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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 

May is filled with celebrations of accomplishments and a time for reflecting upon the year that we’re 

completing. As I reflect, it’s hard to believe all that we’ve conquered this year. We started the year wearing 

masks as part of our Covid-19 protocol. We added SHIELD-IL testing in each of our school buildings on a 

weekly basis. There were many months filled with evening messages between administrators and families 

following the release of the day’s SHIELD-IL results. Monstrous spreadsheets were managed by nurses, 

secretaries, and administrators in an attempt to monitor days of isolation and quarantine. January marked 

our month of the highest number of Covid-19 cases since the beginning of the school year. As we rounded 

the corner from third quarter to fourth quarter, we’ve been able to see a significant drop in our Covid-19 

cases and move to a mask optional phase. What a whirlwind it’s been and I’m thankful for all the aspects of 

school that have returned to normal. 

While all of that was part of our daily routines, we were able to work on some significant plans for the 

district. In the next few months, we will be releasing the board approved District Strategic Plan, revised 

Mission Statement, updated webpage, and District rebranding. We are excited to share these new ideas with 

you prior to the start of the 2022-2023 school year. Be watching for some video messages over the summer. 

Many of you reading this newsletter participated in making our teachers feel appreciated during the recent 

Teacher Appreciation Week. Thank you for taking time to create some fantastic plans that provided our 

teachers with a boost of encouragement as they work to finish this year strong! 

As a calendar reminder, the last day for students is May 26, 2022. Online registration for the 22-23 school 

year will open Friday, July 29 and remain open through Friday, August 5. In person registration will be held 

in each school building on Thursday, August 4. The first day of the 22-23 school year is August 17. We will 

utilize a 2:20 dismissal for August 17-August 19. As another reminder, please be sure to update any address 

or phone number changes in the Qmlativ system as our summer communications will be made through that 

platform. It’s also not too early to plan for upcoming physical and dental requirements. You can access a 

document that summarizes what is needed at each grade level here:  https://5il.co/19p33 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                     

https://5il.co/19p33


PARTIAL ACTION FROM THE MAY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING  

 
Mr. Burt Huddleston was approved as the incoming BRIJHS Principal, 

effective July 1, 2022. Mr. Huddleston holds a Bachelor of Science in 

Elementary Education from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale (1997) 

and a Master of Education in Educational Organization and Leadership from 

the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (2009). Mr. Huddleston began 

his teaching career with Unit 4 Schools in August 2002.  He was originally 

hired to teach at Booker T. Washington Elementary and taught as a first grade 

teacher, fourth grade teacher, and a fourth/fifth grade gifted education 

teacher.  Mr. Huddleston was then selected to teach fourth grade at Carrie 

Busey Elementary in September 2007.  His current role has been assistant principal at Carrie Busey 

Elementary for the past six years. He lives in Champaign with his wife of 21 years, Meiby 

Huddleston, and their son, Sebastien who is currently a freshman at Centennial High School. He is 

excited to join the dedicated team at Blue Ridge Intermediate and Junior High School to continue 

building on the successful tradition of high academic achievement. He is energized to implement the 

vision designed by the Blue Ridge Board of Education, administrative team, staff, and families 

through the strategic plan. We welcome Mr. Huddleston to our team! 

● Megan Dickman has been appointed to the open special education position at Schneider Elementary 

School. Congratulations and we wish you the best in your new position! 

● Dakota Sidgestad will join the Transportation Department as a bus aide. Welcome, Dakota! 

● David Harris, Scholastic Bowl Volunteer Coach. Welcome back, David! 

                                                                      

UPCOMING EVENTS   

May 14 BRHS Prom 
May 17 BRIJHS Spring Pops Concert 
May 18 BRIJHS Spring Sport/Activity Awards 
May 19 Pre-K Parent Night 
May 20 Senior Graduation Practice 
May 22 BRHS Graduation, 2:00 p.m. 
May 26 Last Day of Student Attendance, 2:20 Dismissal 
May 27 Teacher Institute Day 
May 30 Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 



IN OTHER NEWS 

SCHNEIDER ELEMENTARY   

 
*Kindergarten Tours - Last month, we hosted parent tours for incoming Kindergarten families. This 

included a building tour, information about daily events/schedules, meeting staff members, and opportunities 

to answer questions for parents.   

 

*Pre-K Parent Night - Our Pre-K team will be hosting a parent night May 19 from 6-7 p.m.  The topic this 

year will explore food.  This is a topic where many families face daily challenges. 

