
  

 Superintendent’s Corner 

 
 As you know, the district faces several challenges with our facilities. We have put in place a capital improvement 
plan to address as many needs as we can afford.  However, there are some needs that we will need the public to 
help us complete, including modernizing and securing both NLC Elementary and Northern Heights High School.   

 

   The mobile classrooms at the high school are beyond repair and we must replace those. We could replace them 
with 5 new classrooms, a science lab, and an AG shop, as well as provide a secure entrance into the building. The 
track is literally crumbling away and will need to be moved to a different location. We are hoping the Jones Foun-
dation will help us with some of the track costs. 

 

   We also need to modernize North Lyon County Elementary School. The gym is simply too small to have home 
games, the cafeteria is way too small, causing some students to eat lunch as early as 10:45 a.m. and some as late as 
1:00 p.m.   We also need more classrooms to house special classes like Speech and Occupational therapy, special 
education, and at-risk classes. By adding a new gym and six classrooms, we could ensure we have space for all 
classes, as well as being able to use the current gym for lunchroom space.  As a result, we could move the central 
office to the current NLC cafeteria allowing us to sell, or at least close, the current central office and boardroom, 
resulting in some cost savings. 

 

   The cost for these renovations  is approximately $9.5 million, and would require a bond issue that would increase 
the mill rate by about 7 mills on a 15 year bond. 

 

   The Board also wants to know if you would rather have them look into a couple of different options rather than 
the above suggestions.  One of those options would be to add onto the high school and move the middle school (6-
7-8) to the current high school site. This would require a bond issue of approximately $15 million and an increase 
of about 8 mills on a 20 year bond. 

 

   The next option would be to build a new 9-12 high school in Americus next to the current elementary 
school.  This would require a bond issue of about $20 million, and a mill levy increase of about 8 mills on a 25 
year bond. 

 

   The final option is to get your input on whether the district should dissolve and allow the Kansas State Board of 
Education to redistribute land and students to surrounding school districts. With all the great things happening in 
the district, I surely hope there is little support for this option, but it is something we need to know. 

 

   We want your input on the level of support you have for these renovations, upgrades and ideas, and will be con-
ducting a phone poll and internet survey beginning October 22.  Approximately 354 patrons from a scientifically 
selected pattern representing the current population of the district will be involved in the phone poll. The internet 
survey will be on our website and  open to all patrons. We strongly encourage everyone to take the survey as we 
want your input and want to know what you will or won’t support. An additional article about the survey is on the 
reverse side of this page. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT to survey patrons, beginning OCTOBER 22, 2018 

Project will identify residents’ views on a host of issues 

 
 

 

 Beginning on or about October 22nd, phones will be ringing across USD 251, as a comprehensive survey of 

patron opinion will begin. 

 

 SCHOOL DISTRICT officials said the survey of 354 households will provide insight into what residents 

think about the district’s challenges, and priorities. 

 

 “This survey will give us an outstanding opportunity to hear from a cross-section of our patrons their opin-

ions about what our priorities should be for the future,” said Mike Mathes, Interim Superintendent. “We’ll 

hear from all geographic parts of the district, people of all different ages, and everyone from newcomers to 

long-term residents.” 

 

 The survey was designed by Patron Insight, Inc., a Kansas City-based market research organization that has 

worked with school districts across the Midwest on similar research since 1992. 

 

 The calling will be done by Kansas City-based Market Research Associates, a firm that uses only locally 

based, professional researchers. Participants will be selected totally at random, and all responses will be kept 

completely confidential. 

 

 In general, calls will be placed between 7 and 9 p.m. on weekdays, and noon to 6 p.m. on Saturdays. While 

there may be some variation on those times, no calls will take place during the traditional dinner hour. The 

caller ID may show “Market Research Associates” or it may simply show an 816 or 913 area code, because 

the company uses calling facilities in both Missouri and Kansas. 

 

 For those who are not contacted at random on the phone, an online version of the survey will be available 

on the district’s website. 

 

 The survey process will take about two weeks to complete, and the district is asking patrons to listen for 

their phones to ring. 

