say, “it’s a 
big change from last year but it is really nice being able to fill up weight 
classes and being able to compete with our teams in duals and team 
points. it brings a lot of new competition and expectations to the team” 
Dylin is one of the team captains of the team and is currently 5 in the 
state in class B at 132 and is determined to go all the way to state and 
win it all. Colton Radensleben is the only senior on the team and the 
other captain but his season was cut short due to injury. The team was 
in hot spring in dual against spearfish when his left shoulder dislocated. 
“I didn’t know what happened right away but I knew something was 
wrong with my shoulder because it was lower than my other.” Colton 
says, “It’s heartbreaking that I can’t finish my senior year and not ac-
complish my dream of becoming a state champion, but I have to look 
on the bright sight and that is to help my teammates become better.” 
Before the injury, Colton was 7-16.  After high school, Colton wishes to 
go into the military after his shoulder heals. Carson Pinske recently won 
the Black Hills Pioneer athlete of the week. He is having a great sea-
son. He is currently 15-7 and wishes to become a state champion in his 
weight class. The wrestling team has one more home tournament Feb-
ruary 11. It is the Back Hills Conference. This is the first time in many 
years it has been held here. So go out and support the wrestling team!

Wrapping up the Wrestling Season
By Chris Lipp

Carson Pinske looking to make a move.

Dylin Johnson waiting for action.Colton Radensleben escaping trouble.
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Drama Club Prepares for One-Act Play

Dan Rynders, Megan Snow, Brianna Pfei-
ffer, and Baylie Trevino practice their lines 
to prepare for the play.

By Will Pearson
After weeks of preparation, the Drama Department performed “Hap-

py Birthday, Dear Grandpa.” The play was performed under the direc-
tion of Ms. Barbara Fosheim, and with the technical help of Mr. Oliver 
Burgoyne. The first performance was for the general public on Mon-
day, Jan. 23. The second performance was on Tuesday, Jan. 24 and was 
during SRB for students who wanted to attend. Many students attended 
both performances, which were both located in the LDHS auditorium. 

 The students participating were Kaeler Quenzer as Amber Hart-
ley, Dan Rynders as Abner Skaminski, Baylie Trevino as Kate Hart-
ley, Brianna Pfeiffer as Frankie Hartley, Carolyn Groeger as Mrs. Kelly, 
Grace Campbell as Police Officer 1, Nik Scott as Police Officer 2, Me-
gan Snow as Detective Macy, and Will Pearson as Walter Hartley. The 
plot centers around a cranky old man who believes that his grandchil-
dren are attempting to kill him off for his inheritance. 

 The students and advisors took the play to the Regional Com-
petition in Belle Fourche on Thursday, Jan. 26 and three of the partici-
pating students (Kaeler Quenzer, Carolyn Groeger, and Baylie Trevino) 
took home Outstanding Actor awards, but the play didn’t make it to the 
State Competition, although Spearfish and Hill City did. The actors in-
volved were met with much praise and also some criticism during the 
critiquing of the play. 

 In conclusion, the play was well-received by the student body 
and all of the actors involved performed “magnificently,” said Maddie 
Andersen. However, the play didn’t make it to the State Competition. 

Kaeler Quenzer, Will Pearson, and Brianna Pfeiffer celebrate after the excitement of the days events.
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Brianna Pfeiffer and Baylie Trevino both take a turn at doctoring Grandpa’s coffee.

Nik Scott, Grace Campbell, and Megan Snow 
investigate the neighbors claim that some-
thing happened to Grandpa. Dan Rynders and Will Pearson gather for a birthday party.
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The senior project is a large part of the senior year. The senior ex-
perience requires each student to complete four separate parts of their 
chosen project known by some as the four P’s; a paper, product, port-
folio, and presentation. This project takes the greater part of the year 
for most seniors and is one of the major determining factors of wheth-
er or not a senior is ready to graduate and move onto college. Howev-
er, on occasion there are students who choose to graduate at the end of 
the first semester rather than the last. 

There are four students who plan to graduate by Jan. 12, 2017. Da-
mon Perry, Natalie Pinske, Ashley Belmontes, and Trevor Paine. Each 
of these students still have to complete the senior project and do the 
same amount of work every other student has to do but will do it in 
half the time most seniors get. These students opted to graduate early 
and complete their senior projects sooner. “I’m just ready to move on 
to what’s next,” stated Natalie Pinske, “I had enough credits to gradu-
ate early at the end of last year so I decided it would be well worth it to 
get done in January so I have more time to focus on my life. I’m ready 
to see more of what the world has to offer and I’m looking forward to 
college and whatever life has to hold. I will also take three online dual 
credit classes next semester through BHSU.”

These students will still walk with their graduating class and will still 
be able to attend school functions such as prom. Some are also eligible 
for dual enrollment still as they are still part of the school system un-
til they walk the stage. The senior projects for these students was held 
on the last day of semester testing and was after the last test was tak-
en. This option is right for some people, but for others graduating early 
seems like a huge task and something that scares them, but others see 
it as an opportunity.

This is not the only time students can graduate early either. Many 
students may graduate a year early if school officials approve the deci-
sion and the student has the right qualifications. During the 2015-2016 
year, Lillie Niemeyer and Willow Hansen both graduated a year early 
instead of waiting until 2017 to graduate with their peers.

Early Graduates Celebrate 
By Natalie Pinske

Everyone who has been to Deadwood 
South Dakota can agree that it is a beautiful 
town. However, it is a small town and other 
than a few small notations here and there in 
media, the area doesn’t get much media atten-
tion. But in the January 2017 edition of True 
West Magazine Deadwood was named “The 
best place to live like an Old West cowboy” 
and “The best in the west 2017.” 

The article in the national magazine gives 
credit to not only Deadwood’s beautiful scen-
ery, but to the many events that take place in 
town, including the Days of ’76 Rodeo and Pa-
rade, the Trial of Jack McCall, and the variety 
of tours around town, anything from haunt-
ed hotels and cemeteries to museums and sci-
ence centers. Deadwood has been a destination 
town for many years and is currently improv-
ing tourist information centers by building a 
new visitor center as visitors enter town. 

Deadwood also earned the name “The Best 
Architecturally Preserved Western Town.” 
Deadwood’s historic preservation is very 
prominent around town and thanks to the pres-
ervation of the town and many of the artifacts 
found, Deadwood is a place where tourists can 
visit and enjoy their time. It’s a place where the 
Old West truly comes to life and is one of the 
last small towns that genuinely embodies the 
Old West and its character.

Deadwood Recieves 
National Recognition
By Natalie Pinske

Natalie Pinske Senior Picture

Franklin Hotel, downtown Deadwood
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What if you didn’t have to take semester tests?
By Jaci Petsch

Are students mo-
tivated not to take se-
mester tests? Moti-
vating students to do 
their best and to show 
up for class might re-
ward the school as 
well as the students. 
Other schools have a 
policy stating that if a 
student only misses 
one or two days of the 
class and has an 87% 
or higher the student 
will not have to take 
semester tests. These 
schools believe this 
would improve the 
student’s grade and 
motivate him or her 
to get the best grades 
possible and not miss 
so many days. Stu-
dents taking indepen-
dently paced cours-
es will take the final 
exam at the conclu-

sion of all necessary 
coursework, regard-
less of attendance or 
current grade.  Se-
mester tests can be 
stressful for many 
students who try to 
cram studying for 
work they have been 
learning all semester. 
Some students strug-
gle with anxiety and 
they stress out over 
tests. If a student were 
to have a good grade 
in the class all quarter 
and take a final exam, 
which differentiates 
on the percentage and 
weight of the grade, 
but might not do well 
on an exam, it could 
possibly drop them a 
whole letter grade or 
more.

Speaking with 
some of the teachers 

about how they felt 
about semester ex-
ams might help oth-
ers understand how 
other people feel 
about semester ex-
ams as teachers giving 
them. Dr. Bree Oat-
man, said, “Teachers 
should be teaching 
and grading for mas-
tery. “Semester exams 
help students prepare 
for college and the 
future, which is im-
portant, but I do not 
like giving students 
an exam weighted as 
20% of the final grade 
and basically using 
the weight of how to 
get a certain grade by 
a magical/arbitrary 
date in time.” Oatman 
also sharedthoughts 
on how others learn. 
For one example she 

said, “What if you 
master the period-
ic table in a week 
and another student 
needs a month or two 
months. Does it mat-
ter?” “ I think assess-
ment is valuable at 
certain benchmarks. 
Semester tests seem 
strange to me person-
ally if I am going to 
give a quarter exam 
and quarter grade. 
But teachers have the 
flexibility to decide 
how to manage that.” 
Another faculty mem-
ber  Mrs. Betty Camp-
bell, said, “If a stu-
dent holds an A or B 
in a class, that would 
be nice to give them 
the option. I like the 
fact that students still 
have to take a test in 
some of their class-

es.  I think taking se-
mester tests in high 
school will help stu-
dents out more in col-
lege.  With that said, 
I do like the idea of 
motivating students 
to do well so they 
don’t have to take all 
of their tests.” Camp-
bell went to Harris-
burg when she was 
young and said their 
policy was “if you 
had to have an aver-
age of an A for both 
quarters then you 
got to opt out of tak-
ing the test.” Differ-
ent schools have dif-
ferent ideas and rules 
on semester tests so 
there could be other 
options for the Lead-
Deadwood School 
District to consider.

Jared Aman focusing on taking one of his semester tests.
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Starting the season strong, the LDHS Boys Basketball team have 
fallen to a ten game losing streak. The losing streak started with the 
game against Newcastle. On December 20, the Lead-Deadwood Gold-
iggers matched up against the Newcastle Dogies. The first quarter was 
back and forth between the two teams. At the end of the 1st quarter, the 
score was Newcastle 16 and Lead-Deadwood 15. Moving into the second 
quarter, the Diggers were able to strike first from a made three pointer. 
The Dogies responded quickly, getting their shots to fall. At the end of 
the 2nd quarter, the Dogies were up 26 to a Lead-Deadwood’s 22. After 
half time the Diggers were never able to get on top and ended up los-
ing 52-50. After the loss to Newcastle, Lead-Deadwood was looking to 
bounce back against the Sundance Bulldogs. The Diggers went into the 
half leading the Bulldogs 20-19. Throughout the rest of the game the 
Diggers and Bulldogs were neck and neck with each other. The game 
came down to a last second shot that Sundance was able to make. The 
Diggers lost 41-40. Moving on from that game the Digger squared up 
against the Strurgis Scoopers. The first half went really well for the Dig-
gers as they went into the half tied up against the Scoopers 28-28. After 
the half the Scoopers jumped ahead and were able to stay ahead giving 
Lead-Deadwood Digger their third loss of the season. The losing streak 
continued for the Diggers when they took on the Belle Forche Broncs 
and lost 52-31. Coming of the loss to the Broncs, the Diggers lost to the 
Douglas Patriots 72-20 and then to the Custer Wildcats 55-51. The Dig-
ger then headed to Hill City to take on the Rangers and lost 29-48. STM 
then handed the Diggers their eigth lost 72-29. The Digger were then 
looking to redeem themselves agaisnt the Rangers once again, but came 
up sort and lost 69-49. After the loss to the Rangers, the Diggers trav-
eled down to Hot Springs to take on the Bison. The Diggers started off 
hot but in the end they lost 63-55. The Diggers then had their shot to 
take on the Belle Fourche Broncs and redeem themselves. The Diggers 
worked hard but lost  

Boy’s Basketball Still in the Works
By Zach Murray

Chris Lipp finishes a contested layup for two.

Jacob Alley finishes for two.Max Nelson works his way around an opponent.
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Lady Diggers take it to the court
By Jared Aman and Jaci Petsch

The record of the Lady Digger basketball team is 1-6. But, the lady’s basketball team has played Newcastle, where the 
ladies played them at home and lost to them. Then Lead Deadwood played Sundance in the State Line Shootout, which 
was held in Sundance and lost again. Next, the Lady Diggers moved on to playing Bennett County and were defeated. 
Then on Jan. 3rd, LDHS played Sturgis where the ladies had good effort, but did end up losing. The girls now move on 
and head to Belle Fourche, where the Lady Diggers hope to get a win.  After playing Belle Fourche on Jan. 5th, the ladies 
did lose which now makes the girls record 1-7. When player Jaci Petsch was asked, Jaci said that the team are not get-
ting the wins that the team wants to, but the team is coming closer together and getting better overall. Jaci also said that 
shooting free-throws towards the end of the game can be crucial if the lady diggers can’t make them. The next game is 
on Jan. 9th and the Diggers will be playing the Douglas Patriots @ home where the Lady Diggers will hope to get a win.   
The  girls are thinking positively looking through the rest of the season. 

The Lady Diggers stuck with the Lady patriots til the third quarter when the Patriots took the lead. Trying to catch 
up the diggers fell with a loss to the lady patriots. Next game on the roster was the Hill City Lady Rangers in Lead. As a 
tough battle with the Rangers before the lady diggers were excited to see what this game might bring. The whole game 
was a constant game going back and forth being the leader and the followers on the scoreboard. Having a close record 
with the lady rangers made for a tight game between the two teams. The final score came up to be 29-36 with a few last 
shots made by the rangers. Next, the lady diggers went to Rapid City to face the number one ranked team for class A the 
St. Thomas Moore Cavaliers. The lady cavaliers took the win past the lady diggers on January 17th. On Jan 19th the lady 
diggers faced the lady rangers again at home this game. Hill City made more shots this game taking them into another win 
past the lady diggers with a score of 32-49. On the road again with the lady diggers going to face the Hot Springs lady 
bison on Saturday, Jan 21st. Getting some good steals and easy shots in the beginning of the game the lady diggers get a 
good lead in the first half against the lady bison. Playing hard throughout the whole game led the lady diggers with a win 
against the lady bison with a score of 40-20. As the season progresses the lady diggers are always getting better in every 
aspect of the game. The girls are still adjusting to a new program and coach but they are taking it well. Being half way 
done with the season the girls look to try and pick up some more wins til the end of the season. 

Jaci Petsch dribbling past 
her defender.

Rebecca Groeger slowing 
down her dribble to set up 
offence. 
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 A jacket was left in room 304 (Ms Loeffen’s room) 
around the beginning of December. The jacket has lime 
green inside the hood, animal hair all over the jacket, 
black sleeves, and a lime green zipper. The front of the 
jacket is mostly heather gray, as is the hood. It is a Shawn 
White jacket size 16, extra-large. There is a circular patch 
on the front left shoulder, the patch says mountain music 
movement and has a W trademark. If not claimed by Feb. 
1, it will be put in the lost and found. When picked up, 
it needs to be washed. and then it can be worn for many 
more weeks during these cold winter months. it is inside 
Loeffen’s door, just stop in and grab it.

Jacket in Room 304

Lost Jacket Needs Owner
By Shanda Madsen

STEM class watching a presentation from 
SDSMT student

For the STEM research semester 
test the class had to do projects. Zoe 
Keehn and Gavin Haefs studied the ex-
traction of alpha and beta acids in hops 
for the inhibition of water borne fungi. 
Keehn and Haefs worked with the fish 
hatcheries in South Dakota. The fish 
hatcheries have had a shockingly high 
mortality rate in eggs and fish. So these 
students wanted to see if there was a 
way to help the mortality rate.

Johnathan Blake Ingham made Ro-
bots that are capable of solving puz-
zles based on the designs of the puz-
zles. First trying to build a robot 
that can play chess Ingham decided to 
change it to trying to solve puzzles like 
a Rubik’s cube for example.

Zoe Frauen was investigating an-

ti-microbial properties of acne medi-
cine. Frauen wanted to see how much 
acne medicine was really effective. By 
doing this Frauen put the medicine on 
bacteria and waited 48 hours to see 
what would happen to them.

Shanda Madsen is helping soil ero-
sion with plants. Is testing how to stop 
soil erosion with plants.

Tavner Grimsrud made a Mine-
craft game to use in the schools. Grim-
srud built a world in Minecraft to 
learn chemestry.

Emily Fox made berry powered 
solar cells. She wanted to be able to 
charge her phone with no power.

Kaylyn Taborski was finding the 
concentration of Vitamin C in different 
juices using fluorescence and spectros-

copy. Taborski took an unknown sub-
stance and tried to find how much Vi-
tamin C was in it. Taborski had freshly 
squeezed orange juice and 100% juice, 
orange juice. Taborski did this to see 
what the differences were in these 
products.

On Tuesday Jan 10 the STEM class 
went to the visitor center where peo-
ple from the community could go and 
see what the class was working on. 
Dr. Bree Oatman invited some of the 
students from South Dakota School of 
Mines and Technology to go to the vis-
itor center and look at the projects. The 
students from SDSMT also brought a 
couple of their own presentations.

STEM class presents semester projects
By Shanda Madsen
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Art Club is a club consisting of high school students who are passion-
ate about art and are looking to fit as much creativity into their daily life 
as possible. Art Club makes it possible to broaden your artistic horizon 
beyond what is possible in the school setting. It is a place for students to 
engage in creative projects outside of the common classroom scene where 
they can do art projects in a more individual setting, while still receiving 
direction from somebody to help them grow and develop their abilities.

Under the guidance of the high school art teacher, Mr. Oliver Bur-
goyne, students who love art are given opportunities to express their cre-
ativity and do things with art for our school and community. The main 
purpose of Art Club is to create a friendly community of artistic students 
to learn from each other, grow, and create as individuals in a nonjudg-
mental and respectful environment. Art Club promotes and emphasizes 
appreciation for art and encourages students to explore and advance their 
artistic abilities as an individual.

In previous years, Art Club has done various different projects and 
this year is no different! Art Club is not lacking in projects and ideas to 
accomplish during the last Semester of this school year. During the up-
coming semester, one of the projects Art Club hopes to achieve is to paint 
some murals along the walls of the art room. The Art Club is also usual-
ly in charge of doing the artwork, stage props, and sets in all of the plays 
throughout the year performed by the drama club.

Midway through the season, speech and 
debate team members continue to progress 
their performance skills and develop their 
pieces while engaging in intense compe-
titions throughout the rest of the season, 
which comes to a close at the end of Febru-
ary. Under the guidance of head coach Ms. 
Shirlene Joseph and assistant coach Dr. Bree 
Oatman, the season is going smoothly.

Katie Tieman, one of the copresidents 
of the team, was recently interviewed about 
the season. “The main focus of the team 
right now is to prepare for the National 
Qualifiers meet; we have four or five meets 
before the qualifier. We just focus on really 
stepping up the game.” Tieman continuous-
ly expressed her excitement for the upcom-
ing National Qualifiers meet. “I personally, 
am looking forward to the National Qualifi-
ers meet where the most competition is. It’s 
interesting to see what other states are cur-
rently doing in their styles.” The National 
Qualifiers meet gives performers a chance 
to qualify to compete against other perform-

ers at the national level next summer. It is 
a three-day long competition where some 
of the most talented performers from South 
Dakota, Colorado, and Wyoming will meet 
to compete. It will be held at the end of 
February in Cheyenne, WY. Tieman said, 
“My favorite thing about speech and debate 
is making a whole new group of friends that 
are like family. I have learned so much from 
speech and debate. It has really helped me 
with anxiety and insecurities about speak-
ing in front of an audience. You also get to 
see so much talent from other performers, 
it’s crazy.”

The team has managed to rack up sev-
eral wins this season. Tieman said, “The 
season is going great! We just finished off 
state in Harrisburg and we all did really 
well.” The team triumphed in Storytelling, 
Drama, and Readers Theatre in Harrisburg 
during December. The speech and debate 
team strives to keep meeting their goals and 
become better as they carry on the success-
ful season.

Speech and Debate Team Cont inues To  Have a 
Successfu l  Season
By Shelbee Hopkins

By Shelbee Hopkins
A r t  C l u b  P l a n s  P r o j e c t s

Zoe Fruan, Mara Jacobs, Ember Adkins, Zoe 
Keehn, and Kaite Tieman posing for a pho-
to after a long hard day. Photo taking by 
Garret Kiefer
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On Feb. 8 2017, the LDHS students who are active in 
the music education at this school will be traveling to Rap-
id City to perform their solos and ensembles that they have 
been working on for the past couple of months. 

For the choir students, they will be performing solos 
with the accompaniment of Mr. Dean Peterson. Not only 
do the choir students have solos to sing but there are also 
a couple of duets that will be sung at this year’s contest.  

The solos are picked out months in advance so that 
the singer has time to prepare the piece. The piece not 
only needs to be memorized and be prepared note wise 

but you must also practice it enough so that you can tell 
the story behind the words. When you sing your solo you 
have to make the emotional connection behind the song 
that you are singing and know the notes that you are go-
ing to be singing. 

Then the Band students that will also be going to 
solo/ensemble contest. For band there are solos that will 
be performed as well as duets, trios, and a lot of ensem-
bles. This is an opportunity for students who would like 
to show what their talents have been working on for mul-
tiple months. 

By Gracie Kosters 
Students Prepare For The Solo And Ensemble Contest 
Gracie Kosters practices her solo with Mr. Dean Peterson.
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Drama Class Makes Costumes 
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Student council’s state convention is coming soon! Student coun-
cil has been working hard to earn money to go to the state convention 
held on April 9 through 11 in Rapid City.

The student council committee has been working hard all year to 
make sure this year’s convention will be the best one yet! Committee 
members have signed up to work concessions, the trunk and treat, the 
dessert auction, and for many other events that have happened through-
out the year to earn money for food, hotel rooms, and transportation. 
Student council members are lucky that the convention will be in Rap-
id City, since they will not have to raise as much money as they have 
had to in the past when it was held in Pierre, SD. 

Each member is required to have five hours of participating in stu-
dent council activities so that they can attend. Most members have ac-
complished these five hours. Members also will have to $55 fee for at-
tending. This $55 dollars helps pay for the rooms and the transportation. 

While the convention is still a couple months away the student 
council members are using this time to finalize dates and details includ-
ing what time they will leave, where they will eat, what hotel they will 
stay in, and who is planning to attend the state convention. There is a 
meeting this month on Feb. 22 to talk more about the convention and 
finalize these details. 

Love was truly in the air at LDHS on Valentine’s Day. Thanks to the 
Art Club and Student Council, decorative candy boxes and roses were 
available for people to purchase for friends and loved ones. The day be-
gan with Mr. Oliver Burgoyne’s art club selling the candy boxes. Then 
during lunch, students Beth Hoffman and Kanicee Gilmore-Bears, de-
livered roses to their receivers. Many special gifts were exchanged be-
tween friends and couples to show their care and compassion for each 
other. Some gifts that were exchanged included candy, jewelry, cloth-
ing, cards and many other delightful items. Many pictures were taken 
among the students to hold this special day in their memories. Some of 
the students dressed in red and pink, some wore their best casual clothes 
and, others wore their everyday attire. 

 Kanicee Gilmore-Bears said, “Valentine’s Day makes you realize 
how much love is around you in your day to day life and you don’t have 
to have a boyfriend or girlfriend to celebrate. It makes you feel good 
to see other people exchange gifts and show that they love each other. 
You can just see how everyone cares for each other and it is so cute.” 

A few teachers and students shared their love and care through not 
only our hearts but also our stomachs. Some students baked for their 
teachers and close friends. LDHS teacher Ms. Amanda Towry baked 
chocolate chip and peanut butter cookies for her students. Many oth-
er teachers including Ms. Kim Loeffen shared their treats with others to 
show their appreciation and care. Laughs, hugs, and smiles were spread  
around the school the entire day and it left good vibes throughout the 
whole school.  

Student Council Goes To Convention
By Maddie Andersen

By Brandy Morris

Give a Rose, Get a RoseStudents of the Month

February Student of 
the Month, Junior Ar-
thur Yat Long NG

January Student of 
the Month, Senior 
Coltan Radensleben

January Student of 
the Month, Senior 
Kaeler Quenzer

February Student of 
the Month, Junior 
Hailey Trewhella
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By Will Pearson
 After a few months of preparation, the LDHS choir and band 

both performed at the Solo & Ensemble Contest in the Rapid City Civ-
ic Center on Wednesday Feb. 8. Participation was optional but strong-
ly encouraged by the respective directors, Mr. Dean Peterson and Mr. 
Maurice Dragoo. 

People participated with solos, duets, and ensembles. A total of 39 
students participated, which included 31 solos, 4 duets, and 3 other en-
sembles. 

The band performed their respective solos, duets, and ensembles at 
the HARCC on Monday Feb. 6 as practice leading up to the contest. This 
semi-recital was open to the public and many people attended. 

The band and the choir boarded the bus on Feb. 8 at right around 
7:00 and began the journey to the Civic Center. Once there, everyone 
from Lead-Deadwood congregated in the main area that all of the oth-
er participants were given to practice in. They were encouraged to go 
watch performances but not mandated to. 

After a vocal or instrumental performance, the participant or partic-
ipants were given critiques by whichever judge they were assigned to. 
After the very last performance by a LDHS student (Josh Lehman’s snare 
drum solo), students boarded the bus and headed back to the school. 
According to Dragoo, “We received all ones and twos, which is very 
impressive.” He went on to elaborate that the band regularly receives 
at least a few threes in addition to ones and twos. A one is the best that 
you can get in the Solo and Ensemble Contest.

Band and Cho i r  Per fo rms So lo  and  Ensemble  Contes t

Gracie Kosters and Katie Tieman playing their 
flutes.

Google drive has been intensely used in many people’s everyday 
life. Google drive has many features some being used for classroom as-
signments. Recently Google has been used in student’s everyday life. 
Weather that be to Google what a word is or creating presentations for 
class. Google Drive has many options within it that makes it such a great 
tool for students. Most students have Google Drive accounts connect-
ed to their emails. So, why not take advantage of every aspect Goggle 
Drive has to offer? During Loeffen’s multi-digital scrap booking class, 
Mrs. Lenessa Keehn showed the class a different part of Google Drive 
that many of the students didn’t know about. She showed the class how 
to create quizzes. 

While in Google, under new there is an option “more” where Google 
Forms is chosen. Within Google Forms, it allows people to create their 
own questions. Google Form then allows people to choose the an-
swer choice. The options range from short answer, paragraph, multiple 
choice, check boxes, scales and a few others. Using Google Forms you 
can create polls, quizzes, or tests. While creating the quizzes or whatever 
It may be being created Google docs allows the creator to add pictures 
to their questions. Also when the person is done creating their quiz they 
can change the color or design of the quiz to make it more appealing 
to the person taking the quiz. Google Form could be useful for teachers 
who create their own quizzes. Once again Google Drive has shown the 
useful uses it a holds. 

Google Helps Students In Class
By Maddie Andersen

Dual Credit Offers New 
Opportunities
By Gracie Kosters

Dual Credit allows students to get ahead in 
their college career while in high school. It al-
lows you to take college classes at a lower price 
during your high school career. It can also have 
benefits on your high school GPA, because of 
the grading system that we go by at LDHS, it 
can help your GPA more if you were to get an 
A on a college class than if you were to get and 
A on a high school class. 

Duel credit opens up many opportunities 
for those high school students who meet the 
admission standards to enroll in the institu-
tions in South Dakota so that students can si-
multaneously earn credits for not only their 
high school diploma but also to work towards 
any degree that they wish to pursue in college. 
High school students usually will have the op-
portunity to decide whether they want to take 
the class online or to commute to the near-
est college and take the class in person with a 
professor, they will have to commute to their 
class every day that their class is offered. The 
courses include college level content and sub-
ject matter as well. If you wish to seek further 
information on the subject go to sdmylife.com.



Page 4 Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017NEWS

A New Species of 
Geckos Discovered

Recently dis-
covered by scientists 
studying in Mada-
gascar, an island na-
tion off the southeast 
coast of Africa, are a 
new species of geck-
os. This new gecko 
species has yet to be 
named but is known 
for its large fish scales 
that tear away from 
its’ body freeing the 
gecko and leaving be-
hind the predator with 
a mouth full of scales 
and the gecko look-
ing like a raw piece of 

chicken. This gecko 
species is able to re-
generate its scales in a 
matter of weeks. Dur-
ing this time, they stay 
in a protected place 
until they have time 
to regenerate.  In or-
der to study this spe-
cies of geckos, scien-
tists need to use soft 
material, such as cot-
ton or wool upon cap-
turing the gecko to 
avoid startling it so 
that it doesn’t shed 
its scales. Trying to 
capture these geck-
os presents research-
ers with a challenge. 

While other geckos 
are capable of drop-
ping their tail to es-
cape a predator, this 
new found species 
can swiftly shed a 
large patch of skin in-
creasing its chance of 
survival when threat-
ened by prey.

  Discovering 
and studying these 
“Geckolepis megal-
epis” may be able to 
cross over to human 
medicine. It is quite 
remarkable that these 
geckos are able to re-
generate new scales 
so quickly after be-

ing shed. The scale 
regeneration process 
requires of great deal 
of energy of their bod-
ies. After further re-
search, some of the 
same principles might 
be able to be applied 
to human medicine 
and the human body’s 
ability to restore and 
regenerate its own 
cellular tissue. This 
would be particularly 
valuable for burn vic-
tims. 

When humans 
suffer third and fourth 
degree burns, they 
have connective tis-

sue damage with se-
vere scar tissue and 
frequently need to 
undergo multiple skin 
grafting procedures 
that often include the 
use of synthetic mate-
rial to cover the scar 
tissue. 

If scientists were 
able to discover a 
way that the human 
body could regener-
ate without scarring 
the inner and outer-
most layer of skin, 
much like this gecko 
species does, it would 
be a miraculous med-
ical advancement.

By Shelbee Hopkins

By Shelbee Hopkins

Scientists Discover New Gecko Species

Getting exposure to real life appli-
cation of learned skills is as valuable 
to a student as learning material in a 
classroom environment. Mrs. Peggy 
Moreno, Spanish teacher at LDHS, is 
giving a few of her students a chance 
to apply what they have learned in the 
classroom in real life when she leads a 
group of five students to Mexico, along 
with four parents and her husband 
Lalo. Mrs. Moreno was interviewed to 
gain some insight on what kind of ac-
tivities are planned for this year’s trip 
to Mexico.

Mrs. Moreno continuously ex-
pressed her excitement for this year’s 
trip to Mexico. “The best part is seeing 
my students’ reactions to all of their 
new experiences.” Moreno led her first 
trip to Mexico with the school in 1998 
and since then she has gone on eight 
student trips between Mexico, Spain 
and Costa Rica. Moreno expressed that 
Acapulco, a beach resort on Mexico’s 

Pacific coast, is Mrs. Moreno’s favorite 
place to visit as she and her husband 
have spent a lot of time there.

The trip will start in Mexico City, 
with a population of 8,918,653 based 
on 2016 government figures, by which 
the population exceeds that of New 
York City and Los Angeles. “There we 
will see the National Palace, Chapulte-
pec Park, the National Museum of An-
thropology, the Basilica of Guadalupe 
and the pyramids of Teotihuacan”, 
Mrs. Moreno says. Following Mexico 
City they will board a plane and fly 
to Oaxaca to visit an alebrijes factory, 
which are hand carved wooden figures 
that are then painted, the ancient city 
of Mitla, and the tree of Tule, which is 
2,500 years old. The final travel point 
is Puerto Escondido, located on the 
Pacific coast. Here students will have 
an opportunity to snorkel if they desire 
or just relax on the beach. 

The trip will last ten days total, 

from June eighth to the seventeenth. 
Students will be able to apply what 
they have learned in Spanish class 
by getting to interact with the people 
and culture of Mexico while visiting. 
They will be able to sample Mexican 
cuisine, that includes but is not lim-
ited to, wheat, rice, beans, tomatoes, 
corn, chili peppers and chorizo, which 
is a type of pork sausage. When Mrs. 
Moreno was asked what her favorite 
Mexican dish is she replied, “Wow! 
That is a tough one. There are so many 
things that I like! I will say Pozole. It is 
a soup that consists of pork and hom-
iny. (big corn kernels) Then you add 
lettuce, onions, radishes, hot sauce and 
oregano”. In addition to sampling the 
Mexican food, students will be able 
to apply their Spanish speaking skills 
and test the water by making an effort 
to communicate in the fluent Spanish 
speaking culture. The trip will create 
memories to last a lifetime.

Students Prepare to Travel to Mexico
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This semester at LDHS in Mr. Tom Tieszen’s Human Anat-
omy class, the class is dissecting cats to see how a cat’s body 
works and functions. 

The day the class got their cats they started by taking the 
thick skin off the cat. Some of the cats were easier to cut open, 
as some of the skin was not as thick as other cats. Once done 
with taking the skin off, they began learning what parts of a 
cat. Students work through papers and worksheets labeling 
parts of the cat. They will continue to dissect the cat for the 
rest of the semester breaking it down more and more each 
day, revealing more and more about the cat and the functions 
of its body.

Mr. Tieszen’s Class Dissects Cats
By Zach Murray 

Riley Stokes and Jacob Alley dissecting their 
cat. 
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Lady Diggers Wrap Up The Season

Lady diggers wrap season up Feb 20 in regionals losing to Custer. 
After playing the Lady Bison, the Lady Diggers traveled to play the Red 
Cloud Lady Crusaders and lost 19-42. Another game was held in Lead 
on Jan 31 facing the Spearfish Lady Spartans. Fighting through all the 
physicality and the tough battle with the Lady Spartans, they lost the 
long battle. The ladies still try and improve through all these games in 
a row. Going all the way to Philip, the Lady Diggers lost to the Lady 
Scotties. Having a rescheduled game with Belle Fourche on Feb 6 the 
ladies look to fight a hard fight with the Lady Broncs. The Lady diggers 
fought a hard fight as they wanted but came up a little short of the win 
losing 54-23. After, the Lady Bison traveled from Hot Springs to Lead 
to face the Lady Diggers. 

The Lady Diggers took care of business with a win of 53-46. Wind-
ing down to the last few games, Rapid City Christian traveled to Lead 
for another game. The Lady Diggers played hard together and won the 
game 54-22. Three days later the Lady Diggers travel to Custer to play 
the last game of the regular season. The Lady Diggers led by one point 
in the first quarter, then lost the lead in the second quarter going into 
the second half letting the Custer Wildcats take the win 44-22. Be-
ing ranked 6th in the region the Lady Diggers play the 3 ranked Custer 
Wildcats in the first round of playoffs. On Monday, Feb 20 the Lady 
Diggers traveled back to Custer to play another physical game against 
the wildcats. Battling with the Lady Wildcats all game the Lady Digger 
came short of the win losing 34-50 wrapping up the 2016-2017 bas-
ketball season.

Natalie Janssen attacks baseline.

Baseball season is right around the corner and the boys 
could not be any more excited. With a short but packed sea-
son of 15 games, they do not have a lot of time for practice, so 
they have to figure it out fast and be perfect. With seniors Max 
Nelson, Dillon Burns, Colt Bradley, Tyler Borsch, and Kristian 
Hanna, this will be their last season on the diamond. Dillon 
Burns discussed what he wants out of his senior year, he said, 
“I want the baseball team to become a family! I really want to 
see my teammates succeed and grow on and off the diamond. 
I would love to go to state with this team/family. I would not 
want to be on any other team. Even if we do not make it to 
state this year, I know I will remember this baseball season for 
the rest of my life and my brothers I played with!” The first 
two games will be against Sturgis on March 24 and 30 in Stur-
gis. The baseball team also a lot of traveling to do this season. 
They will have to travel to Tea, Platte, and Bennett County. 
Bennett County will be necessary win after losing to them in re-
gionals last year and during Legion baseball. The baseball team 
only has five home games this year so make sure, you come on 
down to deadwood, enjoy the sun, spit some sunflower seeds 
and support the team! 2015-2016 Baseball Team.

Baseball Season Underway
By Chris Lipp

By Jaci Petsch
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Boys Basketball Season Enters Region Competition 
By Zach Murray

On February 7, the Lead-Deadwood Gold-Diggers headed to Bison, 
South Dakota to take on the Bison Cardinals. After losing several games 
in a row, the Diggers were looking to bounce back and get out of the 
slump they were in. 

Starting the game, the Diggers were slow and were not able to put 
the ball in the basket, but made up for it will their outstanding defense. 
At the end of the first half the Diggers were down 20-22. Coming out 
of the break the Diggers were able to catch some fire and started shoot-
ing a lot better and their defense was still outstanding. They were fi-
nally able to overcome all the loses and come up with a win, winning 
50-41. Max Nelson was able to lead the Diggers with 14 points, 8 re-
bounds, and 3 assists. 

After the game against the Cardinals, the Diggers matched up against 
the Custer Wildcats once again after losing to them the first time 55-51 
and the Diggers were seeking revenge. The Diggers went into halftime 
tied up with the Wildcats 26-26. Coming out from the break the Diggers 
started slow but were still able to hang with the Wildcats for a while. 
The Wildcats pulled ahead getting their selves a 10-point lead. The Dig-
gers were not able to come back and lost 51-42

Coming out from the loss to Custer the Digger would hold a game 
at home against Rapid City Christian Comets. The game was their last 
game at home of the regular season and it was also senior night. The 
three seniors (Brett Mattson, Max Nelson, and Caleb Percy) of the team 
were recognized at the beginning of the game. As the Diggers fought 
hard and the seniors gave it their all, the Diggers ended up losing 61-49. 
They ended their season 4-16 and will head into regions with their first 
game against the Hot Springs Bison.

Brett Mattson looks to pass the ball.

