
7.17.1—EXCESS FOOD

Definition

“Excess food” means any food that remains after the serving of breakfast and lunch to students
during the school day; however, “excess food” does not include any food that has expired, been
opened, or been consumed.

Excess food shall be handled in accordance with U.S. Food and Drug Administration
regulations and Arkansas Department of Health rules.

Excess Food Sold a la carte1

Excess food may be sold a la carte no later than the day immediately following the day the
excess food was served in the District’s school meal service.

Donation of Excess Food

When it is not feasible for the District to reuse excess food, excess food may be donated to a
non-profit organization, such as a community food bank, homeless shelter, or other nonprofit
charitable organization.

The District’s Child Nutrition Director (Director), after consultation with and approval by the
superintendent, may identify a nonprofit “partner” that will accept the District’s excess food.
Before the District may donate food to the nonprofit partner, the Director shall obtain a copy of
the nonprofit partner’s 501(c)(3) documentation and contact information for use when excess
food is available for donation.

Whenever excess food is donated, the Director shall document all of the following on the form
provided by the Child Nutrition Unit:

1. What, how much and when excess food donations are made;
2. Who picks up the excess food for the nonprofit partner, including a signature along
with the date and time of the pick up; and
3. Signature of the child nutrition staff when excess food is donated to the nonprofit
partner.



Following the donation of excess food, the Director shall:

a. Monitor excess food donations;
b. Report excess food cost to administration; and
c. Revise planned production and menus to minimize excess food.

The nonprofit partner shall agree to provide the District’s students the first opportunity to receive
the donated excess food. The superintendent, Director, and nonprofit partner shall work
together to adopt procedures2 for the providing of excess food to the District’s students.

Notes: 1 If your district does not have an a la carte program, delete this portion of the policy.

2 When developing the procedures, one item to consider would be to have the district
(not the school food authority) either provide space the nonprofit partner may use to
provide a refrigerator or the district could provide space and a refrigerator for the
nonprofit partner to use to store the donated food until the completion of the distribution
of the donated food to the district’s students; this would reduce the amount of time that
the excess food is outside of a temperature controlled environment between when the
food is donated and the food is distributed.

In reviewing the procedures with the partner non-profit, one factor to consider is if space and
time will be provided for students to consume the donated food on campus, if students will be
provided the food to take home, or both.
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