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PARENT, FAMILY & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
 
The board of directors believes that the education of children is a joint responsibility, one it 
shares with the parents and the community.  To insure that the best interest of the child is served 
in this process, a strong program of communication and/or collaboration between home and the 
Dayton School must be maintained.  The board of directors believes that it is the parents who 
have the ultimate responsibility for their children’s in-school achievement and behavioral 
conduct.  During school hours, the board, through its designated staff, shall strive to serve the 
interest of parents in providing for the safety, health and welfare of their children. 
 
The board of directors directs the superintendent to develop activities that will enhance home-
school cooperation.  Such activities may include, but not be limited to: 
 

1. Conducting parent-teacher conferences, which facilitate two-way communication 
between home and school. 

 
2. Holding open house which provides parents with the opportunity to see the school 

facilities, meet the staff and review the program on the first hand basis; 
 

3. Disseminating building and room newsletters to parent on a regular basis; 
 

4. Conducting meetings of parents and staff members to explain and discuss matters of 
general interest with regard to child-school, home-school, or child-school-home 
relationships; 

 
5. Conducting meetings of staff member(s) and individual or groups of parents of those 

students who have special abilities/aptitude, disabilities, needs or problems; 
 

6. Sponsoring or co-sponsoring special events of a cultural, ethnic or topical nature, which 
are initiated by parent groups, involve the cooperation effort of students and parents, and 
are of general interest to the school or community 

 
7. Collaborating with parents, students and staff in school improvement planning, 

development and implementation; 
 

8. Providing interested parents of preschool children with information and/or training on 
successful parenting practices; 

 
For the benefit of children, the board of directors believes that parents have a responsibility to 
encourage their child’s performance in school by: 
 

1. Supporting the schools in requiring that the children observe all school rules and 
regulations, and by accepting their own responsibility for children’s willful in-school 
behavior; 

 
2. Sending children to school with proper attention to their health, personal cleanliness and 

dress; 
 

3. Maintaining an active interest in the student’s daily work and making it possible for the 
student to complete assigned homework through providing a quiet place and suitable 
conditions for study; 



Policy No. 2180 
 

Adoption Date:  6/17/87  Page 2 of 3 
Dayton School District No. 2 
Revised:  9/04/02 

 
4. Reading all communication from the school, and signing and returning them promptly 

when required; 
 

5. Cooperating with the school in attending conferences set up for the exchange of 
information on the child’s progress in school, and signing and returning them promptly 
when required; 

 
6. Participating in  in-school activities and special functions. 

 
The U.S. Department of Education estimates that the number of functional illerates grows by 2.3. 
million every year:  1.3 million legal and illegal immigrants, 850,000 high school dropouts, and 
another 150,000 “pushouts” who graduate with inadequate reading and writing skills. 
 
The Department of Labor has estimated that illiteracy costs the United States $225 billion 
annually in lost industrial productivity, unrealized tax revenues, welfare and employment 
payments and the cost of crime and prisons. 
 
Dr. Herert Walberg, research professor of education, University of Illinois at Chicago, in the 1986 
Stanley Elam lecture (June 12, 1986), has extensively reviewed the prospects for improving 
teaching productivity. 
 

1. Homework that is graded or commented upon has three times the effect of socioeconomic 
status (SES). 

 
2. School-parent programs designed to improve conditions in the home have an outstanding 

record of success in promoting achievement (twice as predictive of academic learning 
that the effect of family SES).  As Walberg reports such programs … “refers to informed 
parent-child conversations about school and everyday events; encouragement and 
discussion of leisure reading; monitoring and joint critical analysis of television viewing 
and peer activities; deferral of immediate gratifications to accomplish long-term human-
capital goals; expressions of affection and interest in the child’s academic and other 
progress as a person; and perhaps, among such unremitting efforts, laughter, caprice, and 
serendipity.” 

 
The policy and procedures have been developed to assist school districts in improving the 
effectiveness through Parent Involvement. 
 
For purposes of enhancing school-home relations the following suggestions are offered: 
 
1.  Parent Teacher Conferences 

The parent-teacher conference should serve to: 
 

a. Provide a progress report on a child’s achievement, e.g., academic (SLO 
progress), social-emotional (zest for learning, study habits). 

 
b. Enable the teacher to learn more about the child from the parent’s perspective. 

 
c. Improve the academic conditions in the home by discussing the role of the parent 

in parent-child conversation about the school and every day events; 
encouragement and discussion of leisure reading; monitoring and joint critical 
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analysis of television viewing and peer activities; deferral of immediate 
gratifications to accomplish long-term goals; expression of affection interest in 
the child’s academic and other progress as a person, and, efforts to strengthen the 
climate of the home through laughter, caprice, serendipity and spontaneity. 

 
Effort should be made to achieve 100% contact.  To accomplish this, it may be 
necessary to contact parents in the evening—by home visit or by telephone.  In 
some instances, it may be advantageous to maintain contact on a regular basis, 
e.g., every two weeks. 

 
2. OPEN HOUSE 
 

This event can be used to “showplace” the accomplishments of the school.  Parents, 
students and staff, as “stockholders”, should “celebrate” their accomplishments so that all 
have pride and ownership in the accomplishments. 
 

3.   BUILDING AND ROOM NEWSLETTERS 
 

Such communication should let the respective audiences know what is going on.  The 
room newsletter should explain the curricular progress so that parents know what is going 
on and can correlate that information with homework assignments and the information 
conveyed by the child.  Newsletters should be “proof read” to avoid grammatical and 
spelling errors. 

 
4. PARENT-STAFF MEETINGS 
 
 Such meetings can be used to discuss child development issues—homework, study habits 

positive—image building, active listening, motivating, etc.  In some instances, resource 
specialists may be helpful in providing an additional perspective.  [Note:  See also 1(c) In 
some instance, it may be beneficial to meet parents on their own “turf” by holding a 
“coffee clatsche” for a group of parents in a home.] 

 
5. SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
  
 School improvement projects are most successful when parents, staff and student 

collaborate.  Improvement committees should receive a specific assignment or “charge” 
so that the committee members have and understand the common purpose. 

 
6.   PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 
 
 Parent education can contribute to the success of the child when he/she enters school.  

Informational meeting accompanied by support material are beneficial to the parent of a 
preschool child.  Such sessions can also be incorporated with the Child Find component 
of special education. 

  
 Some schools have also found it useful to develop a “home visitor” program to help the 

parent get their child ready for school 
 
  
 


