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So many creative displays! Scarecrows done by office staff, 
teachers, students, and even the Board of Education. 

Scarecrow Contest
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All Downsville Central School Board 
of Education Meeting Minutes are 

available on the DCS website. Click 
on the BOARD OF EDUCATION page 

under the DISTRICT Tab

FROM THE ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL

Hello Downsville Families, 
I want to start by saying thank you to the staff, students, par-

ents, and community for a great first month of school. Students 
and teachers continue to work hard and are excited for the new 
school year. It is great to see all the smiling faces back in the 
building. The administration would like to thank everyone for 
coming out and supporting the welcome back party as well. 

There are many new and exciting ways to interact and reach 
out to staff. DCS uses the Remind app for communication 
notifications and reminders for all classes, clubs, and athletics.  
You can download the Remind app from the app store or go to 
www.remind.com to sign up. Signing up is easy, just search for 
Downsville Central School to see the classes listed or contact your 
child’s teacher and/or coach for their group code. 

To join the DCS athletics Remind group, text @a89edeg to 
81010 to get the most up-to-date sports information. 

Additionally, remember to frequently check your students’ 
grades and assignments on Schooltool. If you do not have login 
information, please reach out to Ms. Menke in the guidance office 
and she will be able to set you up with an account.

Burt Reed
DCS Assistant Principal/Athletic Director

HEALTH SCREENINGS  
AT SCHOOL

Here in the Health Office we provide 
screenings and services that support your 
child’s academic success by promoting 
health in the school setting. One way that 
we provide care for your child is by per-
forming the health screenings required by 
the State of New York. During this school 
year, the following screenings will be com-
pleted at school:

VISION

Distance and near acuity for all newly entering students and 
students in Pre- K, Grades 1, 3, 5, 7, and 11. 

Color perception screening for all newly entering students.
HEARING

Hearing screening for all newly entering students and students 
in Pre-K, Grades 1, 3, 5, 7, and 11.
SCOLIOSIS

Scoliosis (spinal curvature) screening for all boys in 9th grade 
and all girls in 5th and 7th grades.

A letter will be sent home if there are any findings on the 
screening done at school that would cause concern or need 
follow–up. Please call the Health Office if you have any questions 
or concerns at 363-2120.

Wishing a Happy Retirement to 
Thelma Hujus and Steve Dechow 

MOOLA'S BACK!
D ow n s v i l le  C ent r a l ’s 

canine comforter and study 
buddy is back on the job! 
Last year was Reading with 
Moola, this year the elemen-
tary classes will be able to have 
Math with Moola! He will also 
be available through guidance 
for any students who need his 
unconditional support. 

SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION WEEK WAS 
OCTOBER 17-21

THANK YOU DCS BOARD OF EDUCATION!

Brian LaTourette, President; Richard Bell, Vice President; 
Gary Champlin, Chairman; Chris Towsley, Member;  

Jeremy Jenkusky, Member
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WELCOME TO DOWNSVILLE!
JOSH FISHER

Hi, my name is Josh Fisher, I am 
from Walton. I am the new PE teacher 
at Downsville Central School and will 
be coaching basketball this year. I got 
my physical education degree at SUNY 
Cortland. I have always had a love for 
games and sports and that has translated 
into adulthood. In my free time I love 
to play golf, spend time with family and 
friends, travel and more.

TAYLOR WILMS
Hello! My name is Taylor Wilms, the 

new K-2 ELA and Math Support. I am very 
excited to begin working with the DCS 
students and staff. I was born and raised 
in a small town in Ohio and just recently 
graduated from Elmira College with a B.S. 
in Elementary Education. This town is 
very warm and inviting, it makes me feel at 
home while being in a completely different 
state. I can’t wait to continue to grow and 
create a future for myself in Downsville.
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WINDOW PROJECT VOTE
October 25, 2022
Dear Resident of the Downsville Central School District;

On December 16, 2022, the Downsville Central School District will be conducting a vote on two propositions in relation to 
the current window project. The history and details of the propositions are outlined below:
• In May of 2018, voters approved a building project for $2,854,961.09 for renovations and restoration work to the existing school 

building which included window replacements. Also included were a greenhouse and generator for the bus garage. The project 
was approved 87 yes – 20 no. The project was funded fully from the Capital Reserve Fund.

