
 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Oct. 4 – School Picture Day 

 

Oct. 8 – NO SCHOOL Columbus Day 

 

Oct. 9 – After School Program Begins 

     For Grades 1 through 5 

 

Oct. 9 – PTF Meeting @ 4:00 p.m. 

 

Oct. 9 – School Board Meeting   

    6:30 at City Hall 

      

Oct. 29 – Nov.2 – P.T.F. Book Fair 

 

Oct. 25 – Maine Harvest Day Lunch  

 

Oct. 19 – Bus Driver Appreciation  

 

Oct 26 – Literacy Parade 

 

Oct. 26 – P.T.F. Halloween Party  

     5:00 – 7:00 p.m. EMS gym 

 

Oct. 29 – Title 1 Parent Night 5-6 p.m. 

 

Oct. 31 – Happy Halloween  

 

OFFICE NOTES 

 

We have had a terrific start 

to our school year.  The 

weather has been cooperative 

and we have been able to 

spend almost every morning  

 

 

 

outside to start our day.  As the weather 

continues to cool, please begin  

to send warm jackets.  

 

Open House – Thank you to everyone who 

came to our Open House. We were so happy 

to see you and to have your child give you a 

tour of our school, and all of the classrooms 

that they visit throughout their week at 

school.  If you have any questions about 

information shared or you missed the 

opportunity, please feel free to contact your 

child’s teacher.  

 
Six Simple Words:  
Our school has been 

instituting PBIS or 

Positive Behavior 

Intervention System 

for the past 9 years.  We have changed our 

bricks to clothespins so that we can keep 

them up on the wall!  As the year goes on, 

we will be recognizing students who 

demonstrate one of the following words:  

Trustworthy, Respect, Responsibility, 

Fairness, Caring and being a Good Citizen.  

Ask your student to share the poem!  

 

Attendance:  We will continue to promote 

and recognize perfect attendance.  Trimester 

awards will be given. We feel that 

attendance is important and children can’t 

learn if they are not in school. However, we 

also recognize that many absences at this 

level can’t be helped because of 

appointments, family commitments and 

illness.   

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

It has come to my attention that a few 

parents are avoiding the Parent Drop Off 
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loop and are pulling in to the Staff Parking 

Lot or just outside the Bus Loop, and 

discharging their students.  We have several 

safety concerns about this:  Supervision is 

not optimum as students walk from and in 

between cars.  When people sit in their cars 

to watch kiddos on the playground that 

becomes another type of concern for us.  It 

is sad to say, but we cannot ensure safety if 

anyone is allowed to sit and watch children 

at play.  It may be perfectly legitimate and 

parents just waving goodbye, but it is hard 

to differentiate safe from worrisome.  We 

want our students to gain independence 

coming in to school, and we work hard to 

make sure that the grown-ups on the 

playground are school staff.  Please help us 

with this matter.   

 

Again, we are only concerned with 

providing a safe school environment for 

every child.  Please be sure to drop your 

child/children off in the designated Drop Off 

Loop.  

 

LITERACY PARADE 

 

"If you ask any child what they like about 

Hallowe’en, they are most likely to respond 

with:  candy and costumes. Candy may be 

for at-home Trick or Treating, but costumes 

are fun and can be put to good use.  So...this 

year children in Grades K-4 are being asked 

to “dress up” (which addresses their costume 

desire) as a character from a book or story.  

As they parade through the building on the 

morning of the 26th, they will respond to 

inquiries about their selection for book, 

character, or both.  We hope to connect 

something we know they love-costumes-to 

something we want them to love--

READING! Books and characters cannot be 

scary, bloody, gory, or violent, so we can all 

just have fun! " 
 
Teachers, please send home your own 

instructions as to how this will look in your 

classroom--you may want to be more 

specific about costumes, book selection, etc 

(or not), and share with parents how it will 

run in your classroom. Thank you 
 

TITLE 1 PARENT NIGHT 

 

On October 29th we will be hosting a Title I 

Informational Dinner for all students 

participating in our Title I program.  Our 

Title I staff will be introducing themselves 

and sharing what their daily lessons look 

like for students.  We will be serving 

spaghetti and have fun giveaways and a 

surprise ending to the evening!  Title I 

families – watch your child’s folders for the 

invitation coming soon! 

 

CRACKER LIST 

 

Please make sure that you 

purchase only the crackers 

that are stated on the list we 

gave out.  We have had to 

send some crackers home.  For example: On 

the list we have listed Sunshine Krispy 

Original Saltines…..other saltines have been 

brought in and we have had to reject them.  

