
STEVEN J. ALGER “JOE” 
 

Joe, a 2001 graduate from Norwich High School, earned eight varsity letters (3-football, 

2-basketball, 2-track and field, and 1-baseball).  He was a league and county all-star in football, 

basketball and track. 

In football, Joey was a dynamic package of speed and power and had the ability to run 

over you or around you.  During his junior season, he ran for 985 yards and 9 touchdowns.  As a 

senior, he ran for 1,080 yards and 8 touchdowns.  During his varsity career, Joe averaged 7.6 

yards per carry and 12 of the 17 touchdowns were on plays of greater than 30 yards. 

In basketball, he would drain the jumper if you played off him, drive by you if you 

played him tight, or post you up and score over you with his strength. In his two seasons on 

varsity, he scored 515 points (11.7 per game), pulled down 172 rebounds, and had 59 steals. 

In track he simply ran faster than you.  He placed 2nd in Section IV his junior and senior years in 

the 100 meter dash.  In his senior year, he qualified for the state meet in the 100 meters and 

anchored the 4 x 100 meter relay team that placed 4th at the state meet. 

Joe also was an academic all-star and honor student.  He was a positive role model on the 

court, field, and track, as well as in the classroom.  Joey Alger was a real pleasure to coach. 

 

 

STEVEN BURGHARDT 
 

Steven Burghardt totaled an outstanding coaching record of over 40 years at Whitney 

Point and Greene Central Schools. During his career, he coached at all levels--modified, junior 

varsity and varsity for various boys’ and girls’ teams. 

His early years, 1976-80, were spent at Whitney Point and included the girl’s first 

basketball sectional championship, as well as the girls’ softball record was 61-14. 

Most of Steve’s years were at Greene Central School.  During his time there, his overall varsity 

record was 474-284 (a 63% winning record). While coaching varsity baseball, his 

accomplishments totaled 5-Sus League, 3-Section IV, and 2-Regional championship titles. Steve 

brought much success to the Greene Central School baseball and basketball programs. 

In 2003, Steve and his wife, Linda, received the National Junior Coaches Award.  After 

26 years, Steven Burghardt is still active as the director of the Whitney Point Field Hockey 

program.  

 

 

 

CHRISTOPHER CLARK 

 
Chris Clark was an exceptional basketball player. He emphasized defense before offense 

and succeeded in both. He started his varsity play at Whitney Point Central School in 1991-92 

resulting in a team record of 21-2, which lead to a Sus League Championship. In three years of 

varsity play, Chris totaled 1,016 points.  

During his junior year of high school, Whitney Point was the Class “C” Section IV 

Champion and proceeded onto the New York State Class “C” Championship game at Glens 

Falls. Chris was selected to the All-Tournament team. On a particularly dangerous play, Chris 



received the inbounds play at half-court and raced to the basket to record the school’s first state 

title. 

Chris was known for protecting the basket area, priding himself and his team, by his 

willingness to “take the charge.” He followed this type of defense after high school, with two 

years at Jefferson Community College from 1995-96, and then two years at SUNY Utica.  

Chris was awarded many tributes during his high school and college participation. He 

received All-Sus honors and many other selections at Jefferson and SUNY Utica.  In 1995, Chris 

was a NJCAA Region III Tournament All-Star and at SUNY Utica, he was selected as team 

captain and an All-Tournament player. Congratulations to a great athlete. 

 

 

MARK DELELLO 

 
Mark Delello was a talented three-sport athlete who played for Bainbridge-Guilford’s 

baseball, football and basketball teams from 1972-75.  Whatever sport he played, Mark was a 

clutch performer who rose to the occasion when it mattered the most. 

Mark excelled in football, playing both as a defensive back and running back.  He was a 

first-team All Sus-East and All-Chenango County defensive back in 1973-1974.  In 1974, Mark 

was also named to the All-Sus League’s first-team defense.   

In baseball, Mark starred as a middle infielder with power.  He was named B-G’s Most 

Valuable Player in both his junior and senior years.  In 1974, Mark was the All Sus-East’s first-

team second baseman.  In 1975, he was unanimously selected as the All-Sus East’s first-team 

shortstop and played on the Central New York All-Star team.  To cap his senior year, Mark 

received B-G’s Most Coachable Athlete award. 

