
February 28, 2023

Dear BRIJHS Families,

I hope that letter finds you and your family well as we are quickly approaching spring weather
(we hope!). We came back from winter break and the students took their second of three
diagnostics for iReady. It was exciting to see the growth that numerous students have
demonstrated since their first assessment in the fall. We will take it one more time in May to see
if they met the growth goals set from the fall diagnostic.

You might have noticed new email notifications coming since the start of the second semester.
We are having Skyward send families an email notification if your student’s grade falls below
70% and if they have an assignment that is marked as missing in the gradebook. In an effort to
partner with you, please don’t hesitate to contact your student’s teacher if you receive this
notification.  Our goal is to help your child succeed.

We will be hosting a Family Literacy Night on Thursday, March 2nd from 6:00 until 7:30. There
are numerous family-friendly activities planned, along with a Scholastic Book Fair. We hope that
your family can attend.

The 5 Essentials Survey is live and ready for you to complete. This survey compiles data from
students, parents, and staff on ways that we can improve our schools. Please take a few
minutes to complete this survey so that we can gather some useful information from our
families. We will have 100% participation from our students. Please access the survey with the
URL here: https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/?target_name=parent

Lastly, we have set our dates for the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR). The IAR test takes
place in 3rd-8th grades.  Students are tested in English Language Arts and Math.  Our Junior
High students, grades 7 and 8, will take the tests before spring break. They will start on March
14th and go through March 22nd. Students in grades 4 through 6 will begin testing on April 5th
and go through April 14th. Please make sure that your students arrive on time during those
dates because we will begin testing in the morning. I would also request to try and avoid any
early appointments, if possible, on those dates. We will be done testing each day by lunchtime.
Students will need a pair of headphones during one or more of the testing sessions. Please
check with your student to see if they still have a pair of headphones.

Mr. Huddleston
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