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PURPOSE OF HANDBOOK OF COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 The purpose of the course description handbook is to inform the students and 

patrons of the scholastic offerings, policies, and requirements of graduation at Prairie 

View High School.  It is hoped that it will serve as a guide in planning a student’s course 

load throughout high school. 

 

 It seems impossible to write down all the details concerning enrollment although a 

concentrated effort has been made to give information on the most significant ones. 

 

 A genuine thank you goes to all of the people who helped make this guide a 

reality. 

 

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING SERVICES 

 

 The guidance office is located in the general office area at the front of the 

building.  The counselors help all students in the following ways: 

   

1. In educational planning—information about senior high elective 

subjects, business and trade school, colleges, and financial aid is 

available. 

 

2. In occupational planning—current references concerning occupations 

and complete files of information on various occupations are available. 

 

3. In understanding abilities and interests—scores made on school and 

college ability tests, tests of educational development, aptitude tests 

and interest inventories are interpreted to all students and their parents 

along with discussion of topics such as progress in school or out of 

school. 

 

 You are welcome to visit the guidance office for assistance with any questions 

you may have or to discuss anything that will help you get along in school or out of 

school.   

 

 Often student’s request counseling to discuss problems concerning adjustments to 

school, getting along with others, studies habits or selection of school courses. 

 

 Students may make an appointment with the counselors by dropping by their 

office before or after school, or between classes if time permits.   
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SELECTING A COURSE 

 

 It is wise to select the course of study, which best fits, your needs and follow this 

course through the four years of high school.  Students who try to follow an unplanned 

course could find themselves nearing the end of their four-year term without having the 

proper subject grouping and credit requirements.  Juniors and seniors should be 

especially careful in checking their credits with graduation requirements.  It is 

ultimately the responsibility of the student to ensure that they have all credits 

required for graduation.   

 

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING YOUR SCHEDULE 

 

 Following this section, you will find the requirements for graduation.  We would 

like to encourage everyone to give serious consideration to several factors as they plan a 

four-year course of study. 

 First, think of the high school experience as an opportunity to gain as much 

knowledge and experience as possible to help you prepare for your future.  If you do not 

plan to continue your formal education beyond high school then you should try to get as 

much out of school as possible while you are here.  If your plans are to pursue any type of 

post-secondary education, your high school courses must provide a solid foundation. 

 Second, think about each class you elect to take in light of how it will help you 

towards your goals for the years beyond high school.  Always strive to do more than just 

meet minimum requirements.   
 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT ATHLETES 
 

 Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic 

Association (NCAA), an organization founded in 1906 that has established rules on 

eligibility, recruiting and financial aid.  The NCAA has three membership divisions—

Division I, Division II, and Division III.  Institutions are members of one or another 

division according to the size and scope of their athletic programs and whether they 

provide athletic scholarships. 

 If you are planning to enroll in college as a freshman and you wish to participate 

in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the NCAA Initial-

Eligibility Clearinghouse.   

 It is your responsibility to make sure the Clearinghouse has the documents it 

needs to certify you.   An eligibility quick reference guide is on the next page and an 

eligibility workbook is available in the Counselor’s Office with more information.  

 

 

Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Association of 

Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA).  Most recently, the association opened the doors to the 

NAIA Eligibility Center, where prospective student-athletes are evaluated for academic 

and athletic eligibility. It delivers on our larger promise of integrity by leveling the 

playing field, guiding student-athlete success, and ensuring fair competition. Providing 

student-athletes a chance to connect with NAIA schools and coaches helps them make 

the best decision to prepare them for success in both college and athletics.  Ask your 

coach or counselor for guidance with playing sports in college. 

http://www.playnaia.org/?DB_OEM_ID=27900
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KANSAS REGENTS ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
To Get into Emporia, Fort Hays, Kansas State, Pittsburg, 

Kansas, Washburn, and Wichita 
(Qualified Admissions) 

 

 Beginning the fall semester of 2016, student applying to any of the six Kansas 

Regents Universities and Washburn must meet certain “Qualified Admissions” criteria.  

It is important that you and your family know and understand these requirements so you 

are ready for college when you graduate from high school.  Regularly review your 

educational plan with your counselor and parents to make sure you are on track.  

 

 To qualify for admission to any of the six Kansas Regents Universities and 

Washburn University, you must meet ALL of the following requirements: 

1. Complete the pre-college curriculum (state specified classes) with at least a 2.0 

grade point average  (GPA) on a 4.0 scale; AND 

2. Achieve an ACT score of 21 or above or 980 on SAT or rank in the top one-

third of your high school’s graduating class; KU ONLY >>24 ACT NEEDED 

IF 3.0 GPA OR 21 ACT NEEDED FOR 3.25 GPA; AND  

3. Achieve a 2.0 GPA or higher on any college credit classes taken in high school  

 

Pre-College curriculum listed below:  
English – 4 units Required 

 At least one unit of English or Language Arts must be taken each year of high 

school. 

 Beyond these requirements, students are encouraged to take courses in 

journalism, and/or speech and drama. 

 

Science – 3 units Required  

- Students must take three units chosen from the following courses. AT LEAST 

ONE UNIT MUST BE CHEMISTRY OR PHYSICS.  

- Earth Space Science 

- Biology; 

- Advanced Biology (Anatomy & Physiology, Organismal/Environment, or 

Human Biology/Forensic Science); 

- Chemistry; and/or 

- Physics  

 

Math – 4 units Required unless 22 on Math section of ACT.  Then only 3 Required. 

 Students must take one unit each of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry. 

 If Algebra I is taken in 8
th

 grade, an additional math must be taken in high 

school (ALGEBRA I TAKEN IN 8
TH

 GRADE WILL NOT COUNT). 

 Students are strongly encouraged to take a mathematics course every year of 

high school. 

 

Social Sciences – 3 units Required 

 Students must complete the following: 

- 1 unit of World Studies 

- 1 unit of U.S. History; 

- 1 unit of US Government; 
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 Fine Art – 1 unit Required 

    Students must complete at least one of the following: 
-    1 unit of Fine Art (Art, Band, Vocal, or Speech and Drama) 

 
 Electives – 3 units Required 

    Students must complete at least two units from the following areas: 
-    Vocational Classes (Agriculture, Business, Culinary, Construction, Drafting); 
-    Journalism; 
-    Foreign Language (Spanish or French); 
-    Extra Science Classes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF KANSAS 
SCHOLAR PROGRAM QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 These courses are required if a student wishes to apply for a State of Kansas 

Scholarship, as well as specific GPA and ACT test scores, which vary from year to year. 

 

English  Four years of composition and grammar to include content in 

literature and speech. 

 

Mathematics Four years: two years of Algebra, one year of Geometry and one 

semester of Pre-Calculus and one semester of Trigonometry.  (8
th

 

grade Algebra may count but it is still recommended for take math 

all four years in high school) 

 

Social Studies Three years: one year of World History, one year of American 

History, one year of US Government/Economics. 

 

Natural Science Three units of science which must be Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics 

 

Foreign Language Two years of foreign language (must be the same language). 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

General Requirements 

  The State Department of Education rates Prairie View High School as a 

“comprehensive” school.  The following minimum amount of work is required for 

graduation. 

  

  

 Graduating Class of 2017 and beyond – Graduation Requirements 

 

1. Twenty-four (24) units of high school work. 

2. Four (4) units of Language Arts.   

3. Three (3) units of Social Science (including World Studies, American 

History & US  Government) 

4. Three (3) units of Math.  All students are required to take an approved math 

course during their freshmen, sophomore and junior years. 

5. Three (3) units of Laboratory Science (Earth Space Science and Biology 

required). 

6. 1 unit of Health and Physical Education 

7. 1 unit Personal Finance (12
th

 Grade) 

8. One (1) unit of Fine Arts (art, band, vocal, or speech and drama) 

9. Classes from any eight and a half (8.5) of the following nine (9) areas of 

study: English, Mathematics, Social Science, Science, Fine Arts, Business 

Education, Vocational Education, Practical Arts, & Physical Education. 

 

 

STUDENT CLASSIFICATION 

 

  Listed below are “minimum” requirements to be classified in each division: 

      

     Sophomore……..5 units 

     Junior………….11 units 

     Senior………….17 units 

 

 NOTE:  The class function you will be allowed to attend will be consistent with the 

number of credits earned. 

 

  To be Valedictorian or salutatory of a graduating class, a student must spend the 

entire graduation year in our school system (no early graduates). 
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SENIORS ONLY 
EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM – Must Be Approved By Parents & Principal 

 

  In order for a student to be released before the end of his senior year the 

following requirements must be fulfilled: 

1. All requirements must be fulfilled. 

2. Parents must write a letter giving their permission for early graduation. 

3. The student must apply by May 1st.  (Before the beginning of their senior 

year). 

