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Elementary students enjoying their day at Spicer Orchards.

Spicer Orchards
By Angel Wick, Sophomore

Have you been to Spicer Orchards before?
The upper elementary classes visit there
every year. The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
teachers are teaching their students how to
write a personal narrative. The teachers want
them to experience things so they can write
about it. When they arrived at Spicer
Orchards, they played on the playground,
went on a hayride, picked pumpkins and
apples, drank apples cider, and ate donuts.
Raen Manssora, a fourth grade student, saw
a big building, pumpkins, apples trees, and
fed the donkeys. He and classmates will use
this experience for their personal narrative.
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CAC Craft Show
By Taylor Stebbins, Freshman

Have you heard about the Communication
Access Center (CAC) Craft Show? This is
to raise money so they can offer
workshops to sign language interpreters to
get more training. All sign language
interpreters must take classes or
workshops to earn Continuing Education
Units (CEUs) to be able to work as
interpreters in Michigan. “We are offering
workshops to help them get the CEUs that
they need,” Diana McKittrick Director of
CAC said. The Interpreter Improvement
Fund is money that will be used to bring in
people to help interpreters pass the

certification tests to move up to the next
level. Some are having a hard time and
they are trying to help them pass tests so
they earn higher certification levels.
McKittrick said, “Anyone who wants to sell
something at the Craft Show can be a
vendor. MSD classes (Freshman Class,
Sophomore Class…) can rent a table to
sell things. There will be different crafts,
quilts, baked goods (bread/cookies),
artwork, jewelry, paintings, and more! Cori
Foster is in charge of this event. Check it
out at the CAC building on Saturday
November 3rd.
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MCTI Field Trip
By Max Baksik, Freshman

Did you know that Michigan Career and Technical
Institute (MCTI) is a vocational school on the west
side of the state? On September 26th, some
Juniors and Seniors went there for a tour. MCTI is
located in Pine Lake, southwest of Barry County,
about two hours away from MSD. MCTI is also
known as the second largest rehabilitation training
center in the United States. A rehabilitation

training center is a center for people who need
some support preparing for their jobs. MCTI has
twelve educational programs, like Automotive
Technology and Certified Nursing Assistant. So
far, no Juniors or Seniors are planning on going
there after high school. However, a few of MSD’s
alumni are currently enrolled or have graduated
from there. Have you checked out their website?
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Crossfit

By Kaylie Edwards, Sophomore
For the past month or so, the
volleyball and football teams have
been doing Crossfit! Crossfit is a type
of physical exercise that incorporates
elements from high-intensity interval
training, Olympic weightlifting,
plyometrics, powerlifting, gymnastics,
girevoy sport, calisthenics, strongman,
and other exercises [Wikipedia].
Bethany James, a Crossfit instructor,
has been coming to MSD every
Wednesday. James trains the teams
in different Crossfit exercises. One
activity they did a few weeks ago was
playing tag; however, it was not just a
game, it was also a workout! All of the
players scattered and ran around
inside the gym. When a player gets
tagged, that person had to do 10
squats. Bethany is a CODA. CODA
means Children of Deaf Adults. She
signs fluently! The start of basketball
season is coming up shortly. Will
James come again and train the
basketball teams? We certainly hope
so! Jason Thoune, a Senior football
player, said, “Crossfit has been going
well! We run, jump, play tag, and do
push ups.” Thoune suggested, “Don’t
be lazy and focus on your exercises.”
His teammates as well as the
volleyball players have learned to be
strong as Tartars!

Photos by Kelly Laatsch, Staff
The football team is doing a Crossfit workout with Bethany James.
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What a Sugar Rush!
By Addison Blair, Senior

The high school students participated in different
competitions in the evenings of Homecoming
week. “I had fun and enjoyed Homecoming spirit
week,” said Chloe Woggerman, Senior, “Many
students were involved with the Homecoming
competitions and loved it!”
There were many neat activities throughout the
week. The Sophomore Class won the overall
Homecoming spirit week! They worked hard to
win.

one next year! Hopefully, the weather will be
nicer so it can be held outside.
The Illinois School for the Deaf volleyball team
came to play against us for Homecoming on
Saturday. MSD’s volleyball team was excited
and ready to play against Illinois. Our Lady
Tartars won all three matches! They won the
first game 25-10, the second game 27-25, and
the third game 25-19. Congratulations to our
Lady Tartars!