• After the competitive bids were received and reviewed, it was determined that the total cost for everything listed in the project 
was beyond the available funds. Therefore, it was determined the window component and the generator for the bus garage 
would not be done as anticipated. The capital reserve funds were used as follows:

 • To remove asbestos from 10 classrooms and renovate them with new f loors, ceilings, lighting, teaching walls and cabinetry. 
 • A large portion of the exterior masonry restoration was completed. 
 • Exterior doors near the nurse’s office, principal’s office cafeteria and baseball field were replaced. 
 • The family consumer science classroom and kitchen were completely renovated. 
 • The building water heaters and water softeners were upgraded. 
 • The greenhouse was constructed. 

In 2021, the District was awarded money as part of the American Rescue Plan. One of the allowable uses was window replace-
ment. The district worked with the architects, engineers, and construction managers and received approval from the State to use 
$1,049,000 towards window replacement. Those funds coupled with the remaining capital reserve funds that were unspent from 
the prior project and $200,000 in the General Fund budget left the District with a budget of $1,585,448.35. The competitive bids 
for this portion of the project allowed the district to replace 75% of the windows in the building. 

This work has recently begun. As the project has progressed, several unseen conditions have become evident that will require 
additional expense. Those conditions are as follows:
 • Deteriorated lintels above the west-facing windows in the 1970’s wing
 • Additional masonry work required as a part of the lintel replacement
 • Additional trim to cover gaps in bluestone sills that were previously not visible
 • Additional asbestos abatement due to the lintel replacement. 

As a result, the first proposition is to use $396,000 from the Capital Reserve to pay for the replacement of the deteriorated 
lintels, asbestos abatement, additional masonry work, and additional trim. This will ensure that the current project can be fully 
completed with windows that are structurally sound and energy efficient. 

The second proposition is to use of $604,000 from Capital Reserve and $200,000 from the General Fund’s unappropriated 
fund balance to replace the remaining 25% of the windows. These windows are the east-facing windows (band, chorus, and 
home economics rooms on the top f loor, the faculty room, PreK, and Kindergarten classrooms on the first f loor, and the art and 
technology classrooms in the basement).

The photographs below and on the next page depict some of the conditions that have been discovered that need repair as well 
as some of the new windows that have been installed.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 607-363-2100 Sincerely
Rob Rhinehart
Superintendent

Deteriorating Lintel Deteriorating Lintel
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Gaps in Bluestone sill

Exterior—New windows top, old windows bottom

Interior view of new windows
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ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT 
(AHERA) 

Dear Parent, Guardian, and School Staff: 
 
New York State Education Law Section 409-H, effective July l, 2001, requires all public and non-public 

elementary and secondary schools to provide written notification to all persons in parental relation, faculty, 
and staff regarding the potential use of pesticides periodically throughout the school year. 

 
The Downsville Central School District is required to maintain a list of persons in parental relation, 

faculty, and staff who wish to receive 48-hour prior written notification of certain pesticide applications. The 
following pesticide applications are not subject to prior notification requirements:  

 A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72-hours following an application;  
 Anti-microbial products; 
 Non-volatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children; 
 Non-volatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children; 
 Silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or gels in areas inaccessible to children;  

Boric acid and disodium octaborate tetrahydrate;   
 The applications of EPA designated biopesticides;  The application of EPA designated exempt 

materials under 40CFR152.25•,        
 The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 fluid ounces or less when used to 

protect individuals from and imminent threat from stinging and biting insects including venomous 
spiders, bees, wasps, and hornets. 

