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ATHLETES 

Timothy Batty 
 
 Not only did Tim Batty earn nine varsity letters in football, basketball and baseball, but he 
graduated third in his class in 2005 from Chenango Forks High School. He was a true leader both on and 
off the playing field, and was elected captain by his teammates. Although a great all-around athlete, he 
truly excelled on the football field, where he led his team to a 38-1 record during his three falls. 
 In his junior and senior seasons, he started at quarterback and safety, in addition to being the 
team’s kicker and punter. It was during those two autumns that Tim helped lead the Blue Devils to a 
combined 26-0 record and back-to-back New York State Class B championships in 2003 and 2004, when 
he was named Most Valuable Player on both occasions. As a sophomore, he played a variety of 
positions, and contributed greatly to a 12-1 team that played in the state’s Class B title game. 
 When he started at quarterback his final two years, he was like a coach on the field. His senior 
season, Tim averaged 17.58 yards per carry and threw no interceptions. On defense, he was a ball-
hawking player at safety, and played the run like a linebacker. Upon his graduation, he held the school 
record for extra points kicked in a season (63) and career (147).  
 His success on the field brought him many awards. He was named New York State Class B 
Football Player of the Year and Class B Academic Athlete of the Year in 2004, in addition to the Press & 
Sun-Bulletin Athlete of the Year in 2005. He also was chosen a member of the All-New York State Class B 
first team and the Binghamton All-Metro Team for each of the 2003 and 2004 seasons. 
 Tim graduated from Williams College, where he played football for four years. He left the school 
as the all-time leader in solo tackles, and made numerous All-Conference teams. 
 He currently resides in Binghamton where he is the owner/general manager of the Buckingham 
Group. 
  
    

Michelle Burrell (Johnston) 
 
 Michelle was a dynamic three-sport athlete for Owego Free Academy, from where she graduated 
in 1997. As a five-year starter for the softball nine and a four-year starter on both the soccer and 
basketball teams, she earned many honors during her career with the Indians. 
 A four-time Class B New York State all-star at shortstop, Michelle, who culminated her softball 
career with a .488 batting average, was also tabbed a two-time STAC All-Conference selection and a 
three-time STAC Division II pick. During that time, Owego claimed three straight STAC division titles from 
1995-97, and finished the season as the state’s No. 3-ranked team that final year. The Indians also 
advanced to the sectional finals in 1994, 1996 and 1997. 
 As a striker on the OFA soccer team, she led STAC in scoring both her junior and sophomore 
seasons with 33 and 29 goals, respectively. All told, Michelle totaled 91 goals during her soccer falls. 
Those efforts enabled her to achieve the league’s All-Conference status in each of her final three 
seasons. 
 If all of those successes were not enough, she scored 661 points from her point guard position as 
a cager, and upon graduation ranked second in three-point field goals and assists, third in steals and 
games played, and fifth in field goals, points scored and games in double figures for her career. 
 Following graduation, upon which she ranked seventh in an OFA class of 194 with a 97.5 GPA, 
she received a full scholarship to the University of Maryland for softball. At Maryland, Michelle started 
239 games as an outfielder during her four-year Terrapin career. She earned first-team All-ACC honors 
and was named to the conference’s all-tournament team as a senior. To this day, she is still ranked in 
the top 10 in nearly every offensive category for Maryland. And in 2002, she was selected as a member 
of the 50th All-Anniversary ACC Softball Team. 



 Michelle is currently the head softball coach at Binghamton University, a position she has held 
since 2009. While at Binghamton, she has led the Bearcats to the overall America East championship in 
2015 and regular season titles in 2016 and 2017. 
 She was honored as an inaugural member of the Owego Apalachin Athletics Hall of Fame in 2018. 
  
 

Stephanie Busch Westervelt 
 
 In addition to being the Chenango Forks High School class valedictorian, Stephanie was a multiple 
STAC, Section IV and New York State Qualifier champion in the 1,500- and 3,000-meter runs, and 
anchored the championship 4x800m relay team. 

During the STAC championships, she placed first in three individual events (1,500m, 800m, 
3,00m) before anchoring that aforementioned relay quartet. The 800 and 3,000 were run only minutes 
apart, but she rallied in the latter, which was her fourth event of the day, to outkick her opponents, 
some of whom were well-rested and competing in a single event that day. 
 “That is the single most amazing achievement of many outstanding individual accomplishments I 
witnessed during my coaching career,” noted Forks retired track and field coach Larry Brooks. 
 Besides her stellar track and field success, Stephanie was an important part of a swim team 
dynasty in the 1990s. She began as an eighth grader on the 1992 Section IV Class B championship team. 
The following year, she won the Class B 200 IM and swam the breaststroke on the victorious medley 
relay squad, repeating both in 1994. 
 As a junior, she placed first in the Class B 200m and 500m freestyle races, and the 200m IM in the 
Section IV state qualifier. During her senior tank season, Stephanie was victorious in two individual (200 
and 500 free) and two relay (200 medley and 400 free) events as the Blue Devils again laid claim to the 
Class B team crown. She went on to add two more firsts in the 200 IM and 100 breaststroke at the state 
qualifier meet. 
 Between 1994-97, she won three gold, three silver and two bronze medals at the Empire State 
Games. 
 Following her time at Chenango Forks, Stephanie was a five-time NCAA Division III All-American 
while swimming for Denison University. She graduated with a degree in Biology, and is currently a 
Physician’s Assistant with Arnot Health-Southport Internal Medicine in Elmira. 
  
