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Innovation marks new HPS year 
The start of classes for the 2018-2019 academic year offers a 
number of innovations for Hope Public Schools students. 

 

‘Here Comes the Bus’ application      

HPS Transportation and Facilities Director Maurice Henry and HPS Technology 
Coordinator Jeff Madlock explained the new “Here Comes the Bus” mobile 
application and website for Hope Public Schools. 
“The student will know and the parent will know when the bus is about to get 
there,” Madlock said. 
Henry said the district has been working to implement the system since March. 
“With it, you will have the information you need to send your children to the bus 
stop at just the right time, helping to protect them from inclement weather and 
other roadside dangers,” Henry said in a letter to parents. 
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Fall Calendar 
Oct. 8 – District 
report to public. 

Oct. 15 – Regular 
School Board date. 

Oct. 29-Nov. 2 – 
Red Ribbon Week. 
Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 
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 The letter explains the concept and how parents can access it on smartphones, electronic tablets or computers. 
The free software application enables parents to see the location of their child’s bus both before and after 
school hours; to confirm that the child’s bus has arrived at the bus stop and at school, then back at the bus stop 
at the end of the day; and, to receive a push notification or email message when their child’s bus is near their 
stop. 
The application also provides push or email notification on substitution of buses, and upon delays en route. 
The software is available in English and Spanish and can be downloaded free from the App Store or Google 
Play portals. 
 
 Getting started with the application requires only six steps: 

1. Download the “Here Comes the Bus” application or go to herecomesthebus.com online. 
2. Click the “sign up” button. 
3. Enter school code 87671 and click “Next”, then click “Confirm.” 
4. Complete the “User Profile.” 
5. Under “My Students,” click “Add;” then, enter your child’s last name and student ID number. 
6. Confirm the information and begin using “Here Comes the Bus.” 

 
Questions regarding “Here Comes the Bus” should be directed to Henry’s office at 
Maurice.henry@hpsdistrict.org online, or by phone at 870-722-2700, ext. 36. 
 
Student Health Center 

Planning has been completed and organization is underway for the implementation of a $500,000 state grant-
based conversion of the former home and family sciences “cottage” on the Hope High School campus into a 
school-based health center.  
Renovations to the HHS “cottage” will be undertaken with the first $150,000 of the proposed grant; while, 
much of the furnishings and equipment needed for initial operations have been donated by Wadley Regional 
Medical Center-Hope. 
Plans call for beginning operations in the Spring, 2019, semester. 
The renovation plan calls for remodeling to provide for a reception area, waiting area, up to five exam rooms, 
restrooms, offices, laboratory, secured storage, break room, and conference room. 
The health center is designed provide both physical and mental health components including immunizations, 
wellness visits, athletics physicals, acute care, vision exams, dental exams, health education, and training 
about preventative health, as well as mental assessments, referrals, counseling, and medication management. 
 
Hope Collegiate and Professions Academy 
The pilot class for the Hope Collegiate and Professions Academy program is housed in the Johnny Rapert 
Library Complex on the University of Arkansas-Hope campus, and includes an initial cohort of 23 tenth-grade 
students who will take college level studies through the 12th grade to graduate with a Hope High School 
diploma and an Associate’s Degree or Professional Certification from UAHT. 
The HCP Academy is designed to provide a high school student a pathway to graduate with a high school 
diploma and an associate degree simultaneously and free of cost.  
Students must meet the residency requirements of the Hope Public School District and must be enrolled as a 
Hope Public School student. 
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People 
The new director of the forthcoming Hope High School Health Center, Gretchen 
Carlton, has a bachelor of science in healthcare administration degree; and, an 
extensive medical services and health care background to bring to the operation of 
the first-ever on-campus health clinic for Hope Public Schools. Carlton also has 
been a Registered Nurse for 25 years.  
 

Awards 
A near-capacity hometown crowd at Hammons Stadium honored the lasting 
contributions of five local educators inducted as the inaugural class of the Hope 
Public Schools Educator Hall of Fame here Aug. 31. Honored were Troy W. 
Buck, of Alpine, who taught vocational agriculture; the late Earl Downs, 
founder of the counseling office at Hope High School; the late Will V. 
Rutherford, principal of the former Yerger High School from 1949-1969; the 
late Mrs. Mary Nell Turner, who taught journalism at HHS; and the late Henry 
C. Yerger, founder of Black education in Hope at the Shover Street School, the 
forerunner of Yerger High School. 

