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Read on to discover how we 

encourage our 

students & families to keep 

their reading lives 

thriving throughout the 

summer~ 



Why should NCPS 

students read over 

the summer? Read on 

for the many inviting 

tips to fostering   

success in your 

child’s reading life. 
Build a 

Family Routine 
Around Reading 

~Let Reading Fit Naturally into 
Your Summer Plans~

Strike a healthy reading 

diet this summer

Start a meaningful 

discussion and show 

your children that 

you value what they 

are reading.
More Tips on Ways to fit 
reading into your Summer

Books, Books, Books & more Books!

A few examples of 

what sketchnoting 

might look like

NCPS wishes you a wonderful summer 
brimming with                                                

Reading & Conversation!

Happy Summer Reading!
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There is great truth to the fact that readers are leaders! Just like other skills your children are learning, such as how to play the piano without 
looking at your fingers, ride a 2-wheeler and pay attention to what’s in front of you, or how to get that mitt down and get in front of the ball before it 
gets you, reading needs to be practiced every day to maintain and strengthen all of the skills and strategies practiced all year with their teachers and 
classmates. 

                                                                Please make sure your child keeps up their reading! 

There is an extensive body of research that tells us that academic achievement is directly related to how much time children spend reading outside of 
school. Mainly, this is due to the fact that reading builds vocabulary and background knowledge. As we all know, English is not the easiest language to 
master due to the multiple meanings and nuances of words, and the vast range of spelling patterns and irregular spellings of words that one has to 
navigate in order to make meaning of text.                 

                                                   

Let Research guides us…

Skills & Strategies

Summer Has Arrived!
The days are growing longer, summer plans are taking flight, and families are re-imagining daily routines. 

Even though leisurely activities tend to take precedence over academic endeavors, we would like to encourage you 
to keep the act of reading high on your child’s list of summer activities and build a routine around reading. 

Why is Summer Reading of Unwavering Importance? 

Here are more really great reasons: improve Self-esteem, concentration, critical & analytical thinking skills, stronger     
                                                                  memory skills,  expanded vocabulary. 3

https://online.merrimack.edu/student-literacy-important-for-student-success/


Build a Family Routine Around Reading ~                                                                               
Let Reading Fit Naturally into Your Summer Plans~

*Make sure your child 
reads every day. 

(Easier said than done? …Please read on!)

*Make reading a part of your daily routine.
 Find that quiet space and set aside a specific time that enables your 
child to enjoy building h/her summer reading life, which may consist of 
an organized basket or bin(s) of books personalized by them, paper, 
pens/pencils to jot a note here and there, and to sketchnote their 
thinking about the text. see examples below). 

● *Read to your child.
● Kids of all ages are not too old to be read to! 

Get comfy and settle into a book that may be 
above your child’s reading level, but which you 
can read, discuss, and enjoy together.  

*Family Read Aloud can be the pinnacle of your summer!
Wise words and research by Jim Trelease remains first and 

foremost in the thoughts of families and educators:
“The single most important activity for building the 

knowledge required for 
eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children……

We read aloud to children for the same reasons 
we talk with them: 

to reassure, entertain, bond, inform,
 arouse curiosity, and inspire.”



A healthy reading diet is balanced with ‘just right’ texts in all genres and includes:                                                                                
-high interest texts that are beyond your child’s reading level 
            -a range of topics and genres
-shorter texts and longer texts, even one-page texts 
     -texts in different formats: chapter books, series books, picture books,                                                                     
      poetry books, joke books, magazines, instructional materials, travel materials,                                                                     
      graphic novels, and of course, chapter books for read aloud with you.
~A note about texts that feel“Just Right”~
Research has shown that children make the most progress in reading when they read books that are 
at their ability and read every day (Allington, McGill-Franzen).                                                                                                          
A book that feels ‘just right' provides work for the reader,  but not so much work that the reader 
loses the ability to maintain comprehension. By reading ‘just right books, readers learn what 
comprehension feels like and will then seek that level of understanding whenever h/she reads.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

On that note, please do not be overly concerned that a book is “too easy” or “too difficult”.

 If it is too difficult, Jump in and read along making it a pleasurable experience for your child.

Summer reading choices should be designed to encourage reading enjoyment. 

o 

Bring your child to the library. The New Canaan Library has an amazing free summer program 
to encourage reading:
Summer of MYSTER-READ, June 13-August 29 that is accompanied by a list of titles for all age 
groups.
 
