
JOHN BRAYMER 

 

John graduated from Delaware Academy in Delhi with the Class of 1948.  He played 

quarterback on the football team for three years and led his team to two winning seasons.  

In basketball he was one of the stars that resulted in Delhi ending the season with an 

undefeated record of 18-0 and also winning a Section IV Class B Sectional Title at 

Cornell.  John also was a star pitcher in baseball for 3 seasons and led his team to three 

winning years.  John was a star athlete and a credit to all the teams he played on. 

 

 

RALPH BROCK 

 

Ralph was an outstanding three sports start at Spencer.  He led the basketball team in 

scoring during his Junior and Senior years and the baseball team in batting both years.  A 

standout pitcher for the baseball team in 1950, he had 79 strikeouts in 39 innings and 

pitched 3 shutout innings in the Section IV All-Star game in Cooperstown.  As a softball 

pitcher in his adult life he won over 700 games and pitched a 2-1 victory in his last game 

at age 58.  A 2 hitter with 13 K’s. 

 

 

BURT BULLIS 

 

In Burt’s five years of Varsity wrestling at Unatego, he was named Most Valuable 

Wrestler at the end of the wrestling season by the school four times.  He held the most 

career win record at Unatego for over fifteen years.  In five years of Varsity wrestling he 

lost only 12 times, beating his opponent 158 times.  A highlight of his career was the day 

he broke the Section IV all time wins record at the Class tournament which happened to 

be held at Unatego that year.  Few Unatego wrestling fans will forget that day.  His senior 

year of high school he was ranked 4th in all of New York State for most career wins.  He 

is still the only wrestler to have won the Sus League Tournament five times.  He was 

mentioned on the national “honor roll” of high school athletes more than once.  After 

high school he wrestled at Delhi College which at the time was ranked 2nd in New York 

State among Junior Colleges.  He qualified for the Collegiate National Tournament in 

Chicago, Illinois by placing 2nd at Regionals.  He was named Most Valuable Wrestler for 

lightweights by the college at the end of the year. 

 

 

TODD CAVALLARO 

 

Todd Cavallaro is the youngest of three brothers rated among the top lacrosse scorers out 

of Corning East High, helping Coach Bob Streeten continue his 20-year reign as Section 

IV Champion.  Todd, a 1990 graduate no joins his East teammate, Casey Donegan, in the 

Sports Hall of Fame.  Todd and Donegan led East to its lone State Titles in 1990, 

upsetting favored defending State Champ Yorktown 13-7 in the finale, with Todd named 

tourney MVP.  Todd’s outstanding lacrosse career dates to 1985 for 5 years of East 

named to the STL League first team All-Stars squads; his career mark of 195 goals, 86 



assists, 281 total places him among the all-time top 5 scorers in the Section IV play.  He 

and Donegan paired twice in the Empire State Games to cop bronze and silver medals.  A 

full sports scholarship to NCAA power Johns Hopkins team as a junior and senior; 

winner of two senior awards on graduating and picked to play in the North-South Games 

both in high school and college.  Since graduating, Todd has made lacrosse his life work, 

the past 11 years serving as assistant head coach for offense at Washington College, 

Hopkins University, North Carolina and currently at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

 

JO MICHAEL CHILDS 

 

Jo Childs has been a member of the Southern Tier Field Hockey Officials Association for 

30 years.  During that time she has played an integral part in the organizations 

development.  She has been a very active member in the Board, holding several offices 

during her tenure.  In addition, she has been a guiding force in developing new officials 

and has been co-creator of a New Officials Manual.  On the field of competition, Jo is a 

respected teacher of the game.  Many times she would take the opportunity before games 

or at halftime to make the student athletes, coaches and fans more knowledgeable about 

the rules.  She has officiated at Sectional, Regional and State field hockey contests.  Her 

service to Section IV has helped to maintain and improve the level of field hockey 

officiating.  She is truly an outstanding umpire and will be missed by student athletes, 

coaches and her fellow officials.  Thanks for a job well done-Jo Childs. 

