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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND STAFF
non-commercial use without the parent’s permission.
Such information is limited to the following: name,

Blaine School District Mission and Vision
PURPOSE STATEMENT
Our purpose is to partner with families and the
community to educate all students in a safe environment
that continually inspires, empowers, challenges, and
prepares students to become productive citizens.

address, and telephone number, date and place of birth;
grade level; school attended; major field of study,
records of participation in school activities and sports;
weight and height of team members; dates of
attendance; awards and honors received; and most
recent previous school attended. If you do not want the
school to disclose directory information from your child’s
educational records without your prior written consent,
you must notify the school in writing at the beginning of
each school year.

VISION STATEMENT
We will work together to foster open communication and
continuous improvement, while providing studentcentered educational experiences, and maximizing both
the potential and subsequent academic success of all
students.

Non-Discrimination Statement

Blaine High School Mission

The Blaine School District complies with all state and
federal rules and regulations and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, national origin, sex or disability.
This holds true for all students who are interested in
participating
in
educational
programs
and/or
extracurricular school activities. Inquiries regarding
compliance and/grievance procedures may be directed
to the school district's Title IX RCW 28A.640 Officer, 765
H Street, Blaine, WA 98230, (360)332-5881 and/or
Section 504 ADA Coordinator, 765 H Street, Blaine, WA
98230, (360)332-5881.

WE ARE BLAINE HIGH SCHOOL
We foster RESILIENCE
We model RESPECT
We practice RESPONSIBILITY
We demonstrate COMPASSION FOR ALL
#BorderitePathwayToSuccess

Privacy Act
The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974
requires a school district to notify parents that schools
maintain official records regarding their child, which
include information deemed necessary to the welfare of
students and the orderly operation of schools, or
information required by law regulation.
Student records are the property of the school district;
however, parents and students eighteen years of age or
older may inspect the records by contacting the school
counselor for an appointment. Copies of school records
are provided upon request for a charge of ten cents per
sheet. Parents may challenge the inclusion in their
student’s records of any information they believe
inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the student’s
privacy or other rights. Parents may request modification
of the records, or enter their own statements of
explanation. Concerns about the information included in
the student’s records are to be discussed with the
principal. If the concern cannot be resolved between the
parents and principal, a fair and impartial hearing, upon
the parent’s written request, will be convened to review
the matter.
With very few exceptions, the school will not release
information regarding your child to other persons or
organizations except on your written, signed consent.
However, the district does specify certain directory
information, which may be released by the district for

In order to maximize the usefulness of this catalog,
please follow these general guidelines:
1. Familiarize yourself with graduation requirements
and classes required for your grade level.
2. After scheduling those required classes for your
grade level, choose classes that will help guide your
future. Choose classes that lend themselves to your
possible career pathway.
3. As you plan your classes, pay particular attention
to the prerequisites and any additional requirements
that a class has. Also make sure you have achieved
the appropriate grade level for the class, and note
any fees that the class requires.
4. Discuss your choices with your parents,
counselor, and teachers.
5. Be aware that if you sign up for a year-long class,
you will automatically be enrolled in the class
second semester.
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Common Core State Standards
WHERE CAN I FIND THE COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS FOR WASHINGTON?

WHAT IS COMMON CORE?
Today’s students are preparing to enter a world in which
colleges and businesses are demanding more than ever
before. To ensure all students are ready for success
after high school, the Common Core State
Standards(CCSS) establish clear, consistent guidelines
for what every student should know and be able to do in
math and English/Language Arts from kindergarten
through 12th grade. The standards were drafted by
experts and teachers from across the country and are
designed to ensure students are prepared for today’s
entry-level careers, freshman-level college courses, and
workforce training programs. The Common Core focuses
on developing the critical-thinking, problem-solving, and
analytical skills students will need to be successful.
Forty-three states have voluntarily adopted and are
moving forward with the standards. The new standards
also provide a way for teachers to measure student
progress throughout the school year and ensure that
students are on the pathway to success in their
academic careers.

Washington’s CCSS are available at
http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/default.aspx
HOW DOES COMMON CORE IMPACT
MY STUDENT’S GRADUATION AND TESTING?
CCSS will be assessed by the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced). Smarter
Balanced is one of two multistate consortia awarded
funding from the U.S. Department of Education to
develop next-generation assessments that accurately
measure student progress toward college- and careerreadiness based on the Common Core State Standards.
To achieve the goal that all students leave high school
ready for college and career, Smarter Balanced is
committed to ensuring that assessment and instruction
embody the CCSS and that all students, regardless of
disability, language or subgroup status, have the
opportunity to learn this valued content and to show
what they know and can do. With strong support from
participating states, institutions of higher education and
industry, Smarter Balanced will develop a balanced set
of measures and tools, each designed to serve
specific purposes. Together, these components will
provide student data throughout the academic year that
will inform instruction, guide interventions, help target
professional development and ensure an accurate
measure of each student’s progress toward career- and
college-readiness.

WHY ARE THE COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS ONLY FOR ENGLISH/LANGUAGE
ARTS AND MATH?
English/Language Arts and math were the subjects
chosen for the CCSS because they are areas upon
which students build skill sets that are used in other
subjects. Students must learn to read, write, speak,
listen, and use language effectively in a variety of
content areas, so the standards specify the literacy skills
and understandings required for college and career
readiness in multiple disciplines. It is important to note
that the literacy standards in history/social studies,
science, and technical subjects for grades 6–12 are
meant to supplement content standards in those areas,
not replace them. States determine how to incorporate
these standards into their standards for those subjects or
adopt them as content area literacy standards.

WHAT ARE THE DETAILS WITH THE STATE’S
TESTING?
In high school, students take Smarter Balance tests in
Math and English/Language Arts and the Washington
Comprehensive Assessment of Science. Student
scores on these tests determine a school’s federal
th
accountability status. All 11 graders will take the
Smarter Balance test in English/Language Arts, Math,
and the WCAS in Science
High school students must also pass tests, or stateapproved alternatives, to be eligible to graduate.
Required tests vary by expected year of graduation. A
student’s expected year of graduation is set when
he/she enters the 9th grade.
A small number of students receiving special education
services are eligible to earn a certificate of individual
achievement (CIA)/high school diploma by meeting
standard in the Washington Alternate Assessment
System (WAAS). Eligibility is determined by a student’s
IEP team.

WHAT DO THE COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS
MEAN FOR STUDENTS?
Today's students are preparing to enter a world in which
colleges and businesses are demanding more than ever
before. To ensure all students are prepared for success
after graduation, the CCSS establishes a set of clear,
consistent guidelines for what students should know and
be able to do at each grade level in math and
English/Language Arts.
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
Since most careers now require at least some post-high
school training, students need to make sure they have
met the admissions requirements for the specific
colleges they are interested in attending. In order to get
into a two-year college, a student needs his/her high
school diploma or GED. Certain schools or programs
may have additional requirements; therefore, it is
important to check with each school and plan
accordingly.
Four-year colleges in Washington State require a high
school diploma, which must include the following
minimum coursework, called College Academic
Distribution Requirements (CADRs). These revised
admissions standards are in effect for all students
graduating in 2012 or later. Please note that these
courses satisfy the minimum entrance requirements. The
BHS Counseling staff recommends that students
preparing for four-year college entrance take four full
years of both math and science. Students who will be
applying to colleges outside of Washington need to
verify specific entrance requirements directly with those
institutions, as they may differ from the State of
Washington entrance requirements. For additional
information on the requirements, please see your
counselor.

The College in the High School courses now offered at
Blaine High School are:
English 101
English 102
English 111
Math 151,152 – Calculus
Math 153, 154 – Pre-Calculus
Political Science 202
U.S. History 146, 147, 148
Advance Placement
The Advance Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative
educational endeavor between secondary schools,
colleges, and universities. It exposes high school
students to college level material through involvement in
an AP course, and it gives students the opportunity to
show that they have mastered the course work by taking
the AP Exam. Colleges and universities can then grant
credit, placement or both to students who have taken
these tests and earn a successful score for that school.
Students can benefit from taking AP courses by learning
a subject in greater depth, developing skills that will be
critically important to successful study in college, and
demonstrating their willingness to undertake a
challenging course. In addition to requiring more time
reading, writing, and studying, and students taking AP
courses should expect a more complex homework
assignment.

https://www.wsac.wa.gov/college-admissions

Special Programs
See your school counselor for details

All students taking an AP course are expected to take
the exam in May. Students will need to pay $13. All
students taking an AP Course is expected to remain in
the course for the entire year as we offer these courses
based on whether we have the enrollment to justify
offering the course.

College in the Classroom

At Blaine High School, we are always looking at ways
for our students to earn college credit while staying on
the high school campus. One option at Blaine High
School is the opportunity to earn college credit through
the “College in the High School” program. This program
allows students to take college classes taught by a BHS
teacher, on the high school campus, and upon
completion, earn both high school and college credit for
the class.

Blaine High School currently offers the following
Advance Placement courses to our juniors and seniors:
AP Art/Drawing
AP English Language and Composition
AP Literature and Composition
AP Calculus
AP Biology
AP Physics C: Mechanics
AP Chemistry
AP Evironmental Science
AP US History
AP Government and Politics
AP Macroeconomics

We have partnered with Everett Community College and
Central Washington University in this endeavor. Perhaps
the most exciting part of this program is the Blaine
School District’s commitment to pay the majority of the
cost for tuition. Families will have to pay only the $80
registration fee per 5-credit class. (5 credits = $535 at the
college).
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Northwest Career and Technical Academy
CREDITS EARNED

Each course at Blaine High School is worth .5 credit.
Students will take six classes each semester for four
years, for a total possibility of 24.0 credits. With 24.0
credits required for graduation. Should a student fail a
specific graduation requirement, the class will need to be
made up either through repeating it, or taking it through
credit retrieval or some other approved remedial
program.