Sunshine is the only company that makes 

saltines that are not processed in a facility 

containing peanuts or tree nuts. Thank you 

for helping us maintain the safety of our 

students. 

 

LUNCH MONEY 

 

As stated in the 

Parent/Student Handbook, when sending in 

lunch money, please put your check or cash 

in an envelope with your child’s first and 

last name, his/her teacher’s name, the 

amount enclosed and the words “lunch 

money” on the front. If you are sending in a 

check, please make it out to EEMS Lunch 

Program and put child’s name on the memo 

line. We cannot be responsible for money 

sent in unlabeled. You may also pay online 



by going to myschoolbucks.com and 

creating an account. There are step by step 

instructions on the shelf in the school lobby. 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL 

 

A reminder that students are 

dismissed at 1:30 every Friday.  

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 

The kindergarten students are doing such a 

nice job adjusting to the routines and 

procedures of school. They are getting to 

know their classmates and making new 

friends at recess and lunch times.    

 

 In September, kindergarten 

students learned about popcorn 

words, popcorn word books and 

Keep books.  We hope you are 

enjoying their rereading the books 

to you at home.   

 

Kindergarten students each have an iPad to 

use in school.  On their iPads, they will be 

using eSpark, a literacy app, that will tailor 

their learning practice based on the results of 

their NWEA assessment (Northwest 

Evaluation Association).  Students take the 

assessment on their iPads.  The assessment 

adjusts the questions for each student based 

on answers to previous questions.   

 

Each month, a firefighter from the Ellsworth 

Fire Department, will teach a lesson on fire 

safety in kindergarten classes.  Students 

learned what firefighters look like in their 

full gear in the September lesson, titled 

Friendly Firefighter. We thank Firefighter 

Lemoine!  

 

As we enter the month of October, here are 

some helpful bits of information for 

kindergarten parents: 

 

 School Picture Day is October 4th.  If 

purchasing, please send in the form 

and payment on or before that day.  

There is also an online option. 

 

 

 Kindergarten students have a snack 

time each morning.  They love this 

time to snack and chat with their 

friends.  Please remember to send in 

two boxes of crackers from the school 

cracker list each month so we will 

have enough for the daily snack.  

Thank you so much! 

 

 

 Thank you for checking your 

children’s folders each night and 

sending them back to school with 

them in the morning.  They are 

learning responsibility and 

organization! 

 

 

 Please remember to return library 

books to school the day before your 

child’s class has library so he/she is 

able to borrow a new book. 

 

 Please remember to have your child 

wear sneakers for the two days a 

week your child’s class has physical 

education. 

 

 Please label children’s outer gear, 

lunch boxes and backpacks with their 

names.   

 

 Watch for kindergarten teachers’ 

class weekly newsletters for more 

information!    

 

Thank you for all of your 

support in your children’s 

learning!   

 

 



GRADE 1 NEWS  

 

Happy Fall! Can you believe your child 

has been in school a month already? You 

have probably noticed that your child is 

adjusting to daily procedures more 

easily, so the days don’t seem quite as 

long as at the beginning of the school 

year. It's exciting to watch the children 

learn new things each day.  

 

September began with a focus on 

learning procedures and routines and 

getting to know our classroom 

communities.  We ended the month by 

reading and writing about butterflies and 

their life cycles.  Each classroom 

received Painted Lady caterpillars and 

Monarch caterpillars. We were able to 

see them form chrysalises and even see 

some emerge into 

butterflies! We are 

anxiously awaiting for the 

rest to do the same. 

 

In addition to our butterfly festivities, all 

first graders had the opportunity to work 

in the school garden! They harvested the 

potatoes that they planted in the spring 

when they were Kindergarteners. Each 

class dug up around 100 potatoes, sorted 

them by size and even weighed them on 

a scale! However, the best part of this 

experience was when we got to taste the 

potatoes after Ms. Billings, the garden 

coach, boiled them! 

 

It was wonderful to see so many people 

at the Open House and the family picnic. 

 If you have questions about anything in 

the informational papers you received, 

please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

October will be a busy month. Look for 

the “First Grade Themes” paper in your 

child's folder. It provides information 

about things that are happening in the 

classrooms. These forms of 

communication are sent home monthly.  

 

Thank you for your continued support in 

providing crackers, fruits, and vegetables 

for classroom snacks. 

 

GRADE 2 NEWS 

 

Our students have been busy getting 

acclimated to the routines and procedures of 

Second grade.  We have also been busy 

assessing every child in the areas of literacy 

and math in order to gain a solid 

understanding of their present skills and 

knowledge.      