 

Kelsey Jenks 
 
 Kelsey is a 2003 graduate of Chenango Forks High School, where he earned varsity letters in 
football, wrestling and track. But it was on the gridiron where his athletic talent was on full display. 
 While playing for Forks, Kelsey was a three-year, two-way starter as well as team captain his 
senior year. He was a relentless competitor in practice as well as game days, and had a motor that never 
quit. He built himself into a combination of power, strength and speed, all of which were used to 
constantly harass opposing quarterbacks while on defense. 
 During his senior fall of 2002, Kelsey was a workhorse fullback, rushing for 1,502 yards and 26 
touchdowns, after moving from the offensive line. In that year’s state quarterfinal contest versus Solvay, 
he toted the ball a school-record 36 times for 217 yards and four touchdowns. He was named the New 
York State Class B Player of the Year, the Press & Sun-Bulletin Player of the Year and chosen to the All-
Metro Team and the Old Spice Red Zone Nation Top 50 Team. 
 Kelsey’s sophomore and junior seasons earned him selections to the All-Metro Team and Class B 
First-Team All-State as a noseguard on the defense. 
 All told, he helped lead the Blue Devils to consecutive New York State Class B championships and 
an overall record of 31-4. 



 Kelsey graduated from the University of Albany, where he played Division 1 AA football. 
 He is currently a Psychologist at Owego Free Academy.  
   

Hannah Kimmel 
 

Perched atop the list of all basketball players – boys and girls – whoever played the game across 
the reaches of Section IV is Hannah Kimmel. A 2011 graduate of Harpursville Central School, she 
produced the all-time career point total of 2,692 points. 

Not only is she the section’s career scoring leader, but she ranks ninth overall in New York State, 
and is currently ranked 10th for most points scored in a single season with 765. 

A four-time Midstate Athletic Conference Most Valuable Player, she helped lead the Hornets, 
who captured a trio of MAC titles, to a Section IV Class C crown and a state runner-up finish in 2011. 

Following her senior cage season, Hannah was named Player of the Year by the Basketball 
Coaches Association of New York, the New York State Sportswriters and the Press & Sun-Bulletin.   

She went on to play college ball at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT, where she again 
scored more than 1,000 points for the Pioneers. 

No matter where she played, Hannah was respected by both coaches and players alike for her 
work ethic and respect for all aspects of the game. 
 
 

Dennis Lubert 
 

 Anyone who was around a baseball diamond during the 1970s knew the name Dennis Lubert. A 
four-year letterman for Johnson City High School, he was the southpaw pitcher for the Wildcats who 
dominated batters during those seasons on the mound with an impressive a 33-2 record. 
 As a junior, he pitched a perfect game and as a senior threw a no-hitter, struck out 19 
consecutive batters in one game and recorded 102 strikeouts in 53 innings, with a 0.39 ERA. At the 
conclusion of his senior season, he was recognized as the runner-up for Press & Sun-Bulletin Athlete of 
the Year, and was named a first-team All-STAC pick. 
 During the summer, Dennis continued to excel as a pitcher for the Johnson City American Legion 
Post #758 baseball team. He was named the league’s Most Valuable Pitcher in 1977, and its Most 
Valuable Player in 1978, when he recorded a .405 batting average and a 0.32 ERA. All told, he won 27 
consecutive games for the JC Post nine. 
 All that high school success earned him a full scholarship to the University of South Carolina. 
While at USC, he pitched in the College World Series in 1981 and 1982, and led the Gamecocks in 1981 
with 12 wins, 10 complete games and 90 strikeouts. 
 Dennis was drafted in Major League Baseball’s fourth round by the New York Yankees in 1981, 
but opted to return to school for his senior year. At the end of that season, the Atlanta Braves selected 
him in the 11th round. He pitched in their organization for two years, with the Anderson (SC) Braves 
(1982) and Durham (NC) Bulls (1983), before ending his professional career. 
 As a young pitcher, Dennis was tutored by former New York Yankees hurler Steve Kraly on the art 
of pitching. This is something that he has passed down to many other young players as his way of paying 
it forward. 
 In addition to those four varsity baseball seasons at Johnson City, Dennis lettered three years in 
golf, and was named a second-team All-STAC pick in 1977. 
 No longer a baseball pitcher, Dennis is now an accomplished runner, having competed in and 
completed marathons in Chicago (2012) and Boston (2014). He hopes to run Berlin, London, New York 
City and Tokyo to complete the Big 6. 

He currently resides with his wife in North Carolina, and is employed by the University of North 
Carolina Charlotte as the Irrigation and Stormwater Manager. 



Janet Merrill 
 

A four-year starter on the Walton High School girls’ basketball team, Janet not only graduated as 
the school’s all-time leading scorer with 1,240 points, but the 1989 class valedictorian as well. 

