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As the November calendar is almost spent, it means that Thanksgiving is upon us. I have quite the list of  things for
which I’m thankful:

● Blue Ridge employees who want to do their best every day for the sake of  their students
● Creative teachers who continuously consider how to increase student engagement
● Staff  members who look for solutions to tricky situations
● Board members who care about the trajectory of  Blue Ridge Schools
● An administrative team that rivals any other
● Parents who collaborate with teachers and administrators
● A community who cheers us on
● A supportive and encouraging family to embrace me
● The most beautiful sunrises and sunsets around
● Thanksgiving cooking, baking, and eating!

On November 11 we recognized our veterans with meaningful celebrations in each of  our buildings. Thank you
veterans, for attending our events. We appreciate what we can learn from you. We value the wisdom, dedication, and
perseverance that you model for our students.

On November 15 we celebrated our Board of  Education members. The team of  Dale Schneman, Franci Miller,
Kenna Dunlap-Johnson, Carlos Burton, Chelsie Leffelman, Jason Nolan, and Rusty Woliung has led us in navigating
a pandemic, conducting strategic planning, rebranding, and revising our mission statement. Thank you for your time
and dedication to our communities, families, and students. Being a board member is an important job. We thank you
for your service.

By the time that you are reading this newsletter, we will have approximately four weeks of  instruction left in the first
semester. If  you’re like me, it’s hard to believe that the school year is going so fast. With just a few weeks remaining
in the first semester, I encourage you to speak with your student(s) to develop some goals for the final weeks, work
on a few revisions to the homework routine if  it’s not working so well, and either continue or start the habit of
discussing school on a regular basis.



PARTIAL ACTION FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
● Blue Ridge High School welcomes Hunter Green to the head coaching position for boys’ basketball and Herb Coffey

to the assistant coaching position.
● We welcome Colene German as our Part Time Bookkeeping Trainer and Stephanie Irby as our Accounts Payable

Coordinator. Welcome to the team!
● We welcome driver Lisa Olsen to the custodial team on a part time basis. Thanks, Lisa.
● Blue Ridge will also be applying for the state’s matching School Maintenance Grant. If  awarded the grant, we will be

working to replace aging ductwork and insulation on the BRHS HVAC system.

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 17, 2022 IAR, iReady, I’m Confused at BRIJHS with the BRHS STEM Club, 5:45-7:00 p.m.
November 23-25, 2022 Thanksgiving Break, No Student Attendance
December 20, 2022 Last Day of  First Semester, 2:20 Dismissal
December 20, 2022 Revised BOE Meeting Date, 7:00 p.m. BRHS Library
December 21, 2022- January 3, 2023 Winter Break, No Student Attendance
January 4, 2023 Second Semester Begins

IN OTHER NEWS

SCHNEIDER ELEMENTARY

*Senior Citizen and Grandparent Thanksgiving Dinner - Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner is back!  On
November 15, we had lots of  visitors join us for a delicious Thanksgiving meal.  We are thankful for this
opportunity!



December Concert - Come get in the Christmas spirit with the Kindergarten and first grade classes! There will be
instruments, dancing, decorations and more. It all starts December 6 at 7 pm in the high school. Hope to see you
there!

*Pumpkin Drop - Our first grade students experienced another successful pumpkin drop.  All three classrooms
create boxes with a pumpkin inside to withstand a drop from the top of  the building.  Students have one of  three
roles including communication team, design team and building team.  Students learned about the engineering
process and had a great time doing it.

*Pumpkin Olympics - We celebrated our respect rules with our Pumpkin Olympics. This event featured a
pumpkin toss, pumpkin relay, pumpkin bowling and more.  All students participated in this event which promotes a
positive school environment.

*Pre-K’s Growing Together Night - We had one of  ourbest Pre-K learning nights last month!  The Bloomington
Children’s Discovery Museum brought a variety of  learning activities from using their senses to create slime to
hands-on science and engineering discovery with Legos.



*Exemplary Knights:

Oaklyn Jones (K) - Oaklyn is excited to come to school each day and has a very contagious smile that she shares
with everyone.  She comes to school ready to learn.  Oaklyn follows classroom rules and routines and is a great
example to others.  She is such a good friend to others and is helpful.  She often offers to help her classmates,
getting up to show them what to do or where something is if  they don’t understand or can’t find what they need.
She is a quiet, soft spoken leader in the classroom who makes a point to include everyone.