Mark went on to play for Ithaca College and was their starting third baseman at the 1978 

Division III World Series, helping Ithaca place third.  He was a 2-year All-Star for the Broome 

Rangers’ collegiate baseball team in 1978-1979 and played 18 years for the Otsego Macs semi-

pro baseball team, amassing over 1,100 hits. 

 

 

KYLE DOUGHERTY 
 

Kyle Dougherty is a 2005 Owego Free Academy graduate. She excelled in basketball and 

soccer, earning 10 varsity letters.  

In basketball, Kyle led her team to the STAC Championship and state quarterfinals in 

2003, finishing the season with a 23-2 record. As point guard, Kyle was known for her 

outstanding basketball skills, vision on the court, and unselfish play. Kyle had 37 games with 

20+ points. Some of her all-time OFA records include 1,824 points, 519 assists, 437 steals, 479 

defensive rebounds, plus a quadruple double performance. 

Kyle was a 3-time Binghamton Press and Sun-Bulletin “Player of the Year”, 4-time All-

State (1st team her senior year), plus an Elks National Free Throw Champion. 

Kyle attended Villanova University on a basketball scholarship. At Villanova, she helped 

her team to NCAA and WNIT appearances and a Big Five Championship. She was honored as a 

4-time Big East Academic All-Star, 2-year “Most Improved Player”, and a 2-year starting point 

guard and captain.  



Kyle graduated Magna Cum Laude and as a graduate assistant coach, earned a Master’s 

degree.  Kyle played and coached at Durham University in England, where she led her team to 

the National Championship game, while earning a second Master’s Degree, in Internet Systems 

and E-Business.  Kyle is employed by Price Waterhouse Coopers.  

 

 

JOHN STEVEN ELLIS “STEVE” 
 

John Steven Ellis was a 1971 graduate of Whitney Point Central School and a member of 

some outstanding sports teams. Steve was a three sport athlete participating in football, 

basketball and baseball. 

Steve’s 1970-1971 basketball team was the number one small school New York State 

choice, determined by the New York State Writers’ Association. This was before a state playoff 

was allowed. During the regular season, Whitney Point and Windsor were ranked number 1 and 

2 depending on each team winning on the others’ home court.   The final Section IV Class A 

contest was held at the West Gym at Harpur College with Whitney Point winning 82-65. This 

made two consecutive Class A Section IV titles. Whitney Point was honored by the NYSSWA in 

Albany, along with the large school choice of Mount Vernon. 

For two seasons, Steve was a dependable player on an outstanding team, doing what 

needed to be done to help make a winning program. 

 

 

CHRISTOPHER KLUMPP 

 
Christopher Klumpp, a 1996 graduate from Windsor High School, earned 9 varsity 

letters, 3 each in football, basketball, and baseball. 

In baseball, as a sophomore, he hit .319, was 2-0 as a pitcher, and 1st team All-Sus West 

Center Fielder on an 18-8 team. As a junior, he hit .324 on a Class B Section IV Finalist team. 

He was 5-1 as a pitcher, had 35 strikeouts in 37 innings, and pitched with a .95 ERA. He threw 4 

one-hit complete games, including an 80 pitch, 2-0 shutout over first seed Elmira Heights in the 

sectional semifinal game. He set a school record with 105 bats in one season and was a repeat 1st 

team All-Sus West Center Fielder. As a senior, Chris hit .312 and was named the 1st team All-

League Shortstop.  Chris’s career stats include a .322 batting average, 56 RBIs, 38 stolen bases, 

and a .939 fielding percentage. He was 11-6, with a career ERA of 1.93 as a pitcher. 

In football, he was a starting defensive back as a sophomore on the Section IV Class C 

Championship team when he registered 57 tackles. As a junior, Chris was a Section IV Division 

V All-Star, as Windsor’s starting QB and defensive back. He completed 71 of 157 passes for 

1,050 yards and 6 TDs. He was responsible for 43 tackles, 2 blocked punts and 1 interception, 

and was also the team punter. As a senior, he was again named to the Section IV Division V All-

Star team, and was also named the Press and Sun-Bulletin Athlete of the Week. He completed 63 

of 125 passes for 1,238 yards, returned 6 punts (average of 17.7 yards per return) and collected 

58 tackles, 6 interceptions, and 2 blocked punts.  