During her junior season, she scored 477 points, averaging 24.5 points per game, while as a 
senior she scored 412 points, grabbed 282 rebounds and blocked 133 shots in leading the Warriors to 
the Section IV Class C finals. 

Playing before the implementation of the three-point shot, Janet was named The Daily Star 
Player of the Year following her senior campaign, the Susquenango West Most Valuable Player in both 
1988 and 1989 and to The Daily Star All-Area first team in 1988. She was also tabbed a two-year selectee 
to the Press & Sun-Bulletin All-Metro Team. 

Her devotion to the game was inspired at an early age by her parents, Duane and Peg. As a youth 
she grew at the sport of basketball by attending Golden Valley Sports Camp, the Cathy Rush Camp, Blue 
Star Basketball Camp and many travels to Schenectady to play AAU ball. 

The late Wendell Spear, her high school coach, remarked at the conclusion of Walton’s very 
successful 1988-89 season, “As a coach, one could not ask for a more dedicated, cooperative player as 
her enthusiasm for the game of basketball was contagious to all that knew her.” 

Janet graduated from Yale University in 1993 and Albany Law School in 2007. She currently 
resides in Las Vegas, where she has volunteered for many years with the youth of Henderson, NV and 
the Girls Youth Basketball of Las Vegas. 

 
  

Dr. Troy Robinson 
 

 An accomplished two-sport athlete, Troy Robinson reached the highest level in both football and 
basketball, while also being named to the high honor roll at Johnson City High School. 
 A three-year starter at wide receiver for the Wildcats on the gridiron, he not only was named to 
the Press & Sun-Bulletin All-Metro Team but to the All-State First Team, as well, in 2010. And the 
previous fall of 2009, JC ran up the Class B banner as Section IV champions with a 9-2 record. The team’s 
Most Valuable Player his senior campaign, Troy was named an ESPN Rise Top 50 Players in New York 
State. For his football career, he finished with 70 receptions for 1,381 yards and 26 touchdowns. 
 During his senior basketball season, Troy again was named to the prestigious All-Metro Team, 
and reached the coveted 1,000-point plateau with a 35-point effort in Johnson City’s Class A sectional 
title tilt with Maine-Endwell. For his four-year cage career, he tallied 1,010 points, and was named the 
Section IV Class A Player of the Year. 
 He continued his athletic success at Hobart College, where he captained the Statesmen his senior 
season and was a four-year starter at wide receiver, in addition to being a punt return specialist. 
Following his senior year, Troy was a semifinalist for the National Football Foundation’s Campbell 
Trophy, given to the football player with the best combination of academics, community service and on-
field performance. 
 A four-year Liberty League All-Academic selection and the recipient of the Statemen Scholar-
Athlete Award, he graduated in 2015 with a B.S. in Chemistry. 
 He is presently a licensed dentist with Vestal Dental Associates, and resides in Johnson City. 
  
 
 
  



Patrick Skinner 
 
 As a three-sport athlete at Susquehanna Valley, Pat excelled in soccer, basketball and baseball 
from 1996-2000. 
 During his three years as a starter on the soccer team, he scored a team-high 64 goals in leading 
the Sabers to a 44-9-8 record, which included a Section IV Class B championship, an overall STAC crown 
and a trio of STAC Division III titles. 
 And his goals came when it really mattered. As a sophomore, he scored the winning goal against 
nationally-ranked and undefeated Oneonta in the sectional final, as a senior he came through versus 
state-ranked Ithaca to capture the STAC crown and as a freshman, in his first varsity game, his goal and 
assist in a Section IV overtime loss to Oneonta, provided a glimpse of his future impact. 
 At the conclusion of his senior and junior falls, Pat, who led STAC in scoring that latter year with 
33 goals, was chosen an All-State first-team selection and, subsequently, to the All-East Regional Team, 
created by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America. 
 On the basketball court, Pat earned All-Division honors in each of his three years as a starter, and 
was chosen to the All-Conference team following his junior campaign, when he finished second in 
scoring in STAC with a 19.6 points per game average. His season average for his sophomore and senior 
seasons were 15.4 and 17.7, respectively. 
 To conclude his career at Sus Valley, Pat batted a robust .436 his senior year on the baseball nine 
in being named team MVP, as well as a divisional all-star. 
 Following graduation, he earned a scholarship to Binghamton University. There he led the team 
in scoring his freshman season, and was a key player on Binghamton’s nationally-ranked 2003 team that 
went on to capture the America East championship. 
 Al Mydlinski, Pat’s soccer coach, noted that he was a consummate gentleman. “Whether it was 
after a successful match, or a devastating defeat, he always conducted himself with humility and dignity. 
On the field, his fierceness cannot be denied; but off the field, he never let that fierceness drive him to 
forget that the opponent also desired to win, and thus deserved respect.” 
 
