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October 27, 2022

Dear Blue Ridge Community,

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released the annual Illinois Report Card on Oct. 27 at
www.illinoisreportcard.com. The Report Card shows how well our schools are progressing on a wide range of
educational goals. One component of the School Report Card is the annual summative designation, a descriptor of
how well our schools are meeting the needs of all students. This designation is federally required and is based on
eight indicators of academic performance. This year marks the first time that schools have received a designation
since 2019, due to the pandemic. Of the four designations possible- Exemplary, Commendable, Targeted, and
Comprehensive- Blue Ridge High School and Schneider Elementary received the Commendable designation. Blue
Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School received the Targeted designation. A Targeted designation for BRIJHS
means that overall our BRIJHS students are performing well, but we have room to improve in how we serve one of
our individual student groups.

One of the eight indicators that make up a school’s designation at the elementary and middle level is the IL
Assessment of Readiness (IAR), which is the state testing that our third through eighth graders take in the spring of
the school year. While there are a wide range of reasons not to compare 2019 IAR results to 2021 IAR results, it
does give us one piece of data to examine. In 2019, 29.5% of 3rd grade students met or exceeded in English
Language Arts (ELA), and 54.5% of 3rd grade students met or exceeded in Mathematics. No data was reported
across the state in 2020 due to the pandemic. In 2021, 22.2% of 3rd grade students met or exceeded in ELA, and
38.9% of 3rd grade students met or exceeded in Mathematics.

At BRIJHS, all grades participate in the IAR test. In 2019, 36.1% of 4th-8th grade students met or exceeded in ELA,
and 16.8% of 4th-8th grade students met or exceeded in Mathematics. Again, no data was reported across the state in
2020 due to the pandemic. In 2021, 24.6% of 4th-8th grade students met or exceeded in ELA, and 13.6% of 4th-8th

grade students met or exceeded in Mathematics.

As you can see, our students’ academic growth slowed considerably during the pandemic, which is in line with
nationwide trends. As a district, we were aware of the need to plan strategically to address students’ learning loss as
we move through and past the pandemic. Our district’s strategic plan was finalized in Spring 2022. Academics and
Achievement is one of the five broad board goal areas that was addressed during the strategic planning process. In
that area alone, the following subgoals were developed and the respective work is underway:

● Guided Reading Levels for K-6 students will be collected and recorded three times each year.
● K-6 grade level meetings will be held monthly to discuss instructional strategies and student grouping as a

result of the data collected through BAS and running records.
● 7-12 ELA teachers will meet quarterly to discuss instructional strategies, vertically align ELA curriculum,

and review benchmarking data to guide instruction.
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● 4-8 teachers will review math benchmarking data three times a year, in order to create and implement

applicable interventions.
● The curriculum coordinator, in conjunction with the high school administrators and counselors, will explore

opportunities and feasibility to offer Honors, Dual Credit, and EFE courses at Blue Ridge High School.

Additionally, we learned over the summer that each of our three school buildings were offered the use of i-Ready as
a pilot program through Tri-County Special Education Cooperative. The i-Ready program uses smart technology
when benchmarking students, adjusting the questions based upon the answers provided by students. Once
completed, the teacher is provided with suggestions for student groupings and lesson plans that will address
common learning needs. Additionally, students receive a personalized, digital program tailored to their individual
learning needs. The district will be examining data from this program to determine if its use is accelerating student
growth. If so, we will consider moving away from some of our current digital resources in order to fully implement
i-Ready going forward.

I want to take this opportunity to share with you that BRIJHS will be hosting i-Ready, IAR, I’m Confused! on
Thursday, November 17 from 5:45 p.m.-7:00 p.m. This event is for all 4th-8th grade students and their parents. At
the event, the BRHS STEM Club will be providing hands-on activities for your students while Mr. Huddleston
speaks with parents about opening the lines of communication about student achievement between home and school.
We want to partner with you in order to optimize your student’s learning experience. Please mark your calendar now
and plan to attend. Tonya Evans will be providing a light meal for families and we’ve learned that you won’t want to
miss that! An RSVP will be provided to all BRIJHS families soon.

At Blue Ridge, it is important to us that all our students succeed. The Targeted designation at BRIJHS means that
building will receive a four year federal grant and participate in a school improvement process that begins with
conducting a needs assessment and creating a school improvement plan. Ultimately, this designation gives us the
opportunity to reflect on our strengths and areas for growth and to further strengthen instruction and supports for our
entire student community. We welcome this opportunity to dive into our data and to talk about additional
improvements and investments we can make to support every student in reaching their fullest potential.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Blue Ridge School District. We are committed to our mission statement,
which reads:

Blue Ridge Schools will Embrace, Engage, Equip, and Empower
students, staff, parents, and the community.

Sincerely,

Dr. Hillary Stanifer
Superintendent
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