
STUDENT DRESS CODE POLICY 

The NCCS dress code is designed to serve as a guide to students and their parents on the proper attire 
for our student body.  The goal of our dress code is to honor God by pursuing modesty and neatness 
while avoiding distractions from our academic, social and spiritual goals. Our dress code provides 
students a great deal of freedom for personal expression in terms of the color and style of clothing they 
wear, while maintaining a standard of neatness and modesty.  Knowing how to present oneself properly 
within the school community prepares students for future professional environments.  Our desire is to 
partner with families to instill this important life skill.   
 
Students should be dressed in such a way to respect and honor God, themselves and others.  Clothing 
should be neat, appropriate and professional. 
 
Other guidance may be necessary and students are expected to respond in a spirit of cooperation.  
Violation consequences are in the handbook.  
 

NCCS Dress Code – Neat, Appropriate, Professional 
 
General Guidelines 
 
Students are to be neat and well-groomed.  All attire must be neat, professional, and appropriately sized 
– not too small or tight and not too large or loose fitting. 
 

Tops (Shirts, T-Shirts, Collared Shirts, Sweaters, and Sweatshirts) 
 
Tops that are appropriate: 
 

 NCCS T-Shirts 

 NCCS sweatshirts 

 Collared shirts (polo or button-down style) that are plain in color, patterned, and/or striped. (If not 

wearing an NCCS T-shirt or sweatshirt, students must wear a collared shirt. 

 Sweatshirts and sweaters that are plain in color, patterned and/or striped may be worn over a 

collared shirt. (hooded sweatshirts are permitted, but the hoods may not be worn in buildings) 

 Brand name or logos on non-NCCS tops must be no larger than the palm of your hand on the 

front of the shirt. 

Tops that are not appropriate: 
 

 Tops that do not cover the midriff (the bottom of the top must fit appropriately below the waistline) 

 Tops that are sleeveless 

 Tank top style shirts, or cropped tops 

 Tops that do not cover all parts of the chest 

 Tops that are sheer or show any undergarments 

 Tops that come off the shoulder 

 Tops with any messaging or graphics other than NCCS name and/or logos  

 Athletic jerseys (NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB, etc) 

 Students should not wear NCCS athletic team uniform or team warm-ups to school 

 
 
 



Pants/Shorts/Skirts 
 
Pants that are appropriate: 
 

 Appropriate Khaki pants, chino pants, any solid (plain) color and jeans may be worn every day 

 Pants may be cargo-style pants 

 Pants should be appropriately sized, and sit securely at the waist (Regular fit, with “room” in legs 

and hips) 

 Belts should be worn if pants are unable to sit securely at the waist 

Pants that are not appropriate: 
 

 Frayed and torn jeans or pants are not allowed 

 Sweatpants, athletic pants, athletic joggers, yoga pants, spandex leggings, flannel pajamas, or 

athletic shorts 

 Form fitting / tight fitting uniform style pants or jeans 

 Pants made from sheer fabrics 

 Students are not permitted to wear NCCS team uniforms or warm-ups 

Shorts that are appropriate: 
 

 Loose fit khaki shorts, chino shorts that no shorter than 4” above the top of the kneecap 

 Cargo style shorts 

Shorts that are not appropriate: 
 

 Form-fitting, tight-fitting shorts 

 Frayed and torn shorts 

 Shorts that are shorter than 4” above the top of the kneecap 

 Athletic shorts  

Skirts and dresses that are appropriate: 
 

 Dresses and skirts of appropriate length and modest fit  

 Hemlines of dresses and skirts must be knee length (reaching the top of the kneecap) 

 Note: Sheer material on skirts or dresses is not considered part of skirt/dress length 

 Leggings may be worn under a dress code length skirt or dress (the skirt or dress must still reach 

the top of the kneecap) 

 

Skirts and dresses that are not appropriate: 
 

 Dresses and skirts shorter than knee length (not reaching the top of the kneecap)  

 Tight or form fitting skirts and dresses 

 Dresses that are sleeveless, strapless, or off the shoulder 

 Dresses in which the top portion does not cover all parts of the chest 

 Skirts and dresses made of sheer fabrics and showing any undergarments 

 
 



 
Shoes 
 
Shoes must be worn at all times 
 
Shoes that are appropriate: 
 

 Low heeled, closed toe, non-skid shoes are recommended 

 Sneakers, dress shoes, leather shoes, boat shoes, Crocs or closed toe sandals (with strap 

secured around heel) 

Shoes that are not appropriate: 
 

 Athletic slides, flip-flops, open toe sandals, slippers 

 Shoes with open toes  

 Shoes with platform soles or high heels 

Grooming 
 

 Hair color should look natural (including color and highlights) 

 Hair should be neat and well groomed 

 Hair should not cover eyes 

 Gentlemen may have neatly groomed facial hair 

 Hairstyles must not create a distraction in the learning environment 

 

Accessories (Hats, Jewelry, etc.) 
 

