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Assistant Principal CONGRATULATIONS LENA!

Lena is a junior at DCS and has been selected to be a citizen 
at American Legion Auxiliary Empire Girls’ State. ALA Empire 
Girls’ State takes place at SUNY Brockport in early July. It is a 
weeklong educational program designed to develop in young 
citizens a working knowledge of the structure of government. 
Participants learn about the privileges of the vote, how political 
parties are formed and how leaders are chosen and elected to fill 
various offices.

Only 300 students from across New York are chosen, with only 
five from Delaware County!

Again, congratulations to Lena for a successful interview and 
being selected to represent DCS and Delaware County.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
PROGRAM TO START AT DCS

Downsville Central School is excited to announce the creation and implementation 
of multiple agricultural education classes next school year. At the January Board of 
Education meeting, Mr. Daniel Green was appointed as an agricultural education teacher 
to begin at DCS for the 2023-24 school year. Mr. Green currently teaches middle school 
agricultural education at Windsor Central School District through Cornell Cooperative 
Extension.

DCS has a vacant position in the career/technology department and the reasons to 
focus on agriculture to fill that vacancy have become increasingly apparent. Over the 
past few years, the district has invested in agriculture-themed projects, such as the con-
struction of a greenhouse and raised garden beds. The hiring of an agriculture teacher 
will ensure that a qualified instructor will utilize these resources to their fullest potential 
and provide hands-on instruction to students from elementary through high school.

While the specific agricultural classes are yet to be determined, student interest will 
be taken into consideration in selecting the course offerings for next year. Classes may 
include plant science, animal science, agricultural mechanics, environmental education 
and “farm-to-table” electives. In addition, Mr. Green plans to establish a local chapter 
of Future Farmers of America.

Students in grades 9-12 are encouraged to inquire about our new Agricultural 
Education courses when making their schedule for next year.
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FRIDAY PROGRAM AWARD RECIPIENTS! GREAT JOB!
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APPLE CIDER 
By: Hazel Conklin, Kale’a Cicio, Riley Emerich, 

Christiano Tutalo, Tyler Bennet. 
The 6th graders made apple cider in the greenhouse 

with Mr. Rinehart in October. The 6th grade class had to 
cut the apples, and that was really easy for most of them, 
for others it was a little hard. After they finished cutting 
the apples with a french fry cutter they had to grind up 
the apples. First, they had to put the apples in a grinder 
and one person had a block. Then they had to hold the 
block in the grinder to hold the apples down to mush 
the apples. They needed one person on each side to hold 
it down and one person cranking the machine to work. 

Next we took out the sack of crushed up apples. Then, 
we pulled the sack of apples all the way to the press and 
crushed the apples, and our hands were sticky. Then we 
cranked the cranker counterclockwise . In the end it took 
three people to twist the cranker. Next the apple cider 
started f lowing out very quickly. Finally we strained the 
cider in a small strainer. Then, Mr.Rinehart took it home 
and pasteurized it. Finally, on Friday we got to drink the 
delicious cider
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Exchange Student Program/Hosting Opportunities
The Rotary Club of Bainbridge has provided a wonderful opportunity for the families and 

students of Downsville.
In 2017 the Downsville Girl Scout Troop #30495 ask the Rotary Club of Bainbridge if they 

would help them bring Youth Exchange back to their school. In August of 2018, their first student 
landed, Alexa from Mexico and the following year Lea from Switzerland; both fit right into our 
small community, they were both involved in sports and community events. The Rotary Club has 
been asked if they can bring another student the fall of 2023 to Downsville. This is an experience 
of a lifetime to have a student in our community from another country, sharing their culture, 
their traditions, and building a better world by understanding one another.

What we need from the community are families that are interested in hosting students next 
year and future years. The goal is to continue to have an exchange student every year here in 
Downsville, either being sponsored by community organizations or a Rotary Club.

On to hosting a student, typically there are three families during their exchange year, this gives the student the opportunity 
to learn different family traditions and cultures here in Downsville. 

First family placement: Mid-August to the beginning of December or January
Second family placement: Beginning of December or January through beginning of April
Third family placement: Beginning of April to 10 days after graduation

 The Rotary’s philosophy is to treat the student the same as your own child. They ask that you provide a home with a loving 
environment for the student, to share your family, culture, traditions, lifestyle, room, and board while they are with you.