 

 

HOWARD “DUKE” DAVIS 

 

A four-sport letterman for the Vestal Golden Bears, 1939-1941, Howard “Duke” Davis 

graduated in 1941 after having been named to the Southern Tier Central School and all-

state baseball and basketball teams during each of those three years.  He was also a triple 

threat on the gridiron for Vestal.  An outstanding catcher and hitter for the Bears, 

following high school he hit .361 for IBM in the Industrial League before being signed by 

the Olean Oilers in the Class D Pony League.  He was promoted to the Brooklyn 

Dodgers’ Thomasville Tommies in the Carolina League in 1945 before an injury cut 

short his professional playing days. 

 

 

STEVEN G. DEINHARDT 

 

Steve is Binghamton Highs School’s most victorious football coach.  During fifteen years 

of being the head coach, Steve won eight Division I Championships and was the Section 

IV Champion three different times.  Steve’s 1985 football team was the New York State 

Champion and was ranked 17th nationally.  During the 1985 campaign, Binghamton High 

School defeated Berwick High School from Pennsylvania, who was ranked 10th in the 

nation.  In 1991, Steve was honored as the All-Metro Coach of the Year.  In Steve’s 

fifteen years of coaching only two of his teams finished under five hundred winning 

percentage.  Steve’s overall record was 114-37-3. 



 

ANN DONNELLY 

 

Ann was one of Unatego’s finest all-around female athletes.  She excelled in soccer and 

basketball.  Ann held school records for most goals scored in a season and career and was 

a 2-time Tri-Valley League all-star in soccer.  She was also a 2-time Susquenango 

Association all-star and Press All-Metro in 1991 and 1992 in basketball.  She went on to 

Nazareth College where she set single season (365) and career (1102) rebounding 

records.  Ann scored 1104 points and was inducted into the Nazareth College Hall of 

Fame in 2002. 

 

 

DAN DRISCOLL 

 

Dr. Dan Driscoll has volunteered and patrolled the sidelines for Whitney Point High 

School football teams for over 30 years.  His presence has brought comfort and medical 

care to athletes and spectators alike.  Dr. Dan graduated as Valedictorian of WPCS Class 

of 1961.  He was a Letterman in four varsity sports – quarter backing the football squad 

his junior and Senior Seasons.  He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University (1965) and 

obtained his MD degree from SUNY Upstate Medical Center at Syracuse in 1969.  Dr. 

Dan is the Director of Family Medicine at the Lisle Medical Arts Center and a staff 

member of United Health Services Hospitals. 

 

 

LOUIS FERRARO 

 

Lou coached in the Binghamton City School District for twenty-seven years.  During that 

time, Lou won two division titles and two Section IV titles.  In 1985 and 1987 Lou’s 

team won the Far West Regional title and his team appeared in the New York State High 

School baseball final both years.  Lou’s career record was 316 wins and 184 losses.  Lou 

was also the driving force in bringing the New York State Baseball Championships to 

Broome County and serves as the tournament director for that Championship. 

 

 

THOMAS GREEN 

 

Tom Green taught Physical Education and coached 5 different sports at Maine-Endwell 

between 1964 and 1997.  Tom was an assistant basketball coach from 1964 to 1979 and 

then became Head Coach for 18 seasons.  His varsity teams were STAC Division 

Champs 6 times and won 2 Section IV Titles.  He was also named “Coach of the Year” 

by the Press and Sun-Bulletin.  Tom has the rare accomplishment of coaching Sectional 

Champs in 4 different sports.  His Track teams won 7 Divisional championships, 3 STAC 

Championships and 5 Section IV Relay Championships.  Tom’s Golf teams won 4 STAC 

Division Titles and 3 Section IV Championships.  His golf teams won at a .750 rate.  