Chris Lipp finishes for two. Zach Murray shooting the corner three.
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Feb 11 the wrestlers competed at the Black Hills Conference 
meet taking on other areas in the Blacks Hills at 9 out of the 10 
lead deadwood wrestlers place. Freshman Max Johnson placing 
2, 8 grader Dawson Janke placing 4, sophomore Carson Pinske 
placing 1, sophomore Trinity Brady placing 2,  8 grader Gage 
Mau placing 3,  junior Dylin Johnson placing 2, junior Wyatt 
Hess placing 4, junior Brigham Williams placing 2, and fresh-
man Robbie Lester placing 2. Lead deadwood placing third over-
all with 133 points.   Dylin Johnson is pumped about the younger 
guys placing, “It’s really good for the future program,” he said. 

The wrestlers only have regional which is on the 18 of Feb 
and the state tournament on the 24 and 25 of Feb. Dawson Jan-
ke place 3rd at regionals, Carson Pinske place 4th, Dylin John-
son placed 4th, and Max Johnson placed 4th at regionals. All of 
them moving on to state.

Lead-Deadwood represented with 2 placing wrestlers. Dy-
lin Johnson placing eighth and Carson Pinske placing seventh.

Wrestling Season Ends
By Chris Lipp

Dylin Johnson getting ready for the win!

Carson Pinske shaking hands with the opponent.



222222222

N
U

G
G

ET
LD   
H

S
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

, M
ar

ch
 2

9, 
20

17
Vo

lum
e 9

2, 
Iss

ue
 6

L
ea

d-
D

ea
dw

oo
d 

H
ig

h 
S

ch
oo

l
32

0 
S

ou
th

 M
ai

n 
S

t. 
L

ea
d,

 S
D

Leikvold Names Peterson Teacher of The Year 
By Gracie Kosters 

A great teacher builds confidence, creativity, character, and dreams, 
makes learning fun, touches our hearts, and changes our lives forever. Anon-
ymously said, but the truest thing that will ever be read. This quote is prov-
en by the example that Mr. Peterson has set throughout his teaching career. 
He has touched more lives and hearts that can even begin to be explained. 
If you are to go into his classroom at any time of the day you will general-
ly find his students in his classroom because he has made it a safe area that 
his students love to be. There is always laughter and singing to be heard, al-
ways filling the room. When you ask some of his choir students what choir 
means to them, they say “It means inspiration and ways of expressing your-
self and we have gotten to experience that because of Mr. Peterson and the 
environment that he has made for us within the walls of the choir room.” 
The time that Mr. Peterson takes with each one of his students has a ma-
jor outcome when you look at the his students and the connection that he 
has made with each and every one of us. Being as someone who had him 
as my first choir teacher in kindergarten and then having him from 6 grade 
to my junior year, he is very deserving of this award. He takes the time to 
not only do the job of having all of us perform the music, but he goes above 
and beyond into taking time with every student that enters his classroom. 
And that is why on March 13 Mr. Peterson was given the award of Teacher 
of the Year for Lead-Deadwood School District. 

Mrs. Shanna Sandidge, who works in the Business Office was selected 
as district Employee of the Year.
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Lend a Helping Hand, One Hat at a Time
Pictured above are students and teachers who gave a helping hand 

in a fund raiser to help Mr. Stulken the best way that they could. The 
LDHS Student Council paired up with the LDHS staff to put on a hat 
day to raise money for the cause. Over three hundred dollars was raised 
throughout the entire school.  Students came together to help someone 
who they may know very well, or maybe have just passed by in the halls 
once or twice. LDHS has a student and staff body who care for one an-
other and strive to help one another when in need. 

Far left: Olivia Rog-
ers, Sophomore 
March Student of the 
Month. Left: Maxx 
Percy, Sophomore, 
March Student of the 
Month.

March Students of the Month
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Baseball Team Takes On Sturgis Scoopers
By Chris Lipp

The Lead Deadwood Baseball season took off March 24 to take on 
the Sturgis Scoopers. The game started at 6:30 and it was a little cold out 
for the spectators but that did not stop them from cheering on the team. 

The game started with the Diggers up to bat first. With Sturgis pitch-
er Caleb Bates facing Max Nelson. He lead the team off with a strike out, 
followed by Jack Egemo fighting off a few pitches before hitting one to 
the outfield for the first hit of the game. Chris Lipp was third up to the 
plate, after fighting off a hand full of pitches he struck out followed by a 
strike out from Dillon Burns. Then the Diggers took the field with Colt 
Bradley on the mound. Bradley started off strong striking out all three 
of the Scoopers. Bradley continued setting them down up until the 5th 
inning when right fielder Anthony Corkins barely missed a pop fly giv-
ing the runner a stand up triple. Bradley then walked the next batter, 
and then stole the next pitch. With runners on second and third. Sturgis 
pitcher Caleb Bates hit a pop fly to left fielder Chris Lipp. Lipp caught 
the fly ball but could not get it into the infield in time before the man on 
third tagged up and score. Bradley got out of the inning and stated the 
6th inning but walked a batter. Coach Bob Nelson came out for a pitch-
ing change. He put Jack Egemo in for Bradley. Egemo struck out three 
batters. The bottom of the sixth the Diggers had their 8, 9, 1 hitters up. 
The first two batters struck out. Max Nelson then was walked as well 
as Egemo. Lipp then got a hit up the middle to load the bases. Dillon 
Burns then hit a tough Ground ball to the short stop who tagged second 
to get the Scoopers out of the inning. The game ended with Lead Dead-
wood striking out the side and then they were not able to score ending 
the game. The Diggers Lost 1-0. 

Boys Basketball Comes To An End

The LDHS Boys Basketball team headed to Hot Springs to 
take on the Hot Springs Bison for a regional game, which deter-
mined if they would get a shot at state. This will be their sec-
ond time matching up against the Bison. In the previous game 
Lead-Deadwood lost 55-63. 

 The game started even as both teams were firing back 
and forth, but then the Diggers struggled and started to fall be-
hind. Nothing seemed to be working for LDHS and they contin-
ued to struggle throughout the whole game and ended up losing 
66-34. This loss put the season to an end. 

 When asked to gives some advice to the younger play-
ers Brett Mattson said, “It goes quick, so enjoy while you can 
and work hard every practice and every game.” With the sea-
son coming to an end the LDHS Boys Basketball team will be 
losing three valuable players, Guard Max Nelson, Guard Brett 
Mattson, and Forward Caleb Percy. These players gave it their 
all when the play wanted to win so much but coming up short 
in the end. These senior also showed the younger guys how to 
work hard and compete. The team is now looking forward to 
next year, improving on their strength, and playing abilities but 
overall the team in looking to get better and win.

By Zach Murray

Zach Murray shoots for three.

Bradley zips the ball in for a strike.
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On February 14, the National Honor Society committee hosted 
their annual dodgeball tournament. All the money that was raised 
went to Mr. Stulken and his family. 

There were 12 teams in the tournament. Since there were so many 
teams, they decided to seed the teams based on how they thought 
they would play. It was a fun filled night with the team Cabin Fever 
and the team Six in the semifinals, Cabin Fever beat Six in a close 
game sending them to the losers bracket. Then Six and the Wrestlers 
faced off. The winner would go to the championship against Cabin 
Fever. Once again in a close game Six won with Jacob Alley getting 
a good shot on Voegeli sending his team to the championship. Since 
Six lost once they had to beat Cabin Fever twice to win it all. To start 
it was going back and forth, until it was 2 on 1 when the clock went 
out sending it into overtime. Max Nelson went up against Jack Ege-
mo. With a little stalling and dancing going on Jack deiced to throw 
first hitting Max to win the game for Six. The second game also went 
into overtime. Six thought that since jack won the first one to throw 
him back out there. This time he went up against Brett Mattson. Brett 
did not waste any time. He threw first but the ball hit the ground 
first. He did not have a ball left so jack took his time to make sure he 
made the shot and he did so. Six won the tournament but not with-
out good sportsmanship. The 2 teams shook hands and had a good 
laugh before Mrs. Campbell handed out the golden ball for the win-
ning team to sign.

NHS would like to thank everyone who attended and helped Mr. 
Perry Stulken and his family!

National Honors Society Host Dodgeball Benefit
By Chris Lipp

Joey Ingham fires away.

The 2017 Dodgeball Champs.

The Diggers track team headed to O’Hara track 
and field to compete in many different events on 
March 24. “The track meet went well, the team 
did well,” said head track Coach Will Malde. “We 
put a lot of people in same events to see where 
they were at.” Long jump, Triple Jump, the 100 
and the 200 were the events most of the track-
sters competed in. Carolyn Groeger made state for 
pole vault, vaulting 9’. Jacob Alley placed 5th in 
triple jump, jumping 40’1’’, which is on 7’’ away 
from state.  Gavin Haefs was four-tenths of a sec-
ond away from state in the 100, and vaulted 10’6’’ 
earning him 8th place and only 6’’ away from state. 
Dan Rynders was two-tenths of a second away 
from state, Rynders took 3rd in shot put, throw-
ing 47’3’’ and only needs to throw 48’2’’, Ryn-
ders also place 5th in discus. Natalie Janssen took 
8th in long jump, Olivia Rogers took 8th in pole 
vault, and Trinity Brady took 8th in the 400 me-
ter. Hannah Campbell was only a half second off 
from state in the 100. The team is hoping to do 
better at their next meet in Douglas and hopeful-
ly get a few more state qualifiers. 

Track Competes at First Meet
By Zach Murray
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Taylor Beagle is making waves during her swimming season. Beagle 
has been swimming all her life; she registered in USA swimming when she 
was four and swam for Deadwood until ninth grade, she then switched to 
Spearfish. She has made strides as an athlete and continues to improve. 

Beagle swims for the Black Hills Gold Swimming team and recent-
ly competed in seven events in Iowa City at the Speedo Sectional Meet. 
While at this meet Beagle swam with over 800 other swimmers from 
around the United States. Beagle accomplished four personal best times 
and placed 10th in the 1000 free, where she broke the SD state record. 
She also placed 11th in the mile and 15th in the 400 IM. 

At state, Taylor continued to impress while taking 1st in the 1,000, 
500 free, and the 400 IM. She placed 2nd in the 200 free and the 200 
IM.  She placed 3rd in the 200 back and 100 free. When asked about how 
her season went, she replied “Pretty good, we got second as a team for 
percentage points at state this year so that was fun! I swam best times this 
season in quite a few events too.” 

Beagle has decided to continue her swimming career at Augustana Uni-
versity in Sioux Falls. She is looking to Augustana she said, “I’m looking 
forward to meeting new people and finding out what I want to do with 
my life as well as getting to know my new team. I have met my coaches 
and everyone on my team, they are awesome!” What she thinks will be 
the biggest change from swimming at a high school level to swimming at a 
college level? “It will be more hours in the pool plus adding weight lifting 
and a nutritional program, so all that will take some time getting used to.” 

Beagle Competes in Iowa City Speedo Sectional Meet
By Madison Andersen

A new addition is soon to be 
added to The Manuel Brothers 
Park in Lead. The renovation of the 
park will include unique outdoor 
musical instruments. The devic-
es are large-scale musical instru-
ments such as drums, chimes, and 
xylophones. They will be placed 
next to the park’s already-exist-
ing playground equipment. The 
instruments will allow children to 
express themselves through exper-
imenting with sound and promote 
the use of art as a creative outlet. 
The Lead City Commission vot-
ed to extend a temporary loan to 
a group raising money for the new 
addition to the park. Rich Quail, a 
citizen of Lead, started fund-rais-
ing last June to pay for the project. 
The first time he came across the 
large-scale musical instruments 
in a park was in Moab, Utah. He 

thought they would make a good 
addition to the Lead Park.

The company that makes the 
unique instruments, Freenotes 
Harmony Park, is in its sixteenth 
year of operation. Husband and 
wife Richard and Christy Cooke 
founded the company. When they 
founded the company, their goal 
was to give everyone the ability to 
make music with instruments that 
people can immediately play. The 
first musical park of this kind was 
created in Moab, Utah in 1995 and 
continues to function the same as it 
did after 20 years of use. Although 
some people were skeptical of the 
idea for fear that the sound of the 
instruments could become both-
ersome or too loud, according to 
the equipment manufacturer of the 
company, the sound levels created 
are not intrusive to nearby regions.

Park Renovation Includes Musical Instruments
By Shelbee Hopkins Dental Care 
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On March 13th during the second period physics class, 
Mark Hanhardt from the Sanford Lab spoke about his phys-
ics career.  He said, “To peel back the layers of the Uni-
verse and peek inside, to actually begin to grasp the funda-
mental reality that underlies our world is a thrill and such 
an incredibly personally fulfilling moment that I cannot de-
scribe it and I wish everyone could feel it once.” His amaz-
ing overview of his physics career was extremely inspiring 
for many students. Some things that drove him into physics 
included: quantum mechanics, supernova explosions, and 
even superconductive levitation! He says that he would one 
day enjoy doing a presentation on “Just Cool Stuff in Sci-
ence.” The most mysterious parts of physics they study at 
Sanford Lab includes dark matter, neutrinos, and nucle-
ar astrophysics. With dark matter he covered LUX which 

stands for Large Underground Xenon which is a dark mat-
ter detector which is pretty cool. LZ is another dark matter 
experiment. Then in Neutrinos, they study Majorana, which 
is a six-layered shield which surrounds one of their exper-
iments. DUNE stands for Deep Underground Neutrino Ex-
periment, which is an international experiment where they 
shoot neutrinos to a detector in Batavia, Illinois. In Nucle-
ar Astrophysics, they are using the CASPAR to study stars 
and their interactions that produce about half the elements 
in the Universe.  They also study many different categories 
of science in depth in chemistry, biology, and geology engi-
neering. He also explained what a career in science is like. 
He speaks of it as poetry and it is an experience. Students 
enjoyed learning more about what happens in the depths of 
the Sanford Lab. 

The 2017 golf season is here! The year starts 
with practice beginning on March 27. Golf team 
members have prepared for this season by rais-
ing enough money to purchase new jackets for 
the team, along with shirts and new golf bags. 
With Tyler Coach McGinnis leading the team  
into the new season, they expect to have a very 
good season for the Girls Golf team. The team 
is hoping to place in the top three of many tour-
naments this season.  Senior golfers relay their 
season hopes. Taylor Beagle said that this year 
she hopes to see the younger players grow to 
develop a better team for the future years. Syd-
ney Auld said that your brain is the most dan-
gerous hazard, which means that if you get in 
your head too much you won’t be able to golf 
and perform well. 

The Lady Digger Golf team is excited to 
kick off the season with the first meet in Spear-
fish on April 9. 

LDHS with the 
help of Sanford Lab 
hosted a Science Fair 
at the Handley Cen-
ter where the chemis-
try class participated. 
Some students worked 
in groups while others 
worked alone. Many 
guest judges appeared 
to constructively crit-
icize the students 
work. 

Nathaniel Uhall’s 
– project was called 
Rainbow Fire, which 
was based off of the 
element compounds 
that burn in fire-
works. The require-
ments were to have 
four elements com-
pounds and Uhall’s 
compound names 
were Boric Acid, 
Strontium Chloride, 
Sodium Chloride, and 
Copper Sulfate. He 
burned the chemicals 
to see what color they 
would make from ox-

idation of each com-
pound. Each element 
compound had a dif-
ferent color, which 
depended on the sub-
stance of the com-
pound. He figured 
out how hot they are, 
and the most efficient 
ways to put them out 
in the case of a fire 
and if it was possi-
ble to mix the com-
pounds and make dif-
ferent flame types. 

Beth Hoffman did 
a baking project. She 
determined how heat 
would affect her in-
gredients and the 
baked goods. Some 
students reviewed the 
elements of make-
up and what they can 
do to your skin and 
which products you 
should use for which 
skin type. 

The preparation 
for the science fair, 
included 2-3 weeks 

to collect information 
and set up tri-folds. 

Some students 
thought it was both 
fun and stressful. 
They learned new 
things and they got 
to choose what they 
wanted to research. 

Overall the sci-
ence fair was suc-
cessful and a few stu-
dents progressed to 
the School Of Mines 
Science Fair in Rap-
id City. 

Dr. Bree Oatman 
stated “ I think the 
fair went well and I 
was impressed with 
the turnout of parents 
and community mem-
bers.” There were 
more than 35 proj-
ects and all of the stu-
dents did a great job 
when it came to re-
search and creativity. 
Student Brianna Pfei-
ffer received the “Best 
in Show. “

Mark Handhardt Talks To LDHS Students About Physics
By Brandy Morris

Lady Diggers Start Golf
By Gracie Kosters

LDHS Hosts Science Fair 
By Brandy Morris 

Brigham Williams presents his science fair 
project to Mrs. Hansen 
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Refugees Share Experience 
with  LDHS Students
By Elissa Buckmier

Last Tuesday LDHS welcomed six refugees during SRB so students 
could listen to them and learn about their home countries and what 
brought them to the United States. 

Job Corps is a training and educational program that is free to stu-
dents. Training helps students learn a career, earn a diploma or GED, 
along with finding and keeping a good job. This opportunity is avail-
able to anyone ages 16- 24 who are ready to work for a successful fu-
ture. Students were able to hear stories from several refugees: Joyce Gi-
kundiro, Mohamed Abdulahai, Hassan Hassan, Francis Mathew, Nyo 
Men, and Grace Bizuro. 

Abdulahi told about when he survived a trip on a tiny ship. He was 
lost at sea for five days. Two of those days were without food. Ten of 
the eighty people died on the trip. Some Italian emergency ships found 
them and provided them with food and water. The surviving people 
stayed in Italy for about eight months. Abdulahi got the chance to come 
to America and he is happy to be here now. 

Hassan is a hilarious person. He did not seem to be as excited about 
being in America, but he still enjoys it. He told us how his name trans-
lated to “Nice,” along with how he is a vegan and does not like how 
Americans put cheese on everything. 

Gikundiro shared her story about how she was raped and how she 
got past that and into Job Corps. She talked about Genocide and how 
she escaped that horror.

If you have any questions regarding Job Corps, feel free to contact 
Jodi Holzer at holzer.jodi@jobcorps.org

Mohamed Abdulahi talks about being lost at 
sea.

Refugee Joyce Gikundiro speaks of her adventure to America. 
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Ally Specht King and Queen 
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Seniors are taking their final steps to graduation this month. Dur-
ing SRB, the seniors will be presenting their Senior Experience Projects. 

While many of the seniors are anxious to graduate, they are tenta-
tive about presenting their projects. I talked with Miranda Luze about 
her senior project. She conducted an animal food drive at the Twin City 
Animal Shelter. Miranda presented her project on April 24. 

Miranda was asked about the feelings she experienced the day be-
fore her presentation, she replied with, “Well right now I feel pretty 
good but by tomorrow I know I will be very nervous. I’m just excited 
to finally be done with this project I have been working all year on.” 

I then asked what her favorite part of her project was and she said, 
“I really enjoyed going to do my mentor hours at the shelter because I 
got to spend an hour just playing with the animals there.” 

Alexis Simpson had presented her presentation April 22. Alexis was 
asked about what feelings she experienced before her presentation and 
she stated, “I was very nervous before presenting but after about a min-
ute of talking during my presentation I was like oh okay this isn’t all 
that bad.” “It was a little funny because I practiced my introduction like 
twenty times during the day and I ended up saying it wrong but it was 
all okay.” She was then asked what she felt after her presentation and 
she said, “Done.” 

All the seniors who have presented have done a great job and there 
are more to come. It’s exciting to see everyone finish all their hard work. 
The senior experience projects will conclude on April 28 in the library 
and resource center.

Seniors Present Their Projects
By Maddie Andersen

April Students of the Month

Freshman Cristian Fierro receives 
the Kiwanis April Student of the 
Month honor.

Freshman Kadyn Hopkins receives 
the Kiwanis April Student of the 
Month honor.

Senior Colt Bradley presents his elk taxidermy 
for the judges.

Senior Brett Mattson gives his presentation on 
MRSA.
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This month has been filled with a lot of baseball for the LDHS 
boys. It started with the boys heading down to Hot Springs to play Hot 
Springs and Chamberlain. They ten runned-ruled both teams in the 5th 
inning to move the teams record to 2-2. April 6th the team hosted their 
first home game against Sturgis. They had a rough game and lost 15-4. 
Next, the team took off to Sioux Falls to play Tea. They had a hand-
ful of errors to start the game off giving Tea the lead. Tea held off the 
Diggers to win the game 7-0. April 13th the team went to Rapid to play 
STM. The Diggers Jumped on STM early, putting runners in scoring po-
sition but STM held them off to move to the bottom of the inning. With 
Senior Colt Bradley on the mound, he quickly struck out the first bat-
ter, popped out the second batter and struck out the next. It went back 
and forth with many strikeouts and a few hits until the top of the 5th in-
ning. Junior Thad Kulp started it off with a double. Junior Zach Murray 
next was walked. With a runner on second and first senior, Max Nel-
son bunted one to the pitcher to move the runners into score position. 
Junior Jack Egemo hit a hard ground ball between STM’s third basemen 
and shortstop, bringing in Kulp. Junior Chris Lipp struck out for the sec-
ond out of the inning. Senior, Dillon Burns was at the plate and watched 
a ball in the dirt. The catcher missed it, Murray took off and slid safely 
into home giving the diggers the 2-0 lead. The game continued out that 
way. Colt Bradley pitched the whole game allowing only two hits. Next 
was Bennett County and Platte. The Diggers took out Bennett County 
5-1 but lost to Platte 10-0. The last game of the month was April 20th 

against Hot Springs. The Diggers started slow giving Hot Springs the 3-0 
lead. Later the Diggers bounced back to win the game 15-6. The Digger 
baseball team finished the month of April with a record of 5-5. 

Digger Baseball  Rolling Along
By Chris Lipp

Wyatt Vande Velde puts the bat on the ball.

The LDHS track team has now qualified a total of 4 
people in 7 different events. Junior, Carolyn Groeger has 
now qualified state for pole vault, vaulting 10’9”, and high 
jump, jumping 5’0”. Junior, Gavin Haefs has qualified state 
in the 110 hurdles running a 15.37, and also in the 300 hur-
dles, running a 40.66. Junior, Dylin Johnson qualified state 
in pole vault, vaulting 11’6”. Senior, Dan Rynders qualified 
state for discuss, throwing 144’0”, and shot put, shot putting 
49’1.25”.  The LDHS track continues to strive to get more 
tracksters to state.  The track team will host their own meet 
on May 4th, so go out and support the Diggers.

Track Team Has a Few More State Qualifiers 
By Zach Murray

Dylin Johnson clears the bar for pole vault.

On April 20 the Lady Diggers Golf Team went to the 
Pre-region/Pre-conference meet where we took 4th as an 
overall team. The individual scores from the team were 
as follows, Taylor Beagle 86, Sydney Auld 107, Emily Fox 
105, Gracie Kosters 107, Hailey Trewhella 110. These scores 
mean very good things for the future as the team goes into 
Regions and Conference. They hope to raise their scores to 
place within the top three at regions to lock in a spot to take 
them to state. 

Girls Golf Starts The Season
By Gracie Kosters

Sydney Auld swings away.
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The time of year of dressing up, 
going to eat, taking pictures, and go-
ing to dance, it’s Prom! The theme of 
“All Around the World” made for a fun 
prom. Girls bought dresses that fit their 
personalities and particular styles. All 
the glitz and glamour made Grand 
March interesting for people to watch. 
Guys dressed up in their tuxes or suits, 
looking sharp for a night of taking their 
date to dinner. 

After dinner and pictures, the cou-
ples go to Grand March at the Home-
stake Opera House to show off how 

they look together. Many pictures 
make for a lifetime of memories. Mak-
ing memories is what high school and 
being young is all about. Next the prom 
committee crowned the prom king and 
queen. 

After Grand March the dancing 
started. Students had fun making their 
moves on the dance floor. Couples 
dancing together as the DJ plays the 
songs the students  want to hear. 

Prom gathers family for a night 
for fun and entertainment. After the 
dance, the fun begins at post prom at 

the high school. At post prom, there 
are many prizes to be chosen to win 
like a kayak, headphones, gift certifi-
cates, etc. There was an glow in dark 
air gun area in Gym 2 for people to 
compete against each other. 

There also was a wipeout obstacle 
course, jumpy house, sumo wrestling, 
inflatable balls, poker, etc for kids to 
have fun for hours upon hours.  Af-
ter post prom there was a free break-
fast for students at the CMC. Prom is a 
time of dressing up and having a night 
to remember.  

Memor ies  Crea ted  as  Prom Comes Around Aga in
By Jaci Petsch

Arthur NG escorts Alana Young. Jordy Stulken going down the 
slide at Post Prom.

Baylie Trevino, Megan Snow, and 
Kaelin O’Leary dancing away at 
prom.

Prom attendees boogie down at the dance. Brigham Williams dressing up as a sumo 
wrestler to have fun at post prom.
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Top left: Brandy Morris and her date Ethan 
Barkdull.
Top right: Gracie Kosters and her date Robbie 
Lester during Grand March.
Left bottom: Dillon Burns and his Nicole Meza.
Right Middle: Zoe Keehn and Nik Scott.
Right bottom: Mckayla Norton, Emily Fox, and 
Gracie Kosters are enjoying their evening.
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On April 27th the Arts will be performing at large group 
contest in Rapid City. The Choir will be preforming two 
pieces at the contest. The names of the two pieces are Bene-
dictus and Domine. These two particular pieces are ex-
tremely different in contrast. Domine starts out with a sur-
rounding sound that has presence within the voices. Mr. 
Peterson has gotten Dr. Waseen to come up and play for us 
the accompaniment for Domine at both the contest in Rapid 
City and for our concert up at the school. Within Domine 
there are many different parts but in the other song Bene-

dictus, everyone is in unison for the opening part of the 
song, and after that the parts split but only into two parts. 
This song has a lighter tone and feel to the song than Do-
mine does. 

In band we will be preforming 3 different pieces these 
include, The Klaxon, Lullaby to The Moon, and Prairie 
Dances. These all vary different in styles as well. The klax-
on is more of a march than the other songs. Lullaby to 
The Moon is a slower song that shows more individuality 
throughout the piece. 

Band and Choir Students Attend Large Group Contest
By Gracie Kosters

Lead Deadwood Students Compete in Skills USA 
By Chris Lipp 

On April 6 and 7 Stewart Job, 
Hayden Hill, and Phillip Mattson went 
to the skills USA competition in lake 
area tech in water town South Dakota. 
Which is a competition over construc-
tion building, robotic, welding, cabi-
netry, and culinary. Thursday the 6, 
they took off at eight and arrived in 
water town. 

The first day they checked in and 
received a t-shirt and a named tag. Af-
ter that, they have to take a knowl-
edge test over the skills USA. They 
had a quick meeting going over what 

was going to happen the next day. Af-
ter that, they all got together and ex-
plored the town.

They checked in at 7:30 Friday. 
Stewart competed in cabinetry. Hayden 
competed in welding, and Phillip was 
an observer. Hayden had to weld a 
pipe with a 7018 stick weld. Stewart 
had to build a cabinet that was 24in 
tall and 16in wide. It had one adjust-
able shelf at the bottom with a swing-
ing door. The top had a sliding drawer. 
Before Stewart started building, he had 
to take a written test over his knowl-

edge over cabinetry. He had from 9:30 
until 12 to build, and then he had an 
hour lunch break then went back for 
another hour to finish up. There was 
one judge and he had to judge nine 
cabinets that were built. The awards 
started at seven that night but they all 
had to leave because they had a long 
drive ahead of them.

Stewart finished second over-
all and Hayden did not place. Stew-
art said, “It was a good experience. I 
learned a lot. I learned how to work by 
myself and I had a lot of fun.”
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Freshman Class Attends IMPACT Seminar
By Will Pearson

The freshman IM-
PACT seminar was a 
seven-event presen-
tation illustrating the 
various dangers that 
one may will face in 
the real world. Atten-
dance was optional 
and involved many of  
freshmen. 

The first presenta-
tion was the seat belt 
challenge: a group of 
four was brought up 
to a car simulator and 
each kid was instruct-
ed to buckle their seat 
belts as fast as they 
could and then switch 
seats and repeat the 
process. It was meant 
to illustrate the im-
portance of seat belts. 
The first presenta-
tion also involved a 
truck rolling demon-
stration that involved 
two dummies (a child 
and an adult), both of 
which flew out of the 
truck. 

The second pre-
sentation was about 
the nature of drunk-
enness. The kids were 
allowed to wear the 
kind of goggles that 
simulate drunken-
ness. They participat-
ed in an activity that 
demonstrated why 
one shouldn’t drink 
on a boat. They had 
to attempt to throw 
life vests to each 
other while wear-
ing the drunk gog-
gles. They attempted 
to use a jet-ski sim-
ulator while wearing 
the drunk goggles and 
then they drove a golf 
cart in between sev-
eral cones while “un-
der the influence.” 
The third demonstra-
tion was about ambu-
lances and fire trucks. 
The ambulance op-
erators talked about 
the correct proce-
dure during emergen-

cies and the types of 
tools that they use 
while on duty. The 
fire truck operators 
talked about how 
they remove people 
when they’re trapped 
in cars and what spe-
cific tools they use. 

The fourth dem-
onstration focused on 
suicide prevention. A 
woman gave a sol-
emn speech about her 
brother’s two failed 
suicide attempts. The 
kids received brace-
lets and chap stick af-
ter this demonstra-
tion. 

The fifth demon-
stration was about the 
mental disorders that 
can follow serious 
car accidents. They 
showed a patient in a 
hospital and the pro-
cesses they use to 
treat and take care of 
this patient. They had 
to put a diaper on the 

patient and feed him 
because he couldn’t 
feed himself. Then 
they had some kids 
take off their shoes, 
stand in a bucket of 
ice, blindfold one eye, 
hold a bucket of corks 
in one hand, and at-
tempt to catch tennis 
balls. They likened 
this to what it is like 
to be incapacitated by 
a car accident. 

The sixth dem-
onstration was about 
the various things 
one should/shouldn’t 
do while online. They 
taught the kids the 
proper procedures 
for using social media 
and what kind of ex-
plicit pictures the stu-
dents shouldn’t send. 
A man taught the stu-
dents that sending ex-
plicit pictures can 
lead to a child por-
nography charge.  

The seventh and 

final demonstration 
was generally about 
why drugs are bad. 

The students 
then had lunch. After 
lunch, they watched 
a play/skit about a 
group of campers who 
attempt to drive home 
while drunk and end 
up crashing their car. 
The skit then contin-
ued outside with a 
mock car crash and 
helicopter rescue. 

Then the skit con-
tinued inside and fea-
tured the funeral of 
one of the passengers. 
The final portion of 
the play was the court 
hearing of the driver, 
who was sentenced to 
15 years in prison for 
vehicular homicide. 

At the end of the 
day a spot was allot-
ted for the students 
to ask questions and 
they all received gift 
bags. 

Learning to Deliver Compassionate Health Care
By Will Pearson

The Health Occupations 
Students of America Con-
vention was a convention 
that everyone involved in 
HOSA attended. These stu-
dents were Kaitlynn Zellers, 
Kyra Mack, Logan All-
mendinger, Delaney Voigt, 
Kaitlyn Meade, and Janyse 
Cameron. The HOSA mot-
to is, according to Wikipe-
dia, The mission of HOSA 
is “to enhance the delivery 
of compassionate, quality 
health care by providing op-
portunities for knowledge, 

skill and leadership devel-
opment of all health sci-
ence technology education 
students, therefore, helping 
students to meet the needs 
of the health care commu-
nity.” 

Several different regions 
from around South Dako-
ta attended this convention. 
Each participant was given 
an activity and they were all 
competition/contest-based 
activities. They did things 
like make posters based on 
certain lists of information 

and criteria or create port-
folios. Health Occupations 
is a class that is available 
at Lead-Deadwood High 
school. As soon as you join 
the class, you are enrolled in 
the group and must attend 
the convention. The class is 
taught by Dr. Bree Oatman. 
One of the activities at this 
convention was a cadav-
er lab. The cadavers were 
pre-dissected and the stu-
dents were allowed to hold 
or touch brains, hearts, kid-
neys, guts, biceps, etc. Ac-

cording to Kaitlynn Zellers, 
“it smelled like death.” One 
student involved said that 
she learned a great deal 
about the nature of the 
health occupations field and 
she was positively intrigued 
about the future possibili-
ties. In conclusion, a small 
group of students attended 
the HOSA convention and 
learned a great deal about 
the current status of health 
occupations as well as the 
potential future of that ca-
reer path. 
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ACROSS  
5) 4 kids 3 teens 
go searching for 
lost treasure and 
run into some 
trouble along the 
way.  
8) Song of the 
movie Rocky Bal-
boa.  
10) Ren Mc-
Cormack (Kev-
in Bacon) is shock 
in this mov-
ie when he hears 
that dancing and 
rock music are il-
legal.  
11) Movie With 5 
students in Satur-
day school who do 
nothing but cause 

trouble.  
13) Movie 
about small crea-
tures that multiply 
when hit with wa-
ter.  
14) Artist of the 
song Living on a 
Prayer.  
15) Who sings 
Girls Just Want To 
Have Fun?  
   
DOWN  
1) Band that sings 
Another One Bites 
The Dust.  
2) Marty McFly 
and Doc Brown 
travel through time 
in this movie.  
3) Who sings Juke 

Box Hero? 
6) Fill in the blank: 
Its a nice day for a 
___________? 
 
7) Somethings 
strange in neigh-
borhood, who you 
gonna call?  
9) John Mcclane 
(Bruce Willis) 
saves hostages in 
this movies.  
12) In this 
movie Tom Cruise 
fights to be the top 
fighter pilot and 
for the attention of 
his beautiful flight 
instructor. 

It is fun being in a competitive game and playing your 
hardest, but it’s also fun standing or sitting on the sidelines 
and watching. Watching a competitive game is heart rac-
ing. When your team is going hard and making goals, hit-
ting home runs, making shots, or winning the round, you 
start to make yourself a part of the team. Cheering the team 
on and hoping to see them succeed. 

Some people do not notice but baseball is a great game 
to watch. Alexis Simpson stated, “It’s fun to play but it’s 
more fun to watch.” When I asked what her favorite part 
about going to watch baseball games she said, “Well I get to 
see Wyatt and watch him play his favorite sport, also I get 
to hang out with my friends and just have a fun talking and 
enjoying the game. Also this is the only sport where peo-
ple can bring their dogs so that’s cool.” “One year I brought 
my bunnies and that was pretty sweet.”  

As many people notice, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell are al-

ways spotted at school athletic events. They travel to al-
most all the baseball games and make it to every home 
game. I asked Mr. Matt Campbell why he likes to go to 
all the school sporting events and he replied, “I really like 
sports, and I just think it’s fun. I also like the atmosphere, 
and it’s nice to see students outside of school.” 

I then asked Mrs. Betty Campbell the same question 
and she answered, “I feel as a teacher, you should support 
your students. Also its nice to see you guys out of school.” 
They both really enjoy the competitiveness of the games 
since they are both competitive. Mr. Campbell said, “Being 
a competitive person it builds self-confidence, skills, and 
school spirit.” I then asked which sport is their favorite to 
watch and Mr. Campbell said baseball and Mrs. Campbell 
said football. 

All games are fun to watch and is a great time to spend 
with your friends and support your classmates.

LDHS Digger Fan Club Shows School Spirit
By Madison Andersen

Starting the New Year with some new top 
chart songs. Many up and coming singers are 
becoming superstars by each song. Many of 
these songs relate to today’s problems and 
conflicts. Having a variety of music leads to 
many varieties of awards for the year. Hav-
ing been so many songs here’s a few of the 
top songs. Star boy by The weekend featuring 
Daft Punk, Black Beatles by Rae Stremmurd 
Featuring Gucci Mane, Closer by the Chain-
smokers featuring Halsy, etc. Having more op-
portunities like social media, iTunes, Pandora, 
etc helps singers get heard easier and gets their 
talent spread around. The most popular song 
of this year was Starboy according to the bill-
board awards. According to the Top40 the top 
song was “Shape of You” by Ed Sheeren. The 
best album of 2017 was Kendrick Lamar then 
the second album was by Mount Eerie. Every-
one’s favorite artists was Rhianna in 2017 than 
it was Taylor Swift, Justin Bieber, Beyonce, 
Bruno Mars, etc. Having such a variety of mu-
sic makes it hard to choose just one top favor-
ite artists, song, album, etc. Songs of the year 
is very surprising when it comes to awards and 
the songs competing with each other because 
the top placing of the year. There are so many 
different talents and singers to be known yet 
and to be competing with each other. 

Listening to the Best Songs of 
the Year

By Jaci Petsch
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Peterson Retires After Forty Years
By Jaci Petsch

Continued on Page 2 . . .

What an impact one man has had on a school! Mr. Dean Peterson, choir 
director has been in the Lead-Deadwood school district for 40 years. Peter-
son will retire at the end of this school year after teaching high school choir 
for thirty years and elementary music for ten. Peterson said his plan for re-
tirement is to “Discover if Dean and Mr. Peterson are the same person; ‘Mr. 
Peterson’ has been the norm and he would like to rediscover a new norm.” 