Hosting a student builds memories, friendships that will last a lifetime and good will around the world. If interested in host-
ing, please contact Crystal Houck at (607) 363-2190 

EXCHANGE STUDENT PROGRAM/ 
HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES

Mrs. Green's Sixth Grade class had the opportunity to meet with Mrs. Derick's son, Brady Derick, via Zoom to discuss 
mining. Brady Derick is a geologist in Nevada with a company that mines for gold. He explained the process to the 

students and then allowed the sixth graders to ask questions about his job, rocks and minerals. Many of the students 
were interested in how they blasted the rock with explosives at the mine. Mrs. Derick had samples of rocks and minerals 
that she and her son had found in their many trips to various mining places in the past. It was a great experience that fit 

right into the new mineral unit the students are learning.
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ATTENTION ALL ARTISTS AND PROBLEM-SOLVERS!
Ms. Comer is welcoming students into the Art Room on Thursdays to form an Art Club that 

will participate in the 2023 NYS Olympics of the Visual Arts. The Olympics of the Visual Arts 
is a design challenge offered by NYSATA, the New York State Art Teachers Association. Each 
year, the OVA committee presents a series of design problems that ask students to use research, 
brainstorming, and problem solving to design creative, artistic solutions to respond to a variety 
of challenges. Students participating in OVA will work collaboratively to complete a design solu-
tion to present at a culminating event in Saratoga Springs, NY on April 27, 2023. At this event, 
a short-term design challenge will also be presented to the participating teams and awards will 

be given out among the various categories.
Any DCS student interested in making art, creative problem-solving, and having fun, is encouraged to take advantage of this 

great extra-curricular learning opportunity! 
Students in grades 3-5 will meet on Thursdays from 11:00-11:30 a.m. (during Recess) and students in grades 6-12 will meet alter-

nating Thursdays after school from 2:30-4:00 p.m. A note from parents will be required in order for students to stay after school. 
Sign up sheets are located outside the Art Room and in the Principal’s Office. If you have questions about this opportunity, or other 
art related questions, you can send Ms. Comer an email: SComer@dcseagles.org, call her at 607-363-2100, or ask her in person when 
you see her around school.

TITLE: SILHOUETTE
By: Phil Eggers

Camera Settings: Apple iPhone 12 Pro Max, Ultra Wide 
Camera – ISO 160, 1/120 s, 14mm f2.4, 12 MP

Phil says: “I was trying to capture a dark silhouette with 
minimal lighting from the windows in the northwest corridor 
stairwell by Mr. Morris’s room. I used Billy Gilmore as my 
model for the photo. I hope you enjoy.” 
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GUMMY WORM LAB 
By: James Noviello, Harper Kinch, Sadye Colao, 

Derek Rowlands,and Natalya DePace 
 The sixth-grade class of 2022 did a gummy worm lab. We 

measured the length and the mass of our gummy worm. We 
did this experiment in the month of October in our science 
class. The whole 6th grade class was split into groups of two 
in our classroom. We did our experiment to understand the 
independent variables and how they affect science experiments. 
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The 5-12 Bands and Choirs have had a busy few months! In 
October, 8-12 Band marched in the Halloween Parade. Also in 
October, 5th grade students started learning band instruments 
and they have been tearing through lesson material; they are a very 
musical group! In November, 5-7 Chorus, 8-12 Chorus, and 8-12 
Band performed for the Veterans Day Ceremony. In December, 
8-12 Band played for the Winter Sports Pep Rally, students in 
band and choir sang some songs in the Christmas parade line-up, 
a small group of 8-12 Band students provided festive music at a 
Senior Meal at the firehall, and 5-12 Bands and Choirs had their 
winter concert. We are so proud of all that these students have 
accomplished in a short amount of time.

Looking ahead, 5-12 has a Pops Concert on March 9, with 
a snow date of March 14. Students in grades 8-12 MUST have 
BLACK pants or skirts for this concert, as they will be wearing 
shirts provided by the school for this concert.

9-12 Students and Mrs. Henderson play at the firehall.

8-12 Band marches for the Halloween Parade.