Tom also ran a highly regarded Table Tennis and Badminton program at M-E.  His teams 



won 3 Section IV Championships in the 90’s.  Tom also coached football on all levels 

and his teams won 24 and lost 14 including a 4-4 varsity season in 1969. 

Tom also served as STAC chairperson for Track and Field, Basketball and Golf.  He was 

a certified Track & Field Official and served as president.  He was also the co-director of 

the central New York State Track & Field Clinic.  Tom served his profession as President 

of the New York State Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation 

Southway Zone.  He is indeed a bundle of energy who has served the children of Maine-

Endwell and Section IV very well.  He now spends much of his time on the golf courses 

in this area and in North Carolina where he spends his winters. 

 

 

EDWARD GRIFFITHS 

 

Ed was a 6-time league All-Star with three selections coming in baseball.  He had the 

highest batting average each of those three years.  He also led the football team in scoring 

his senior year and scored all of the team’s points in one game.  After competing in four 

sports throughout his high school career, he graduated from Cornell University with a 

business management degree and ran an Inn in Stowe, Vermont for over 20 years. 

 

 

ERIC HAIGHT 

 

In addition to scoring 1000+ points in his varsity career, Eric Haight led the Charlotte 

Valley Basketball team to three consecutive Delaware League titles from ’67-’70, with 

the ’69-’70 team going on to win Section IV as Haight averaged 21.5 ppg that season.  

A Delaware County Soccer All Star in 1970, Haight scored 40 goals over three seasons 

and was selected to the regional squad that made a playing tour of Europe in 1970.  One 

of the best four sport athletes in CVCS history, Haight batted .400+ for CVCS baseball 

and was Delaware League High Jump Champion ’68-’70.  Longtime basketball coach 

Lee Fisher remarked, “Eric was an outstanding athlete in every sport he played.” 

 

 

KAREN HOLLENBECK (SMITH) 

  

Karen Hollenbeck Smith was an outstanding student athlete for Candor Central School 

from 1982-1986.  During her career she earned 9 Varsity letters while competing in 

Volleyball, Basketball and Softball.  Karen was an IAC All Star in each sport for her 

junior and senior years and was an integral part in the each team winning consecutive 

IAC titles and advancing in Sectional play.  In Volleyball she led the team with a 98% 

serving average and directed the attack as the teams’ setter.  Basketball found her playing 

a number of roles from point guard to forward, averaging 11.9 points per game.  Softball 

was where Karen really excelled.  She was an offensive threat with her .521 batting 

average and .667 on base percentage as well as a defensive threat from her catchers 

position.  She was feared by opposing runners for her throwing accuracy and ability.  

Karen continued playing both Volleyball and Softball first at Onondaga Community 

College and then at Barry University.  After college she returned to Candor and coached 



both Volleyball and Softball for two years.  Congratulations on earning a place in the 

Section IV Hall of Fame. 

 

AMY JORDAN 

 

Candor’s Amy Jordan was an outstanding three sport student athlete, competing in 

Volleyball, Basketball and Softball earning 8 Varsity letters from 1983-1986.  In each 

Varsity season, Amy helped her team win consecutive IAC Championships in all three 

sports, while also being selected as a league All Star both her junior and senior years.  In 

Volleyball she was an outside hitter with a 49% kill average.  In Basketball, she was a 

feared scorer with an average of 17.3 points per game.   She was also a sound defender 

with great game instincts.  She was named as the IAC MVP her senior year.   In Softball 

she anchored down 3rd base with a .984 fielding average.  At the plate she was a .484 

hitter and carried an on-base percentage of .667.  During her career Amy played an 

integral part in helping Candor advance in Sectional competition.  After graduation, Amy 

continued playing volleyball at both Alfred State and Elmira College.  Congratulations on 

your induction to the Section IV Hall of Fame. 

