
 

 

 
 

Great things happen every day in Valley Heights Schools!  We have great kids, great teachers and staff, 

and great parents and patrons that support our schools, educational programs, and extra-curricular 

activities.  However, like many small rural districts, we also have challenges.  And facilities are a part 

of those challenges.  USD 498 provides educational opportunities in three separate locations.  Our 

schools have served our District and communities well for more than 5 decades.  Education has changed 

dramatically since these buildings were designed and constructed.  Technology and the methodology of 

teaching and learning are different now.  Additionally, modern education requires more spaces and 

specialized areas to allow teachers and students to reach their potential.  The safety and security of both 

students and staff must also be a priority. 
 

The operation and maintenance of so many separate structures for an enrollment of 440 students is a 

challenge.  All Kansas school districts are challenged to provide quality opportunities with reduced 

dollars and enhanced efficiency. 
 

The Valley Heights USD 498 Board of Education has made facilities and the future of education a 

priority.  The process began nearly 4 years ago in 2018 with establishment of a secondary goal from the 

KESA accreditation process "Responsive Culture" Strategic Plan.  In March of 2019, a public meeting 

was scheduled and held to gather input from local patrons on the direction of education in USD 498.  

More than 80 patrons participated and produced consensus reports with much information.  The Board 

of Education and Site Council worked separately and eventually together to refine the scope of possible 

capital improvements. In the spring of 2020, an option was formed to renovate all buildings at a cost that 

exceeded $14 million. Shortly after, COVID-19 put the projects on hold. In February of 2021, another 

Community meeting was held to share information and possible solution options.  Following the 

meeting, an AD HOC Committee was formed with Board and Site Council members and representatives 

from both communities.  The Committee met numerous times throughout 2021 and into 2022 to evolve 

a capital improvement proposal.  On June 2nd, with input from many sources, the USD 498 Board of 

Education adopted a resolution scheduling a bond issue election and applying for permission to vote the 

bonds from the State and for Bond & Interest State Aid. 

 

On Tuesday, August 30th, voters in USD No. 498 will go to the 

polls to decide if now is the right time to make an investment for 

the future of education in Valley Heights Schools.  Please take the 

time to get the facts, register to vote, if necessary, and vote on or 

before August 30th for one or both questions and the future of 

education in USD 498. 
 

BUILDING & EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGES 
 

 In USD 498, we have the opportunity and responsibility to provide educational and other 

opportunities to about 440 students each year. 

 Valley Heights Schools operates 4 attendance centers in 3 separate locations: PreK thru Grade 2 

in Waterville; Grades 3 thru 6 at Blue Rapids Elementary; and Jr./Sr. High grades at the Valley 

Heights campus between the two communities. 

 Waterville Grade School was built in 1958; Blue Rapids Grade School in 1971; and Valley 

Heights Jr./Sr. High School in 1972. 

 The operation, insuring and maintenance of so many structures for a District of our size is not 

very efficient. 

 Important educational dollars are lost every day with the separate locations; approximately 

$250,000 per year in unnecessary costs. 

 A more efficient one central location would allow for more staff collaboration and possible 

expansion of our curriculum. 

 Meal prep and distribution at the same site alone would be much more cost efficient. 

 At one site, transportation costs and travel time could be reduced to the benefit of students and 

teachers. 

 Today’s modern education requires more space and specialized areas, as well as technology for 

both teaching and learning. 

 Sharing of buildings, staff and other resources could benefit all our students. 

 School mechanical, electrical and other infrastructure systems wear out with much use. 

 The Vo-Ag Building has size and function challenges for this important part of our curriculum. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Valley Heights USD No. 498 

School Improvement Bond Election           August 30, 2022 

OUR CHILDREN… OUR FUTURE… OUR RESPONSIBILTY! 

 



PROPOSED BOND ISSUE SOLUTIONS 
 

QUESTION No. 1 
 Construct and equip an addition to the existing Valley Heights high school building to create a 

new K-6 elementary school and consolidate all grades to the central location for enhanced 

efficiency and operational savings. 

 Construct and equip an addition to create a new auxiliary multi-purpose facility/gym for Grade 

School PE, sports and recess needs. 

 Make other improvements at the junior-senior high site including new access and drop-off 

improvements, installation of a new playground area and equipment, remodeling of existing 

locker rooms, restrooms, and support spaces adjacent to the competition gym, and acquire and 

install life safety upgrades including new sprinkler system for the new building additions. 

 Annual operating efficiencies are estimated to save the district more than $230,000. 

 

QUESTION No. 2 
 Make improvements and upgrades at the existing Valley Heights High School including 

installation of a new mechanical equipment control system, new electrical panels, and additional 

security system upgrades. 

 Makes improvements to the existing Vo-Ag Building to include new siding, new openings, new 

electrical and lighting systems and the construction of a new classroom and miscellaneous 

finishes. 

 Make improvements at the Blue Rapids Gym including a new roof and structural repairs to beams 

and the roof support structure. 

 

FINANCE—TWO QUESTIONS TO GIVE VOTER’S CHOICES 
 

Question 1-- $13,865,000 bond issue at estimated 4.75% interest rate. 

USD 498 is currently eligible for state aid at a 6% sharing ratio—an estimated benefit of $1.57 million 

in property taxes from other parts of Kansas to our District and area. 

USD 498 has existing bonds that retire in 2023 and require a levy of 4.483 mills 

New bonds will require a levy estimated at 17.96 mills—a net increase of 13.48 mills 

A mill is $1 of tax on each $1,000 of assessed valuation of property in the District. 

13.48 mills represents estimated additional taxes of $12.92 per month on a $100,000 home. 

13.48 mills represents estimated additional taxes of $2.39 per Acre on Dryland/Irrigated Farmgound. 
 

Question 2-- $4,675,000 bond issue at estimated 4.75% interest rate. 

6% State Aid benefit on Question 2 is estimated benefit of $530,000. 

Question 2 would add an additional levy of 6.03 mills. 

6.03 mills represents estimated additional taxes of $5.78 per month on a $100,000 home. 

6.03 mills represents estimated additional taxes of $1.07 per Acre on Dryland/Irrigated Farmgound. 
 

Although the improvements in both Questions are considered needed, the Board of Education wants to give local voters 

choices in how much to address at one time.  As the improvements represented in Question 1 are considered the highest 

priority for desire savings, the improvements and issuance of Question 2 bonds will only happen if Question 1 is approved.  

Voter’s choices are: Question 1 alone, Questions 1 and 2 combined, or Nothing. 

IT’S AN IMPORTANT DECISION 
 

In communities and areas like ours, our public schools are arguably our most important infrastructure 

asset.  The education and preparation of future workers and citizens is always and important endeavor.  

How well we prepare our young people for leadership and ethics will shape our area and country’s future.  

The USD 498 Board of Education and many supportive patrons have invested hundreds of hours of study 

and research into Valley Heights Schools’ current condition and its present and future needs. Challenges 

will not solve themselves and will only become more expensive with delay.  The proposal on the 

August 30th ballot was developed with much input from many sources over a 4-year period. 
 

Parents and patrons of USD 498 are encouraged to register before August 9th to be eligible to vote on 

these important questions.  Please get registered, get the facts, and please vote on or before August 30, 

2022.  Now is the time to consider an investment to continue quality education in Valley Heights 

Schools. 

Keep Improving District Schools 


