
Additional Questions: 
 
1. How were monies utilized from Robinson Broadhurst to accommodate the summer 

school?  Without prior knowledge of students needing additional time to complete, what 
other programming was the $3k+ taken from?  
 
Each year the district applies for the Robinson Broadhurst Grant. The district writes a 
proposal and submits to the committee.  The Superintendent also meets with the committee 
to review the proposal and requests.  After review the committee determines the amount 
rewarded to the applicants. The monies were used to provide a stipend for the teachers 
teaching summer school.  This money was requested specifically for this programming. 

 
2. I do not believe the 56 students for Summer school is accurate, it was shared 80-85 

students did not complete Summit for 17-18 SY.  How were the other 24-29 students 
incompletes addressed?  So to not run into this next Summer, what actions are being taken 
to avoid summer school with such a large number of incompletes for 18-19 SY? 
 
The amount of 80-85 is incorrect and this number was not shared by the school.  We will 
continue to mentor students and communicate frequently with students’ parents to ensure 
they are on track. In addition, students now understand that we will have summer school if 
the curriculum is not completed. This may motivate students to stay on track during the 
school year to ensure they complete what is expected. 

 
3. How specifically are students on an IEP or 504 accommodated within Summits teaching, 

aside from assessments being reconsidered/deleted?  Ie. Asking for specific protocol for 
those students who are allotted longer time time to complete projects/assessments 
without being assigned an incomplete orc”red lined”?  
 
As previously answered in the March 27 letter: 
Q: How are students with 504s and IEPs supported with Summit Learning? 

The Summit Learning Program was developed to support diverse learners, and it is ideal for 
this because teachers are able to easily personalize the work that students are doing and the 
content they are working on. It is also built to allow teachers to provide the necessary 
scaffolds and interventions for any student.  

All students on IEPs and 504s are supported in accordance with their plans. Inclusion 
students receive instruction in the classroom which is led by co-teachers: a general 
education and a special education teacher. Students that require small group services 
outside the classroom receive direct instruction from their special education teacher during 
Project Time and/or PLT. This year, students on IEPs and 504s are also learning more about 
their plans, including what accommodations work best for them and how to advocate for 
themselves.  

Teachers have received extensive training and coaching in various intervention methods and 
accommodations. These interventions can be based on academics, behavior and student 



focus and motivation.  Teachers work together to monitor student progress and provided 
interventions as needed. 

 
The general education and special education teachers are providing the instruction and have 
autonomy over the curriculum. Teachers provide the accommodations specified in each 
student’s IEP or 504 plan. All inclusion students completed the same curriculum, focus areas 
and assessments while being provided their necessary accommodations.  Their curriculum 
was not modified and the assessments were not reconsidered/deleted.  All students were 
allotted the time they required to complete the projects and assessments.   

 
4. What staff or Admin were able to preview and approve the Summit curriculum(West Coast) 

to ensure it aligns with Mass frameworks for MCAS or other Mass testing and was SC aware 
of said differences in curriculum? 
 
As previously answered in the March 27 letter: 
Q: Since the Summit Learning Program was developed in California to align with California 
standards, does it also align with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks? 

The Summit Learning curriculum was developed by teachers for teachers. Teachers can 
customize content, projects, and resources within the Platform to fit their local context and 
the needs of their students. 

Both California and Massachusetts adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for 
ELA and Mathematics in 2010.  All curriculum taught at MMS aligns to these standards.  In 
addition, teachers have incorporated curriculum they have taught previously to cover the 
additional standards that Massachusetts incorporated into the Frameworks. California and 
Massachusetts have also both adopted the Next Generation Science Standards.  Our science 
teachers have worked diligently to identify which science standards are taught in each grade 
using the suggested time line provided.  Teachers have reviewed all units and projects in all 
subject areas to ensure alignment. If teachers feel a standard is not covered to the degree 
they feel necessary, they have made revisions as needed. All of the Geography and World 
History curricula has also been aligned to MA History standards as well as the MA Literacy 
Standards.  

 

5. Advised Summit is a tool by Murphy at July 19 SC meeting, if MMHS or WPS is using Summit 
as a tool, then a parent may opt out of using Summit entirely, correct? 
 

Incorrect- 

● Working closely with over 300 schools, Summit heard feedback directly from them that 
they have established processes for making instructional decisions—such as adopting a 
textbook series or curriculum—to meet the needs of their students.  The Summit 
Learning Platform is a teaching and learning tool that includes a comprehensive 
curricula in English, Math, Science, Spanish, and Social Studies—as well as all the tools 



and learning resources students and teachers need for the school year. We want to 
respect each school’s process. Therefore, each school’s leadership and teaching team will 
determine whether to use Summit Learning on behalf of their community.  