 

 

ALEXIS KATCHUK 

 

Alexis represented Whitney Point in Track and Field as a Triple and Long Jumper from 

1992-1995.  She won Susquenango League’s champion in the Triple and Long Jump ’93-

’95 and in the Long Jump ’94 and ’95.  At the Sectional level, Alexis in ’94 was Class C 

champion in both events and repeated in 1995 in the Triple Jump.  For Indoor Track she 

was a Sectional Champion in 1994 in the 1994 in the Triple Jump and in 1995 in the 

Triple Jump and Long Jump.  For Volleyball, Alexis, was a Susquenango First Team All-

Star in 1995.  At the college level (Moravian) she was a two-time All-American in two 

events as a freshman and three-time Conference Champion in the Triple and Long Jump. 

 

 

JERRY MACKEY 

 

Leader of Whitney Point Varsity during his three varsity years, helping them to a record 

of 61 wins and 12 losses.  An All-Metro and All-State selection in 1989, after leading the 

team to League, Sectional and Regional titles, and to the State Championship game.  He 

continued his career as a four-year starter at Hartwick College in Oneonta, and became 

on of a handful of Division 3 players to score over 1,000 points and have over 500 

assists.  Presently he is coaching Varsity Girls Soccer, (State title game in 2004), and 

Varsity Boys Basketball (twice named Sectional Coach of the Year) at Oneonta H.S. 

 

 

MEGAN MACKEY 

 

As a freshman, she helped lead Whitney Point to a Sectional and Regional championship 

and was a Susquenango League MVP, two-time All-Metro and an All-State selection.  



She was the first Whitney Point female to score over 1,000 points in her career.  She went 

on to be a four-year starter at Geneseo State University, where she scored over 1,500 

points, was a 3-time All-American and ender her career as the #3-three-point shooter in 

Division 3 history.  Presently, she is a Special Education teacher at Vestal Middle School 

and working on completing her doctoral degree at Binghamton University. 

 

 

JAMES “JIM” MACKIN 

 

Jim Mackin has been a dedicated Official for Basketball and Track and Field for over 4 

decades.  He has served IAABO and local Basketball Officials Chapter Board 49 as a 

highly rated official and also as interpreter for 14 years.  He has also served Section IV 

Basketball as Girls Rules Interpreter for 8 years and Boys Interpreter for 4 years.  

Additionally he served as State Rules Interpreter for 8 years.  He is presently State 

Executive Secretary for IABO Officials.  He had been honored as a Lifetime member for 

both IAABO and local Board 49. 

Jim serves on the State Officials coordinating committee for the New York State 

Certified Track and Field Officials and was State President for 8 years.  He was named 

“Official of the Year” twice by the State Association and also by the Southern Tier Track 

Officials Association.  Jim served the local chapter as Assignor, Interpreter and Section 

IV Representative.  He has officiated over 50 Track and Cross Country State Meets and is 

a Lifetime member of STTFOA. 

Jim Mackin has been honored by the New York State Athletic Administrators when he 

was awarded their Distinguished Service Award in 1992.  Board 49 Basketball Officials 

have dedicated their handbook to this retired IBM Employee and native of Binghamton. 

 

 

GILBER M. “PETE” PALEN 

 

Pete coached the Margaretville Boys’ Varsity Soccer Team from 1971-2004.  In those 34 

years, Pete’s teams won 18 Upper Delaware League Championships, appeared in the 

Section IV Class D Soccer Championships 18 times, and won 7 Section IV Class D 

Soccer Championships.  Coach Palen’s teams compiled an overall record of 437 wins, 

123 losses and 32 ties.  Pete was elected to The New York State Soccer Hall of Fame in 

2002, voted Oneonta Daily Star regional, Boys’ Soccer Coach of the Year 4 times, and 

was an inaugural recipient of “The Distinguished Coaches Award” presented by the 

Delaware-Otsego Board of Approved Soccer Officials in 2005. 