Welding is an industry-based shop environment
designed for the student who would like to develop a
deeper understanding of metalworking and background
as a foundation for continuing education or entering the
world of work. The latest industrial metal working
equipment is used to develop student skills associated
with the welding trades. Welding, metal fabrication and
safety are taught with a mix of lecture and hands-on
competencies which maintain the student's interest and
foster a deeper appreciation of the trade.
*This class is offered at Meridian High School, Whatcom
County. Students outside of the Bellingham area must
provide their own transportation.

CREDIT/CLASS STANDING
Grade level is determined the first year a student enters
Blaine High School. High school students beginning at
BHS will progress from year to year without retention
unless they are withdrawn from the district for any
reason.

Classes run daily, Monday through Friday, from 8:00
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
7:45 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. Passing Time
8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Session Time
10:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Passing Time

Freshmen (0-6 credits)
Sophomore (6-12 credits)
Junior (12-18 credits)
Senior (18-24.0)

For the year-long program, students receive 3 high
school credits in the following areas:
1.0 Occupational Education
1.0 Technical Math
.5 Fine Arts
.5 Technical English

GRADING SYSTEM
The table below shows the grading system utilized
at BHS. A student’s Grade Point Average (GPA)
will be calculated based on the points awarded for
each letter grade. Pass (P), No credit (N/C), and
Satisfactory (S) grades are not used in computing
GPA. Students receive a .5 credit for each class in
which a passing grade is earned.

RUNNING START
This is an opportunity for juniors and seniors to attend
classes at either Whatcom Community College or
Bellingham Technical College. Eligibility to participate is
determined by the student’s GPA or an Acuplacer
assessment test. Successful completion of the classes
results in college and high school credit. Meridian High
School pays for the tuition for college level courses and
the student is responsible for books and fees. Whatcom
Community College fees currently include a testing fee
and per credit fee. Eligible students may qualify for a fee
waiver. Discussion with a counselor of the positive
features and possible pitfalls of this program is strongly
encouraged before making a decision to enroll in
Running Start

A = 4.0
A- = 3.7
B+ = 3.3
B = 3.0
B- = 2.7
C+ = 2.3
C = 2.0
C- = 1.7
D+ = 1.3
D = 1.0
F = 0.0

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
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Blaine School District Graduation Requirements
Class of:
Entering 9th grade
after July 1:

2018-2020

2021+*

2014-2016

2017+

English

4.0

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
4.0

Mathematics

3.0

3.0

Science (1.0 Lab)

2.0

3.0#

3***

3.0

Arts

1.0

2.0##

Health

.5

.5

2.0

2.0

1.0

1.0

5.5

3.5

0

2.0###

22.0

24.0

ELA

ELA SBAC

ASSESSMENTS
ELA SBAC test

Math

Math SBAC

Math SBAC

WCAS

WCAS

Social Studies

Physical
Education
Occupational
Education
Electives
World Language
Total Credits

Science

*Blaine received State two year extension (until class of 2021) for implementing 24.0 credit graduation requirement.
***Starting with the Class of 2018 and beyond, .5 credit in Civics or AP Government during senior year.
#Requires 2.0 credits of Lab Science
##Class of 2021 and beyond 1.0 credit can be a personalized pathway requirement.
###Class of 2021 and beyond, both credits can be personalized pathway requirement.
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Graduation Check Sheet 2018-2020

NAME:
ENGLISH (4.0 Credits)
DONE

FALL

SOCIAL STUDIES (3.0 Credits)

SPRING

DONE

FALL

SPRING

English 9

World History

English 10

US History

English 11

Sr. Social Studies*

English 12*

*One semester of AP Government or Civics, and one semester of Economics,
Psychology, or World Problems

*English COE may substitute for English 12

MATH (3.0 Credits)
DONE

FALL

PE (2.0 Credits) and HEALTH (.5)

SPRING

DONE

Algebra

PE Course 1*

Geometry

PE Course 2*

Algebra 2

Health**
rd

Algebra 2 required or a 3 math credit based on career goals in HS & Beyond Plan.

*Choose from the following courses: Aerobics, Team Sports, Walking, and
Weight Training. Courses can be repeated for credit.

Math COE may substitute
for Algebra
2
SCIENCE
(2.0
DONE

FALL

Credits)

FINE ARTS (1.0 Credits)

SPRING

DONE
**AP
Biology or AP Chemistry may satisfy the Health requirement.

Lab Science*

Fine Arts 1*

Science 2*
*Choose from: Art 1, Art 2, Adv. Art, AP Art, Concert Band, Concert Choir,
Drama, Jazz Band, Select Choir, Video Production 1, Video Production 2, and
Wind Ensemble.

* Choose from: 9th Grade Science, AP Biology, AP Environmental
Science, AP Physics, Aquaculture, Astronomy, Biology, Biology COE,
Chemistry, Horticulture, Physics, Turf Management. (Keep in mind,
colleges have their own definition of what constitutes a lab science.)

CAREER & TECHNICAL ED. (1.0 Credits)

ELECTIVES (5.5 Credits)

DONE

DONE

MOS (Required)

Elective 1

Elective 7

Career/Tech Ed 2 (Circle 1 Below)

Elective 2

Elective 8

Elective 3

Elective 9

Elective 4

Elective 10

Elective 5

Elective 11

Aquaculture

Fashion Design

Sports Management

Car Care

Foods

Tech Design

Construction

Horticulture

Video Production 1

Culinary Arts

Independent Living

Video Production 2

Robotics

Turf Management

Elective 6

CREDITS EARNED (22.0 REQUIRED)

Minimum College Entrance Requirements

Fall

Spring

TOTAL

9th Grade (0-3.99)

English

4.0 credits

Social Studies

3.0 credits

*Math

3.0 credits (Through Algebra 2)

10th Grade (4.0-9.99)

ADDITIONAL
11th Grade (10.0-15.99)

REQUIREMENTS

th
12
(16.0+)
PassGrade
ELA Exam
or meet alternate criteria

*Science

2.0 credits (Both lab science)

World Languages

2.0 credits (Same language)

Pass one Math EOC, Math SBAC or meet alternate criteria

Fine Arts

1.0 Credits
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*Senior year students must earn a credit in a math based
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE
Blaine High School encourages students to get involved in an activity, club, or sport. Research shows students
who are connected to extra-curricular activities have higher academic success. All students in extra-curricular
activities are under the same eligibility code. See the Athletic Director for further information.

Athletics
FALL
Cross Country (Boys & Girls)
Football (Boys)
Soccer (Girls)
Volleyball (Girls)
WINTER
Basketball (Boys & Girls)
Wrestling (Boys & Girls)
SPRING
Baseball (Boys)
Golf (Boys & Girls)
Soccer (Boys)
Softball (Girls)
Track (Boys & Girls)
Unified Soccer
Tennis (Girls)
SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS, CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
Students With A Purpose (SWAP)
Honor Society
Future Business Leaders of America(FBLA)
Drama
Technology Student Association (TSA)
Cheerleading
Knowledge Bowl
Yearbook
Future Farmers of America (FFA)
Teen Court
Associated Student Body (ASB)
Chess Club
Math Team
Skills USA

HOSA
Book Club
Upstanders United Club
Basketball Club
QSA
Magic/Yu-Gi-Oh Club
Clothes Closet
Art Club
Bocce Club
BGA Club
Cribbage Club/Card Games
Glee Club
Mindful Meditation Club
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CLUBS & Activities
YEARBOOK – Mrs. Wheeler
The yearbook production process involves talent, commitment, and an attention to detail. The yearbook staff is a team of
students who work together to design, create, organize, and proof a book containing the happenings of our school. We
have many positions available for potential photographers, graphic designers, advertising and sales.
The yearbook staff will be an after school program, with Jen Wheeler as the adviser. They meet Mondays and
Wednesdays from 3-5pm.

ASB – Associated Student Body – Mr. Fakkema
The attributes of successful leaders can be identified, modeled and taught. The old saying that “leaders are born and not
made” is not necessarily true. This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn ways in which they can
become successful leaders in their school and community. Improved leadership abilities will result as students assume
responsibility for the activities of the student body. ASB Leadership strives to involve as many students as possible in all
activities and events. Various skills of leadership are taught and students work on their own individual development and
improvement of those skills. Leadership subjects that are addressed, but not limited to include: Parliamentary procedure,
goal setting, agenda preparation, activity and event planning and evaluation, leaderships styles, problem solving,
interpersonal relationships, delegating and publicity techniques.

SWAP – Mr. Grambo, Mrs. Roetcisoender, Mrs. Lexin
Students With a Purpose (SWAP) is student-led club focused around the concept of service. It's our mission to serve our
school and the greater community through a wide array of projects.

Future Business Leaders of America – Mr. Barthlow
The mission of Washington FBLA and the Blaine Chapter is to educate and network our next generation entrepreneurs
and business leaders in Washington State. We focus on bridging the gap between business and education through
innovative leadership and career development opportunities.
Our program is focused on teaching 21st Century leadership skills. The primary things we work toward is to give our
students the opportunity to participate in competitive events, community service projects, and leadership development
opportunities that build their skills in very real and practical ways, and allow them to network with some of the best
business people and entrepreneurs in our region.

