
A big congratu-
lations to the 
Blue Dragon 
Marching Band 
on their 1st 
place finish in 
Arlington  
yesterday. 
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Blue Ink 
This Week’s 

Need to Know 
 

FACT OF THE WEEK: Almonds and 
Peaches are members of the same 
family. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK: Drinking 
fruit juice doesn’t even come close 
to the benefits of eating fruit. Fruit 
juice often contains more sugar 
and a lot less fiber. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: Why should-
n’t you write with a broken pencil? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: Who 
makes moves while being seated? 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, September 28 
 - XC @ Luverne (3:00) 
 - Football v. Chester (7:00) 
Saturday, September 29 
 - Marching Band @ Tri-State Festi-
val in Luverne (9:30) 
Monday, October1 
 - JH/JV FB v. Chester (4:00) 
 - VB @ Tri-Valley (6:15/7:00) 
Tuesday, October 2 
 - Soccer Playoffs @ SFC (TBA) 
 - JH VB v. DR St. Mary (4:00) 
 - VB v. DR St. Mary (6:15/7:00) 
Wednesday, October 3 
 - FFA Land Judging @ Parker 
(10:00) 
 - XC @ Dell Rapids (2:00) 
Thursday, October 4 
 - XC @ BEC in Garretson (4:00) 
 - JH VB @ Canton (4:00) 
 - VB @ Canton (6:15/7:15) 
Friday, October 5 
 - No School—Staff Inservice 
 - Football @ Viborg-Hurley (7:00) 
Saturday, October 6 
 - Soccer Playoffs (TBD) 
  
 

Worth Mentioning 
 

Choose Kind this is the idea that 
Garretson schools are rallying 
around this year. There was an all-
school viewing of the movie Won-
der where the Mr. Browne’s open-
ing precept (defined as a general 
rule to regulate behavior and/or 
thought was “’When given the 
choice between being right and 
being kind, choose kind.’ - Dr. 

And this year’s 2018 homecoming 
king and queen are... 

by Sam Gonzalez 
staff writer 
 
     It’s that time of the 
year again-
Homecoming week, 
To uplift school spirit 
for the rest of the 
week, at seven o clock 
on Monday Night GHS 
started off with home-
coming coronation in 
the old gym. 
     With a small gradu-
ating class this year, 
the underclassmen 
seemed to out num-
ber the parents 
sitting, while they all 
waited anxiously to 
figure out who’d win 
and for students who 
all couldn’t wait for 
the last activity of the 
night; powderpuff. 
The Queen candidates 
were Kelsey Keegan, 
Molly Houg, Keara 
Beck, Samantha Gon-
zalez and Emily Erick-
son. Followed by the King candidates 
Drew Blosmo, Brennan Mudder, 
Cory Bryan, Trenton Karli, and Dako-
ta Johnson. 
     After junior emecees Jaden Clark 

and Autumn Heitkamp introduced 
2017 Alumni king and Queen, Mikay-
la Bottelberghe and Jack Konenchne, 
the moment everyone had been 
waiting for begun. 

     Konenchne made the funniest 
debut yet when he let the boys 
sweat it out for a few moments and 
then passed the football to Trenton 
Karli, yet turned around and 
crowned this years homecoming 
king, Dakota Johnson. 
     “It’s an honor, I look at it is I was 
chosen to represent to the school. I 
think coronation gives us a chance to 
represent our class especially when 
most of us have been together since 
kindergarten” homecoming King Da-
kota Johnson stated. 
     Soon after Bottleberghe slowly 
walked back and forth by the ladies 
a few times before crowning home-
coming Queen to Kelsey Keegan. 
     “Coronation keeps homecoming 
“tradition” alive and it’s important to 
remind yourself and others to re-
member that everyone matters. It 
doesn’t matter if I am in a wheel-
chair-it was nice to be included and 
accepted. EVERYONE matters” says 
homecoming Queen Kelsey Keegan. 
Congratulations to homecoming King 
and Queen Dakota Johnson and Kel-
sey Keegan. 