Opal Bateman (1st) - Opal is a model student and a caring classmate.  She is hard working and always approaches
tasks with a positive attitude.  She is enthusiastic about learning and loves taking a leadership role in class.  She is
also a great classmate to her peers.  She is encouraging and helpful to all of  her classmates.  She goes out of  her way
to help her peers and teacher every day.

Alayna Dean (2nd) - I highly recommend Alayna Dean for student of  the month for many reasons.  First, Alayna
is an extremely hard working student.  She always tries to do her very best work without having to be told to do so.
Second, Alayna is an outstanding role model for her peers.  In class she is an avid participant. She works quietly so
as not to disturb others around her, she always raises her hand, and she respects others answers.  Alayna is ALWAYS
respectful to adults and is one of  the first students I think to call on if  I need something from the office or another
teacher.  I always write her name in my substitute teacher plans as a student who is dependable and trustworthy.
Alayna follows the rules in all areas of  the school and is willing to help others when asked for assistance.  These are
just a few of  the reasons why I believe Alayna Dean deserves the honor of  being named November student of  the
month.

Carly Beebe (3rd) - I am nominating Carly Beebe from our Exemplary Knight.  Carly was a new student to
Schneider this year and I have been blown away by her hard work and kindness.  She comes to class each day ready
to learn.  It can be very difficult coming to a new school, especially a small one where everyone knows what to
expect, but Carly never let this stop her from shining.  She has shown her kindness to others by being respectful to
adults, helping her peers, and being a good friend.  She has made amazing growth in her academics.  She tries hard
everyday and always shows pride in the work she does.  I can’t wait to see where the rest of  this year takes us.  Keep
up the great work Carly!

Stephanie Price (Staff  Member) -Stephanie always goes above and beyond in her job.  Stephanie puts time in on
the weekend, early in the morning and stays late on many days to make sure meals are prepared and ready.  She is
passionate about providing delicious and nutritious meals for the students and staff  in our district.

BRIJHS

Conferences
BRIJHS held parent teacher conferences on Monday, November 7th and Thursday, November 10th from 3:30pm
until 6:45pm. The office staff  collaborated with teachers at some grade levels while other grade levels used
communication applications to schedule the conferences. The conferences were primarily held in-person at the
school and were well attended by families.



IAR, iReady, I’m Confused
On November 17th from 5:45-7:00, BRIJHS will be hosting IAR, iReady, I’m Confused. During this community
outreach event, the attending students will be working with the STEM club from BRHS completing various
activities and competitions. At the same time, Mr. Huddleston and Mrs. Trimble will be guiding parents through a
discussion around IAR scores and school designation, the computer based iReady program, and plans to increase
student achievement and growth moving forward. The class with the most attendees will be receiving a prize.

Veteran’s Day Assembly
On Friday, November 11th, BRIJHS held a Veterans Day Celebration event. After breakfast, the assembly included
the Farmer City VFW Presentation of  Colors, the reading of  Patriotic Pen winning essays, poems, songs, and taps.
The assembly ended with the Retiring of  Colors. The staff  was excited to bring back this long standing tradition at
the school.

November Exemplary Knights
Staff  Recognition:Sam Barton
Mr. Barton exemplifies the term “team player”. He never fails to step up when there is a need in the building. He
covers for teachers often when a substitute teacher cannot be secured for an absence, especially an unplanned one.
He mentors new staff  and is a dependable leader in the building.

4th Grade: Alyssa Grider
Alyssa is a dedicated student and always tries her best on everything she does. She often strives for perfection in all
her work. Alyssa is kind to her classmates and teachers and is always willing to lend a helping hand. She listens
closely to instruction and asks thoughtful questions during class.

5th Grade: Olivia Meier
Olivia turns in homework regularly, without reminders.  She is enthusiastic about learning and actively participates in
classroom discussions.  Olivia arrives at class prepared and is motivated to do quality work. She continues to
improve as the school year progresses.

6th Grade:Gavin Ozee
Gavin is mature beyond his years.  If  (the teacher) drops something, he will be the one to pick it up, quietly, and
return it.  He is creative and has a great sense of  humor.  He is responsible for his own learning and careful to stay
out of  troublesome interactions with peers.  Gavin is “a gentleman” in the 6th grade.  He is kind to peers and adults
alike.

7th grade: Cloey Shreeves
Cloey is an excellent example for her peers. She is hardworking, considerate, and always attentive to her homework
and classwork.  When she doesn’t understand, she does not struggle to ask for clarification or help. Her attitude is
positive and her work consistently shows that she takes pride in her work.  Cloey is always eager to participate by
reading directions, by sharing her ideas, or by assisting a friend who needs help.  When she is absent, she will email,
asking for assignments or assistance. She uses her intervention and class time wisely by completing work and asking
for help as needed.  She is responsible and hands in assignments on time.  I think Cloey is very deserving of
recognition!