 

 “We really want to hear from you,” said Mathes. “So, if you get a phone call on this survey, please partici-

pate, and please let us know what you think.” 

 

 



 

  Principal’s Perspecve 
 What a whirlwind the last few weeks at NLC Elementary have been!  Somehow we 

are into the 5th week of school already! I am so proud of the many activities that our 
staff and students are doing!  Hopefully you follow us on our North Lyon County Face-
book Page! I want to make you all aware, if you have not heard, that 251 is a KSDE 
Gemini Redesign School District.  What this means is that our staff understand that to-
day’s learners are different and that the traditional educational system that has for so 
long served our students is simply not meeting the needs of today’s students.  I heard a 
quote at one of our recent redesign trainings that rings so true - “Today’s learners are 

information RICH and experience POOR.” I think back to the one room schoolhouse and those students grew 
up on farms and worked with their families so they were experience rich and information poor...no wifi 
then!  And while we still have some students with these rural experiences, our demographics clearly show that 
the majority of 251 students do not, and regardless, we know that giving everyone more experiences is simply 
a better way for ALL students to learn! So as 251 and NLC Elementary moves forward we will be asking our-
selves, what experiences can we give our students.  We have start-
ed down this path already but have a long hill to climb as it will 
mean we can’t keep doing what we have always done. I am excited 
about what our schools can become and we will be sharing that in-
fo with you as move forward! 
 

Corey Wiltz 

Principal NLC Elementary 

 
Important Dates 

NLC Elementary PTO - Oct 1 from 6-7pm - Free daycare provided! 
Anti-Bullying Awareness Week - Oct 8th-12th 

NLC Basketball Practices Begin - Oct 16th 

NLC Picture Retakes - Oct 30th 

NLC K-5 Classroom Parties - Oct 31 
 

Counselor Comments   
This year the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students at NLC are participating in 
classroom guidance lessons from the Second Step Middle School Pro-
gram.  It is a first-of-its-kind Social Emotional Learning curriculum 
that’s modern, web-based, and responsive to the needs of today’s stu-
dents. This program doesn’t just help kids do better in school. It helps 

them do better in life. The program is broken down into 4 units (mindsets & goals, values & friendships, 
thoughts, emotions, & decisions, and serious peer conflicts).  There are 7-9 lessons per unit which includes 25 
lessons over the span of a school year. I’ve already enjoyed going into the 6th and 7th grade classrooms during 
their computer/health class this year. Jessica Corpening, our student support specialist, is facilitating the les-
sons for the 8th graders. Another part of the second step program are advisory activities. During our alternate 
schedule on Mondays is advisory time.  Middle school students during that time participate in activities to re-
inforce the skills from the previous week’s lesson. Finally, there is an at-home 
family engagement resource called ParenTeenConnect.org  This online experience 
is designed to help teens and the adults in their lives to communicate, connect, and 
discuss hot topics like independence, responsibility, and screen time.  I’m excited 
that this program is a part of our middle school at NLC!!! 
 

 

Mrs. Aimee Landgren, NLC School Counselor       



4th Grade~Mrs. Beatty 

4th grade has hit this year running!!!   This class has implemented many plans for our new year.  First was 
our Economical Class Management System.  They decided on class rules, special privileges, class jobs, bonus-
es and fines for behavior, and lastly, the bi-weekly class auctions.  We had our first class auction last Friday, 
and so many life lessons were learned.   

We have been working on remastering our multiplication and division facts.  4th grade math is super diffi-
cult if these basics aren't mastered.  We look forward to learning many more in-depth math skills this year, and 
realizing how math is everywhere in the real world.   

Science Inventions have been the talk amongst the students.  By the end of the first quarter, each student 
will have created a proto-type of their invention.  Students will use the Scientific Inquiry Process to develop 
an invention.  All inventions will be on display the week of parent/teacher conferences. Can't wait to see their 
creativity!   

I am super excited about the fun and educational projects that the 21-NLC 4th graders and I will be work-
ing on this school year!  Thanks for all the support that you give your students at home!!  A key to helping 
children achieve academic success is a strong supporting relationship between home and school.  Let's make 
this a wonderful year to remember!     
 