4. The student must qualify under one of the following. 

a. Employment – have a job to go to after graduation. 

b. Enter the service 

c. Continuing Education 

d. Married & Special Students. 

5. The administration or Board of Education must approve applications. 

6. Application forms are available from the counselors. 

 

WORK RELEASE PROGRAM - Must Be Approved By Parents & Principal 
 

  Students employment can be useful both from an educational and financial 

standpoint.  These qualifications must be met before seniors are released from school for 

time to assume a job: 

1. Applications must be approved by the administration before the beginning 

of each semester.  Applications submitted during the semester will be 

considered on an individual basis and must not adversely affect the 

schedule. 

2. Jobs must be approved employment during school hours, which will last 

throughout the school year. 

3. Students must have written application to the administration for a work 

release. 

4. Parents must sign a statement giving their permission. 

5. Employers must sign a statement of intent to hire said student and must 

agree to notify school authorities of any major problems, especially 

excessive absenteeism. 

6. Application forms are available from the counselors. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR EARLY GRADUATION AND WORK RELEASE 
 

1. To be eligible for extra-curricular activities (including senior trip) a 

student must take a minimum of five subjects on a daily basis. 

2. If a student terminates his classes at the end of the first semester (January), 

he will be permitted to attend the prom but not the senior trip. 
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
  On the following page, the Program Planning Schedule is provided to help you 

organize your schedule for the entire high school program.  If you need assistance in 

planning your schedule, contact your counselor. 
 

Prairie View High School 

4 Year Plan 

Name: _______________________________________  Date: _____________ 

Freshmen      Sophomore 

Required      Required 

 

____ English 9 or Adv. English 9   _____ English 10 or Adv. English 10 

 

____ Earth Space Science    _____ Biology 

 

____ Health/PE     _____ American History  

 

____ Math Selection ______________  _____ Math Selection ___________ 

   

Electives      Electives 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

 

TOTAL CREDITS FOR YEAR ____  TOTAL CREDITS FOR YEAR ___ 

       OVERALL CREDITS _____ 

 

Junior       Senior 

Required      Required 

 

____ English 11 or Adv. English 11   _____ English 12 or Adv. English 12 

 

____ US Government     _____ Personal Finance 

 

____ Math Selection ______________  _____ Science _________________ 

             (If not taken Junior Year) 

____ Science Selection ______________ 

_____ World Studies  

      (If graduating 2019) 

Electives      Electives 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

_________________________   ______________________________ 

       ______________________________ 

 

TOTAL CREDITS FOR YEAR ____  TOTAL CREDITS FOR YEAR ___ 

OVERALL CREDITS _____    OVERALL CREDITS _____ 

KS SCHOLARS _______   

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:  ________________________________    
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 
 

BUSINESS ESSENTIALS    
Grade: 9-12   .5 unit credit     

Students will develop an understanding of how academic skills in mathematics, 

economics, and written and oral communications are integral components to success in 

business. Students will learn about different types of business ownership, determine how 

resources should be managed to achieve company goals, and identify employability and 

personal skills needed to obtain a career and be successful in the workplace. 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

Grade: 12   1 unit credit  

This is a required course for seniors and as such it will be a challenging course to help 

prepare seniors for their future. Whether you plan to graduate and attend college or a 

trade school, join the military, or enter the work force you need to be prepared to manage 

your money instead of letting it control you, and what you learn in this course will help. 

Some of the classes you take in high school will not affect you beyond these walls. That 

is not the case for this course. What you learn in this class, you will use every day for the 

rest or your life. In this course students will learn money management in the areas of 

savings, budgeting, investing, retirement, consumer awareness, insurance, careers and 

taxes, and more. Along with money management students will take interest/ability 

inventories, explore colleges and careers, and complete scholarships, employment 

documents (cover letters, resumes, and reference sheets), as well as learn and implement 

job interview skills. 

 

ACCOUNTING 1 – INDEPENDENT STUDY 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Business Essentials 

Accounting courses introduce and expand upon the fundamental accounting principles 

and procedures used in businesses. Course content typically includes the full accounting 

cycle, payroll, taxes, debts, depreciation, ledger and journal techniques, and periodic 

adjustments. Students may learn how to apply standard auditing principles and to prepare 

budgets and final reports. Calculators, electronic spreadsheets, or other automated tools 

are usually used. Advanced topics may include elementary principles of partnership and 

corporate accounting and the managerial uses of control systems and the accounting 

process. This course is taught online through a local community college. 

 

ADVANCED ACCOUNTING – INDEPENDENT STUDY 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Accounting 1 

Advanced Accounting courses expand upon the foundational accounting principles and 

procedures used in business. Course content typically includes the full accounting cycle, 

payroll, taxes, debts, depreciation, ledger and journal techniques, and periodic 

adjustments. Students learn how to apply standard auditing principles and to prepare 

budgets and final reports. Calculators, electronic spreadsheets, and other automated tools 

are usually used. Topics may include elementary principles of partnership and corporate 

accounting and the managerial uses of control systems and the accounting process and 

further enhancement of accounting skills. This course is taught online through a local 

community college. 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Grade: 10 – 12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Business Essentials 

Join The PossibiliTEEs Shirt Shop design and marketing team! This is the class that 

designs and makes T-shirts and other apparel. Entrepreneurship will acquaint students 

with the knowledge and skills necessary to own and operate their own businesses. Make a 

business plan for your dream business! Topics from several fields typically form the 

course content: economics, marketing principles, human relations and psychology, 

business and labor law, legal rights and responsibilities of ownership, business and 

financial planning, finance and accounting, and communication. 
 

 

APPLIED BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit 

Prerequisite: Business Essentials & Entrepreneurship 

This class is the next step after Entrepreneurship. Much of the content is the same; 

however the practices are more managerial. In this class you will help to teach the 

Entrepreneurship students about the practices of the T-shirt shop, as well as, organize, 

coordinate, and supervise orders as they come. 

 
INDUSTRIAL ARTS & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 

INTRODUCTION TO INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

Grade: 9-12   .5 unit credit   

This is the first course of four that are available to prepare students to work in the field of 

construction. Crossland Construction will be working with us to certify that students are 

prepared to work after the training is complete. With each subject we study students will 

obtain certification which will allow them to hire on with any contractor affiliated with 

NCCER at a higher starting wage than someone without the training. This course is 

required for all the upper level construction courses. Subjects for this course include: 

Safety, hand tools, power tools, construction math, communications, and leadership. The 

remaining courses in the sequence will be dealing with concrete, framing, electrical, 

plumbing, management, etc. This is a great opportunity for anyone looking to work in 

construction.  This course is required if you plan on taking any of the other 

construction or drafting courses.   Special Note: Students may elect to take this 

course for 3 hour college credit through Fort Scott Community College (CNT1013 

Introductory Craft Skills) after 9 hours completed.  Pay for class at FSCC when 

enrolled full time there. 
 

DRAFTING 
Grade: 9-12   .5 unit credit   

This is an entry level course for design and drafting. Students will be learning the basics 

of sketching, reading plans, and drawing plans.  This course is required if you plan on 

taking any of the other construction or drafting courses. 
 

DRAFTING/CAD  

Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Drafting 

This course builds on the design techniques from drafting and allows students to work in 

2-D and 3-D CAD.  Students my work in their areas of interest whether they be 

architectural, mechanical, or civil types of drawings.  We have some very powerful CAD 

programs that are industry standard type.  This course will prepare you quite well for 

college or vo-tech in any drafting field. 



Page 12 of 33 

 

RESEARCH AND DESIGN FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION 

Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Drafting/CAD 

This course allows a student to focus in on designing a real –life project.  Students will 

design items that they may wish to build or do designing products that others would 

request.  This is more for those interested in architectural or civil areas. 

 

ADVANCED DRAFTING/CAD 

Grade: 11   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Drafting/CAD 

This course introduces students to more in-depth designing on Inventor, our 3-D solid 

modeler.  Students can make assemblies which can be animated to watch for any 

interference in designs operation.  This is more for those interested in mechanical type 

drawings. 

 

CAM 

Grade: 12   1 unit credit Prerequisite: Advanced Drafting/CAD 

Advanced 3-D solid modeling using Inventor. This is an amazing program that will allow 

you to draw some very nice solid models. We will also be learning how to make some of 

the objects that we draw using the CNC mill. We will be using MasterCAM to create tool 

paths to cut out on the mill. We will be learning how to edit G-code to make changes to 

these tool paths.  

 

RESIDENTIAL CARPENTRY 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Intro. Indust. Tech. 