Make a trip to the bookstore an occasion for fun. It always feels like a holiday when you 
walk out the door swinging the bag with your new book in it, aching to get home. 

Strike a healthy reading diet this summer!

https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/#elementary
https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/#elementary


Pointers Continued…
o Help your child find books about things they are interested in—sometimes the key to getting a child to love reading is simply to find 
the right genre or author. 
o How about some of those classics? Titles that we cherished, where good meets evil, where we remember being thrown off by the red 
herring trying to figure out whodunnit, and when we remember crying when Charlotte leaves her babies and Wilbur. 
O Find a series your child enjoys; they’ll want to keep reading the next book in the series, very much like a TV or movie series. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Start a meaningful discussion and show your children that you value what they are reading. 
Open-ended questions: 

● What would you have done if you were that character? 
● What do you like about this book? 
● This part of the story feels more important because…
● This story is really reminding me of..
● The characters just made the problems worse…
● If I could spend time with these characters….
● I bet I know what might happen next….
● Interesting! Amazing! I never knew that…….I thought I knew about________ 

but now I know________.
● If I could ask the author a question, I would ask…. (Sometimes, your child can ask the author a question- check out author 

websites. They are usually jazzed up with fun things to do and read! For ex, Jerry Pallotta’s website or Jarrett Lerner’s 
website)

   
 

o Start a neighborhood book club—invite your child’s friends to read the same book. They can exchange their ideas about the book on a 
shared Google doc and/or have book club meetings to discuss the books. 
o Turn on the closed captioning on your TV! This is especially good for children whose second language is English. o Play word games with your 
children (rhyming, synonyms, opposites, etc.). Google “word games for children” and you’ll find many free websites with fun word games. o Look 
for websites and apps that reinforce skills. Scholastic.com is a good place to start. o I can’t overstress the importance of being a reader 
yourself and letting your children see you reading every day.

https://jerrypallotta.com/
https://jarrettlerner.com/author/jarrettlerner/
https://jarrettlerner.com/author/jarrettlerner/


AndThere Are Still More Pointers to Making Summer Reading All That!

● Look for print everywhere—on cereal boxes, on signs, in store 

windows. Let kids read the words to you when you see print 

around you. 

● When your child reads to you, be supportive by giving them clues 

when they need them. It’s not a great time for anyone involved to 

ask your child to  read aloud to you when they are tired. 

● Turn on the closed captioning on your TV! 

This is especially good for children whose 

second language is English.  And there is 

always, CONTROL the amount of 

television watched & video games played 

in comparison to
 the amount of time 

spent reading. 

● Play word games with your children (rhyming, 

synonyms, opposites, etc.).  Google “word 

games for children” and you’ll find many free 

websites with fun word games.

●
Bring books everywhere you go.   Become  a traveling library. 

●
Remember that once is not enough! Re-read favorite books and 

poems, and let children re-read them to you. Chant, skip, jump, 

and dance to favorite songs and poems. It’s all about the sound 

of language. 

●
When children are ready to start reading on their own, make sure 

that the books they read are not too difficult. Save the difficult 

ones to read aloud to your child.

●
 

          We can’t overstress the importance of being a reader 
yourself  and letting your children see you in your reading 
routine.

● When you read aloud, read with expression. 

You are the role model for your child as a 

reader. Make a mistake and self-correct, 

reread…let them tell you what strategy could 

help you figure out an unknown word or tricky 

passage.  It’s inspiring to be the teacher:). 



Books, Books, Books & more Books!

New Canaan Library                     
     

Summer Reading Program

https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/
https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/
https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/
https://newcanaanlibrary.org/summer/


A few examples of what sketchnoting might look like

Reading a self-care book?

for an informational text~Sketchnotes 
The setting of one scene from Grandmother Oak by Rosi 

Dagit~

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2659697.Rosi_Dagit
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2659697.Rosi_Dagit


We wish you a wonderful summer 
filled with fantastic books and rich 

conversations!

East School

South School

West School

https://www.ncps-k12.org/o/ees
https://www.ncps-k12.org/o/ses


What happens if children build a healthy balanced 
reading life with appropriate book choices? 

~
There is a really wonderful chance that the children

will love reading, will read for
pleasure, and will read throughout

their lives!
Happy Summer Reading!

NCPS 2022             
Created & Compiled by Cathy Grimes, NCPS Elementary Literacy Curriculum Coordinator 