Kansas History                                                    JD Chanley  
 How were the historic tribes of Kansas both similar and different 
from one another?  

This is the main idea that Kansas History is currently cover-
ing.  7th graders will be able to answer how the Wichita and Pawnee 
tribes were similar despite living in different areas.  Students will also 
be able identify the similarities and differences between the Kansa and 
Osage tribes. The last topic covered in Chapter 2 of Kansas History is 
the nomadic lifestyle practices from the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, 
Kiowa-Apache, and the Comanche Tribes. 

 

American History 

8th Graders are finishing up their project on the Constitution.  We have spent the 
last several weeks going through all the Articles and Amendments.  We had Ser-
geant Sage come in and explain the 4th amendment while having the students be 
judges and determine if she had enough evidence to serve a search war-
rant.  Students were also able to spend a day with Judge Wheeler and County Attor-
ney Marc Goodman. Judge Wheeler and Mr. Goodman talked to the students about 
amendments 5-8 and our rights as citizens in the courtroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Aug 30  Mission Valley @ NLC 

 Sept 6  NLC @ West Franklin 

 Sept 13  Central Heights @ NLC 

 Sept 20  NLC @ Chase County 

 Sept 27  NLC @ Lyndon 

 Oct 4  NLC @ Osage 

 Oct 11  Council Grove @ NLC  
  



 

PRINCIPALS PEN 

"If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself" 

Peggy Fort 

 
 

 I cannot believe how fast the school year has gone so far. The fall is such a busy time for our students and staff. Mon-

days are JV football games, Tuesdays are volleyball games, Thursdays are Cross Country meets, Fridays are varsity 

football games and Saturdays are volleyball tournaments.  

 September 26th, the NHHS Student Council hosted the league schools at Northern Heights for the Flint Hills league 

student council leadership academy. Mr. Sweetman and Mr. Wilson led the event with the help of Camp Wood.  

 Northern Heights High School is continuing the FCA Program (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) this year. Lea Ham-

lin and Sarah Malcolm meet with the students every other Thursday at 7:30 am when the busses arrive. We are excited to 

have the program and look forward to their participation in NHHS activities. 

 

October 7 - 13, is Kansas State High School Activity Association Activity Week and Anti-bullying week. October 23 -

31 is Red Ribbon Week.  

October 1st, Kramer will be at NHHS to take the fall sports pictures.  

October 3rd, is the Homecoming parade and meal at Allen sponsored by the booster club after the parade. The parade 

begins at 6:30. 

October 5th, is Homecoming. The booster club will be selling a hot dog/hamburger meal at the football game from 5:30 

to 7:30.  The Homecoming dance will be Friday after the football game. 

October 17th, is the end of the first nine weeks. 

October 23rd, is the Northern Heights Scholars Bowl hosted by Northern Heights. 

October 24 - 26, there will be no school. October 24 and 26 are teacher inservice days and October 25 is Parent/Teacher 

Conference from 1 - 8 pm. 

 

Homecoming Parade will be Wednesday, October 3rd 2018, 6:30 at Allen. 
 Plan now to participate in the annual NHHS Homecoming Parade, October 3rd, at 6:30 pm, at Allen. As always, a free 

meal (BBQ sandwich, chips and beverage) will be provided in Jones Park after the parade. Everyone is welcome. A 

short pep rally will be held after the meal. Bring your Wildcat spirit and cheer on your team! 

 Parade line-up will begin at 6:00 at the Allen Post Office.  You will receive instructions as to your order in the parade 

line-up on or before October 3rd.  Parade will proceed north on Main Street, then east on 7th Street to Jones Park. 
 

 
 
 

Allie Houston, Emma Barnett, and Khylee Massey, presented the 

FFA Farm to School project to the USD 251 Board of Education. 

Awesome job to the FFA and their advisor Mr. Jacob Lang.  

Board President Matt Horton presenting certificates 

to NHHS Kansas Scholars Eric Yu, Allie Houston 

and Jarrett White    



Northern Heights High School FFA - Farm to 

School 
 This past week has been monumental for the FFA stu-

dents of Northern Heights High School. The students were 

presented a $7000 grant from Frontier Farm Credit by Gi-

na Ott and Scott Jones. Previously they had been nominat-

ed by Tom Phillips, a local farmer, for a $2,500 America’s 

Farmers Grow Communities Grant from Monsanto. 

