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McKinney-Vento Education 
for Homeless Children and 
Youth 

 

Homeless children and youths 
face many educational barriers 

due to the disruption and 
trauma of not having a fixed, 

regular, and adequate place to 
live. Most face educational 
disruption due to changing 

schools as they move from one 
temporary location to another. 
Homeless children and youths 
also have higher incidences of 

illness, depression, and 
exposure to violence than their 

stably housed peers. 



YOUR ELIGIBLE CHILDREN 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO: 

The McKinney-Vento Act 

is a law passed in 1987 and re-
authorized in 2002 under the No 

Child Left Behind Act. The McKinney-
Vento Act removes barriers to access 
or success for homeless children in 

school.  

An individual is “homeless” who 
lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence. This definition 

of homelessness includes those living 
in shelters, motels, campgrounds, 

cars, abandoned buildings, or other 
inadequate shelter. The law also 
includes situations in which an 
individual shares housing with 

relatives or others because he or she 
has lost housing or cannot afford 

housing due to economic hardship. 

 
If my child and I become homeless 
during the school year what should I 
do?                                                          
Ask to speak to your child’s counselor 
or school social worker.  

Who can I call if I need assistance? 
Contact the school social worker who 
serves your child’s school. 

 

 

 

 

Homeless children and youth may not 
be stigmatized by school personnel 

Families of homeless children and 
youth have the right to dispute 
enrollment if the local school sends 
the homeless child or youth to a 
school other than the school of origin 
requested by the parent/guardian or 
by an unaccompanied youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Receive a free, appropriate public 
education.  

• Enroll in school immediately, even if 
lacking documents normally required for 
enrollment.  

• Enroll in school and attend classes while 
the school gathers needed documents.  

• Enroll in the local school; or continue 
attending their school of origin (the school 
they attended when permanently housed 
or the school in which they were last 
enrolled), if that is your preference. * If 
the school district believes that the school 
you select is not in the best interest of 
your children, then the district must 
provide you with a written explanation of 
its position and inform you of your right to 
appeal its decision.  

• Receive transportation to and from the 
school of origin, if you request this.  

• Receive educational services comparable 
to those provided to other students, 
according to your children’s needs. 
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