 

*Pre-K Screenings - Our fall Pre-K screenings will be July 28 and 29. The developmental screening is for 

children who are 3 or 4 years old at the time of the screening. Children who turn 5 on or before September 

1, 2022 are not eligible for the screening. Please allow up to 2 hours for the screening. We ask you not to bring 

other children with you since you will be asked to join us during your child’s appointment.  Parents will be 

asked to complete an information packet and return it to the school a week before the appointment. Please 

call Schneider Elementary at (309)928-2611 to schedule an appointment or ask any questions. Thank you! 

 

*Growing Together Night - Dot the Storyteller came to Schneider Elementary in April.  She visited the 

morning and afternoon Pre-K classrooms.  Then, for our Growing Together Night, she had an additional 

performance for families to view.  She provides a language rich, fun and developmentally appropriate 

performance.  

  

     

 

*Knight Buddies - We are excited to have our Knight Buddy program back in the building.  Due to COVID 

restrictions, we have been unable to make these cross grade level buddies. The purpose of the mentoring 



program is to create connections and provide support for students that will empower them to become 

independent, self-sufficient, and confident students. 

  

*PBIS Gotcha Party - Students with two or fewer referrals during the 3rd quarter got to have a dance party 

with their classmates in the old gym.  In addition to the dance party, students were able to spend their 

“gotchas” at the school store.  “Gotchas” are given to a student for performing a variety of “expected” 

behaviors throughout the day. 

 

     

 

*Safety Drills - We have completed all our annual safety drills. This includes weather, intruder, bus, 

evacuation and fire.  Thank you to the Farmer City fire and police department for their assistance and ideas. 

 

*Exemplary Knights Students - We are excited to announce our Exemplary Knights this month.   

Ceydee Skinner (K) - Ceydee has a great attitude about being at school and learning new things.  She spreads 

this positive energy to others in our class by encouraging them and including them.  Her positive attitude has 

also helped her make a lot of academic growth this year! 

Graysen Bentley (1st) - Grayson is and extremely hard worker.  She is always up for a challenge and eager to 

learn new concepts.  She is also willing to lend a helping hand to her peers.  She is very kind and considerate 

of others’ feeling and needs in class. She is the first to volunteer to do a task that no one else wants to do and 

she does it with a smile and positive attitude.  Grayson is also very responsible and organized.  She follows 

the expectations in school and has wonderful manners.   

 Dean Sloat (2nd) - Dean is a wonderful student and friend.  He comes to school each day with a smile and 

is ready to learn.  Dean has made so much growth this year.  He has an awesome math brain, has become a 

more confident reader, and participates in class often.  In addition to being a hard worker in the classroom, 

Dean is an incredibly caring friend to his peers.  He is always looking out for others and making sure their 

needs are being met.  Dean brings so much joy to the classroom. 



Ella Yeadon (3rd) - Ella is an extraordinary student!  She is kind, caring, helpful and hardworking.  Ella is 

always there to lend a hand, to both students and adults alike.  She works extremely hard to accomplish any 

task put in front of her.  Ella always comes to class with a huge smile on her face and a positive vibe.  She 

goes above and beyond what is asked of her every day and is a great role model for those around her.   

 

*Exemplary Knight Staff Member - Our Exemplary Staff Member is Melissa Ward. Melissa is an 

exceptional instructional skills. Additionally, she integrates all students with communication concerns into the 

life of her classroom. She collaborates with special education professionals to make sure her students are 

receiving the full benefit of the curriculum.  She is creative and innovative with students who need extra help 

to succeed.  

 

 

BRIJHS   

 

 Staff Exemplary Knight: Kenny Peters passed it to April Griffen for the awesome work she does with 
her students. She is always patient and kind and that is appreciated! 
 

 4th Grade: Addison Dodson-Addison works really hard, asks questions, advocates for herself, is sweet 
and kind to peers, helps out peers and staff, and always has a very positive attitude. 

 5th Grade: RJ Coffey-RJ is kind to her peers, an active participant in the classroom, she makes good 
choices, and is a cheery presence wherever she goes. 

 6th Grade: Lily Friedrich-Lily follows the expectations. She is respectful to adults. She does quality work 
and turns it in on time.  

 7th Grade: Kelly Weiss - Kelly always has a positive attitude. She is on top of school work and prepared 
for class. Kelly is kind to her peers and very respectful and responsible. 

 8th Grade: Presley Hardesty-Presley is responsible for learning, good at communicating, positive, 
attends online if absent, takes her time on her work and does a good job, and she always helps her 
friends.  

 

The BRIJHS Spring Sport/Activity Awards will be held May 18, 2022.  
 

 

BRHS   

 

FFA held their annual banquet on Sunday, April 24th.  Dinner was held along with the awards night and 

senior send-off video was enjoyed by all.  BRHS Alum and FFA state Vice-President, Jaton Shaffer was the 

Keynote speaker for the evening along with the presenter of a few of the awards. 