All County is taking place on March 17 and 18 at Delaware 
Academy. Our students that will be taking part in this fes-
tival are: 
Elementary Band: Sadye Colao, Kale’a Cicio, Riley Emerich, 

and Derek Rowlands
Jr. High Chorus: Skyler Barnes, Julia Dufton, Charley Furman 

and Braelyn Gilles
Sr. High Band: Walter Bivens, Raymon Bull, Calla Conklin, 

Stephanie Foote, Riley Furman, and Elizabeth Sherwood

MUSIC NOTES 

Combined Choir

5-7 Choir

6-7 Band

8-12 Choir

8-12 Band
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Thank you Ms. Ruoff for entering Mrs. Frisbee’s STEM Class in the Hess Truck Give Away. For the 3rd year in a row we are 
winners! This year’s truck is a flat bed with two Hot Rod racers. The curriculum that accompanied this year’s truck explores the 
Science of Speed. Students will learn about the principals of speed, velocity, inertia and friction related to driving, racing and 

track design, incorporating vehicle design and decoration.
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SPORTS PHYSICALS
All Students in 6th grade through 12th need a sports physical done by a medical provider to participate in school sports. We 
encourage everyone to get one done in case they decide to play sports mid-year. The school’s medical director, Dr. Denise 
Freeman, will perform sports physicals on those going into 8th, 10th, & 12th grades if desired in the spring. Students entering the 
other grades need a NYS Physical Exam performed by their primary care provider. The physical must be dated after September 
7, 2022 to be used for the 2023-2024 school year. Please contact the health office at 607-363-2105 if you have any questions.

The DCS Agricultural Club has been working hard at building a chicken coop to house the chicks 
that recently just hatched in the 6th grade classroom.
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ICE SKATING RINK IS OPEN FOR USE
(when completely frozen) after school hours, weekends, and days school is closed.

Please do not attempt to skate if there is any sign that the ice isn’t frozen solid. 
Skating is at your own risk.

There are hockey sticks, pucks, walkers (to help with learning),
and skates (limited sizes) available to borrow. 
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4th & 5th grade 
Health Class 

is studying the 
Digestive System. 
Digestion starts 

in the mouth and 
also inspired a 
healthy snack.

Pancake Art in Home and Career Skills Class

Making Norwegian 
Fry Cookies in 

Mrs. Derick’s Food 
Prep Class.

Students began the week 
by learning about choices of 
fats (salted or unsalted butter, 
mayonnaise, etc.) and how 
each reacts differently when 
exposed to heat. They made 
choices about breads and 
heating sources then practiced 
toasting their bread. 

The next decision was 
choosing from a variety of cheeses, learning about melting 
points and f lavors. 

Finally, students learned about plating and presenting their 
sandwiches. Students thought about garnishes, ways to cut their 
sandwich, plate colors and sizes.

Once students had their "recipe" they had 30 minutes to make 
and plate their sandwich for judging. Sitting in as judges were 
Ms. Baldauf, Mrs. Champlin, and Mr. Keesler

All students received high marks for their work with Avery 
Howard scoring the highest with sharp and mild cheddar on a 
white bread. Coming in second was Zoie Norton with a cheese 
and chili oil sandwich.

8TH GRADE HOME AND CAREER SKILLS CLASS 
HOLDS "GRILLED CHEESE COOK-OFF"
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PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
There will be a Kindergarten registration on Wednesday, May 10 (students are already in school so parents do NOT need 

to attend). Any needed paperwork will go home with your student. If you are new to the district and would like your child 
in Kindergarten next year; please contact the school for more information (607-363-2100).

There will be a Pre-K registration on Thursday, May 11. Children turning four on/before December 1st may be enrolled 
in Pre-K. If you are new to the district OR your child is NOT enrolled in the F.I.R.S.T. Program at school, please contact 
Mrs. Jody Reed for more information. (607 363 2100. Paperwork will be sent home to children who are on our census report."

Additionally; students who turn two or three before September 1 may be enrolled in our Families Into Reading Succeed 
Together (F.I.R.S.T. Program). Paperwork will be sent/mailed home for all eligible students. Please contact the school if you 
are interested and did not receive the needed paperwork. All paperwork should be handed in to Mrs. Jody Reed by June 16.

Pre-K enjoyed exploding a snowman experiment. Baking soda was put in a paper towel then inserted into a plastic bag. Next 
vinegar was added and the bag was quickly sealed. The student anxiously waited as the bag expanded and then popped! 

Special thanks to Mrs. Green (6th grade) for the donation of safety googles for all our experiments.

The Pre-K has been learning about Animals in Winter. They explored hibernation, migration and adaptations. 
They compared how humans and animals prepare for winter. With this they learned that some animals (especially 
those in the artic) rely on blubber to keep them warm. To gain a better understanding of this, PreK students felt ice 

cold water with their unprotected hand, and then they each took a turn putting their hand in a bag of “blubber” 
(Crisco) and felt the water again, this time, the water didn’t feel as cold.
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CURRENT & UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Open Fitness Center:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

6 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Community Fitness Classes:  Monday’s 5:15 p.m. 