 
In the event of an emergency application necessary to protect against an imminent threat to human health, 

a good faith effort will be made to supply written notification to those on the 48-hour prior notification list. 
If you want to receive 48-hour prior notification of pesticide applications that are scheduled to occur in your 
school, please complete the form at the bottom of this page and return it to Mr. Ryan Vogler, Director Of 
Facilities, PO Box J, Downsville, NY 13755. If you have any questions, please call 607-363-2121. 

 
 

PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION
Dear Parent, Guardian, and School Staff: 
New York State Education Law Section 409-H, effective July l, 

2001, requires all public and non-public elementary and secondary 
schools to provide written notification to all persons in parental 
relation, faculty, and staff regarding the potential use of pesticides 
periodically throughout the school year. 

The Downsville Central School District is required to maintain 
a list of persons in parental relation, faculty, and staff who wish 
to receive 48-hour prior written notification of certain pesticide 
applications. The following pesticide applications are not subject 
to prior notification requirements:
• A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72-hours fol-

lowing an application;
• Anti-microbial products;
• Non-volatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in 

areas inaccessible to children;
• Non-volatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations 

in areas inaccessible to children;

In 1986, Congress passed the Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA). The law requires that all school buildings 
be inspected to certify any asbestos containing building materi-
als. That law further requires the development of a Management 
Plan, based on the findings of the inspection, which outlines our 
intent in controlling the potential for exposure to asbestos fibers 
in our buildings. Virtually any building built before the late 1970's 
contains at least some asbestos in pipe insulation and structural 
surroundings. We too have areas of the older sections of our build-
ings that contain asbestos materials. The primary concern arises 
when these materials begin to deteriorate or become damaged. 

The original AHERA inspection of our buildings took place 
during the 1988-89 school years. At that time the condition of 
all asbestos containing materials was assessed. Since then, appro-
priate response actions have been taken to ensure that asbestos is 
maintained in good condition. 

A periodic surveillance of each building has occurred every 
six months since the original inspection. Additionally, formal 
re-inspections were completed in all affected buildings every 
three years since the original inspection. Copies of these reports 
are on file in the Office of the Director of Facilities. 

In accordance with regulations of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the school district is required to notify 
parents, guardians, teachers and other employees each year of the 
availability of the Asbestos Management Plans and the response 
actions we are taking to maintain asbestos containing materials 
in our schools. Custodians and maintenance workers have been 
instructed on the health effects of asbestos and the importance of 
maintaining the material in good condition during their normal 
day to day activities. 

Anyone who wishes to review the Asbestos Management Plan, 
is asked to contact the Superintendent's office for arrangements 
to do so.

• Silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or 
gels in areas inaccessible to children; Boric acid and disodium 
octaborate tetrahydrate;

• The applications of EPA designated biopesticides;  The applica-
tion of EPA designated exempt materials under 40CFR152.25;

• The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers 
of 18 fluid ounces or less when used to protect individuals from 
and imminent threat from stinging and biting insects including 
venomous spiders, bees, wasps, and hornets.
In the event of an emergency application necessary to protect 

against an imminent threat to human health, a good faith effort 
will be made to supply written notification to those on the 48-hour 
prior notification list. If you want to receive 48-hour prior noti-
fication of pesticide applications that are scheduled to occur in 
your school, please complete the form at the bottom of this page 
and return it to Mr. Ryan Vogler, Director Of Facilities, PO Box 
J, Downsville, NY 13755. If you have any questions, please call 
607-363-2121.
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SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS
Students in Mrs. Erwin’s fifth grade science class conducted 

four experiments to see if they could make it rain! They used a 
model ocean in a dixie cup and a model sky as the clear plastic cup. 
Students tested different hypotheses to see what the temperature 
of the ocean and sky must be in order to create condensation and 
make it rain.

They used cold water (blue) and hot water (red) to test each 
scenario. They took their findings and were able to conclude that 
when the ocean temperature is warm (red), liquid water turns 
to water vapor and evaporates into the atmosphere. When the 
atmosphere is cool (blue) the water vapor turns back to a liquid, 
called condensation, and falls from the sky as rain!