  

Cheryl Smith 
 
 Cross country coach Rod Staiger made the statement that he had something special at 
Susquehanna Valley. Little did we know how right he was. 
 Cheryl won her first race in sixth grade, and never looked back. By the time she graduated from 
Sus Valley, she had racked up four sectional championships, four more Southern Tier Athletic 
Conference (STAC) titles and participated in another four state meets. 
 As a freshman at SUNY Cortland, Cheryl won the NCAA cross country championship, and then 
qualified to represent the United States at the World Cross Country Championships. She later 
transferred to the University of Hawaii, where she qualified for the NCAA championships in cross 
country and track. 
 Having gained All-America status throughout her collegiate career, she went on to qualify for the 
USA Olympic marathon trials during her post-collegiate career, as well as winning many road races at the 
professional level. 
 But of all her accomplishments, she is most proud of her three children, Brendon, Olivia and 
Amara. 
  



Sybil Stanton (Henschen) 
  
 A five-year starter on the Walton girls’ basketball team, Sybil still holds the school record for 
career points with 1,351. She is also the record holder for the most assists in a season with 74 and 
scored a team-high 422 points for a 20.1 average during her senior year. Sybil, a very strong all-around 
athlete, also played four years of varsity field hockey and one year of softball. 
 Prior to her graduation in 2007, she received All-State recognition in basketball both her junior 
and senior seasons, and was named an All-State midfielder in field hockey her final fall. 

Sybil was also tabbed a Midstate Athletic Conference (MAC) basketball all-star in 2007, and an 
honored cager on both The Daily Star first team and the Press & Sun-Bulletin All-Metro Team for her 
basketball prowess 

After graduating from Walton, she played basketball and lacrosse at SUNY Morrisville. 
A resident of Wolcottville, IN, Sybil remains active in youth athletics by coaching girls’ basketball. 

She also has been an Executive Director of Early Learning Centers as well as a Director of Women’s 
basketball. 
 
 

Michael Swantak 
 

 Michael Swantak was an outstanding three-sport athlete at South Kortright Central School, 
playing soccer, basketball and baseball for 13 varsity seasons from 1999-2003. 
 As a four-year starter on the soccer team, he not only tallied 70 goals, but was a three-time 
Delaware League all-star, as the Rams captured two league crowns and four division titles. 
 He added another four-year starting stint as a point guard on the basketball squad. During that 
time, he scored 1,416 points, second all-time in school annals, and helped South Kortright lay claim to 
the Section IV Class D championship in 2000, in addition to a pair of league titles. He was honored three 
times by the Delaware League as a first-team all-star and was named to The Daily Star (Oneonta) all-star 
squad his senior year. 
 Last, but certainly not least, Mike excelled for five springs on the Rams baseball nine. A career 
.400 hitter, he batted .411 and went 8-3 with a 1.51 ERA during his senior year, while ripping the 
horsehide at a .479 clip his junior year. Once again, he was named a first-team league all-star and to The 
Daily Star all-star squad.  
 Besides the aforementioned accolades, Mike was named the South Kortright Athlete of the Year 
in 2003, as well as the SK Baseball Player of the Year in both 2002 and 2003. 
 A consummate leader on the court, field and diamond, he went on to play two years of baseball 
at Utica College 
 
 

Dan Toombs 
 

 A three-sport athlete at Charlotte Valley Central School, Dan was a large part of teams that won 
two Section IV titles on the way to a state basketball run, and a section runner-up in soccer. All told, he 
received 10 varsity letters among his years in soccer (4), basketball (3) and baseball (3). 
 It was on the basketball court, though, where he really thrived. Finishing his cage career with 
1,493 points, he helped lead the Wildcats to back-to-back Section IV Class D and NYS Regional 
championships, and berths in the Final Four in 2006 and 2007. In fact, during his final two seasons, 
Charlotte Valley did not lose a Section IV game, and won three straight Delaware League crowns. 
 Individually, Dan was honored as the Section IV Class D Player of the Year, named to the 
NYSPHSAA Class D all-star squad and was tabbed the Charlotte Valley Varsity Club Male Athlete of the 



Year following his senior season. He also earned First-Team Delaware League all-star status his 
sophomore through senior seasons. 
 As a four-year soccer player, Dan led the Wildcats to three consecutive Delaware League titles. 
And as a junior he spearheaded the Charlotte Valley defense from his stopper position, as the Wildcats 
yielded only 14 goals the entire season en route to a Section IV runner-up finish. 
 On the baseball nine, Dan proved to be a brick wall behind the plate as the Charlotte Valley 
catcher. As a junior, he led the Wildcats to the league championship. During his three varsity springs, he 
compiled a .353 batting average, drove in 43 runs and had a .557 on-base percentage. 

 
 

  



Coaches 
 

Dick Alwine 
 Joe DiMaggio may have hit safely in 56 straight games back in 1941, but Dick Alwine matched 
that magical number produced by “Joltin Joe” years later. While heading the Delaware Academy girls’ 
varsity basketball program, a position he held for 22 seasons, the Bulldogs reeled off 56 straight 
Susquenango Association victories. 

Besides that impressive skein, Dick’s teams laid claim to three straight Sus championships 
between 1989-91. And two of those teams reached the Section IV finals before suffering narrow losses 
to Dryden (1990) and Whitney Point (1991). 

Dick was always known for his overall athletic knowledge, not only in basketball, but as an 
assistant in both football and track and field. He was a mastermind at Xs and Os, an incredible tactical 
coach, but also very well known for teaching the game the correct way. Always well respected by not 
only his own players, but opposing players, coaches and officials, his teams were always at the forefront 
when it came to sportsmanship. 