Wins 

Local military veterans have been recognized by the Hope High School Air 
Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps as HHS Bobcat Honorary Sports 
Captains this year. Honored to date were Sergeant First Class (Ret.) James R. 
Jones, of Hope, sponsored by Main Street Cleaners, and First Sergeant (Ret.) 
Leon Prince, of Hope, sponsored by the 189th Airlift Wing, Arkansas National 

Guard Chiefs’ Group. 
 
Successes 
The vision that is “Denny’s Place” at the Hope Academy of Public Service 
campus has become a reality. Dedication ceremonies for the outdoor science 
garden and classroom space will be set this fall. Six planting spaces surround a 
central “H” configuration, accompanied by a covered “outdoor classroom” 
with two 4x4 storage units and benches. HAPS Principal Dr. Carol Ann Duke 
said the garden space honoring the late Denver “Denny” Dickinson has been 
planted by students and worked under the guidance of the Hempstead County 
Master Gardeners program. 
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CAMPUSES 
What’s positive on the campuses of the Hope 

Public School District? 

Hope Schools Vision… 

CATS approach positive 
for student success 

…World Class Students, World 
Class Learning, World Class 
Citizens. 

Hope Schools Mission… 
The mission of the Hope Public 
Schools is to provide all students a 
quality education through the 
collaborative efforts of the schools, 
families, and all stakeholders to 
create productive citizens in our 
ever-changing society. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER 

                                                           

B0BCAT TRACKS is a 
publication of the 
Hope Public Schools. 
Ken McLemore, Editor 

The 2018-19 school year is set 
to be our finest yet. Our 
transportation department has 
recently updated its fleet with 
new security cameras and an 
app called ‘Here Comes the 
Bus.’ Parents now have the 
ability to pinpoint where their 
child’s bus is and when it will 
arrive at their stop. Our 
collegiate academy students 
are having a great start. 

Our high school recently surpassed the state 
average in academic growth. There are many 
improvements and positives about our district. 
Good things are happening and we are glad you 
are a part of it. 

HPS Supt. 
Bobby Hart 
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The Creative Action Team School (CATS) is an 
environment given to helping each student on the 
campus understand that he or she can succeed; that 
in modern terms, the Hope Public Schools “has their 
back.” 
“All ‘alternative learning environments’ follow the same 
Arkansas Department of Education guidelines,” CATS 
Principal Mike Radebaugh said. “Our ALE school in 
grades seven through twelve is set on specific criteria; 
there are several criteria, and a student must show 
more than one. With that criteria, a committee must 
meet, at any ALE program, whether at Hope High 
School, at Yerger or at CATS.” 
The idea is to give students, on a case by case basis, 
the skills they need to return to a regular classroom 
setting, and succeed. CATS is designed to address 
the root of the challenge involved. 
“Too many times we focus on the consequence; and, 
the consequence happened after the behavior but it 
doesn’t change the behavior,” Radebaugh said. 
The point is to break the cycle of behavior that is 
caused by the antecedent circumstance by working 
backward to address the antecedent foundation that 
has been laid for the behavior. The change in behavior 
occurs because the problem is no longer there. 
The flexibility of the CATS environment gives both the 
HPS and the families of CATS students the ability to 
work together. 
“We have structure in the things that the students are 
learning; there are set graduation requirements,” 
Radebaugh said. “But, we have the ability to change 
the pace, for instance; so, in some cases, the pace for 
a student may be faster than a semester. We had one 
student last year come in and work faster than one 
semester, and catch their age-level cohort and 
graduate sooner than they would have in a traditional 
setting.” 
The leap to within striking distance of success requires 
community involvement and parental commitment. 
“We bring in pastors and community leaders; and, I’ve 
taken students on mock job interviews just to have an 
understanding of the gap from where they are and 
where they want to be is not a cavernous canyon,” 
Radebuagh said. “It is within their grasp; it is within 
striking distance.” 
entering the classroom to teach the following fall. 