Residential Carpentry is the course that allows students to get into the actual building of 

structures. We will be studying how to form and pour concrete, frame wall, floor and roof 

systems and masonry. Each student enrolled must have completed Introduction to 

Industrial Technology and become certified in all the areas that were tested in that course. 

Students will be expected to provide their own basic tools used for framing a wooden 

structure.  Special Note: Students may elect to take this course for 3 hour college 

credit through Fort Scott Community College (CNT1023 Carpentry I) after 9 hours 

completed.  Pay for class at FSCC when enrolled full time there. 

 

RESIDENTIAL CARPENTRY II 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Residential Carpentry 

Residential Carpentry II is the course that allows students take the building process from 

rough-in to a completed structure.  Topics include drywall, roofing, stairs, doors, 

windows, & trim. 

 

ELECTRICAL & SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Grade:  10-12   .5 unit credit  Prerequisite: Residential Carpentry 

This course introduces students to many areas of electrical and security systems used in 

residential construction. Students will learn the basics of wiring a house or shop.  Topics 

include running conduit, installing electrical and security components, and trouble 

shooting problems in these areas. 
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PLUMBING TECHNOLOGY 

Grade:  10-12   .5 unit credit  Prerequisite: Residential Carpentry 

This course introduces students to many areas of Heating, Ventilation, & Air 

Conditioning used in residential construction. Students will learn the basics of installing a 

HVAC system & plumbing system in a house or shop.  Topics include fresh water 

plumbing, waste water plumbing, ducting systems, heating systems, & cooling systems. 
 

 

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
 

AG SCIENCE 

Grade:  9-12   1 unit credit 

This one-year course serves as a basic introduction to the advanced classes of animal 

science, plant and soil science, ag business management, entrepreneurship, and ag 

mechanics.  Areas of study will include: livestock evaluation, land analysis, leadership 

and human relations, agricultural careers, record keeping, entry level skills in ag 

mechanics, and the study of FFA Creed and write and deliver 2 ½ to 4 minute speech on 

agriculture of the FFA.  After completion of this course students are provided with a 

background of information for a variety of occupational opportunities in agriculture. 

 

ANIMAL SCIENCE 
Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit     

One-year credit will be given upon satisfactory completion of this course.  Students 

interested in exploring careers such as veterinary science, nutritionist, meat specialist, 

livestock producer, feed salesman, marketing specialist, artificial inseminator and related 

livestock fields.  Special emphasis will be given in areas of nutrition, genetic engineering, 

health, reproduction, marketing, aquaculture and the construction of equipment relating 

to the livestock industry.  Application of knowledge learned in the classroom will take 

place on related field trips, student lab experiments and participation in FFA leadership 

activities. Special Note: Junior and Senior students may elect to take this class for 3 

hours college credit through Fort Scott Community college where the tuition is paid 

by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 
 

PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE 

Grade:  9-12   .5 unit credit   

Satisfactory completion of this full year course will provide the student with one credit.  

This course will include an in depth look at soil formation, fertilizer analysis, plant 

growth and reproduction and production of major crops.  Application of biological 

principles and “hands-on” experience will supplement classroom learning along with 

participation in FFA Leadership activities. Mechanical and scientific technologies in the 

field of Agronomy are investigated including GPS and drones.  Possible career 

opportunities in this area include agronomy, soil science, ag chemical salesman, fertilizer 

specialist, conservationist, entomologist, and production agriculture Special Note: 

Junior and Senior students may elect to take this class for 3 hours college credit 

through Fort Scott Community college where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 

as long as the funds are available. 

 

SMALL GAS ENGINE 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit   

This full-year course includes a basic introduction into small gas engine, hydraulics, 

tractor maintenance, and farm machinery operation.  Learning activities in this class will 
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include lab exercises and classroom instruction.  The student will overhaul a small gas 

engine and repair a hydraulic cylinder, both provided by the student.  This class will 

supplement student preparation for a career in production ag, ag engineering and ag sales 

& service. Special Note: Junior and Senior students may elect to take this class for 3 

hours college credit through Fort Scott Community college where the tuition is paid 

by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 

 

ADVANCED AG POWER 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Small Gas Engine 

This full-year course follows Small Gas Engines.  The continuation will emphasize farm 

machinery maintenance and operation.  The student will perform maintenance tasks such 

as flush and clean a radiator, bleed a diesel fuel system, change oil and filter, change 

thermostat, install fan belt, replace spark plug, time engine test compression and 

understand a service manual.  Competencies gained in this class will be time 

management, work ethics, independent working, trouble shooting, visualizing and hands-

on reasoning skills.  This class will supplement student preparation for a career in ag 

sales & service, ag mechanics &production ag.  FFA activities such as judging contests 

will be a possibility.  Records will be kept and SAE continued.   

 

HORTICULTURE  

Grade:  9-12   .5 unit credit   

Satisfactory completion of this course will provide the student with one-year credit.  

Emphasis will be placed on areas such as landscaping, greenhouse management,  

ornamental horticulture, lawn care, pest control, fertilizing, and plant growth & 

propagation.  FFA leadership experiences and career development opportunities will be 

provided throughout this course.  This class will benefit those students exploring careers 

in nursery operations, greenhouse management, fruit & vegetable production, floriculture 

& landscape architecture.  Special Note: Junior and Senior students may elect to take 

this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort Scott Community college where the 

tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 

 

ADVANCED ANIMAL SCIENCE 

Grade 11-12                    1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Animal Science 

One-year credit will be given upon completion of this course.  Students interested in 

exploring careers dealing with Veterinary medicine, Veterinary assistant, Vet Tech, 

Physiologist, Geneticist, Nutritionist, and Wildlife biologist.  This coarse will include an 

in depth look at animal systems, nutrition, infectious diseases, and basic animal surgery 

in all species of livestock and companion animals.  Applications of knowledge learned in 

the classroom, will take place on related field trips, student lab experiments, and 

participation in FFA leadership activities.  Special Note: Junior and Senior students may 

elect to take this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort Scott Community college 

where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 
 

AGRIBUSINESS 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit   

This full-year course prepares students for the course Ag Microeconomics required for 

most college ag majors. Coursework includes essential ag business management and 

financial evaluation principles. Instruction will be in the areas of Supply and Demand, 

Diminishing Returns, Fixed and Variable Costs and Substitution.  Ag marketing, budget 

analysis, profit & loss calculations, break-even analysis, insurance, agricultural law and 

agricultural tax laws are also units of instruction.   Students will trade ag commodities 
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utilizing the internet to monitor wages in commodities and be involved in FFA leadership 

activities.  This class is tailored for any agriculture student major with microeconomics as 

a university prerequisite course.   Special Note: Junior and Senior students may elect 

to take this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort Scott Community college 

where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 

 

AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION 

Grade:  11-12                          1 unit credit         Prerequisite: Ag Science & Instructor’s  

Permission 

This course is designed to encourage the development of leadership skills that are 

necessary to be successful in the vast agricultural industry. Personal and interpersonal 

leadership traits will be studied. The course is structured to make learning about 

leadership fun. It does this through the emphasis of the FFA and the career development 

activities related to leadership that are generated by being a part of this organization. It 

also encourages the development of record keeping skills through the requirement of 

establishing and maintaining a supervised agricultural experience program (SAE). FFA 

officers and other highly active members are encouraged to enroll in this course. 
 

AG WELDING 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Ag Science 

This course is devoted to individual project design and construction by the student and 

classroom instruction.  Students will demonstrate abilities in blueprint drawing, 

developing bill of materials, design and engineering, mig welding, and hard surfacing.  

Classroom instruction will include these areas and safety, electrical wiring, equipment 

maintenance and career & FFA leadership development.  This class will supplement 

student preparation for a career in production ag, ag engineering, ag building construction 

or further training in ag mechanics.  

 

AG FABRICATION 

Grade:  12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Ag Welding 

To take this full-year class, students must have successfully completed Ag Welding.  This 

course is devoted primarily to individual project designed construction by the student.  

Limited classroom instruction will include these areas: safety, equipment maintenance, 

mig welding, and FFA leadership development.  This class is tailored for students 

interested in careers in production ag, ag engineering, building construction, ag 

construction, welding and further training in ag mechanics.  Special Note: Junior and 

Senior students may elect to take this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort 

Scott Community college where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the 

funds are available. 

 

AG STRUCTURE 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  . 