In basketball, as a sophomore, Chris was part of the Section IV Class B semifinal team 

with a 15-8 record. As a junior, he was Honorable Mention All-Sus West, averaging 10.9 points 

per game and shooting 44% from 3-point range, and 77% from the free throw line. As a senior, 

on the Section IV Class C-1 finals team, Chris was named to the WIT All-Tournament squad, 



First Team All-Sus, and Press and Sun-Bulletin All-Metro team, plus 8th team All-State. He 

averaged 15.7 points per game, 84% from the free throw and had 80 steals (school record with 9 

steals in 1 game). His 273 career assists ranks 3rd all-time at WCS. 

Before Chris became an administrator at Windsor High School, he successfully coached 

football, basketball, baseball and track at various levels.  

 

 

DON KOVALCHIK 
 

Born in New York City, and raised, educated and first-employed in New Jersey, Don 
went on to become Norwich High School’s all-time winningest coach, after he was hired as an 
English teacher in 1969. He was an assistant coach for two seasons, before taking over the 
Tornado’s reins from 1971-2001.   

During the course of those 30 campaigns, Don led Norwich to the pinnacle of the mat 
world’s successes. His teams compiled a gaudy 271-124-5 (.686) dual meet record. Along the 
way, the Purple laid claim to six Class Championships and six more STAC Divisional titles, 
breaking Johnson City’s stronghold on the overall STAC crown when Norwich claimed that 
honor in 1990-91. His Norwich wrestlers were New York State place winners 10 times, won 13 
Section IV titles, 37 Class crowns, 29 individual STAC firsts, and 89 runners-up for the Tornado 
matmen. 

Don was twice chosen Section IV Coach of the Year – 1990-91 (Class A&B) and 1992-93 
(Class B), inducted into the Upstate New York Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 
2005, and remains a member of the Board of Directors. He is also a member of the Somerville 
(NJ) High School Hall of Fame – from where he graduated in 1954 – as both an athlete and a 
coach, and is being inducted into the Norwich High School Sports Hall of Fame this summer.  

Although retired from teaching in 1991 and coaching 10 years later, the Rutgers University 
graduate, who turns a young 80 on July 31, remains an active participant in Norwich’s wrestling 
program as a volunteer assistant. When not on the mats, Don still tends to the duties of 
maintaining his 264-acre dairy farm in Mount Upton.     
 
 

JESSICA LAING (CLARK) 

 
Jessica Laing was an outstanding three sport athlete at South Kortright Central School; 

playing soccer, basketball and softball. 

She was dominant in basketball where she was a four-time League All-Star, Daily Star 

First Team 2003-2004, 2004-2005 and Player of the Year 2005-2006. She was also Team MVP 

for four straight years. 

Jessica is South Kortright’s all-time leading scorer with 1,807 points. Also, during her 

playing days she was on the New York State Scholar Athlete Team for 5 years straight. Her 

senior year, she led South Kortright Central School to its first State Championship, winning the 

NYS Class D title in 2006, as well as being named NYS Class D Player of the Year. 

Jessica also excelled in soccer where she was a tremendous defensive player and a 

respected leader. She was a League All-Star for three seasons and Team MVP for two. In 



softball, she was a three time league All-Star. 

Jessica then went on to SUNY Cortland and became their all-time scorer and rebounder, and a 1st 

Team All-American. 

 

 

MATTHEW MARCINIAK 
 

Early in life, Matt Marciniak’s love of wrestling was brought about by his brother, Adam, 

an All-American wrestler, and legendary wrestling coach, Mike Watson.  Matt started competing 

at the varsity level in 7th grade and amassed 300+ wins over his entire wrestling career.  Notably, 

he broke new ground for the Watkins Glen wrestling program, being the first:  4-time IAC 

League Champion, 4-time Watkins Glen Invitational Champion (now the Mike Watson 

Memorial Tournament of which previously his brother Adam held the record with three 

championship performances), to go to NYS Wrestling Championships, to place in that 

tournament, and to win a state championship in any sport for Watkins Glen.  Poetically, he won 

his state championship and simultaneously broke the state record for the most wins in a career, 

with a total of 189 wins, edging the previous record holder, J.J. Stanbro, from Johnson City. 