Wendy Chicky, Senior, enjoyed the
Homecoming spirit week. Her favorite event
was when the Senior Class won the garbage ball
game. Thursday night was the Homecoming
dance and the theme was Candyland.
Congratulations to Ky’Ren Johnson for
becoming the Homecoming King and to
Queens Addison Blair and Crystal Katcher!
On Friday night, the first Homecoming carnival
was held. It included games, prizes, and
fundraisers. Attendees kept buying more tickets
to play more games. A lot of students and their
siblings showed up! The Activities Department
did a great job and would like to host another

Photo by Wendy Chicky, Senior
The Homecoming Queens, Crystal Katcher and Addison Blair, and
Homecoming King, Ky'Ren Johnson
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Academic Bowl
By Jake Zanavich, Sophomore

Do you like to mull over random facts and
answer questions super fast? If so, then
Academic Bowl is just for you! Academic Bowl
is good for students who have the ability to
think fast and answer fast. The students who
participate in Academic Bowl will improve their
academic skills and learn something new
everyday, even random information they
never knew before. Academic Bowl is run by
Gallaudet University Youth Program.
Gallaudet University first set up Academic
Bowl in 1996. At that time, only six schools
participated. Over the years, more and more
schools joined. Now, there are 80 teams
representing Deaf schools and programs
across the United States. The Midwest
regionals will be held at Kansas School for the
Deaf (KSD) on February 14th to the 17th. The
screening to get into regionals will be on

November 5th to the 10th. Specifically, MSD
will be on November 7th. The competition
consist of a question and answer game of
general knowledge and require quick recall.
Questions are drawn from the following
categories: Arts and Entertainment; Current
Events; Language and Literature; Mathematics;
Pop Culture, Leisure, and Sports; Potpourri;
and Science and Technology [Gallaudet
University]. This year’s team includes Jake
Zanavich, Addison Blair, Violetta Colter, Noah
Baesl, and Macallistair Baksik. Hopefully, they
will make it into regionals and get into semifinals which, consists of 20 national teams. If
they win, they will go on to Finals at Gallaudet
University. GO TARTARS! It may not be easy,
but it will help tremendously with your support!
Go Tartars!

Photo from Gallaudet University
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Education Resource Center
By Wendy Chicky, Senior

Michigan School for the Deaf has an
Educational Resource Center (ERC). Drew
Weldon, an ERC staff, explained, “ERC was
created because there was a need for an afterschool program for students who need help or
guidance with their school work.” It was
established by Camille Jeter-Lorello in 2015.
Middle and high school students are to attend
ERC. For seniors with at least a 3.2 GPA, they
are not required to attend ERC. If there is a
need for elementary students to attend ERC,
then that can be suggested to the dorm
director and principal. For students to work at
ERC, they would need to be responsible and
already have good grades. For the staff, they
must obtain 60 hours or more of college
credits. They must be fingerprinted and be
cleared with their background check. If
students do not have any homework, they
should get a good book to read for an hour or
to help their classmates with their studies, if

needed. ERC believes in teamwork among
students to take their studies seriously. ERC
can provide a great backbone to learning how
to improve their study skills independently.”
Donny Weyand, teacher aide and another
ERC staff, also explained, “ERC has the
resources for students to do their homework.
We have laptops, iPads, supplies and books.
Mainly, they should read their books from ELA
class if have any, or continue studying their
vocabulary words. If they truly don’t have
anything, they can pick one of the many
books that ERC has to read.” ERC is only
open on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Currently, ERC is short-staffed. Employment
paperwork is still being processed. JeterLorello hopes to recruit more staff soon. It is
recognized that being open for four days a
week benefits students' education. What are
your thoughts about ERC?

Photo by Wendy Chicky, Senior
Students doing their homework in ERC.
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National Honor Society
By Jake Zanavich, Sophomore

Do you think that MSD should take part in the National
Honor Society (NHS)? NHS is the nation's premier
organization established to recognize outstanding high
school students. More than just an honor roll, NHS serves
to recognize those students who have demonstrated
excellence in the areas of scholarship, service, leadership,
and character [National Honor Society]. Our Activities
Director, Micki Lewis, said, “We should because all
students work hard to maintain top-notch grades.” This is
a way to recognize their hard work and dedication. The
students will benefit from this. This is a nation-wide
organization. It is a nice way to establish connections. It
will definitely help NHS students achieve beyond high
school, receive scholarships, and more. It’ll help students
get into college immediately as well. The minimum grade
to get into NHS is a 3.0 GPA. Since 1946, more than $15
million in scholarships has been awarded to outstanding
NHS senior members. The scholarship program is
supported by the parent organization of NHS. The
National Association of Secondary School Principals
[National Honor Society]. What do you think we should
do? Let us know by emailing us at
michiganmirror@mischooldeaf.org.
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School & Work
By Angel Wick, Sophomore

Photo courtesy of Lucas Grimm, Sophomore
Lucas Grimm balances his work life and school life.

