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Monday morning challenge -  To build the tallest structure using 
marshmallows and toothpicks. 

SOUTHPORT CENTRAL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  - 10/19/18      

Important dates: 
November 9, 2018 
Veteran’s Day Breakfast 8:30- 9:30 

November 13, 2018 
Lifetouch Picture Re- take day! 

December 12, 2018 
Holiday Concert- 6:00pm 
Town Hall 

December 19, 2018 
Snow date for Concert 

stay informed: southport.aos98.net 

MATH COUNTS TEAM 
Desiree Scorcia at the Boothbay Harbor Public Library is starting a MathCounts team 
for our communities.  It is for grades 5-8 and offers fun math and competitions for 
students.  It will meet at the town library after school until 3:45 on Thursdays starting 
on October 18th.  Veteran teacher emeritus Rita Arnold will be helping as well.  
Snacks will be provided, too!  
Southport students may ride the bus to the library. 

Should you have questions, please contact Ms. Scorcia at desiree@bbhlibrary.org

http://southport.aos98.net
mailto:desiree@bbhlibrary.org
http://southport.aos98.net
mailto:desiree@bbhlibrary.org
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The children made cards and presented Kay McLeod with a gift to 
express their gratitude for the many science lessons she shared.

Mr. Shawn’s 
class earned 
their 1st Spirit 
Day of the 
year. They did 
the annual 
donut eating 
challenge.
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Stella, Silas and Georgia of the third grade class, share what they created in the Mystery 
Bag Design Challenge. Each child in Ms. Clarke’s room chose a bag which contained 
various items, along with a card challenging each to create something with a specific 
purpose. An example of this was Makayla’s challenge which was to create a fishing 

pole that was designed to reel in big fish.
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On Tuesday morning the older children worked with their buddies to 
help them carve their pumpkins; they are on display on picnic tables 

in front of the school. Thanks to parents Amy Scott and Shawn 
Griffith who came in to help. 
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Wednesday morning Lisa Clarke’s students each wrote a bill 
about something they would like to see become a law. They 
brought their bills to the mock House of Representatives 
members in Mr. Shawn’s class. They presented the bills and 
the House of Representative members voted on the bills to 
see if they would go on to be considered in the Senate. It 
was a great learning experience to show the children how the 
House and Senate vote on bills.
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It’s your child’s homework
What’s the best way to help your child with 
homework? By supporting her efforts to do 
her homework herself! This means you can 
help your child:
• Manage her time. Set a 

daily homework time when 
your child is most alert.

• Decide what to do first—
the toughest work, or the  
easiest? Experiment to see 
which way works best for her.

• Understand a concept. Explain if she 
asks, but don’t do the work for her.

Source: “Help with homework can affect child’s persistence,” 
Science Daily, niswc.com/autonomy.

Pull out your calendar and mark these special days this month to help your 
child learn about culture, citizenship, tolerance, gratitude and more:

• Nov. 4—King Tut Day. Check 
out a book or go online together 
to find out about the discovery of 
King Tutankhamen’s tomb on this 
day in 1922.

• Nov. 6—Election Day in the U.S. 
Talk to your child about the rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship 
and why it is important to vote.

• Nov. 16—International Tolerance 
Day. Discuss the importance of 
being respectful and trying to 

understand people who have 
beliefs or viewpoints that differ 
from yours.

• Nov.18-24—National Family 
Week. Spend extra time as a fam-
ily this week. Tell family stories, 
play games, cook meals and read 
together!

• Nov. 22—American Thanks- 
giving. Have family members 
make a list of all the people and 
things they are thankful for.

Cultivate curiosity
Studies show that kids who 
are motivated to learn by 
their own curiosity and  
interests stay motivated 
longer and achieve more in 
school. To nurture this kind 
of motivation:
• Help your child discover what inter-

ests him. Before he starts a project, have 
him think about what he wants to learn 
from it. 

• Ask him to share what he’s learning 
with you. Show enthusiasm: “What a 
cool thing to know! Tell me some more!” 

Source: L. Campbell, “The Reason Curious Kids Are More 
Likely to Succeed in School,” Healthline, niswc.com/curious.

Previewing the reading 
boosts comprehension
When students are reading to learn, it helps 
to spend a little time previewing the text 
before diving in. Have your child consider 
the chapter’s title. Does it offer clues about 
the main idea? What do the subheadings, 
boldface words, pictures or graphs tell her 
about what’s important in the content?
Source: M. Kelly, “How to Teach Students to Preview Reading 
Assignments,” ThoughtCo., niswc.com/preview.

November 2018

Discipline strategies that improve 
behavior at home and school
All children misbehave from time 
to time. But disruptive behavior 
in the classroom makes it hard for 
students to learn. Creating a pro-
ductive learning environment takes 
the combined efforts of teachers, 
students and families. 
 To encourage the behavior in 
your child that will make her an 
asset to the class:  
• Set positive goals. Focus on 

what you want your child to do, not what you want her to avoid doing.
• Be clear about expectations and limits. Enforce rules every time.
• Correct misbehavior simply. Move close to your child, look her in 

the eye, and briefly tell her what she should do. Repeat as necessary.
• Use logical consequences for misbehavior whenever possible. (If your 

child throws a tantrum, she’s probably tired. She’ll have to go to bed ear-
lier to get more rest.)

• Involve your child in solving problems. Kids who have helped 
solve a problem are usually more committed to the solution.

• Give your child practice making good decisions. Offer her lim-
ited choices—just make sure you can live with all the options.

• Show your love. Discipline is an act of love, not a substitute for it. 
Your child needs to know you love her no matter what she does.

Schedule time to celebrate learning

Southport Central School
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                       Hello from Mrs. Fowlie  
                       Happy Friday !!! :)  

*** Today in GUIDANCE,   
we continued our journey through  

an interactive book called  
“BIG LIFE JOURNAL.”  
Our specific topic was -  

“FOLLOW YOUR HEART.”  
We discussed listening to our inner voice, 

road blocks to following through,  
and ultimately how pursuing our passions can impact not just us,  

but others around us for the better ! :) 

We learned about a woman named Sylvia Earle who had a passion for 
fish/other under water animals and her dream to take better care oF 

our oceans.  Ask your kids about his story! :) 

*****We also reviewed our “PROVERB OF THE MONTH:” OCTOBER: 
“Kind words are like honey,  

sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.”  

Cultural Studies: 

We discussed what “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” meant, 
along with studying some U.S. symbols of  

“freedom,” “justice,” and “liberty” such as: 
The Statue of Liberty, Lady Justice, and The Liberty Bell. 
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We are making some wonderful plans  

to honor our Southport veterans  
here at school on Friday, Nov.9th from 
8:30-9:30am - PLEASE pass the word 
around to those who have served and    

     their loved ones. We look forward to     
children interacting with our  

Southport veterans and their spouses/loved ones etc. 
(please encourage them to RSVP - 

633-3132 - THANK YOU!!!) 
 

**************************************************************** 

REMINDER:  

NEXT FRIDAY, October 26th… 

“CLASH DAY “ is our theme for our  
“SERVICE SPIRIT DAY” benefitting the local 

Food Pantry and BRCRC.