 The money from these two grants will be used to fur-

ther the learning of agriculture classes through hands on experience. Jacob Lang, the agriculture teacher at Northern 

Heights, plans to have a production of beef, chicken, and fresh fruits and vegetables on campus, in part with the Farm to 

School initiative. Each class will be responsible for the care of the animals and gardens. Plant and Soil Science, Animal 

Science, and Agriculture Science will each manage the garden, cows, and chickens respectively. Students in the Ag Busi-

ness class will be allowed to apply techniques to keep the small farm efficient and profitable. Students will gain leader-

ship skill and the experience of working in agriculture. 

 Farm to School is a nationwide initiative to connect local producers to schools to provide fresh food, along with teach-

ing students where their food comes from. The initiative also encourages schools to generate fresh food on campus. Edu-

cation is a major factor in food insecurity, and the Farm to School program hopes to solve that by educating students. The 

experience of producing the food, is more likely to tempt children into eating vegetables. 

 The program will add on to the progress Northern Heights’ young FFA chapter has previously accomplished. Ag clas-

ses and the FFA chapter have already exposed students to careers in agriculture beyond farming. Agriculture in Kansas 

provides huge job opportunities, and Northern Heights as already sent out students interested in agriculture careers be-

yond farming. The garden will provide even more initiative for students to join a farming related careers, and help expose 

them to all areas of agriculture 

 

It's the start of another Scholars Bowl season; let the games begin!!! 
 Northern Heights High School has started practicing for the 2018-2019 season.  Scholars Bowl season is one of the 

longest seasons for high school activities, from our first day of practice in mid September, first tournament the 3rd week 

of October,  the Flint Hills League tournament is the last Thursday of January, and finally Regionals and State during the 

first 2 weeks of February. Despite the length of the season, the students do an awesome job representing Northern 

Heights. We have 15 students who have joined the team this year and I am excited to work with them.   

 Once again this year, we will begin our season by hosting our only home tournament on Tuesday October 23, 

2018.  In the past we have had up to 13 teams compete at our meet, but we have had such demand to get into our tourna-

ment that we are looking to expand this year.  That means we need more helpers during the rounds of play and support 

for our hospitality room. I am always thankful for the support of the NHHS Booster Club for the organizing and donating 

food items to feed the teams that come to our meet.  Providing a light meal and refreshments is a tradition of Scholars 

Bowl and I always hear compliments from the visiting teams that we have one of the best hospitality meals for the play-

ers and coaches. More information will be coming from the Booster Club about donations for this year as we get closer 

to the tournament. Thank you to all who have helped in the past. Hopefully we can do it again this year. 

 As we look to expand the size of our tournament, we are in need of more people to help in the rooms during the 

rounds.  This includes people being moderators who read the questions, judges who decide challenges, scorekeepers who 

verify the official scores each round, timers and people to operate the buzzer systems. We could also use help with set-up 

and clean-up of the hospitality room, and helpers in the tabulation room.  If you would like to help us out with any one of 

these or have any other questions, please contact me, Mrs. Eckert (the Scholars Bowl Coach), at eck-

erts@usd251.org.  No experience is needed, we can train you for what you would be doing.  Thank you if you can help. 

I am hopeful we will have a successful year and will post updates as we progress through the season. 

 
Mrs. Corpening will soon start working on the 4th Annual NLC Giving Tree. Last year, the program 

served 31 students. This year the goal is to serve 35 students. Mrs. Corpening is wanting to get a jump 

start on gathering sponsors for the students. If you are interested in sponsoring a student or two, please 

contact Mrs. Corpening by email at corpeningj@usd251.org. Thank you to everyone who supports this 

wonderful program! 



Counselor News- NHHS 

Hello, 

 The school year is off to a great start and I am excited to share many opportunities for our students this year.  I am be-

ginning a job shadowing program for students to take part in. We are introducing it slowly and building contacts through-

out the community.  If you or your workplace would like to participate in this please contact me through email or by call-

ing the high school. 