 Visible tattoos should be covered at all times 

 Head coverings such as hats, bandanas, scarves and hoods are not permitted inside the school 

 Lightweight jackets, sweatshirts or hoodies may be worn, but the hoods may not be worn in the 

buildings 

 Sunglasses may not be worn inside the buildings 

 Appropriately sized necklaces and bracelets are permitted in the school environment 

 Heavy chains, collars and medallions are not permitted 

 Excessive jewelry (multiple necklaces, bracelets, etc) is not permitted 

 Ladies may wear earrings (Hoops and dangling earrings are discouraged) 

 Boys may not wear earrings 

 Nose rings and jewelry worn in other body piercings is not permitted 

 Cross-gender dressing is NOT permitted within the North County Christian School community. 

 

NCCS Spirit Days 
 
NCCS spirit days are fun days for our school community and are designed as a way for students to show 
their school spirit.  We ask students to be mindful of our dress code standards as they dress for spirit 
days.  Even on special spirit days, our guidelines for modesty, such as length of shorts, skirts and 
dresses should be followed.  Each spirit day will provide more specific guidelines. 
 



 
Change of Clothing 
 
We encourage all students to have a change of clothing (extra top, bottom, belt, socks, etc.) on hand in 
case of an emergency or a student is out of dress code and needs to change.  Students who are out of 
dress code will either need to contact home and clothing will be brought to them or they must use their 
extra clothing on hand.   
 
Professional Dress - Allowed on chapel days or for special classroom circumstances   

 Ladies’ dresses and skirts must be properly fitting (modest neckline, knee length1, not tight). 

 Gentlemen may wear dress slacks, a collared dress shirt, and a tie, sweater, vest, or sport coat.  
Dress shirt should be tucked in.  

 Dress shoes encouraged  
 
 
 

Formal Dress Code  
Our school dress code remains in effect for our more formal events such as our dances at homecoming 
and prom.  The following is a guide to help you know what is appropriate and acceptable for our young 
men and young ladies at NCCS.  The emphasis is modesty, which is partially a function of the cut of a 
dress, but also a function of the shape of the girl wearing the dress.  Therefore, a dress may be modest 
and approved for one girl, and yet be determined immodest and inappropriate for another due to those 
individual differences in height, weight and body shape. 
 
Gentlemen:   
Shirt and tie is required; more formal attire is optional.   
 
Ladies: dresses must be approved before the event.  If, at the event, the dress does not meet the stated 
guidelines, the young lady will be asked to wear a cover-up wrap or shawl in order to stay. Guidelines of 
expected modesty include: 
 

 Regardless of the neckline, dresses must not reveal cleavage. 

 Necklines should be 3” or less from the collarbone. 

 Spaghetti straps, or strapless dresses are not permitted. 

 Dress length is measured from the highest point of the opaque fabric for all hemlines and must be 

no more than 2 inches above the top of the kneecap.  Lace or sheer fabrics are not included in 

the measurement.  Hi-Lo dresses are measured at the highest point of the opaque fabric (front, 

back or side). 

 Dress slits on longer dresses should be no more than 2” above the kneecap. 

 Midriffs must be completely covered (no see-through materials or cut-outs), no two-piece dresses 

unless the top completely covers the top of the skirt, even with arms raised above the head. 

 Dress backs cannot be lower than the bottom of the shoulder blades. 

 Sides of dresses must extend from the front of the dress all the way under the arm so there is no 

flesh on flesh contact between the arm and the torso.  Sides of dresses must also be solid with no 

cut-outs. 

 Dresses that are cut to be form-fitting must not be skin tight and will be assessed on a case-by 

case basis. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Extra-curricular Activity Dress  

 Same modesty & fit standards as above 

 Loose fit sweat pants, and T-shirts are allowed 

Students remaining on campus after school, or attending NCCS games or activities, but who are not 
engaged in the extra-curricular athletics practice or games, will be expected to remain in dress code.  
Students are to change back into school clothes following P.E. classes.  Students with 7th hour P.E. may 
depart in athletic clothing if they leave the campus promptly. 
 
These dress code guidelines are not intended to be exhaustive.  They are only to give guidance in 
areas most commonly in need of guidance.  Other guidance may be necessary during the course 
of a school year and students are expected to follow it in the same spirit of cooperation.   
   
NCCS students will be evaluated for proper dress and grooming each day. Students not in dress code will 
be permitted to go to class so long as their clothing is appropriately modest.  If a student’s clothing is 
considered to be outside our guidelines for modesty, the student will be denied entry to any classes until 
the dress code standard is met. 
 
Consequences for Dress Code Violations  
1st Offense – 30 minute detention and parent contact 
2nd Offense – 60 minute detention and a conference with administrator, student and parent 
3rd and Subsequent Offenses – 1-2 days suspension  
 

 

 