Several of his former players have gone on to have successful college careers, and many of the 
1,000-point scorers listed on the Delaware Academy wall played for Dick. 
  
 

Jeff Baier 
  
 Over the course of his 20-year career while coaching boys’ varsity basketball at Downsville 
Central School, Jeff Baier reached many lofty plateaus. 
 At the apex is his attainment of 300 victories as he led the Eagles to a superlative 318-110 (.742) 
record during his reign. But don’t dismiss the fact that he suffered only one losing season during those 
years – that being a near .500 record when the Eagles went 9-10 back in 1996-97, and that defining loss 
occurred during sectional play. 
 All told, he led Downsville to three consecutive Section IV championships between 2001-03, four 
Delaware League crowns and seven Mountain Division titles. And four of those seasons, in particular, 
stand out when the Eagles registered an eye-popping .918 winning percentage in posting an 89-8 log 
between 2000-04. 
  He was honored as the Basketball Coaches Association of New York (BCANY) Coach of the Year in 
2003, picked as The Daily Star (Oneonta) Coach of the Year three times (2001-03) and was elected to the 
New York State Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2019. 
 Besides his coaching accomplishments, Jeff has served Section IV as President from 1998-2001, 
and been on its Basketball Committee for 30 years. He also chaired the Delaware Basketball League for 
18 seasons and is currently a member of the NYSPHSAA Basketball Committee. 
 Having been Downsville’s Athletic Director for 32 years, Jeff will be retiring this June from his 
teaching duties at both Downsville and Roscoe. 
   
 
  



Stuart Dean 
 

 While still a senior at Ithaca College, Stuart began his coaching career at Lansing Central School in 
1978 as a junior varsity basketball coach. He began teaching at the middle school level in 1981, moved 
to the high school in 1987 and served as Athletic Director from 2016-18 before retiring. 
 Throughout his career, Stuart coached an array of sports at various levels. His total number of 
high school games coached, as either the head coach or an assistant, is 1,755 contests. 
 As the girls’ varsity basketball coach, he compiled a record of 503-129, winning one state 
championship and two Section IV titles as well as 11 Interscholastic Athletic Conference (IAC) 
championships and 20 IAC division titles. 

He also coached baseball for 10 springs, compiling a 169-34 log, with another state title, two 
more sectional crowns, four IAC crowns and seven division titles. 
 If that wasn’t enough, Stuart spent another five years at the helm of the Lansing football 
program (26-19), four years as the boys’ basketball coach (46-33) and one year leading the girls’ softball 
nine (9-5). 
 Stuart was chosen by The Ithaca Journal and New York State as the Class C Girls’ Basketball Coach 
of the Year in 2001, and the Class C Baseball Coach of the Year in 2012. 
 Stuart and his wife, Terri, reside in South Carolina, where he is able to enjoy retirement, but most 
of all his family and 10 grandchildren. 
 
 

Kurt Ehrnesbeck 
 

Kurt Ehrensbeck may have taught music for 33 years at Harpursville Central School, but the level 
of success he achieved as the Hornets’ varsity girls’ basketball coach was like an unforgettable catchy 
tune to both friend and foe alike. 

For 21 seasons, he oversaw the girls’ varsity basketball program, and was honored as the 
Basketball Coaches Association of New York Class C Coach of the Year in 2011, 2013 and 2014. He was 
also named the Press & Sun-Bulletin Coach of the Year in 2013. 

Three of Kurt’s squads not only captured Section IV and Regional championships, but reached the 
New York State Final Four in 2011, 2013 and 2014. In addition to winning five Midstate Athletic 
Conference crowns, his teams compiled an impressive 190-54 record between 2004-14. 

He continues to be involved with the sport, serving as the Section IV Girls’ Basketball 
Coordinator, a member of the NYS Girls’ Basketball Executive Committee and Summer Hoops Festival 
Coordinator. 

Kurt, who retired in 2021 as Harpursville’s head man, is currently the modified boys’ basketball 
coach at Chenango Valley. 

 
 
 

  



Jo Hinkley 
 

 For more than 20 years, Jo has not only headed the Roxbury varsity ski program, but served as 
the Section IV representative as well. During that time, her teams have won three sectional titles, five 
Delaware League crowns and reached the New York State finals 19 times. 
 She instills core values in her student-athletes, such as a strong work ethic, ability to problem 
solve and sportsmanship. Her commitment to sportsmanship has also been a huge part of her coaching, 
this being demonstrated by her athletes being selected nine times for the Section IV Sportsmanship 
Award. 
 The impact of Jo’s influence on her athletes reaches well beyond ski racing. Her dedication and 
resolve in helping her student-athletes become successful beyond racing is certainly a large part of her 
legacy. She is constantly preparing her athletes for the next big challenge, using athletics as the platform 
for lifelong learning. 
  