 Another opportunity for the community to get involved is through a Career/College Fair.  This will be an educational 

experience that all students can benefit from. I look forward to the chance for students to explore careers and hear direct-

ly from potential employers. They will also get a chance to speak with many area colleges. This year the date for this is 

Wednesday, November 28th. 

 This will be the third year that all 11th grade students will have the opportunity to take the ACT test free of charge. The 

test is given during the school day in late February.  USD 251 is offering new opportunities for ACT prep. Each student 

has access through Career Cruising to an online program called Method Test Prep. Encourage your students to start pre-

paring for it now. 

 Attention senior students and parents: If you/your student is planning on attending college next year you will need to 

file for Federal financial aid.  The applications open October 1st, 2018 for the 2019-2020 school year. The Financial Aid 

Night is Thursday, October 18th at 6pm in the Northern Heights High School Library.  Please contact me if you are inter-

ested in attending this meeting to discuss the paperwork necessary to file. 

One team, one goal 

Jessica Woodrow, Counselor- NHHS 

 

Cross Country 
 On Thursday, Sept 13, the Northern Heights and NLC Cross Country teams hosted the 22nd 
Annual "Karr Classic" invitational meet at the Orchard. It was a very successful day for both 
teams, with NLC's Cooper Hamlin coming in 2nd place in the 7th grade boys race. Additionally, 
NHHS's Gene Finney, Taj Bailey, and Darrett King finished in the top ten of the boys' varsity 
race. Jerrod Campbell won the high school boys' JV race. Also finishing in the top five for the JV 
race were Tim Krugler, Mitchel Redelfs, and Ryder McGuire. Allie Houston was the top finisher 
for the NHHS women, finishing 27th. 
 The Flint Hills League Meet is Thursday October 11, 2018 at Canning Creek Cove at Council 
Grove Lake. All eight league schools will have high school and junior high teams representing them at the meet. The 
Wildcat Harriers's men's varsity team is set up for a very strong showing at the league meet. Come on out to the lake and 
support your NHHS and NLC Wildcats! 
 

NLC/NHHS BAND 

The NLC/NHHS band has been very 
busy this fall.  They have been practic-
ing at school and three mornings be-

fore school a week.  The band recently 
marched at the Kansas State Fair in 

Hutchinson.  They will march in Band 
Competition on October 3rd, in Empo-
ria, October 6th, at K-State and Octo-
ber 27th, in Independence.  They will 

have 3 home football game perfor-
mances and will march in the Homecoming parade on October 3rd, in  

Allen.  Super Job to our AWESOME BAND! 
 
 

FALL PLAY 
 

Please plan to join Northern Heights Theatre as they present The House of the Seven Gables on Saturday, 
November 10th.  There will be a Chili/Soup Supper beginning at 6:00pm, and the show will begin at 
7:00pm. 



Mobilizing Literacy – From Birth to Kindergarten 
READING TIPS 

 

Books build better brains. 

 
Families are encouraged to make reading with their children part of their daily routine. 
 

General 
*  Make reading part of every day, even for just a few minutes. 
*  Have fun. 
*  Talk about the pictures. You do not have to read the book to tell a story. 
*  Let your child turn the pages. 
*  Show your child the cover page. Explain what the story is about. 
*  Run your finger along the words as you read them. 
*  Silly sounds, especially animal sounds, are fun to make. 
*  Choose books about events in your child’s life such as starting preschool, going to the dentist, getting a new 

pet, or moving to a new home. 
*  Make the story come alive. Create voices for the story characters. 
*  Ask questions about the story. What do you think will happen next? What is this? 
*  Let your child ask questions about the story. Talk about familiar activities and objects. 
*  Let your child retell the story. 
*  Visit your local library often. 

 
The Preschool Tuition Assistance Program provides tuition assistance for families who reside within USD 251.  

The preschool child must be at least 3 years old and attend a qualifying preschool regularly.  If you have a child 

attending preschool, please contact Becky Mayes at 620-443-5116 or mayesb@usd251.org to discuss preschool 

options and Preschool Tuition Assistance. 