Matt continued his wrestling career while attending the United States Military Academy 

at West Point.  During his time as a cadet, he continued adding to his record: the third wrestler in 

West Point’s history to win 106 matches, a NYS Collegiate EIWA Champion, and won two trips 

to the NCAA Division I Championships.  After graduating from West Point, while still on active 

duty, he earned his way onto the Army’s World Class Athlete Program and added the title of 

Armed Forces Wrestling Champion to his accolades. 

Matt is now a Sr. Director for TE Connectivity and lives with his wife, Julia, and 

daughters, Anneke, Hannah, and Alena in Shanghai, China. 

 

 

DR. DONALD NASH 
 

Dr. Donald Nash was a student/athlete at Tioga Central School, graduating in 1971. Dr. 

Nash attended Wilkes College as a biology major, which led to his attending and graduating 

from the Medical College of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia in 1979. 

Dr. Nash began his association with Section IV athletics as a doctor in 1982 and has 

continued it to the present. He has provided medical coverage for STAC and Section IV 

wrestling championships, Section IV football playoffs, and the STOP DWI Basketball 

tournament. Dr. Nash has been on the sidelines for Chenango Forks and Union-Endicott as their 

physician and has provided medical treatment for all Section IV athletes through the UHS Sports 

Medicine Program. “Doc” has given freely of his time and expertise to the betterment of all 

sports and athletes in Section IV.  

In addition, Dr. Nash has been active in the educational aspect of sports medicine. He is 

the Director of the UHS Sports Medicine Fellowship, which is a training program to certify 

resident physicians with added qualifications in the field of sports medicine. He is a Clinical 

Instructor at the Decker School of Nursing at Binghamton University and an Adjunct Clinical 

Professor for the Clinical Campus of Upstate Medical Center. He also has been a panel physician 

for boxing with the New York Athletic Commission and a team physician for various sports at 

the collegiate level at Binghamton University, Broome Community College, and Davis College. 



Section IV and the Southern Tier have been very fortunate to have a doctor of Donald Nash’s 

caliber providing such valuable services to our athletic programs.   

 

 

SARAH NEWMAN-MAREK 
   

Sarah Newman was a very talented swimmer, from Lansing High School, who earned 
many honors throughout her career: Athlete of the Year by the Ithaca Journal (’88), 
Outstanding Competitor at EFA Invitational (’88 & ’89), All-American in ‘89-’90 for 50-free and 
100-back, Sports Illustrated “Faces in the Crowd” (Dec ’89), Record Setter on High School Sports 
America (Dec ’89), USS Eagle Select Camp in Colorado (’89), and Elite US Camp (Dec ’90). 

She set over 230 records in high school between ’87-’90:  195 (pool, school, IAC 
combined), 28 Section IV, 6 EFA Invitational, and 1 State.  She also placed every year, at the NYS 
Championship Meet, in one or more of the following events:  100-Back, 50-Free, 200-Medley 
Relay, and 200-Free Relay.  In her senior year, she placed in ALL four of the events:  1st 50-Free, 
2nd 100-Back, 4th 200-Medley Relay, and 2nd 200-Free Relay. 

Sarah went on to swim at the University of Wisconsin from ’91-’95, where she held the 
school record in the 50 and 100 backstroke, as well as a member of a record holding relay team.  
She qualified for US Nationals every year, and was an alternate for the NCAA Nationals Division 
1.  Coaching was the next logical step. She was a volunteer coach for the ‘95-‘96 season at the 
University of Wisconsin and went on to coach for Clemson University from ‘96-‘98.  She moved 
on to coach at the University of New Mexico from ’98-‘01.  Currently, Sarah is a police officer in 
Aurora, Colorado. 

 

 

DAN PETERSON 
 

Dan Peterson and his twin brother, Don, graduated in 1983 and were two of the best 

wrestlers in Unatego’s long history of success.  They competed when Unatego had dominant 

teams during the early 1980’s.  Those Spartan teams won the Susquenango Association and 

Section IV Class D tournament championships in 1981, 1982 and 1983.  The 1983 team won the 

over-all Section IV tournament championship defeating large, as well as, small schools.  The 

Petersons were key leaders of these strong and talented teams. 