DRAMA CLUB – Mrs. Akers
The After-School Drama Club meets Tuesday-Thursday from 3:00pm to 5:00pm and encompasses three major
performances per year: Fall Musical; Winter State Drama Competition and Youth Theater; and end in Spring with a
Student Created Production. There are opportunities for both acting (Drama & Comedy acting, singing & choreography)
and Technical roles: (set design, costumes/hair/make-up, lights and sound, and marketing).

TEEN COURT – Mrs. Alexander
Teen Court is an opportunity for Blaine High School students to learn about and participate in our justice system in a very
real and meaningful way. They work on cases of youth offenders to determine the youth's disposition. The cases are tried
at the Whatcom County Court House every second Wednesday evening of the month.

CHESS CLUB – Mr. Sayegh
Come to Mr. Sayegh's room (146) to play chess Tuesday and Thursday at lunch. Beginners are welcome we'll teach you
how to play or help you improve your game. There is also a Blaine High School Chess Team that is part of the Northwest
High School Chess League. Here you will learn how to play a better game and compete against other Whatcom and
Skagit county schools. Interested students of all playing levels should come to Tuesday or Thursday lunch to find out
more about it.
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Knowledge Bowl – Mr. Dahl
Knowledge Bowl is an academic, team-based competition. Students compete in tournaments over the course of the Fall
and Winter, with a chance to participate in the State Tournament in March. Practices are held weekly to sharpen their
skills. All high school grades are welcome.

CHEERLEADING – Ms. Beson
Cheerleading is a fun, exciting, and physically demanding sport! We cheer for football and basketball during the school
year. The cheerleaders also support other activities/teams at the school, participate in volunteer work in the community,
do fundraising throughout the year, and attend cheer camp during the summer. Being a part of the cheer team is a year
round commitment! Tryouts for the team are held in the spring for the following year.

HONOR SOCIETY – Mr. Worthy
Blaine High School’s chapter of the National Honor Society is open to students of Sophomore standing who maintain a
3.5 cumulative GPA or higher. Read on to learn more about us!
Q: Who can join the Honor Society? How does one join?
A: Any student who is of Sophomore standing and has earned at least a 3.5 cumulative GPA is eligible for membership.
Each year, the adviser and executive council screen incoming Sophomores, as well as Juniors and Seniors, for members of
the student body whose GPA’s qualify them for membership. They are then notified that they meet the initial
requirements for membership, and we ask them to complete a member profile so that we have some more information
about them. Following a review of the profiles, candidates for membership are invited to attend the Induction Ceremony
in the middle of October (a requirement for membership). Once inducted at the ceremony, a candidate’s membership is
active.
Q: What does the Honor Society do?
A: We are the school’s academic leaders, and work hard to promote excellence in the areas of scholarship, leadership,
character, and service throughout the school and community. Our members engage in a number of service projects
throughout the course of the year, some specific to the high school (Honorgrams, tutoring) and some that reach into the
community at large (food drives for the food bank). We have an energetic and enthusiastic group of leaders who have a
powerful vision for this coming school year!
Q: How can I be involved if I am only a Freshman?
A: Even though Freshman cannot yet formally join the Honor Society (you don’t yet have a GPA) you are more than
welcome to participate in many of the Honor Society programs during the course of the year. Just ask one of our officers
or Mr. Worthy, our adviser, how you can help. We will certainly notice your enthusiasm, and remember it when you
reach Sophomore status and (hopefully) qualify to join us.
Feel free to contact student leaders of the society for more information, or drop by Mr. Worthy’s room with any further
questions you might have.

FFA – Mrs. Lexin
Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, and Living to Serve is the motto and goal of Future Farmers of America.
This leadership organization is focused on agriculture education and the skills to be successful in future careers. There are
many opportunities for all students to be involved in competitions and scholarships through membership. Students will be
involved with activities such as school-wide Homecoming celebrations, Habitat Restoration with Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Association, and participatating in regional fairs and plant sales, along with many other events.
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Skills USA – Mr. Rasar
SkillsUSA is a national organization serving students and professional members in career and technical education training
programs. SkillsUSA's programs help students develop personal workplace and technical skills grounded in academics.

TSA – Mr. Nelson
The Technology Student Association (TSA) is the only student organization devoted exclusively to the needs of students
interested in technology. TSA chapters take the study of STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) beyond
the classroom and give students the opportunity to pursue academic challenges among friends with similar goals and
interests. Together, chapter members work on competitive events, attend conferences on the state and national level and
have a good time raising funds to get there. Students can work individually or as a team in such areas as agriculture and
biotechnology, website design, dragster design, flight challenge, video, CAD with 3D modeling, desktop publishing,
extemporaneous speaking, radio controlled transportation or scientific visualization. Blaine’s TSA chapter has won many
awards at the state and national level, and is well known locally for sponsoring BHS’s Cancer Awareness Week.

Upstanders United Club – Mrs. Roetcisoender
This club meets monthly on the second Monday for an hour during lunch and BUILD time--you will be excused from
your BUILD time to work with this club! The goals of this group are to acknowledge strengths and opportunities to grow
by prioritizing mental health and wellness, promoting more unity and a school climate that is respectful and does not
tolerate bullying and helping students experience healthy, fulfilling relationships and support. We work closely with the
Safe Futures Project, a district-wide group focused on healthy relationships.

QSA – Mrs. Bugbee
A QSA club is a student-run club that brings together LGBTQI+ and straight students to support each other, provide a safe
place to socialize, and create a platform to fight for racial, gender, LGBTQ, and economic justice. We will meet together
to organize activism to promote a safe school environment FOR EVERYONE, to empower students with resources and
information to mobilize their peers to stand up for safety and equality, and we will work together to make Blaine an
accepting place. Everyone is welcome to join; we look forward to seeing you!

Magic/Yu-Gi-Oh/Dungeons & Dragons Club - Mr. Ellis/Mr. Messenger
Bocce Club – Mr. Rucker
Bocce is a ball sport belonging to the Boules family, closely related to British bowls and French pétanque, with a common
ancestry from ancient games played in the Roman Empire. Developed into its present form in Italy, it is played around
Europe and also in overseas areas that have received Italian migrants, including Australia, North America, and South
America. Bocce was initially played among the Italian migrants but has slowly become more popular with their
descendants and the wider community. Bocci has developed into a fun sport played at barbeques and family gatherings.
Be part of the Bocce club and let the good times roll!

Club Clothes Closet – Mrs. Balfour
Closet Club is a club for the future retail marketers, designers, business entrepreneurs, as well as budding social workers
and social activists! We maintain a clothing bank of coats, hats, shoes, shirts, pants, jeans and tons more for students at
the high school and their families. Donations are brought in, cataloged, sorted and displayed by students in our club. We
have feature sections such as Dance Closet where students can check out clothes and shoes to wear to dances. We also
stock class colors and dress up day outfits for all of our Spirit Weeks. We have a huge section of Black and Orange for
Borderite Pride Days and we even have a Halloween rack! Club members put in time before and after school as well as
on club days to advertise, stock, size and sort new donations. They develop retail experience as well as provide a valuable
service to the Borderite community. And the best part is that if you help… you get to have first choice
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HOSA - Ms. Weeks
HOSA is an international student organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education and the Health Science
Education (HSE) Division of ACTE. HOSA's two-fold mission is to promote career opportunities in the health care
industry and to enhance the delivery of quality health care to all people. HOSA's goal is to encourage all health science
instructors and students to join and be actively involved in the HSE-HOSA Partnership.
HOSA provides a unique program of leadership development, motivation, and recognition exclusively for secondary,
postsecondary, adult, and collegiate students enrolled in health science education and biomedical science programs or
have interests in pursuing careers in health professions. HOSA is 100% health care!

Math Team – Mrs. Gariano
Do you really like math? If so, math team is the club for you! Math team consists of 9th through 12th graders in math
classes Algebra through Calculus. We meet during lunch on Fridays in room 125 to work on selected problems and
explore math concepts further. We attend competitions once a month on Wednesday afternoons where students compete
in teams of 3. You do not need to be a math genius to be on math team, you just have to enjoy math and like to have fun.
Hope to see you there!

GLEE Club - Mrs. Wood
Glee club is a musical group, which traditionally specializes in the singing of short songs, glees, by trios or quartets. All
are welcome

Mindfulness Meditation Club - Mrs. Laskey
Learn to reduce stress, anger, anxiety, and depression; while improving concentration, mental health, self-awareness,
sleep quality, and your immune system through mindfulness meditation. No experience is necessary to gain benefits from
meditating. We will learn strategies, and sit for mindful meditation every meeting, and explore handy meditation tools to
access on the computer, and your phone to support your personal practice. If you are in multiple clubs, drop-in’s are
welcome as you’re available. If you have questions, stop by and see Ms. Laskey.

Cribbage Club/Card Games – Mrs. Surowiecki/Mr. K. Smith
Hello Cribbage players. This exciting club is for all skills levels of cribbage play from beginners who want to learn the
game to experts who are tournament level. Come and enjoy a great lifetime sport in a fun and relaxing atmosphere.

Book Club – Ms. Macheras
Students talk about their ideas for how the book club should run. They may choose to read a book together or just share
reviews of books they love. Small group discussions will inspire you to find new books you will love. Interested students
can also create and submit book reviews for publication in the Whatcom County Library System Teen Read-On newsletter
or Teen Book Vlogs.

Basketball Club – Mr. Jones
Lebron, KD, Steph. Whose game are you working to emulate? Show off your skills at Basketball Club. It is an
opportunity for students to participate in games like; BUMP, 21, one on one, or just improve their individual skills.
Students will have a chance to meet during Club Fridays in the high school gym. Come by yourself or challenge a friend
to a game of one on one. Please stop by Mr. Jones' room (111) to find out how you can participate.

