
Minutes of Regular School Board Meeting
The Board of Trustees
Cass Lake-Bena Schools

A Regular School Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Cass Lake-Bena Schools was held 
Wednesday, August 24, 2022, in the Cass Lake-Bena Middle School Media Center.

1. Meeting Call to Order by Millie Baird, Board Chair at 5:05 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present –Millie Baird, Jolyn Donnell, Jamie Mitchell, Jennie Reyes, and Dave 
               Yates (arrived at 5:09 pm)
Absent – Lenny Fineday (excused) and Terri Vail (excused)

3. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. Agenda Approval

A. A motion by Donnell, second by Mitchell and unanimously carried  to 
approve the agenda for the regular school board meeting of Wednesday, 
August 24, 2022. 

5. Public Comment – None
6. Consent Agenda

A. A motion by Reyes, second by Donnell to approve the consent agenda as 
presented.

1. Approve the July 20, 2022 School Board Working meeting 
minutes.

2. Approve the July 20, 2022 Special School Board (Referendum) 
meeting minutes.

3. Approve the July 27, 2022 School Board Regular meeting minutes.
4. Approve the payment listing for the month of July in the amount of 

$1,147,514.22.
5. Accept the resignation from Alex Johnson, JV Wrestling Coach, 

effective August 10, 2022.
6. Accept the resignation from Melissa Freeman, Middle School 

Behavioral Interventionist, effective July 19, 2022.
7. Accept the resignation from Joseph Gould, Middle School Student 

Council Advisor, effective August 11, 2022.
8. Accept the resignation from Franklin Sam, ALC/District Custodian, 

effective August 17, 2022.
9. Accept the resignation from Caitlyn Lueck, Middle School 

ParaEducator, effective September 5, 2022.
10. Accept the resignation from Ralph Patton, Bus Driver, effective 

August 24, 2022.
11. Approve the hire of the following positions contingent upon the 

successful completion of a background check and drug screening 
results:
a. Lauryl VanKempen, elementary School ParaEducator, effective 

 



7.

the 2022-2023 school year.
b. Casey Crooker, Bus Driver, effective the 2022-2023 school 

year.
c. Nanette Crooker, Bus Driver, effective the 2022-2023 school 

year.
d. Jon Low, Bus Mechanic, effective August 25, 2022.
e. Kevin Wellen (MA+20–6), Career Pathways Coordinator, High 

School, effective the 2022-2023 season start.
f. Tori Bird, Elementary School ParaEducator, effective the 2022-

2023 season start.
g. Mary Seelye, Elementary Home School Advocate, effective the 

2022-2023 school year.
h. Bianca Sather,  Elementary School ParaEducator, effective the 

2022-2023 school year,
i. Elizabeth Larson, High School ParaEducator, effective the 

2022-2023 school year.
j. Lisa Mitchell, JV Volleyball Coach, effective August 25, 2022.

                     Roll Call:  Baird, Aye; Donnell, Aye;  Mitchell, Abstain;  Reyes, 
                     Aye; Yates, Aye

New Business
                     A.

                     B.

                   C.

D.

E.

A presentation was given by Mary Aery, Summer School 
Administrator, and Lisa Maki-Kuhn on the results of summer 
school.

The School Board discussed travel opportunities to attend out of 
state conferences:

1.  2022 NAFIS (National Association of Federally Impacted 
Schools) Conference in Washington DC from September 18-
20, 2022

2. 2022 NIISA (National Indian Impacted Schools Association) 
Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada from December 5-6, 2022.

A motion by Yates, second by Donnell and unanimously passed to 
award the bids for the 2022-23 school year as presented:

1. Milk – Cass Clay Creamery (Kemps)
2. Refuse – American Disposal
3. Snow Plowing – Shepard Excavating

An amended motion by Reyes, second by Mitchell and 
unanimously carried to award the bid for Lawn Mowing and 
Grounds for the 2023 calendar year to Wittner Mowing.  This 
motion was amended by Reyes to state the award was contingent 
upon supervision from an unrelated staff member.



F.

G.

H.

                        I.

J.

K.

L.

A motion by Mitchell, second by Yates and unanimously carried 
to approve the request from Transportation Director, Tyler 
Wittner, to add a second lead mechanic/driver position to the 
transportation department.
 
A motion by Yates, second by Reyes and unanimously carried to 
accept a donation of $5,000 from Dale and Jean Anderson towards 
the renovation of the tennis courts.

A motion by Donnell, second by Mitchell and unanimously 
carried to approve the second reading and adoption of the Cass 
Lake-Bena Public Schools, ISD 115, 2022-23 Student Handbook.

A motion by Yates, second by Reyes and unanimously carried to 
approve Wednesday, December 21, 2022 as a Truth in Taxation 
Public Hearing to be held at 6:01 pm in the High School Media 
Center.

A motion by Reyes, second by Donnell and unanimously carried 
to approve the first reading of the revised policies as presented:

1. Policy 416 – Drug and Alcohol Testing
2. Policy 418 – Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free School
3. Policy 524 – Internet Acceptable Use and Safety

A motion by Yates, second by Reyes and unanimously carried to 
approve the request for overnight travel from the Robotics team 
for five (5) students and two (2) chaperones to attend the AISES 
National Conference in Palm Springs, CA from October 4-8, 
2022.  All costs are paid through student activity and Indian 
Education Program.

A motion by Mitchell, second by Donnell and unanimously 
carried to approve the addition of a Recruitment Specialist 
position to work under the Part C Early Childhood Grant for one 
(1) year.

A motion by Mitchell, second by Yates and unanimously carried 
to adopt a resolution calling for a General Election, November 8, 
2022 of ISD #115 School Board Members as presented:

1.  Terri Finn-Goggleye
2. Jolyn (Holstein) Donnell (Incumbent)
3. Terri (Muller) Vail (Incumbent)
4. Leila Northbird
5. Lenny Fineday (Incumbent)

     8. Personnel



A. A motion byDonnell, second byYates and unanimously carried to 
accept the retirement of Karen Gagola, High School Special 
Education ParaEducator, effective August 25, 2022, and thank her 
for 27 years of service.

 9. Upcoming Meetings and Events
A.

B.

C.

D.

                      
                       E.

10.        Adjournment
                       A

Tuesday, August 30, 2022
Activities Committee Meeting
District Building/Arbor Room – 4:45 pm

Wednesday, August 31, 2022
All Staff In-Service
Middle School Commons – 8:00 am

Tuesday, September 6, 2022
Return to School Open House – 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Will take place in respective buildings

Wednesday, September 7, 2022
Special School Board Meeting
Buildings and Grounds Referendum Meeting
Middle School Media Center – 5:00 pm

Wednesday, September 21, 2022
School Board Working Meeting
Middle School Media Center – 5:00 pm

A motion by Mitchell, second Yates and unanimously carried to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:04 pm.

_____________________________ ______________
Jennie Reyes, Clerk Date
Cass Lake-Bena Board of Education