Peterson attended Northern State University and graduated in 1974 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in education and a major in music. During his
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2017 Students of the Year

Continued from Page 1    ...college career Peterson was a mem-
ber of the Collegiate Choir for four years, a member of the North-
ern Singers for four years, and participant in the college musicals: 
“My Fair Lady,” “Camelot” and “Fiddler on the Roof.”  

During his career, he taught for a total of forty-two years, 
with two of those years in Winner, SD. He took a year off to ex-
perience music performance in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Of his 
time in Minneapolis, Peterson said, “I truly enjoyed living in 
Minneapolis; I got to sing as a tenor soloist at Central Luther-
an Church and sang in Minnesota Chorale. However, I discov-
ered that I missed teaching and the opportunity to return at Lead 
Deadwood became available.” 

Peterson accomplished much during his forty years. He re-
ceived the South Dakota American Choral Director’s Association 
Lifetime Achievement Award;  was selected as the Lead-Dead-
wood School District Teacher of the Year in 2003 and again in 
2017; he was the student council advisor in 1980, he co-direct-
ed many musicals; and he  was awarded “Who’s Who in Edu-
cation in 1990. Peterson says his most meaningful accomplish-
ment was his last concert on May 1. Peterson said, “I was very 
pleased with the sound of the choirs.” 

Peterson’s favorite part of teaching was working with stu-
dents. He said, “I am very glad to have spent my career here in 
Lead-Deadwood; it has been a great run.” He leaves with these 
words, “I want them to keep singing here in school, after school, 
until they are ninety, then we will talk.” 

Students expressed their feelings about Peterson’s retire-
ment. Junior Brandy Morris said, “Having the opportunity to 
learn and have fun was her favorite part of choir. I will miss his 
patience and his willingness to work with each student based on 
their situations.”  

Junior Mara Jacobs stated, “I will miss all the hard times he 
has given me, by either making fun of me or pushing me around. 
All jokes aside I will miss the way he always made sure his room 
was a safe place; he made us feel comfortable and let us be our-
selves.” 

Longtime colleague Ms. Barbara Fosheim  said, “I have many 
favorite memories of Mr. Peterson. We have done many musi-
cals together—each one bringing new adventures, challenges 
and much pride and joy in the resulting performances. Mr. Pe-
terson is a talented professional, a strong supporter of the many 
traditional values of LDHS, and a personal friend. What can I 
say; he has a great sense of humor and appreciates my warped 
puns. Does he really like Oreos or is that why he always gives 
them away? He will be missed by all those with whom he has 
come in contact. Happy retirement MP/FF!”

Mrs. Mary Schumacher shared what she will miss when Pe-
terson retires. She said, “I will miss his smiling face, his person-
ality and that he tries to unlock my car with his remote.  My fa-
vorite memory- he was my A Capella choir director when I was 
in high school.”

When asked how she felt about Peterson retiring, Ms. Kim 
Loeffen expressed her feelings. She said, “Sad! Glad for Mr. Pe-
terson, but sad for all the students who will never know the gift of 
having him for a teacher. A gift, you might ask what that means, 
it means the gift of self. He gifted his students with his com-
plete and full attention everyday. He worked with them before 
school, after school, during lunch and any other time during the 
day when they could make it to his classroom. His gift of dedi-
cation made those students feel confident enough to perform. He 
provided them with an ear to listen, and a heart that cared, with 
humor when life needed it and of course with Oreos.”

“On a purely selfish note,” Loeffen continued, “I will miss 
having him teach right next door to me. We technically have our 
own floor in our little corner of the building. We’ve had a great 
time through years and he will be missed, but his gift of friend-
ship will continue beyond the walls of LDHS.”

After many years of tears, laughs, memories, and lessons Pe-
terson will forever leave a mark on the Lead-Deadwood School 
District. It is impossible to condense those forty years into one 
story. Peterson will go discover who Dean is now and students 
and staff will miss him. 
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LDSD Staff Earns Recognition
Mrs. Suzanne Rogers, president of the Lead-Deadwood school board 

and Dr. Dan Leikvold, superintendent recognized several district staff 
members at the annual LDEA Retirement/Recognition Tea Wednesday, 
May 10 in the high school lunch room. Service awards for ten, twen-
ty, thirty, and forty years were presented. The Employee of the Year, 
Teacher of the Year, and retirees were also honored.

Leikvold recognized Mr. Dean Peterson for three separate honors: 
forty years of service to the district, the 2017 high school and district 
Teacher of the Year. Peterson is retiring at the end of the school year. 
Two others retiring from the district are Mrs. Lynn Jones, middle school 
secretary and Mrs. Virgene Mau elementary paraprofessional.

Many staff members were nominated for teacher and employee of the 
year. Teachers: Mrs. Kris Bower, Mr. Matt Campbell, Mrs. Bree Oatman, 
Mr. Perry Stulken, Ms. Lindsey Aberle, Mrs. Lisa Beagle, Mr. Darren 
LaCroix, Mrs. Lisa Rantapaa, Ms. Wendy Schamber, Mrs. Laura Shuck, 
Mrs. Sarah Johnson, Ms. Ashley Schreurs, Ms. Elizabeth Firth, Ms. Chris 
Johnston, Mr. Josh Morovits, Mrs. Pam Smith, Mr. Beau Voegeli, Mrs. 
Kari Owens. Schreurs was named Middle School Teacher of the Year 
and Owens was named Elementary Teacher of the Year.

Those nominated for Employee of the Year were Mrs. Lori Aber-
le, Mrs. Eva Thompson, Mrs. Lynn Jones, Mrs. Vicki Edlund, Mr. Bruce 
Abrams, Mrs. Susan Mollman, Mrs. Cindy Specht, Ms. Lydia Steege, Mr. 
Bill Snow, Mr. Doug Covell, Mrs. Donna Fish, Mr. Dennis Anderson, 
and Mrs. Shanna Sandidge. Thompson was named High School Employ-
ee of the Year; Specht was named Middle School Employee of the Year, 
Steege was named Elementary Employee of the Year, and Sandidge was 
awarded District Employee of the Year.

Recognized for ten years of service were Mr. Jim Studioso, Princi-
pal Tony Biesiot, Mrs. Stephenie Campbell, Ms. Sam Grant, Mrs. Nancy 
Mertens, and Mr. Dale Larson. Twenty-year service awards were pre-
sented to Mrs. Lisa Rantapaa, Mr. Mike Loeffen, and Mrs. Deb Williams. 
Mr. Gary Linn received a thirty-year award.

Principal Tony Biesiot honors retiree, Mr. Dean Peterson for forty 
years of service to the Lead-Deadwood School District.

Mr. Gary Linn receives his thirty-year service 
award from School Board President Suzanne 
Rogers and Superintendent Dan Leikvold.

School Board President Suzanne Rogers and 
Superintendent Dan Leikvold present Mr. 
Mike Loeffen with a twenty-year service 
award.

Mrs. Kris Bower re-
ceives her certifi-
cate for Teacher of the 
Year nomination.

Mrs. Eva Thompson 
was awarded High 
School Employee of 
the Year.

Mrs. Lori Aberle re-
ceives her certificate 
for Employee of the 
Year nomination.
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Arthur Ng is a foreign 
exchange student who came 
here for this school year 
from Hong Kong. He is leav-
ing on June 2 so he was in-
terviewed about the many 
experiences during his time 
here. 

He was first asked what 
he thought when he came 
here. He was scared be-
cause his English was very 
poor. He didn’t think that he 
knew how to talk to people. 
He didn’t know how to re-
spond when someone would 
ask how he is. He thought 
he was stupid because he 
didn’t know what people 
were talking about around 
him. “It was a rough time,” 
he said. 

When asked if it got bet-
ter, he replied with “Abso-
lutely yes. Greater and bet-
ter.” He now knows how 
to talk to his friends and he 
can understand what people 
are talking about. He didn’t 
even know how to order at 
McDonald’s at first but now 
he’s proud that he can do 
that by himself. 

He was then asked what 
he thought of his time on the 
baseball team. He said that 
the baseball team is great 
and this year was the first 
time he had ever touched a 
baseball in his life. Back in 
Hong Kong, he didn’t touch, 
play, or even know the rules 
of baseball. His last JV game 
was on May 10 so he was 
allowed to pitch one time. 
He said that he was freaking 
out but everyone told him to 
calm down and that worked. 
He had never pitched be-
fore. He threw and the bat-
ter hit it but Carter Nelson 
caught the ball and got a 
third out. This made Arthur 
very happy. 

When asked what he 
thought of the people here, 
he said that the people here 
are very good and so nice 
to him when he first came. 
They would teach him 
“all of the stuff.” His sec-
ond day here he had Geol-
ogy with Mr. Tom Tieszen 
and he didn’t know how to 
use his computer because 
they don’t bring computers 
to school in Hong Kong so 
Tieszen helped him out a lot. 

Megan Snow and Bay-
lie Trevino also helped 
him a bunch throughout 
his first few Gold days. He 
then shared some of his best 
memories from his stay in 
America. He said that the 
memory that will be stuck 
in his head forever was the 
time he said, “Hi, my name 
is Arthur and I’m from Hong 
Kong,” to Carter Nelson and 
Carter subsequently turned 
around without responding. 
He said that’s been in his 
mind ever since. 

He also learned that he 
loves snow. It never snows 

in Hong Kong so it was a 
welcome surprise for him. 
He learned that snow was 
much colder than he previ-
ously thought. He remem-
bers the first time he made 
a snowball and his first (un-
successful) attempt at mak-
ing a snowman. 

He also very much en-
joyed Prom because of all 
of the dancing. He suggest-
ed that they provide cof-
fee at the next Post Prom. 
There aren’t any dances at 
all in Hong Kong so he very 
much appreciates the dances 
here. He liked hanging out at 
the Homecoming Dance.

 About his overall ex-
perience here, he said that 
he loved learning to become 
an American. He said that 
he was very proud that he 
could come here by himself 
and learn more English and 
learn about American life 
and “the freedom country.” 
He concluded by saying that 
he’s so happy all were nice 
to him and that he doesn’t 
want to leave.

By Will Pearson
Arthur NG  Returns to Hong Kong, Leaves New Friends

Outstanding students 
were recognized for their 
hard work during the Ki-
wanis Outstanding Student 
and Academic Awards Cer-
emony held Thursday, April 
27 in the auditorium. 

Principal Tony Biesiot 
welcomed the audience and 
attendees to the ceremony. 
Executive Director of SD-
STA, Mr. Mike Headley, 
spoke about developments 
in the Sanford Lab. 

 Kiwanis member, Mr. 
John Keehn and Biesiot an-
nounced the students of the 
month who had been se-

lected throughout the year. 
Students of the month in-
clude Madison Anders-
en and Colt Bradley for the 
month of September; Katie 
Tieman and Jacob Alley for 
the month of October; Hye 
Yeon Hong and Dylan Are-
hart for the month of No-
vember; Emma Hess and 
Jordy Stulken for the month 
of December; Kaeler Quen-
zer and Coltan Radensle-
ben for the month of Janu-
ary; Hailey Trewhella and 
Arthur NG for the month 
of February;  Olivia Rog-
ers and Maxx Percy for the 

month of March;  and Kady 
n Hopkins and Cristian Fi-
erro for the month of April. 
Brett Mattson and Alexis 
Simpson were announced 
as the 2017 Students of the 
Year for their hard work 
during the last four years. 

Biesiot then announced 
the Academic Letter Win-
ners: one-year letter win-
ners were freshmen Anna 
Campbell, Hannah Camp-
bell, Rebecca Groeger, 
Emma Hess, Kadyn Hop-
kins, Natalie Janssen, Jordy 
Stulken Zoe Frauen, Cart-
er Nelson, William Pearson, 

Maxx Percy, Baylie Trevino, 
Emily Fox, and Daniel Ryn-
ders.  Two-year letter win-
ners were Zoe Keehn, Bri-
anna Pfeiffer-Munoz, and 
Miranda Luze. Three-year 
letter winners were Grace 
Campbell, Carolyn Groeger, 
Wyatt Hess, Dylin Johnson, 
and Gracie Kosters. Four-
year letter winners were 
Sydney Auld, Taylor Beagle, 
Colt Bradley, Brett Mattson, 
Caleb Percy, Alexis Simp-
son, and Allison Specht. 

At the end of the cer-
emony, refreshments were 
served in the lunchroom. 

Outstanding Students Earn Recognition at Awards Ceremony
By Madison Andersen
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Ethan BarkdullSydney AuldMadison AndersenLogan  Allmendinger

Colt BradleyTyler BorschAshley BelmontesTaylor Beagle

Beatriz  Campos DevesaJanyse CameronDillon BurnsChristian Burmeister
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Kanicee Gilmore-BearsChristina EnningaChristopher EngelChristian Casias

Ashlyn HemmahBeau Haugen Santanna HaroKristian Hanna

Ryan JonesRobert HoffmanBeth HoffmanHayden Hill 

Rose Losey Riley Lundquist Miranda Luze Kyra Mack
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Brett MattsonShanda MadsenPhilip MadsenGriffen Mackey

Trevor PainePeter Noriega Jr. Max NelsonCarston Mertens

Leeara PorterNatalie PinskeDamon PerryCaleb Percy

Paige Price Kaeler Quenzer Coltan Radensleben Daniel Rynders
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John SingerAlexis SimpsonNikolas ScottDevon Schumacher

Angel ValenzuelaRiley StokesHolly StensethAllison Specht

Paige WittmayerDelaney Voigt

Class of 2017
Class Motto:

“Sometimes you will never know the value of a mo-
ment, until it becomes a memory.” Dr. Seuss

Class Song:
“18 Years”

By Daughtry

Class Colors:
Maroon & Gold 

Class Presenter:
Mr. Dustin Schumacher

Commencement Address: 
Mr. Jim Phillips 
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On Monday, May 8 the LDHS band performed their spring concert 
at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium under the direction of Mr. Mick Dragoo. 

The band quickly warmed up and then their first song was called 
“Trashin’ It Up” and featured various members of the band (Nik Scott, 
Josh Lehman, Mara Jacobs, Dylan Arehart, Blake Ingham, Brendan Ke-
arns, Garrett Kiefer, and Brigham Williams) playing with drum sticks on 
trash cans. This song didn’t specify actual percussionists, so any mem-
ber of the band was allowed to play. This piece got a bit of a laugh out 
of the audience when Brendan Kearns dropped one of his sticks. 

Their next four songs were, in order, “Machine Age,” “Prairie Danc-
es,” “Lullaby to the Moon,” and “The Klaxon.” The last three from that 
set were the songs performed at the Large Group Contest in Rapid City. 

After those four songs, awards were presented to those who per-
formed solos, duets, trios, and ensembles who had performed at Solo/
Ensemble Contest, Large Group Contest, or who had earned a letter 
from their various band duties. During this small intermission, Dragoo 
informed the audience that it was his father’s birthday and tried to get 
everyone to sing to him, but his father had gone to the restroom. Af-
ter his return, the band and the audience sang “Happy Birthday” to him 
together. 

Dragoo then took time to recognize the seniors (Miranda Luze, 
Kanicee Bears, Taylor Beagle, Carston Mertens, and Nik Scott) who 
had impacted his life. The members of the band who were seniors then 
gave Dragoo a series of presents (a Snoopy tie, gift cards, etc.) to com-
memorate his influence on their lives. Taylor Beagle was awarded the 
John Phillip Sousa award for her excellence. 

Two ensembles from the Solo/Ensemble Contest then performed 
their pieces. The Percussion Ensemble (Josh Lehman, Nik Scott, Dylan 
Arehart, Mara Jacobs, Will Pearson, and Mikel Pulaski-Reed) performed 
“Three Amigos” while the Clarinet Ensemble (Brianna Pfieffer-Munoz, 
Lily Keehn, Bri Sneesby, Zoe Frauen, and Robbie Lester) performed 
“Valse a la Scherzo.”  The band then ended the concert with “Mars,” 
“The Stillness of Remembering,” and “John Williams in Concert.” 

Dragoo Recognizes Seniors and Award 
Winners at Final Concert
By William Pearson

In a dim and qui-
et Lead-Deadwood at 
around 5:30 a.m., a 
small group was up 
preparing for a long 
full day of build-
ing and excitement. 
The Skills USA par-
ticipants were Phil-
ip Madsen, Hayden 
Hill, and Stewart Job 
accompanied by Mr. 
Jim Studioso and Mr. 
Dwayne Cunning-
ham.  

They traveled to 
Lake Area Techni-
cal Institute in Wa-
tertown, SD, and they 
had to be there by 
7:30. The beginning 
started with signing in 
and taking a written 

Job Takes 
Second Place

knowledge test over 
their subjects, which 
took about an hour 
then they waited for 
everyone else to fin-
ish. Then from 9:30 to 
12:00, they compet-
ed. Hayden Hill com-
peted in the Welding 
portion of the com-
petition. Stewart Job 
competed in the cabi-
netry part of the com-
petition and Philip 
Madsen was an ob-
server. There was 
short lunch break be-
tween each interval 
for competing. They 
then competed until 
2:00. The judge then 
walked around and 
looked at the finished 
products of each con-
testant. 

The LDHS team 
left early. About half 
way home word about 
the scores had been 
received and Stewart 
received 2nd Place out 
of eight contestants. 
Cabinetry competi-
tor Stewart Job says, 
“I thought it was pret-
ty cool and I cannot 
wait to go back next 
year and try to get 
first place.” 

By Brandy Morris
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 Students and audience mem-
bers were emotional during the last con-
cert with long time Choir Director, Mr. 
Dean Peterson before he retires at the 
end May. Peterson used this last con-
cert to showcase how choir students in 
grades six through twelve have worked 
to develop their voices.

The spring choral concert was held 
Monday, May 1 in the LDHS auditori-
um. Peterson led the middle school and 
the high school choir through the night 
as they performed a variety of music. 

The middle school choir started the 
concert by singing “In Terra Pax” by 
Jerry Estes and “We Are the Children” 
by Sally Albrecht. Students Delaney 
Johnston and Peyton Reller then sang 
their contest piece “Sky Boat Song” ar-
ranged by Judith Herrington and Sara 
Glick. Peterson announced all of the 
middle school students who participat-
ed at the solo/ensemble contest in Feb-
ruary.  The middle school choir end-
ed their segment of the concert singing 

“Where Can We Find Peace” by Sally 
Albercht and Jay Althouse and “Distant 
Shore” by Mary Donnelly and George 
Strid. They were  accompanied by pia-
nist Colleen McKirdy. 

Showing appreciation for years of 
piano accompaniment Peterson gave 
roses to  pianists Marianne Bieber and 
Ruth Groeneveld who helped him. 

Dr. Symeon Waseen, a professor 
from Black Hills State University, per-
formed a piano solo that delighted the 
audience. Waseen then accompanied 
the high school choir playing a diffi-
cult piece that the choir performed for 
Large Group Contest in Rapid City. The 
high school choir sang “And this Shall 
Be For Music” by Mary Lynn Lightfoot, 
“Dreams of Thee” by Eric William Bar-
num. Showcasing student vocal growth, 
alto Gracie Kosters, sang her contest 
solo ”What’ll I Do With the Baby, O?” 
arranged by Barbara Poulshock. Then 
Dylan Arehart performed “Adieu “Poem 
d’un Jour” by Gabriel Faure. Togeth-

er Kosters and Arehart performed the 
crowd-pleasing duet, “Paper of Pins” 
arranged by Dave and Jean Perry.  

Peterson then recognized the choir 
students who performed at solo ensem-
ble contest. Arehart was also recognized 
for placing first in the Young Vocal Art-
ists competition on Saturday, April 22. 
After the recognition of many students, 
the high school choir accompanied by 
Waseen sang, “Benedictus” by Brian 
Lewis and “Domine, ad adjwandum me 
fastina” by II Padre G.B. Martini.  The 
concert ended with “Love Has Always 
Been Our Song” by Joesph M. Martin 
and by McKirdy.

Peterson brought the seniors for-
ward sharing memories and laughs 
about them each individually. The se-
niors presented Peterson with gifts: 
Oreos, a certificate to drive a nice old 
car he has always wanted to drive, pic-
ture, card, letters, etc. Peterson’s forty-
year teaching career has left his mark on 
generations of students. 

Spring Choral Concert Marks End of Forty-Year Career
By Jaci Petsch
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The Lady Digger golf team went to Spear-
fish Canyon Country Club on May 2. As a team 
they shot a 409 placing them for 5th for the 
tournament. The golfers individual scores were, 
Taylor Beagle shot a 91 at the tournament also 
placing 8th individually, Sydney Auld shot a 97 
which had her placing 11th individually, Gracie 
Kosters shot a 109, Emily Fox shot a 112, Madi 
Rystrom shot a 116, Hailey Trewhella shot a 117, 
and Emma Hess shot a 124. 

The Lady Digger golf team then went to 
Hart Ranch for conference the following Thurs-
day, May 11,  as a team they shot a 400 to tie 
for 2nd. All of these meets have been geared to-
wards getting the Diggers ready for the regional 
meet. The region meet will be held on May 25 
and will also be at Hart Ranch in Rapid City. 

The region meet will determine if the Lady 
Digger golf team will go to state or not. The top 
three teams in the regions go to state and the 
individuals who place in the top 18 percent of 
the region will also go to state. 

The Lead Deadwood boys wrap up their regular season this month. 
They kicked off the month with a game against Bennett County. Ju-

nior Zach Murray said, “Playing them is always a battle. They seem to 
have been our rival for the past few years now.” 

Colt Bradley started the game off on the mound followed by Zach 
Murray. The boys finished the game winning 7-4. 

The following day the Diggers went to Rapid City to play Winner/
Colome who at the time was ranked first in the state for class B. the Dig-
gers started strong knocking out the first three hitters but Winner did 
the same. The second inning Winner put up three runs against the Dig-
gers. It remains the same until the fifth inning the Diggers tied the game 
at four. Then Winner scored one in the sixth and four in the seventh in-
ning to win the game. 

On May 9, the Diggers hosted a home game against STM. It was a 
strong game all around but in the end, STM held off the Diggers 4-0 to 
become the number one seed in the region with LDHS the second seed. 

The next day the Diggers went to Spearfish to play the Spartans. 
Spearfish took the early lead of 1-0 in the first. The Diggers pushed run-
ner around to score one in the 3rd inning. Then in the 5th inning, the 
Spartans scored three more. They came finished that way with the Spar-
tans winning 4-1. 

The Diggers played first round of regions May 15 where they won 
against Bennett County 5-1 at home. They will travel to Platte on Mon-
day May 22. They will play STM, if they win they will then play Platte.

By Chris Lipp

By Gracie Kosters

Lady Golfers Head To 
Region Tournament

Digger Baseball Wins First Region Game
Taylor Beagle lightly taps her putt.

Colt Bradley pitches against Bennett Country 
on Saturday, May 6.
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Across
2. She won three 
gold, one silver, and 
two bronze Olympic 
medals, in those two 
events at four differ-
ent Olympic Games. 
Women Magazine 
voted her as the 
greatest female ath-
lete of all time.
3. He led the New 
York Knicks to the 
franchise’s only 
two NBA Champi-
onships (1970 and 
1973), and was in-
ducted into the Na-
ismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 1987
5. First colored play-
er to play profes-
sional baseball.
6. Was an Ameri-
can track and field 
athlete and four-
time Olympic gold 
medalist in the 1936 
games.
7. Played hockey 
and was known as 
The Great One
8. Know as “The 
Golden Boy”. 
Played professional 
football. First over-
all pick in 1957 NFL 
Draft.
12. Nicknamed Dr. J, 

and helped popular-
ize a modern style of 
play that emphasizes 
leaping and playing 
above the rim.
13. Played for the 
Yankees and had 
a 56-game hitting 
streak.
14. Professional 
Golfer, who like tea 
mixed with lemon-
ade.

DOWN
Also known as The 
Boz
is a former Ma-
jor League Base-
ball second base-
man who played for 
the Houston Astros, 
Cincinnati Reds, San 
Francisco Giants, 
Philadelphia Phil-
lies, and Oakland 
Athletics from 1963 
to 1984.
Brazilian profession-
al soccer player who 
played as a forward.
9. The fastest man 
alive.
10. Youngest play-
er elected into the 
Baseball Hall of 
Fame.
11. Nicknamed the 
juice, former NFL 
running back.

Sports Crossword Puzzle

Gavin Haefs clears the hurdle at the 
Mountain West Track Meet May 6.

Both girls and boys 4 x 200 teams have qualified for state track. For the 
boys team Dan Rynders, Gavin Haefs, Jacob Alley, and Jordy Stulken. The girl’s 
team was made up of Carolyn Groeger, Hannah Campbell, Natalie Janssen, and 
Anna Campbell. 

Individual state qualifiers include Rynders for shot put and discus Haefs for 
110 and 300 hurdles, Dylin Johnson, Dylan Janke and Wyatt Hess all quali-
fied for pole vault, Alley for triple jump, Trinity Brady for the 800-meter, and 
Groeger for high jump and pole vault. 

At the home meet Stulken took 1st in 100-meter and 3rd in long jump; Al-
ley took 1st in triple jump; Hess took 3rd in pole vault; Johnson took 4th in pole 
vault; Colton Radensleben took 3rd in the 400-meter; Brady placed 1st in the 
1600-meter; Haefs place 1st in the 110 hurdles and 2nd in the 300 hurdles; Ryn-
ders took 2nd in shot put; Zak Mau took 5th in discus. The 4 x 100 team took 
4th (Janke, Johnson, Hess, and John Jones); The 4 x 200 team took 1st (Ryn-
ders, Stulken, Alley, and Haefs). For the girls Hannah Campbell took 5th in the 
100-meter and 3rd in triple jump; Groeger took 3rd in 100-meter hurdles and 
1st in pole vault; Anna Campbell took 5th in the 100-meter hurdles and 4th in 
the 300-meter hurdles; Olivia Rogers took 5th in pole vault; Janssen took 3rd 
in long jump; Carly Mehlberg took 5th in long jump. 

Coach Will Malde said it was a good track meet and he added, “The cham-
pionship shirts look excellent.” The state track meet is May 26 in Madison and 
the May 27 in Sioux Falls.

By Zach Murray

Several Diggers Qualify For State Track
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Ms. Kari Owens is one of the new additions to the Lead-Deadwood High 
School staff. Let’s get to know a little about her in this quick interview. In the six 
years before beginning her teaching degree she spent five years at USD in Ver-
milion followed by a year in Italy. She grew up in eastern South Dakota but al-
ways came to the hills for vacations and a few music camps, this affected her 
decision to work at this school. Before coming here, Owens worked in Yankton 
High School and in a small town called Centerville. 

In class, Owens’ students do a wide variety of activities, from warm ups to 
voice lessons to sitting down and finding new artists to listen to on YouTube. Se-
niors will often help underclassmen learn notes and rhythms. Students can come 
in during lunch to do one-on-one voice lessons. 

When asked about co-workers, Owens said, “I really like my next door 
neighbor Kim Loeffen. I think she’ll be keeping me on my toes for the polka dot 
war and bringing me Scotcharoos. She’s given me about five already. I’m a big 
fan of Mr. Mic Dragoo and his wit. I enjoy Kim Hansen’s company and Fosh.” 

Now what about pass times? “I love kayaking, backpacking, trying to keep 
plants alive, whether it’s indoor or outdoor plants. I love to bike and hike, I spend 
a lot of money on sushi. I spend a lot of time listing to quality choral music. It’s 
fun to watch high school athletes who are also singers, that’s time well spent. And 
time practicing piano: I’m always trying to get better,” said Owens.

Getting to 
Know 
Ms. Owens
By Myca Ryan
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 NHS is a club that is made up of responsible students with trust-
worthiness, fairness, caring, and citizenship. To be in this school spon-
sored club, you must have a minimum GPA of 3.5 and have to be passed 
by the board. In order to maintain your membership you have to attend 
meetings, participate in events, and obtain 20 extra community service 
hours more than that is required by the society.

 Not only are there NHS members but the club also has offi-
cers. The officers hold very important positions such as; president, vice 
president, treasurer, secretary, historian, and last but not least the par-
liamentarian. The 2017-2018 officers include; Carolyn Groeger, Grace 
Campbell, Bailey Trevino, Wyatt Hess, Mara Jacobs, and Dylin Johnson. 
Some of these roles require leadership and responsibility as they have 
extra meetings they have to attend and do extra things for the club it-
self. They also help lead the meetings, discuss past projects, and future 
projects. 

Throughout the school year, NHS does many projects that deal with 
helping the community. Last year, they held a dodgeball tournament to 
raise money for the Stulken family. Another big fundraiser that they do 
is go Christmas shopping for a less fortunate child whose parents can’t 
afford presents. Other fun activities that are done during school are the 
Halloween Costume Contest, Ugly Sweater Contest, and talking to the 
freshmen. NHS also has many other projects in store for this year. 

 NHS is a respectable club to be a part of, for many different rea-
sons. One can participate in fun events throughout the year, while help-
ing the community. Fun and games aside, NHS is also a valuable orga-
nization to list on scholarships and resumes. 

 

NHS Plans Year’s Projects
By Angelica Jones

The LDHS debate team has a successful reputation in their com-
petitions. Some would say, it is extremely entertaining to watch. The 
team has begun practicing, and their first competition is on September 
30 . The team is coached by Ms. Shirlene Joseph, and assistant coach 
Dr. Bree Oatman! 

Daniel Egemo was interviewed on the upcoming season and what 
he seemed most excited about was getting the chance to spend time and 
compete with his amazing teammates. Egemo could not come up with 
anything he didn’t like about speech and debate. “Katie Tieman, Mara 
Jacobs, and Zoe Keehn just to name a few” are three teammates he list-
ed when asked who he would consider leaders of the team and those 
who are always prepared and always willing to help others.

 I’m sure along with the other members of the team, he said he en-
joys winning very much, but also just having fun and enjoying the sport. 
He also said, “It is a very good learning experience.” 

By Jack Egemo

Speech and Debate Starts Again

Key Club is back in full swing! Key Club 
is a great way to get service hours done now 
if one hasn’t started, especially if that person 
is a senior!  

Key Club does many different things like 
helping out with the Prospector Bowl, putting 
on a harvest party for elementary school kids, 
going to feed people at cornerstone mission, 
and many other things including district events! 

There is one district event coming up 
quick, which one can get service hours for go-
ing to that as well! The first district event of the 
year is held in Loretto, MN at a YMCA camp 
where one can stay in a cabin with other Key 
Clubbers, go to bonfires every night, do obsta-
cle courses 20 feet in the air, do service proj-
ects, and of course, have a great time! If one 
is not a senior, then they can run for the dis-
trict board in the spring at the second, and last 
district event of the year. If one has any ques-
tions talk to a Key Club member, Ms. Wendy 
Schamber, the Key Club advisor, or just show 
up to one of the meetings!

Key Club is Serves 
Children of the World
By Allison Engel
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Art Club Plans Yearly Projects

Art Club offers a safe environment to high school students 
who are passionate about art to engage in more individual-
ly focused art projects. Anyone seeking new ways to express 
oneself creatively outside of the school setting and who is in-
terested in the visual arts or photography can contribute to the 
club. Under the guidance of the high school and middle school 
art teacher, Mr. Oliver Burgoyne, students are given opportu-
nities to express their creativity. Anyone wishing to join Art 
Club should contact Burgoyne or the Art Club co-presidents 
Maddie Morrison or Hailey Trewhella. 

During the upcoming school year, Art Club has various  
projects planned. When asked about the upcoming projects  
Burgoyne said, ”Several projects are planned including a mu-
ral in the Art classroom, several group projects like fund-rais-
ers, field trips, and group projects, like group sculpture, for ex-
ample. I think we are all really excited about doing the mural 

in my classroom! Our first project we have planned is to make 
ceramic soup bowls for the Empty Bowls charity event held 
at the Deadwood Social Club October 18 2017 at 5 p.m. The 
money raised is donated to help families in need in the Lead-
Deadwood area.” 

The Art Club is also continuing a few projects from last 
year including the ceramic soup bowl event, painting faces 
at the Homecoming football game, and the Valentine’s Day 
Candy box fund-raiser. When asked about fundraisers, Bur-
goyne stated, “The face painting at the Homecoming game 
and Valentine’s Day candy box fund-raisers for sure, but we 
may see if there is anything we can do throughout the year.” 
Burgoyne stated that his main goal for Art Club is to expand 
on what was done before, do different more creative projects 
than previously done and do more group projects as a club 
with team building.

BY Shelbee Hopkins

City of Lead Creates New Park for Public
By Gavin Haefs

Lead City Park got a 
makeover during the sum-
mer break. The whole park 
was completely redone. 
Parts of this new improve-
ment included multiple wa-
ter fountains, wood chips 
instead of sand, and new 
play-ground equipment. 
The old chain link fence  
was removed and replaced 
by a new wooden fence. 
One reason for doing this 

was to re-image the park. 
This new look to Lead is 
a huge improvement com-
pared to the last. There is 
now a family-friendly place 
to take children and to have 
a good time. 

The major improve-
ment is far more welcoming 
to tourists and people look-
ing to live in the communi-
ty. Another advantage of the 
park would be that the city 

workers might be more able 
to keep it looking nice.

One thing that might 
have made it even bet-
ter is if more people from 
the community would have 
volunteered to help build 
the park. High school stu-
dents could have  helped 
with the park if they were 
in need of community ser-
vice hours.

The park has many in-

teresting features that the 
old Lead City Park did not. 
The biggest change might 
have to be the fact that the 
new water fountains al-
low kids to play in. Overall 
the park was a much need-
ed change in the Lead com-
munity. It shows the beau-
ty and the ingenuity of this 
great community.

Stephen King’s “It” Surprises the Audience
By Wyatt Hess

“It” is a new horror mov-
ie that came to theaters Sept. 8. 
The movie is an American su-
pernatural horror film directed 
by Andy Muschietti. It is based 
on the 1986 novel “It” by Ste-
phen King. The movie is the first 
part of a two part saga. The mov-
ie takes place in the little town of 
Derry, Maine, where children go 
missing all of the time. It follows 
the story of seven children: Finn 
Wolfhard (Stranger Things), 
Sophia Lillis, Jaeden Lieberher, 
Jack Dylan Grazer, Wyatt Oleff, 

and Chosen Jacobs. The mov-
ie integrates horror and come-
dy that surprisingly go hand in 
hand. This movie is focused on 
the children hunting down Pen-
nywise, the clown, and fac-
ing their own personal demons 
in the process. The developers 
and producers worked some real 
magic with the music selection 
and cinematic storyline. The 
writers created some very im-
pressive settings and monsters, 
especially the painting monster. 
All in all “It” is a very creative 

movie.
 Isabel Fredricksen stat-

ed, “It wasn’t what she expected; 
I thought it was going to be very 
scary but it wasn’t at all, but I 
loved the comedy.” Thad Kulp 
also stated, “I was not impressed 
with the movie. I found it very 
predictable; I didn’t get scared 
once. It was exactly like the 
original.” Dylin Johnson said, “I 
thought it was a good mixture of 
funny and scary.” Domenic Lu-
cero commented, “It was beau-
tiful, and it wasn’t as scary as I 

expected.” Zach Murray said, “I 
thought it was pretty funny, the 
Stranger Things kid was hilari-
ous.” “It” also received an 8.1/10 
from IMDb and a rating of 85% 
on Rotten Tomatoes. The New 
York Times described the movie 
as “A squad of early and pread-
olescent Ghostbusters.” If scary 
movies aren’t your thing, head 
down to Northern Hills Cinema 
and try out All Saints, American 
Assassin, Cars 3, Home Again, 
Wind River, or Top Gun. 
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Has anyone had the chance to talk 
to any of the new foreign exchange 
students this school year? How about 
Emma? Emma is from Switzerland. 
Emma speaks four languages, and her 
favorite food is peanut butter. When 
asked if she liked it here in Lead she 
stated, “yes because it was like a mov-
ie and its different” and she almost pre-
fers it here from her home in Switzer-
land. She arrived in the US almost 2 
months ago and she spent 10 days in 
New York.

 Emma’s extracurriculars include 
dance and cheer. Her favorite class is 
intro to art because there is no home-
work. If she could stay one age forev-
er she would be 21 in this country and 
18 in her country because you are free 
to do whatever you want. When asked 
what super power she would have she 
stated, “read minds or become invisi-
ble”. If she won the lottery she would 
go and buy a ranch and a few horses. 
She wants to become a traveler when 
she grows up. Her family consists of 
two brothers, both of her parents, and 
a cat in Switzerland. Her host family 
here has another foreign exchange stu-
dent, two host brothers, and two dogs. 
Her birthday is on Dec. 28, and she is 
15 years old. Two words she would use 
to describe herself are adventurous and 
social. Her biggest fear is dying. Three 
things she stated she enjoys are sports, 
writing, and nature. Her favorite ani-
mal is a horse. The main thing that she 
misses from Switzerland is her fami-
ly. Places she would like to visit in her 
future: everywhere but particularly the 
Caribbean. One thing that she can’t live 

Greta
 Has anyone gotten the chance 

to talk to Greta? Well if not here is a 
chance to get to know her a little. Gre-
ta is from Mexico and she speaks two 
languages (English and Spanish). Gre-
ta arrived in the US on Aug. 15. Greta 
likes it in Lead because the people are 
nice and it is a nice environment but 
both Lead and Mexico have their ben-
efits. The food is quite different here 
from Mexico, though. Greta likes her 
host family and thinks that they are 
quite nice. 