& 6:10 p.m.
Feb. 24 .......................................  Read and Rec Night 

5 p.m.-7 p.m. K-3rd Grade
Feb. 27 ....................................... BOE Meeting 6:30 p.m.
March 9 ..................................... Pops Concert 7 p.m.
March 17 – 18 ........................... All County Music Festival
March 17 ...............................  NO SCHOOL 

(Staff Development Day)
March 24 ...................................  Read and Rec Night 5 p.m.-7 

p.m. 4-6 Grade
March 27 ...................................  BOE Meeting 6:30 p.m.
April 3 – 10 ............................  NO SCHOOL 

(Spring Break)
April 4 .......................................  Community Egg Hunt 
April 19 – 26 .............................   NY State Testing 

(ELA 3rd-8th)
April 21 & 22 ............................  Drama Club Production 

(4/21 7 p.m. & 4/22 2 p.m.)

May 2 – 9 ...................................  NY State Testing 
(Math 3rd-8th)

May 10 ....................................... Kindergarten Registration 
May 11 ....................................... PreK Registration
May 12 – 13th ...........................  NYSSMA Solo Festival
May 16 .......................................  Annual Budget Vote and 

Election
May 16 .......................................  Spring Concert 7 p.m.
May 22 ....................................... BOE Meeting 6:30 p.m.
May 29 ...................................  NO SCHOOL— 

Memorial Day
May 29 .......................................  Memorial Day Parade 

10 a.m.
May 30 – June 5 ........................  NY State Testing (Science)
June 1 ......................................... Music Awards 7 p.m.
June 2 ......................................... High School Field Day
June 14 – 22............................... Regents Exams
June 19 ..................................  NO SCHOOL (Juneteenth)
June 23 ....................................... Graduation
June 23 ....................................... Last Day of School 
June 26 ....................................... BOE Meeting

TIME IS TICKING FOR TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS
GET MORE STARS WITH BONUSES!

1) RACE TO THE FINISH
Earn a bonus of 50,000 stars for your school by using the hashtag #pricechoppertfs when you post the copy below on social media. 

Simply post this copy on your school Facebook page, website or in a newsletter to encourage potential supporters to sign up online 
and share enrollment information with their family, friends, and neighbors:

Kick off the New Year by supporting our school every time you shop at Price Chopper or Market 32! Simply enroll your AdvantEdge 
card at rewards.pricechopper.com and when you shop, you earn stars for our school. When you create an online rewards account, 
you can earn 2x the stars for our school! Those stars help us get needed educational equipment from our share of this yeaŕ s $400,000 
promotion.

Remember to send screenshots to info@pricechoppertfs.com to be eligible for bonuses.
 2) BRANCH OUT TO NEW SUPPORTERS AND EARN EVEN MORE POINTS!
Alert your families and supporters to the opportunity for helping you earn even more stars! Increase your supporters by 25% and 

earn your school 50,000 stars! Now that’s the way to start off 2023!
Simply post this copy on your school Facebook page, website or in its newsletter to encourage potential supporters to sign up 

online and share enrollment info with their family, friends and neighbors:

Kick off the New Year by supporting our school every time you shop at Price Chopper or Market 32! Simply enroll your AdvantEdge 
card at rewards.pricechopper.com and when you shop, you earn stars for our school. When you create an online rewards account, you 
can earn 2x the stars for our school! Those stars help us get needed educational equipment from our share of this yeaŕ s $400,000 
promotion.

Downsville Central School code is 39838 – for anyone not signed up at Price Chopper!
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SEX OFFENDER NOTIFICATIONS
Delaware County Sheriff 's Office • Craig S. DuMond • 280 Phoebe Lane – Suite One, Delhi, New York 13753

607-832-5555
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2023 COLCHESTER, NEW YORK 
MILITARY TRIBUTE BANNER PROGRAM

HOSTED BY THE COLCHESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
Honoring our residents’ beloved Veterans, Active-Duty, Reserve, and National Guard members with 

these beautiful military banners displayed throughout the Town of Colchester. 
This is our way of saying "Thank You" to the brave men and women of our great United States military.

Beautiful Full-Color Banner Honoring Your Hero  •  Attractive 24"x48" Patriotic Design
Honoree's Photo & Basic Military Information Displayed  •  Family or Business Name Printed on Bannery 

~ DISPLAY PERIOD ~
Memorial Day through Veterans Day 2023

(Exact dates subject to change without notification.)
~ DISPLAY LOCATION ~

Displayed in various locations throughout the Town of Colchester
 For additional details, please contact:

CAROL CONKLIN
colchesternychamber@gmail.com