 

We enjoyed seeing those parents who were 

able to attend our Open House night in 

September.  The children had fun showing 

their families around their classrooms and 

we enjoyed getting to meet many of you. 

 

Second grade students have a great deal to 

learn this year and we want them all to have 

the best possible opportunity to be 

successful.  With that in mind, we would 

like to stress the importance of having all 

our students come to school ‘ready to 

learn’ every day.  This encompasses getting 

lots of sleep each night, having a nutritious 

breakfast, and arriving at school by 7:45 (if 

coming by car) in order to have time to do 

their jobs before the day begins.  As part of 

being prepared each day, every child needs 

to have their green traveling folder and be 

ready to pass it in. Thank you for supporting 

your child and their learning.  

 

Recently all Second graders went on a field 

trip to Acadia National Park where we 

enjoyed an invigorating hike on the Ship 



Harbor trail.  Each class had their own Park 

Ranger tour guide who taught us many facts 

about the landforms we were seeing and 

hiking upon, as well as, what caused those  

Landforms to occur.  Many concepts were 

introduced but two key concepts were 

highlighted.  Weathering is when the 

weather causes the land, rocks, trees, etc. to 

break down or shrink either quickly or over 

time.  Erosion is when those broken down 

pieces are moved to other locations by ice, 

water or wind. The children practiced being 

field scientists as they made observations 

and recorded what they observed. This field 

trip laid the foundation for one of our future 

science units about erosion. We want to 

thank the Acadia Park Rangers for providing 

such a fun, educational program that our 

students found completely engaging.  We 

wrapped up our trip with a seagull filled 

picnic at Thompson Island.   

 

In October, our Second 

graders will begin a 

yearlong unit of Fire 

Safety taught by 

members of the 

Ellsworth Fire 

Department.  Every 

month Adam Brackett or Gary Saunders will 

visit each Second grade classroom with a 

new lesson that is packed with essential 

knowledge concerning many aspects of fire 

safety. The children will be excited to see 

them and learn valuable information. 

 

We want to thank all the parents who sent in 

their 2 boxes of crackers for September but 

now that October is upon us we will be 

needing the October boxes.  Please be sure 

that the crackers are from the approved list, 

as we are not allowed to serve any that are 

not on the list.  We apologize in advance if 

we need to return boxes during the year but 

please know that we do appreciate your 

donations. 

 

In conclusion, a few quick reminders: with 

the return to school, colds have resurfaced 

and tissue donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  Lastly, as the fall weather 

settles in, please be sure your child has the 

appropriate clothing with them so they can 

comfortably enjoy outside recess every day.   

 

  

 

 

 

GRADE 3 NEWS  

 

Math: The students have been working on 

Rounding to the nearest tens and hundreds 

spot. They have also been reviewing adding 

and subtracting with two digits. The students 

are expected to be able to regroup using 

three digit numbers in third grade, so we are 

making our way to the standard. 

 

Reading: The students have been reading 

and completing activities based on books 

within the realistic fiction genre. We have 

been working on character traits and plots 

and settings. 

 

Science: We have just completed our Life 

Cycle Unit by observing the stages of a 

butterfly’s life. The students have been 

actively participating in formative quizzes, 

hands-on projects, and the care and release 

of these insects. 

 

Social Studies: The students enjoyed a visit 

from the Park Rangers 

from Acadia National 

Park recently. The 

Rangers explained their 

responsibilities and the 

kids will be taking on some “jobs” of the 

Rangers when we visit the Park on October 

5th.  The students will earn their Junior 

Ranger Badges on the visit as well, 

 



Spelling: Some classrooms have started to 

give Spelling Tests. Generally, the students 

will take a test on Friday to see how they are 

progressing toward the standard. Please 

check in with your child’s teacher to see if 

their class is doing tests at this time.  

 

We are asking that, if possible, each child 

bring in 2 boxes of crackers per month to 

share with his/her classmates. If you would 

rather, your child may also eat his/her own 

cheese sticks, yogurt, fruit or vegetables. 

 

As the days are getting cooler, please make 

sure that you send your child with a jacket 

or sweatshirt for the chilly times during 

recess. 

 

GRADE 4 NEWS 

 

Our fourth graders have made an excellent 

start to the new school year! Policies and 

procedures have been adopted and the 

majority of local fall assessments have been 

administrated.  We really enjoyed seeing so 

many of you at Open House/Parent Night 

and at the Family Picnic!  