  

Nicole Huston 
 

 Nicole Huston has enjoyed an unparalleled level of success while heading the varsity field hockey 
programs at both Whitney Point and Harpursville. Her overall 18-year record at both schools is 264-59-7, 
and includes five New York State championships, eight Final Four berths, eight Regional crowns, nine 
Section IV titles and nine divisional triumphs. 
 She began her coaching career in the summer of 2001 when she was invited to coach at Syracuse 
University field hockey summer camps, a position she continued in for the next six years. 

In the fall of 2002, her high school coaching career began at Harpursville, where she headed the 
junior varsity team for two seasons. Following that jayvee stint, Nicole assumed leadership of the varsity 
program in 2004, and immediately led the Hornets to the Class C Final Four. The following year, 
Harpursville wound up the state’s Class C runner-up. Her six-year run leading the Hornets resulted in a 
record of 90-24-7. 
 But after the birth of her second daughter in June 2010, Nicole decided to leave coaching in 
order to raise her family. 
 That absence from coaching only lasted two months, because in the fall of 2010 she took over 
the coaching reins at Whitney Point and led the Eagles to an 18-2 log in capturing the Class C sectional 
title. During the next two seasons, Nicole focused on building a solid foundation from the youth to the 
varsity program, relaying skills and concepts throughout the entire program to be taught at all levels. 
 Obviously, that strategy paid major dividends as the Eagles went all the way to the state 
semifinals in 2013, and went on to record five straight NYS championships between 2014-18. Her record 
at Whitney Point stands at 174-35. 
 Nicole is a member of the NFHCA (National Field Hockey Coaches Association) and the USFHA 
(USA Field Hockey Association). In 2021 she became a Nexus coach for the USA Field Hockey Program. 
She has also served as the Section IV field hockey coordinator since 2007. 
 She has coached numerous high school Regional and National All-Americans, and two players 
who made the U17 National team. More than 40 of her players have continued their playing careers at 
Division I, II or III colleges across the country. 
  
 
  



Patti Perone 
 

 Patti Perone has led an exemplary coaching career since 1988. Through monumental amounts of 
hard work and determination, Pattie amassed a record of 623-121 during her 31 years as head of the 
Horseheads varsity volleyball program. 
 Entwined in that three-decade-plus time of work are 24 Section IV championships, 15 straight 
STAC West titles and 17 New York State Final Four appearances. Of those Final Fours, the Blue Raiders 
reached the state championship game four times, ultimately winning the NYS crown in 2001. 
 She is credited with starting the modified program at Horseheads, and stands as the founder of 
the Southern Tier Volleyball Club, both of which began in 1987. To continue the legacy, Pattie has gone 
on to recently start a youth program for children through the Youth Bureau. 
 Pattie has also demonstrated a love and dedication for the sport through her time served as the 
New York State Volleyball Coordinator, Section IV Volleyball Coordinator, board member of the 
American Coaches Volleyball Association and the high school representative for the NAGWS Rules 
Committee. 
 As she once said, “My true contributions are how many young athletes we help grow into 
successful young adults through our sport.” 
 Prior to her long career at Horseheads, Pattie served as head coach at Briarcliff High School for 
10 seasons. While there, she captured five sectional titles and six conference championships. 
 Obviously, Section I’s loss was Section IV’s gain.  
 
 

Terry Raymond 
  
 Terry was a Deposit graduate who spent his first two years in college at Broome Community 
College. Following his graduation from Broome, he enrolled at the University of Tennessee, where as a 
walk-on pitcher he played for two years. 
 He returned to Deposit after college, and became an elementary physical education teacher for 
the Lumberjacks as well as coaching football, basketball and baseball. He served as the Deposit 
Elementary School’s Principal in an interim basis, and finished his teaching career back in the classroom. 
During his distinguished career at Deposit, Terry also became the Director of Health and Physical 
Education, Athletic Director and worked at those positions for eight years, while teaching a full load. 
 As the Lumberjacks’ basketball coach for 26 years, his teams won back-to-back Section IV Class D 
championships in 1995 and 1996 with respective records of 22-3 and 23-2. Following the 1996 
campaign, he was named the Basketball Coach Association of New York Co-Coach of the Year. This 
annual award is awarded to select basketball coaches who have served as glowing examples of what 
New York State basketball is all about. Coach Raymond certainly epitomizes the excellence connected 
with this honor. 
 Terry enjoyed great success in baseball as well, serving as Deposit head coach for 14 years. His 
2006 Lumberjacks won the Section IV Class D championship and advanced as far as the semifinal round 
of the NYSPHSAA tournament. Earlier his 1997, 1998 and 1999 nines captured Susquenango League 
crowns, and all three vied for a sectional title. 
 Concluding his three-sport mentorship, Terry coached football for eight seasons. Heading those 
years were two Section IV championships in 2003 and 2005. And two more of his squads – 2000 and 
2007 – were finalists for that coveted sectional crown. He later helped to merge the rival Deposit and 
Hancock teams for their initial two seasons. 
 Beyond coaching, Terry has served 14 years as the Chairman/Coordinator of Section IV baseball, 
eight years as the Class D football representative, 11 years as an umpire in the Binghamton Umpires 
Association and presently is the Midstate Athletic Conference Secretary/Treasurer. Furthermore, he is 



an active member of his community, serving in the Deposit Historical Society, Deposit Family Recreation 
Group and the Deposit Central School Alumni Organization. 
 