Some interesting facts about Greta 
are that Greta is in Dance and Cheer 
and her favorite food is Lasagna. Gre-
ta’s favorite class would have to be art 
because there is a lot of freedom in 
there. If she could be one age for the 
rest of her life she would be 21 is “be-
cause it’s a fun age and you have the 
freedom to do things.” If Greta could 
have one super power it would be tele-
portation, and if Greta won the Lottery 
she would share the money. When 
asked what she wanted to be when 
she grew up she wasn’t completely 
sure but she replied, a doctor. Greta 

without is her phone and if she could 
be someone else for a day she would 
be Lady Gaga. One question that she is 
asked a lot and doesn’t like answering 
is how old are you. Some holidays cel-
ebrated in Switzerland are Christmas, 
Halloween, and Mardi Gras, but they 
don’t have Thanksgiving. Her favorite 
subjects is history, but only in Switzer-
land because it is kind of hard to un-
derstand here and she also enjoys PE. 

is 15, and her birthday is Jan. 23. One 
word that Greta would use to describe 
herself is creative. Greta’s biggest fear 
would have to be living forever. A few 
things that Greta likes to do are spend 
time with friends and family and mess 
around on her phone. Greta’s favorite 
animal would have to be a Jaguar be-
cause of its skin/ fur. One thing that 
she misses from back home (Mexico) 
is her friends. Another place that she 
would like to visit is Europe. One thing 
that she couldn’t live without is her 
phone. If she could be someone else 
for a day she would be Jay Alavarrez 
because she would get to travel. One 
question that she gets asked quite often 
and doesn’t like to be asked is “what 
do you want to be when you grow up” 
mainly because she isn’t 100% sure 
yet. One holiday celebrated in Mexi-
co is Day of the Dead, which is a lot 
like Halloween, just the Mexican ver-
sion. Greta doesn’t have any pets here 
in Lead but she has one dog back in 
Mexico. 

 Have you met any of the for-
eign exchange students in the 2017-
2018 school year? The school has a 
variety of foreign exchange students 
from all over the world. There are five 
all together and one is Lucia. She is 
from Spain and she arrived in the Unit-
ed States on August 15, 2017. Lucia is 
a kind and sweet person who was up 
to answering a few questions about her 
and where she is from. 

 Lucia is 16 and her birthday is 
on May 17. Lucia’s her favorite hob-
by/ activity is playing basketball and 
she speaks four languages which in-

F ive  Fo r e i gn  Exchange  S tuden t s  J o i n  LDHS

Emma
Koenig

Greta
Moreno 
Robledo

Lucia 
Fernandez 
Pereira
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clude Spanish, English, Galician, and a 
little French. Her favorite food is pizza. 
She has visited 8 countries, her favor-
ite candy is chocolate, and her favorite 
drink is orange juice. Also, she would 
like to travel in the future, more than 
she already has. Lucia’s favorite song 
is “Glorious” and she would like to go 
into the field of medicine.

Since Lucia has been here, she 
has a few opinions about Lead-Dead-
wood. In the high school, her favorite 
class is Chemistry because students do 
a lot of different projects and her fa-
vorite teacher is Ms. Oatman. Outside 
of school, she has enjoyed going golf-
ing, going to the many different lakes 
around our area, and spending time in 
Rapid City. 

 Comparing Spain and Ameri-
ca she had a few different views. Lu-
cia likes that it is different in Ameri-
ca, and she came here exactly for that 
reason. The schooling is also differ-
ent in Spain because it is the teachers 
moving classes not the students. More-
over, she is looking forward to meeting 
new people and knowing how to speak 
English better than she currently does. 
She misses her family which include 
her mom, dad, and two brothers. 

With many new students attending 
Lead-Deadwood High School, there 
are plenty of foreign exchange students 
who have joined for the year. Lead-
Deadwood lost the choir teacher Mr. 
Peterson and we gained a new Ped-
ersen! Nicolai Braad Pedersen, age of 
15, joins for an interview about his life! 

This school year at Lead-Dead-
wood High School we have obtained 
5 foreign exchange students, one be-
ing Diego Castanedo. He is attending 
our high school as a sophomore from 

Spain. Castanedo likes this school as 
opposed to his school in Spain.

Castanedo really likes the fact that 
he can choose a majority of his classes. 
He did state that Lead-Deadwood High 
School is more strict compared to his 
high school in Spain. He also doesn’t 
like the fact that the grading system 
is so much different. A “D” in Spain 
ranges from 50 to 60 percent, and an 
F is anything lower than a 50 percent.

Castanedo likes sports including 
sports that we do not offer at Lead-
Deadwood High School, like soccer. 
He is excited about playing American 
Football this season at Lead-Dead-
wood High School. When asked about 
comparing the two sports, he stated 
that American Football is more dan-
gerous, but soccer requires a gift not 
many people are granted. 

Castanedo will be in for quite the 
treat this winter as he has never played 
in the snow, though he has seen it. He 
has never played in it due to the fact 
that it was on the mountain peaks in 
Spain that he has never visited.

Castanedo loves many things about 
South Dakota; two of the major factors 
of his love for this state are the peo-
ple and the fact their ability to drive is 
better than most in Spain. He loves the 
people since they are so helpful to him 
when he is having troubles. This main-
ly targets his peers in the Lead-Dead-
wood High School. 

When asked about his favorite 
classes Castanedo responded that he 
enjoys American History or Weight 
Lifting more so over the other classes. 
He also added to this response by stat-
ing that Matt Campbell is his favorite 
teacher in the school district. 

When asked about his favorite 
pastime, Castanedo stated that he likes 
hanging out with his wide variety of 
acquaintances. A few of these acquain-
tances include Gavin, Garrett, Nicolai, 
and Thad.

Diego Castanedo is a very inter-
esting young man with a great person-
ality and a high class of fashion. He 
will welcome anyone into his arms 
with kind words and smooth talking 
statements. Overall this young man is 
a class “A” personality.  

Pedersen says everything is bigger 
and cheaper in the United States when 
asked to compare his home country, 
Denmark, to the United States.  He 
plays tennis and rugby back in Den-
mark and is hoping to play football, 
basketball, and baseball during the up-
coming seasons.  He enjoys the food 
in the United States. So far, his favor-
ite American food is a burger. Peder-
sen is very happy with the people he 
has encountered.  He says the people 
are very nice and kind. 

Mr. Pedersen has traveled around 
the world, been to many countries in-
cluding England for two years, Poland 
for five years, Ireland for two years, 
and Denmark for six years. Denmark 
has many different characteristics 
that he misses, including the lack of 
any laws about underage drinking un-
like the United States, there is a spe-
cial type of bread called Rugbrød that 
he adores, also the currency is very 
different. Danish dollars are called 
“Crowns.” Six point three Crowns is  
equal to one American dollar. 

The education has extremely dif-
ferent. Denmark has grades 1-9 in a 
single school, and grades 10-12 is con-
sidered “High School.” Grades 10, 11, 
and 12 are called 1G, 2G, and 3G. The 
“G” stands for Gymnasium. The grad-
ing scale also doesn’t use letters for 
grades; numbers replace letters in Den-
mark. 12=A, 10=B, 7=C, 4=D, 2=E, 0/-
3=F. 

Nicolai
Pedersen

Diego
Castanedo
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In the 2017 Digger Volleyball season, the Diggers have started out 11-
0, taking their latest victory against Hill City on Sept. 18. The first game 
of the season was against Pine Ridge at the Custer tournament where the 
team was taken to three sets and won the game. To win the Custer tour-
nament the Diggers had to beat five more teams. The second game of the 
season was against Hill City where the Diggers won the game in two sets, 
winning the first set 25-13 and the second set, 25-16. On the second day 
of the tournament the Diggers went on to beat Newell in two sets, Moor-
croft in three sets, Custer in three sets then in the championship, the Dig-
gers defeated Edgemont to win the tournament. The first regular game of 
the season was against Hot Springs. The first set was taken by Hot Springs, 
winning 25-23. The next three sets were won by the Diggers, 25-18, 25-
19, and the final set was 25-21. Playing STM was an important game since 
it was a conference game. The first set was taken by the Cavaliers, 25-23. 
The Diggers then fought back to win the next three games. The second set 
was 26-24, third set was 25-15, and the final set was 25-22. 

On Sept. 5 the Diggers beat Edgemont in three sets to get another 
win under their belt. The next game took place at home where the Dig-
gers played another conference game against Custer. The Diggers ended 
up winning the game in three sets. The first set was 25-14, the second set 
was 25-23, and the final set was 25-22.  The latest game was against Hill 
City on Sept. 18 at Hill City where the team defeated the Rangers in four 
sets. The Diggers next match at press time took place in Newell on Sept. 
21. The Diggers played two matches as it was a triangular against New-
ell and Hill City.

Digger Volleyball Season Underway
By McKayla Norton 

McKayla Norton sets the ball to her team-
mate.

Natalie Janssen goes up, aims, and hits the ball into the other team’s court to score the point. 
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The boys golf team has started the season and recently took on re-
gionals. Junior, Maxx Percy and sophomore, Kayd Varland we able to 
make it on to state with Percy taking 13th and Varland taking 2nd place 
in regions. Percy and Varland were able to sit down for an interviews. 
Would you consider golf a hard mentally challenge game? If so what do 
you do to prepare yourself before each swing? “I think golf is the most 
mentally challenging sport, but it does get easier; it doesn’t bother me 
much anymore after so much repetition,” Varland reported. Varland said 
that he thought he didn’t play great in regions but quoted, “I can’t com-
plain about the results.” When asked about what some things he could 
improve on were and what he does well Percy responded, “I play my 
iron game really well and on the other hand I drove badly.” Heading into 
state Percy was asked about what he was doing to prepare himself. “I 
need to fix some parts of my game that need attention to play the best I 
can at state, such as putting consistently and I need to work on my pow-
er for driving.” Both Percy and Varland will take on state October 2-4 
at Dakota Dunes in North Sioux City. 

Boy’s Golf Makes it to State
By Zach Murray

Payton Grodzin eyes the ball getting ready to hit it to the hole.

Kayd Varland takes a big swing at the ball.

Maxx Percy looking impressed with his shot. 
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Cross Country Runs Into a New Year and New Season
By Jaci Petsch

Running into a 
new Cross Country 
year! The cross coun-
try team is expanding 
with new members. 
This sport requires 
leadership, time, hard 
work, and teamwork. 
The team is expand-
ing each and every 
year which makes for 
more opportunities.  
 Leading the team of 
26 members are Se-
nior Mara Jacobs and 
Junior Trinity Brady. 
Mr. Will Malde, head 
coach for the third 
straight consecutive 
year, has goals for 
individuals and the 
team to meet for 2017.  

Malde said the 
goals throughout 

the year are “To see 
each athlete improve 
throughout the sea-
son and hopefully set 
some new personal 
record times during 
the year”.

 Malde also states 
that “The team would 
like to qualify mul-
tiple athletes for the 
state meet”. So far 
the Cross Country 
team has competed in 
many meets: Newcas-
tle, Sioux Falls, Belle 
Fourche, and Custer. 
After competitions in 
those meets, many 
athletes have been 
gaining time in each 
meet.  

The majority 
of the Cross Coun-

try athletes have 
achieved new re-
cords and times for 
their fastest 5k’s and 
the team has had sol-
id placings.  

Athletes are al-
ways trying to get 
faster times and keep 
trying to place. The 
Cross Country team 
are looking forward to 
trying their hardest in 
the meets coming up. 
Malde is going to mo-
tivate and push them 
to do their very best 
throughout the sea-
son. More and more 
athletes are going to 
try to qualify for state. 

Carson Pinske works to pass his opponent.

Coach Will Malde, Angelica Jones, Zariah Jones, Brandy Morris, Madelaine Rogers, and Mara Jacobs after a hard run.
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The LDHS Football season is underway and 
the Diggers start out the season 3-3. The first 
game of the season took place at Ferguson Field 
as the Diggers took on the Red Cloud Crusad-
ers. The Crusaders were able to put points on 
the board first going up 6-0. The Diggers then 
started their drive but were forced to punt and 
the Crusaders were able to return the punt and 
add six more points to the score making it 12-
0. The Diggers got the ball back after a good 
58 yard kickoff return from Jordy Stulken. The 
Diggers were able to put a strong drive togeth-
er and finished the drive with quarterback, Zach 
Murray rushing for 9 yards and punching it in 
the end zone for a Lead-Deadwood Gold Dig-
gers touchdown. With the touchdown the Dig-
gers were down 6-12. Lead-Deadwood was able 
to get the ball back after forcing a fumble and 
started their drive on the 50 yard line. The Dig-
gers weren’t able to score and ended up turn-
ing the ball over on downs. Lead-Deadwood 
stopped the Crusaders and forced them to punt. 
The Diggers started their drive on their 40 yard 
line and were able to end the drive with Zach 
Murray throwing a 25 yard touchdown pass to 
wide receiver Jordy Stulken. The Diggers tied 
the game at 12-12. The Crusader were able to 
eventually pull away and outscored the Dig-
gers. The Diggers fought hard and lost 32-46. 
Murray led the team in running, rushing for two 
touchdowns, 65 yards on 16 attempts and averaging 4.1 yards 
per carry. Stulken led the team in receiving yards with two 
receptions for 82 yards, averaging 41 yards per carry with two 
touchdowns. Murray completed 11 out of 22 passes for 141 
yards with a 6.41 average and two touchdowns.

After the loss the Diggers were looking to have a bounce 
back taking on the Upton Patriots. The Diggers started with 
the ball and on the first play they turned over the ball due to a 
fumble. The Patriots were able to take advantage of the turn-
over and scored making the game 7-0. The Diggers then put 
a strong drive together but come up short and turned the ball 
over on downs. The Patriots then threatened to score again 
but Jordy Stulken came up huge for the Diggers intercepting 
the ball and stopping the Patriots drive. The next drive the 
Diggers lost starting quarterback Zach Murray due to a knee 
injury and he was replaced by sophomore, Max Johnson. The 
Diggers struggled to put a strong drive together as the Patri-
ot defense was strong. The game went back and forth with 
both defense forcing multiple turnovers on downs. The Pa-
triots were eventually able to score again after Max Johnson 
threw an interception that was returned for an Upton touch-
down making it 42-0. Right after the Upton touchdown Ja-
cob Alley came up huge for the Diggers returning a kickoff 80 
yards for a Digger touchdown making it 42-6. That was the 
only Digger touchdown. The game ended as a 42-6 loss for 
the Diggers. Quarterback, Max Johnson was 4 of 11 on pass-
es, throwing 2 yards and 3 interceptions. Running back, Dylan 

Janke lead the team in rushing with 9 carries for 66 yards and 
an average of 7.3 yards per carry. 

After two upsetting losses the Diggers took on the Pine 
Ridge Thorpes. This game was the Diggers first time travel-
ing and they were looking to upset the Thorpes in Pine Ridge 
territory. The Diggers started with the ball and had a strong 
drive and marched their way down to Pine Ridges 5 yard line. 
The Diggers were unable to finish the drive with a touchdown 
as the Thorpes defense stood strong and stopped Lead-Dead-
wood. Shortly after giving up the ball, the Diggers defense 
made a stand and stopped the Thorpes and gained the ball 
back. Digger quarterback, Max Johnson, threw an intercep-
tion and gave the ball back to Pine Ridge. The Thorpes rum-
bled their way down to the Digger 1 yard line, but the Diggers 
make a big stop and kept the Thorpes from scoring. The Dig-
gers then started their drive on their 30 yard line. The Diggers 
drive ended short after Max Johnson threw an interception 
and Pine Ridge was able to take advantage on the turnover 
and scored on the play and kicked the extra point making the 
game 7-0. On the next Digger drive the turned over the ball 
was turned over  after Dylan Janke fumbled and the Thorpes 
recovered it. After the turnover Lead-Deadwood got the ball 
back after stopping the Thorpes and not allowing them to get 
a first down. The Diggers were not able to do anything with 
their drive and turned the ball over on downs. Pine Ridge 
was able to punch the ball into the end zone again making the 
score 14-0 going into halftime. In the second half the Digger 

LDHS Digger Football Starts off Season 3-3
By Zach Murray
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jumped on the board first with Dylin Johnson pounding his 
way into the end zone making the score 14-7. The Diggers 
were able to again score with Max Johnson keeping the ball 
on a quarterback sneak making the score 14-14. Pine Ridge 
was then able to score again and put the Diggers down by six 
making the score 20-14. The Diggers were unable to get back 
into the end zone and lost the game with a final score of 20-
14. Quarterback, Max Johnson was 3 of 12 passes, passing for 
38 yards and 3 interceptions. Running back Dylan Janke led 
the team in rushing with 26 carries for 91 yards. 

After three hard losses the Diggers were really looking for 
a win in their next match up again the Little Wound Mus-
tangs. The Diggers started with the ball and were able to fin-
ish a strong drive with Max Johnson hitting John Jones for a 
12 yard touchdown pass, making the game 6-0. The Diggers 
were able to get the ball back after the Mustangs turned the 
ball over on downs. The Diggers were not able to do any-
thing after getting the ball back and were forced to punt. De-
fensive back, John Jones, came up big for the Diggers after 
intercepting the pass from the Mustang quarterback and re-
turning it back to the Mustang 14 yard line. Slot receiver Chris 
Lipp was able to blast a 14 yard touchdown for the Diggers 
making the score 12-0. The Mustangs were able to put them-
selves on the board, making the score 12-8. Dylin Johnson, a 
slot receiver, was able to dash 30 yards for a Digger touch-
down making the score 22-8. The Mustangs fought back and 
made the score 22-16. The Mustangs ended up scoring again 
to tie the score 22-22. The Diggers were able to score with 
Max Johnson connecting with John Jones for a 10 yard touch-
down, making the score 30-22. The Diggers were able to hold 
the Mustangs from scoring again. The Diggers ended the game 
30-22 and were able to mark down their first win. Quarter-
back Max Johnson was 4 of 5 on passes for 52 yards and 2 
touchdowns. Running back Dylan Janke carried the ball 30 
times for 164 yards. John Jones had 4 receptions for 52 yards 
and 2 touchdowns. 

After receiving the win the Diggers were looking to win 
one at home against Crow Creek. The Diggers started with 
the ball and wasted no time scoring on just five plays, top-
ping the drive off with a 2 yard quarterback sneak from Max 
Johnson making the score 7-0. On the kickoff after the score, 
Dylin Johnson was able to recover the ball for the Digger on 
Crow Creek’s 15 yard line. Running back, Dylan Janke was 
able to score for the Diggers on a 2 yard touchdown putting 
the Diggers up 14-0. The Diggers didn’t allow Crow Creek a 
first down and received the ball back on Crow Creek’s 35 but 
turned it over quickly due to a fumble by Quarterback Max 
Johnson. After stopping Crow Creek’s offense, the Diggers slot 
receiver Chris Lipp was able to break open into some open 
field and score on a 30 yard touchdown bumping the score 
up to 21-0. Lipp was then able to come up big for the Diggers 
on the defensive side, intercepting the ball on the Diggers 35 
yard line. In no time at all the Diggers were able to score again 
as Max Johnson kept the ball on a Quarterback keeper and 
ran the ball in for a 8 yard touchdown now making the score 
28-0. The Crow Creek offense was no match for the Diggers 
as Crow Creek was forced to punt the ball back to the Dig-
gers. Max Johnson turned over the ball after throwing an in-
terception to Crow Creek. The Diggers were able to get the 
ball back on the Crow Creek’s 3 yard line after a fumble. Slot 
receiver Dawson Janke was then able to truck his way into 

the end zone for the Diggers and ramped up the score to 35-
0. Jordy Stulken was then able to return a 60 yard punt for 
the Diggers, making the score 41-0. Late in the forth quarter, 
Crow Creek was able to put themselves on the board making 
the score 41-6, but the Diggers were able to run out the clock 
and won the game 41-6. Quarterback Max Johnson was 2 of 
4 on passes for 35 yards, one touchdown and one intercep-
tion. Running back Dylan Janke led the team in rushing with 8 
carries for 59 yards and one touchdown. Receiver Chris Lipp 
caught the ball two times for 35 yards and one touchdown. 

The Diggers next traveled to Bennett County to take on 
the Warriors. The first half was a defensive battle as both 
teams went into halftime scoreless. Coming out of the half the 
Digger kickoff team was able to recover the ball on the War-
rior 40 yard line. The Diggers were able to cap off their drive 
with a 20 yard field goal from kicker Pablo Munoz making 
the score 3-0. After a few defensive stops from both teams, 
the Warriors were able to get on the board making the score, 
7-3. After letting the Warriors score the Digger were able to 
rumble their way down and capped off their drive with an 
18 yard touchdown run from running back Dylan Janke and 
made the score 9-7. Jordy Stulken was then able to get the ball 
back for the Diggers by intercepting the ball on the Warriors 
40 yard line. The Diggers next offensive drive only took one 
play and Max Johnson was able to connect with Stulken on a 
39 yard touchdown pass making the score 16-7. The Diggers 
stopped the Warrior again and Chris Lipp was able to add on 
to the Diggers lead with a 20 yard running touchdown mak-
ing the score 23-7. The Diggers were able to clench another 
win defeating the Warriors 23-7. Max Johnson was 3 of 8 on 
passes for 56 yards and one touchdown. Dylan Janke rushed 
36 times for 222 yards and one touchdown. Stulken had one 
reception for 39 yards and one touchdown. The Diggers are 
now on a three game winning streak and look to end their 
season with a couple more wins.

Quarterback, Zach Murray sheds a tackle and heads to the 
end zone.
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 The first cheer 
and dance competi-
tion of the year took 
place at Belle Fourche 
High School on Au-
gust 31. After put-
ting on a great per-
formance in pom, 
Lead-Deadwood left 
the competition in 
third place. With cri-
tiques in hand the 
dance team is ready 
to work hard and 
make improvements 
in order to raise their 
scores in the rest of 
the year. This seasons 
dance team is made 
up of nine girls. Alex 
Valenzuela (9), Kiyah 
Austin (10), Emma 
Koenig, Kaitlyn 
Meade, Cassie Nel-
son, Kaelin O’Leary, 
Greta Moreno, Kai-
tlynn Zellers (11), 

and Katerina Marlow 
(12). Emma Koenig 
and Greta Moreno, 
both being foreign ex-
change students, said 
they are very excited 
to be part of a team 
at LDHS. The dance 
team had a four day 
camp in June where 
Robin Murphy, team 
choreographer from 
Minnesota, taught 
the team three dance 
routines. Since then 
the team has been 
working on perfect-
ing their dances to be 
performed through-
out the year. The 
team learned pom, 
kick, and hip-hop for 
this season and have 
been working most-
ly on pom, and have 
recently been focus-
ing their attention on 

kick. 
Soon the team will 

begin working on hip-
hop. Coach Samantha 
Rogers stated, “I am 
very happy to see the 
excitement from the 
newest team mem-
bers and I am very 
proud of how hard the 

team has been work-
ing so far throughout 
this year.” She is very 
excited to see the im-
provements the team 
will be making in the 
upcoming weeks to 
come and see their 
scores improve as 
the team prepares for 

state conference and 
the state competition. 
The team as a whole 
is happy to see the 
growth in the num-
bers since last season 
and are all very excit-
ed to see how the new 
girls work together. 

Mr. Patrick Gatz-
ke is a new teacher here 
at LDHS. Gatzke graduat-
ed from LDHS in 2011 and 
continued his education 
at the University of South 
Dakota, where he majored 
in Physical Education and 
minored in health and 
coaching. 

Some of his hobbies 
include, but are not lim-
ited to: hanging out with 
family, helping out on the 
family farms and ranch-
es in Newell, and playing 
basketball with his brother. 

He currently teaches 
in the cabin as the online 
class supervisor and fills 

in the library often. When 
asked which class he would 
like to teach here in the 
high school, he responded, 
“Most likely Physical Ed-
ucation, I’d take it if that 
position were to open.” In 
addition to being a teach-
er, he is the head coach 
for boys’ varsity basket-
ball. He has a lot of pride 
in his team and is very ex-
cited to coach and see how 
the team does this season. 

Upon asking how he 
thinks the team will do, 
he replied, “It’s hard to 
say, there’s lots of poten-
tial on the team, and how 
hard we work will deter-

mine the outcome of the 
season, but looking at the 
skill of our student ath-
letes, it’s going to be an 
excellent season.” Coach 
Gatzke also mentioned that 
the team is going to have 
five or six different defens-
es and alternate themes 
throughout the games to 
keep other teams off bal-
ance. Offensively, he said 
the Diggers will play upt-
empo and loose. 

He emphasized that he 
and his other coaches are 
trying to prepare these ath-
letes to be successful out-
side of sports as well as on 
the court. Gatzke stated, “I 

loves the tempo and con-
nection that a small com-
munity has. Lots of these 
players have been together 
since they were six or sev-
en playing together.” 

When asked which 
opponent will challenge 
the Diggers most, he said, 
“STM is probably the first 
team I can think of and 
Red Cloud will pose as a 
possible threat due to their 
style.” All in All Gatzke 
plans on having a great and 
successful season and will 
work hard to bring some 
fame to Digger Basketball 
once again.

Dance Team Competes at Belle Fourche High School
By Katerina Marlow

Gatzke Returns as Coach and Cabin Advisor
By Wyatt Hess
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 Has anyone heard of the horrific natural disaster happening in 
Texas? Hurricane Harvey has taken over Houston, Texas with horrif-
ic rains, wind, flooding, etc. Harvey is leaving the people of Houston 
homeless, car less, loss of life, hopeless, hungry, and scared. Most of 
Houston is had a hard time looking at what is called their home life be-
ing taken from them. This natural disaster has made the news all over 
the world and many people are reaching out to try and help them. The 
LDHS Student Council is a group of many trying to make a difference 
in helping Houston. 

 Hearing about the awful disaster people are suffering in Tex-
as the LDHS student council would like to make a difference. Mr. Gary 
Linn, advisor of the LDHS Student Council decided to hold a fundrais-
er with the members of student council. On Sept, 7 all LDHS students 
could make an impact by paying five dollars to wear a hat all day and 
get together to enjoy ice cream sundaes in SRB. Students go to the li-
brary to get a sticker after paying their five dollars to the student coun-
cil to wear their hats all day and to eat ice cream sundaes. Walmart has 
stated that they will double however much the student council makes. 
As the student council tries to make a difference in the world of hard 
times and obstacles in people’s lives other programs are trying to help 
as well. If all would come together to help each other a huge impact can 
be made throughout the world in tough times. 

Hurricane Harvey has taken its toll on many people’s lives, live-
stock, homes, cars, buildings, etc.  Everyone has or will be affected by 
Harvey in one way or another so all should to come together to help. 
Since this story was developed the United States and U.S.  Territories 
was also devastated by Hurricane Irma and Maria.

Fundraisers Begin For Hurricane Relief
By Jaci Petsch

I know you all miss Arthur Yat Long. Yat 
Long was a foreign exchange student from 
Hong Kong, but sadly he had to make his re-
turn back home early this summer. 

Emotions were running wild in the mo-
ments he had to say farewell to people who 
were once complete strangers, but had become 
such great friends. I had the chance to inter-
view Yat Long, and not surprisingly, when 
asked what he didn’t like about being in the 
Black Hills, he replied,  “I don’t like the weath-
er, that too cold for me.” Now maybe even 
more surprisingly, when asked what he liked 
most, he said “I like the school in America, it 
is different than Hong Kong.” 

Maybe that could teach us here at LDHS to 
appreciate what we have. Yat Long did say that 
Hong Kong has much more to do and many 
more places to go, and I feel many of you read-
ing this will agree with him on that. He said he 
misses it a lot, and he misses the many friends 
that he made here. Yat Long said that he is 
working, and saving up money, so once he fin-
ishes high school there, in approximately two 
years, he may make the return back to Amer-
ica. 

Arthur Says Goodbye
By Jack Egemo

The sky is falling! Not really, but parts of a few of the western states 
are burning to the ground. Oregon, Montana, California, Utah, Wash-
ington, Nevada, Wyoming, Colorado and Idaho. Montana is perhaps 
the worst state. Governor Steve Bullock declared a state-wide fire di-
saster for the third time on Saturday, Sept. 2. Wildfires just in the state 
of Montana have burned over a million acres since July. Visitors had to 
evacuate a popular area in Glacier National Park over Labor Day week-
end and a park building soon went up in flames. There were posts all 
over social media asking if hurricane Harvey would swing by Montana 
to put out the deadly fires. Of course the hurricane was no joking mat-
ter, but the nation lost its focus on supporting the people whose homes 
are burning to the ground. 

As of Sept. 6, 7,925,998 acres have burned from wildfires.  The fires 
continue to burn throughout the month. Some have slowed down due 
to a little rain and even a little snow! As the devastation continues to 
get worse, other parts of the United States are still getting hit with new 
tragedies. 

Fires Burn the Northwestern States
By Allison Engel

Arthur Yat Long, 2016-2017 foreign exchange 
student from Hong Kong.
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2017 Homecoming King and Queen
Brigham Williams and Emily Fox
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Homecoming Royal Court Back Row L-R: Isabel Fredericksen, McK-
ayla Norton, Wyatt Hess, John Jones, Carolyn Groeger, Jack Egemo, 
Chris Lipp and Shelbee Hopkins. Front Row L-R: Page Marco Biesiot, 
King Brigham Williams, Queen Emily Fox, and Page Maci Morovits. 

Brigham Williams and Emily Fox were crowned Homecoming King 
and Queen at coronation on Oct. 9. The event took place in the High 
School Auditorium. The candidates dressed to impress the crowd, who 
were eagerly waiting to hear the winners of the crowns. Mekieh Hon 
and Zariah Jones were also crowned freshmen King and Queen. 

The candidates for the freshman royal court were Kailee Bertrand, 
Zariah Jones, Alicia Roden, Lillie Wittmayer, Charlie Hanel, Mekieh Hon, 
Gage Mau, and TK Rainey. The senior royal court candidates were Emi-
ly Fox, Isabel Fredericksen, Shelbee Hopkins, Carolyn Groeger, McKay-
la Norton, Brigham Williams, Chris Lipp, Wyatt Hess, John Jones, and 
Jack Egemo. The candidates were announced by Mrs. Mary Schumach-
er and Mr. Tony Biesiot. The LDHS Band played the processional song 
and the school song while the cheerleaders danced to the school song 
to get the crowd ready for the big game on Friday night. A reception for 
the royalty followed the crowning. All of the royalty rode in jeeps dur-
ing the homecoming parade on Friday. 

Williams, Fox Reign Dur-
ing Homecoming Week
By Allison Engel
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The LDHS Key Club began a game called 
Key Collector. Students could participate by 
paying $5. Students were given keys and had 
to find the rest of the students who had the 
keys. The one who found the most keys won. 

The Key Club district also had a district 
event that was held in Loretto, MN Oct. 13-15. 
This event is held every year and is a fun train-
ing event for club officers and general mem-
bers. Key Club members from all over Minne-
sota, South Dakota, and North Dakota attend 
this event. During the event, Key Club Mem-
bers participate in high ropes and low ropes ob-
stacle courses while bonding with other mem-
bers at the event. There were bonfires, board 
games, and an escape room. 

If one is interested in these events, join 
Key Club! One can join whenever just start 
by showing up to a meeting in the high school 
board room!

By Allison Engel

What is the PSAT? Is taking the PSAT beneficial? Why take the 
PSAT? These are all valid questions that one may be asking. The PSAT 
stands for Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test, which is just the pre-
SAT test that a certain number of students can take. The reason this test 
is beneficial is it lets one know how one is doing testing wise and what 
one needs to work on. 

If one does well on the test and get a high score one can enter a con-
test for scholarships. These scholarships are for the top testers in the na-
tion and they apply to the college one pleases. The test consists of four 
different sections, two for English, and two for math. The test takes the 
first half of the day including lunch to complete. The questions were 
mostly fill in the bubble (multiple choice) but on the math there were 
four questions at the end of both sections in which one had to fill in the 
blank with whatever the answer. 

There was a math section in which one couldn’t use a calculator but 
the next section which was longer one could use the calculator. There 
was both a Composition and Literature section  in English. Some sec-
tions were longer than others and took more time to complete. When 
asked if she enjoyed the PSAT Angelica Jones stated, “It was stressful 
and the ending with the fill-in-the-blank questions were difficult.” Was 
the PSAT was worth her time? She stated, “Yes because I think it will 
benefit me in the future when I go to take ACT”. The PSAT is a good 
practice for any test that one may plan on taking in the future, because 
it doesn’t actually count and there’s nothing to lose. One can apply for 
scholarships if one does really well.

By Jasmine Lary

On Tuesday Oct. 3, an assembly 
was presented by Agent Holli Strand 
about phone/internet safety. 

At the beginning of the assem-
bly Strand talked about the impor-
tance of phone safety. She went on to 
talk about the predators of the inter-
net and how they can ruin someone’s 
life. Strand stated that she has dealt 
with many different cases of teenag-
ers getting manipulated on the inter-
net that later led to bullying or sex-
ual harassment. She even went on to 
say that the predators will try to meet 
up with someone, which would lead 
to kidnapping and other things. Strand 

stated that it’s important for students 
to watch who they talk to on the in-
ternet. At the presentation a video 
was played about a girl named Aman-
da Todd and how she was bullied for 
the things that she put on the inter-
net, and she later went on to take her 
own life. 

Strand brought up another impor-
tant topic about how teenagers use 
their phones these days. She talked 
about the importance of not send-
ing inappropriate pictures and or text 
messages to another person. It’s illegal 
to send inappropriate pictures of one-
self or others to another person? This 

topic also led to how teenagers can be 
bullied for this. Strand stated that she 
has had many cases where one per-
son would send an inappropriate pic-
ture that was sent to dozens upon doz-
ens of other people; once that message 
is sent, one can’t get it back. Strand 
stated that in these cases she would 
have to trace the text back to the orig-
inal person. She did this by taking the 
phones of most people involved and 
going through them for evidence. 

Overall this assembly was very in-
formative and showed the importance 
of phone safety. What people do on 
their phone can affect their whole life. 

By McKayla Norton

Students Prepare To Take The PSAT

Holli Strand Informs Students Of The Dangers Of Technology

Join Key Club Today

Holli Strand speaking on stage to students
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The Deadwood Elks Lodge #508 is 
the local lodge that is offering a variety of 
scholarships to seniors this year. A packet 
of information has been sent to your high 
school counselor. In it, you’ll have a local 
Vocational Scholarship that can be copied 
and distributed. 

This hard copy MUST be in the Dead-
wood Lodge’s hands by Nov. 27 this year 
(NOT postmarked by that date.)  There is 
information for the students to fill out state 
and national scholarship information for 
Most Valuable Student as well as the Leg-
acy Scholarship. These applications are to 
be filled out online, with a Nov. 27, 11:59 

am CST deadline. 
The Most Valuable Student Scholar-

ship application is online with a deadline 
of Nov. 27, 11:59 am CST. (Most Valuable 
Student scholarships are open to all HS 
Seniors). Details: http://www.elks.org/
scholars/scholarships/MVS.cfm 

The Deadwood Elks Lodge #508 also 
offers a local vocational scholarship:  This 
$1000 award is given by the State Elks 
Association for students who will be en-
rolling in a Post-Secondary Vocational/
Technical School Program by fall 2018. 
Applications must be received by your lo-
cal Elks Lodge in your home area on or BE-
FORE Friday, Nov. 27, 2017. (NOT post-

marked) (This scholarship is also open to 
all HS Seniors).

The Legacy Scholarship is for stu-
dents that are related to an Elks mem-
ber – guidelines are online: http://www.
elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.
cfm The Deadwood Elks Lodge serves 
10 schools for scholarships: Lead-Dead-
wood, Spearfish, Sturgis, Timberlake, Bi-
son, Newell, Faith, Belle Fourche, Lem-
mon, Harding County High Schools. We 
look forward to seeing students apply 
for these scholarships! If you have ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me, Le-
nessa Keehn, Deadwood Elks Lodge #508 
Scholarship Chair.

 At the start of the year there 
were many new faces and classes. One 
new class is Wildlife and Fisheries and 
Natural Resources. This class involves 
going on field trips into the beauti-
ful Black Hills National Forest. Wild-
life and Fisheries is a class taught by 
Mr. Duane Cunningham, he is going to 
teach the school to identify different 
kinds of wildlife. 

Cunningham will be teaching 
about different kinds of wildlife roam-
ing around our area, including mam-
mals, insects, fish, etc. The class will 
be going on many field trips to dif-

ferent types of places, including the 
Fish Hatchery, The Buffalo Round-
up, Custer State Park, etc. For the first 
couple weeks, the class has been learn-
ing about different kinds of mammals 
and ecosystems. 

By the end of the year Cunning-
ham is expecting the kids to learn 
about different kinds of mammals, and 
the habitat where the mammals live. 
He is having the student’s study all of 
the different environments the mam-
mals in South Dakota live in, and how 
the mammals adapt to the different ter-
rains. 

Natural Resources is a second se-
mester class that will give the students 
a background in natural resource sys-
tems. Cunningham is expecting the 
students to learn about environment 
relationships and how they impact the 
development of the world. The class is 
going to learn “map reading” which is 
learning how to correctly read a map 
using coordinates/global positioning. 
The class will be learning about the 
weather cycles, the class will also be 
learning about “hydroponics” which is 
learning how to grow plants without 
soil.  

