
Mr. Burton Huddleston
Principal, Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School

107 S. McKinley Street, PO Box 69, Mansfield, IL 61854
Phone: 217 489-5201

Fax: 217 489-9051
Email: bhuddleston@blueridge18.org

Dear Families,

I hope this letter finds you well as our summer comes to a close and our new school
year is about to begin. The custodial team has been working hard through the summer
and our school is looking amazing. The staff is returning to set up their classrooms and
collaborating together to make plans for a successful school year.

I am excited to be your new principal at Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High
School. I come to Mansfield after spending the last 20 years working in the Champaign
Unit #4 School District. My wife, Meiby, along with our son, Sebastien, currently reside
in Champaign. We have many family members in the area that we spend a lot of time
with when we can.

We will welcome some new staff members this year, along with some teachers in
different positions.  Mrs. Nicole Plowick joins us to teach 4th grade ELA and science.
Mr. TJ Wirth returns to us to teach 7th and 8th grade PE. Ms. Erin Carr, our new speech
pathologist and Ms. Anita Beaman, our new librarian, will both travel between all three
buildings. Mrs. Shawna Kollross will be teaching 7th and 8th grade math this school
year. Ms. Meghan James will be teaching 6th grade ELA and social studies.

Additionally, we will have some long-term substitute teachers starting the year off with
us. Mrs. Molly Schneman will be teaching art, Mrs. Bridget Miller will be teaching music,
Mrs. Sandra Shelton will be teaching 5th grade math and social studies, and Ms. Pam
Houser will be teaching 7th and 8th grade social studies.

The plans for First Knight, our back-to-school night, are being finalized for the evening
of August 16th as I am writing this letter. We would like to welcome our 4th graders and
their families at 5:30 to make staff introductions and have a tour of the school.
Additionally, I would like to meet with 5th and 6th grade families in the Junior High gym
at 6:00 and the 7th and 8th grade families at 6:30, also in the Junior High gym. Students
will be allowed to bring school supplies to be put away and meet their teachers for the
new school year. The Booster Club plans to arrange for the Kona Ice truck to be here
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selling their delicious treats from 5:00-7:00. Tonya Evans, our food service director, is
planning on bringing some samples of new lunch menu items to try.

As a reminder that on August 17th, 18th, and 19th, we will have early dismissal at 2:20.
The following week we will return to our normal dismissal time of 3:10.

I look forward to meeting all of you as we begin what will be an amazing year of learning
and building a strong community at BRIJHS. Please reach out by email at
bhuddleston@blueridge18.org or by phone at 1-217-489-5201 if you have any
questions.

Kind Regards,

Mr. Burt Huddleston
Principal
Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School
#br_u_knighted
Embrace, Engage, Equip, Empower
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