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July 1, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

Blue Ridge CUSD#18 will hold a public hearing on July 20, 2022 in order to take testimony on our
renewal application for a modification of School Code (Section 18-8.05 (F)(2)(d)(2)). This waiver requests
that Blue Ridge CUSD#18 be allowed to use two full days for school improvement instead of four half
days. The hearing will be held at the Blue Ridge High School Library at 7:00 p.m.

Blue Ridge is a rural school district that serves students in grades Pre-K through 12 from an area
spanning three communities and 212 square miles. Many of our students ride buses for up to an hour to
get to school or return home. Public transportation and childcare programs that might typically be
provided by a park district are not available to our students. YMCA programming has been attempted, but
the cost of providing that programming is causing the YMCA to eliminate a considerable part of their
offerings. Many of the parents and guardians of our students work 20-30 minutes away, either in
Bloomington or Champaign.

The parents and guardians of our students have historically told us that half day school improvement days
create hardships with arranging for supervision of their children when they are not in school. When we
began scheduling full day school improvement days in 2013, the response was overwhelmingly favorable
from the families of our students. Parents stated that the full days allow them to plan in advance, make
arrangements for childcare for the full day, and better provide for their children without disrupting their
own employment.

Faculty and staff of the District also appreciate the full day for uninterrupted school improvement
activities. They are able to engage in deeper discussions on educational topics and lose far less time due
to the disruptions of dismissing students in the middle of the day. It was typical that students would be at
school for some time following the early dismissal because parents had forgotten about the half day or
had not made arrangements for their child. This required school personnel to make parent contacts,
supervise the children, and deal with related issues when they otherwise should have been participating
in school improvement activities. Changing to full day school improvement days has contributed to greater
efficiency and effectiveness in the use of time to address school improvement needs.

Thank you for your consideration of this waiver request. If you have any questions or need anything
further, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Dr. Hillary Stanifer
Superintendent
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