 

Chris Sinicki 
 

Long-time Seton Catholic Central coach Chris Sinicki has been successful in every sport and every 
level he has coached, winning divisional, league, sectional and regional titles as well as a state 
championship in softball and two state final four appearances in basketball. 

With a 367-141 record, he is one of the winningest varsity boys’ basketball coaches in Section IV. 
During his 24 years of coaching, his teams have accomplished the following: four Regional 
championships, 12 Section IV crowns, five STAC titles, 13 Division titles and were New York State finalists 
twice. 

Chris has been chosen Coach of the Year eight times by the Basketball Coaches Association of 
New York and the Press & Sun-Bulletin Coach of the Year on four occasions. 

His teams are always well prepared, disciplined and enthusiastic. He pushes his athletes to be the 
best on and off the competitive arena. He has been an outstanding mentor for these young men. 

Most of all, Chris has been supported and cheered on by his wife, Gina, and daughter, Nicole. 
 
 

John Toroni 
 

 John Toroni was initially hired as an Industrial Arts teacher by Jefferson Central School in 1981. 
And during his 32-year teaching career and beyond, he coached baseball, basketball, soccer, golf and 
softball at all levels. 
 For 34 springs, John has been the Jefferson varsity baseball coach, and his ability to teach the 
game is reflected in a long-standing tradition of competitive J-Hawk teams at both the Delaware League 
and Section IV levels. His teams have captured 11 Mountain Division championships, three crossover 
titles and have reached the sectional finals three times. Those accomplishments earned him The Daily 
Star (Oneonta) Baseball Coach of the Year in 2001. 
 In addition to his extended tenure as the varsity baseball coach, John spent 25 years at the helm 
of the girls’ varsity basketball program, making multiple trips to the sectional tournament and one 
appearance in the Class D championship game. And the only three girls in J-Hawk history to reach the 
1,000-point plateau played under his tutelage. 
 Although he officially retired from teaching in 2012, he took over the varsity golf duties in 2015, 
and won the Delaware League crown in 2020. He has also coached girls’ softball for two seasons and 
girls’ soccer for another. 
 Because of his belief that all students should contribute to their community, John helped start 
the JCS Varsity Club, a service organization for student-athletes. His impact on athletes was not limited 
to Jefferson. He also coached travel baseball, summer league baseball and spent 10 years with the Junior 
Golf Program through the Stamford Country Club. 
 He is currently, and has been for 25 years, the Delaware League Baseball Representative to 
Section IV. John was inducted into the Delaware League Coaches Hall of Fame in 2012. 
  
 
  



Jane Ware 
 

 Jane’s record speaks volumes about her 39 years at Roxbury as the varsity softball coach. During 
that time, she has compiled a record of 476-127, which includes 25 Delaware League championships, 11 
league cross-over titles and four Section IV runners-up finishes, as the Rockets have reached sectional 
play in 34 of her 39 seasons. 
 Her commitment to the game of softball has been unwavering. Jane has served as the Section IV 
softball representative for 35 years, created opportunities for her players to play in the off-season and 
always worked with the next generation of players to fill the gaps in her lineup. 
 Jane’s passion for the game and pursuit of excellence is apparent in her coaching style. She is 
continually pushing and preparing her athletes for the next big challenge. She has been a great mentor 
and role model for many young athletes at Roxbury, always willing to help them navigate situations on 
and off the field. 
 Twice during her long career, she was named Coach of the Year by The Daily Star (Oneonta) in 
1985 and 1987. 
 
 

Steve Weber 
 

 Steve began his coaching career at Odessa-Montour (1982-85) before moving on to Elmira Notre 
Dame from 1985-2019. He coached multiple sports in each of his 38 years of coaching, taught physical 
education for 35 years and was an athletic director for 19 years. 
 During those 19 seasons as END’s AD, the Crusaders won over 50 sectional titles and six New 
York State championships. They were also a NYPHSAA School of Distinction award winner and were the 
Neil Kerr Cup champions. 
 As the girls’ varsity soccer coach, his teams amassed a record of 496-139-26 for third best in the 
state. They won the 2003 state championship and were 2015 runners-up, in addition to reaching four 
NYS finals, nine regional championships and 21 Section IV finals. Besides coaching 50 all-state soccer 
players, Steve was named the New York State Girls’ Soccer Coach of the Year three times. 
 While the softball coach for 24 years, his teams compiled a record of 450-120 for ninth all-time in 
the state. END won six regional championships and 10 sectional crowns, while 49 of his players earned 
all-state honors, four were state Players of the Year and three were tabbed All-Americans. He was 
named the state’s Softball Coach of the Year on three occasions and was the National Softball Coach of 
the Year finalist twice. 

During his 25 years of coaching wrestling at O-M and END, Steve’s teams charted a record of 216-
116-4. His teams won three sectional titles, and he coached five state place-winners as well as being 
named Section IV Coach of the Year three times. 

Finally, as a track and field coach he rang up a log of 46-27 after nine seasons at both O-M and 
END, with five sectional titles and multiple state place-winners to his credit. 