 

 

 

STEPHEN PERKINS 

 

 

Steve Perkins has been one of the more successful Girls Varsity Soccer coaches in the 

Southern Tier Athletic Conference.  In his 20-year career at Maine-Endwell, he amassed 

a 268-106-23 record.  His teams were STAC Division Title winners 15 times with a 



STAC Conference Championship in 1995.  Under Coach Perkins, the Lady Spartans won 

8 Section IV Titles, made 4 appearances in the State Final Four and were State Runners-

Up in 1993.   

 

 

MIKE REILLY 

 

Mike Reilly was a Teacher, Coach and Athletic Director at Marathon High School from 

1970 to 2002.   In those years Mike served as Coach to several teams including Baseball, 

Basketball both boys and girls, Soccer, Golf and Softball.  His baseball teams from 1970-

1979 won one league Championship and the Sectional Championship in 1976, His soccer 

teams won 4 IAC Championships and 2 sectional Champions as well as 1 runner-up, and 

His softball teams have won 1 league Championship and a sectional runner-up. 

 

 

RAYMOND SEVERANCE 

 

During his 4 years excelling in football, baseball, basketball, track, swimming, volleyball, 

and wrestling, at Johnson City High School, Ray collected 12 varsity letters and many 

awards, including those achieved during his senior year playing football for the Wildcats: 

MVP, All State 1st Team, Press STAC 1st Team and Football Player of the Year.  After 

receiving a Varsity Football Letter at Bloomsburg University, Ray came back to Johnson 

City and continued to be involved in semi-pro football and baseball.  He went on to help 

organize and coach the first Pee Wee Football Program in this area in 1955 and continued 

coaching and officiating football, basketball and baseball for many years. 

 

 

GARY SMITH 

 

Gary Smith coached track at Groton Central School for 22 years.  Sixteen of those years 

he served as Head Coach. His overall team record during his tenure was an amazing 115 

wins and 31 losses. His teams won two IAC league championships, two IAC divisional 

championships and a Section 4 Class D championship. His relay teams were well 

coached and hard to beat as they won seven consecutive IAC championships (1971 - 

1977). 

 

Gary also coached cross-country at Groton and his teams were untouchable. His dual 

meet record as head coach was a remarkable 43 wins and 3 losses for the girl’s teams and 

119-21 for the boy’s teams. Gary's teams were IAC champions six times; section four 

champions seven times and two of his teams finished second in the state. 

 

He also started the sport of winter track at Groton in 1972 and served as the head coach 

until the 1979-1980 season. 

 

 

 



CHARLES STRATTON 

 

Charlie Stratton was considered one of the finest 3 sport athletes in the history of Oxford 

Academy and Central School. In Charlie’s senior year he captained the football team and 

was selected All-Susquehanna League and All-County at both his offensive and 

defensive positions. During the wrestling season he won all the tournaments he 

participated in and was the Section IV Heavyweight champion. His takedown skills were 

recognized as the best that any Section IV heavyweight had ever exhibited. In addition, 

Charlie was an outstanding track star. He established the school records in the discus and 

shot put as well as several of the short sprint records for Oxford. His athletic 

achievements carried over to his college career at Colgate University. There he was a 3 

letterman in football, wrestling and track; an achievement that few athletes have been 

able to equal. In 2001, Charlie became the Superintendent at the Unadilla Valley Central 

School and served in many capacities to help promote high school athletics, including 

being President of the MAC and Vice President of the Section IV Athletic Council.     

 

 

MITCH THURSTON 

 

Mitch Thurston was one of the top athletes in Newark Valley history.  He competed in 

three sports, helping to lead all three sports teams to championships.  In football, he 

rushed for 1,582 yards in 150 carries in his senior season.  He finished the season with 20 

career interceptions (a Section IV record until 1990).  He earned first Team All-State 

Honors in 1980.  In basketball he was selected as a three time Outstanding Defensive 

Player of the Team award winner.  Mitch’s baseball career showed statistics of a .392 

career batting average and 71 stolen bases (he was never caught stealing).  He earned 

nine Varsity letters while being a starter for all three sports.  Mitch was selected as MVP 

for both the football and baseball teams. 

 

 