If one is a junior or se-
nior this year and interested 
in learning about the creative 
world of digital animation 
one could be in luck.  There 
are a few prerequisite art 
classes and you could be on 
your way. Oliver and Tony 
are excited to introduce and 
teach the new digital anima-
tion class this year. This class 
will be  G2 second semester 
and can count as a fine art 
credit. Burgoyne teaches the 
art side of the class and Mr. 

Musilek on tech, students 
should prepare themselves 
for a fun learning experience 
implementing new technolo-
gy. While incorporating the 
3D printer for the creation 
of props for projects students 
will find themselves starting 
off with projects such as flip 
books and learning stop mo-
tion techniques using Legos 
and Claymation. Students 
will also be learning how 
to make story boards, and 
learning new and interest-

ing video editing techniques. 
With such a high demand of 
people wanting to do some-
thing fun and creative it was 
only a matter of time un-
til a class like this one was 
introduced here in the high 
school. Some of the most in-
fluential animation studios 
in the country include 20th 
Century Fox, Pixar Anima-
tion, and Cartoon Network 
Studios. This new class could 
put a devoted young anima-
tor on their road to working 

for one of these prestigious 
studios. Deciding to join the 
digital animation class will 
teach you how to do many 
different types of animation 
while using the 3D printer 
and utilizing green screens. 
Mr. Musilek and Mr. Bur-
goyne are both hoping more 
students will consider taking 
the digital animation class 
in the upcoming years here 
at LDHS and help the class 
grow in numbers through the 
many years to come. 

PRESS RELEASE

By Thad Kulp

By Katerina Marlow

Local Elks Lodge Offers Variety of Scholarships to Seniors 

Cunningham to Teach Wildlife and Fisheries, Natural Resources

New Digital Animation Requires Art Course Prerequisites
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Movie Magic

Across
1. “There’s no crying in baseball!”
2. “Elementary, my dear Watson.”
3. “You’re welcome!”
4. “I solemnly swear that I am up to no good.”
5. “That’ll do, pig. That’ll do.”

Down
1. “Show me the money!”
2. “You’re going to need a bigger boat.”
3. “I’ll be back.”
4. “If you build it, he will come.”

5. “Say “hello” to my little friend!”
6. “Here’s Johnny!”
7. “Yo, Adrian!”
8. “I’m the king of the world!”
9. “Oh,no, it wasn’t the airplanes. It was Beauty 

killed the Beast.”
10. “I was hiding under your porch because I love                                        

you.”
11. “We buy things we don’t need with money we   

don’t have to impress people we don’t like.”
12. “These aren’t the droids you’re looking for”

By Wyatt Hess

Recently Mr. Gary Linn and the LDHS 
Student Council honored the lunch la-
dies during National School Lunch 
Week Oct. 9-13.
Student Council provided the ladies 
with lunch to show appreciation for 
their hard work and dedication they 
show everyday by providing nutritious 
meals for the students
Back Row L-R: Lora Burleson, Rhon-
da Becker. Front Row L-R: Cindy Jar-
vis, Donna Fish.
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Have you ever fallen behind in a 
class or worried about tests in school? 
Many times you hear about students 
stressing over tests, projects, assign-
ments, etc. These students will all 
agree that they are beyond stressed out 
to get a good grade. 

Jasmine Lary, a junior at the Lead 
Deadwood High school, was asked 
about the major roles that add to 
stress. She stated, “Mainly that every-
one makes you think that your grades 
are going to effect the rest of your life 
and major tests such as the ACT are 
going to affect what college you go to. 

This year has also been very stressful 
because it is my junior year and I’m 
taking difficult classes such as trigo-
nometry, English, physics, and Span-
ish II.”

Other students like Lary would 
have to agree with the stress level 
high school students experience dur-
ing their four years. Depending on the 
classes students take, there are many 
different quizzes, tests, and projects to 
stress out about. 

Moreover, semester tests are by far 
the most stressful because depending 
on what grade you have before the fi-

nal, the final can make or break one’s 
grade. 

Stress also appears when students 
seek to gain popularity, since high 
school seems like a popularity contest 
to most people. All in all, stress dom-
inates life in high school and one just 
has to get through it no matter how 
bad your stress gets. If stress reaches 
an all-time high, ask for help from any 
teacher or friend to get through cer-
tain situations.  

The only advice to give is study, 
do your homework, and pay attention 
in class. 

High School Students Are Rather Stressed In Their Classes
By Angelica Jones

Students Are Discovering  Their Trades By Starting At The Bottom 
By Thad Kulp

Thad Kulp debates his subject for 
Skills USA.

Skills USA is a competitive group of 
students who excel at one individual task, 
like cabinetry, web design, or even job in-
terviews, etc. 

Skills USA is run like a business, 
there is a president (Jaci Petsch), a vice 
president (Stewart Job), a secretary (Jared 
Amen), and a treasurer (Thad Kulp). The 
Skills USA team is determined to com-
pete with other teams from different re-
gions, states, and cities. The competition 
could lead them to state, nationals and 
world championships. 

In the meetings for Skills USA, the 
members go over different fundraising 
opportunities, different ways to train to 

perfect skills, and members talk about 
where all of the competitions are going to 
take place. Within Skills USA team there 
are three adult advisors:  Mr. James Stu-
dioso, Mr. Duane Cunningham, and Le-
nessa Keehn.  

Last year one student, Stewart Job, 
had the opportunity to go to nationals. 
Job received second place in the SD State 
Competition, but he decided not to go to 
nationals as he had already committed to  
Taxidermy school. The Skills USA team is 
hoping to have at least have one student  
attend Nationals and hopefully make it to 
the World Championship!

Homecoming Traditions Change Nearly Every Year
Homecoming is 

and has been a tradi-
tion in this school for 
a nearly 122 years. 
Homecoming is al-
ways exciting, espe-
cially this year with a 
winning record and an 
incredible win at home 
over Custer. “Custer’s 
last stand.” But what is 
Homecoming? Where 
did it originate? Why 
the specific events?

The tradition of 
Homecoming came 
about in the late nine-
teenth century in 

many colleges such 
as Baylor, Southwest-
ern, Illinois, and Mis-
souri. The 1911 Kansas 
vs. Missouri football 
game is one of sever-
al claim that to be the 
first college football 
Homecoming game. 
Homecoming is an an-
nual tradition in most 
school districts in the 
United States. Entire 
communities come to-
gether usually dur-
ing late September or 
early October. Home-
coming is usually built 

around an event, pri-
marily a game of 
American football. 
The game is usual-
ly followed by dance 
and or after a parade. 
This parade includes 
the school’s marching 
band and floats fea-
turing different in and 
out of school activi-
ties. The game is usu-
ally arranged so that 
the football team plays 
a considerably weaker 
opponent. 

The Homecom-
ing Court is usually 

is a group of students 
(mostly seniors) con-
sisting of a King and 
Queen that will some-
times include princes 
and princesses (under-
classmen). The court 
is either elected via 
vote by the students 
or are brought in to the 
ballot by teachers. The 
voting is done anony-
mously and the stu-
dents will be crowned 
at an event, such as 
the football game, the 
Homecoming dance, 
or an event called Cor-

onation. 
Coronation is 

a ceremony of the 
crowning of royal-
ty in the Homecom-
ing setting. Some 
schools have dress up 
days, such as a pirate 
or cowboy themed 
day. Most schools, in-
cluding high schools, 
will have a pep rally. 
Pep rallies are used to 
get the school excit-
ed about the game that 
will be happening the 
same day as the pep 
rally. 

By Wyatt Hess
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Are you more of a mathlete or an athlete? Lead-Deadwood High 
school had a specific day dedicated to Mathletes vs. Athletes during their 
homecoming week. Mathlete vs. Athlete day took place on Tuesday, 
Oct. 10. This dress up day was new to this year’s homecoming week 
because the student council was trying to mix things up. Students en-
joyed the homecoming week and it came to a great end when the Lead-
Deadwood Golddiggers took the win Friday night against Custer with a 
whopping 38-14. 

There are obvious athletes in the Lead-Deadwood school district. 
So why did people who are athletes dress as mathletes and vice versa? 
When asked why she dressed as a mathlete instead of an athlete, dancer 
Kaitlyn Meade stated, “It seemed like more fun because it’s something 
different than what she would usually wear.” When asked if she enjoyed 
the day and if we should continue to do it, she replied, “Yes I liked the 
day, and I think it would be a fun thing to keep around.” 

The Mathletes vs. Athletes day is something that you can just throw 
an outfit together out of things you already own such as just tucking 
your flannel in and buttoning it up all the way. There are other ways 
such as putting your hair in pigtails, taping your glasses, or wearing a 
jersey and some basketball shorts or even running shorts. There are so 
many creative things you can do with this day and with a little effort it 
can be loads of fun. 

Mathlete vs. Athlete Dress-up Day
By Jasmine Lary

Zoe Keehn and Zoe Frauen are flavored Nerds.

Mathletes: Greta Moreno Robledo, Carly 
Mehlberg, and Lucia Fernandez Pereira.

Dressed as athletes: Chayton Bower, Wyatt 
Vande Velde and Carter Nelson.

Kaitlynn Zellers enjoys dressing as a mathlete.



Page 8 Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017NEWS

As students started arriving at school 
on Wednesday, Oct. 11 classes were di-
vided by color; seniors in black, juniors 
in blue, sophomores in red, freshmen 
in green and the faculty joined in with 
white. 

Class color day has been a Home-
coming Week tradition for many years. 
Since this tradition started the colors 
have always remained the same. Al-
though, some students feel that the col-
ors could use a little update. Junior An-
gelica Jones said, “We should change 
the freshmen to purple or pink.” Many 
other students suggested using patterns 
rather than colors such as tie die or flan-
nel; or even using neon as a class color. 

Students who will be seniors in fu-
ture were asked how they felt about the 
seniors having the color black and most 
students said that they really liked the 
color choice and they hoped that the se-
niors don’t change because they want 
the opportunity to have the color one 
day too. 

By Katerina Marlow

Clash of the Colors

Juniors Carly Mehlberg, Lucia Fernandez Pereira, Greta Moreno Robledo, 
Abiah Morrison, and Alexis Morrison stand united in blue.

A triple senior threat: Jared Aman, Jaci Petsch, Antho-
ny Corkins

Madison Rystrom, Taya Burleson, and Madelaine Rogers are 
happy to wear the freshman green.
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By Myca Ryan and Angelica Jones
Ghouls, Minions Make Early Appearance

From minions to the Greeks, a wide variety of fun outfits were seen 
on the Halloween Costume Day during Homecoming. 

Though there were several repeats, so many more costumes were 
very original and some that were harder to figure out. Some that stood 
out were Grannies, the kids from The Sandlot, one of the kids from IT, 
and minions. 

This day was one of more active dress up days all week, with a ma-
jority of students suiting up and showing off their costumes before the 
big event on the Oct. 31.  

Many students dressed up as partners and groups. There were elabo-
rate group costumes that included The Office, Snow White and the Sev-
en Dwarfs. Some of the partner costumes were M&Ms, fruit, and Whin-
ny the Pooh. Even some of the teachers dressed up, like Mr. Will Malde 
who wore a taco costume. “Taco bout funny!”

 Jasmine Lary, who dressed up as Bashful with her group of the 
Seven Dwarfs was asked why she chose Bashful? Lary responded, “I 
didn’t choose Bashful it just suited me very well because both Bashful 
and I turn as red as a tomato in uncomfortable situations.” When asked 
why her group chose Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, she stated, 
“We thought it would be funny if Dominic Williams was Snow White 
and we just had seven other people who fit the descriptions of the Sev-
en Dwarfs.” 

Kadyn Hopkins and Isabel Ward.

Casey Briscoe and 
Mackenzie Wetz are 
characters from the 
movie “It.”

Domenic Lucero is 
Snow White.

Cassie Nelson, Megan Snow, Courtney Baumgartner, and Kiyah Austin.

Cristian Fierro, Casey Briscoe, Kialey Rose, Kaylyn Taborski, and 
Alana Young.

Lexie Schroeder, Lillie Wittmayer, Kailee 
Bertrand, McKinly Kyte and Tehya Winslow.

Hannah Hill and Nicole Losey.
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Homecoming Parade Ambles Deadwood’s Main Street

Parade Marshall Mr. Dean Peterson and former high school counselor 
Mr. Ron Pray.
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Cross Country Ends Year with Brady Going to State
By Jaci Petsch

The cross country team 
strove to set goals the team 
was trying to reach their 
individual goals and their 
team goals throughout the 
season.

 Mr. Will Malde, head 
cross country coach was 
very pleased with the 
team’s performance at the 
home meet in Lead. Mal-
de said “The kids did their 
best at the home meet and 
the kids represented well 
at home.” Some highlights 
from the home meet were 
senior, Mara Jacobs, placed 
second place overall in 

the women’s varsity divi-
sion, junior, Angelica Jones 
placed fifth and freshman 
Zariah Jones placed sixth 
overall at the home meet on 
Sept 26. Some boy’s high-
lights were junior Trinity 
Brady placing fourth, Car-
son Pinske placing ninth 
overall, and Pratt Williams 
placing eighteenth overall. 

The conference meet 
was on Oct. 5, starting 
off the post season. In re-
gions the athletes have to 
be in the top twenty or the 
top three teams in order to 
compete at the state meet. 

One of Malde’s goals was 
to get one or both teams 
qualified for the state meet 
at that point and get some 
individuals qualified as 
well. The conference meet 
held on Oct. 5 in Stur-
gis brought highlights such 
as Brady placing twen-
ty- sixth, Williams placing 
thirtieth, seventh grader 
Clarissa Heisinger placing 
twenty seventh, seventh 
grader Morgan Gravelis 
placing thirtieth, and An-
gelica Jones placing thirty 
eighth overall. 

Post season at the Belle 

Fourche Country Club 
on Oct. 12 Brady placed 
eighteenth, Pinske placed 
thirty- eighth, Heisinger 
placed twenty third, Grav-
elis placed twenty sixth, 
and Angelica Jones placed 
twenty- ninth. As the 
team became better with 
achieving team and indi-
vidual goals, Trinity Brady 
had the chance to advance 
to the State Meet on Oct. 
21 at the Hart Ranch Golf 
Course in Rapid City South 
Dakota. Brady placed sev-
enty- fifth in the state cross 
country meet. 

Trinity Brady running with the other competitors. 

Trinity Brady running at the State Meet at heart ranch where he placed 75th.
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Boys Golf Takes On State
By Zach Murray

Maxx Percy tees off. Kayd Varland swings away.

Junior, Maxx Percy, and 
Sophomore, Kayd Varland 
were able to represent the 
Golddiggers golf team at the 
state meet as they were the 
only two to make it from 
LDHS. 

Percy liked state golf a lot 
saying “It was amazing to see 
the best golfers in the state 
compete together and see 
how I compare to their own 
golf game. I learned a lot about 
my game and that feels great.” 

When asked “How did 
you prepare yourself for state 
golf?” Varland said “I was 

trying to focus as much as 
I could, focus is one of the 
biggest assets in golf.” Var-
land was questioned on what 
things he needed to improve 
on and what he thought he did 
well and he responded saying 
“I need to peak at the end, but 
I placed well most of the year 
so that’s good.” 

Percy was happy about his 
season low saying “I shot my 
career low of 46 and I took 
13th place in the region.” Per-
cy also said “I need to improve 
on my consistency it can be 
very patchy.” 

Both Percy and Varland 
will be returning next year for 
the Diggers and when ques-
tioned on what they expect 
out of themselves Percy re-
plied, “I want to score a con-
sistent low of 49 or less.” Var-
land who would’ve placed in 
state but a scoring issue held 
him from so said “I want to go 
top three in the state for sure.” 
The Boys Golf Team will be 
returning the same team next 
year and they are looking to 
have a good year and hope-
fully get more kids out for the 
team.
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In the month of October, the Lady 
Digger Volleyball team has strived for 
a winning season. At the end of Sep-
tember the Diggers held their home 
tournament where they played a va-
riety of teams. 

The first team they had to face 
off against was the Hot Springs Bison, 
where they beat them in two sets, be-
cause in tournaments it’s best two out 
of three. The second game the Dig-
gers played was against Newell, where 
they took that victory in two sets as 
well. The next two games they beat 
Edgemont and Harding County to get 
into the championship round. The Dig-
gers fell short of the title, where they 
played Kadoka and lost in two sets. On 
Oct. 3 the Diggers went on the road 

to Harding County. The first set was 
won by Harding County but the next 
three were swept away by the Diggers. 
This was also the match where McK-
ayla Norton reached her goal of 1,000 
set assists. 

Oct. 10 was the next big game for 
the team as they were matching up 
against the Red Cloud Crusaders at 
home. This was also Dig Pink Night for 
the Diggers where they held an auc-
tion to raise money for Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. They wore pink 
jerseys and the starters dedicated their 
game to someone that has been affect-
ed by cancer. The Diggers took the win 
in three sets. 

Considered one of the bigger games 
of the season, was the game on Oct. 12, 

against the Belle Fourche Broncs. On 
this night the Lady Diggers decided to 
hold their throwback night where they 
wore throwback jerseys. The Diggers 
ended up losing the game in three sets 
but put up a good fight. 

Oct. 23 was the team’s last regu-
lar season game where they traveled to 
Spearfish to play the Spartans. In the 
first set the Diggers put up a fight only 
to fall short of the win, the score be-
ing 25-20. The varsity team lost the 
second set 25-14 and lost the last set 
25-13. 

The Diggers are currently ranked 
second in the region. Tonight the Dig-
gers will host their first round of re-
gions against the Hot Springs Bison.

Lady Digger Volleyball Strives for Winning Season
By McKayla Norton

Lady Digger Volleyball varsity team comes together to celebrate a point and give high fives. 
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Senior McKayla Norton has re-
cently tallied her 1,000th set as-
sist of her varsity volleyball ca-
reer. Norton reached this impressive 
and noteworthy milestone on Oct. 3 
when she collected the last 36 set as-
sists to reach 1,000 at an away game 
located in Harding County where 
the volleyball team won an exciting 
game three matches to one.

When Norton was asked about 
how she felt about reaching this 
impressive milestone, she said “It 
feels great to have reached 1,000 
set assists. I was flooded with emo-
tions and a sense of success flowed 
through me.” Further expressing 
what the honor meant to her, she 
stated “For me to have reached this 
goal shows myself that I can do any-

thing I set my mind to, and it shows 
others that as well.” She also ex-
pressed her gratitude towards the 
support of her fellow teammates 
and explained, “My teammates were 
very excited for me and proud. At 
the game when I achieved this goal, 
my teammates held up papers with 
1,000 on it. They are great support.” 
Norton was given formal recognition 
for her achievement just before the 
Oct. 10 dig pink night home match 
against Red Cloud. For her feat, Nor-
ton was presented with a gold vol-
leyball by head volleyball coach Mrs. 
Kim Hansen.

Norton’s involvement in the 
sport began when she started play-
ing volleyball in seventh grade at 13 
years old. She has always played the 

position of the setter and expressed 
her fondness of the position, saying 
“I like that being a setter allows me 
to be a leader and a role model for 
my team.” Norton said, “I have def-
initely grown as a communicator on 
the court, and an overall leader.” She 
also said that there are some individ-
uals who have notably impacted her 
volleyball career significantly and 
said, “Some of my biggest impacts 
for my volleyball career would defi-
nitely have to be my parents and my 
head coach Kim Hansen.” 

Looking back at the volleyball 
season, Norton stated, “Overall I am 
very proud of this season so far per-
sonally and overall as a team. The 
team has improved a lot since last 
season and I have as well.”

By Shelbee Hopkins

Norton Reaches 1,000 Set Assist Career Goal
Coach Kim Hansen gives Norton her gold vol-
leyball.

Norton holds up her poster and balloons after reaching her goal.

Digger Varsity poses with Norton with their 1,000 signs.
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The Diggers were looking to win the Oct. 13 Homecom-
ing game against the Custer Wildcats. The Diggers started 
by kicking the ball off to the Wildcats who were able to re-
turn the ball back to the 50-yard line. The Wildcats were 
able to make quick work as they drove themselves down 
the field and were able to end their drive with a touchdown 
and took the lead 0-8. 

The Diggers got the ball back on their 15-yard line and 
were looking to answer back with a score of their own. 
Dylan Janke of the Diggers was able to help and ended up 
finding the end zone after just six plays and the Diggers were 
able to crawl back a little bit making the score 7-8.  

The Diggers defense was able to get the ball back as Zak 
Mau forced a fumble and Jordy Stulken was able to scoop 
the ball up and return in to their own 10-yard line. Jan-
ke was then able to find the end zone for the second time 
and put the Diggers ahead 14-8. On the Wildcats next drive 
they fell short on a 4th and 1 as the Diggers defense stood 
strong and got the ball back. The Diggers were not able 
to do anything and turned the ball over on downs. Custer 
then coughed up the ball again on a fumble which the Dig-
gers were able to recover it. After the recover the Diggers 

were again not able to do anything with the ball and turned 
the ball over on downs. For the third time now the Wild-
cats had turned over the ball with a fumble that the Dig-
gers recovered on the Wildcats 15-yard line. Max Johnson 
was able to end the Diggers drive with a 1-yard touchdown 
run and the Diggers tacked on seven more points making 
the score 21-8. The Diggers forced the Wildcats to punt the 
next drive but hand the ball back over after they were not 
able to covert on a 4th and 2. The Diggers yet again forced 
the Wildcats to punt and Lead-Deadwood set up shop own 
their 25-yard line. Max Johnson was able to take advantage 
of forced punt and busted a 61-yard run for a Digger touch-
down making the score 28-8. Pablo Munoz was able to add 
three points to the Diggers score on a field goal making the 
score 31-8. Coming out into the second half Dylin Johnson 
of the Diggers was able to find himself some end zone on 
a 40-yard run and made the score 38-8. Custer made one 
last drive and scored and made the score 38-14. The Dig-
gers were then able to hold on to the ball and run the clock 
out and left homecoming with a win. 

Sadly the Diggers season came to an end the next week 
after losing to the Red Cloud Crusaders 7-40.

Diggers Trounce Wildcats in 38-14 Homecoming Victory
By Zach Murray

Jacob Alley works his way around the Wildcats defense.
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Freshman Royal Court Back Row L-R: Alicia Roden, Lillie Wittmayer, Kailee Bertrand, TK Rainey, Gage Mau, and 
Charlie Hanel. Front Row L-R: Freshman King Mekieh Hon and Freshman Queen Zariah Jones.

Senior Football captains King Brigham Williams, Wyatt Hess, John 
Jones, Chris Lipp, and Zach Murray rally the crowd during the tradi-
tional blessing of the football.

Football cheerleaders Cassie Nelson and Ki-
yah Austin cheer during the Coronation cele-
bration.
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The Drama Department has many new additions this year including 
a new kind of play, and a new coach! After Ms. Barbara Fosheim stepped 
down after many years of directing, Mr. Eli Corbett, an LDHS graduate has 
taken the position. Ms. Shayley Lensgrav, the new assistant director, was 
also helping out with the play.

The cast performed, “Almost Maine,” Nov. 3-4, which was on a Fri-
day and Saturday at 7 p.m. The cast included Thad Kulp, Daniel Egemo, 
Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz, Baylie Trevino, and Remi Detwiler! The Drama 
Department rehearsed the play for about a month before they were per-
formance ready! Eli Corbett said that his biggest challenge with putting on 
the show was the technical side of things. He had some help from Jack 
Egemo on the tech crew. That includes building the set, painting, design-
ing lights and sound. 

When asked on what surprised him the most Eli Corbett said, “The 
actor’s ability to learn their parts because all of the actors have multiple 
parts. The play, “Almost Maine” is about the one of the hardest emotions 
to deal with as a young adult, love.” He describes the show as a comedy, 
but definitely can hit one’s emotions. Kulp said, “It is going to be very in-
teresting and amusing, and should relate to some people in the crowd be-
cause it deals with real life scenarios.” 

The actors put a great deal of hard work in the month before open-
ing and were very grateful for the people who showed up and gave them 
great support!  

Almost Done With Maine
By Thad Kulp
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Career Prep is a class that prepares stu-
dents for their future. In this class you do a va-
riety of different things such as, writing your 
resume, filling out an application, interview-
ing, research, and making your own portfolio. 

In this class Mr. Duane Cunningham has 
the students make a portfolio to apply for a 
job.  If one takes career prep they can further 
their experience by taking an internship. In 
internship one can choose a job of their lik-
ing and basically shadow a person in that job 
to learn more about it. 

Some students intern at the hospital, a 
hotel, the Deadwood Police Department, and 
other things. This is a great opportunity for a 
student to find what career choices they are 
interested in are like. 

Many students may think that career prep 
is very similar to the personal finance course, 
which is true because you learn about re-
sumes, portfolios, applications, jobs, job in-
terviews, etc. However, the emphasis in ca-
reer prep is future employment opportunities.

Career Students Prepare

 How do people manage working while going to school? School 
itself is already a full time job on its own. So how does one go to school 
do their homework and go to work? Where does all of this time come 
from? 

Students do both school and work all of the time, but some students 
only work one or two days a week, whereas others work full time and go 
to school. Some students may have two jobs during the summer which 
is a lot like having a job during the school year. When asked, “Do you 
find it more beneficial to work two days a week verses working multi-
ple days a week?” Angelica Jones stated, “I think its beneficial to make 
money on those two days because I am usually bored on the weekends 
and I usually save my homework for Sunday night or Monday morning 
anyway.” When asked if working during the school year causes addi-
tional stress? Jones stated, “It really just depends on what you are do-
ing in school, for instance classes such as publications where you have 
to go out of your way and do things on the weekends for school, that 
makes it a little stressful.” When asked how she felt about managing a 
job and semester testing? Jones stated, “Well here is what I think of se-
mester testing, its garbage. Taking all of those tests in one week is re-
ally stressful and I think that students should take that week off to fo-
cus on school since it is so stressful.” Some people can handle going 
to school and working at the same time because of extracurricular ac-
tivities. It would be hard to manage school, sports, and a job but some 
people can do it.  

Managing a Job while in School
By Jasmine Lary

By Gavin Haefs
 Kiwanis Students of the Month

September Students 
of the month, Zach 
Murray and Grace 
Kosters

November Stu-
dents of the month,    
Daniel Egemo and 
Isabel Ward

October Students of 
the Month, Kaitlin 
Wilks, and Hunter 
Gudith 
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The Nugget will accept only signed letters, 
which meet certain standards. Either an 
editor or advisor before publication will 
approve all photographs and artwork. In 
no way will a story, photo, or caption in the 
paper be used to intentionally humiliate or 
publicly demoralize a person or groups of 
people, or any activity and/or club that 
the person is representing.
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Eight members of the 
LDHS choir and choir direc-
tor, Ms.  Kari Owens went 
to Sioux Falls at the end of 
October for All-State chorus 
and they had quite the trip. 

The eight participants 
were Peyton Reller, Zoe 
Keehn, Grace Campbell, Hai-
ley Trewhella, Dominic Wil-
liams, Michael Pulaski Reed, 
Eric Schumacher, and Ian 
Srstka. 

Ms. Owens said “The trip 
started off quite eventful as I 
managed to set off every sin-
gle alarm on the bus before 
we had even taken off! We 
also had a little food trouble 
at the restaurant in the hotel 
we stayed at, as three of the 
kids ended up getting sick.”

 To add-on to the chal-
lenges they faced, they had to 

drive in 60mph winds, which 
Owens said wasn’t ideal. Be-
sides the struggles they faced, 
they really had a lot of fun 
getting to know each other 
on the trip and performing in 
front of so many people, and 
singing along with other stu-
dents from across the state, 
with over 1,000 of the best 
vocal and instrumental tal-
ents in South Dakota! 

They performed many 
difficult pieces, but they put 
in a lot of time so they were 
prepared, and the director 
made the experience much 
easier and very fun!  

Overall it sounded like 
they might have had some 
struggles on their trip, but 
that didn’t stop them from 
learning and making great 
memories. 

Members Sing Their Way To All-State In Sioux Falls
By Jack Egemo

Peyton Reller has been 
accepted to Regional lev-
el Honor Choir on Feb. 17 
in Chicago, IL along with 
220 others from the states 
of Wisconsin, Iowa, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska. Her 
recorded audition went up 
against over a thousand 
others from the Midwest 
states and received one of 
the highest scores. 

Choir Director, Ms. 
Kari Owens said, “Peyton 
is extremely motivated and 
came to me asking to help 
her prepare, record, and 
submit her audition for both 
the state and regional lev-
el Honor Choirs.” Though 
this will be Reller’s first 
attendance at a Regional 
Honor Choir, she has at-
tended several other pre-
mier South Dakota Honor 
Choirs throughout her ele-
mentary and middle school 
career. Since Owens first 
met Reller in fourth grade 
they’ve had many lessons 
together. Reller also meets 
twice a month for lessons 
with Dr. Nancy Roberts, 
a music professor from 
BHSU. All of this has been 

great preparation for her 
auditions and performanc-
es in Honor Choir. 

Owens said, “These 
Honor Choirs have ex-
tremely high expectations 
of their singers as well as 
tremendously difficult mu-
sical literature. Without a 
doubt, her vocal endurance 
and ability will be tested.” 

As far as supporting 
Reller through this journey 
Owens says she is most 
looking forward to helping 
her prepare as well as at-
tending her concerts.

 Many people have ex-
pressed being extremely 
proud of Reller’s accom-
plishments and are very 
excited to watch how she 
matures as a singer. 

For Reller and her fam-
ily to attend the Region-
al Honor Choir in Chica-
go there is a lot of money 
to be raised. Reller said, 
“It’s going to be a total of 
$1400 alone for their fam-
ily to stay at the hotel.” 

The Reller family as 
well as Owens are pre-
paring to ask businesses 
in the community includ-
ing Kiwanis Club, Opti-
mist Club, Lynn’s Dakota-
mart, First Interstate Bank, 
Souper Starz, Lotus Up, lo-
cal dentists, and the Boost-
er Club with the hopes of 
local businesses donating 
money that could help with 
these expenses. The regis-
tration fee of $125 was paid 
for by the school. 

Reller Harmonizes the Perfect Pitch
By Katerina Marlow

All State Chorus Back Row L-R: Ian Srstka, Eric Schum-
acher, Grace Campbell and Hailey Trewhella. Front Row 
L-R Director Kari Owens, Zoe Keehn, Peyton Reller, 
Dominic Williams, Mikel Pulaski-Reed.
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New Apes Species swing into Existence
By Shelbee Hopkins

Scientists have been mystifying for years over a tiny 
population of orangutans in Sumatra, an island in Indone-
sia. It has finally been determined that these Apes are of-
ficially considered a new species of orangutan. This new 
species of orangutan appear to be more frizzy-haired than 
other known species of orangutan. The species has been 
named the Tapanuli Orangutan and it’s the first species 
of great ape to be discovered by scientists in nearly 90 
years. Up until now, scientists have recognized six great 
ape species: Sumatran and Bornean orangutans, eastern 
and western gorillas, chimpanzees, and bonobos.

However, scientists are worrying that the newfound 
species could be on a fast track to extinction. The en-
tire population of the Tapanuli orangutans is on 800. 
The species faces hunting and deforestation problems 
that greatly affect their environment and their plummet-
ing population. These threats make the unique Tapan-
uli orangutan one of the most threatened species of all 
known great apes. This means that within just a while of 
being discovered, the species may not be around for too 
much longer if the rate they’re disappearing at continues 
this way. The species is likely to be listed on the critical-
ly endangered category of the threatened species on Earth 
if their population continues to decrease. We may end up 
seeing the discovery and the extension of a great Ape spe-
cies within our lifetime. Scientists are working tirelessly 
and to the best of their ability to save the last remaining 
habitat of the Tapanuli orangutan.

As a student at 
LDHS, acquiring a mini-
mum 45 service learning 
hours is required to grad-
uate and obtain one’s di-
ploma. It’s always a good 
idea to start racking up 
these hours as early as 
possible! Even if one al-
ready has all of the re-
quired hours tallied up 
to graduate, it’s always 
good to stay involved in 
the community and lend 
a helping hand whenever  
possible. In the commu-

nity, there’s numerous 
opportunities to secure 
some service learning 
hours and help out.

Just a few organiza-
tions in the community 
that anyone can contact 
to lend a helping hand 
include the Boys and 
Girls Club, the Hearst 
Library, the Deadwood 
Library, the Home-
stake Opera House, the 
Twin City Animal Shel-
ter, the Mining Museum, 
the City of Lead, the City 

of Deadwood, the Girl 
Scouts, the Boy Scouts, 
the Adams Museum, the 
Adams House, Kiwanis 
Club, Elks Club, the Lead 
Chamber, the Dead-
wood Chamber, Meals 
on Wheels, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of the Black 
Hills, Mt. Moriah Ceme-
tery Teen Court, and the 
Days of 76 Museum. The 
local Boys and Girls Club 
is a great way to make 
a difference while vol-
unteering. The club al-

ways appreciates an ex-
tra set of hands and it’s 
a great way to start col-
lecting hours. Volun-
teers are needed af-
ter school whenever 
one can find some extra 
time. Volunteers are of-
fered the chance to make 
a difference by influenc-
ing the lives of children 
and adolescents in the 
community by helping 
with homework, guid-
ing a project, coaching a 
game, and leaving a pos-

itive impact on the lives 
of young people in the 
area.

These are just a few 
of the organizations in 
the community that of-
fer opportunities to get 
service learning hours. 
To get more information 
on any of these organi-
zations or any other vol-
unteering opportunities 
in the community, stu-
dents should contact Ms. 
Britzman.

Organizations in the Community Offer Service Learning Opportunities
By Shelbee Hopkins

Are you looking for an opportunity to take some of your college 
classes early? Would you like to boost your GPA? Dual enrollment 
can help with these but the classes will cost you quite a bit. The 
classes are actually much cheaper than taking the classes in college. If 
you have all of your required credits, you can just take college class-
es. Since they are some online classes you don’t have to be present 
in school, but you can also go to the college and take classes there.

In addition, you will also have to buy textbooks for your class-
es, but you can rent textbooks from a college near you. When asked 
how dual enrollment is going Hess stated,” I think the website on 
which we complete the assignments is just inconvenient. The quiz-

zes are super stressful because of the time limit you get on them and 
how difficult the questions are. The setup for dual enrollment is bru-
tal when you are a teenager.  I wish I wouldn’t have taken it but it is 
required for the college I am planning to go to in the future.” Now, 
this sounds discouraging but dual enrollment is a smart thing to do 
especially if you just need to take your generals. Some people may 
not be able to afford a lot of college classes, but even taking one will 
help you out if you are planning to go to college. If you would like 
to sign up, you can go to Britzman office and go through the process 
to get signed up. The first semester is coming to a close, so sign up 
for the spring semester!

Duel Enrollment Offers Early College Success 
By Angelica Jones

Across
1. The more you make, the more 

you leave behind. What are they?
2. What has a thumb and four fin-

gers but is not alive?
3. What begins with T, ends with 

T, and has T in it?
4. What is so delicate that saying 

its name breaks it?
5. What kind of tree can you hold 

in your hand?

Down
1. What has hands but can’t clap?
2. What gets more wet the more 

it dries?
3. What can run but can’t walk?
4. What has holes but still holds 

water?
5. I am an odd number. Take 

away one letter and I become even, 
what am I?

6. What word begins with the 
letter E but only has one letter?

Ridiculous Riddles
By Wyatt Hess
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Ever wanted to 
show off your hidden 
talents and compete 
with them? Well Skills 
USA is a great way to 
compete and show off 
those hidden talents. 
Skills USA brings out 
ones creativity, talents, 
team work and leader-
ship. 

Each month the 
Skills USA team meets 
to discuss fundraising 
opportunities, old busi-
ness, new business, 
conference information 
and activities. If stu-
dents would like to sup-
port the Skills USA team 
and Robotics team stu-
dents can purchase raf-
fle tickets to win either 
a Remote Control Stam-
pede 4x4 Truck or Re-
mote Control Quad He-
licopter. The proceeds  
go to helping the clubs 
get into competitions 
and get supplies that are 
necessary for competi-
tion. Go see Jaci Petsch, 
Thad Kulp, Stewart Job, 
Anthony Corkins, Jared 
Aman, Aaron Olinger, 
Jacob Harris, or Wil-
low Young to purchase  
tickets. 

Another opportu-
nity to help your Skills 
USA team would be 
buying fruit boxes from 

the members and more 
fundraising opportuni-
ties still to come. 

If one would like 
to join Skills USA con-
tact Mr. Duane Cun-
ningham, Mr. Jim Stu-
dioso, or Mrs. Lenessa 
Keehn. There are many 
different skills where 
students can partici-
pate including custom-
er service, mechanics, 
web design, comput-
er science, health care, 
baking, culinary arts, 
criminal justice, entre-
preneurship, nail care, 
and plumbing. 

Skills USA is go-
ing to compete in Sioux 
Falls at Southeast Tech 
on April 12-13. Compet-
itors can advance to dif-
ferent levels of the com-
petitions, even up to the 
world championship. 
The rewards are schol-
arships, money, grants, 
and a variety of other 
prizes. Students show 
judges their profession-
alism, structure, knowl-
edge, ability, and so on, 
depending on the area 
on competition. Skills 
USA is a great way for 
students to show off 
their abilities, talents, 
leadership, knowledge, 
hard work, and team-
work.