JOKE: Because it’s pointless  BRAINTEASER: A Chess Player 

Coronation brings 
smiles and laughter 
to the beginning of 
homecoming week 

Parade brings out school spirit in all 

by Riley Altman 
staff writer 
 
     “Making 
these t-shirts 
has been 
around ever 
since I came 
here, and I’ve 
been here for 
19 years,” stat-
ed Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Leis-
ter. The t-shirts are blue and white 
tie-dyed with a dragon on the front.  
     While talking with Mrs. Leisters’ 
kindergarten class they all spoke 
with excitement in their voices 
about getting to walk through the 
parade cheering “GO BIG BLUE!” 
     While the excitement and tradi-
tion of the t-shirts with the kinder-
gartners still rings true, a few things 
have had to change this year: the 
parade route being one of them.  
     It was changed once to complete-

ly avoid Main Street be-
cause of all the construc-
tion going on. However, 
due to all the rain we re-
cently received, the con-
struction is behind sched-
ule and will not affect ma-
jority of Main Street. Be-

cause of 
this, the 
parade 
will go 
back to 
the origi-
nal route 
starting 
at Pali-
sades 
Manor, 
going 
down 
Fourth 

Street and then going down Main 
and turning right in between O So 
Good and the public library. 
     “So far we have 24 entries, but 
we always have last minute entries 
the day of, so we’re looking at a big-
ger parade than usual,” said Mr. 
Long. The parade starts at 1 p.m. at 

Even though the route is different, many traditions still continue 

Queen Kelsey and King Dakota take their first official photo together after 
being crowned at coronation Monday night. 

The elementary students get to walk in the parade, cheering on the Blue Dragons. 
Kindergarteners (front row) even get their own custom made Blue Dragon t-shirts. 
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by Jayden Clark 
staff writer 
 
     J-U-N-I-O-R ju ju juniors! This was 
heard numerous times both during 
and after the Ruff and Tuff volleyball 
game. The juniors took first place 
with a first round win over the soph-
omores and a second round win over 
the defending Ruff and Tuff champi-
ons, the seniors. 
     Junior head Ruff and Tuff coach 
Aftyn Heitkamp said, “It was so ex-
citing and fun to watch our class fi-
nally win something, and then come 
back and get the double- dub taking 

the win in Powderpuff too!” 
     In the first round of Ruff and Tuff, 

the sophomores lost 
to the juniors and the 
freshman lost to the 
seniors. Although the 
score went back and 
forth between the 
teams in both games, 
each match was de-
cided in just two 
games. In the second 
round, the sopho-
mores beat the fresh-

man to take third place, and the jun-
iors beat the seniors to claim first 
place. This was the first time the jun-
ior class (class of 2020) had ever won 
an championship during the home-
coming festivities. All the sets of eve-
ry match were close and competitive, 
with a majority of the sets having to 
go into extra points. 
The event was not without some con-
troversy, however, with many of the 
coaches, players, and observers 
claiming there were some unclear 
rules that possibly affected the out-
come of the games. Heitkamp stated, 
“There was a couple spiking rules 

calls, and out of bounds/over the line 
calls which happened in all four 
games that caused an uproar for both 
the teams competing.” 
     This is only the third annual Ruff 
and Tuff competition and it has al-
ready gained popularity among stu-
dents and faculty. Heitkamp also 
said, “Ruff and Tuff is a fun way to 
keep the boys involved (since girls 
have Powderpuff), and it increases 
school spirit and energy among eve-
ryone.” 

Ruff & Tuff brings out 
extreme competition 

 
by Malia Johnson 
staff writer 
 
     The Monday night of homecom-
ing week has always been dedicated 
to coronation. However, in 2009, the 
GHS tradition of powder puff foot-
ball, following the crowning of our 
king and queen, began. For nine 
years, the girls of each class look 
forward to competing against each 
other on the football field. Teams 
are coached by their male class-
mates, and some classes even throw 
together a few plays before the big 
night. Junior quarterbacks, Madisen 
Nordstrom and Aftyn Heitkamp stat-
ed,”The coaching didn’t really help 
us, the coaches mainly hyped us up 
and told us routes to run even 
though we didn’t run them.”Four 
games are played before a champion 
is declared! 
     The night started off with the 

freshman playing the 
seniors and the jun-
iors playing the 
sophomores. Alt-
hough both games 
started off pretty 
evenly, the juniors 
and seniors came 
out the victors. The 
championship game 
came down to the 
juniors defeating the 
seniors, and the 
sophomores came 
away with the 3rd 
place finish by 
beating the fresh-
man. Powder puff 
victories only reward 
teams with bragging 
rights, but the junior 
class is confident 
that their win is a 
sign of what’s to come for the Blue 
Dragon football team Friday night. 