Structures is a full-year course including basic introduction to farm planning, carpentry, 

plumbing, electricity, and concrete.  Learning activities will include laboratory exercises 

and classroom instruction.    Competencies gained in this class will be independent 

learning, reading comprehension’s skills, visualizing & reasoning skills through plan 

design, plan reading and construction.  The FFA activities will include participation in ag 

mechanics contest and possible local and state fair exhibits.  Record book and supervised 

agricultural experience will be continued.  This class will 

supplement student preparation for a career in production ag, ag engineering, and 

engineering and ag sales & service. 
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AG INTERNSHIP 

Grade: 12                                  1 unit credit            Prerequisite: Instructor’s Permission 

Ag Internship is a series of supervised work experiences in a business related to 

agriculture studies.  There will be emphasis on technical and employability skill 

development.  Students will choose businesses that align with their personal career goals 

and aspirations post high school.  The goal of the internships is to give students real 

world opportunities that develop mentorships with an agriculture firm and people in a 

variety of agriculture careers.  Students will be required to provide their own means of 

travel to their internship sites.  Students are required to have instructor permission and 

should be simultaneously enrolled in Ag Leadership.  Special Note: Junior and Senior 

students may elect to take this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort Scott 

Community college where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds 

are available. 
 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
ENGLISH 9 

Grade:  9   1 unit credit 

Students will study a variety of short stories, dramas, novels, poetry, mythology, 

nonfiction, plus literary terminology.  The students will also study vocabulary 

encountered in the literature, and study grammar, parts of speech, sentence structure, 

paragraph structure, compositions, and the correct usage of mechanics of the English 

language. 

 

ADVANCED ENGLISH 9 

Grade: 9                                  1 unit credit 

This course is designed for ninth graders who are highly motivated, demonstrate an 

interest and appreciation of literature and writing, and envision themselves going to 

college after high school.  Admittance into the class will take into consideration Aimsweb 

and State Assessment test scores as well as previous grades and teacher input. Analysis of 

literature and analytical writing will be substantial in this course. The course will demand 

solid study skills and a willingness on the part of the student to actively participate as 

well as advocate for him or herself as the case may be. We will explore the various forms 

of writing from the basic 5-paragraph essay, to narrative, effective argument construction, 

and research. We will study many genres of literature, review literary terminology, 

grammar, and vocabulary.  The following 3 areas will be considered for admittance to 

this class:test scores, previous year's teacher recommendation, grades in previous 

English classes. 

 

ENGLISH 10 

Grade:  10   1 unit credit 

Reading, writing, and effective communication skills are stressed in English 10. Students 

learn and practice the writing process and the format of a five paragraph essay. The types 

of writing studied include narrative, expository, technical, persuasive, and literary 

analysis, any of which may require research skills. Vocabulary, spelling words, and a 

variety of grammatical constructions are also studied and used in writing assignments. To 

develop reading skills, students study the literary genres of informal essays, formal 

essays, true-life adventure, autobiography, short stories, poetry and biography. Reading 

comprehension, literary terms, and literary analysis are emphasized. Students will read 
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and analyze a variety of significant novels, short stories, and other texts of historical 

significance from multiple cultures around the world.  

 

ADVANCED ENGLISH 10 

Grade:  10   1 unit credit 

This course is designed for highly motivated sophomores whose plans may include 

college.  Students enrolling in advanced English should have earned mostly A’s and B’s 

in Freshmen English and in their junior high English courses.  Since the class is 

demanding and moves at an accelerated pace, the need for good study skills is acute. 

 Students should have the initiative to approach the instructor for extra help, the 

determination to master complex concepts, and the desire to use and further develop 

critical thinking skills.  Students will read novels as well as selections from other literary 

genres with the emphasis on analysis and interpretation.  Learning to write answers to 

essay questions as well as writing other types of papers is an integral part of the class. 

 The study of grammar and vocabulary is also included, along with the study of basic 

research skills.  Multiple novels and one Shakespearean play will read and analyzed. To 

ensure a greater opportunity for a student’s success in advanced classes, we will only be 

admitting students who meet the prerequisites. The following 3 areas will be considered 

for admittance to this class: test scores, previous year's teacher recommendation, 

grades in previous English classes. 

 

ENGLISH 11 

Grade:  11   1 unit credit 

English III is designed for college and Non College bound students.  This is a core course 

founded on the premise that students will develop effective communication skills through 

the study of literature.  The main literary focus will be American literature.  Class 

activities include discussion of literary works, oral and written presentations, reading 

strategies and close reading of texts, and develop critical thinking skills through 

discussion and writing.  Instruction in sentence structure, vocabulary acquisition, usage, 

and punctuation is included. The writing focus will be on literary analysis and persuasive 

style papers.  

 

ADVANCED ENGLISH 11 

Grade:  11   1 unit credit 

This English course is designed as a college-bound class.  An intensive review of 

grammar, usage, and mechanics is covered.  Vocabulary building is also emphasized.  

Reading the classics in American Literature is a requirement.  Analysis and critical 

thinking skills are stressed.  Major emphasis will be placed on expository and persuasive 

writing as it applies to literature.  The study of our American literary heritage is major 

focus of this class. To ensure a greater opportunity for a student’s success in advanced 

classes, we will only be admitting students who meet the prerequisites. The following 3 

areas will be considered for admittance to this class: test scores, previous year's 

teacher recommendation, grades in previous English classes. 

 

 

ENGLISH 12 

Grade:  12   1 unit credit 

This two semester course is intended primarily for students who are planning on entering 

a technical school or the workforce after graduation; however, the course will also give 

students sufficient background for entering a two year college. Projects include career 

research and resume preparation, writing two four page research papers using Modern 
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Language Association to cite sources, technical writing, and persuasive writing. Students 

will also read a variety of works including excerpts from Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, 

Macbeth, a selection from Gulliver’s Travels, “Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” works by 

Charles Dickens, and several short stories.  

 

ADVANCED ENGLISH 12 

Grade:  12   1 unit credit – FSCC Dual Credit Offered 

English 101 – Fall Semester (3 credits) 

      English 102 – Spring Semester (3 credits) 

 This is an intense course for the college-bound student who has maintained nine-week 

grades of A’s and B’s in their previous sections of Advanced English as well as adequate 

performance on standardized test scores. These are indicators of success. Other students 

interested in the course must conference with the instructor before enrolling. A parent 

conference may also be required. The class is taught under the assumption that reading, 

grammar, and writing skills have already been mastered at or above the satisfactory 

proficiency level. This course must follow the curriculum set forth by Fort Scott 

Community College and must use the same textbooks chosen by FSCC. All students 

enrolled in this class are required to purchase textbooks from FSCC. Students are 

responsible for purchasing the books and for paying the FSCC tuition. Specific course 

content includes skills in critical thinking, advanced writing and researching, and reading 

and literary analysis. In addition, students will learn and use correct grammar and 

mechanics. This is a fast paced course, which requires much effort and work outside of 

the classroom. STUDENTS ENROLLING FOR DUAL CREDIT PLEASE NOTE:  

FSCC requires that first time college students take COMPASS TEST.  This is a 

computer-based test that takes approximately 1 hour 15 minutes to 1 hour 45 minutes. 

This test is not given at PVHS. Students must make their own arrangements to take 

the test through FSCC before enrollment. Call FSCC for information and test 

scheduling. 

 

SPEECH & DRAMA 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit - FSCC Dual Credit Offered 

Public Speaking – Fall Semester (3 credits) 

      Drama Apprec – Spring Semester (3 credits) 

In the first semester speech, the emphasis will focus on how one needs to build skill and 

confidence as a speaker.  Informal speeches based on personal experience are given; tests 

are also given over the chapters and notes taken.  Students then learn how to research and 

write an informative speech and a persuasive speech. Second Semester drama will be an 

appreciation of the entire theater experience. This includes a study of theatre history: 

Greek to modern day. Students will also be studying acting, costuming, make-up, set 

design and playwriting. Test, formal and informal speeches, acting assignments such as 

pantomimes and commercials, and one-act plays are the basis for evaluation. Students 

may enroll in 3 hours of credit from Ft. Scott Community College for Speech and 3 

hours of credit for Drama (Theatre Appreciation) as dual credit. 

 

JOURNALISM/MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTIONS 

Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit Prerequisite Permission of Instructor 

Journalism/Multimedia is a course that combines many skills.  The focus is knowledge of 

computer software to design yearbook, video announcements and various video projects 

for the school.  Students will be expected to write, with emphasis on journalistic style.  

Students will learn about magazine and website layout and design, programs in the 

Adobe Design Suite, photography, Emphasis will be place on learning the skills 
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necessary to create multimedia presentations using various application programs.  

Students are responsible for creating PVHS end-of-year and sports videos and will be 

required to attend various school activities throughout the year.  Students will work 

together to create the middle and high school yearbooks.  Acceptance into the course 

requires an application and approval of the instructor.  Grading will be based on 

productivity of the individual students.  There is an expectation of the student to be 

highly motivated and willing to perform responsibilities outside of the designated 

classroom time to meet deadlines. 