Art Club – Mr. B. Smith
Meeting during Friday "Build"
Come build your Art Skills. For students needing help or time to work on class projects. Students may use this time for
self-directed projects.

BGA - Mrs. Burling
BGA - Books Games Anime is a community of individuals who are interested in anime, manga, card/video/board games!
This group congregates in a safe setting to enjoy all elements of BGA additionally including fan-fiction, drawing, cosplay,
and more. Meetings are fun and low-key and anyone is welcome to join! Hope to see you there! Room 120
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Courses – 2018-2019
Art
Course: Art 1 - Drawing Foundations – 1st semester
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
Are you nervous about taking an art class? If drawing a stick figure is a challenge, no worries, this is the class for you. We can build
your drawing skills and abilities from there.
If you like to draw, this class is for you too. Art 1/Drawing Foundations will challenge you to explore the drawing process. Your skills
will grow in unexpected ways.
This course is designed to introduce you to foundational skills. Drawing is broken down into basic steps that can be practiced by any
student. To develop your drawing skills, you must let go of pre-conceived ideas about drawing and art. You will focus on the drawing
process rather than the finished product. Exercises and projects will challenge you to look closely at your environment while engaging
in the creative process. Learning to trust your eye is key to learning about drawing and growing as an artist. This class is an active
“hands on” studio course. Students of all skill levels can have a rich experience. Drawing is the foundation to the Arts.
Drawing skills will:
. Develop hand/eye coordination
. Improve patience
. Strengthen visual awareness
. Increase confidence

Course: Art 2 – Ceramics – 2nd semester
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
Do you enjoy working with your hands? If you have never experienced molding a chunk of clay, you are missing out! Clay is an
incredibly tactile material.
You will be introduced to techniques for working with clay. Hand building skills include pinch forms, coil constructions, and slab
work. You will design and build your own forms with clay. You will have the opportunity to embellish the surface of your ceramic
forms by applying glaze. You will also have the opportunity to learn the pottery wheel. Gaining confidence in our artistic processes
promotes flexibility in thought and is an important key to your success in life.
To close the semester you will develop a design for a block print. You will transfer your design to a block, carve out the design, roll
ink onto the carved block, and print your image.
You will also have the opportunity to participate in the “Evening of the Arts” community exhibition. This is a celebration of your new
skills and interests in the arts.
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Course: Advanced Painting – 1st semester
Prerequisites: Drawing Foundations
Grade: 10-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
Before enrolling in this class, you should:
* Have a firm understanding of the art Principles and Elements.
* Be able to draw a still life and a portrait from observation using contour, value, and color.
* Understand the relationships between Negative Space & Positive Shape.
* Be capable of designing or manipulating a composition.
* Understand the importance of focusing on the drawing process rather than product.
Do you want to further your art experience and skills? Painting will challenge you to manipulate a fluid material while bringing all
your skills and abilities to the table.
As an introduction, you will explore color. Learning how colors mix and interact in a painting is of primary importance. Painting
techniques will give you a preliminary experience manipulating the material. You will develop painting skills through a variety of
projects that emphasize painting as a process-layout and design, rough in, and refinement. Paintings are built in layers. You will work
with watercolor, acrylic, and/or oil paints.

Course: Advanced Ceramics – 2nd semester
Prerequisites: Art 2/Ceramics
Grade: 10-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
If you enjoyed Ceramics 1, you'll love Ceramics 2. Here you will have the opportunity to focus on hand building or the Pottery Wheel.
Assignments will give you the opportunity to design and build forms out of clay. You will also embellish the surfaces of your forms
by applying glaze. Ceramics is a lot of fun-Ask anyone.

Course: Independent Study-Art
Prerequisites: Drawing Foundation and Painting, or Ceramics 1 & Ceramics 2
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
Admission into this course is by application only-see Mr. Smith for application.
Independent Study/Art is reserved for students who have taken Beginning and Advanced Art with a 3.0 GPA or better. Students must
submit an outline describing what they plan to accomplish during the semester before being admitted. Those who choose to undertake
this course must be self-motivated and have a strong understanding of basic techniques. This course will require consistent hard work
and dedication throughout the entire semester in order to meet all of the requirements.
Major projects will be due approximately every 10 class periods. Critiques will be scheduled outside of class time for each project. In
addition, an artist’s statement and research paper will be assigned. This course will be demanding yet incredibly rewarding!
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Business
Course: Microsoft Office Specialist I (MOS I)
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE/Business Graduation Requirement .5 credit
Description:
The need for Microsoft Office Skills is increasing dramatically as more and more academic institutions and businesses are embracing
newer technologies. Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) certification will enable students to advance their education and start their
careers with proven Office 2010 skills. Based on globally recognized standards, MOS 2010 certification is an important and
distinguished credential for students when applying for college or jobs.
MOS is a graduation requirement at Blaine High School. During this class we will be covering such things as Word Core MOS
Certification, PowerPoint MOS Certification and completing Leadership Points. Microsoft Office Specialist Certifications can be
earned in Word Expert, Excel Core and Expect, Access, OneNote and Outlook. Students earning PowerPoint, Word Core and Expert,
Excel Core and Expert and one of the other certifications can earn a Microsoft Office Master Certification. Students can receive
college credit for earning Certifications.

Course: Sports Management
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE / Business .5 credit
Description:
Sports and Entertainment Management introduces students to a managerial career in the fast growing and ever-changing sports and
entertainment industries. This course is specifically designed to provide students with an understanding of business fundamentals and
how to apply these principles in the areas of sports and entertainment. Students will become familiar with management theory and
gain practical experience to utilize in the future. Sports and Entertainment Management is a very practical course for anyone interested
in any type of business career.
This course is designed to develop the basic understanding of the importance of sports & entertainment management, marketing,
college & amateur sports, professional sports, decision making, management strategies, business organization, consumerism,
operations management, management of groups & teams, and managing information technology. Students will be introduced to
concepts that will improve their management skills by improved marketing and leadership and the use of goods and services of
business, managing their business and financial affairs more efficiently, and by becoming more knowledgeable and appreciative of the
Sports & Entertainment business system.

Construction
Course: Construction Skills
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE/Elective .5 credit
Description:
Construction Skills program prepares students for entry level employment into the construction industry. At completion students will
be able to recognize and use basic hand tools, power tolls, and be proficient in math that is applied to industry. The emphasis of the
course is framing. Includes, floor framing, wall framing, interior and exterior wall covering and fabrication and installation of roof
trusses.
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ENGLISH
Course: English/Language Arts Nine
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: English
Description:
ELA NINE is a full year Freshman level English course delivered as a reader’s/writer’s workshop. The official course subtitle is
“Taking Extreme Ownership of our Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Critical Thinking: A Workshop Approach to Learning in the
Language Arts.” The course mission statement is: “Our mission in ELA NINE is to develop our reading, writing, speaking, and
critical thinking skills so that we can meaningfully engage in the conversations of our society for a lifetime.”

Course: English/Language Arts Ten
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 10
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: English
Description:
ELA TEN is a full year Sophomore level English course delivered as a reader’s/writer’s workshop. The official course subtitle is
“Taking Extreme Ownership of our Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Critical Thinking: A Workshop Approach to Learning in the
Language Arts.” The course mission statement is: “Our mission in ELA TEN is to develop our reading, writing, speaking, and critical
thinking skills so that we can meaningfully engage in the conversations of our society for a lifetime, focusing on world literary and
rhetorical masterpieces as our primary vehicles of study.”

Course: 11th English - Sports Literature
Prerequisites: Junior Status
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: English 1.0 credit
Description:
This 11th English class uses American Sports Literature to explore, analyze, and celebrate the role and influence of athletics in
individuals' lives and society in general. This course will use fiction and non-fiction novels, as well as film, short stories and news
articles, to examine various topics, themes, philosophies, character types, as well as other aspects of literary studies that pertain to the
subject, which will lead to further development of reading, writing, and oral communication skills necessary to succeed in higher-level
courses and beyond.

Course: 11th English - American Literature
Prerequisites: Junior Status
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: English 1.0 Credit
Description:
This is a general education course designed to analyze the literature and voice of America as reflected through our historical path. The
curriculum is built to represent the various voices of our nation in a variety of ways, including fiction, historically relevant non-fiction,
poetry, non-fiction novels, and plays. Students will be engaged in a variety of learning experiences, including analytical essay writing,
reading for a variety of purposes, and public speaking.
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Course: Senior Genre Fiction
Prerequisites: Junior English
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: English .5 credit
Description:
This senior English is a reading class focusing on popular fiction, including the genres science fiction, fantasy, mystery/detective,
horror, dystopia/utopia, western, spy and romance. Students will read personal selections from the list of genres and share and reflect
with their fellow classmates. If you enjoy reading popular fiction, this class is for you!

Course: 12th Grade College Research Writing
Prerequisites: ELA Nine, ELA Ten, Junior Level English Class
Grade: 12
Length: Spring Semester Only
Type of Credit: English
Description:
The mission of CPRW is to prepare students for successful transition to college level expectations regarding writing prompt analysis,
selective and purpose driven reading, focused note taking, and integration of source material into texts.

Course: Creative Writing
Prerequisites: 11th English
Grade: Senior Status
Length: Semester (.5)
Type of Credit: English
Description:
The focus of this course is preparation for college-level writing and exploration of the creative elements of composition. Students will
learn how to prepare pieces for a variety of audiences and purposes in a range of genres including descriptive, expository, persuasive,
research, poetic, and fiction.

