
 

July 4, 2022 

  

Dear Winnetka Staff, Families and Community Members, 

I hope you have each had a safe holiday weekend with your families.  It 
saddens me to be reaching out under such terrible circumstances as our 
neighbors in Highland Park have experienced an unspeakable tragedy 
today.  Our own students and Board members participated in this morning’s 
Winnetka Parade, excited to be a part of the celebration and to be cheered on 
by so many happy children and their families as we walked down Elm 
Street.  My greatest responsibility as a leader is to keep our students and staff 
safe.  That comes before learning, before community relations, before 
anything else.  The burden of that responsibility proves to be greater than ever 
at a time when we see far too many examples of unrest and instability around 
us.   

While the social and emotional well-being of our students and staff has always 
been a tenet of our work as progressive educators, it is often overlooked for 
the direct tie that it has to supporting the mental health of the children and 
adults in our community.  It has been of particular importance for us to remain 
committed to this in the wake of the pandemic.  Mass shootings like the one 
that happened today in Highland Park have become all too common, and 
subsequently connected to the dangerous combination of mental instability 
and access to an improperly stored weapon and/or ammunition.   

As we attempt to process today’s horrible event, I am compelled to ask for 
your partnership in supporting our efforts to proactively support the social and 
emotional well-being of our students and staff as a pillar of our Strategic 
Plan.  Simultaneously, if you are a gun owner, I would ask that you review 



safe storage practice, which includes keeping guns secured in a locked 
container, rendering it inaccessible or unusable to any person other than the 
owner or another lawfully authorized user.  Our District will be working on a 
reporting mechanism for any student, staff or community member to access in 
order to confidentially report concerns about a person or situation in order to 
proactively support the safety and well-being of our community.  We continue 
to work closely with our Village Police and Fire Departments and value their 
partnership as a critical component of promoting safe and secure schools.     

I am truly heartbroken that this is my first communication to our community as 
Superintendent, but feel strongly that I cannot be an effective leader without a 
fierce commitment to upholding the safety of our greatest assets: our students 
and staff.   We have made confidential support available to any students 
and/or staff who may need it. Our community is strongest when it is unified in 
its commitment to each other.     

I thank you for your partnership and support, and wish each of you a safe 
remainder of the holiday weekend.   

Most Sincerely, 

Dr. Kelly Tess 

Superintendent 

 
 