 

POPULAR LITERATURE WITHIN OUR CULTURE           
Grade: 10-12  1 unit credit           Prerequisite: Eng. 9 or Adv. English 9 

This course is designed to examine the impact of popular literature on society. While the 

scope of the class may include texts from the last century, the majority of the focus will 

be placed on more modern works and why they are “popular.” The students will attempt 

to diagnose what influences from society led to the creation of the popular literature 

books, as well as determine what makes something “popular literature” and why. We will 

examine a variety of texts as well as themes, motifs, and commentaries on our society 

covering a wide range of topics which may include gender roles in literature, religion, 

politics, as well as current trends in media and entertainment and why they have 

developed as they have. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 
Grade: 10-12  1 unit credit           Prerequisite: Eng. 9 or Adv. English 9 

This course will allow students to explore and develop their skills in writing and the 

writing process. Students will be given an outlet and opportunity to write a variety of 

types of texts including short stories, poetry, playwriting, as well as creatively written 

essays. They will go through the constant process of brainstorming, drafting, revising, 

editing, and finalizing their writing to make it publish-worthy. We will look at examples 

of each type of writing and analyze them as well as learn about how the writing and story 

is developed. Students will learn about plot structure, character development, other 

elements of stories, as well as how to look at their own writing, and the writing of their 

peers, with a critical eye toward improvement. The final project of the class will likely be 

working toward publishing their work in a literary magazine that may be opened to all 

students. 

 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

 
SPANISH  1 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit    

A basic language course designed to introduce the student to Spanish in both written and 

oral expression.  Spanish speaking countries and their cultures are also introduced. 

 

SPANISH  2 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Spanish I 

This course is a continuation of Spanish I, with emphasis on increasing vocabulary and 

complexity of sentence structure.  Culture is included through a variety of projects. 

 

FRENCH  1 

Grade: 10-12 with 3.0 GPA 1 unit credit 
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Speaking, listening, reading and writing skills are all developed in French. Students learn 

basic vocabulary and communication in French through a variety of classroom activities 

and interactions. Students enrolling in French 1 should be motivated to learn and to 

practice using the language both inside and outside the classroom. Classroom instruction 

is primarily in French. However, students generally find that they can learn a language 

faster and easier when instruction is given in French.  

 

FRENCH  2 
Grade: 11-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: French I 

This course is a continuation of the speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills 

developed in French 1. Students learn more advanced vocabulary and communication 

skills through a variety of classroom activities and interactions. Classroom instruction is 

in French, and student interactions are in French. The focus of this course is language 

fluency in all areas of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
 

 

ART 
 

ART 1 

Grade: 9-12   1 unit credit 

Introduction to Art is a basic study of art. Students will study the art elements and 

principles. This includes space, shape, texture, color, value, line, form, contrast, balance, 

unity, and rhythm. Students will also study art criticism, aesthetics, and art history. This 

is a prerequisite for all other art classes 

 

2-D ART - Collage 

Grade: 10-12   .5 unit credit   Prerequisite: Art 1 

Students will study and work in the two dimensional media of Collage. (Teacher 

approval needed.   Any student who earns less than a “B” in any art class may not 

take another art class.) 

 

ART HISTORY 

Grade: 10-12   .5 unit credit   Prerequisite: Art 1 

Study art history beginning with prehistoric art and ending with study of contemporary 

art. We will study all major mediums including, painting, sculpture, ceramics, 

printmaking, mixed media, and architecture. This is an upper level, writing intensive, art 

class that is aimed at students that are interested in pursuing art as a career. This is not a 

studio course.  . (Teacher approval needed.   Any student who earns less than a “B” 

in any art class may not take another art class.) 

 

2-D ART  

Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit   Prerequisite: Art 1 

Two-dimensional art is designed for students to create art with a focus on the visual, 

aesthetic and conceptual areas of art. Projects will include various two dimensional 

mediums.  Students will study composition, art criticism, and aesthetics.  . (Teacher 

approval needed.   Any student who earns less than a “B” in any art class may not 

take another art class.) 

 

 

 

 



Page 21 of 33 

3-D ART  

Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit   Prerequisite: Art 1 

Intense study of three dimensional media. Students will study and create major types of 

sculpture media. Students will study composition, art criticism, aesthetics, and 3-D art as 

it relates to art history. (Teacher approval needed.   Any student who earns less than a 

“B” in any art class may not take another art class.) 

 

Ceramics-Wheel Throwing-Handbuilding  

Grade: 10-12   .5 unit credit  Prerequisite: Art 1 & 3-D Art 

Students learn how to throw on the potter’s wheel and hand-build. Students will create 

both functional and non-functional pottery.  (Teacher approval needed.   Any student 

who earns less than a “B” in any art class may not take another art class.) 

 
SCIENCE 

 
 

EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE 

Grade:  9   1 unit credit 

All freshman students are required to take and pass this class.  Topics covered include the 

Nature of Science and the Scientific Method, Introductory Chemistry, Astronomy, 

Geologic History and Processes, Meteorology, and Oceanography. Students will be 

required to make and present PowerPoint presentations, write lab reports, and to interpret 

and present data over specific projects over the year.  

 

BIOLOGY 

Grade:  10   1 unit credit 

Biology is designed to familiarize the student with basic biological principles.  Topics 

covered include the chemistry of life, cell structure and function, DNA and principles of 

heredity, classification of organisms, botany, and zoology.  

 

ORGANISMAL BIOLOGY 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit  Pre-requisite: Biology  

This course will cover the topic of zoology. An in-depth study of the different forms of 

animals will be completed, including animal behavior, comparative anatomy, and 

taxonomy. Multiple animal dissections and weekly reading assignments required 

 

HUMAN BIOLOGY 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit  Pre-requisite: Biology   

This course is an introductory class designed for those students interested in the human 

body but may not wish to pursue a medical career.  Topics will include issues in public 

heath today, medical terminology, general overview of the body systems and the response 

of the body to various physiological conditions. Animal dissection is required. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit  Pre-requisite: Biology 

Environmental Science courses examine the mutual relationships between organisms and 

their environment. In studying the interrelationships among plants, animals, and humans, 

these courses usually cover the following subjects: photosynthesis, recycling and 

regeneration, ecosystems, population and growth studies, pollution, and conservation of 

natural resources.   
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FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit  Pre-requisite: Biology  

This course is designed for students interested in crime scene investigation.  Topics 

included are hair and fiber analysis, dental/bite patterns, blood sampling, fingerprinting, 

DNA collection and analysis, handwriting analysis, and handling of a crime scene.  A 

project that incorporates all elements of forensic science will be part of the final exam. 

 

CHEMISTRY 

Grade:  11-12    1 unit credit  Pre-requisite: Algebra I 

This course is recommended for college bound students who have a working knowledge 

of algebra.  Chemistry introduces students to the details of atomic structure and how this 

structure accounts for the behavior of atoms and the formation of compounds.  Basic 

chemical concepts like the mole, stoichiometry, and acids and bases are covered.  Skills 

in laboratory work both in group and individual are developed along with such skills as 

measurement, efficient use of time and space, careful recording and organizing of data, 

and qualitative and quantitative analysis. Access to a computer is highly recommended.  

 

ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY 

Grade:  11-12          

 1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Biology w/ a C or Perm. Of Instructor  

This course is designed to meet the college bound students with an interest in medical, 

health or other science related fields.  Students will study the function of the various parts 

of the body along with the systems of the body.  Individual systems of the body that are 

covered are: skeletal, muscular, digestive, circulatory, nervous, excretory, respiratory, 

endocrine, reproductive, and integumentary.  Dissection is required. This course requires 

large amounts of memorization of new terms. 

 

PHYSICS 

Grade: 11-12  

1 unit credit       Pre-requisite: Algebra 1 w/a B or by math teacher recommendation. 

Physics courses involve the study of the forces and laws of nature affecting matter, such 

as equilibrium, motion, momentum, and the relationships between matter and energy. 

The study of physics includes examination of sound, light, and magnetic and electric 

phenomena. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 
 

ALBEGRA & GEOMETRY CONCEPTS 1  

Grade: 9-12   1 unit credit 

Topics taught in this class are designed to prepare the student for Algebra I and other 

higher level math classes.  Basic math concepts will be reviewed as well as new subjects 

to help bridge the gap to Algebra I.  Subjects taught are problem solving skills, using 

calculators, using tables and graphs, proportions, probability, integers, solving equations, 

linear functions, and some geometry with two and three dimensional figures.  Hands-on 

math labs will be used.   
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ALBEGRA & GEOMETRY CONCEPTS 2  

Grades: 9-12  1 unit credit  Pre-requisite: AG1 or PreAlgebra in 8
th

 Grade 

Topics taught in this class are primarily topics also taught in Algebra I, but at a little 

slower pace.  Some geometry topics are also included. The first 3 quarters of this class 

are designed to prepare students for the state assessment.  Students who do not make 

proficient on the state assessment their sophomore year will be required to take this class 

their junior year, unless they are enrolled in Algebra I their junior year.   