Course: Business Communications
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Senior English / CTE .5 credit
Description:
Business Communications is designed to provide the student with an opportunity to learn how to communicate effectively in the
Business World; no matter what career a student chooses; communication will play a vital role in it. We will be taking a look at how
to effectively write letters and other business communications, the employment process, how to prepare for your post-secondary
education, the use of technology in the communication process and technical writing. The writing process will be very helpful in your
post-secondary training as well as the work place. Many of the activities and assignments are set-up to help prepare the student for
graduation and beyond. Some of the assignments completed will fulfill the High School and Beyond Plan requirements. Much of the
work that a student will be doing in this class will be hands on.
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Family & Consumer Science
Course: Independent Living
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 11-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
This course is designed to prepare young adults to make wise choices on their journey to becoming independent informed consumers.
Students will use the decision-making process to set goals, manage finances, select housing, roommates, transportation, credit card
use, etc.
Communications and problem solving skills are emphasized within a variety of personal interest and societal issues. This class is a
must for students planning to live on their own upon graduation from high school.

Course: Food and Nutrition
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE - .5 credit
Description:
Everyone needs to eat! This course provides students who are interested in understanding the basic principles of nutrition in
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Emphasis is placed on food choices, food preparation, cooking skills, safety and sanitation, consumer
skills, and participation in food labs. The Washington State Food Handlers Card will be available for a fee of $10 with a passing score.

Course: Culinary Arts
Prerequisites: Food & Nutrition
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: CTE 1.0 credit
Description:
This course in designed to further enhance the understanding of food and cooking techniques. Students will be expected to become
competent in understanding and following recipes that use a variety of cooking techniques, prepare foods for special occasions, use
herbs and spices, food presentation and follow safety and sanitation practices. Students will explore the food industry and the careers
that it offers. The Washington State Food Handlers Card will be available for a fee of $10 with a passing score.
Servsafe coursework from the National Restaurant Association will be included.

Fine Arts
Course: Chamber Choir
Prerequisites: One year Concert Choir or Director's discretion
Grade: (9), 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Fine Arts 1.0 credit
Description:
By audition only. The Chamber Choir will sing a variety of musical styles from classical to jazz. Good pitch is important since much
of the music will be sung a cappella. Singers will be expected to perform often as a group, in solos and/or small ensembles at concerts,
school and community events, and at solo/ensemble festival in January. Chamber Choir students must show the ability to sight-read,
understand notation, musical terminology, the voice as an instrument, and work enthusiastically with others to achieve the group's
goals, other students' goals, and their own personal goal as a musician and human being.
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Course: Concert Choir
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Fine Arts 1.0 credit
Description:
No audition required. Students explore a wide range of vocal music from the Renaissance Period to Contemporary Period. Students
will sing in a variety of styles that best capture the performance style of that musical period and will gain an understanding of what
makes the musical periods different from one another. Emphasis is placed on personal musical development. This includes a basic
understanding of music notation, the voice as an instrument, and working with others to achieve the goals of the organization.
Students will perform in a variety of concerts for the community and occasionally will participate in competitions or concerts outside
the immediate community. In addition, students may elect to audition for or be selected for any district or state festival. Opportunities
exist for students to accompany the choir on the piano. The students will be provided a choral robe, and stole for their performances.
Students need to have black shoes for performances.

Course: Theater Arts
Prerequisites: None, but prefer you take Fall Term/Semester 1 before Spring Term 2/Semester.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Term 1 and Term 2
Type of Credit: Fine Arts - .5 credit each term
Description:
Students will explore the craft and careers offered in the world of Theater Arts which include: Acting/Improvisational Theater Sports,
Stage/Set/Lighting/Sound Design, Costumes & Make-Up Design, Masks, Playwriting/Story Creation, Dance/Pantomime, and Music.
Students culminate their learning at the end of each term by collaborating to create a student-designed show to perform for an
audience. All levels of experience are welcome. Those with more experience will be encouraged to create more advanced showcase
pieces.

Course: Concert Band
Prerequisites: Instructor's permission
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Fine Arts 1.0 credit
Description:
This is a performance oriented class aimed at underclassmen and students with some limited experience. Concert Band performs at
concerts, athletic games, festivals, and community events. Concert Band, together with Wind Ensemble, form the "Borderite"
Marching Band and the vaunted Blaine High School Pep Band. Attendance and promptness are required for all performances.
Fundamentals of musicianship, music theory, cooperative learning, well-developed work ethic, citizenship, and responsibility are
strongly emphasized.

Course: Wind Ensemble
Prerequisites: Instructor's permission and successful completion of audition
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Fine Arts 1.0 credit
Description:
This is a performance oriented class aimed at upperclassmen and students with more advanced musical skills and experience. Wind
Ensemble performs at concerts, athletic games, parades, festivals, community events, and world
tours. Wind Ensemble, together with Concert Band, form the "Borderline" Marching Band and the vaunted Blaine High School Pep
Band. Attendance and promptness are required for all performances. Fundamentals of musicianship, music theory, cooperative
learning, well-developed work ethic, citizenship, and responsibility will be strongly emphasized.

19

Course: Jazz Band
Prerequisites: Instructor's permission
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year - Zero hour three days a week
Type of Credit: Fine Arts .5 credit
Description:
This is a performance oriented class. Jazz Band performs at concerts, festivals, shows, and dances throughout the year. Attendance and
promptness are required. Advancement of musical skills; techniques for improvisation; exploration of diverse musical styles such as
jazz, swing, funk, rock, Latin; and a responsible, professional attitude will be emphasized.

Foreign Language
Course: Spanish I
Prerequisites: Good standing in English class
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Foreign Language .5 credit
Description:
On completion of year 1 of our program, the students will begin to develop necessary skills to carry on basic conversations, read and
write on familiar topics, and develop a broader understanding of society. Our program is based on the National Standards for Foreign
Language as well as Common Core State Standards. The students will begin to engage in conversations, provide and obtain
information, present information to a variety of audiences, demonstrate understanding of other cultures, connect the language and
culture learned to other disciplines, compare and contrast vocabulary and grammar in Spanish with English, participate in projects that
connect students beyond the classroom and out into the world through real world issues. And most importantly, have fun speaking
Spanish!

Course: Spanish II
Prerequisites: Spanish I
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Foreign Language .5 credit

Description:
Students continue their study of Spanish by further expanding their knowledge of key vocabulary topics and grammar concepts.
Students not only begin to comprehend listening and reading passages more fully, but they also start to express themselves more
meaningfully in both speaking and writing. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, and interactive activities and practices
which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis on providing context and conversational examples for the
language concepts presented in each unit. Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning, understand
common vocabulary terms and phrases, use a wide range of grammar patterns in their speaking and writing, participate in
conversations and respond appropriately to conversational prompts, analyze and compare cultural practices, products, and perspectives
of various Spanish-speaking countries, and take frequent assessments where their language progression can be monitored. The course
has been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages).
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Course: Spanish III
Prerequisites: Junior Status
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Foreign Language 1.0 credit
Description:
Building on Spanish 1 and 2, Spanish 3 students work toward building oral, written and reading proficiency through a variety of
topics. They are introduced to more advanced vocabulary and grammar concepts and focus on making connections to real world
applications. There is an increased attention to purposeful communication and accuracy in the language. The course is fully aligned
to the national standards set by ACTFL.

Course: Spanish 4
Prerequisites: Senior Status
Grade: 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Foreign Language 1.0 credit
Description:
Spanish 4 expands to include greater fluency and proficiency in the language. Students communicate in paragraphs often stringing
several thoughts together. They can explain and describe and use greater detail in their communications in the language. There is an
increased focus on accuracy and detail. Topics are open and varied to increase vocabulary naturally in new contexts.

Course: Spanish – Native Speakers
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Foreign Language 1.0 credit
Description:
Spanish for Native Spanish Speakers is for students of all levels that come from families where Spanish is the main language in the
home. This class is highly individualized and focuses on real world applications in the language. Topics revolve around current
events, careers, and use in the business world. The focus is on accuracy and details within the language and vocabulary that is more
universal.

Mathematics
Course: Algebra 1
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Description:
This course uses the Agile Mind curriculum, which is aligned to the Common Core Mathematics Standards. This one-year course
includes emphasis on problem-solving and communication skills. Competency in basic math skills is expected. Topics include data
representation, equations, inequalities, linear and quadratic functions, graphing systems, rational expressions, relations and functions,
and geometry.
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Course: Algebra 2
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and Geometry
Grade: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Type of Credit: HS
Description:
In Algebra I, students studied linear, exponential, and quadratic functions. This Algebra II course builds on that work, further
developing important algebraic and statistical ideas by extending techniques to solve equations and students’ knowledge of functions
by studying inverses and new function families: polynomial, radical, trigonometric, and rational functions. Students will also spend a
portion of the year studying probability and statistics.
The course begins with a study of arithmetic and geometric sequences. This provides an opportunity to connect to students’ prior
study of algebraic patterns while learning a new context. Students explore the relationship between a function and its inverse to extend
their understanding of quadratic and exponential functions from Algebra I and are introduced to square root and logarithmic functions.
Students also study algebraic operations with polynomials to develop new types of functions including higher degree polynomial
functions and rational functions. Once students have an understanding of various types of functions, they are prepared to solve
problems involving these functions which requires solving equations and inequalities, as well as systems of equations, that arise from
the functions. Modeling is a big part of this course, with functions as well as through the study of probability and statistical studies.
Throughout Algebra II, students will continue to develop proficiency with the Common Core's 8 Standards for Mathematical Practice.
These practices should become the natural way in which students come to understand, experience, and do mathematics. Mathematical
reasoning, effective communication with attention to precision of language, making use of the structure of mathematics, and modeling
are key components of this program.