Are you working a real job right now?
Kaylie Edwards, Sophomore, is working
now at Kroger. She works on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays. Her first day
was this past summer in August. She
wants to earn money to be able to buy
things that she likes. She explained that if
she works hard enough, her boss might
give her a day off. Some students prefer
not to work during the school year.
Edwards said, “Working and going to
school doesn’t affect me because I am in

the dorm during the week and only work
on weekends.” Her mother drives her to
work on the weekends. Lucas Grimm,
Sophomore, works during the school year.
He works on the weekends. He works on
farms and cars. Grimm said, “I need to
live, so I am saving money to pay my
bills.” Working does not interfere with his
schooling. His parents drive him to work.
They are both hard workers! Do you
believe students should work while in
school?
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Thursday Night or the Weekend
By Addison Blair, Senior

What do you think about Michigan School
for the Deaf Homecoming dance and
Prom being on the weekends? Lucas
Grimm, Sophomore, said “Homecoming
dance and Prom should be on the
weekends so we can have a longer time
to spend together and participate in more
fun activities. “We could invite other deaf
schools to come to our school and join our
dances. It would be fun! After the dance,
we could go to the Great Wolf Lodge,
swim, play cards, and have a blast! Some
student who don’t have a ride back home
can stay at the hotel. Grimm said, “We
would not need supervisors. It is on the
weekend and it is our dance!"

Katherine Johnston, High Social Studies
Teacher, said, “Homecoming and Prom
dance should be on the weekends.
Students can prepare all day, get dressed,
and made up. Students can also have
more time together without interfering with
their education.” Students won't have to
feel guilty for skipping school due to the
Homecoming dance or Prom. Johnston
prefers only MSD attends the
Homecoming dance, not for other deaf
schools to attend. Johnston believes
going somewhere like the Great Wolf
Lodge with supervisors would be a great
idea! What do you think?
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Netflix

By Taylor Stebbins, Freshman
There are many different TV providers. There is Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, along with
many others. It seems that most students enjoy watching movies and TV shows on Netflix. “I
enjoy watching ‘Sierra Burgess is a Loser’ on Netflix because there is a Deaf character in it,”
said Salena Kowalczyk, Freshman. “I watch ‘The Walking Dead’ TV show on Netflix,” said
Morgandavid Squirres, 8th grader. What do you enjoy watching on Netflix?

Favorite Netflix TV Show
Favorite Netflix Movie
Ninja Turtles
23%

Supernatural
20%

Next Gen
9%

Wentworth
15%
Black Panther
36%
Kissing Booth
18%
Sierra Loser
14%

The Walking Dead
65%
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Halloween Movies
By Kaylie Edwards, Sophomore

Many people enjoy watching different Halloween movies in October. Some favorite
movies include “Coraline”, “ A Quiet Place”, "Halloweentown”, Hocus Pocus”. “My
favorite Halloween movie is 'Halloween' because the action in this movie is
mesmerizing!” said Ky'Ren Johnson, Senior. “I love watching the 'Chucky' movies
because it was interesting to see how a toy can become a scary living being,” said
Steven Owens, Senior. What is your favorite Halloween movie?

Favorite
Halloween Movies
15
10

Photo by Kaylie Edwards, Sophomore
Watching "Coraline" during her spare time.
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Class Fundraisers
By Max Baksik, Freshman

For the class fundraisers of November, there
are many neat items to buy. The Freshman
Class will are selling MSD lanyards for $5.00
each. Soon they will sell Otis Spunkmeyer
Cookies. They can be ordered through a
catalog. The Sophomore Class are selling MSD
sunglasses for $5.00 each and winter hats for
ten dollars each. The Junior Class will sell
shirts for $10.00. They also will sell Coffee

Beanery products though a catalogue.
Finally, for the Senior Class, they are selling
Yankee Candle products. They can be
ordered online until January 9th. They are
also selling MSD zip-up hoodies for $50.00
each. The proceeds will go towards their
senior trip, prom, and Homecoming materials
for next year. Please support our classes!
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