 Topics taught in this class are.  Operations with integers, solving equations and 

inequalities, properties of mathematics, solving systems of equations and inequalities, 

linear equations (analyzing, manipulating, and graphing) working with formulas, 

comparing statistical data, solving quadratic equations by factoring, properties of 

triangles including right triangle trigonometry.   

 

ALGEBRA I 

Grade:  9-12   1 unit credit    

Algebra I is the basis for all other upper level math classes. Topics covered are operations 

with numeric and algebraic expressions within the real number system; solving linear, 

quadratic (by factoring), absolute value and radical equations; solving linear and absolute 

value inequalities; all aspects of the linear function; statistics; formulas; and functions.  

 

ALGEBRA II 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry 

The first nine weeks is a review of critical concepts covered in Algebra I. New topics 

taught in this class are: an in-depth study of the following functions and all of their 

characteristics: quadratic (parabolas), exponential (includes base e), logarithmic, and 

polynomial. Trigonometry is also covered as well as conic sections, matrices, and 

patterns.  

 

GEOMETRY 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit Prerequisite: Algebra I or Standards Algebra 

An integrated informal approach to geometry.  Integrates algebra and geometry skills 

with technology to make geometric concepts relevant to everyday life.  Topics covered 

are congruence, similarity, transformations, surface area and volume, graphing linear 

equations, properties of triangles (includes some basic trigonometry), quadrilaterals, other 

polygons and circles.  

 

PRE-CALCULUS  FSCC Dual Credit Offered 

Grade:  11-12   .5 unit credit  Prerequisite: Algebra II & Geometry 

This course brings together all aspects of high school math.  It is designed as a college 

prep class.  Some of the areas covered in the semester are complex number systems, 

analytical geometry, exponents and logarithms, and functions.  Three hours of College 

Algebra credit from Fort Scott is optional. 

 

TRIGONOMETRY  FSCC Dual Credit Offered  Spring Semester 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit  Prerequisite: Algebra II & Geometry 

This course covers circular and triangular trigonometry, graphing, trig addition formulas, 

polar coordinates and vectors.  Three hours of Trigonometry credit from Fort Scott is 

optional. 
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ALGEBRA 3 

Grade:  11-12   1 unit credit            Prerequisite: Algebra II 

Algebra III courses review and extend algebraic concepts for students who have already 

taken Algebra II. Course topics include (but are not limited to) operations with rational 

and irrational expressions, factoring of rational expressions, linear equations and 

inequalities, quadratic equations, solving systems of linear and quadratic equations, 

properties of higher degree equations, and operations with rational and irrational 

exponents. The courses may introduce topics in discrete math, elementary probability and 

statistics; matrices and determinants; and sequences and series.  This course is for 

students that have taken Algebra II, but do not feel ready to take pre-calculus. 
 

CALCULUS   FSCC Dual Credit Offered 

Grade:  11-12  1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus & Trigonometry 

This class is designed for students planning to take calculus in college.  It will cover 

limits, differentiation and integration and their applications.  Five hours of Calculus 

credit from Fort Scott is optional.  Enrollment for this class is done in the Spring. 
 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY 

Grade:  10   1 unit credit 

This class is designed to develop within the students an awareness of this country’s 

background—politically, economically, and culturally.  The goal is to aid the student in 

reading comprehension, lecture note taking, speeches, and research skills.  The course is 

designed to illustrate to the student progress in the nation both industrially and culturally; 

where our nation is presently; and thoughts on the future of our nation. 

 

 

US GOVERNMENT 

Grade:  11   1 unit credit 

American Government is the study of the foundations of our governmental, economic, 

and political systems in the United States.  The course will cover the organization and 

responsibility of each branch of local, state and national government emphasizing current 

issues related to each. 

 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

Grade: 9-12   1 unit credit 
This course studies the political, economic, and social issues facing the United States, with or 

without an emphasis on state and local issues. These courses may focus on current issues or 

may examine selected issues that span throughout the 20th century to the present. 

 

 

 

PSYCHOLOGY             Fall Semester 

Grade:  11-12   .5 unit credit       Prerequisite: For College Credit Only 

This course is an introduction to and overview of the study of human psychology.  It will 

include a summary of the historically significant theories/theorists, study of the ways in 

which we, as humans are alike and different, and how we are social beings.  Three hours 

of Psychology credit from Fort Scott and a textbook is required. 



Page 25 of 33 

 

SOCIOLOGY                Spring Semester 

Grade:  11-12   .5 unit credit        Prerequisite: For College Credit Only 
This course is an introduction to the social science of sociology with an emphasis on the principles, which 

lead to a greater understanding of human behavior in groups.  Three hours of credit Sociology 

from Fort Scott and a textbook is required. 

 

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

NUTRITION AND WELLNESS 

Grade:  10   .5 unit credit  

Health and Life Management courses focus as much on consumer education topics (such 

as money management and evaluation of consumer information and advertising) as on 

personal health topics (such as nutrition, stress management, drug/alcohol abuse 

prevention, disease prevention, and first aid). Course objectives include helping students 

develop decision-making, communication, interpersonal, and coping skills and strategies.   

 

CAREER AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Grade: 11-12               1 unit credit 

You will be exploring careers along any FACS Pathway. You will be gaining experience 

with a job inside or outside of the school and or a job shadowing position for free or pay 

if available. You will need to work independently. 

 

BAKING & PASTRY I 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit    Fall Semester Prerequisite: FACS 

Culinary Art-Bakery/Grains Specialty will focus upon the instruction and skill 

development related to bakery items. Topics may include study of grain production, 

nutrition values and product performance as well as the application to grain products. 

Baking experiences may include yeast breads, quick breads, cakes (and cake decoration) 

and other baked desserts, product outcomes using various flours and storage methods. An 

entrepreneurship experience may be part of this course. 

 

BAKING & PASTRY II 

Grade: 11-12  .5 unit credit   Spring Semester     Prerequisite: FACS & Baking I 

This course builds upon the Baking and Pastry I course by refining and expanding skills 

of production management. Topics also include analyzing the scientific reactions during 

production and expanding the skill development to address the finer aspects of the field.  

 

CULINARY ESSENTIALS 

Grade: 9-12   .5 unit credit  Fall and Spring Semesters 

Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of food safety and sanitation to include: 

how foods become unsafe, good personal hygiene, controlling time and temperature, 

preventing cross contamination, cleaning and sanitizing, shipping and receiving, and how 

to safely prepare food. Demonstrate personal hygiene and grooming standards. 

Explain the role that standardized recipes play in maintaining product consistency.  

Identify different measuring systems and the abbreviations.  Distinguish between volume 

and liquid measurements. Utilize standard weights and measures to demonstrate proper 

measuring techniques.  Convert recipes to yield smaller and larger quantities. Identify 

basic conversions of measurements.  Special Note: Junior and Senior students may 
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elect to take this class for 3 hours college credit through Fort Scott Community 

college where the tuition is paid by Senate Bill 155 as long as the funds are available. 
 

CULINARY ARTS 1 
Grade: 10-12   1 unit credit  Prerequisite: Culinary Essentials 

General Skill Specialty will focus upon the skills generally recognized as important to the 

field of culinary arts. Topics will include plating, garnishes, soups, sauces and main dish 

presentation. Bakery and desserts will be introduced, but not the main focus on this 

course. Catering experiences may be included as well as observations of those already in 

the field that are responsible for these areas in food production or a culinary kitchen. 

 

CULINARY ARTS 2 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit             Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1 

This course builds upon the Culinary Arts I course by expanding student knowledge, 

skills and practices. Whereas Culinary Arts I focused on beginning culinary skill 

development, Culinary Arts II expands those skills as well adds topics such as event 

management, internal and external customer service and working with special dietary 

needs.  
 

EVENT PLANNING & MANAGEMENT 

Grade: 11-12   1 unit credit    

This course provides students with the knowledge and skills related to the event planning 

and implementation process. It will include establishing client relationships, the 

importance of communication, planning process, resource management, quality service 

and staffing issues. 
 