Course: Geometry
Prerequisites: Algebra 1
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Description:
This course uses the Agile Mind curriculum, which is aligned to the Common Core Mathematics Standards. This one-year course
continues the study of algebraic concepts with the exploration of the following geometric relationships: points, lines, planes, polygons,
circles, 3-D figures, the concepts of proportion, similarity and congruence, area and volume, and geometric probability. The course
involves investigation, logical thinking, and problem solving leading to conjectures formalized in methods of proof.

Course: Intensified Algebra
Prerequisites:
Grade: 9
Length: 1 year
Type of Credit: Math – Algebra 1
Description:
Welcome to Intensified Algebra, a unique opportunity for you to have twice the math and twice the success! Instead of just being in an
algebra class and a support class, we have one combined program that is two periods long. Two periods of math, you think, why me?
Well, we're doing this so you can realize your true mathematical potential. And the goal is to have you exceeding grade level
mathematics by the end of the year. Imagine you being ready to take Geometry as a sophomore, that could really be you after this
year!
We cover the same topics as in the other algebra classes, but also review topics like fractions and order of operations, to make you a
stronger mathematician. Some of the algebra topics to be covered this year include: simplifying expressions, solving equations, and
system of equations, and an in depth look at linear equations, and working with inequalities. Second semester will include
mathematical topics like exponents, functions, sequences and quadratics.
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Course: Intensified Geometry
Prerequisites:
Grade: 10
Length: 1 year
Type of Credit: Math – Geometry
Description:

Welcome to Intensified Geometry, a unique opportunity for you to have twice the math and twice the success! Instead
of just being in an algebra class and a support class, we have one combined program that is two periods long. By the end
of the year you will actually be ready to take algebra 2.
We cover the same topics as in the other geometry classes, but also review topics from algebra 1. Agile Mind
Geometry will provide you with your first introduction to formal mathematical reasoning, logic, and proof. Drawing on
more than twenty-five hundred years of mathematical work, Agile Mind Geometry introduces the tools central to the
study of space and spatial relationships.

Course: Pre-Calculus - Math 153 & 154 Pre-Calculus(College in the Classroom)
Prerequisites: B or better in Algebra II
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Description:
A college level algebra course that includes principles of functions and graphs, theory of polynomial equations, graphs of polynomial
and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions and applications, conics, non-linear systems, determinants, and Cramer's
rule. Students have the opportunity to pay for and earn 10 college credits from Everett Community College for successful completion
of this course with earning a C or better.

Course: Bridge to College Mathematics
Prerequisites: L2 or lower on SBAC
Grade: 12
Length: 1 year
Type of Credit: HS
Description:

The course curriculum emphasizes modeling with mathematics and the Standards for Mathematical Practice found within
Washington K-12 Mathematics Learning Standards (the Common Core State Standards, CCSS-M). Topics include
building and interpreting functions (linear, quadratic & exponential), writing, solving and reasoning with equations and
inequalities, and summarizing, representing, and interpreting data. The course is designed to focus on building conceptual
understanding, reasoning and mathematical skills and provides students engaging mathematics that builds flexible
thinking and a growth mindset. For seniors who score in Level 2 on the Smarter Balanced 11th grade assessment and are
successful in this course (B or better), the Bridge to College Mathematics course offers an opportunity to place into a
college-level course when entering college directly after high school.
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Course: Calculus 1
Prerequisites: B or better in Pre-Calculus
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Course Fee - AP Test Fee Required
Description:
This course is intended for students who will take the Advanced Placement Calculus AB test and possibly qualify for college credit.
This course teaches students to work with limits of functions, derivatives, definite integral, and indefinite integrals. Study will include
analysis of problems numerically, algebraically, and graphically.

Physical & Health Education
Course: Health
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Health .5 credit
Description:
Health class is usually engaging for students because it involves many issues that directly affect adolescent lives. Students of find
relevance in topics covered including goal setting decision making, alcohol, drugs, peer pressure, tobacco, self-esteem, conflict
resolution, nutrition, fitness, sexual topics, relationships, mental health, social health, and more. Health class includes a balanced
mixture of projects, assignments, discussion, lecture, group work, and assessments.

Course: Yoga
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester .5 credit
Type of Credit: Physical Education
Description:
The intention of this course is to develop appropriate Yoga practice to prepare students for a non-competitive lifelong physical activity
that will help achieve and maintain one's own physical fitness. The primary emphasis is to focus on intentional breathing and posing
techniques for the purposes of stretching and toning the body while developing intentional relaxation skills. Through Yoga students
will recognize and appreciate how physical, emotional, mental, and social wellness are all interrelated.

Course: Low Impact Walking
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Physical Education .5 credit
Description:
Students participate in walking each day. At various times, students will record steps, distance, and calories burned. Students will
know how to take their heart rate and strive to push that heart rate each day.
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Course: Team Sports
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Physical Education .5 credit
Description:
Team Sports class features a balanced mix of team games (football, softball, soccer, volleyball, hockey, ultimate Frisbee, and
individual sports (badminton, pickle ball, freestyle frisbee, tennis). Units are usually 2 weeks long and include early skill teaching and
practice, followed by actual participation in the activity. Regular fitness tests are also included in Team Sports, along with general
fitness and skills.

Course: Weight Training
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Physical Education .5 Credit
Description:
Weight Training provides students the opportunity to learn fitness concepts and training techniques, based in a weight room setting.
Students actively engage in a variety of training programs which lead to increased muscular and endurance, cardio-respiratory
endurance, flexibility, and improved body composition, Each weights teacher brings his own philosophy and approach to the class, so
students are encouraged to communicate with teachers prior to enrolling. All weight teachers hope to impart a love for exercise and
appreciation for fitness so that students are motivated to lead a future healthy lifestyle.

Science
Course: Biology
Prerequisites: 9th science or recommendation from 8th grade science teacher
Grade: 9/10
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science .5
Description:
Major Course Units - Science as a way of knowing: The students will learn the criteria that make a claim "scientific," the techniques
scientists use in inquiry, and how to apply scientific principles to real world problems. ECOLOGY: This unit involves studying
multiple species and their interactions with the living and nonliving aspects of the world. EVOLUTION: Students study the
underlying causes of evolution and the evidence scientists cite to support the theory. CELLS: Cellular structures and functions.
GENETICS: Students will learn about DNA's structure and function, sexual and asexual cell division, Mendelian genetics, and the
connections between genes and proteins.

Course: Physical Science
Prerequisites: Biology
Grade: 10/11/12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Lab Science 1.0 Credit
Description:
Physical Science is an introduction to Physics and Chemistry. The units of study for the first semester are Motion, Forces, Work and
Energy and Wave Phenomena. The second semester covers The Nature of Science, Nuclear Science, The Atomic Structure and
Trends in the Periodic Table, Physical and Chemical Properties and Chemical Reactions. This course covers the topics with an
emphasis on conceptual understanding.
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Course: Principles of Biomedical Science “PLTW”
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9th & 10th
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Lab Science
Description:
The biomedical sciences are involved in many facets of our day to day lives, including but not limited to research, medicine, health
care, pharmacology, medical technology, and even forensics. Throughout this course, you will explore many of these areas and also
experience some of the fields first hand as you play the role of biomedical science professionals. To begin your work, you find
yourself in the middle of a mystery. A woman has died, and it is your job to uncover the clues that will lead you to determine how she
died.

Course: Chemistry
Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: lab science 1.0 credit
Description:
Chemistry is the study of matter, its properties and interactions with other matter & energy. Understanding Chemistry helps you to
understand the world around you and how things work! The class is organized around several themes—themes such as alchemy,
toxins, fire (a definite favorite!), global health, smells and weather (as time permits). This class is very inquiry-oriented with many
hands-on activities and collaborative discussions with your peers. Students learn to “do” science the way scientists “do” science.

Course: Physics
Prerequisites: Biology
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science 1.0 credit
Description:
The primary purpose of this course is to develop your understanding of the everyday world around you. Physics is everywhere. It is
part of everything you experience. With a conceptual understanding of physics you will be more alive to your surroundings. Richness
of life is not only seeing the world with eyes wide open, but also knowing what to look for. The secondary purpose of this course is to
prepare students for greater success in an Advanced Placement course or college level Physics should they choose to continue
studying this inspiring science. Laboratory work is an integral part of physics. The units taught are Motion, Forces & Newton's Laws,
Momentum, Energy & work, Waves, sound, Behavior of Light, Optics, and Electricity & Magnetism.

Course: Human Body Systems “PLTW”
Prerequisites: Principles of Biomedical Science
Grade: 10th & 11th
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Lab Science
Description:
You will examine the interactions of body systems as you explore identity, communication, power, movement, protection, and
homeostasis. You will design experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition
software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. You will exploring science
in action, build organs and tissues on a skeletal manikin, work through interesting real-world cases, and often play the role of
biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.
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Course: Earth and Space Science
Prerequisites: Biology
Grade: 11/12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Lab Science 1.0 Credit
Description:
Earth & Space Science is the study of the universe and Earth’s place in it, Earth systems, and the impact that human activity has on
Earth. Understanding ESS helps you understand the universe, the world around you, and how systems work. Topics include
astronomy, geology, oceanography, weather and climate, natural hazards and resources, and human impact on Earth’s systems.