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR FRIDAY 

PROGRAM AWARD 

RECIPIENTS
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SUMMER PROGRAM—ELA VOCABULARY FUN IN THE SUN
The DCS Summer Program provided vocabulary enrich-

ment for many students in grades 3rd through 5th. The first 10 
vocabulary words from Units 1-5 of their ELA curriculum were 
selected and taught to the students during the 4 weeks of the 
summer program. The students not only learned how to spell 
the words and define them, they also built them with sticks and 
stones gathered from a nature walk, and they had many chances 

to “eat” their words after spelling them correctly using frosting 
on graham crackers.

Pre-teaching them the content vocabulary words is proving 
very helpful as they dive into their ELA curriculum this Fall. 
We are thankful for the opportunity to learn together during 
the summer.

Excellent 
Work!
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Be smart

internet
on
the

MEETING

ACCEPTING

RELIABLE

TELL

Keep safe by being careful not to give out per-
sonal information when chatting or posting online. 
Personal information includes your email address, 
phone number and password.

Meeting someone you have only 
been in touch with online can be 

dangerous. Only do so with your parents’ or carers’ permission 
and even then only when they can be present. Remember online 
friends are still strangers even if you have been talking to them 
a long time.

Accepting emails, IM mes-
sages, or opening files, 

pictures or texts from people you don’t know or trust can lead to 
problems—they may contain viruses or nasty messages!

Someone online might lie about 
who they are, and information 

on the internet may not be true. Always check information with 
other websites, books or someone who knows.

Tell your parent, carer or a trusted adult if someone 
or something makes you feel uncomfortable or 

worried, or if you or someone you know is being bullied online.

SAFE

www.childnet.com

s
m
a
r
t
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VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP
Mrs. Green’s Sixth Grade Class went on a virtual field trip using BOCES VR Robotics Lab. Students have been learning about 

geography and the physical landscape of the world. Using the VR program students traveled to explore the landscape of Iceland, 
Ecuador, Greece, The Himalayas, Cheddar Gorge, and Anumas Abyss.

Take a 
Trip with 
VR!
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DCS SOCCER SENIORS
Congratulations Courtney, Mckenzy, Kaden, and Gavin

CLASS OF 2024 STUDENTS DOING 
COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEER 

HOURS AT THE BEST DAM 5K
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SPIDERS!
Mrs. Frisbee’s PreK, 1st grade, & 3rd grade STEM Classes 

learned about spiders in October. Mrs. Frisbee read some inter-
esting facts about spiders written by Gail Gibbons and then all 
3 classes went on a spider web hunt. Pre-K problem solved for 
the “Itsy Bitsy Spider” and weaved her a new web (as it seems 
hers kept getting washed away by the waterspout). 3rd grade 
did some research on various kinds of spiders. We learned that 
“daddy long legs” are not spiders, they are more closely related 
to a Scorpion. Ask a third grader for some other interesting facts 
that they learned.
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SANTA’S HELPERS
DCS IS EXCITED TO HELP COORDINATE “SANTA’S HELPERS”  

PROGRAM AGAIN THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON.
TO DONATE:

Monetary Donations: If you would like to 
make a monetary donation, please make
your check out to the Downsville Support Staff 
and note it is for Santa’s Helpers. You
can drop it off at school or mail it to:
Santa’s Helpers
Attn: Sarah Hood
PO Box J
Downsville NY 13755
Gift Donations: We graciously will accept 
donations of toys/clothes or money to help
ensure all children in our district have a gift 
this Christmas. Drop-off can be done at the
school front lobby.
Sponsor: If you would like to “Sponsor” a recipient and purchase specific requested items for a child, contact Sarah Hood in the 
Principal’s office at 363-2111. You will then be given clothing sizes and/or a child’s wish list.

TO RECEIVE:
Eligibility for the program is for any children up to the age of 18 that are residing in the Downsville Central School District. If 
you would like a gift for your child(ren), please complete this form and return it to Mrs. Hood in the Principal’s Office 
NO LATER than Tuesday, November 22, 2022.