Powderpuff powers 
through cold weather 

Juniors upset seniors for both ruff & tuff and powderpuff championship 

The freshmen enjoy their first powderpuff game being able to play (pictured: Oliviyah Thornton, Dakota 
Olund, Madi Decker, Bryn Johnson, Morgan Pierret). The girls made it interesting in the first round 
almost upsetting the seniors, but fell short in the final seconds. The freshmen played sophomores in the 
consolation game but once again couldn’t come out with the win. 

Juniors celebrate their domination against the sophomores in the opening round 
(pictured: Kenzie Northrup, Austin Top, Aliah Lymon, Kendra Kleven, Tessa 
Pederson, Bella Peters, Kylie Uhl, and Ashlyn Andersen). That momentum carried 
through to the championship game against the seniors as the Class of 2020 took 
home the title. 

The juniors had a hard battle against the sophomores but came out on top thanks to strong back row attacks and aggressive tips. 

They took that strategy into the championship game against the seniors. And while the seniors looked to have the game in hand, the 

juniors made late comebacks in both sets to sweep and earn the victory. 

The sophomore girls are ready to cheer on their boys during ruff & tuff (pictured: 
Kennedy Houghton, Bella Narigon, Madden Lardy, Moly Hulscher, Lauren Heesch, 
Lizzie Olson, Peyton Hove, mattea Fiegen, Sophia Mosley, Caroline Hoskins, and 
Kenzie Henseler).  The sophomores took third in both ruff & tuff and powderpuff. 
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by Nobel Nothstine 
staff writer 
EDITORIAL 
 
     I, along with many other students 
I’m sure, dance around in my PJs 
every morning before school. I don’t 
know about you, but I’m ready to 
whip out my moves on the dance 
floor.  
     After the football game today, we 
all have a chance to get our boogie 
on! There will be a school dance in 
the commons from 9:30-11:30/12.  
     Mr. Long has informed me that 
there won’t be a DJ at the event, but 
the staff has put together a playlist. 
Pop and water refreshments will be 
available free of charge, and walking 
tacos are also provided for all 
attendees.  
     One bit of controversy arising 
from this dance is that many sports 
team are being prodded to go. Foot-
ball and soccer are both required to 
attend; volleyball and cross-country 
have been strongly encouraged to 
attend. If you’re not in any sports, 
but you planned on going to the 
football game, consider going to the 
dance as well.  
     In the words of Lady Gaga, “Just 
Dance!”  

Live it up; 
Just dance 

by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 
 
     This week is Garretson’s homecoming and with home-
coming comes dress up days. Dress up days are one of the 
highlights of homecoming week and many of the students 
take part in dressing up. 
     Monday is a classic day: color day. Some believe it to 
be one of the more boring days to dress for with every 
class wearing the same shirt as their other classmates; 
however each person puts their own spin on it with extra 
accessories: headbands, socks, glasses, etc. Seniors wore 
black; juniors orange, sophomores  green, and freshmen 
pink. Middle school and elementary also repped color 
day, making the school a complete rainbow. Staff got in 

on this dress up day this year donning grey. 
     Tuesday was country vs country club; most of the stu-
dents dressesd up as country due to that option being 
much easier. Most wearing a flannel, jeans, boots, and 
some sort of hat. There were a few dressed up as country 
club being slightly more diverse in the way they were 
dressed but many polos and visors were dusted off for 
this day. 
     Wednesday being the most popular day character/
movie day with all sorts of different costumes. People 
were minions, magic dragons, and all sorts of different 
costumes.  
     Thursday was circus day which fit the theme of home-
coming: “The Greatest Show on Turf” but was one of the 

most difficult to dress up 
with. A few people found 
clown outfits and there 
were a couple ringmas-
ters out there. But many 
students defaulted to 
animals that may or may 
not be seen in a circus, 
depending on where one 
would go. 
     Today is the last day of 
homecoming with its 
dress up title being Spirit 
day, due to some amaz-
ing sponsors every stu-
dent received a custom 
Garretson T-shirt that 
students were to wear in 
the morning for a group 
picture to send back to 
them. 