Dan wrestled on the varsity 9th through 12th grade.  His career record in varsity matches, 

as best researched, was 115-13.  His record in 12th grade was 35-2 and he won the Sus, Class D, 

and Section IV titles at 145 lbs.  Dan in 11th grade was 34-3, where he won the Class D and 

Section IV titles and finished 6th in the state championship at 138 lbs.  In 10th grade, he was 30-3, 

and won Class D and Section IV titles at 138 lbs.  Dan’s record in 9th grade was 16-5 and he 

placed 3rd in Section IV at 138 lbs. 

Dan earned 12 varsity letters (5 in track, 4 in wrestling and 3 in football).  As a senior, he 

set the school record in the pole vault (13’6”) which still stands. 

 

 



DON PETERSON 
 

Don Peterson and his twin brother, Dan, graduated in 1983 and were two of the best 

wrestlers in Unatego’s long history of success.  They competed when Unatego had dominant 

teams during the early 1980’s.  The Petersons were key leaders of these strong and talented 

teams. 

Don wrestled on the varsity in 8th and 10th through 12th grades.  His career record in 

varsity matches, as best researched, was 112-20 (13 of those losses came in 8th grade).  His 

record in 12th grade was 32-3, where he won the Sus, Class D and Section IV titles, and 

completed his senior year with a 2nd place finish in the state finals at 167 lbs.  The state 

tournament during that time did not have 2 divisions as it does now.  Don’s record in 11th grade 

was 35-2 and he won the Sus, Class D and Section IV titles and finished 3rd in the state 

championship at 155 lbs.  Don’s record in 10th grade was 29-2 and he was 2nd in Sus, 1st in Class 

D and 3rd in Section IV. 

Don competed for 2 years at Delhi Tech.  During his collegiate career, he won the Region 

3 Championship and finished 3rd in the Junior College Nationals in 1985 at 167 lbs.  In 1986, he 

won the Region 3 Championship and placed 5th in the Junior College Nationals at 158 lbs. 

 

 

ED REDMOND 
 

Ed Redmond coached baseball and football at Lansing Central School.  He spent 24 years 

as Head Baseball Coach, with an incredible 496-112 record. His .820 winning percentage is one 

of the highest in NY State history among high school coaches. Equally impressive is he never 

had a losing season.  His teams won 17 Divisional Titles, 16 Over-all IAC Championships, 9 

Section IV Titles, 3 Regional Titles, and 3 appearances in the NY State Final Four.  He coached 

dozens of IAC All-Stars, many who continued with successful collegiate careers. 

Redmond also spent 14 seasons as Head Football Coach, compiling a 101-31-2 record, 

giving him an enviable .743 win percentage. Under Redmond, the Bobcats won 7 Division 

Titles, 2 Section IV Championships, 4 Section IV Runner-Ups, and 1 Regional Title. 

When asked what was important to him during his coaching, he said “Relationships that I 

developed with student athletes and I was honored to coach a lot of great ones.” Ed was loved by 

all of the kids that played for him, he was tough but fair, and was great at having the players keep 

their emotions under control. 

Ed was a two-time Ithaca Journal Coach of the Year:  1993 (football 9-1-1 and baseball 

22-2) and in 2002 (football 7-4 and baseball 27-5). He also had served as Lansing’s Athletic 

Director and was a Section IV Committee member for over 10 years. Ed is married to his wife, 

Amy, and has three children; Michael, Vincent and Kelsey.  He resides in Virginia where he 

continues to coach football.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BRIAN SHEEHAN 
 

Brian, a 1991 graduate from Notre Dame, earned 10 varsity letters while competing in 

football, basketball, and baseball. In football, Brian was twice named 1st Team AII-STC and 1st 

Team All-Twin Tier.  In 1990, he was chosen 2nd Team All-State as a linebacker. In basketball, 

he was also twice named 1st Team AII-STC and 1st Team All-Twin Tiers. In 1990, he was 

named the Twin Tier Player of the Year, and was selected 6th Team All-State as a guard.  Brian 

was also a 1st Team AII-STC and a 1st Team All-Twin Tier selection as a catcher in baseball. In 

1991, he was named Notre Dame's Co-Athlete of the Year, and Male Scholar Athlete of the 

Year. Brian is currently the only male athlete to win both of these awards. 