FFA Members competed in the Section 16 Ag Mechanics Contest at Parkland. The team was 2nd overall with 

Gavin Friel placing 3rd in Electricity, Tray Hardesty placing 1st in Ag Power, Kaleb Southern placing 1st in 

Carpentry, Gracie Shaffer placing 2nd in Surveying, and Hank Mitchell placing 5th in Welding. 

Congratulations to the Code of Conduct FFA team for placing 3RD OVERALL IN THE STATE!  Lily 

Enger was 3rd overall chair, Lori Weiss was 3rd overall floor member, Rachel Light was 7th overall floor 

member, and Ava Paullin was 9th overall floor member!  Also Kaleb Southern placed 8th in the state with his 

carpentry skills and Tray Hardesty placed 10 in the state in Ag Mechanics. 

 

Exemplary Knights 

Our staff winner for Exemplary Knight for the month of April is Lori Friel.  Mrs. Friel is such a valuable 

member of our staff.  Her willingness to search for the best ways to reach her students is very much 

appreciated by our students and their families.   Last month’s winner, Marcus Minteer, had this to say about 

Lori -  

Lori Friel works hard in the special education department to meet the needs of all her students, but her hard work doesn't end 

there. She works hard to build rapport with every student she can and provides encouragement and constructive challenges so that 

each student can be a successful, considerate, and well-rounded individual. She takes every opportunity to teach students life lessons 

to prepare them for whatever future they choose to build for themselves 

 

We have 2 students that we are recognizing this month - Payton Burns (Sr.) and Grace Coffey (Sr.).  These 

students were selected by a committee of high school faculty and staff.  They were chosen for their 

achievements and also for going above and beyond the expectations for our high school students.   

Payton Burns - Payton Burns is a member of HS Student Council and previously the CENOIS Regional 

Vice-President.  I can always count on Payton to volunteer her time for any type of idea we have to make the 

school and community better.  She loves the projects that Student Council participates in and she makes them 

fun.  Her personality is a plus and she always has many ideas about what to do.  She's organized and thoughtful 

in her words which is something to admire from my point of view. 

Grace Coffey - Grace is a complete joy to be around.  She always has a smile on her face and a point of view.  

She's smart, funny and we will miss her next year in the office. Grace is a part of the CICEO program and is 

enthusiastic about the businesses she visits and the interaction with students from other schools.   She's a 

member of the Drama club and takes active roles in the plays produced at the school. 

 

April Athletes of the Month  

Softball - Cassie Zimmerman.  Cassie currently leads the team with .492 batting average as well as 8th in 

the conference behind some big hitters.  Fielding she is currently leading the team and 10th in the conference.  

She has also stepped up to take on the task of pitching, learning and growing in this sport to help assist where 

she can when our other pitchers were hurt. 



Baseball - Dylan Kelley.  Offensively, he led the team in batting average and hits in April. Defensively, he 

led the team in strikeouts while pitching with 30 strikeouts and only 7 walks in April. Dylan shows great 

leadership skills daily whether it be during practice, games, or on the bus to and from an away game. 

Girls Track - Alexis Wike.  Alexis is the varsity girls track point leader at an astonishing 173 to date.  Alexis 

participates in the HJ (holds the school record), 100, 200 and 400.  Alexis also participates in club track during 

the off seasons to better herself. 

Boys Track - Matt Schumacher.  After a year off from Track and Field, Matt has come back to throw shot 

and discus.  He has also found a new role as a sprinter.  Matt is currently second in varsity points for the boys 

this season. 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY   

● 33 Staff Service Tickets Closed 

● Google Two Step Verification for security is implemented for staff 

● GoGuardian Parent App and communication rolled out to parents via parent email 

○ Allows parent monitoring for student chromebooks, time limits on chromebooks at home, 

parent filtering, etc. 

● All Spring Computer Based Assessments completed 

● Server systems ordered to replace end of life equipment at Mansfield and FC 

● Chromebooks delivered with ESSER III 

● Viewboards ordered with ESSER III 

● End of Year State Reporting underway 

● Testing phones and door readers Completed; Review systems from 3rd party vendors 

● New cell for transportation delivered 

● Backup Routine testing started 

● Preparing for Thin Client PC deployments 

● Preparing systems for Graduation Broadcast in New Gym 

● Due to supply chain issues, ordering for summer network refresh is on hold 

● Google and Active directory clean up started 

● Replacement Bell system for JH Ordered 

● Working on Budgeting FY23 

 

 

Finishing the 2021-2022 school year… 
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