Steve is a member of the Watkins Glen Hall of Fame as an athlete, and the state’s softball and 
girls’ soccer halls of fame as both a coach and contributor. Coach Weber still volunteers as a member of 
the New York State Sportswriters and Coaches Organization for Girls Sports (NYSSCOGS), and is an 
assistant women’s soccer coach at Corning Community College.  
  
  



Contributors 
 

 
Joseph Bramante 

 
 Joseph Bramante served the Maine-Endwell School District as a physical education/health 
teacher and coach from 1974-97, before becoming the Director of Physical Education and Athletics from 
1997-2005. 
 Over the years, Joe has contributed much time to Section IV through his involvement with 
numerous committees related to football, baseball and softball schedules/playoffs; tennis playbacks; 
meetings with baseball and basketball officials to improve relationships/sportsmanship concerns and 
meetings with Section IV lawyers to help resolve issues. 
 His dedication and passion for the establishment and promotion of character and sportsmanship 
education in athletics was widely recognized among athletic administrators throughout the state. He 
presented workshops at league meetings and state conferences for athletic directors regarding the M-E 
Good Sports Program. 
 By way of his direction a K-12 physical education curriculum, emphasizing fair play, honesty, 
consideration of classmates, good sportsmanship and spectatorship, was developed. This program at M-
E provided other Section IV schools help with ideas to improve student, parent and spectator 
sportsmanship issues at athletic contests. 
 Through the efforts of Joe, his coaches and teaching staff, M-E was honored as a recipient of 
NYSPHSAA “Good Sports” Sportsmanship Awards in 2001, 2002 and 2003. In 2004, the NYSPHSAA 
named the M-E School District as a “Model School” for sportsmanship programs for all schools in the 
state to emulate. 
   
    

Harry Ehrie 
 

Harry Ehrie has been a staple on the court and the field as a Section IV official for 45 years. He 
began his officiating career in 1977 as a basketball referee, eventually elevating to the varsity level in 
1982. In 1984, Harry started officiating boys’ lacrosse, and 10 years later joined the local soccer board to 
complete the three-season circuit. 

He officiated sectional basketball games every year between 1982-2020, and worked countless 
lacrosse and softball contests. His accolades also include a 2009 state final in soccer, and state finals in 
lacrosse during the 2007, 2008 and 2016 seasons. At one time, Harry was also an active official at the 
college level in all three sports. 

Off the athletic arena, he served as President of the Southern Tier Basketball Officials from 1997-
2022. While in that role, he was instrumental in starting the Stars and Stripes Classic, an end-of-season 
all-star event for local basketball players seeking exposure to college programs. He also served as vice 
president of the lacrosse chapter, and was a representative for the STABBO basketball chapter with 
Section IV. 

Despite stepping away from administrative roles, Harry plans to continue officiating for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Rose Marie Greene 
 

“Posie,” as she is known throughout Section IV, has been involved in area athletics for the past 
57 years. She began teaching physical education in Walton in 1965, and before her retirement in 2002 
she coached numerous sports for the Warriors. Perhaps, her greatest contributions were founding the 
Walton Varsity Club and promoting athletic opportunities for female athletes. 

She came out of her short-lived retirement in 2005 when she began serving as Walton’s part-
time athletic secretary. Through several athletic directors, “Posie” has been the foundation of Warrior 
athletics. Whether it is helping to coordinate tournaments, rescheduling postponements, finding 
scorekeepers or announcing games, she makes sure everything runs smoothly for the athletes and 
coaches. 

“I can say without any hesitation that I would not and could not do this job if it wasn’t for Rosie 
Greene,” admitted Walton AD Adam J. Hoover. 

“Posie’s” contributions do not stop when the school year ends. Every year she organizes and runs 
the Walton Warrior Sports Awards Ceremony in June. This annual award, given to the top senior female 
athlete, is named in her honor. 

Kelly Gates, a former teaching and coaching colleague of “Posie’s,” describes her as “trustworthy, 
honest, reliable, loyal, dedicated and caring.” Ms. Gates went on to say, “You know who she is, what you 
see is what you get. If anyone bleeds Walton Orange, it is her. She would do anything for the ‘kids’ of 
Walton.” 

“Posie” was honored as the 2013-14 Distinguished Service Award winner by the Walton Board of 
Education. 

 
 

Janet McWeeney 
 

Janet McWeeney is the heart and soul of Section IV. She has served as the Administrative 
Assistant to the Executive Director, as well as Treasurer since 1997. Her knowledge of the rules and the 
day-to-day running of the sectional office are unmatched. 

She is extremely professional in her dealings with athletic directors, coaches, administrators and 
parents. She keeps up to date on all the rules and policies at both the section and state level. In addition, 
she keeps confidential all appeals, Hall of Fame nominations and selections, as well as any misconducts 
and other sensitive matters that come through the Section IV office. 

Janet also coordinates sectional events, prepares budgets, processes purchase orders and takes 
care of the daily functioning of Section IV. She is kind, respectful and courteous to everyone she deals 
with, and always has a smile when welcoming people. 

She exemplifies everything you would want in an Administrative Assistant. Section IV 
congratulates and welcomes Janet McWeeney into the Hall of Fame.  
 

 