Over a period of five SRB’s the Junior Class will begin their 
process of learning the basics of CPR and become CPR certified. 
During this process the class will watch a series of videos that 
explain what CPR is and how to safely perform CPR. Each stu-
dent will have their own CPR doll to practice on along with the 
instructional videos. 

CPR is cardiopulmonary resuscitation and is a process that 
combines chest compressions with a form of artificial ventila-
tion. CPR is am important skill to know because when someone’s 
heart stops working, also known as cardiac arrest, one could save 

a life by using these skills designed to pump the heart in order to 
get blood circulating and deliver oxygen to the brain. 

Senior Wyatt Hess spoke about his CPR certification pro-
cess last year saying, “Overall it went well. I made a couple small 
mistakes but still got my certification.” He also said if he were 
in a situation where CPR was needed he could probably recall 
how to perform it. 

After the Junior Class completes the training in CPR, they 
will all have the option to get CPR certified, which will take place 
on the fifth SRB day.  

How is the speech 
and debate team do-
ing so far? Are they do-
ing well or do they need 
some work? How long 
is the speech and debate 
season? How was the 
last meet? 

The Speech and De-
bate team is doing very 
well so far. The team is 
still on the state season, 
which is sadly coming to 
an end, but the team still 
has a whole other sea-
son starting in Decem-
ber which is called the 
NFL season. When Zoe 
Keehn was asked how 
long the season lasted 
she stated, “We actually 
have two different sea-

sons, state season and 
NFL season. 

The season is al-
most over for us, but 
NFL starts in December. 
We aren’t officially done 
until almost March.” 

In other news the 
team is doing extreme-
ly well this year which 
is great! Keehn was de-
lighted to talk about 
how the season was go-
ing. When asked about 
how Keehn and her 
team were doing, she 
stated, “We are doing 
insanely well as a team 
this year. 

There hasn’t been 
a single meet that we 
haven’t won, if not 

placed in so far.” That is 
amazing! 

If one gets the 
chance, congratulate the 
speech and debate team 
on their insane accom-
plishments!  

When asked where 
some of the meets have 
been, and some of the 
future meets are going 
to be Keehn stated, “We 
went to Pierre a little 
while ago and the week 
before that we went to 
Custer. We are going to 
STM, Little Wound and 
then Rapid for Region-
als.” 

The team still has a 
lot to do, but has been 
doing very well.

Skills USA CompetesSpeech Team Does “Insanely Well”

Juniors Learn How to Save Lives Using CPR

By Jasmine Lary

By Katerina Marlow

By Jaci Petsch

The LDHS Student Council is always doing something. From running con-
cessions, to selling roses on Valentine’s Day, they do a little bit of everything. 
During the month of November, the student council held a blood drive in the 
high school cafeteria. Students, teachers, and community members came out 
to support the student council and blood centers in the Black Hills. Donating 
blood is very important to communities all around the world. When tragedies 
like the one in Las Vegas happens blood centers all over the country are send-
ing blood to help support the people who need it. Blood centers are constant-
ly going to different towns and communities to hold blood drives. Every two 
seconds someone in the United States needs a blood transfusion. If one is able 
to donate, they shouldn’t hesitate because someday they may be the one who 
needs a transfusion.

The student council will be selling candy canes for Christmas and roses for 
Valentine’s Day. Student council is also responsible for Snoball and the Home-
coming dance, along with Homecoming as a whole. 

By Allison Engel
Student Council Hosts Blood Drive
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Basketball season is 
right around the corner 
for the girls. As the season 
starts on Nov. 27 the girls 
and coaches look forward 
to preparing for their first 
game on Dec. 8. The girls 
are led by head coach Mr. 
Tim Hansen and assistant 
coach Ms. Sam Grant. 

Hansen talked a bit 
about the upcoming sea-
son and the team and 
said, “We are hoping that 
our players have worked 
on their individual skills 
during the off-season in 
preparation for the up-
coming basketball sea-
son.” He also stated, “We 
return all five starters and 
top subs from last year, so 
we are anticipating over-
all team improvement 
due to all returning vet-
eran players.” 

The girls went to a 
team camp in Vermillion 

to work on their team 
and individual skills play-
ing against other teams 
of different talents. In-
dividual players went to 
their own camps to work 
on themselves with their 
position and skill work. 
Throughout the summer, 
the team went to open 
gyms to work on their 
skills both individually 
and as a team.  

Hansen talks about 
individuals getting better 
saying, “A great deal of 
individual development 
occurs in the off- sea-
son.” He goes on to say, 
“We, as a program, are 
trying to provide devel-
opmental opportunities 
during the summer (bas-
ketball camps, skill de-
velopment sessions, team 
camps, etc.) The key is 
for players to turnout 
for improvement.” Han-

sen talks about making 
it part of expected cul-
ture of LDHS athletics. 
Some goals for this sea-
son  Hansen said “Taking 
a big step forward in our 
ability to compete with 
the top teams in the area, 
obviously, we hope that 
our win-loss record im-
proves from last year, but 
we can’t control that out-
come.” Hansen also stat-
ed, “What we can control 
is our ability to take the 
next step competitively- 
to beat the teams that we 
are expected to beat and 
to compete and challenge 
the top teams in the area.”  

Taking a look into 
last year Hansen tells 
about how the team im-
proved. “Just getting ex-
perience, we were such a 
young team last year, as 
far as varsity experience. 
The vast majority of the 

team was experiencing 
their first significant varsi-
ty playing time.” Hansen 
said, “As we progressed 
throughout the year, we 
saw clear signs of im-
provement in individu-
al play and team play.” 
As the season gets going 
the team runs into very 
competitive teams. Han-
sen says, “St. Thomas 
More and Belle Fourche, 
the usual suspects in our 
region, are going to be 
the hardest competition.” 
Both will field very strong, 
veteran teams that will be 
looking to qualify for the 
state tournament. “We 
also play some AA teams 
in Spearfish and Sturgis 
that will provide some 
tough competition in our 
schedule.” As the coach-
es lead the team, Han-
sen tells about his plans 
to coach by saying, “As a 

coach, you hope to pro-
vide a positive and chal-
lenging experience for 
your players. Part of the 
experience is to challenge 
players to push through 
pre-conceived boundar-
ies that they have created 
for themselves.” Another 
plan for Hansen is to learn 
new skills, to understand 
that mistakes are part of 
the learning process,  and 
to develop an attitude of 
persistence (grit)  are all 
life skills that are impor-
tant outcomes of high 
school athletics. 

The girls look to im-
prove throughout the sea-
son and definitely meet 
the goals they set. Com-
peting with the top teams 
is always a goal for the 
team as well. Hansen and 
the team look forward to 
a great improving season. 

Girls Basketball Season is Off to a Strong Start
By Jaci Petsch 

Students and athletes are rather ex-
cited for winter sports to start. Although 
Boys Basketball has most of the atten-
tion in this area, many people get excit-
ed about wrestling here in the Lead-Dead-
wood community.  

Practice begins on Nov. 13 for the 
Digger wrestlers. Most wrestlers have at-
tended lifting and open mat sessions dur-
ing the football season to prepare. Cur-
rently, the wrestlers have been working 
out in the morning either to lose weight 
or build muscle. 

Most people have the mindset that 
wrestling is too hard to join due to the 
weight management side. Weight man-
agement in anything as well as wrestling 
is a responsibility. Keeping track of your 
weight is not always enjoyable, but each 
weight class is a different experience to 
wrestlers. Strength and weight fall hand 
in hand in the sport of wrestling. Coming 
from a wrestler, the transition from weight 
class to another is somewhat of a process. 
It wasn’t too difficult though.

When asked what problems he and 
the school faced bringing back wrestling 
to the Lead-Deadwood area Coach Beau 
Voegeli replied, “Less than a decade ago 
wrestling was dropped from Lead-Dead-
wood. There was low participation, lack 
of interest, leadership, and staff to sup-
port it. However there were still families 
in town who were ‘wrestling people.’” For 
a few years wrestlers were taken over to 
Spearfish to coop with the Spartans. In the 
2013-2014 season Lead-Deadwood had a 
team back for themselves. The team was 
coached by Mr. John Thayer, originally 
from the Lusk, Wyoming area. 

Dylin Johnson, a senior captain, who 
after completing the middle school sea-
son wrestled some varsity for squad and 
competed in the Region 4B tournament. 
The future looked bright for him and oth-
er wrestlers. Unfortunately after one sea-
son some wrestlers did not return to the 
team, Coach Thayer moved, and a new 
coach was needed. 

He came in at first from the previous 

high school of Principal Nick Gottlob. 
Voegeli stated, “I was looking for a 

small town, coaching opportunities, and of 
course wrestling. Before interviewing with 
the school I did a lot of research on this 
place, because I had never heard of Lead 
or Deadwood before. I read some articles 
about the work the Mau family had done 
to bring interest for this amazing sport 
back to a town who needs it, in my opin-
ion of course.”  

When Voegeli was asked how he 
thinks his wrestlers will do this season, he 
stated “I expect our wrestlers to compete 
for a conference title, top three region fin-
ish, and place top ten in the state tourna-
ment. I believe this will happen because of 
leadership our juniors and seniors display. 
Our sophomore class also shows untapped 
potential with athletes like Max Johnson 
and Rob Lester leading the way. We also 
have three good coaches who will give up 
much of their time and sleep to help wres-
tlers achieve their goals.”

Wrestling Coaches Prepare Athletes To Achieve Goals
By Wyatt Hess
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The LDHS Boys’ Basketball team is 
coming back from a rough 2016-2017 
season only winning three games and 
they look to bounce back this season. 
The team has tacked on many players 
and have filled a roster with 22 play-
ers. The Diggers also have hired a new 
coach, Mr. Patrick Gatzke, who was 
a former Digger himself and graduated 
Lead-Deadwood High School in 2011. 

Gavin Haefs a post player for the 
LDHS Basketball team said, “Really 
good coach, he knows how to keep his 
temper under control, and he under-
stands that conditioning isn’t just run-
ning laps.” Haefs said “I’m looking to 
have a winning season and I am willing 

to come in anytime during the day to 
get myself prepared.” Haefs is return-
ing from the 2016-2017 season where 
things didn’t go as the Diggers planned. 
Hiring a new coach in Gatzke the Dig-
gers strive to make something happen 
this year. 

“We’re trying to prepare these ath-
letes to be successful outside of sports 
as well as on the court, it’s hard to say 
how we will do, there is a lot of po-
tential and how hard we work will de-
termine the outcome of the season, it 
should be a good year,” Gatzke said. 

Change can be hard as the Dig-
gers have changed coaches and look 
to change the way they play. Gatzke 

said, “We’re going to have five or six 
different defenses and alternate them 
throughout the game, we are also going 
to integrate the new up style tempo.”  

With all the potential and chang-
es the team is looking to have a win-
ning season and play with a new style 
of tempo and outwork their oppo-
nents. “STM is the first team to come 
to mind when I think of a challenge 
and Red Cloud will probably also pro-
pose a challenge,” said Gatzke. With 
many players returning and adding 
some new key components the Diggers 
strive to bounce back from the 2016-
2017 season and provide a winning re-
cord in the 2017-2018 season.  

Boys Basketball Season Off To A Slammin’ Start

Volleyball Ends With Region Loss
The Digger Volleyball season closes with a winning record of 21-10 

. Diggers ended with a loss to the Rapid City Christian Comets in the 
second round of regions, three sets to one. The Diggers lost the first set 
but came back in the second set from being down 16-24, to win 26-24.  
The Diggers went on to lose the last two sets but put up a good fight.

The Diggers put up some great stats for the season. Carolyn Groeger 
led the team in kills with 277. McKayla Norton racked up the most serv-
ing aces of the season with a total of 66. The libero, Blake Mehlberg, got 
a total of 91 digs to make that the most on the team for the season. Norton 
also led the team in set assists with a total of 661 for the season. When it 
comes to blocking, Anna Campbell led the team with 66 for the season.  

Co-captain Carolyn Groeger stated, “I think this season went a lot 
better than most of us expected. The team connected really well and 
so we had a lot of fun playing together.” Groeger also said, “Personal-
ly I improved on playing smart and being more aware of where to place 
the ball. The team really improved on our communication and encour-
agement to others.” When asked about her most memorable part of the 
season Groeger said, “I’d have to say the most memorable part of the 
season was our countless hours spent practicing. This was when we all 
either failed together or succeeded and this is also when we had time to 
really get to know our teammates and I really enjoyed that experience.”

When asked about what the team improved on most Gracie Kosters 
said, “I think our energy and passing improved greatly from last year.” 
Kosters also had this to say when talking about the season overall, “I 
think as a team we did a great job coming together and being there for 
one another this year.” When looking back at the memories of the sea-
son Kosters stated, “The most memorable moment for me this year was 
playing the last game, this was the best moment for me personally be-
cause even though we lost it was the best game that we had played to-
gether as a team. There was energy throughout the whole match and we 
left everything out on the court.”

By McKayla Norton

By Zach Murray

Have you ever 
spent 50 dollars on a 
test that could make 
or break your future? 
This test is called the 
ACT and it is a stan-
dardized test for high 
school achievement 
and college admissions 
in the United States. 
You can score up to a 
36 but the national av-
erage is a 20. Depend-
ing on the college you 
want to attend, you 
have to meet an ACT 
minimum score. 

Black Hills State 
University accepts the 
minimum ACT score 
of 18, but there are 
other requirements. 
Sometimes colleges 
accept higher scores 
than what they allow 
as the minimum, so 
take the ACT for the 
higher score. There 
is no requirement for 
how many times you 
can take the ACT, but 
it would be benefi-

cial to take it a max-
imum of four times. 
You can choose which 
score you want to put 
on your college appli-
cations. 

If you sign up be-
fore the deadline the 
price is 50 dollars, if 
you’re late it’s 70 dol-
lars. In order to sign 
up you have to get an 
account on the ACT 
website, and then an-
swer a series of ques-
tions. 

When asked how 
the ACT was Wyatt 
Hess stated, “The en-
vironment of the test 
is very stressful and I 
don’t think that they 
give you a fair amount 
of time to take the test 
comfortably. Also the 
scoring of the ACT 
doesn’t seem like it 
gives certain individu-
als a fair score. For ex-
ample, a person at the 
top of their class could 
get a 10.” 

By Angelica Jones
ACT Determines Entrance
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Remi Detwiler, Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz, Thad Kulp, Baylie Trevino, 
and Daniel Egemo all take a final bow.

Daniel Egemo and Baylie Trevino reveal their 
s’mores.

Baylie Trevino left Thad Kulp at the ice-skat-
ing rink.

Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz comes back to Thad Kulp to apologize for 
how she left things.

Baylie Trevino and Thad Kulp  talk about her love life and his disease. Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz found all the love 
she gave Daniel Egemo.

Remi Detwiler cuddles up to Daniel Egemo in 
the beginning of the play.

Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz reveals Thad Kulp’s ‘Villian’ tattoo by lifting 
his sleeve.
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Thad Kulp

Gavin Haefs

Mckayla Norton Jaci Petsch

Angelica Jones

Jasmine LaryWyatt   Hess

Shelbee Hopkins

Zach Murray

Jack Egemo

Ms. Loeffen

Allison Engel

Myca Ryan

Merry Christmas 
FROM THE PUBLICATIONS CREW!
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Editor: McKayla Norton
Photo Editor: Jaci Petsch
Sports Editor: Zachary Murray
Reporters/Photographers: Anthony Corkins, 
Jack Egemo, Allison Engel, Gavin Haefs, 
Wyatt Hess, Shelbee Hopkins, Angelica 
Jones, Thad Kulp, Jasmine Lary, Katerina 
Marlow, and Myca Ryan.
Advisor: Ms. Kim Loeffen

Postmaster: Please send the address 
changes to The LDHS Nugget, 320 South 
Main St. Lead South Dakota 57754. The 
LDHS Nugget is published monthly from 
September to May. A free publication for 
limited subscribers.

The views in the LDHS Nugget are not 
the views of the Publications Staff. They 
merely represent an individual’s opinion. 
The Nugget will accept only signed letters, 
which meet certain standards. Either an 
editor or advisor before publication will 
approve all photographs and artwork. In 
no way will a story, photo, or caption in the 
paper be used to intentionally humiliate or 
publicly demoralize a person or groups of 
people, or any activity and/or club that 
the person is representing.

Kiwanis December Students 
of the Month

Key Club is having a very busy month! Key Club started a new 
event that will be held annually called 5th Quarter. The 5th Quarter is 
an event for middle school students that will be held after varsity bas-
ketball games. This is event is for students who don’t have a place to 
go after games. The first 5th Quarter event took place on Dec. 8. During 
the event, students decorated cookies and played oversize board games.

Key Club also organized a Key Collector game, previously played at 
the high school, over at the middle school. This game is where students 
sign their name on a card and it is handed to another student. The stu-
dent with the card then must find that person who is named and collect 
their card. At the end of the game there should be one winner who will 
receive half of the funds received during the signups. 

Key Club will be participating in TIE which is a fundraiser that col-
lects lightly worn clothing, movies, games, books and many other items 
that families could use. There will be boxes placed at Ace Hardware, 
Lynn’s Dakotamart, and in the high school. This is a great way to get 
rid of items that one does not wear, but also to give these items to the 
people who really need them, especially during the holiday and win-
ter season. 

Lastly, Key Club will be selling Little Caesars pizza online now, pa-
per forms will be given out in Feb. and pizza will be ready for delivery 
in Mar. If one is interested in purchasing Little Caesars products contact 
Ms. Wendy Schamber or find a Key Club member to place your order.

Key Club Plans New Event
By Allison Engel

Gage Mau                   Lexie Schroeder 

Officer Kip Mau discusses morals with senior 
class during Junior Achievement.
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A Capella Choir Performs Winter Concert
By Angelica Jones

 Did you 
see the choir con-
cert on Dec. 11? The 
high school A Capel-
la and middle school 
choirs put on a perfor-
mance at their Christ-
mas concert. Ms. Kari 
Owens directed both 
choirs. The choirs 
performed a vari-
ety of different songs 
and used movements 
to create the beauti-
ful sounds that were 
used during the show. 

To start the con-
cert, eight members 
of the new vocal Jazz 
Club sang “Christmas 
Time is Here,” and 
“Take Me Home.” 
Vocal Jazz members 
are Ashtynn Gibson, 
Mekieh Hon, Delaney 
Johnston, Zoe Keehn, 
Peyton Reller, Kialey 
Rose, Eric Schumach-

er, and Kaitlyn Wilks. 
They were accompa-
nied by Brianna Pfei-
ffer-Munoz on the pi-
ano. 

The middle 
school choir followed 
the Vocal Jazz. The 
high school A Capel-
la Choir then posi-
tioned themselves on 
stage. A few students, 
Delaney Johnston, 
Josh Lehman and Bri-
anna Pfeiffer-Munoz 
were recognized and 
thanked for their con-
tributions. 

The choir per-
formed a song orig-
inally sung by the 
Pentatonix, a popular 
A Capella group. The 
Pentatonix Christmas 
song is called “White 
Winter Hymnal.” Kat-
erina Marlow said, “I 
liked how Ms. Owens 

incorporated differ-
ent instruments into 
the pieces because 
it makes the crowd 
and us as students be 
more intrigued.” Jas-
mine  Lary said her 
favorite song was, 
“White Winter Hym-
nal because it sound-
ed so phenomenal 
and it looked so di-
vine. They were in-
credibly enthusias-
tic about what they 
were singing.” Other 
songs performed were 
“Carol of the Bells,” 
“Requiem,” accom-
plishment by Delaney 
Johnston on the pi-
ano, “No Room, No 
Room, Homeward 
Bound,” accomplish-
ment by Pfeiffer-Mu-
noz on piano, “Noel,” 
with Josh Lehman on 
djembe.

A Capella Choir sings with accomplishment by Munoz and directed by Ms. Kari Owens.

Zoe Keehn, Brandy Morris, Zoe Fraun, Hailey 
Trewhella, Peyton Reller sing White Winter 
Hymnal

Kaitlin Wilks, Katerina Marlow, Zoe Keehn, 
Delaney Johnston, Mekieh Hon, Eric Schum-
acher, Peyton Reller, Kialey Rose sing Christ-
mas time is here and take me home.
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The “Pop” That Sidelined Me
By Zach Murray

Its second and 
eight and I burst to the 
right heading for out of 
bounds trying to pick up 
a first down. Someone 
grabs me by my shoul-
der pads, a defender falls 
on my leg and I hear 
a pop. I feel pain and 
numbness in my leg, the 
athletic trainers run to-
wards me. They start 
bending my knee and 
the look on their faces 
isn’t good. “I don’t think 
you are going back in to-
night,” I remember them 
saying. Then it starts to 
hit me that this injury 
is really serious. I start 
talking to myself say-
ing “How is this the hit 
that takes me out? There 
is no way this can be it. 
I have taken way harder 
hits. This can’t be hap-
pening.” Tom Tieszen, 
Head Football Coach for 
Lead-Deadwood said “It 
was a big momentum 
change you know when 
you have one of your 
leaders go down it def-
initely impacts the oth-
er players and how they 
feel about the game and 
how it’s going.” It was 
hard for me to watch my 
teammates play without 
me as they struggled to 
make anything happen. 
“We were able to do 
some things by keeping 
their offense off the field 
because we could throw 
as well as run and then 
when that happened 
and an inexperienced 
guy that might be a little 
timid and you go three 

and out, short drives lets 
them have more oppor-
tunities to score” said 
Tieszen. 

After the game I go 
in for a MRI and I’m 
told that I have torn my 
ACL. An Anterior Cru-
ciate Ligament tear, or 
an ACL tear is common-
ly found in people who 
are in sports and are ac-
tive. ACL tears can take 
up 9-12 months to final-
ly be back to its nor-
mal stage as it was be-
fore. Things start to 
set in when the doctor 
brings me a brace and 
says “You’ll be wearing 
this for a while.” This 
tear doesn’t just change 
what you do in physi-
cally but it also chang-
es you mentally. “An 
ACL tear is caused by 
hard change in direction 
where your femur keeps 
going in one direction 
and your tibia doesn’t. 
You can also tear your 
ACL by taking a hard 
blow to the knee,” Me-
gan Quinn of The Dead-
wood Regional Hospital 

Physical Therapy team 
said. My football season 
is over, they are telling 
me that I more than like-
ly won’t make basketball 
and I’ll be lucky if I make 
the baseball season. 

Things really start 
to get to me as I’m be-
ing told that I won’t be 
able to participate in the 
things I love. This is my 
senior year, I don’t get to 
come back to this next 
year, I don’t get anoth-
er shot, it’s over. I nev-
er thought that I would 
be on the side watching 
others do what I can’t. 
Now it isn’t so much my 
knee just hurting but I’m 
being emotionally chal-
lenged due to the fact 
that things that I love 
have been taken away 
from me.

Jaci Petsch, a class-
mate at Lead-Deadwood 
High School agreed with 
me. “It was kind of sad 
because sports have 
been my life and I was 
thinking about doing it 
in college, so I felt de-
pressed and fell apart in 

the doctor’s office be-
cause I knew something 
was wrong but I was in 
denial,” Petsch said.

Looking at my leg 
now is crazy because 
it has lost some much 
muscle and is super tiny. 
I really don’t have any 
flexibility in my knee 
and have a hard time 
bending it. Being on 
crutches is one of the 
worse parts about this 
whole experience. I hate 
that I can’t even carry a 
glass of water because 
my hands are occupied 
with moving crutches 
and it slows me down a 
lot so when I’m in pub-
lic I tend to get bumped 
into and getting in the 
way of others and slow-
ing them down. Petsch 
also agreed with me on 
this. “It sucked because 
I couldn’t work which 
I always have done and 
going out with friends 
and going and doing 
what I use to be able to 
do was hard.” 

Now knowing that 
I’m going to be stuck 

like this for a period of 
time I start trying to find 
some positives. Some-
thing I found really pos-
itive is that I can know 
start looking at what I 
want to do after High 
School, like where do I 
want to go for college 
and what am I wanting 
to major in? I’m now in 
the rebuilding stage with 
all of this and things are 
going good. I’m able to 
put some weight on my 
leg and I have started 
PT trying to regain some 
strength in my quad and 
calf. “Healing, healing, 
healing, healing is very 
important along with 
supporting you knee 
with a strong quad and 
calf” Quinn said. ACL 
tears will do more to a 
person than just change 
what they do physically. 
It will challenge one to 
try to find positive things 
throughout the process. 
Things are now start-
ing to get better from the 
help of doctors, physi-
cians, friends and a great 
family. 

This is the play where I, Zach Murray heard the “pop” and tore my ACL.
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Wrestlers Start Off Their Season Very Successfully 

The Wrestling team is off to a 
great start to their 2017 year with 
a lot of anticipation for a great sea-
son. The wrestlers are coached by 
Coach Beau Voegeli (year four), 
Coach Joe Barrett (year three), 
and first year Coach Bay Norton, 
a 2016 LDHS graduate!

 Last year the team qualified 
four wrestlers for state, with three 
of those wrestlers returning this 
year. The team is led by its se-
niors, Dylin Johnson, Wyatt Hess, 
and Brigham Williams.

Voegeli and Johnson have put 
in hard work and  set high goals, 
that are paying off with Johnson 
having the most career wins at 
LDHS since accurate records have 
been kept. 

Williams is currently ranked 
number nine in the state, and Hess 
barely missed qualifying for finals 
in the Custer meet. Hess described 
the team’s goals: “We set some 
rather high goals for ourselves this 
year, but we are in the right po-
sition, and have the potential to 
reach them.”  Other than seniors, 
Voegeli said to watch out for Car-
son Pinkse, and Robbie Lester, as 
they both pinned their way to first 
place in the Custer tournament. He 
described Pinkse as a “workhorse” 
and said Lester is one of the team’s 
best at pinning his opponent. 

The team just recently went 

down to Rapid City to participate 
in the biggest tournament of their 
year. Hess said that it is even more 
competitive than State. Coach 
Voegeli likes them to go to focus 
on learning, but still to wrestle to 
the best of their ability. Hess added 
that to make it to day two is in an 
accomplishment in itself, the team 
had five wrestlers make it.

The team hopes that the teach-
ers, other teams, and students 
come out and support them at their 
three home duals in one of the best 
home environments around. 

The team recently had some 
success at the Holiday Extravagan-
za in Hot Springs. They had five 
wrestlers in the finals and took 
home third place as a team.

Junior Students Head to Aberdeen For The Big Idea Project
Ever wanted to create a business but don’t have the 

cash for it? Lucky for you, there’s The Big Idea Competi-
tion. 

This is a competition for budding businesses or for those 
who want to get a little assistance in starting up, purchas-
ing, and or building a business.

Students in Matt Campbell’s personal finance class had 
the opportunity to enter with their own ideas either by 
themselves or as a small group. There were a total of 10 en-
tries from the class and though they were all amazing ideas, 
only one made the cut to go from the regionals and go to 
the state level. 

This big idea was Antisocial Eats. This lovely little res-
taurant gives those who are a little too shy to go out and 
eat the chance to eat comfortably in peace and quiet. Once 
sat at a table, you would get a small tablet to place your or-
der, no awkward chitchat with a waitress or anything. The 
tablets would send the order to the cooks, who would then 
whip up your meals and then the tablet would tell you when 
your meal was ready. You can then go get your plate and 
take it back to your table and eat. Of the hundreds of ideas 
sent, only 40 are chosen and of those 40, only one may 
prevail. Unfortunately,  Antisocial eats fell shy of the final 
prize when the group traveled to Aberdeen, Dec 6.

By Myca Ryan

By Jack Egemo

Max Johnson prepares for a shot on his Sturgis opponent.

Carson Pinske prepares his Douglas opponent 
for the pin he’s about to receive.
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Girls Basketball Starts Hot With a 3-0 Record
By Jaci Petsch

Starting lineups, jump, 
and the game begins. Start-
ing off the season the Lady 
Diggers play the Douglas Pa-
triots in Lead, Dec. 8. Mr. 
Tim Hansen, head coach for 
two consecutive years and 
the five starters: Jaci Petsch, 
Grace Campbell, Natalie 
Janssen, Anna Campbell, and 
Carly Mehlberg look to start 
the season off by playing well 
together for another year. 

The girls have been prac-
ticing hard in the off season 

for the season to come and so 
they can compete. 

The very first game 
against the Lady Patriots was 
a very intense and crazy up 
and down game. Both teams 
scoring back and forth having 
one nail biter of a game. Hav-
ing two girls from each team 
foul out near the end of the 
game made for a wild end-
ing to the game. After a roller 
coaster of emotions the Lady 
Diggers came out one point 
on top of the Lady Patriots 
making their first win of the 

season with an ending score 
of 48-47. 

Saturday, Dec. 9. The 
Lady Diggers went to Hard-
ing County to face the Lady 
Ranchers for the second 
game of the season. Taking 
the lead from the beginning 
the Lady Diggers fought to 
always have the lead score 
throughout the game. Hard-
ing County was a great game 
for the Lady Diggers with 
rebounding and setting up 
plays. Rotating girls in and 
out made for a variety of dif-

ferent plays and moves to get 
the ball in the hoop. The fi-
nal score of the Lady Ranch-
er and the Lady Digger game 
was a winning 44-18. 

The Lady Diggers played 
the Newell Lady Irrigators 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 winning 53-
39 after a long physical, in-
tense game. 

Next, the Lady Diggers 
look forward to the Stateline 
Shootout in Sundance, Wy-
oming Dec. 15 and 16 to play 
Sundance, Wyoming and 
Newcastle, Wyoming. 

Carly Mehlberg looking to shoot a three pointer.

Anna Campbell shoots inside the paint for two points. 

Jaci Petsch in triple threat looks for options to get to the basket.
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The Diggers boys basketball team fought hard, but lost 
to Oelrichs 51-48 in its season opener, Friday night Dec. 8 
in Oelrichs

The Diggers and Oelrichs ended in a 12-12 tie after one 
quarter of play. Junior Carter nelson had six of the 12 points 
that quarter. 

During the second quarter the Tigers were able to jump 
out ahead with a couple quick baskets and take the lead (18-
14)

Senior Chris Lipp scored seven of the Diggers nine points 
in the second quarter, but the Diggers trailed 26-21 at the half. 

Oelrichs kept the lead heading into the third quarter and 
they were able to get multiple people to score for them and 
added 10 points to their lead 36-32. The Diggers scored 11 
points in the third quarter, but trailed 36-32 going into the 
final eight minutes of play.

In the fourth quarter both teams battled back and forth, 
but no one was able to pull away from the other team. 

Coming down to the wire the Tiger held a three point 
lead 51-48 and the Digger were able to put up four shots be-
fore time could expire, but they were not able to cash in on 
any of those shots, and they fell to the Tigers 51-48. 

“I wish we would have moved the ball a little better, 
we kind of got stuck on one side of the floor a lot of the 
game when they ran their 2-3 zone defense, give them cred-

it though because they forced us to keep taking long deep 
three over and over and it was just a game where we were 
cold tonight,” Coach Patrick Gatzke said.

Carter Nelson played a big role for the Golddiggers hav-
ing 14 points, three rebounds and two assists. Jason Long Sol-
dier of the Tigers was able to put up 13 points and grab 5 Five 
rebounds. The Diggers traveled to Harding County, Saturday 
Dec. 9 at 3:30 p.m. to take on the Ranchers. 

The Diggers bounced back against the Harding Coun-
ty Ranchers, winning 52-47. Chris Lipp helped the team in 
this victory with 15 points, nine rebounds and three assists. 
Jack Egemo was another key factor for the Diggers getting 12 
points, six rebounds and five assists.

The next game for Lead-Deadwood was a matchup 
against the Newell Irrigators. The Golddiggers were able to 
chalk up another win as they beat Newell 52-25. Gavin Haefs 
was able to be a huge key of the Diggers offense as he had 
seven points, 13 rebounds of which five of them were on the 
offensive side of the ball, and he also had four assists. 

Games played at the Stateline Shootout will be reported 
in the Jan. Nugget due to press time constraints.  

Boys Basketball Jump Starts Season With 2-1 Record
By Zach Murray

Jack Egemo finishes the lay up. 

Gavin Haefs goes up strong for two.
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Jaci Petsch: Elf because it’s funny, the actors are funny, 
it has a good story plot, it brings a lot of Christmas joy, and 
I have memorized the whole movie.

Zach Murray: A Christmas Story because I received a 
Red Rider when I was six years old. 

Ms. Loeffen: My favorite Christmas movie is A Christ-
mas Carol because I identify with scrooge.

Carly Mehlberg: The Grinch because I grew up watch-
ing it and I like the dog.

Joey Ingham: Elf because it’s very funny and is a good 

Christmas movie. 
Emily Fox: The Grinch because I used to watch it all 

the time as a kid every Christmas. Also, it shows the true 
meaning of Christmas because it’s not all about presents. 

Zak Mau: Elf because it’s super funny and it makes peo-
ple believe in Santa Clause

Megan Snow: Home Alone because it’s family friendly 
but I’m old enough to understand the jokes. 

What’s Your Favorite Christmas Movie? Why?
By McKayla Norton

Across
1. The name of the main character in this "Christmas 

vacation" movie.
2. A confused young man ventures to New York to 

find his father.
3. This character relives his past, understands the 

present, and sees the future on Christmas Eve.
4. The name of the monster who replaced Santa and 

ruined Christmas.
5. Tim Allen replaces Santa Claus and takes control of 

the North Pole.
6. Young boy or man who is a personified version of 

winter. 

Down
1. A young troublemaker gets left at home during the 

holidays.
2. This character steals all of the presents from the 

“Whos”.
3. A young boy boards a train headed north. 
4. The name of the animal who came to peace with 

his birth defect.
5. The name of the boy who wanted a BB gun for 

Christmas.
6. A magical top hat brings this snowman to life.

It’s a Cinema Christmas, Charlie Brown!
By Wyatt Hess
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One of the tournaments that was of great success was the conference meet 
where everyone placed. Which for the wrestling team is a great accomplish-
ment. Another big tournament and the second to last tournament would be the 
region tournament. This is where wrestlers from the team get the chance to 
advance to the state tournament. The top 4 from each weight class advances 
to the state tournament. Senior Dylin Johnson placed fourth, sophomore Max 
Johnson placed second, Junior Carson Pinske placed fourth, Senior Brigham 
Williams placed third, and for the first time in a while one of the team mem-
bers was region champ which was Robbie Lester. Since each of these wrestlers 
placed fourth or higher, they got to advance to the state tournament which 
was held in Sioux Falls. Unfortunately for the other wrestlers that would be 
the end of their season. The Diggers sent five wrestlers to state for this season.

At the state tournament in each weight bracket, there are sixteen wres-
tlers. The tournament consists of 2 days. On the first day if you lose 2 match-
es you are out of the tournament. Dylin Johnson unfortunately lost both his 
matches so he did not make it to the next day. Max Johnson won one of three 
matches the first day which meant he didn’t get to advance either. Pinkse also 
won one of three matches meaning he didn’t advance. Lester also unfortu-
nately lost both his matches. On the first day Williams won 2 of three match-
es meaning he would advance to the next day. 

On the second day of competition Williams lost his first match, but went 
on to win his last match at state where he then placed seventh! Overall it was 
a successful season for the Digger Wrestling team. The team ended the sea-
son with an end of the year banquet at Pizza Lab the day after the team came 
back from state. 

Wrestlers Take Down the Season
By McKayla Norton
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The Drama Department will be performing “Eurydice” for their 
next performance following “The Seven.” On Valentine’s Day, 
February 14th, twenty-two students auditioned to fill seven roles. 
Director Eli Corbett said “Auditions went extremely well! Cutting 
people is never easy, but that’s just how this world works some-
times. I ended up choosing the seven actors that I felt fit the roles 
the best.”

The play itself revolves around Eurydice who is madly in love 
with Orpheus. On their wedding day, Eurydice gets tricked into 
meeting with someone to retrieve a letter and ends up being sent 
into the Underworld. Upon entering the Underworld, Eurydice has 
forgotten everything, including her own name. She has to relearn 
everything again. Luckily her father, who is also in the underworld, 
helps her regain knowledge. While that is going down, back in the 
land of living, Orpheus spends the remainder of the play trying to 
bring Eurydice back. 

Corbett added that this is the first play this year that all of the 
actors will be playing the same characters throughout! In “The 
Seven and Almost, Maine,”the actors were all playing multiple 
roles. This play will be a nice change of pace for them. It will re-
ally allow them to develop and mold their characters.

Eurydice will be performed on April 6th -7th so go out and en-
joy a very entertaining show that our Drama department consis-
tently brings!      

Twenty-Two Audition For 
Spring Play
By Jack Egemo
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Musicians Perform at Solo Ensemble Contest
By: Grace Campbell

 On Feb. 7 a group of students from Lead-Deadwood 
traveled to Rapid City for the annual Solo Ensemble Con-
test held at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center and Central 
High School. The contest consisted of performances by vo-
cal artists and instrumental artists. Each performance was 
critiqued by one judge who then rated the group or indi-
vidual with a score. All wind, string, vocal, and piano solos 
were rated on a scale with a total of 30 points. A score of 
30-26 is considered a superior rating, 25-21 is above aver-
age, 20-16 is average, and 15-0 is below average. All wind, 
string, and vocal ensembles were rated on a scale of 35 to-
tal points. A score of 35-31 is considered superior, 30-26 is 
above average, 25-21 is average, and 20-0 is below aver-
age. The final category of scoring was for all percussion so-
los and ensembles and they were rated on a scale of 25 to-
tal points.  A score of 25-21 is a superior, 20-16 is above 
average, 15-11 is average, and 10-0 is below average. 