8th grade: Addison Hinthorn
Addison entered this community as a new student and has adjusted very well to her peers, her teachers, and her
academics. In class, she is a very thoughtful student and her effort shines through in her work. She always comes to
class prepared and ready to learn. Additionally, Addison has worked diligently to build skill level in both reading and
math during the intervention period. She was recognized recently for her efforts on the I Ready program we
currently use at BRIJHS

BRHS

Congratulations and Kudos:
Our Blue Ridge FFA program was honored at the National Convention in Indianapolis last month.  We had
students walk the stage as we were recognized as a 3-Star Gold Chapter (highest honor possible).   Fantastic
recognitions on the national level for our FFA Program!

Gracie Shaffer was named to the LPC All-Conference 1st team for volleyball.  Phoebe Reynolds was named to the
2nd team.

The Student Council sponsored a Halloween Costume contest on Monday, Oct 31st.  We had a panel of  Judges
during lunch and there were prizes from the Snack Shack for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places!

FFA Members competed in a competitive night of  Ag Sales and Greenhand Quiz bowl. The Ag Sales team placed
8th overall with Lori Weiss placing 3rd overall individually from her room. Other team members included Lillian
Enger, Sydney Rausch, and Kaleb Southern. The Greenhand Quiz Bowl team advanced and ended 3rd overall in
their event. Team members included Ava Paullin, Carmen Ellis, Indra Nolan, Payton Heiser, and Mercedes Manuel.

Congratulations to the BRHS Marching Knights who put on a stellar performance at Western Illinois University and
received 1st Place in Class 1A and 1st Place Color Guard at their marching competition!

Also from our daily announcements:

On Wednesdays is BRHS STEM Club during lunch!  Please join us if  you can!

Thrive is meeting in Mr. Minteer's room during lunch on Thursdays and food will be provided. Come join us for
good food, good conversations, and good community. Don't just get through the day; Try to THRIVE!

D and D club will meet Fridays after school until about 4:45 in Ms. Small's room. We will have a short game after
school so if  you haven't had a chance to check out Dungeons and Dragons, come join us on Friday! If  you have any
questions, come see Mr. Minteer.

The next FFA meeting is November 16th with committees meeting at 6:30 and the chapter meeting at 7:00pm.
Come join in on the fun!



*Staff  and Student of  the Month (Exemplary Knights)-
Our staff  winner for Exemplary Knight for the month of  October is Sarah Yeagle.  Here is what some of  her
co-workers have to say about her:

“Sarah goes above and beyond--I love having her in my classroom!  She is kind and helpful with ALL the
students, and is always willing to jump in to do whatever is needed to keep class running smoothly.”

“Sarah always goes above and beyond in both helping her students, as well as the teachers.  She works
individually with students during her break daily and after school  to help them succeed.   In class, she works very
patiently with the many questions that students have for her.  She takes students out to read tests to them. Sarah is
always willing to help teachers with making copies, as well as anything else we may need assistance with.  She always
has a smile on her face.  I could not survive without the help from Sarah.  She helps keep me sane!”

“I don't even know where to start when it comes to Sarah, because she goes above and beyond and doesn't
need the recognition.  She will work during her break and after school to help students that need it.  She will do
whatever is asked by any teacher in this building and never complain.  She is a calm in my life when there are
storms.   We know that we can put her into any classroom with any student, and the teacher and student will
welcome her.  She will learn any material if  it helps the student.  When our world was chaotic with many of  our
aides leaving, she did whatever was asked with a smile.  She truly can cover our rear ends on those crazy days.
When I am gone, I know she can cover me and/or help the sub with any questions they might have.  I could go on
and on, but I think you get the gist of  what I am saying.  She truly exemplifies what it means to be a Knight!”

“Sarah is compassionate and kind to everyone who walks through the doors of  Blue Ridge. She uses her
time, money, and talents to make Blue Ridge a welcoming and safe place for students. She cheers on her fellow staff
members and will willingly take on extra duties to help you if  you are having a bad day. She willingly stays after
hours to help students and staff  accomplish whatever they might need. Sarah never complains and consistently
focuses on the positive. Sarah uses her creative talents to make suggestions for the classroom and is not afraid to
adapt or modify materials to meet the needs of  our special education students. She is an irreplaceable member of
our special education team at the high school.”