  

Organizational skills are a big focus in 

fourth grade.  We provide folders and daily 

assignment book that list any unfinished 

work to help students maintain organization.  

Classwork can be completed during the day, 

but there will be various projects, research 

work, and math work assigned throughout 

the year that will need to be finished at 

home.  Be sure to encourage your child to 

read each evening, study and memorize 

math facts, and finish up unfinished work.  

 

We’re busy in all subject 

areas.  In Math, we’re 

working on place value and 

multiplication facts. In Social 

Studies, classes are focusing 

on our State of Maine as well 

as mapping skills.  We’re all 

discussing plant and animal structures in 

Science classes.  In Reading we’re busy with 

guided reading groups, word study work, 

and station work. In our writing classes 

students are learning Narrative Writing.   

Thank you for your donation of crackers for 

snack time. Please make sure your child 

comes to school with a coat or sweatshirt 

due to inconsistent weather this time of the 

year. We appreciated your support as we 

venture into a new school year!    

 

ART NEWS           

 

 Welcome Back!  It 

has been wonderful to 

see all the students again and to begin 

making some great art! 
Here is what we are working on in the art 

room: 
  
Kindergarten:  We begin the year learning 

about the element of design: line.  We 

discussed different types of lines – vertical, 

horizontal, diagonal, zigzag, and curvy - and 

how they are used to make up everything we 

see.   We did some great paintings where we 

demonstrated control of our brush by 

painting inside the lines we drew.  This 

week we worked in stations and practiced 

making different types of lines using a 

variety of materials. 
 

1st – 4th:  In these grade levels we have been 

working on collaborative abstract art 

projects.  We discussed the term “Abstract” 

and got together in groups to make some 

beautiful pieces using lines, shapes, colors, 

and textures.  We have just finished this 

project – I can’t wait to put them on display! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIBRARY 

 

What are we learning this month?  
This month in the library we have been 

focusing on library rules, and book care. 

Students have discussed how to take care of 

books, and how to choose a good fit book. 

The second week of school students were 

able to check out books for the first time, 

and the return rate in the first few weeks has 

been very high. Keep up the great work by 

returning those books! Please remember that 

your student’s library book is due the day 

before, or the morning of their library class! 

 

Awesome News!  
What an exciting 

start the the year! 

On the third week 

of school we 

welcomed Chris 

Van Dusen to EEMS. Chris is the author and 

illustrator of many popular books including, 

Down to the Sea with Mr. Magee, and The 

Circus Ship. Chris was able to meet with all 

students in kindergarten through fourth 

grade for small group sessions, where he 

discussed his work with students. Chris 

shared a story and even had an interactive 

element to his presentation asking students 

for a variety of animals and then drawing 

them as one creative animal! Students were 

very inspired by this visit, and our library 

was gifted many amazing signed pictures 

from this event! Thanks to Chris Van Dusen 

for such an amazing day, thank you to Abby 

Morrow from the public library for her 

collaboration on this event, and thank you to 

the PTF organization for funding this visit.   

 

Upcoming dates to remember: 
 

10/29/18-11/2/18 : Book Fair! The fall book 

fair will be put on by the PTF and will be 

held in the elementary library. Be on the 

lookout for information about the fair! 

  

MUSIC 

 

What a great 

start we’ve had 

to the year! 

  

In kindergarten, we have started out the year 

finding our singing voices, along with many 

other sounds we can make.  Soon we will 

start the So-Me Stories, a set of books that 

will bring us on a journey to reading music.  

In first grade, we are continuing to read 

the So-Me Stories, and are focusing on 

finding and keeping a steady beat.  In 

second and third grade, we are working on 

reading rhythm and melody, as well as 

teamwork in rhythm stick games.  In fourth 

grade, we are focusing on reading rhythms 

and the notes on the treble clef staff to 

prepare for playing recorders later this year! 

 

TITLE 1 NEWS 

Do you ever wonder 

the best ways to help 

engage your child 

with reading? Follow 

these simple tips to 

finding ways to foster 

the love of reading in 

your home and turn your child into a 

lifelong reader. 

1. Invite your child to read aloud with you 

every day  

2. Read your child's favorite book over and 

over again 

3. Use different voices for different parts of 

the story 

4. Stop and ask about the pictures and how 

they relate to what is happening in the story 



5. Read from a variety of children's books, 

including picture books, fiction, nonfiction, 

biographies, poems 

6. Show your child how you read for work 

and for fun every day 

7. Visit the public library 

8. Check out www.getepic.com- It's a virtual 

library of over 25,000 books. There are read 

to self, audio, and read to me versions of the 

books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