Thank You for your support of this worthwhile program and to help make a child’s Christmas a little merrier!

Parent/Guardian Name:  _____________________________________ Phone #:  ______________________________________

Child's Name _______________________________________________  Gender: ______  Age: ______  Clothing Size: _______

Shoe Size: _______  Winter Clothes/Gear __________________  Toy wish: ________________________________________

Additional children:

Child's Name _______________________________________________  Gender: ______  Age: ______  Clothing Size: _______

Shoe Size: _______  Winter Clothes/Gear __________________  Toy wish: ________________________________________

Child's Name _______________________________________________  Gender: ______  Age: ______  Clothing Size: _______

Shoe Size: _______  Winter Clothes/Gear __________________  Toy wish: ________________________________________

Child's Name _______________________________________________  Gender: ______  Age: ______  Clothing Size: _______

Shoe Size: _______  Winter Clothes/Gear __________________  Toy wish: ________________________________________
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Help our school earn FREE 
Educational Equipment! 

Price Chopper / Market 32 has proudly donated over $14 million worth 
of educational equipment to make a positive impact on local schools!

Sign up to earn for our school at rewards.pricechopper.com. 

August 21, 2022 - February 18, 2023
Each time your shop from August 21, 2022 - February 18, 2023, our school will earn stars towards free educational 
equipment, donated by Price Chopper / Market 32! You can also help by donating your AdvantEdge Rewards Points to 
our school within the digital platform. Price Chopper will match all donated AdvantEdge Rewards Points donations up 
to $35,000! If you create a Price Chopper online account after signing up for Tools for Schools, you will earn 2x stars for 
our school.

Step 1) 
Click on the “Tools for 
Schools” icon 
at rewards.
pricechopper.com

Step 2) 
Click on 
“Select Your School”

Step 3) 
Search and find 
your school   

Step 4) 
Select and confirm 
your school 

Step 5) 
Shop at Price 
Chopper / Market 32 
to automatically earn 
stars for your school. 
(optional) Create a Price 
Chopper online account 
to earn 2x stars.

Step 6) 
Monitor your progress 
online. 
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DOWNLOAD THE  
REMIND APP.

Remind is a FREE text messaging app for better classroom 
communication with parents/guardians. 
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Current Resident or 

ECRWSS
Postal Patron

Please join us for our
Veterans Day Ceremony

All Veterans and community 
members welcome!

Thursday, November 10 at 1:30 PM
in the  

Downsville Central School Gymnasium
to honor our local veterans

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER

 10 Veterans Day Ceremony, 1:30 p.m.
 11 No School—Veterans Day
 14 National Honor Society Blood Drive
 19 Winter Wonderland Photo Sessions 
 21-22 Early Dismissal—Parent/Teacher Conferences
 23-25 No School—Thanksgiving Break
DECEMBER

 10 Christmas Parade of Lights, 4:00 p.m.
 22 ½ Day
 23-1/2 No School—Christmas Break
JANUARY

 16 No School- Martin Luther King, Jr Day

THANK YOU CUSTODIANS!

One of the important lessons taught in Pre-K is to be thankful. 
On October 2, students in our class presented a thanks, in the 
form of a poster, to our wonderful custodians.

We are so thankful to have such a beautiful, well-maintained 
school and grounds.

ATTENTION SENIORS! 
Keep checking for Scholarship Opportunities! Click the 

Students tab and then Scholarship Opportunities tab on the 
DCS Website

NATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY  

BLOOD DRIVE
NOVEMBER 14, 2022

DOWNSVILLE CENTRAL 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

INTEGRATION AND 
UTILIZATION 

Here at DCS we would LOVE to hear from our DCSD resi-
dents what you’d like to see at our school building. We would 
like to incorporate more utilization of our building and would 
like to hear from you! Open Gym, Corn Hole League, Makers 
Space, Fitness Classes, Craft Nights, etc. 

Please don’t hesitate to share your ideas! Email Shood@
dcseagles.org or call Sarah Hood at 363-2111