VOCAL MUSIC 
 

MIXED CHORUS 

Grade:  9-12   1 unit credit 

Open to any student who likes to sing and has the desire to learn about music. Any 

student may enroll in the mixed chorus without auditioning.  Students will improve their 

vocal ability and increase their knowledge of music theory and music history. Musical 

selections may include pieces from all historical and cultural backgrounds, foreign 

language, pop, folk, etc… Students will perform in at least one concert.  Students receive 

grades based upon concert attendance, participation in class, and their knowledge of 

music theory. Along with students learning how to read music and singing, students will 

explore the different musical time periods, from Ancient Music to today. 

 

CONCERT CHOIR 

Grade:  9-12   1 unit credit   Enrollment by Audition Only 

Any student may audition for Concert Choir.  Students should have a working knowledge 

and understanding of basic theory (treble and bass clef notes, basic time signatures and 

rhythms, music terminology, etc.). Students will be expected to maintain a classroom 

atmosphere that is favorable for rehearsal. Students should have a basic understanding of 

the concept of sight-reading and the ability to sing on pitch. Musical selections may 

include pieces from all historical and cultural backgrounds, foreign languages, pop, folk, 

etc… Some choreography will be included. Students will improve their vocal ability and 

increase their knowledge of music theory and music history. Performance at all school 

concerts, as well as community functions are required. Dates will be given well in 

advance so students are expected to plan ahead. The choir is also required to perform and 
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represent Prairie View at State Large Group Ensemble contest. Proper concert attire is 

required for all performances. Students receive grades based upon concert attendance, 

participation in class, and their knowledge of music theory. Performing at two school 

concerts is required. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

BAND 

Grade:  9-12   1 unit credit 

This course is designed to increase the musicianship of all students involved through 

daily rehearsal and public performances.  The band is open to all students with previous 

instrumental music experience.  Requirements of the class include attendance at public 

performances and the ability to furnish some equipment and supplies as well as proper 

attire for marching and concert band events. Marching band, pep band, and concert band 

will be part of the class repertoire along with opportunities for solos, ensembles, and 

attendance at clinics and conferences. 

 

JAZZ BAND 

Grade:  9-12   no credit 

This course is an extracurricular instrumental group, which will meet at a time to be 

determined later. The ensemble will play a variety of jazz styles and learn the basic 

fundamentals for jazz improvisation. Major performances will be at least two evening 

concerts with possible trips to area jazz festivals. Enrollment is open to students 

participating in instrumental music classes and is by permission of instructor.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
HEALTH/PE 

Grade:  9    1 unit credit 

This freshman class is a required class.  Material covered will be CPR, airway 

emergencies, and basic first aid, and a human sexuality unit. This course also 

incorporates the concepts and activities of positive health and wellness. Students explore 

the various components needed to lead individuals to a clear understanding of personal 

wellness. Various individual and team activities are used to improve flexibility, physical 

and cardiovascular strength.  

 

WEIGHT TRAINING 

Grade:  10-12   1 unit credit 

This course is designed to promote physical fitness through the use of resistance training.  

Extensive use of weights is incorporated to develop strength and conditioning of the 

body.  Different weight training programs and fundamentals are stressed. 

 

ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Grade: 11-12   1 unit credit 

This course is designed to teach students various forms of exercise and fitness as well as 

different games, sports, and activities.  The goal is to produce a student with the 

knowledge of how to stay fit, live a healthy lifestyle, and participate in a variety of 

activities.  Students will be graded on participation, and knowledge.  Written 

tests/quizzes will accompany certain units.  The student will be expected to dress out in 

school appropriate attire every day and participate fully in all activities, unless special 

circumstances arise. 
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HEALTH SCIENCES 
 

CNA   -  Option for Online Independent Study Class 

Grade: 11-12   .5 unit credit 

This class will give the opportunity for the Health Careers Certificate preparing students 

to certify for Certified Nursing Aide (CNA).  This is an online class in which the student 

can receive college credit with tuition paid (SB155) but book and other fees do apply.  

The student will also be responsible for their own transportation to and from clinical 

hours. 

 

CMA  -  Option for Online Independent Study Class 

Grade: 12   .5 unit credit 

This class prepares participants to administer some medications to residents in adult 

care facilities under the supervision of a Registered Nurse preparing the student for 

Certified Medication Aide (CMA).  This is an online class in which the student can 

receive college credit with tuition paid (SB155) but book and other fees do apply.  You 

must already have your CNA certificate and must be 18 years old.  The student will also 

be responsible for their own transportation to and from clinical hours. 

 
AIDES 

 
LIBRARY AIDE 

Grade: 9-12   .5 unit credit 

The student aide will work in the library helping the librarian by performing clerical tasks 

including checking books in and out, filing cards, shelving books, processing new 

material and repairing worn materials.  Helpful skills include typing, filing, record 

keeping.  Students must learn the library filing system.  A 2.5 GPA is required and the 

students may NOT be enrolled as Office Aide or Senior Observer. 

 

OFFICE AIDE 

Grade: 12   .5 unit credit 

Students will assist with general office duties such as picking up absentee slips, 

answering the telephone, making copies, and various other duties.  Good manners, a 

pleasing personality, a desire to be helpful, dependability, and the ability to conduct 

yourself in a professional way.  In order to take this course a student must abide by the 

following guidelines: (1.) Students with excessive absences will not be considered.  (2.)  

A GPA of 2.5 is required.  (3.) May NOT be enrolled as Senior Observer or Library Aide.  

(4.) Have approval of secretary and principal. 

 

OBSERVER 
Grade:  12   .5 unit credit 

The aide will assist the instructor with the general duties of the class.  The aide is under 

the direct supervision of the instructor at all times and is to be present and on time daily.  

An unsatisfactory (U) grade may result in the student being dropped form this class.  In 

order to take this course a student must abide by the following guidelines: (1.) Students 

with excessive absences will not be considered.  (2.) Have the approval of the teacher and 

principal.  (3.) 2.5 GPA is required.  (4.) May NOT be enrolled as Office Aide or Library 

Aide.    
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OFF CAMPUS COLLEGE CREDIT CLASS OFFERINGS 
 

Fort Scott Community College at Hillsdale Learning Center – These 

classes are from 8:15am – 10:30am on the Hillsdale Campus outside of 

Paola.  Transportation will be provided by PVHS.  Some of the classes 

have minimal fees and book purchase.  But many classes may be tuition 

free because of Senate Bill 155.  It is marked below whether it is a full 

year or if classes are offered in Fall or Spring. 
 

MANICURING CERTIFICATION – THIS IS A FULL YEAR OF CLASSES 
Manicuring - This course provides instruction in manicuring procedures, hand and arm 

massage, sterilization and sanitation.  Nail structure, diseases and disorders.  Sculptured 

nails and tip application.  Theory, Kansas Law, written and practical exam.  There is a fee 

of $400 for the student’s tools kit and a $15 fee for their license. 

 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE CLASSES 
Introduction to Corrections – (Fall Offering) Overview of the correctional process 

including the development of corrections, the correctional client, jails and misdemeanors, 

probation, prisons and correctional institutions, institutional security, treatment, the 

effects of institutionalization, community-based corrections, parole, juvenile corrections, 

correctional administration, volunteer groups and the future of corrections. 

 

Criminal Procedures - (Fall Offering) This course is designed to present the subject of 

criminal procedure as a construct balancing the power of the government against the 

competing interests of liberty and privacy of individuals. The central themes of the course 

will be balancing the interest in obtaining the correct result in particular cases against the 

interest in fair process in all cases; the requirement of a factual basis to support the 

actions of law enforcement personnel; and the review of invasions by government 

officials by the judiciary. This course will seek to set out and establish a deeper 

understanding and appreciation for criminal procedure and the general principles upon 

which it rests. 

 

Criminal Investigation - (Fall Offering) The material offered is general and is 

applicable in many different investigative situations. Different types of criminal activity 

are covered as well as discussion of ethical police conduct during investigations. 

 

Criminal Justice Interview and Report Writing - (Spring Offering) This course is 

designed to provide training in a critical area of law enforcement. Writing clear, concise, 

accurate reports is one of the most critical phases in the criminal justice system. The 

report is relied upon by senior officers, prosecuting attorneys and the defense attorney 

during the disposition of the case. 

 

Law Enforcement Operations and Procedures - (Spring Offering) Introductory 

survey course in police science. Areas of study include a historical and developmental 

aspect of American law enforcement, the modern philosophy of law enforcement, current 

Constitutional limitations of law enforcement, a survey of the law enforcement agencies 

whose mission is the administration of criminal justice, and the responsibilities of the 

police officer in a democratic society. 
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Criminal Investigation - (Spring Offering) The material offered is general and is 

applicable in many different investigative situations. Different types of criminal activity 

are covered as well as discussion of ethical police conduct during investigations. 

