
RED  R I BBON  WEEK  FAC TS :

Misuse of alcohol and illicit drugs affects society through costs 

incurred secondary to crime, reduced productivity at work, and 

health care expenses. 

DRUG ABUSE FACTS - can have far-reaching 

consequences that affect family, employment, 

personal health, health care systems, local 

communities, and society as a whole .

Sign up and pledge to be drug free: 

http://redribbon.org/pledge/

Drug abuse costs the health care system about $11 billion, with 

overall costs reaching $193 billion.

Drug abuse and addiction also affects other areas, such as 

broken families, destroyed careers, death due to negligence or 

accident, domestic violence, physical abuse, and child abuse.

Drug abuse and addiction changes your brain chemistry. The 

longer you use your drug of choice, the more damage is done – 

and the harder it is to go back to “normal” during drug rehab.

Drug abuse and addiction is a chronic, relapsing, compulsive 

disorder that often requires formal treatment, and may call for 

multiple courses of treatment.

In 2013, 22.7 million Americans needed treatment for a substance 

use disorder – almost 9% of the population over the age of 12. Only 

about 2.5 million received such treatment at a specialty facility.
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