● Summit’s approach is similar to what other education providers have adopted, including 
Google. For example, Google offers many “Core Services” that do not require parental 
consent, and they state that schools can provide consent for these services on behalf of 
parents - similar to the Summit approach. It is only for select “Additional Services” that 
they require school administrators to get consent from parents. You can read more at 
the following advisory: https://support.google.com/a/answer/6356509?hl=en 

● MMS has implemented personalized learning which is an approach to learning that 
impacts the entire classroom experience - it includes real-world projects that help 
students learn real-world skills, time for 1:1 mentoring with a teacher, and learning 
content knowledge through focus areas. Comparable to the adoption of other programs, 
tools, and resources we use at school, we are implementing Summit Learning as part of 
our core instructional approach. The platform is similar to Google Classroom; however, 
has a greater degree of functionality. Much like a student’s textbook in any course or 
subject matter, the Platform is a teaching and learning tool. However, instead of having 
multiple textbooks, the online Platform offers in one place curriculum, tools and learning 
resources that students and teachers need for the entire school year. Like a traditional 
curriculum, students have a set of assignments, projects, activities, etc., they need to 
complete. Unlike a traditional curriculum, students have a degree of choice in which 
assignments to complete, and the pace at which they complete them. Some of these 
tasks students can do on their own; others require them to collaborate with their peers 
or work with their teacher. In either case, the program has checkpoints built in when 
students have to demonstrate what they know before they can proceed to the next set of 
tasks. Each student can see the progress they’re making, whether they’ve achieved 
mastery of a task, and what needs to happen next. The teacher is able to see how all 
students are progressing. 

 
 

6. Regarding the Summer School data that was presented for 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, it is 
my understanding that the data from the two years was evaluated against a "current 
criteria". Specifically, what is or was that "criteria" and how, specifically, were these 
numbers determined and/or generated? 
 
The current criteria is a grade of 70% or higher.  Using our Student Information System (SIS) 
SchoolBrains, grade data was exported and analyzed.  Students receiving a final grade of 
69% or lower were included in this count.  
 

7. It was stated that tracking of students, with regards to potentially attending Summer 
School, was started in February. If this was tracked since February, why did the number of 
students attending Summer School not change from the previous 2016-2017 school year? 
 

https://support.google.com/a/answer/6356509?hl=en


Mentors tracked students throughout the year, called parents, met with parents, etc.  It was 
in February that I began tracking students that were off track.  This is how I determined who 
should be invited to the vacation sessions and who may possibly need summer school.   

8. I have been told by multiple sources that projects and/or content assessments were going 
to be removed from the Summit program at the end of the 2017-2018 school year in a 
effort to reduce the number of students that would have had to attend Summer School but 
teachers rejected that proposal. Is this true? 

At the beginning of the year, the teachers and I shared our expectation that all students 
would need to finish the curriculum. If not they would be required to finish during summer 
school.  I also heard this rumor from a few students.  When checking in with teachers, they 
remained committed to the expectations we set in the beginning of the year. 

9. Regarding the student information that the Middle School provides to the Summit platform, 
can you specifically list that information for me. I was not able to hear what was said. 

Per our Director of Technology 
student_name_first 
student_ name_last 
student_number 
student_ school_id 
student_ sis_id 
student_ state_id 
course_name 
course_number 
course_grade 
course_name 
course_period 
course_subject 
course_teacher 
course_school  
course_sis_id  
course_id 
teacher_name_first 
teacher_name_last 
teacher_number 
teacher_school 
teacher_sis_id 
teacher_id 
school_name 
school_number 
school_sis_id 
school_id 



 
10. The student_number and the student_sis_id are the same. These are 6 digit randomly 

assigned numbers for the sole purpose of tracking a student in our SIS, SchoolBrains. They 
do not relate to any other identifier.  
 
Summit needs an ID number much like a car needs a VIN number. These ID numbers are 
unique and only purpose is to tie data together. Without an ID number there would be no 
way to determine what academic data is associated with what, or what courses a particular 
student has when they log in. The student ID number that Summit receives is the SIS ID. This 
ID is not representative of any other information, it is a randomly generated and usually 6 
character. This is done so that a single value stays with the record and any demographic 
changes with respect to the student does not cause record errors. For example; with a grade 
level change, course change, or even a name change, the data remains associated correctly. 
 
Typically the State ID number does follow the student throughout the grade levels and 
buildings as well as other districts should the student move. The School ID is the same for 
every student; MMS, MHS, TTE, etc are all unique however. 
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