In 1991, Brian was awarded the Kiwanis Athlete of the Year and the Ernie Davis 

Scholarship Award which is presented to an outstanding scholar, citizen, and athlete. Brian 

attended Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and he is presently working as a Mechanical Engineer 

for Corning, Inc.  Brian has also served as an Assistant Coach at Notre Dame for both the 

football and basketball programs. 

 

 

WALT SMITH 
 

Walt Smith graduated from Niagara Wheatfield in 1966 where he was a varsity letterman 

in football and baseball.  Smith went on to earn his bachelor’s degree from Brockport in 1970 in 

Secondary Education.  

In 1971-1973, Smith started his career as the assistant coach for Hancock Varsity 

Football and then took the role as head coach in 1974 and 1975.  In 1976-1983 he was an 

assistant football coach at Windsor CSD.  In 1984, Smith came back to Hancock as the Varsity 

Football Coach until he retired in 2008.  Over a 26 year span, Smith coached his teams to five 

Divisional Championship Seasons in ‘89, ‘91, ‘92, ‘98, and ‘04, five Section IV Championship 

Seasons in ‘89, ‘91, ’92, ‘98, and ‘04, and three Regional Championship Seasons ‘89, ‘91, and 

‘92.  His 1989 team finished with a 13-0-1 record. Smith compiled 113 wins over his 26 seasons 

as Hancock’s Head Varsity Football Coach.  In 1990, Smith and his coaching staff, were 

recognized for the Chamber of Commerce Award and in 1991, Smith was awarded the 

Binghamton Coaches’ Clinic Coach of the Year.  

Smith also contributed in other sports at Hancock.  He coached modified girls’ 

basketball, JV girls’ volleyball, and varsity softball.  In 1991, Smith coached in the Ernie Davis 

Classic Football Game.   

Smith is currently enjoying retirement in Lakewood, PA.   

 

 

SHANNON WEIR 

 
Shannon Weir is a 2005 graduate from the small Class D school of Milford. While at Milford, 

Shannon earned fifteen varsity letters in three sports. Shannon was an incredible athlete, who 

could dominate a contest with her strength, speed, knowledge and high level of skill. 

Shannon was a perennial Tri-Valley League All-Star in soccer. She was a force to be 

reckoned with at both ends of the pitch. On defense, she was intimidating and relentless as she 

thwarted any attempt to advance toward the goal, and deftly started the offense with her passing 



and dribbling prowess. She had a rocket of a shot, and her corner kicks created scoring 

opportunities. 

In basketball, Shannon was a first team New York State All-Star. She amassed an 

amazing total of 2,167 points, despite missing several weeks due to injury. Shannon also 

accumulated 1,160 rebounds in her high school career. She handled the basketball, controlled the 

boards, and shot with pinpoint accuracy. Her shooting prowess followed her to SUNY Oneonta 

where she is first all time in free throws made, and was selected as Rookie of the Year in the 

SUNYAC, the NYSWCAA and at SUNY Oneonta. 

In Track and Field, Shannon was a sprinter and thrower. She held the Tri-Valley League 

record in the discus and shot put, and still holds the league record in the shot put at 37’ 11.5”. 

Shannon was a four time Section IV Class D Champion in the shot put and discus and was the 

overall Section IV Champion in the shot put in 2004 and 2005. An amazing and stellar athletic 

career, by a wonderful young lady, Shannon Weir. 

 

 

ROCKY WILSON 
 

Rocky Wilson, 1981 graduate of Margaretville Central School, brought a level of talent 

and flair for the spectacular to the soccer pitch that was unrivaled in his time playing for 

Margaretville. The statistics of 126 career goals, 46 goals in a season, and 7 goals in a game (all 

three were Section IV records at the time and current school leader) tell only part of the story. 

Rocky was our team leader by his junior year and set the bar high for expectations of how our 

players should acquit themselves on and off the field. Margaretville had been to the Section IV 

Class D Finals four previous times in the 1970’s without winning. In the 1979 Class D Final, 

Rocky scored in the first 52 seconds and tallied all 4 goals that day to lead Margaretville’s 

Varsity Soccer team to its first Section IV Class D Soccer Championship. Rocky Wilson was a 

class act on and off the soccer pitch. 

 

 

 