 The Lead-Deadwood students performed a total of 

31 solos and ensembles. 20 of these performances were so-
los and 14 of the solos were vocal performances. The other 
six solos were played on the timpani, the tenor saxophone, 
the clarinet, the alto saxophone, the tuba, and the electric 
bass. The other 11 performances consisted of 7 duets, 2 en-
sembles, a saxophone trio, and a flute quartet. All of the 
musicians practiced for months before contest so that they 
could give their best performances. Senior flute player, Ka-
tie Tieman said that her favorite thing about Solo Ensemble 
Contest is “challenging myself to a hard selection of music, 
practicing it, and earning a high score”. Senior percussion-
ist, Mara Jacobs said that she has gone to contest every year 
“so that I can say that I have attended contest seven years 
in a row, and because it looks really good on scholarship 
applications”. Solo Ensemble Contest is a great way for stu-
dents to diversify their musical understanding. It gives them 
an opportunity to listen to other musicians and have one 
day to just have fun.

The band members that attended contest pose for a picture. Johnathan Ingham and Brigham Williams play their 
duet for a judge.

The percussionists perform their ensemble. Katie Tieman and Gracie Kosters play their flute duet.
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On the mornings of Jan. 12, 13, and 14 before school, the 
art club held their fourth annual Valentine’s Day fundraiser. 
Under the guidance of the high school and middle school 
art teacher, Mr. Oliver Burgoyne, the art club sold creative 
handmade Valentine’s Day cards along with a bag of can-
dy for $1.50. Burgoyne said, “The event helps spread the 
awareness of the arts in the community. It helps our talent-
ed student artist’s show their artistic skills combined with 
humor. The fundraiser started as a way for the art club to 
raise money for field trips and to fund guest speakers and 
special materials.”

In the past, art club used to make small candy boxes. 
However, this year it was decided as a club to make Valen-
tine’s Day cards instead. The process of making the cards 
is a rather lengthy one. It usually takes about a month to 

create the handcrafted Valentine’s cards. Burgoyne said, “I 
love fundraising for the Art Club but it can be very stress-
ful at times. The most stressful part of any our fundraising 
events is always time. In order to create beautifully hand-
crafted cards/art work takes lots of time and planning.” In 
order to make all of the cards before Valentine’s Day, the art 
club started to make cards around the middle of January and 
continued making them through the first week of February. 
The club made approximately fifty cards for the event. All 
of the proceeds are used to fund fun arts related field trips.

When asked about how the fundraiser went, Mr. Bur-
goyne stated that it was a success. The artistic students who 
created the cards were Maddie Morrison, Hailey Trewhella, 
Kat Wilks, Katerina Marlow and Elissa Buckmier.

Art Club Holds Fourth Annual Valentine’s Day Fundraiser
By Shelbee Hopkins

Let’s go back 48 years ago. The beginning of the Home-
coming. It started with a three day event with no queen or 
king. They started to elect queen in 1931 and the king only 
in 1952. The first night, they were doing a huge bonfire that 
later changed to the “L”. After that, most of the students 
had a snake dance down Lead Main Street by the theater 
where they watched a free movie. On the second day of 
Homecoming, the parade was held. The game was played 
the third day. When the game was done, the students 
went back to the school to have a good time at the dance. 
 Now, let’s talk about our newspaper. The news-
paper was published for the first time in 1905. The princi-
pal wanted the name to be The Nugget because the paper 
might be mistakenly associated with The Nugget Brewing 

Company that was located in Central City. The principal 
won the argument and the name The Nugget remains to 
this day.  In the beginning, The Nugget looked like a mag-
azine; it was a small book, composed of poems, local items 
and current topics. In 1921, it changed to a bigger book and 
the students had to pay for it. The paper was often pub-
lished in different colors. Around 20 years after the start of 
The Nugget, a group of seniors published The Annual Nug-
get.      

 Did you know that in 1922, the color of Lead was 
black? It became gray in 1926. Around 1945 it went back to 
black. They changed to blue in 1948, boys wore blue and 
girls wore white. Finally, in 1975 the color became maroon 
and gold with boys wearing maroon and girls wearing gold. 

Exploring Past Traditions of the Lead Deadwood High School
By Emma Koenig

If you didn’t have to sleep, what would 
you do with the extra time?

Charlie: Watch TV and eat food
What game or movie universe would 
you most like to live in?

Charlie: Land of the Lost
What are you most looking  forward 
to in the next 10 years?

Charlie: Getting out of school

If you could turn any activity into an Olym-
pic sport what would you have a good 
chance of winning a medal for?

Mr. Tieszen: Science Trivia
What’s the most heartwarming thing you 
have ever seen?

Mr. Tieszen: Bear cubs
What’s the best way to start your day?

Mr. Tieszen: Warm shower

Who is your go to band or artist when 
you can’t decide what to listen to?

Jaci: Khalid
What could you give a 40 minute pre-
sentation on without any preparation?

Jaci: Success
What is something you think everyone 
should try at least once in their life?

Jaci: Go to a concert or travel

Senior: Jaci 
Petsch

Staff: Mr. 
Tieszen

Freshman: 
Charlie Hanel
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With the boys basket-
ball season working towards 
an end the Lead-Dead-
wood Diggers took on five 
teams (Philip Scotties, Ben-
net County Warriors, Bison 
Cardinals, and Custer Wild-
cats) within the month of 
February.

First game taking place 
at home against the Philip 
Scotties didn’t go the way 
the Diggers wanted it to. 
The Diggers were able to 
only win one out of the four 
quarters. The first quarter 
was back and forth and the 
Diggers and Scotties trad-
ed blows. The Diggers came 
out on bottom in the first 
quarter 17-19. 

The Diggers seemed to 
slow down in the second 
quarter only putting up nine 
points and allowed the Scot-
ties to score 15. 

Making the score for 26-
34 in Philip’s favor.  

The third quarter the 
Diggers offense picked it up 
as they were able to score 

16 points, but their defense 
wasn’t able to put a stop to 
the Scotties offense and al-
lowed Philip to score 18. The 
Diggers were now down by 
10, losing 52-42. 

The fourth quarter for 
the Diggers was good on 
both the offensive and de-
fensive side of the ball. 

The Diggers were able 
to score 18 for themselves 
and they held the Scotties to 
only 11 points. The Diggers 
came up short losing 60-63. 

Carter Nelson was able 
to put up 13 points, 7 re-
bounds and 2 assist for the 
Diggers. 

The Digger then had to 
travel to Bennet County to 
take on the Warriors, and 
much like the game against 
Philip this game did not go 
the Diggers wanted in to. 

Things were close in the 
first quarter as no team was 
able to jump ahead and the 
first quarter ended 8-8. 

The second quarter the 
Diggers fell behind by only 

scoring 7 points and allow-
ing the Warriors to score 13. 
This had the Diggers trailing 
15-21 going into the half. 

In the third quarter the 
Digger were able to crawl 
back a little as the held the 
Warriors to 10 points and 
score 13 for themselves mak-
ing the score 28-31 with the 
Diggers still trailing.

The fourth quarter was 
bad for the Diggers as things 
seemed to fall apart. The 
Diggers lost 5 players due to 
fouling out and had to play 
the fourth quarter by going 
deep into their bench. 

The Diggers defense 
didn’t seem to be a problem 
for the Warriors as the War-
riors were able to put up 22 
points. The Diggers offense 
struggled to match Bennet 
County’s 22 points as the 
Diggers only scored 13 and 
lost the game 41-53. 

Zak Mau was able to put 
up 8 points, 8 rebounds and 
1 steal for the Diggers in the 
loss. 

For the third game of the 
month the Diggers stayed 
home and hosted the Bison 
Cardinals. The Diggers were 
looking to come out on top 
of this game but came up 
short. 

The Diggers fell behind 
by four in the first quarter 
making the score 11-16. 

The second quarter the 
Diggers were on fire as the 
put up 20 points and held 
the Cardinals to 15 points 
and the teams went into half 
tied 31-31.

Coming out of the half 
the Diggers were slow and 
only scored 9 points and 
gave up 17 and fell behind 
40-48. 

In the fourth quarter the 
Diggers were able to our 
score the Cardinals by one 
point but ended up losing 
48-55.

 The Diggers fell to both 
Rapid City Christian and 
Saint Thomas More to end 
the season with a 4-17 re-
cord.

Diggers Boys Basketball Struggles in the Month of February
By Zach Murray

Carter Nelson shoots for three. Jacob Alley goes up for the lay-up.
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Girls Basketball Ends Season with a 9-11 Record

After a tough loss to Hill City 
the Lady Diggers traveled to Hot 
Springs to play the Lady Bison on 
Jan. 20. The Lady Diggers fought 
hard against the Lady Bison com-
ing up with a win of  37-25.  On Jan 
23 was the next game for the Lady 
Diggers traveling to Belle Fourche 
to face the number two team in 
the region losing 53-14. Fighting 
throughout the season the Lady 
Diggers have progressed and kept 
getting better. 

The Red Cloud Lady Crusaders 
traveled to Lead to play the Lady 
Diggers on Jan. 25. The Lady Dig-
gers hustled and set up offense well 
during this game but still came a 
little short of a score of 58-34.  

On Jan 30. The Lady Diggers 
traveled to face one of their rivals 
the Spearfish Lady Spartans. As 
the score went back and forth the 
Lady Diggers lost 46-25. 

The Philip Lady Scotties trav-
eled to Lead Feb 1 to face the Lady 

Diggers. Both teams fought hard 
and played good defense the whole 
game making it a intense game. 

The Lady Diggers came up only 
one point short to the Lady Scotties 
37-38. Having the Bennett County 
game rescheduled three times the 
Lady Diggers finally got to travel 
to Bennett County to face the Lady 
Warriors. Both teams were hus-
tling and shooting well during the 
game but the Lady Diggers took off 
on a scoring streak striking a win 
of 48-33. Feb 13. The Lady Diggers 
go to Rapid City to face the sixth 
ranked Rapid City Christian Lady 
Comets. 

The Lady Diggers were los-
ing by eight points at half time 
but fought hard to come back and 
won the intense game by 35-29. 
Last home game of the season the 
Custer Lady Wildcats traveled to 
lead to face the Lady Diggers. The 
Lady Diggers won the first quar-
ter 10-2 but were lost the second 

quarter by six points. As the game 
went on the intensity rose between 
both teams making it a very wild 
game for all. The Lady Diggers 
fought hard but lost 52-33. 

The Lady Diggers ended the 
regular season with a record of 
9-11. 

Play offs started Tuesday Feb 
20 as the Lady Diggers  played the 
fourth ranked team in the region , 
the Hill City Lady Rangers. A snow 
storm caused the first round play 
off game got postponed to Thurs-
day, Feb 22. The Lady Rangers 
started out hot getting a 6-2 lead 
in the first few minutes. 

The score went back and forth 
but the Lady Diggers ended up 
with ending the season with a loss 
of 27-46 with a couple injuries. 
The Lady Diggers are losing two 
seniors Grace Campbell and Jaci 
Petsch for the season. The Lady 
Diggers improved throughout the 
season ending with a 9 -11 record.

By Jaci Petsch

Anna Campbell grabs the jump ball. Natalie Janssen looks to pass the ball. Jaci Petsch dribbles to set up a play.



Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018 Page 7NEWS

Carson Pinkse attempts to break down his Rapid City Stevens opponent.

Max Johnson works to take down his competitor. Jacob Harris looks to make a move against his opponent. 

Domenic Lucero is attempting to set up one of his special moves.
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A “Brand” New Crossword Puzzle
By Wyatt Hess

Across
1. E Pluribus Unum.
2. Because you’re worth it.
3. Melts in your mouth, not in your hand. 
4. Think different. 

Down
1. Taste the rainbow.
2. The quicker picker upper.
3. I’m lovin’ it.
4. Just do it.
5. The few. The proud. The ______.
6. Impossible is nothing. 
7. Be moved. 
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Biesiot Receives Region 7 Principal 
Of The Year Award
BY Thad Kulp & Kim Loeffen

LDHS  Principal Tony Biesiot was selected by the South Dakota Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals as Region 7 Principal of the Year. 
The selection process consists of nominations from Biesiot’s peers in the 
Region 7 SDASSP who then vote the Principal of the Year. At the state 
convention in April the State Principal of the Year will be selected by the 
state board.

Biesiot said, “It felt good to receive the award. It is a good refection 
of the school so that made me feel better than anything.” Biesiot also stat-
ed, “Build relationships with students,” is the most important aspect of his 
position. He feels the award, “Is a reflection of the great students we have 
here at LDHS, it is more about the students, staff and everyone else rath-
er than me,” said Biesiot.
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Handling a part-time job while in High School can be very 
difficult for a student. Many of our fellow students at LDHS go 
to school for seven hours a day and then go to work for the 
rest of the night. Not only do some work during the school 
week, many also work on the weekend to make that extra 
coin. There are countless students who balance and job while 
in high school, but I had the chance to interview Mara Jacobs, 
Alexis Morrison and Thad Kulp on how they do it.

Mara Jacobs said, “I guess it is difficult for me to balance 
homework, sports, and a job. My least favorite thing about 
it is that when my job takes time away from other activities 
with friends that would be much more entertaining than be-
ing at work. My favorite part of having a job is the environ-
ment that it brings. I really enjoy myself at work which I am 
thankful for. Of course the fact that I always have money is 
also pretty nice.”

Alexis Morrison said, “There really isn’t anything that bad 
about it, other than sometimes it takes time away from spend-
ing time with friends and family. My favorite part about it is 
that I am always staying busy at work and having a little ex-
tra money is good. Sometime it can bring some stress to your 
life and distract you from your books, which is absolutely nev-
er a good thing.”

Thad Kulp also had an opinion on the matter, adding, “Go-
ing to school is already a challenge in itself but when you have 
other responsibilities you have to attend to, it makes life very 
busy, or difficult. Having no time to myself is hard but raking 
up the loot is nice thus making me capable to do fun things 
in my free time like go to movies, save for a trip to Honolulu, 
Hawaii with Jack Egemo, and making sure I get fed by the end 
of the day. Really at the end of the day, a job can be hard, but 
it is very rewarding.”

Post prom fundraising and prom committee planning 
has started off great with fundraisers and a lot of fun ideas. 
Fundraisers that the post prom committee have had so far 
have been a bake sale, chuck a puck sales at a rapid city 
rush game, and open donations. They plan to host a 5k 
color run in the spring, the post prom committee includes 
juniors and their parents. 

 As for prom committee, members include juniors: 
Zoe Keehn, Carly Mehlberg, Olivia Rogers, Alexis Morri-
son, Abiah Morrison, Wyatt Vande Velde, Carter Nelson, 
Kaitlyn Meade, Kaitlynn Zellers, Kaalieda Allmendinger, 
Diego Castanedo, Jasmine Larry, Baylie Trevino, Brianna 
Munoz Pfeiffer, Hunter Gudith, and Zoe Fraun. The Prom 
committee fundraisers have been the Daddy Daughter 
dance held Feb 2 in the Lead-Deadwood Middle School 
for grades kindergarten through fifth grade. 

The committee has decided the theme for prom 2018 
is “Vegas Night.” Prom will we held on April 21 at the 
Lead Opera House. The order of events for prom night 
are, Grand March at the Opera House, then the dance also 
taking place at the opera house, and finally post prom at 
the high school. They will keep their fundraisers going un-
til April to make prom the best experience for everyone. 

Handling a Part/Full-Time 
Job while in High School
By Jack Egemo

Fundraising for Prom
By Carly Mehlberg
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Katerina Marlow and Madison Morrison work on an animation together.

Hunter Gudith and Tavner Grimsrud work on their own animations.

There are many new classes within the school district and more to 
come. One new class called Digital Animation, taught by Mr. Olive Bur-
goyne with the assistance of Mr. Tony Musilek. Digital animation is only 
a one semester class but Burgoyne and Musilek are working hard on 
plans to make it a full year course. Burgoyne and Musilek are planning a 
concept with a variety of projects. One project is the old fashioned way 
of drawing, like flipbooks. Some modern stuff like the “Lego Version,” 
also the class is going to be working with stop motion. 

Burgoyne said he kind of came up with this class through his own 
thought process, a little career based class that he surveyed students to 
see what they would like to have, Musilek said he is trying to incorpo-
rate ink into technology.  

Burgoyne and Musilek think that students could go further into this 
subject and take it to the collegiate level based on how much the student 
is interested. Burgoyne said he is very excited teaching this class because 
there is a lot of struggle and critical thinking. The most rewarding thing 
about the class is when the final piece finally comes out successfully. 

Students Create New Animations
By Thad Kulp

February 24 2018, the juniors Kaitlyn 
Meade and Kaitlynn Zellers did a presentation, 
with Dr. Bree Oatman’s help, at The Rare Dis-
ease Display Competition at the Sanford Re-
search in Sioux Falls. 

Meade & Zellers talked about their orig-
inal invention, the neuro-transmitting device 
that tracks and stores brain patterns during a 
normal day for patients with neurological dis-
orders. Meade & Zellers have been chosen as 
one of 10 teams to complete in a South Dako-
ta Health Occupation Student Association. The 
team worked hard for this event. They devel-
oped a visual display explaining a rare disease 
and they proposed a treatment to improve life 
issues related to the disease. 

By Emma Koenig 

Students Participate in 
Rare Disease Competition

American history through film is a new 
class taught by Mr. Tim Hansen, the class 
introduces history films and the class watch-
es them and discusses if the movie was his-
torically accurate or not. 

So far this year the class has watched 
The Patriot, 12 Year A Slave, Gettysburg, 
and Dances with Wolves, the class was giv-
en the assignment of writing three reaction 
papers for the first quarter of this semester. 

The reaction papers must include 
whether or not the student thinks the mov-
ie is historically accurate or not, and how 
the student feels about the movie in gener-
al. Movies that the class plans to watch for 
the rest of the school year are, Iron Jawed 
Angles, and a few more. Students will write 
four more reaction papers for the rest of the 
semester. 

Mr. Hansen explained to the class at the 
beginning was developed at his old school 
where he taught. His students went to watch 
a movie that was supposedly based on histo-
ry, Hansen explained to them that is was not 
and then got the idea to develop the class. 

Reacting to History
By Carly Mehlberg
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The Drama department will be putting on ‘Eurydice’ for their 
next performance following ‘The Seven’. Garrett Kiefer and Brian-
na Munoz are two of the LDHS students participating in the play, 
and they wanted to share how it has been going thus far: 

Garrett Kiefer said “Rehearsals are going well, we are pro-
gressing at a good pace through the play, getting it polished and 
presentation ready. My favorite part about rehearsal so far has 
been building the set that we have, which when you see it you’ll 
see that is amazingly awesome. What I like least about rehearsal 
is that people (especially myself) don’t know lines and that both-
ers me that I don’t know my lines. But all in all it’s a good play 
and everyone should see it.”

Brianna Munoz said “my favorite part would be that it is weird. 
The Set, the script, the characters, but it has a deep storyline and it 
was really fun to work with my character. Maybe my least favorite 
part of it was the difficulty to reach the characters because every 
single one is so different and unlike each other so we really had 
to work on making real moments. To add anything else, this play 
will affect people because putting aside the weird characters and 
speech, this has a lot of deep meaning that you have to search for. 
It deals with a lot of romance, death, and the struggle of living life”

‘Eurydice’ will be performed on April 6th and 7th so go out 
and enjoy a very entertaining show that our Drama department 
consistently brings!

The State Robotics team start-
ed Jan. 15. The team compet-
ed against other Robotics Teams’ 
throughout the state. When a Ro-
botics Team competes it must first 
build a robot that can be modified 
for a specific event. Once built the 
robot must be tested for flaws and 
to see that it runs properly and ef-
fectively. If the robot is found de-
fective the team of students must 
work together to again tear apart 
and rebuild the robot.

The robotics class is a great 
class for those who are interested 
in testing their building and pro-
gramming skills. It gives students 
the opportunity to both test their 
minds and express themselves in 
ways they might not have been 
able to unless they had taken the 
class.

Robotics Class Pro-
vides Challenges
By Gavin Haefs

LDHS Drama Department Takes Eurydice to the Stage
By Jack Egemo

The incomplete set of Eurydice.

Pictured left to right: Dylan Janke, Aaron Olinger, Jachin Ruth working on their 
robot at the State Robotics competition.
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For the last few months of the 
school year, Key Club is in the pro-
cess of planning and putting on mul-
tiple events. Led by Ms. Wendy 
Schamber and Key Club president 
Grace Campbell, the Key Club mem-
bers have been working on sever-
al different projects this month. This 
month, the Club has also planned 
many upcoming events to help the 
community for the following months 
of April and May. The club has even 
discussed possible events taking place 
over summer break.

 A project that the club was 
working on at the beginning of this 
month was selling Little Caesar’s Piz-
za Kits to help raise money to fund 
the weekend long club trip to the Dis-
trict Convention (DCON) in Wilmar, 
Minnesota. 

Key Club members from many 
different towns and areas gather to-
gether for DCON where they can en-
gage in many activities like partici-
pating in workshops, receiving officer 
training, and entering contests. DCON 
will be held on April 13-15.

Towards the end of the month of 
March, a few Key Club members pre-
sented at the Souper Starz presenta-
tion at Shepherd of the Hills to get a 
chance to raise money for the club. 
Katie Tieman, Grace Campbell, and 
Zoe Frauen were the members of Key 
Club who presented a sketch to the 
people that attended the event. 

A few Key Club members also 
went on a Cornerstone Mission this 
month and on March 24, a few of the 
members of Key Club also helped at 
the Easter Egg Hunt in the Lead Park.

The Legislative Page program is 
an opportunity for students to apply to 
serve in the House or the Senate during 
the Legislative session. There are five 
different terms that a page can serve, 
while filling out their application, they 
can choose which terms they would 
rather serve on and which ones they 
are not able to serve. If they are cho-
sen they will be placed into terms by 
the page advisor accordingly. 

 If a page does not live in Pierre 
and has no friends or family in Pierre 
they will be placed with a host family 
by the page advisor. Pages are typically 
placed two per host home. Host fami-
lies vary and some have been hosting 
pages for years and some are new to 
being hosts.  

Pages have many different duties 
during session, most of which include 
grabbing or doing things for the legis-
lators.  Making copies for various com-

mittees and during session is a big part 
of being a Page. Other things one may 
do as a Page is deal with confidential 
documents and disperse them to differ-
ent parts of the Capitol Building. 

Pages experience different things 
during their term. Each term of Pages 
has dinner with the Governor and his/
her spouse at the Governor’s home. 

Pages continually meet new peo-
ple and become close with many of 
them. Pages are allowed to go out with 
friends to different events that are host-
ed by different legislators if invited.

The Page program gives students 
the opportunity to discover whether or 
not serving in the House or Senate is 
something they would like to do. Pag-
es are reimbursed during the session 
and are encouraged to apply to intern 
during the legislative session as college 
students. 

Key Club Raise Money And Plan Spring Activities
By Shelbee Hopkins

Students Participate in Legislative Page Program
By Allison Engel

Seniors Allison En-
gel and Katie Tie-
man were Legisla-
tive Pages.

This April, the National Hon-
or Society team will be hosting their 
third annual spring dodgeball tourna-
ment. The team fee will be a set cost, 
to be determined, and entry fee will 
most likely be canned goods or mon-
ey. The proceeds will either be do-
nated to a local foundation or used 
to help fund the NHS banquet. This 
year’s new inductees will be induct-
ed during this ceremony and the se-
niors will step down. When the new 
officers step down, they will give 
their officer positions to the new of-
ficers that were voted in by its mem-
bers. The date is to be determined 
for the tournament. It was scheduled 
for March 13 but was moved back to 
a lack of time.

NHS has had a lot of success with 
this event in the last two years. There 
has been an excellent turnout at all of 
these tournaments. The winners get 
to sign the golden ball in Mrs. Betty 
Campbell’s room and bragging rights. 
The rules are the same, five balls, five 
players, and one champ.

“Ouchtown, population: You, 
bro!” Pepper Brooks said after a 
member of the Average Joes got 
struck by a ball in the face.

“Remember the 5 D’s of dodge-
ball: Dodge, duck, dip, dive and 
dodge.” - Patches O’Houlihan.

NHS Plans April Dodge-
ball tournament
By Wyatt Hess
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Thursday, Mar. 22 was the first annual Culture Extrav-
aganza at Lead-Deadwood High School. It was held in the 
high school library at 7:00 p.m. The event was put into 
place by LDHS’s very own Spanish teacher, Mrs. Peggy 
Moreno. The event was free to attend and it offered a vari-
ety of new cultural experiences for everyone to enjoy. 

The Culture Extravaganza featured booths, dancing 
demonstrations, and food samples from more than a dozen 
different countries. The people who organized these booths 
were students from LDHS as well as several international 
students that attend the Box Elder Job Corps. Everyone re-
ceived a passport upon arriving where they could collect 
stamps from each of the booths. Everyone who received a 
stamp from every table was entered into a raffle to win a 
dinner for two at Guadalajara in Spearfish. 

The event had a great turnout with attendees from all 

over the Black Hills area as well as other LDHS students. 
The library was packed for the entire event and everyone 
was excited to hear the international students’ stories. All of 
the Job Corps students are refugees and they enjoyed shar-
ing their experiences with the attendees. They also loved to 
share information and food from their countries. At the end 
of the event, three groups of students from different coun-
tries performed dances indigenous to their home country. 
Everyone was thrilled to witness the cultural differences of 
dancing. 

Overall, the Culture Extravaganza was very successful. 
Everyone who attended gave great reviews and many said 
that they would return again next year. This event gave 
people from the community a chance to experience the di-
versity of our area and also learn more about countries from 
all over the world. 

By Grace Campbell

Experience the Diversity of LDHS at Culture Night

Job Corps students from Burma discuss 
their Karen culture.

Lucia Fernandez and Greta Robledo 
Moreno represent Spain and Mexico.



Wednesday, Mar. 28, 2018 Page 7NEWS

Two Job Corps women from Somalia wear outfits indige-
nous to their country.

Job Corps students from Tanzania give a dance perfor-
mance.

A Job Corps student from Nepal explains to visitors about 
his home country.

A group of Job Corps students from Eritrea perform a 
common dance from their home country.

LDHS exchange student Emma Koenig tells about life in 
Switzerland.

Lalo Moreno, Karrar Alnaeili, and Denisse Munoz repre-
sent their native countries of Iraq and Mexico.
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Sills USA Working to Succeed at the State Competition
By Jaci Petsch

In the month of March 
the Skills USA club had a 
meeting on March 6. This 
year the club has had to 
fundraise by selling raffle 
tickets, coupon books, and 
running the concessions at 
events. 

 During the meeting 
the group discussed infor-
mation on the upcoming 
events such as the state 
competition in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota at Southeast 
Tech on April 12 and 13. 
The club discussed more 

information on fundraising 
for money to go to state. 
There are five people go-
ing to state for Skills USA 
who consist of Jaci Petsch, 
Anthony Corkins, Willow 
Young, Jared Aman, and 
Stewart Job. Anthony Cor-
kins, Jared Aman, and Wil-
low Young are competing 
in the welding category at 
State. Stewart Job is com-
peting in framing at State 
and Jaci Petsch is compet-
ing in job demonstration 
category teaching how to 

book a special event. 
There are many cat-

egories that students can 
participate in for Skills 
USA but they have to have 
learned their skill in school 
in some way. Every mem-
ber is practicing their skill 
to prepare to do well at the 
state competition. Winning 
state can mean moving to 
the next round of competi-
tion and possibly winning 
scholarships.

 Skills USA is an or-
ganization who is willing 

to give to those who are 
skilled. College students 
have the opportunity to 
compete in Skills USA as 
well. Skills USA promotes 
students skills and leader-
ship in every level. 

More information will 
come next month after the 
State event seeing where 
people place and where the 
contestants go next. Good 
luck to the following stu-
dents who are going to the 
state competition in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.

Ever wonder how one can receive 
free money for college? Scholarships 
are made to help students who would 
like to further their education. Many 
students are in financial need when 
furthering their education so scholar-
ships make it easier for them. 

Depending on the scholarship 
the amount of requirements differ for 
each one. Most all scholarships re-
quire a copy of one’s transcripts, ex-
tracurricular activities, and career or 
educational plans. Some scholarships 
require essays, letter of recommenda-
tions, career goals, GPA, being in the 

top of the class etc. Scholarships take 
a lot of time and effort but they are 
worth it in the end as college is ex-
pensive and free money helps. Apply-
ing for as many scholarships as you 
qualify for will benefit one. Scholar-
ships are just one way of paying for 
college as there are many. Other ways 
of paying for college besides schol-
arships would be FAFSA, grants, and 
possibly apprentices. 

There are scholarships for your 
school, state, and over all the Unit-
ed Sates for when students can com-
pete. When receiving scholarships 

most of them require obtaining a “C” 
average or higher when going to col-
lege or they will take the scholarship 
away. Participating in as many extra-
curricular activities as possible helps 
achieve scholarships as they see how 
active one is. Maintaining a good 
GPA through high school is another 
way to receive scholarships. Showing 
pride and leadership in one’s school 
or community is important when fill-
ing out scholarships.

 Scholarships are a great way to 
help students pay for college as it is 
very expensive. 

Scholarships Making it Easier to Pay for College
By Jaci Petsch

One part of Jaci Petsch’s project for Skills USA. A few pictures displayed on Jaci Petsch’s board for state.
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Last year in LDHS, the baseball team had a heck of a season and it 
started off strong as the Diggers finished the season 10-8. The team de-
feated STM 2-1 for the first time in many years! The team won the first 
round of playoffs against Bennett County, then ended up losing to STM. 
This year the team plans on coming back even stronger and hoping to 
make it farther within the playoffs. Head coach Bob Nelson is going to 
be accompanied by assistance coach and former Lead-Deadwood grad-
uate Jacob O’Grady. The team has many returning members includ-
ing Thad Kulp, Chris Lipp, Zach Murray, Jack Egemo, Anthony Cork-
ins, Wyatt Vande Velde, Carter Nelson, Dylan Arehart, Luke Fish, Tyler 
Rohn, Charlie Hanel, and Manager Jacob Alley! This upcoming year we 
are going to need all the firepower we can get, the team would love to 
have any players join that would be interested. 

LDHS Baseball Back In Action
By Thad Kulp

The Diggers trav-
eled to Rapid City 
twice in the last 
month to take on 
Rapid City Christian 
and STM falling to 
both teams to put an 
end to their season.

The first game 
against Rapid City 
Christian the Diggers 
fell short losing 43-
73.

The first quarter 
the Diggers started out 
slow as they couldn’t 
score efficiently and 
their defense gave up 
17 points. The Dig-
gers ended up losing 
the first quarter 17-8.

Coming into the 
second quarter the 
Diggers were able to 
score more as they 
put up 13 points but 
they again allowed 17 
points and their def-
icit was even bigger 
now being down 34-
21.

Things didn’t 
change in the sec-

ond half as the Dig-
gers were able to 
only score 22 points 
in the whole second 
half and they allowed 
Rapid City Christian 
to score 39 points and 
the Diggers lost 73-43

With the loss the 
Diggers look on to 
taking on STM in the 
first round of playoffs.

The Diggers, 
looking for redemp-
tion, traveled down 
to Rapid to take on 
the STM Cavaliers 
and things didn’t go 
as planned for the 
Diggers.

Things didn’t roll 
in the Diggers favor 
as nothing seemed to 
be working. The Dig-
gers were not able 
to win a quarter and 
ended up losing the 
game 76-29.

STM put an end 
to the Diggers season 
with the defeat and 
head on to the next 
round.

Boys Basketball Comes To An End
By Zach Murray

Jacob Alley finish the easy layup.

Carter Nelson shoots for three.

Girls Golf to be covered next month.
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Kicking Off the Track Season with Three State Qualifiers
By Gavin Haefs

Track season has 
started and is off to 
a strong start. The 
team had about 20 
students to the first 
practice with  many 
more joining after 
winter sports. Most 
athletes who quali-
fied for state last year 
are coming out again 
this season.

 Most of the se-
niors who qualified 
last year that are 
participating in track 

again this year. They 
include Wyatt Hess, 
Dylin Johnson, Car-
olyn Groeger, Ja-
cob Alley and Gavin 
Haefs. The team is 
excited for the first 
track meet and about 
the rest of the sea-
son.

Most people on 
the team could agree 
that the Sioux Park 
track is better than 
the Douglas track 
as it’s a “fast track” 

and the facilities are 
much neater. Re-
gardless of the track 
the team is look-
ing pretty good with 
talent all across the 
board. Many mem-
bers are trying their 
hardest in practice 
and improving their 
running form and 
technique. While the 
team is still wait-
ing to start working 
on their individual 
events’ they are do-

ing their hardest to 
condition themselves 
beforehand. 

Most people 
would think that the 
thirty-five minute 
long stretching ses-
sion, before they get 
to practice, is com-
pletely unnecessary 
but they would be 
completely wrong.

The track sea-
son is off to a great 
start with Jacob Al-
ley, Wyatt Hess, and 

Carolyn Groeger al-
ready qualifying for 
state. Jacob Alley 
qualified for state in 
Triple Jump. Caro-
lyn Groeger and Wy-
att Hess qualified in 
Pole Vault. The con-
ditions on the March 
23 were not ide-
al for most events. 
The temperature 
was cold and it was 
slightly drizzling out 
which made even the 
track slick. 

Carly Mehlberg hands the baton off to Carolyn 
Groeger. (file photo)

Hannah Campbell finishes the relay. (file photo) Dylin Johnson and Wyatt Hess return to track season. (file photo)

Gavin Haefs walking over to the podium after finishing his 
hurdles. (file photo)
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Q: If you could have 
any animal as a tame 
pet, which would you 
choose?
A: Godzilla
Q: What famous per-
son either dead or alive 
would you most want to 
meet?
A: Paul McCartney
Q: What food or snack 
do you crave most?
A: Krispy Kreme Donuts

Q: What is your best 
joke that you know?
A: Mom: “Arthur am I a 
bad mom?”
  Son: “Ummm... my 
name is Paul.”
Q: What is your dream 
job and why?
A: Nurse or CNA, be-
cause I love knowing 
that I would be making 
a difference in someone’s 
life. 
Q: How do you relax?
A: I usually like to just 
listen to music or some-
times go for runs.

Q: What quote do you 
try to live by?
A: It is what it is/why 
not?
Q: If you could pick one 
talent to instantly be an 
expert at, which would 
you choose?
A: Expert baseball play-
er.
Q: What do you consid-
er the best part of your 
day?
A: Going to bed. 

Getting to Know LDHS Students

On Tuesday March 20, the second annual Lead-Deadwood High School Science fair 
took place in Gym 2. This is the second year that high school science teacher Dr. Bree 
Oatman has held the science fair but last year it took place at the Handley Center. 

Oatman had both her chemistry and physics class join the science fair. Oatman has 
her class start the science fair at the beginning of the year by thinking of the project and 
doing other things to prepare for the science fair. 

The students must plan out an experiment, conduct the experiment, and then make 
a presentation out of what they learned and found out to show in front of the judges at 
the science fair. 

At the 2018 science fair there were 35 high school projects, 5 middle school projects, 
and one elementary project. Oatman stated, “Many members of the community came to 
see the student work in addition to parents and other family members. There were over 
20 volunteer judges, most of whom are not employees of the district.” 

In the science fair, there were eight different categories of where students could 
place in. All the first place winners are the following: Jordy Stulken and Owen Wiss-
er in Engineering, Olivia Rogers in Microbiology, Michael Crawford in Molecular Biol-
ogy, Zoe Keehn and Megan Snow in Zoology/Animal Sciences, Daniel Egemo, Joey In-
gham and KC Andren in Social Science, Hunter Gudith and Lucas Fish in Physics, Kaali 
Allmendinger and Jasmine Lary in Environmental, and finally Diego Castanedo and Car-
son Pinkse in Chemistry.

LDHS Holds Second Annual Science Fair
By McKayla Norton

Nicole Corkins and Mackenzie 
Wetz show off their ice cream. 
Photo by Jaci Pearson

Carly Mehlberg, Cj Murray 
and Dylan Arehart bottle rock-
ets. Photo by Jaci Pearson.

Q: If animals could talk, 
which would be the rud-
est?
A: Squirrels
Q: In one sentence, how 
would you sum up the 
internet?
A: It helps people do 
stuff in school. 
Q: How do you feel 
about putting pineapple 
on pizza?
A: NASTY!
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Funny Descriptions That Reveal The Animal’s Name 
By Wyatt Hess

Guess the animal’s name based on its funny description. For example, a 
Platypus is a Duck Puppy.

Across
1. Wizard cow.
2. Arrow pig.
3. Danger zebra.
4. Panda whale.
5. Hot moose. 

Down
1. Trash panda.
2. Formal chicken.
3. Danger noodle.
4. Fart squirrel.
5. Prison pony.

