
Burton Huddleston
Principal, Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School

107 S. McKinley Street, PO Box 69, Mansfield, IL 61854
Phone: 217 489-5201

Fax: 217 489-9051
Email: bhuddleston@blueridge18.org

Dear BRIJHS Families,

We have recently completed our first quarter of this new school year. Last Friday, we sent home report cards and your student’s
benchmarking data.  Hopefully you have had communication with your student’s teachers about the upcoming parent-teacher
conferences on Monday, November 7th and Thursday, November 10th from 3:30 to 6:30.

We will host our first 7th and 8th grade dance of the year this Friday, October 28th from 6:30-8:30. Students are welcome to
wear costumes but please have them leave any accompanying weapons and masks at home, as they are prohibited. As a
reminder, only BRIJHS students are allowed to attend the dance. There is a $3 entry fee.

This year, we plan to bring back some traditions at BRIJHS. The first will be a Veterans Day assembly on the morning of Friday,
November 11th. We will include each grade level during the all school assembly. Additionally, we will host a Thanksgiving lunch
on November 18th. Grandparents are invited to attend but please RSVP to the office by November 4th.

Our sports programs have had a few changes this year in an effort to streamline processes throughout the district.  Registration
for sports at the BRIJHS level can be found using the 8 to 18 website which is available on the Blue Ridge District website when
you click Menu “Athletics.”  In addition, coaches are communicating with parents through the sportsYou app.  If you have any
questions about either of these, we encourage you to reach out.

We are excited that many pre-pandemic routines have returned to our schools, especially in-person instruction. Please help
minimize student absences this year as we work to fill in many holes in student learning that happened over the past two years.
If a student does need to miss school, please work with us to make sure that they gather any missed assignments upon their
return. You can access their grades through Skyward to check for missing assignments as well. During the week, students fill out
an assignment book that helps you track their daily work and homework also.

We are working at the school to intervene in learning gaps as well, starting with students using iReady during the week. This
program gives students an adaptive assessment and then designs an individual learning path based on those results. Those
lessons completed during their intervention period are designed to strengthen areas of needed growth based on their grade
level. We will take another assessment this winter to check on their progress toward growth goals set in the fall. Please consider
attending our parent night on November 17th from 5:45 to 7:00 to learn more about iReady and the intentional steps we are
taking to improve student learning across all grade levels. We will be sending out more information soon about this event.

Kind regards,

Mr. Huddleston
Principal
Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School
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