Course: Horticulture
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science, CTE, elective 1.0 credit
Description:
Horticulture is the science of plant production. Students gain entry level job skills in greenhouse and nursery production, landscape
design, installation and landscape management. This is a hands-on course where students plan and plant greenhouse crops and small
landscape projects.

Course: Turf Management
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Science, CTE, Elective .5 credit
Description:
Turf Management is an apprenticeship course design by Golf Course Superintendents Association. The course provides focused,
hands-on experience in all areas of landscape and sports turf management. Students receive certification of competencies that are
accepted by golf, parks departments and landscape contractors.

Course: Aquaculture
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester - repeatable
Type of Credit: Science, CTE, elective,
Description:
Aquaculture is designed for students interested in an introduction to fishery resources and production. The hands on component is
centered on trout and salmon enhancement, at an off campus hatchery and habitat restoration site. Students may apply competencies
toward Bellingham Technical College Marine Technology Program.
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Social Studies
Course: World History
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 10
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Social Studies 1.0 credit
Description:
The course will focus on five major themes: civics, conflict, economics, geography, and social movements. They will first take on a
thematic approach in which students will be introduced to the various cultures and religions of the world. Then they will take on a
chronological approach to world history. This consist of several units: First civilizations, Greeks, Romans, Middle Ages, Renaissance
and Reformation, Age of Exploration, Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment, French Revolution and Napoleon, WWI, WWII, the
Holocaust, and the Cold War. Students will learn about history, make past to present connections, learn life lessons from historical
events, and apply them to their daily lives.

Course: US History
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
This course examines the major turning points in American History, beginning with pre-1492 native society, the events leading up to
the American Revolution, the origins of our constitution, reform movements, Manifest /destiny, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the
impact of the frontier, the changing nature of business and government, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the growth
of the US as a world power, the Cold War and the struggle to achieve class, ethnic and gender equity. The course extends to the
modern day Contemporary world issues such as globalization, economic interdependence and terrorism will also factor into our
analysis of international conflict and cooperation. The curriculum and academic expectations will be differentiated to accommodate
different learning styles and abilities. Current events are integrated into the curriculum on a daily basis so that students can see modern
connections between then and now. If you don't currently follow current events, now is the time to begin. It will enhance your
understanding of history and make you a more civic-minded and conscientious citizen.

Course: Economics
Prerequisites: senior status
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
This course will explore effective decision-making based on the concept of scarcity and the different methods to allocate goods and
services. Students will develop an understanding of supply and demand and how prices provide incentives to buyers and sellers. In
addition, students will build a basic understanding of personal investments, government and taxes, and international trade. Other key
topics include the United States role in the global economy, the Federal Reserve monetary system and its tools to regulate the
economy.
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Course: Civics - US & WA.
Prerequisites: Senior status
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
Civics is the study of the great theoretical and practical aspects of citizenship, its rights and duties: the duties of citizens to each other
as members of a political body and to the government. It includes the study of civil law and civil code, and the study of government
with attention to the role of citizens in the operation and oversight of government along with a study of local and state government.
This class is divided into units. Some units will have a main project. These projects will range from a paper to group work. Each
project will be introduced in the corresponding unit. There may be a test for each unit comprised of multiple choice and essay
questions.
Students have the option to earn 5 credits through Everett Community College (Political Science 202). Those wishing to do so will be
required to complete extra activities throughout the semester. These will be discussed in class.

Course: Contemporary World Problems
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
This class is based on projects and debates regarding world problems. Students will have a CNN test every week and a class
discussion every week on the magazine “The Week” which talks about world problems. By taking this class my hope is that you will
become a true citizen in that you have the desire to know what is going on in the world and try to somehow help solve these problems.

Course: Psychology
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
A general Survey of the important concepts in psychology with traditional theories and modern developments discussed. It includes,
but not limited to, such topics as the history of psychology, the biological foundations of behavior, learning, memory, problem
solving, sensation and perception, states of consciousness, emotions, personality, intelligence, gender and abnormal behavior.

STEM
Course: Technical Design
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
The design process is emphasized as students are introduced to graphic design, 3D modeling, and building and refining projects as
needed to solve a problem. Students will have the opportunity to use a 3D printer and laser engraver along with hand and power tools
and equipment to create models and projects of their computer generated designs.
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Course: Video Production 1
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
Students learn the basics of production in video and television, while performing the role of each member of a production crew.
Students learn to operate cameras, switchers, graphics, lighting, and sound equipment, work “on camera,” and learn to write scripts for
their own productions, as they learn about careers in television and video. Daily attendance and participation is a must.

Course: Video Production 2
Prerequisites: Video Production 1 or permission of instructor
Grade: 10 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
Students will manage, write, shoot, and edit stories and features as producers of video content for Blaine High School. Students will
also produce other projects as they learn about careers in television and video.

Course: Robotics
Prerequisites: C or better in Algebra 1
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
The basic subsystems in robotic technology are motion, power, sensors, control, and logic. These will be explored as students design,
build, and program robotic structures to solve various problems.

Course: Introduction of Engineering Design”PLTW”
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Year Long
Type of Credit: CTE
Description:
Students dig deep into the engineering design process, applying math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects. They
work both individually and in teams to design solutions to a variety of problems using 3-D modeling software, and using an
engineering notebook to document their work. Students will use Autodesk Inventor, which is a state of the art 3-D design software
package from Autodesk to help design solutions for different design projects including 3-D printing. Working in teams, students will
learn to document solutions, solve problems, and communicate solutions to other students.
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Course: Energy Solutions
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 10-12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: CTE .5 credit
Description:
If you like to know how things work, or have taken something apart to see what's inside, then this class is for you. Energy production
is the foundation of all technology that we use today, but there are many environmental, economical, and political reasons driving our
need to change how energy is produced. Explore current means of energy production, how power is measured, and how the efficiency
of an energy source is determined. Students will build models using various energy sources, and calculate mechanical advantage in
their power system.

Miscellaneous Courses
Course: AVID
Prerequisites: Application and acceptance into the Program
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year-long (1.0 credit)
Type of Credit: Elective
Description:
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an elective course and 4-year learning program designed to prepare high
school students for the rigor of the college experience. It is intended for those with average academic skills who need additional
support to become accomplished learners who can navigate college-level course work. Writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization,
and reading strategies are emphasized from freshman through senior year to help students become adept learners. Students are guided
through the process of researching college and career choices, identifying a good fit for education beyond high school, and application
to schools of their choice.

Course: Leadership
Prerequisites: Win election to an ASB/class
office or complete class application
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Description:
An interdisciplinary course designed to introduce the student to the tasks, strategies, and skills of effective leadership. Course
activities will move the student from theory to the practical processes of leadership. Basic concepts essential to personal skills
development and organizational leadership behavior included. Students in this class will be responsible for planning and organizing all
student activities at Blaine High School.

Course: Academic Success
Prerequisites: Counselor, Teacher,
Administration Recommendation
Grade: 9 - 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Elective .5 credit
Description:
Academic Success provides a consistent opportunity for students to organize, plan, and complete required work from any of their
classes. The teacher also checks grades consistently and regularly discuss progress with student. The Academic Success teacher
facilitates communication between the student and his/her regular teachers, and also advises students on strategies for success in their
various classes.
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Course: Career Choices
Prerequisites: 9th Grade Only
Grade: 9th
Length: Semester (.5 credit)
Type of Credit: CTE/Elective
Description:
Focus of this class is student organization and collaboration to build a foundation of career and academic success, at high school and
beyond. Topics: 1) Academic and career goals 2) Homework strategies 3) Reading strategies 4) Peer Tutoring

Course: Life Skills
Grade: 9-12+
Type of Credit: Varies
Course Fee: Optional costs for outings, will be notified in advance.
Description: Students enrolled in life skills courses have individualized education plans and require additional adaptive practices to
promote a happy and fulfilling life beyond school. Students practice in many domains including, but not limited to: vocation,
community access, functional academics, behavior/social skills, independent living, and more. Students leave this course feeling
empowered to take on responsibilities of the real world in a way that they feel successful and capable and are as independent as
possible!

Course: English Language Development
Prerequisites: Qualify for English Learner Program
Grade: 9-12
Description:
Provides students with a solid base in English through the development of listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills while
advancing competence in English to achieve academically in all content areas.

College in the Classroom
College in the Classroom
Course: English 111
Prerequisites: ELA NINE, ELA TEN, ENGLISH AT THE JUNIOR LEVEL
Grade: 12
Length: Fall Semester Only
Type of Credit: English
Description:
ELA 12-1 is a first semester Senior level English course delivered as a reader’s/writer’s workshop. The official course subtitle is
“Taking Extreme Ownership of our Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Critical Thinking: A Workshop Approach to Learning in the
Language Arts.” The course mission statement is: “Our mission in ELA 12-1 is to develop our reading, writing, speaking, and critical
thinking skills so that we can meaningfully engage in the conversations of our society for a lifetime, focusing on Beowulf and Hamlet
as primary delivery vehicles.” This is a “College in the High School” course offering five quarter credits through Everett Community
College.
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College in the Classroom
Course: English 101
Prerequisites: English 10
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: English .5 credit
Description:
The course focuses on the skills needed to be a successful critical reader of non-fiction and fiction and a skillful writer of
argumentation, research and analysis. Students will use analysis strategies such as the rhetorical triangle, close reading/critical reading,
SOAPSTone, argumentation strategies. Students will draft, edit, and revise a variety of written pieces including rhetorical analysis,
synthesis and argumentation. These areas are covered while reading themed non-fiction and fiction works considering varied
perspectives on topics such as education, justice, poverty, health and gender spanning from 1700's to present day. The course is
aligned with Central Washington University's English 102 offerings and college credit is earned through CWU with a C- or better
grade.