6. Shell puppy.
7. Cat snake.
8. Floppy floppy sea spider.
9. Tree dogs.

Check Out These New Movies Coming To A Theater Near You
There are new movies of all genres coming to theaters 

this month. There are horror movies, romances, action 
movies, and comedies. If you are looking for family friend-
ly movies, “A Wrinkle in Time,” “Sherlock Gnomes,” or 
“Ready Player One” would be great options. “A Wrinkle 
in Time” is a movie about a young girl whose father goes 
missing when she is young. Years later, she embarks on an 
interplanetary adventure with her best friend and her broth-
er in order to find her long lost father. This movie features 
Reese Witherspoon, Oprah Winfrey, Chris Pine, and Min-
dy Kaling.

 If you are searching for an action packed movie, 
“Pacific Rim: Uprising,” “Tomb Raider,” or “Red Sparrow” 
would be very enjoyable for you. “Pacific Rim: Uprising” 
is about a young man named Jake who used to be a pilot 
but is now caught up in a criminal underworld. Jake’s es-

tranged sister arrives and offers to make him a part of group 
of pilots that aim to end a global uprising in the face of total 
extinction. This movie stars John Boyega along with Rinko 
Kikuchi, Scott Eastwood, and Cailee Spaeny. 

 A good love story coming to theaters this month is 
“Midnight Sun.” This movie is about a young girl named 
Katie who has a rare sensitivity to sunlight. One night, she 
goes out to play her guitar and she meets a boy named Char-
lie who she has secretly had a crush on for years. The two 
fall into a whirlwind romance with its fair share of obsta-
cles. This movie stars Bella Thorne, Patrick Schwarzeneg-
ger, and Rob Riggle.  Other new movies that you might 
want to see are “The Strangers: Prey at Night,” “Death 
Wish,” “The Hurricane Heist,” “Gringo,” and “Acrimony.” 
Head on over to a local movie theater and watch some of 
these new and exciting movies that will be released soon.

By Grace Campbell
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Fosheim Seeks New Adventure
By Grace Campbell

Continued on Page 2 . . .

It is amazing to think that the actions and character of one wom-
an have changed the lives of so many people. Ms. Barbara Fosheim 
has been that woman for students for the past 43 years. Fosheim will 
retire once this school year comes to a close, after 35 years of teach-
ing at Lead-Deadwood high school. Fosheim said that her plans for re-
tirement are to “play it by ear. I will walk my dogs, read books, go on 
hikes, travel, and maybe come back to be a substitute. I just want to 
find a new adventure.” 

Ms. Fosheim attended Augustana University to receive her Bach-
elor’s degree in English literature and minor in History. She then re-
ceived her Master’s degree through the University of South Dakota. Af-
ter college, Fosheim spent one year teaching in Florence, SD. Following 
that, she decided to teach in Adrian, MN where she spent another sev-
en years. It wasn’t until after her time in Minnesota that Fosheim made 
her way to the Black Hills where she found a teaching position in the 
high school just two weeks before the beginning of the school year. 
She has been teaching here ever since.
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Fosheim Continued from Page 1 ...

Fosheim has taught pretty much every English class that 
has been a part of the school curriculum. Of course, she has 
taught grammar and literature, but she has also taught drama, 
ethnic studies, mythology, classics, speech, and much more. 
Fosheim has been a part of the drama department at LDHS for 
30 years and retired from it last year. Fosheim said that her fa-
vorite performance that she ever directed was “Yours, Anne”, 
a musical about the life of young Anne Frank who was killed 
in the Holocaust. “This musical was my favorite because it was 
just so emotional. It was the only production that I ever di-
rected that the audience didn’t clap. All of the cast’s roles died 
at the end of the musical so they did not come back out for a 
curtain call. They all came back stage and they were in tears 
over the performance.” Fosheim only became active in drama 
when she arrived at LDHS. In high school, she was more of 
a “band nerd” and she loved playing music in the orchestra. 

Over the course of her teaching career, Fosheim has ac-
complished a lot. However, she does not consider her great-
est accomplishment to be any award. Fosheim believes her 
greatest accomplishment to be the fact that she has motivat-
ed students to take control of their education. She has also 
set standards for her students, encouraged them to be them-
selves, helped them explore their talents, and taught them to 
make the most of their education. Fosheim’s favorite group 
to teach is seniors because she enjoys having mature discus-
sions with them about how literature is applicable in every-
day life. She also likes their willingness to speak their minds 
in the classroom.

When asked for her favorite memory of her students, Fos-
heim could not choose one. She said, “You all have your mo-
ments when you test my patience but you keep me young. 
Overall, I have greatly enjoyed challenging students to come 
outside of their comfort zones.” Fosheim said that the thing she 
will miss most about teaching is her students, and they will all 
miss her too. Junior, Baylie Trevino, was very willing to share 
her thoughts about Ms. Fosheim. “My first day as a freshman 
I was given one piece of advice: turn your phone off in Fosh’s 
room. So what did I do? I forgot to turn my phone off and it 
rang during class. Then I decided to join drama and of course 
my phone rang during my first audition. Thankfully, though, 
only 3 people showed up so she couldn’t turn me away. This 
sparked the first of 3 plays directed by Ms. Fosheim that I had 
the honor of being in. That was by far my favorite part of high 
school. From witnessing her whack Will on the shoulder with 
the script, to yelling at me and Philip for getting mad at each 
other on set, she was always my favorite feisty drama direc-
tor. I was happy to have spent my time in drama and drama 
class with her, along with getting to be in her sophomore Eng-
lish class. But I’ll always wish I could experience having her 
for senior English and the senior project. We’ll miss her greatly 
at LDHS, she was a great teacher, director, and soon maybe a 
friend. Thank you for your many years of wonderful teaching.”

Junior, Brianna Pfeiffer-Munoz also had some kind words 
about her experiences with Fosheim. “When I first entered 
high school I wasn’t sure if I was going to do drama. I was re-
ally late on auditions and I emailed Fosh and asked if there 
was a way I could be a part of it. She graciously gave me a part 
and after that working with her was one of the best parts of 

high school. She pushed me to be my best, whether that be in 
drama or in the classroom. She gave me opportunities I never 
thought I could get, and she made every day of high school a 
lot better. Every day was a learning experience, even in dra-
ma. She made everything interactive and more enjoyable for 
the students, like relaxing exercises after practice or studying 
games in the classroom. I’m going to miss her a lot, and I hope 
that I can finally be her friend!”

Not only will she be missed by her students, but also by 
her colleagues. Retired choir teacher, Mr. Dean Peterson said, 
“Ms. Fosheim is a very dedicated teacher and she is the very 
definition of a professional. Throughout her career, Ms. Fos-
heim has maintained extremely high standards for herself and 
her students. I’m quite sure that every student who entered her 
classroom was expected to do their best, and that they learned 
a great deal. Ms. Fosheim will always be remembered as an 
extremely valued part of LDHS.”

When reflecting on Ms. Barbara Fosheim’s retirement Ms. 
Kim Loeffen said, “She will be greatly missed as she retires 
from Lead-Deadwood High School. To paraphrase a famous 
quote, she has changed the world because she has touched all 
of our lives. To her students she has been “Fosh;” to her col-
leagues, she has been Ms. Fosheim –a master teacher; to me 
she has been “Barb,” my friend and mentor. When I grow up 
I want to be the caliber of teacher that Fosheim is for her stu-
dents every day. I credit much of what I know about teach-
ing to two of the greats: Mrs. Donna Stanford and Ms. Bar-
bara Fosheim. When I first started teaching my room was on 
the English Wing and these two master teachers took me un-
der their wings and helped me navigate the world of teaching.

“Fosheim doesn’t believe in raising her voice, that soft 
iron voice of hers delivers content and humor in equal mea-
sures. She receives countless complements from former stu-
dents who reconnect with her often. Many of them tell her be-
cause of what she taught them in her English courses they had 
a much easier time as they went on to college and the pur-
suit of their careers. Many of the students commenting that 
their peers in college didn’t know how to do something they 
learned from her. A lifelong love of learning and teaching si-
lences the deep misconception that anyone can teach English. 
Fosheim has the ability to bring the literary characters to life. 
From reading Old English to her students, to playing her gui-
tar while they studied ballads, to having them become a part 
of “Twelve Angry Men,” to explaining just what that Shake-
speare guy meant when he wrote “To be, or not to be: that 
is the question: Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer the 
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, or to take arms against 
a sea of troubles, and by opposing end them?” Fosheim con-
nects with her students.”

Fosheim has left her mark on LDHS and on the students 
that she has taught for the past 43 years. She has brought 
laughter and tears to these halls. She has been a part of so 
many memories and lessons. One story cannot even begin to 
do justice to the time and service that Fosheim has given to 
this school. 

LDHS wishes Ms. Fosheim the best of luck as she sets off 
to find her new adventure and we thank her for everything 
that she has done. 



Wednesday May 16, 2018 Page 3NEWS

Carolyn Groeger

Dylin Johnson

2018 Students of the Year 2017-18 Publications Staff:
Editor: McKayla Norton
Photo Editor: Jaci Petsch
Sports Editor: Zachary Murray
Reporters/Photographers: Grace Campbell, Jack 
Egemo, Allison Engel, Gavin Haefs, Wyatt Hess, 
Shelbee Hopkins, Emma Koenig, Thad Kulp, and 
Carly Mehlberg.

Advisor: Ms. Kim Loeffen

Postmaster: Please send the address 
changes to The LDHS Nugget, 320 South 
Main St. Lead South Dakota 57754. The 
LDHS Nugget is published monthly from 
September to May. A free publication for 
limited subscribers.

The views in the LDHS Nugget are not 
the views of the Publications Staff. They 
merely represent an individual’s opinion. The 
Nugget will accept only signed letters, which 
meet certain standards. Either an editor or 
advisor before publication will approve all 
photographs and artwork. In no way will a 
story, photo, or caption in the paper be used to 
intentionally humiliate or publicly demoralize 
a person or groups of people, or any activity 
and/or club that the person is representing.

Outstanding Students Earn Recognition at Awards Ceremony
By Emma Koenig

Tuesday May 1, at 
the academic awards 
ceremony, students in 
each grade were rec-
ognized for hard work 
during the year. Princi-
pal Tony Biesiot wel-
comed the audience 
and attendees to the 
ceremony. 

Then Dr. James M. 
Rankin the President of 
SDSM&T spoke about 
the future of the high 
school graduate. 

Biesiot announced 
Kiwanis students of 
the month who had 
been selected through 
the year. 

For the month of 
September; Zach Mur-
ray and Gracie Kosters, 
for the month of Oc-
tober; Hunter Gu-
dith and Kaitlin Wilks, 
for the month of No-
vember; Daniel Ege-
mo and Isabel Ward, 
for the month of De-
cember; Gage Mau 

and Lexie Schroeder, 
for the month of Jan-
uary; Garrett Kiefer 
and Saige Van Tassel, 
for the month of Feb-
ruary; Wyatt Vande 
Velde and Jasmine 
Lary, for the month of 
March; Robbie Lester 
and Kadyn Hopkins, 
and for the month of 
April; Quinn Ward 
and Zariah Jones. Dy-
lin Johnson and Caro-
lyn Groeger as been se-
lected for the students 
of the year for their 
hard work during the 
last four years.  

Biesiot then an-
nounced the Academ-
ic Letter Winners: 
9th Grade :Sara Ediger, 
Sierra Ereth-McKeen, 
Zariah Jones, Maya 
Kennedy-Hyman, 
McKinly Kyte, Lex-
ie Schroeder , Megan 
Wehner, Tehya Win-
slow, Lillie Wittmayer. 
10th Grade: Casey 

Briscoe, Zoe Bourgo, 
Anna Campbell, Han-
nah Campbell, Re-
becca Groeger, Emma 
Hess, Kadyn Hopkins, 
Natalie Janssen, Jordy 
Stulken, Isabel Ward, 
Alana Young.
11th Grade: Diego Cas-
tanedo Gomez, Lucia 
Fernandez Pereira, Zoe 
Frauen, Hunter Gudith, 
Angelica Jones, Zoe 
Keehn, Kaitlyn Meade, 
Greta Moreno Roble-
do, William Pearson, 
Maxx Percy, Brianna 
Pfeiffer-Munoz, Oliv-
ia Rogers, Baylie Tre-
vino.
12th Grade: Grace 
Campbell, Emily Fox, 
Carolyn Groeger, Wy-
att Hess, Shelbee Hop-
kins, Mara Jacobs, 
Dylin Johnson, Lily 
Keehn, Garrett Kief-
er, Gracie Kosters, 
Josh Lehman, Madi-
son Morrison, Brigham 
Williams.

LDSD School 
Board President 
Suzanne Rog-
ers congratulates 
Grace Campbell.

Principal Tony 
Biesiot con-
gratulates Dy-
lin Johnson on 
his academic 
achievements.
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LDSD Staff Earns Recognition

Principal Tony Biesiot presents Ms. Barbara Fosheim with a 3D print-
ed bust after wishing her well in her retirement.

Superintendent Dr. Dan Leikvold welcomes 
staff members to the annual tea.

Mr. Joe Williams bids LDSD farewell.The annual LDEA-LDSD Retirement and Recognition Tea was held 
in the LDHS lunchroom Wednesday, May 9. Superintendent Dr. Dan 
Leikvold welcomed staff to the event. 

Many staff members were recognized for year’s of service to the 
district: Ms. Mary Caropino, 40-years; Mr. Mick Dragoo, 20-years; 
Mr. Darren LaCroix, 20-years; Mrs. Vicki Edlund, 20-years; Mr. Jay 
Smith, 20-years; Mrs. Mary Schumacher, 20-years; Ms. Bonnie Full-
er, 10-years; Mrs. Amy Vande Velde, 10-years; and Ms. Deonne Tu-
sha, 10 -years.

Several were honored not only for their years of service but also be-
cause they are retiring at the end of this year. Ms. Mary Caropino is re-
tiring after 40 years teaching in the elementary and middle school. Ms. 
Barbara Fosheim is retiring after 35 years teaching English in the high 
school. Mrs. Dottie Grove is retiring from 35 years of work as a para 
professional in the elementary. Mr. Wayne Karpinen retired in Decem-
ber as the head of maintenance and transportation.

Several staff members who are resigning and moving on to new 
positions were thanked and presented with a gift. Mr. Joe Williams 
resigned from the Activities Director/Assistant Principal position, Ms. 
Ashley Schreurs resigned from teaching at the middle school, Mr. Patrick 
Gatzke resigned from the CABIN and as Head Boys Basketball coach, 
Ms. Rachel Stagner and Mrs. Jennifer Loftin resigned from teaching at 
the elementary.

Staff members were given certificates for each schools’ teacher of 
the year and employee of the year nominations were read. The District 
Teacher of the Year was Mrs. Lisa Rantapaa and the District Employee 
of the Year was Mrs. Eva Thompson.

Pictured above: Mr. Mick Dragoo, Ms. Barba-
ra Fosheim, Mr. Tom Tieszen, were recognized 
as nominees for TOY. Mrs. Peggy Moreno was 
named high school teacher of the year.
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April 18 was the Large Group Music Con-
test at Rapid City Central High School. Both the 
LDHS band and choir performed at this event. 
The choir performed at 10:30 a.m. and the 
band performed later at 1:00 p.m. The groups 
performed in front of three judges who rated 
them based on performance, music selection, 
presentation, and sound among other things. 
After rating each individual skill, each group 
is then given a rating of 1, 2, 3, or 4. A 1 rating 
is the highest rating and the higher the num-
ber, the lower the rating. Both groups did very 
well and they received 1 and 2 ratings from all 
of the judges. 

The choir performed two pieces called 
“Hold Me, Rock Me” and “Ain’t No Winding 
in the Road.” “Hold Me, Rock Me” is a slow-
er piece that focuses on the lyrics and message 
of the song. “Ain’t No Winding in the Road” is 
a more upbeat and faster paced song that fea-
tured a solo by Dominic Williams. After per-
forming the pieces, one judge gave input and 
advice to the choir about how to improve their 
performance.

The band performed three pieces called 
“Circus Days,” “Lullaby in the Mirror,” and 
“Fiesta la Vida.” “Circus Days” and “Fiesta la 
Vida” are faster paced songs with upbeat mel-
odies. “Lullaby in the Mirror” was the contrast-
ing piece and it was much slower with very 
soothing instrumentals. After performing their 
pieces, a judge gave them input and advice as 
well.

Both ensembles performed very well and 
received high scores from the judges. Large 
Group Contest was a great way for the choir 
and band to prepare for their upcoming Spring 
Concerts. The Spring Choir Concert was April 
30 and the Spring Band Concert was May 7. 
Both concerts were held in the high school 
auditorium at 7:00 p.m. The concerts were a 
great way for the LDHS music department to 
end their successful school years. 

On Monday April 30, the spring choir concert took place in the 
LDHS auditorium. The concert started off with the Vocal Jazz perform-
ing Blue Skies with a musical background from Mick Dragoo, Brianna  
Pfieffer-Munoz, and Josh Lehman and a different song called Thinking 
Out Loud by Ed Sheeran. 

Next the middle school choir performed a various amount of songs. 
After, the high school A Cappella took the stage to perform many dif-
ferent songs. The first song performed was Changes written by Audrey 
Snyder. The next song the choir sang was Hold Me, Rock Me written 
by Brian Tate. The next song was a little different as Dominic Williams 
(tenor) had a solo in the song Ain’t No Winding in the Road written by 
Greg Gilpin. Junior Eric Schumacher and senior Grace Campbell came 
together for the next song to sing a duet at the beginning. This song was 
called Till the Stars Fall From the Sky written by Jay Althouse. Bring Me 
Little Water, Sylvie written by Leadbelly and Gilpin was sang by the A 
Cappella seniors who are, Grace Campbell, Gracie Kosters, Garrett Kief-
er, Brigham Williams, Saige Van Tassel, Maddie Morrison, Brandy Mor-
ris, Emily Fox, Kat Marlow, Mara Jacobs, and Hailey Trewhella. 

Before singing the final song, choir teacher Ms. Kari Owens an-
nounced awards being given to various choir students. Seniors Gracie 
Kosters and Maddie Morrison also showed their gratitude to Owens by 
giving her various gifts to represent their year together. 

The final song performed by the choir was the Earth Song written 
by Frank Tichelli. Owens stated before singing this song that this was a 
song that the choir needed to perfect and later went on to say that they 
performed perfectly. In the program, a poem was put under this song to 
represent what it was about. 

Musicians Perform At 
Large Group Contest
By Grace Campbell

Mekieh Hon, Eric Schumacher, and TK Rainey perform during the 
Vocal Jazz portion of the concert.

Choir Completes Spring Concert
McKayla Norton
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The LDHS Symphonic Band Spring Concert was held on Monday, 
May 7, 2018 in the high school Auditorium. The band played a total 
of 11 songs, including duets. An award ceremony was held after a few 
songs were played, and the seniors presented Mr. Dragoo with a gift 
they bought for him. Then the songs continued, starting with, Fiesta La 
Vida written by Robert W. Smith, Kirkpatrick’s muse written by Jay 
Bocook, The Lullaby in the Mirror written by Richard Saucedo, Circus 
Days written by Karl L. King, Allegretto written by Keith Snell, Gypsy 
Dance written by Haydn and Larry Clark, Legend of the Drop Bear writ-
ten by Brian Balmages, The Rains of Scarborough Fair written by Ran-
dall D. Standridge, the Lion King written by Elton John, Tim Rice, Hans 
Zimmer, and The Great Locomotive Chase written by Robert W. Smith.

 Seniors who will be leaving the band this year are Gracie Kosters 
and Katie Tieman playing the Flute, Lily Keehn playing the Clarinet, 
Garrett Kiefer playing the alto sax, Blake Ingham playing the Tenor sax, 
Brendan Kearns playing the Baritone, Brigham Williams playing the 
Tuba, and Josh Lehman and Mara Jacobs playing percussion.

What is HOBY? The Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership program, 
HOBY, is a nonprofit organization that was founded in 1958. Their mis-
sion is to inspire and develop the global community of youth and vol-
unteer to a life dedicated to leadership, service, and innovation. HOBY 
provides students, most likely chosen by the school rather than volun-
teered, the opportunity to participate in their unique leadership, service-
learning, and motivation building experiences and exercises. More than 
10,000 students participate in HOBY programs annually. One doesn’t 
have to be a student to be a member of HOBY.

Two Lead Deadwood High School students, Sophomores Alana 
Young and Kialey Rose, will travel to DSU, Dakota State Universi-
ty, in Madison, South Dakota to participate in some of the courses that 
HOBY provides. 

While there, Young and Rose will engage in community service ac-
tivities and leadership seminars and activities along with team building 
exercises that will help learn each of these concepts. 

All of these events and activities will be held within four days packed 
with learning. 

Juniors Kaitlynn Zellers and Kaitlyn Meade 
won first place at the sixth annual South Da-
kota HOSA State Leadership Conference in the 
Original Medical Inventions category on April 
5-6. In the competition, the team beat three 
other teams from East River. They will advance 
to the forty-first International Health Occupa-
tions Students of America Conference compe-
tition in Dallas, Texas June 27-30.

The team researched and developed a dis-
crete, headband-like wireless device that they 
call the “Neurowatch.” There are electrodes 
inside the Neurowatch to monitor one’s neu-
rological patterns. The information collected 
from the headband is sent to an app to be as-
sessed. This would help improve the lives of 
children with Batten’s Disease.

The mission of the international organiza-
tion of HOSA is to encourage students to pur-
sue career positions in the health care industry 
and to improve and further develop the quality 
of health care to all people. HOSA is a program 
of leadership development and motivation cre-
ated in 1976. The organization encourages both 
health science students and instructors to get 
involved in the HSE-HOSA Partnership and to 
take advantage of the HOSA National Com-
petitive Events Program. The HOSA Nation-
al Competitive Events Program is a series of 
56 health care related competitive events that 
open up new opportunities to competitors. The 
amount of new yearly memberships of HOSA 
has been steadily growing for the past thirty-
three years reaching over 200,000 HOSA 
members.

The team is currently raising money to at-
tend the HOSA international conference to pay 
for plane tickets, hotel rooms, food, and regis-
tration fees. Zellers and Meade worked hard on 
their winning project for nine months in prep-
aration for the contest. The team was so excit-
ed by this unexpected win!

Meade and Zellers Win HOSA 
State Competition
By Shelbee HopkinsSeniors Perform Final Concert

By Carly Mehlberg

By Wyatt Hess
Rose, Young To Attend Hoby
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It has been an eventful year for the LDHS Key Club. By gaining 
new members, the Key Club has taken on a few more projects, which 
means a few more hours for service learning and more hours for the 
Key Club District. 

The 2018 District Convention took place April 13-15 in Willmar, 
MN. Due to weather, only one Key Club member was able to attend this 
convention. During the convention, the new District Board was elect-
ed, new Key Club board members were trained, and the one and only 
“Crzy” Mary Bowen gave the attendees an inspirational speech about 
her trip to trek with the gorillas in Uganda at the age of 80 years old, 
despite her broken hip not more than a year before that. She kept the 
students and advisors intrigued as she shared the highs and lows of the 
trip and the preparation before hand. 

The Key Club has also participated in the cornerstone mission, help-
ing with an Easter egg hunt, and Kiss A Senior Goodbye. There are five 
seniors who were recognized for going above and beyond for Key Club 
throughout the last four years. These students exceeded the amount of 
attendance, service hours, service projects, and the points that were re-
quired. The seniors were the following: Grace Campbell, Allison Engel, 
Mara Jacobs, Katie Tieman, and Hailey Trewhella. Congratulations the 
Zoe Frauen on Key Club President, Delaney Johnston on Vice Presi-
dent, Jimmy Ford on Secretary, Kadyn Hopkins as Treasurer and Isabel 
Ward and Sierra Ereth-McKeen as Co-Publicists. 

By Gavin Haefs
Mr. Joe Williams, the high school 

vice principal and athletics director, 
will be leaving the school district at 
the end of the 2018 school year. Mr. 
Williams has been a part of the school 
district for eight years. Throughout his 
eight years in the school district Mr. 
Williams has served time as a third 
grade teacher, assistant principal, ath-

letic director, and volleyball coach. Mr. 
William’s time at Lead-Deadwood has 
been expansive and he will be missed. 
The Lead-Deadwood school district 
isn’t the only school district Mr. Wil-
liams has worked under; Mr. Wil-
liams also worked in Springfield Pub-
lic Schools in Springfield, Missouri.

Mr. Williams will be going to 
Meade County school district to pur-
sue the job of assistant principal of the 
elementary and middle school. When 
asked why he is leaving the school dis-
trict, Mr. Williams replied “The posi-
tion I am currently working requires 
me to be away from my family for long 
periods of time. The new position will 
offer me more time with my family. As 
well as I would like to be a principal 
and the new position will be strictly 
regarding a principal position.” He lat-
er stated that by no means does he dis-
like the Lead-Deadwood school dis-

trict, he would just like to spend time 
with his family.

Mr. Williams was asked what 
he would miss most about the Lead-
Deadwood school district and he said 
he would and the main reason being 
the students and faculty that makeup 
the school district. He added that he 
thoroughly enjoyed his time as a vol-
leyball coach but would only consid-
er a volleyball coaching position once 
his kids came of age. Specifically asked 
if he would miss the 2018 seniors Mr. 
Williams simply replied “Absolutely, 
the students in the school district are 
great students.”

Mr. Williams throughout his career 
at Lead-Deadwood has gone through a 
number of position from a third grade 
teacher to the assistant principal of the 
high school. Though he will miss the 
students and faculty the choice comes 
down to family.

Due to weather the Skills USA team could 
not attend the major competition in Sioux Falls. 
The Skills USA team worked hard on prepar-
ing for the state competition but didn’t get to 
go. In the month of April the Lead-Deadwood 
community put on a chili feed fundraiser that 
the Skills USA team had to help at to receive 
a grant that was given to Skills USA organi-
zation. Since the Skills USA team couldn’t at-
tend the competition they will get a pizza par-
ty at the end of the year closing everything up. 
Skills USA is a great way to show off individ-
ual unique talents that can be shown off for a 
variety of scholarships. 

By Allison Engel
Key Club Recognizes Five Seniors

Williams Resigns As Activities Directory /
Assistant Principal, Moves To Meade County

By Jaci Petsch
Skills USA Misses Competition
Jaci Petsch presents her project on event planning.
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The senior experience was a whole year project that every senior 
had to do before graduate. Every senior in fact finished the project try-
ing to finish strong in their senior year. The senior projects taught se-
niors about time management, resources, hard work, how to write a pa-
per, and organization. The senior presentation was worth 350 points, 
the senior paper was worth 500 points, and the senior portfolio was 
worth 350 points all together the project equaled 1,200 points. The se-
niors presented the last four or five SRB in the month of April. Every 
presentation was accompanied by five or six judges judging them by ap-
pearance, information, product, and overall experience. Overall, the se-
niors passed which means they get to graduate which is always a posi-
tive. Senior project is a huge project for seniors but makes them a better 
writer, a better presenter, and a better learner through it all. Future stu-
dents who will do the project will learn about mostly time management 
and how to write a paper because that was the hardest part of the se-
nior experience. The school does not know about future senior experi-
ences as Ms. Fosheim is retiring. The senior project is a great learning 
experience for students and will help them through life. Although it is a 
long stressful project most seniors got a benefit out of the whole proj-
ect in one way or another. Ms. Fosheim did a great job leading the se-
niors through the whole year. 

Seniors Sigh With Relief As They 
Finish Their Senior Experience 
By Jaci Petsch

Senior Nicole Radensleben presents her senior experience.

Senior Lily Keehn discusses her senior expe-
rience.
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Jared James AmanJacob J.  Alley Amaya Dawn Aldrich Ember Skye Adkins 

Grace Marie Campbell Elissa M. Buckmier Shalen R. Bennett Ethan P.  Barkdull 

Allison Paige EngelJack Dalton Egemo Anthony Michael CorkinsNathaniel Dean Chipman 
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Carolyn Loyd Groeger Isabel Emma Fredericksen Sierra Marie FrechEmily AnnaRose Fox

Austin Bailey Hughes Shelbee Nicole Hopkins Wyatt Michael Duane HessGavin James Haefs

Stewart Gregory Job Sebastian  L. JanowMara Jade Jacobs Johnathan Blake Ingham

Dylin Lee Johnson John Daniel Jones  IV Brendan M. Kearns Lilyan Starr Keehn 
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Thad William Kulp Alex Andrew KruskeGracie  Rose Kosters Garrett Michael Kiefer 

Brandy Mae MorrisKaterina Shay Marlow Christepher L. Lipp Paul Joshua Lehman

Jaci Jo Petsch McKayla Marie Norton Zachary Michael Murray Madison Sue Morrison 

Nicolette Taylor 
Radensleben 

Jachin Lloyd Ruth Myca Dylan Ryan Brianna N. Sneesby 
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Hailey N.  Trewhella Katie Brianna Tieman Kelsey Renee Stuen Ian Samuel Srstka

Ian James Widener Andrea JoAnn Weslocky Saige  Orion Van Tassel Alex James Ulmer Brigham Rutger Williams

Class Motto:
“We didn’t realize we were making memories. 

We just knew we were having fun.”
- Winnie the Pooh -

Class Song:
“Don’t You (Forget About Me)”

by Simple Minds
Class Colors:

Maroon & Gold
Class Presenter:

Ms. Barbara Fosheim
Commencement Address: 

Mr. Tom Tieszen
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The 2018 royalty was 
announced at the 
end of Grand March. 
They are King Jachin 
Ruth and Queen 
Saige Van Tassel.

Junior Kaitlynn 
Zellers puts the king 
sash on Jachin Ruth.

Kaitlynn Zellers 
crowns Saige Van 
Tassel while Kaitlyn 
Meade assists with 
the sash.
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The 2018 Prom Royal Court from Top L-R: Gracie Kosters, McKayla Norton, Isabel Fredericksen, Kelsey Stuen, Queen 
Saige Van Tassel, King Jachin Ruth, Jack Egemo, John Jones, Wyatt Hess and Chris Lipp.

The Junior Prom Committee from L-R: Chayton Bower, Wyatt Vande Velde, Carter Nelson, Carly Mehlberg, Zoe 
Frauen, Olivia Rogers, Abiah Morrison, Baylie Trevino, Zoe Keehn, Kaitlyn Meade, and Kaitlynn Zellers.



Garrett Kiefer and Grace Campbell Luke Fish and Baylie Trevino Maddie Morrison and Kaitlin Wilks Ian Srstka and Abiah Morrison Carter Nelson and Olivia Rogers Maxx Percy and Rebecca Groeger

Wyatt Vande Velde and 
Carly Mehlberg

Diego Castanedo Gomez and 
Kialey Rose

Jared Aman and Madi Rystrom Anthony Corkins and Jaci Petsch Justin Essink and Saige Van Tassel Will Pearson and Izzy Burmeister

Dylan Arehart and Kennedy Getz CJ Murray and Raygan Mattson Brianna Munoz and Jarred Harrison Peyton Reller and Eric Schumacher Katerina Marlow and Hunter Gudith Cassie Nelson and Michael Crawford

Megan Snow and Chris Engel Kaelin O’Leary and Jaxon Larson Mara Jacobs and Jordy Stulken Daniel Egemo and Katie Tieman Tyler Finster and Brianna Sneesby Hailey Trewhella and 

Ethan Barkdull

Elissa Buckmier and Lexi Goddard Colt Bradley and Carolyn Groeger Robbie Lester and 

Nicole Radensleben

Stewart Job and Nicole Meza Alex Ulmer and Kelsey Stuen John Jones and McKayla Norton



Trinity Brady and Emma Koenig Mekieh Hon and Greta Moreno Nathan Chipman and 
Simone Serrano

Wyatt Hess and Shelbee Hopkins Dylan Janke and Blake Mehlberg Zak Mau and Kailee Bertrand

Kadden Dillman and 
Gracie Kosters

Kyler Farmer and Kenzi Wetz Joe Pinkerton and 
Kaali Allmendinger

Quinn Ward and Jasmine Lary Jack Egemo and Alexis Morrison Jacob Schlinkert and 
Kaitlyn Meade

Carson Pinske and 
Lucia Fernandez

Angelica Jones and Gavin Haefs Zach Murray and Anna Campbell Madelaine Rogers and 
Elijah Jordan

Dylin Johnson and 
Hannah Campbell

Chris Lipp and Isabel Fredericksen

Emily Fox and Brigham Williams Alana Young and Jachin Ruth Jaylen Baxter and Zoe Keehn Natalie Janssen and Chayton 
Bower

Colie Corkins and Pablo Munoz Zoe Frauen and 
Sierra Ereth-McKeen
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The 2018 girl’s golf season has been off to a slow start. In this sea-
son the team has three seniors; Gracie Kosters, Emily Fox, and Hailey 
Trewhella. The team has been to four meets so far and they took place 
in Douglas, Belle Fourche, Spearfish, and Boulder Canyon. While some 
of the meets have been drenched from the rain, the team still manages 
to put in all the work at each and every meet. 

The LDHS Girls Golf team placed fourth at the Spearfish invite with 
a score of 457. Trewhella and Fox both had a final score of 102 and Madi 
Rystrom ended the day with a score of 119. Emma Hess also ended the 
day with a score of 134. 

Another meet that the girl’s golf team attended was Belle Fourche 
but the team only took three of their members. Rystrom ended the day 
with a score of 118, Hess had a score of 112, and Trewhella shot a score 
of 107 which earned her the thirteenth place spot. Kosters and Fox could 
not attend this meet because of senior projects. 

The Diggers just attended the conference meet that took place in 
Box Elder but the scores have not be revealed yet. 

Emily Fox had a few things to share about her golf career. She stated, 
“I love how after meets when everyone is finished, we all get together 
and say how everyone did and get to talk about our rounds throughout 
the day.” She also stated. “Something I always have to tell myself is that 
each shot is a new shot, so in life each day is a new day just like in golf.”

Gracie Kosters also had a few things to say. First she stated, “I’m 
going to miss all the suburban rides with the team and all of their per-
sonalities. Kosters also had a message for the underclassmen stating, 
“Don’t worry about the shot you just took because in the end it’s the 
next shot that matters.”

By McKayla Norton

“It’s The Next Shot That Matters”
Gracie Kosters chips the ball to the green. Emily fox lines up to hit her next shot.

Hailey Trewhella hits the ball to the green.
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Track is underway and the Diggers already have five athletes and 
one medley qualified for state. Wyatt Hess qualifies and returns to state 
for pole vault by vaulting 12’06”. Jacob Alley also returns to state for 
triple jump by jumping 41’01”. 

Gavin Haefs returns to state for a handful of events. Haefs vaulted 
11’06” to qualify for pole vaulting, ran a 40.85 300 hurdles to return 
to state for the 300 hurdles, and lastly Haefs ran a 14.35 110 hurdles to 
make yet another return for the 110 hurdles. 

Dylin Johnson was able to raise the bar and vault over 11’0” to find 
himself a place at state. Carolyn Groeger once again was able to make 
her way into state again for pole vault by vaulting 11’06”. 

Trinity Brady qualified for the 800 running 2:03.70. The boy’s 
medley made up of Haefs, Alley, Trinity Brady and Jordy Stulken, were 
able to find themselves a spot at state for the first time by running a 
3:47.01 medley.  

Others that are close to qualifying are Brady for the 400. Stulken 
for long jump and 100. Haefs for the 100 and 200 and Hannah Camp-
bell for triple jump. The girls 4x200 and 4x100 are both made up of 
the following girls, Saige Van Tassel, Hannah Campbell, Groeger, and 
Anna Campbell, and are close to finding themselves heading to state. 

The Diggers continue to work hard and look to enter a few more in-
dividuals and a couple more teams into state.  

Track Members Qualify For State
By Zach Murray

Anna Campbell competes in the 100 hurdles.

Hannah Campbell finishes the 100 meter dash.

Jacob Alley jumps for distance in long jump.



Page 20 Wednesday, May 16, 2018NEWS

The Lead-Deadwood Baseball season is in full swing but sadly many 
of the games have been cancelled or postponed due to the snowy and 
rainy weather in the Black Hills. The team has only participated in a few 
of the planned season’s game. The first official game was in Hot Springs, 
where the Diggers won with a final score of 16-0. 

Despite the weather putting a damper on many of the games to start 
the season, there have been no shortages of practices. The team has been 
able to practice indoors at the pavilion down in Deadwood but an in-
door facility does not give the same experience and practice needed as 
an actual field. 

Anthony Corkins had some feelings about the weather so far and 
how it has effected the team; “The snow is rough. It should be summer 
weather already. The snow has messed with our season with missing 
games and not being able to practice out on the field. Also I just real-
ly don’t like the snow. I never let the snow stop me from showing out 
though, so don’t get confused.”

The team is off to a good start with a 3-3 record as of now. The 
three wins were against Douglas, Todd County, and Hot Springs, with 
the three losses coming from Sturgis, Winner, and Platte. Six games in, 
some of their clear weaknesses is pitching depth, and getting the bats 
going early. The Diggers travel to South Central on May 2 and home 
game against STM on May 3.

Dealing with injuries is a part of sports that no one ever wants to 
talk about until it happens. Senior Thad Kulp sadly suffered an injury 
to his right hand in the beginning of April that will take him out for the 
remainder of season. 

Weather Hampers Baseball Season
By Jack Egemo

Wyatt Vande Velde swings for a base hit. Jack Egemo throws a pitch.

Zach Murray goes to field ground ball.
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