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Greetings to all our BRHS families!  The “new” school year is off and running, and the first quarter flew
by before we knew it.  I hope to highlight some of the many exciting things happening at BRHS in this, my
first newsletter of the 2023 school year.

EMBRACE.  ENGAGE.  EQUIP.  EMPOWER.

Hopefully you have seen our new district mission statement - “Blue Ridge Schools will Embrace, Engage,
Equip, and Empower students, staff, parents, and the community.”

We have found that the term “Embrace” is a great reflection of the vision we have for Blue Ridge High
School.  Our vision is that our building will be a safe, supportive and welcoming environment where all
students can learn.  But the district mission statement is about more than just our students.  It extends
to our parents, too.  You are always welcome to reach out to your child’s teachers when you have any
questions or concerns.  You are an important piece of your child’s education here at Blue Ridge.

**As a reminder, we have parent-teacher conferences on November 7th and 10th from 3:30-6:30.  Be
sure to get a time scheduled if you’d like to talk with any of your student’s teachers about their progress.
You can do this by calling the main office at the high school.**

When it comes to “Engagement,” we hope that our students are connecting with teachers and the
subject material within the classroom, but there are also a tremendous number of extra-curricular clubs
and activities available for our students.  In addition to athletics (boys and girls basketball, cheerleading),
we have some other things in progress and coming soon.  Here are just a few examples with a contact
person listed for each if you’d like more information:

● Scholastic Bowl starts practices in early November. (Mr. Miles emiles@blueridge18.org)
● We also have a new E-sports club launching soon. (Ms. Villwock lvillwock@blueridge18.org)
● Our Thespian troupe will be putting on their fall show, The Secret Case of Sherlock Holmes the

weekend of November 4th-6th.  It’s not too late to help with this show - please try to attend!
(Sarah Yeagle syeagle@blueridge18.org)

● Our STEM club continues to work on fun and creative ways to engage students of all ages with
the world of science and technology.  (Mr. Scurlock cscurlock@blueridge18.org)

● Art Club has started to meet, and most recently carved dozens of pumpkins for the Haunted
Forest. (Mrs. Ramirez cramirez@blueridge18.org)

● Key Club is underway, and always welcomes new members to become excellent volunteers in
their communities. (Ms. Hieronymus lhieronymus@blueridge18.org)
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We had special guest speakers from the Central Illinois CEO program and the Bloomington Area Career
Center (BACC) come to visit our current sophomores and juniors.  They talked about the unique, and
sometimes non-traditional coursework through their respective programs.  Through these opportunities,
we are able to provide a greater variety of experiences for our BRHS students as they are planning their
futures.  Reach out to Leslie Hieronymus (lhieronymus@blueridge18.org) if you have any questions.

At the beginning of September, BRHS conducted benchmark testing with all students in the areas of
Reading and Math using a program called i-Ready.  The program provides immediate feedback and
creates individualized lessons for your student, designed to help them make gains in specific areas of
need.  In order to make progress, a student must spend at least 45 minutes per week engaged in the
lessons.  English and Math teachers have developed plans to incorporate these activities into the week
for your student, but additional time may be needed if your student placed more than one level below
their grade.  If you have any questions about how your student performed on the assessments or how
they are progressing on the individualized learning activities, please reach out to their English and/or
Math instructors.  We will be doing benchmark testing again in January and May.  We are hopeful that
we will see tremendous gains from the students who are putting forth a consistent effort on their
i-Ready lessons.

You have the ability to see your student’s grades and attendance at any time through Skyward.  If you are
not sure how to do this, please reach out to our building secretaries - Nancy or Jill - for information
(nhoffman@blueridge18.org or jhardesty@blueridge18.org). When you look at the daily attendance,
these are the codes that you may want to ask your student about if they appear on the record:

● “T” - tardy.  This means your student was not in class when the tone sounded.
● “C” - left class.  This means your student left the classroom during class.
● “U” - unexcused.  This means your student was not in class and was not called in.

Thanks for reading.  If we have not had the chance to meet/talk yet, please reach out.  I always enjoy
getting to know our parents.

Brian Easter
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