
Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations.  By establishing 

communication and an understanding of each position, we are better able to accept 

the actions of the other and provide greater benefit to student athletes.  To be 

successful, communication is vital and requires involvement, dedication, sacrifice 

and commitment from parents, student athletes and coaches. 

 

COMMUNICATION YOU CAN EXPECT FROM YOUR CHILD’S COACH 

1. Coach’s and program’s philosophy. 

 

2. Individual and team expectations. 

 

3. Location and times of all practices and contests. 

(www.schedulestar.com) 

 

4. Team requirements, i.e., practices, special equipment, off-season 

conditioning, fundraising… 

 

5. Procedure followed should your child be injured during practice. 

 

6. Any discipline that may result in the denial of your child’s 

participation. 

 

COMMUNICATION COACHES CAN EXPECT FROM PARENTS 

1. Concerns expressed directly to the coach. 

 

2. Notification of schedule conflicts well in advance. 

 

3. Specific concerns with regard to a coach’s philosophy and/or expectations. 

 

4. Support for the program and the attributes of dedication, commitment and 

responsibility that are essential ingredients for success and excellence.  

Encourage your child to excel. 

 

While your child is involved in athletics within the Brewer School 

Department, they will experience some of the most rewarding and inspiring 

moments of their lives.  It is important to understand that there may also be 

times when things do not go the way you or your child wishes.  At these 

times, discussion with the coach is encouraged. 

 

APPROPRIATE CONCERNS TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES 

1. The treatment of your child, mentally, ethically and physically. 

 

2. Ways to help your child improve and develop in their sport and everyday 

life. 

 

3. Concerns about your child’s behavior. 

It is very difficult to accept your child not playing as much as you may hope.  

Coaches are professionals.  They make judgment decisions based on what they 

believe to be best for the TEAM and ALL athletes involved.  There are certain areas 

and issues that can and should be discussed with your child’s coach.  Other things, 

such as those below, should be left to the discretion of the coach. 

 

ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES 

 1. Playing time.  2. Team strategy. 

 3. Play calling.  4. Other student athletes. 

 

IF YOU HAVE A CONCERN TO DISCUSS WITH A COACH 

 

1. Contact the coach. Unless the issue pertains to ethical and physically 

abusive treatment of your child. Playing time is not an ethical or 

physical abuse situation of your child. In these cases, contact the AD. 

 

2. If the coach cannot be reached, call David Utterback, the Athletic 

Administrator.  A meeting will be set up for you. Call to set up an 

appointment: 989-8629. We expect all parties involved in this meeting- 

including your son/daughter. 

 

3. Please do not attempt to confront a coach before, during or after a 

contest or practice.  These can be emotional times for both the parent 

and the coach and this situation does not promote resolution nor 

objective analysis.  
 

WHAT A PARENT CAN DO IF THE MEETING WITH THE COACH DOES 

NOT PROVIDE A SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION 

 

Call and set up an appointment with David Utterback, the Athletic Administrator for 

the Brewer School Department.  

 

Research indicates that students involved in athletics are most likely to succeed at 

their chosen profession and make creative contributions to their communities.  Many 

of the character traits, qualities and attributes required to be a successful student 

athlete are exactly those that will promote a successful life after high school.  We 

hope that information provided within the pamphlet makes both your child’s and 

your experience with the Brewer School Department athletic program more 

enjoyable.  We are constantly attempting to improve communication with the 

students and parents.  For our programs to be successful, it is necessary that everyone 

involved understand the direction the program is headed. 



SPORTS ETIQUETTE 

“The Team Bench” 

 

The team bench is an athletic classroom.  Athletes on the bench are expected to focus 

and concentrate on the game, listen to the coach and support their teammates.  The 

bench area can provide an important and unique opportunity to learn and teach.  

Athletes may be asked to go in at any time.  It is their responsibility to know what is 

going on:  the offensive game plan and defensive assignments, any adjustments 

already made, opponents defensive tendencies, key offensive plays or players on the 

opposing team and any specific offensive and defensive strategies, techniques and 

skills the coach is trying to identify and teach. 

 

We ask that you afford the coach and players the same respect and courtesy that you 

would to teachers and students in the academic classroom.  Most all of our playing 

fields provide ample spectator viewing areas located on the opposite sides or ends of 

our fields.  Please help maintain an appropriate buffer and an athletic classroom 

atmosphere around our team benches. 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW A HERO? 

 

Does a hero know they are a hero if no one tells them? 

 

A hero doesn’t have to save a busload of school children from certain 

disaster. 

 

Or score the winning point in the big game. 

 

A hero can be anyone who inspires you, 

Anyone you look up to, 

Anyone who cheers you on, 

Makes you feel better than you were before – 

Just as they made themselves better than they were before. 

 

Do you know a hero? 

 

Tell HER! 

 

Tell HIM! 

 

THEN TELL EVERYONE! 
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David Utterback, Athletic Administrator 

BHS Athletic Dept. Phone: 989-8629 

BCS School Phone: 404-5700 

dutterback@breweredu.org 

 

 
 