 

MANUFACTURING – Only 1 Semester of classes, but offered both Fall and Spring 
Introduction to Harley- Davidson – (Fall or Spring Offering) This course will explore 

the culture and history of Harley- Davidson Motor Company. Field trips to dealerships 

and Harley-Davidson manufacturing facilities will be a part of this course. Basic business 

related computer skills and research methods and professional organizations will be 

explored. 

 

Precision Measurement - (Fall or Spring Offering) This course will focus on the 

proper use and care of precision tools and equipment. 

 

Blueprint Reading - (Fall or Spring Offering) This course provides instruction in the 

interpretation of blueprints, visualizing the shape of objects from mechanical drawings, 

identifying different parts of the object as taken from the drawing, identifying by name 

the common parts called for on the drawings and knowing what kind of materials and 

how many pieces of each part are required to complete a job. 

 

Manufacturing Mathematics - (Fall or Spring Offering) This course provides 

instruction in basic manufacturing related math skills. Involves the mastery of whole 

numbers, fractions, decimals, percents and measurement as well as other manufacturing 

related math activities. 

 

MASONRY – FULL TWO YEAR PROGRAM FOR CERTIFICATION 
Introductory Craft Skills - (Fall Offering) This course will introduce the student to the 

basic safety, math, and tools used in the construction trade. This course will include prep 

for 10 hour OSHA certification for the construction industry. This course will also expose 

the student to some of the technical, communication and employability skills required for 

a successful career in the masonry trade.  

 

Masonry I - (Fall Offering) This course introduces the student to the fundamental 

building blocks for masonry work. Masonry as a trade, the tools, and equipment 

commonly used will be introduced.  

 

Masonry II - (Spring Offering) This course reinforces the fundamental building blocks 

for masonry work. Masonry measurements, masonry blueprint and specification will be 

introduced along with materials used in the trade.  

 

Masonry Laying Techniques - (Spring Offering) This course is a companion course to 

the Masonry classes. This class covers the application of the fundamental building blocks 

for masonry work. The student will have the opportunity to gain practical knowledge of 

masonry as a trade, develop skills in the use of the tools, equipment, materials and 

techniques used in the trade. 
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Neosho County Community College at Goppert Eastern Kansas Rural 

Technology Center – These classes are from 8:00am – 10:00am in 

Garnett.  Transportation will be provided by PVHS.  Minimal costs 

apply for licensure and tools/equipment but tuition is paid by Senate 

Bill 155. 
 

The HVAC program offers a certificate and/or an Associate of Applies 

Science degree in Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Technology. 

The first two semesters cover the electrical and heating side of HVAC and 

will be offered at Goppert Eastern Kansas Rural Technology Center in 2016-

17. Later semesters cover the refrigeration and airflow side of the HVAC 

trade and will be offered in 2017-18.   

 

The program utilizes the National Center for Construction Education and 

Research (NCCER) curriculum.  NCCER is a nationally-recognized 

credentialing and certification system. 

 

HEATING, VENTILATION, AND AIR CONDITIONING (HVAC) – TWO FULL 

YEARS FOR CERTIFICATION 

OSHA 10 Safety Orientation – (Fall Offering) This course provides students with the 

best practices for some of the most common and hazardous situations on the job site. It is 

designed for all students prior to working on the job site. 

 

General Construction Skills – (Fall Offering) This course, serving as a pre-requisite to 

the subsequent trade courses, explains the safety obligations of workers to ensure a safe 

workplace and discusses the causes and results of accidents and the dangers of 

rationalizing risks. It also reviews basic mathematical functions used in the construction 

industry; identifies hand and power tools widely used and familiarizes trainees with basic 

blueprint terms and symbols, and material handling techniques. 

 

Electrical Fundamentals – (Fall Offering) This course teaches power generation and 

distribution, and electrical components; explains the theory of solid-state electronics, 

Ohm’s Law, wiring diagrams, as well as the operation, use and testing of the various 

electronic components used in HVAC; and covers transformers, single-phase and three-

phase power distribution, capacitors, the theory and operation of induction motors. 

Students will construct and test both series and parallel circuits. Additionally, the student 

learns how to solve problems involving the measurement of lines, area, volume, weights, 

angles, pressure, vacuum, and temperature. 

 

Workplace Skills – (Spring Offering)  This course provides students with the skills 

necessary to succeed in the work environment. Students will learn how to listen 

attentively, communicate in written and verbal formats, solve problems, think critically, 

and participate in team project coordination. Additionally, students will learn time 

management, ethics, and interview skills. 

 

Heating System Fundamentals (Spring Offering) This course focuses on heating 

fundamentals; the types of furnace designs and their components and presents the basic 

procedures for installing and servicing furnaces. It describes the tools and instruments 

used in trouble-shooting gas heating appliances and teaches the principles of fossil-fuel 
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furnace venting; covers various types of iron and steel pipe and fittings and provides step-

by-step instructions for cutting, threading, and joining ferrous piping. It additionally 

presents the operation and testing of electric furnaces and their components and reviews 

the operation of electric heating appliances. Also included in this course is the design, 

construction and joining of sheet metal ducting used in HVAC systems. 

 

Heating Systems Lab (Spring Offering) This course is the laboratory component of 

HVAC 107. This course is the application of knowledge learned in HVAC 107. It focuses 

on heating fundamentals; the types of furnace designs and their components and presents 

the basic procedures for installing and servicing furnaces. It describes the tools and 

instruments used in trouble-shooting gas heating appliances and teaches the principles of 

fossil-fuel furnace venting; covers various types of iron and steel pipe and fittings and 

provides step-bystep instructions for cutting, threading, and joining ferrous piping. It 

additionally presents the operation and testing of electric furnaces and their components 

and reviews the operation of electric heating appliances. Also included in this course is 

the design, construction and joining of sheet metal ducting used in HVAC systems. 

 

EPA 608 (Fall Offering) This course prepares the students to successfully complete the 

EPA 608 certification exam. It covers laws and regulations that govern the storage, use, 

and disposal of regulated refrigerants used in HVAC. It also covers the environmental 

impact of HVAC chemicals used in the industry. 

 

HVAC Fundamentals (Fall Offering) Presenting the basic principles of heating, 

ventilation, and air conditioning, this course offers an introduction into the HVAC trade. 

It also covers heat transfer, refrigeration, and pressure-temperature relationships. It 

teaches tools, materials, and safety precautions and depicts step-by-step procedures for 

soldering and brazing piping; covers the selection, preparation, joining, and support of 

copper and plastic piping and fittings. The course explains the operating principles of the 

different types of compressors used in comfort air conditioning systems and covers the 

refrigerants and oils commonly used in HVAC/R systems. It introduces the trainee to the 

leak detection, evacuation, recovery, and charging service procedures. 

 

HVAC Lab (Fall Offering) This course is the laboratory component of HVAC 122. This 

course is the application of knowledge learned in HVAC 122. Presenting the basic 

principles of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, this course covers heat transfer, 

refrigeration, and pressure-temperature relationships. It teaches tools, materials, and 

safety precautions and depicts step-by-step procedures for soldering and brazing piping; 

covers the selection, preparation, joining, and support of copper and plastic piping and 

fittings. The course explains the operating principles of the different types of compressors 

used in comfort air conditioning systems and covers the refrigerants and oils commonly 

used in HVAC/R systems. It introduces the trainee to the leak detection, evacuation, 

recovery, and charging service procedures. 

 

Advanced HVAC I (Spring Offering) This course explains the factors that affect the 

heating and cooling loads of a building. It describes the process by which the heating and 

cooling loads are calculated; explains air properties, related gas laws, and psychrometric 

principles and charts; and introduces the trainee to various heat recovery/reclaim devices 

and energy reduction apparatuses. It explains how to analyze circuit diagrams for 

electronic and microprocessor-based controls and covers the operation, testing, and 

adjustment of conventional and electronic thermostats, as well as the operation of 

common electrical, electronic, and pneumatic circuits used to control HVAC systems. It 
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describes the purpose of planned maintenance and outlines the procedures for servicing 

HVAC equipment. 

 

Advanced HVAC II (Spring Offering) This course covers advanced system parameters 

that affect the heating and cooling loads of a building. It explains the processes by which 

the heating and cooling loads are calculated; explains air properties, related gas laws, and 

psychrometric principles and charts; and covers various troubleshooting techniques used 

to evaluate faults in electronic controls, accessories, and heat pumps. It explains how to 

analyze circuit diagrams for troubleshooting HVAC systems. It describes the purpose of 

planned maintenance and outlines the procedures for servicing HVAC equipment. 

 

 

 

Tentative Schedule for HVAC: M-F 8:00am – 10:00am 

*NCCC Tuition/Fees are subject to change by the NCCC Board of Trustees  