We also have 2 students that we are recognizing this month - Savannah Coffin (Sr.) and Riley Burnett (Sr.). These
students were nominated by teachers and staff  at BRHS.  After receiving the nominees, the staff  then voted on their
top candidates.  Here’s what the staff  has to say about these two outstanding students.

Savannah Coffin -
● Savannah is one of  the most positive, encouraging, kind-hearted students we have at BRHS.
● Savannah is polite, always has a smile for anyone and oftentimes we see her helping in classrooms. She gets

my vote!
● Savannah is an extremely hard working student who is not afraid to help others. She deserves credit for all

the good things she has done these last 4 years!
● Savannah works hard and is a positive influence on those around her.
● Savannah Coffin is a bright and cheerful student who always puts her best foot forward. It was a delight to

see her jump into the drama club performance of  The Secret Case of  Sherlock Holmes as Tarzan. It looked
like she had fun and she did a great job with her role. Savannah is a positive role model for younger
students, as she challenges herself  to do well.

Rylee Burnett -
● Rylee Burnett quietly exerts leadership in our school. She is a positive influence for younger students. She

always works hard to do well in the classroom and on the cheerleading squad. She is always pleasant to be
around.

● Rylee meets deadlines, is driven and always kind and caring to classmates
● Rylee Burnett is a positive role model in math class and always strives to do her very best.
● Rylee is one of  the kindest students I have met in my time here. She is an extremely hard working and self

motivated student.
● Rylee is always good, always kind and always positive!



Our Athletes of  the Month for October are:

Football - Jamison Berkler. Coach Schubert said, “Jamison has really stepped as a leader on offense and defense.
Jamison is a force anytime he gets the ball in his hands and an essential piece of  our blocking schemes when he
doesn’t have the ball. Jamison takes on any role we ask of  him. Jamison made some key plays to help us secure our
spot in the playoffs at Flanagan. Jamison has displayed  Personal Responsibility In Delivering Excellence.”

Volleyball- Alexis Wike. Coach Miles said, “Alexis took on the responsibility of  learning a new position in the front
row first as a middle hitter and then excelled as an LS/OH hitter for us providing great hitting, off  block coverage
and strong serve receive presence in the back row that she is accustomed to.  Alexis is second in the team in kills,
digs, set assists and tops the knights in aces.  We will definitely miss her overall skill set and talent she brings to the
program.”

Cheerleading - Sierra Farrare. Coach Clayton said, “Sierra is always willing to step up and do what is needed to
help her team. She is always the first to volunteer to help decorate, prep for pep rallies, and anything else that is
needed to make events/games run smoothly. She encourages her teammates to be the best they can be.”

Soccer - Zach Lewis. According to Coach Flannell, “Zach was put in a new position this year and did amazing!
Although he can be serious and dedicated when needed, he also is always doing things and saying things to make the
other players laugh.  He definitely is the comic relief  for the team to help lighten the mood in stressful and
overwhelming situations.”

TECHNOLOGY

● Resolved 62 Ticket requests from 10/13 - 11/10
● Viewsonic Training for Schneider teachers
● Presented Parent Apps available for monitoring student chromebooks at home
● Submitted ERate Category 2 requests for next year
● Setup Growth Monitoring in iReady for Schneider & BRIJHS Tier 2&3 Students
● Met with Apptegy to make App requests and Alert requests
● Set up Attendance Notification for BRHS parents when students have 2 periods of  Unexcused Absences
● Set up Grade Deficiency Notifications for BRIJHS parents when a student’s grade drops below 70%
● Met to discuss communication consistency options for teachers
● Reset several district phones needing updates - Ongoing
● Installed rolling display for JH/Int
● Mansfield Intermediate paging fixed
● Migrated Domain services from Mansfield to Farmer City Server
● Working with Verizon to complete cell phone replacements for bus radios
● Working on Audio system upgrades for High School Gym
● Replaced UPS in Intermediate Network Closet
● Began review of  new ticketing system
● Repaired several cable runs for camera systems
● Updated RDP servers



● Removed malware from Mansfield network and server
● New Viewboards ordered with ESSER funds
● Installed Display for JH/Int Entrance
● Setup 3 replacement PCs for district PCs that are end of  life
● Working with Frontier on final number ports for fax lines to shut down account
● Updated Exterior Wireless System at High School
● Working with Verizon to implement mobile device management system

Blue Ridge Schools will embrace, engage, equip, and
empower students, staff, families, and the community.