Dress up days bring out spirit and 
creativity all week 

Classic dress up days return, 
mixed with a few new ideas Dance looks to extend 

school spirit during 
homecoming week 

by Kennedy Buckneberg 
staff writer 
 
     FFA sponsored a blood drive  
which brought the Community 
Blood Bank bloodmobile to Garret-
son and it had a very good out-
come. Twenty three people decided 
to give blood, and every donation 
helps out three people.  So from 
this one day, Garretson residents 
helped impact almost 70 lives. 
     Most of those 23 people that 
had decided to give blood are from 

the community. There were a few 
students and staff members but 
many community members 
stepped up to donate.  
     The bloodmobile travels to Gar-
retson every year on homecoming 
and usually gets a pretty good turn-
out. The bloodmobile doesn’t just 
stay around Garretson, it makes its 
way to Watertown, Parker, Lennox, 
and Vermillion, along with many 
more.  
     The Bloodmobile will return to 
Garretson around mid-February. 

Bloodmobile makes annual 
return to homecoming by Jacob Facile 

staff writer 
 
     After a cancelled meet last week 
due to rain, wind, and cold weather, 
the Blue Dragon harriers returned to 
action this week, travelling to Sioux 
Valley on Tuesday. 
     In boys varsity Preston Bohl, 
eighth grader, finished third and ran 
a time of 17:51, Jayse Miller, fresh-
man, got 17th with a time of 18:51, 
Devon Leedy, sophomore, ran a time 
of 19:44 and got 31st and sopho-
more, Evan Debates got 60th and a 
time of 22:28. Garretson’s varsity 
boys team came in fifth place and 
got a score of 64 and a average time 
if 19:44. 
     In girls varsity Mikayla Heesch, 
seventh grader got a time of 20:53 
and placed third followed behind by 
Peyton Campbell, eighth grader, got 
a time of 21:12 and placed fourth 
and coming in at eighth place is sev-
enth grader Kylie Christensen 
clocked in with a time of 21:52, Oliv-
ia Mullin, freshman, coming in with 
22:53 and placing 21st. Garretson’s 
varsity girls came in first place with a 
score of 21 and a average time of 
21:21. This was one of the first varsi-
ty meets for many of these runners 
as they had been running JV earlier 

in the season. 
     Mullin is the veteran runner on 
this team, but the rest are all new to 
the varsity distance. However, these 
early showings may be good indica-
tors for the success of not just this 
year but years to come. 
     The JV contestants did great as 
well for Garretson; Geraldine Fry, 
junior, clocked in at 18:55 and got 
fifth place, Adair Hanisch, seventh 
grader, got a time of 19:50 and came 
in at ninth place, Kaci Danforth, jun-
ior, clocking in at 21:54 and finishing 
place at 29th.  
     In mens’ JV Sam Schleuter, eighth 
grader got second place and timing 
in at 15:42, coming at 21st Sam 
Konechne, sophomore, and clocking 
in at 17:27, Chris Wynia finished with 
a time of 19:27; 44th. Garretson’s JV 
boys came in third place with a total 
score of 64 and a average time of 
17:36 
     The Blue Dragon runners also 
went to Platte on Saturday as an ex-
tra meet to makeup for the Dell Rap-
ids meet that was cancelled. The har-
riers are back in action today at 3:00 
for a meet in Lennox. 

XC runs well in Sioux Valley 
Both varsity and junior varsity  
runners are hitting their stride 

The Community Blood Bank 
brings its Bloodmobile out to 
Garretson each year during 
homecoming, thanks to 
efforts by the FFA. 