College in the Classroom
Course: English 102
Prerequisites: English 101
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: English .5 credit
Description:
The course focuses on the skills needed to be a successful critical reader of non-fiction and fiction and a skillful writer of
argumentation, research and analysis. Students will use analysis strategies such as the rhetorical triangle, close reading/critical reading,
SOAPSTone, argumentation strategies. Students will draft, edit, and revise a variety of written pieces including rhetorical analysis,
synthesis and argumentation. These areas are covered while reading themed non-fiction and fiction works considering varied
perspectives on topics such as education, justice, poverty, health and gender spanning from 1700's to present day. The course is
aligned with Central Washington University's English 102 offerings and college credit is earned through CWU with a C- or better
grade.

College in the Classroom
Course: Pre-Calculus - Math 153 & 154 Pre-Calculus
Prerequisites: B or better in Algebra II
Grade: 10-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Description:
A college level algebra course that includes principles of functions and graphs, theory of polynomial equations, graphs of polynomial
and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions and applications, conics, non-linear systems, determinants, and Cramer's
rule. Students have the opportunity to pay for and earn 10 college credits from Everett Community College for successful completion
of this course with earning a C or better.

College in the Classroom
Course: Calculus 1 - 151 & 152 Calculus
Prerequisites: B or better in Pre-Calculus
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Description:
This course is intended for students who will take the Advanced Placement Calculus AB test and possibly qualify for college credit.
This course teaches students to work with limits of functions, derivatives, definite integral, and indefinite integrals. Study will include
analysis of problems numerically, algebraically, and graphically.
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College in the Classroom
Course: Political Science 202
Prerequisites: Senior status
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Course Fee: $80 for Political Science 202

Description:
Civics is the study of the great theoretical and practical aspects of citizenship, its rights and duties: the duties of citizens to each other
as members of a political body and to the government. It includes the study of civil law and civil code, and the study of government
with attention to the role of citizens in the operation and oversight of government along with a study of local and state government.
This class is divided into units. Some units will have a main project. These projects will range from a paper to group work. Each
project will be introduced in the corresponding unit. There may be a test for each unit comprised of multiple choice and essay
questions.
Students have the option to earn 5 credits through Everett Community College (Political Science 202). Those wishing to do so will be
required to complete extra activities throughout the semester. These will be discussed in class.

College in the Classroom
Course: US Hist 146,147,148
Prerequisites: Junior status
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Social Studies 1.0 credit
Course Fee: $80/class through EVCC
Description:
This course examines the major turning points in American History, beginning with pre-1492 native society, the events leading up to
the American Revolution, the origins of our constitution, reform movements, Manifest /destiny, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the
impact of the frontier, the changing nature of business and government, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the growth
of the US as a world power, the Cold War and the struggle to achieve class, ethnic and gender equity. The course extends to the
modern day Contemporary world issues such as globalization, economic interdependence and terrorism will also factor into our
analysis of international conflict and cooperation. The curriculum and academic expectations will be differentiated to accommodate
different learning styles and abilities. Current events are integrated into the curriculum on a daily basis so that students can see modern
connections between then and now. If you don't currently follow current events, now is the time to begin. It will enhance your
understanding of history and make you a more civic-minded and conscientious citizen.
As an alternate to taking the AP exam, students will have the option to earn 15 credits through Everett Community College (US
History 146, 147, and 148). This option will be discussed in class and students will be required to pay an $80 fee per class.
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Advanced Placement Courses
AP Art
Course: Advanced Placement Art/Drawing
Prerequisites: Drawing Foundations and Painting 1
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Fine Arts 1.0 credit
Description:
In Advanced Placement Art you will complete a portfolio consisting of 3 parts; Breadth, Concentration, and Quality. You will need a
strong foundation in basic art techniques and skills and be willing and able to work outside of class. Expect to work approximately 3 –
5 hours outside of class per week in order to complete course requirements. You should have an open mind concerning your artwork
and be willing to EXPLORE as you progress. Your portfolio will be evaluated by the College Board of Education at the national level.
If you receive a satisfactory score, you may be eligible for college credit at the discretion of your chosen institution.

AP English
Course: Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of previous English course
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: English 1.0 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
Full-year introductory English course emphasizing analytical reading of selected poems and prose passages and writing analytical
essays based on poems, prose passages, and complete novels or plays.

Course: AP English Language & Composition
Prerequisites: English 10
Grade: 11
Length: Year-Long
Type of Credit: English 1.0 credit
Course Fee: AP exam fee
Description:
The course focuses on the skills needed to be a successful critical reader of non-fiction and fiction and a skillful writer of
argumentation, research and analysis. Students will use analysis strategies such as the rhetorical triangle, close reading/critical reading,
SOAPSTone, argumentation strategies. Students will draft, edit, and revise a variety of written pieces including rhetorical analysis,
synthesis and argumentation. These areas are covered while reading themed non-fiction and fiction works considering varied
perspectives on topics such as education, justice, poverty, health and gender spanning from 1700's to present day.
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AP Mathematics
Course: AP Calculus 1
Prerequisites: B or better in Pre-Calculus
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Math 1.0 credit
Course Fee - AP Test Fee Required
Description:
This course is intended for students who will take the Advanced Placement Calculus AB test and possibly qualify for college credit.
This course teaches students to work with limits of functions, derivatives, definite integral, and indefinite integrals. Study will include
analysis of problems numerically, algebraically, and graphically.

AP Science
Course: Advanced Placement Biology
Prerequisites: B or higher in Biology & a C or higher in
Chemistry
Grade: 11 - 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science – Health 1.0 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
AP Biology is a first year college level course taught in high school in accordance with recommendations from the AP College Board.
The course is designed to provide the students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, analytical and laboratory skills
necessary to deal critically with the rapid changing science of biology. In this course students will learn how biological systems utilize
free energy, how living systems transfer information essential to life, how biological systems interact and the process of evolution.

Course: AP Environmental Science
Prerequisites: Biology & Chemistry or teacher recommendation
Grade: 11/12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Lab Science 1.0 Credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee
Description:
AP Environmental Science in an interdisciplinary subject with the goals of (1) provide students with the scientific principles, concepts,
and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships in the natural world, (2) to identify and analyze environmental
problems or challenges (both natural and human-made), (3) to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and (4) to
examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.
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Course: Advanced Placement Physics C: Mechanics
Prerequisites: B in Advanced Algebra
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science - 1.0 credit - college credit depending on AP test
Course Fee - AP Test Fee Required
Description:
AP Physics C: Mechanics is a college level introductory course in physics with emphasis on conceptual understanding and calculusbased problem solving. The laboratory work is an integral part of the course. AP Physics C: Mechanics is a taught over a full year.
The calculus us in AP Physics is very basic and taught if the first few weeks. The remaining units are Kinematics, Newton's Laws,
work & Energy, Momentum & Impulse, Rotational Mechanics, Gravitation and Simple Harmonic Motion. The AP test is in early
May. After that there will be a unit in Relativity, Acoustics or Electricity & Magnetism depending on the students interest.

Course: Advanced Placement Chemistry
Prerequisites: General Chemistry and Advanced Algebra
Grade: 11-12
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Science 1.0 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course taken during the first year of college. For most students,
this course enables you to undertake, as a freshman, second year work in the chemistry sequence at your college or to register in
courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite. Topics covered include a review of general Chemistry material; the
structure of matter, with a focus on quantum theory; properties of matter, with a focus on intermolecular attractions; rates of reactions;
equilibrium reactions; thermodynamics; and electrochemistry.

AP History
Course: Advanced Placement Macroeconomics
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 11th or 12th
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
This half year course is designed to be an intensive study of macroeconomics at an introductory college level. The curriculum includes
aspects of supply and demand; the money and banking system; distribution of income; the government's role in the economy; fiscal
and monetary policy; as well as international trade. In addition, there will be a strong emphasis on current events and the practical
implementation of economic decisions and policies

Course: Advanced Placement American Government & Politics
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 11 or 12
Length: Semester
Type of Credit: Social Studies .5 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
A half-year introductory college political science course covering six units: constitutional underpinnings of the federal government;
political beliefs and behaviors; political parties; interest groups and mass media; institution of national government; and civil rights
and civil liberties.

37

Course: Advanced Placement U.S. History
Prerequisites: Junior status
Grade: 11
Length: Full Year
Type of Credit: Social Studies 1.0 credit
Course Fee: AP Test Fee Required
Description:
This course examines the major turning points in American History, beginning with pre-1492 native society, the events leading up to
the American Revolution, the origins of our constitution, reform movements, Manifest /destiny, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the
impact of the frontier, the changing nature of business and government, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the growth
of the US as a world power, the Cold War and the struggle to achieve class, ethnic and gender equity. The course extends to the
modern day Contemporary world issues such as globalization, economic interdependence and terrorism will also factor into our
analysis of international conflict and cooperation. The curriculum and academic expectations will be differentiated to accommodate
different learning styles and abilities. Current events are integrated into the curriculum on a daily basis so that students can see modern
connections between then and now. If you don't currently follow current events, now is the time to begin. It will enhance your
understanding of history and make you a more civic-minded and conscientious citizen.
As an alternate to taking the AP exam, students will have the option to earn 15 credits through Everett Community College (US
History 146, 147, and 148). This option will be discussed in class and students will be required to pay an $80 fee per class.
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